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TRAVELS 


THROUGH 


The United States of North America, Canada, &c. 
IN THE YEARS 1795, 1796, AND 1797, 
to | ' , | 


PASSAGE FROM CHARLESTON TO NORFOLK. LY 


HERE do not frequently occur opportunities of obtaining a a paſſage 


1 from Charleſton. to Norfolk: the ſeaſon was too far advanced to 
admit of travelling on horſeback through North-Carolina, and making 
in that ſtate a ſufficiently long ſtay to acquire good information. After 
having waited a week for a veſſel to convey me to Virginia, I had en- 
gaged a birth in a ſloop : but my Charleſton friends thought it too much 


encumbered with paſſengers to allow of my being conveniently accommo- 


dated on. board, beſides its being indifferently equipped ; and Mr. Grant, 
one of thoſe gentlemen from whom I had experienced the greateſt civili- 
ties at Charleſton, invited me to give the preference to a ſmall veſſel 
that was conſigned to him, which belonged to one of his friends at 
Norfolk, and which was to fail in two days, This veſſel was not to be 
laden, to carry no other paſſengers than the owner's nephew and myſelf, 
and to take us in three days to Norfolk. Although I diſliked the veſſel 
on account of her ſmall ſize, as ſhe was but of twenty-nine tons burden, 


yet the advantage of the other circumſtances counterbalanced that objec- 
tion, and I thankfully accepted the offer: but, inſtead of ſailing at the ex 


piration of two days, ſhe was delayed fix days longer: inſtead of having 
no cargo, ſhe was laden with caſks of rice even to the very cabin : in- 
ſtead of a ſingle fellow-paſſenger, there were four : inſtead of being a 

Vor. II. B good 
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good ſailer, ſhe was as flow as a Dutch dogger : the captain was igno- 
rant, lazy, careleſs, and unacquainted with the difficult coaſt of North 
Carolina. 

At length, after having encountered the moſt ſerious dangers on the 
ſhoals of Cape Fear and Cape Lookout, which we ought to have left at 
the diſtance of thirty miles ; after having had one of our maſts four 
times ſhattered by the ſeverity of the weather ; after having run aground 
during the night on a bank in Cheſapeak Bay, from which we extri- 
cated ourſelves with difficulty at the expence of four hours ſevere 
labour ; after having eſcaped from ſeveral other perils to which the 
ignorance and neglect of our captain had expoſed us; and after a moſt 
unpleaſant voyage of eleven days, we arrived at Norfolk on the 2gth of 
May. 

Thus it often happens that the event is hr from correſponding with 
the meaſures planned by prudent foreſight : but inconveniences and 
dangers are nothing when they are paſſed ; and thoſe attached to ſea- 
voyages leave a leſs ſtrong impreſſion on the mind than any other. Be- 
ſides, on ſea, danger does not ſubject the paſſenger to any laborious 
exertions : for in that ſituation, beyond all others, he is compelled to ac- 
knowledge himſelf ſubject to the ſway of uncontrollable neceſſity. His 
condition, however, is not on that account the more agreeable ; far from 
it: but it affords a fort of melancholy conſolation to a man already 
fatigued with untoward events, and prediſpoſed to bear with patience 
thoſe further croſſes of which he is deſtined to be the ſport. 

On my paſſage I learned that our little veſſel belonged to Colonel 
H“ **, the Britiſh conſul, and principal of one of the moſt opulent 
F houſes in Norfolk, which, however, does not bear his name, 
but that of his nephew, Thomas H**#* : for by the laws of England, and 
thoſe of every nation who wiſh that the duty of their envoy ſhould be the 
primary object of his attention, a conſul is not allowed to carry onany 
ſpecies of commerce in the country where he is employed. But Colonel 
H“ *, like ſo many others, thus eludes that regulation, and employs 


his capital on his own account under the firm of his nephew, which he 
| | directs 
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directs as completely as if he were the avowed. principal in the buſineſs. 
It was with Mr. Morgan—who is not the colonel's relative as Mr: Grant 
had informed me, but one of the perſons employed under him for the 
affairs of the conſulate—that I ſailed : and from his converſation I had 
a new opportunity of obſerving how uniformly all thoſe who are em- 
ployed by the“ # * * miniſtry, and all ſuch as have imbibed their prin- 
ciples, ſpeak of the Americans with averſion and contempt. Such a diſ- 
poſition on their part ſeems as little likely to furniſh motives that ſhould 
render palatable the late treaty of amity and commerce, as the articles of 
the treaty itſelf. | 

Since the revolution, * * * * has -nominated, for her conſuls in the 
United States, Americans who had been proſcribed in their native 
country for having taken part in oppoſition to the cauſe of indepen- 
dence ; ſhe has ſent thither, as her miniſters, men the moſt violent in 
their opinions, and in their diſcourſes againſt the American nation. In 
the midſt of peace ſhe ſeizes her ſhips, and preſſes her failors ; the re- 
news theſe outrages with additional violence at the very moment of con- 
cluding the treaty of alliance; and the American government teſtifies no 
reſentment of ſuch proceedings. When we ſee, as is the caſe at the 
preſent period, that morality and honeſty are utterly diſregarded in poli- 
tics, it is eaſy to account for the conduct of in this particular; 
but that of the American rulers is wholly unaccountable. 

In failing out of Charleſton Bay, we croffed the bar by the north 
paſſage, near Sullivan's Iſland: this is the narroweſt and ſhalloweſt of 
all the paſſages ; but it was more than ſufficiently deep for our purpoſe : 
we had a good pilot on board: and thus with perfect ſafety we abridged 
our courſe by a dozen of miles. A few days before, a ſhip from Ja- 
maica, a valuable prize taken by a French privateer, had been loſt 
through the miſmanagement of a drunken pilot, who ran her aground 
in conducting her through the middle paſſage, which is the deepeſt of 
all. The nature of the ſand which compoſes the bank is ſuch, that in 
a few hours, it ſwallows up whatever touches upon it, and that the ſhip 

| in 
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in queſtion, from which only afew bales of coffee could be ſaved, totally 
diſappeared in twelve hours, hull and maſts, fo that not a veſtige of her 
> 2: em „ ee e c | 


ENTRANCE INTO ELIZABETH RIVER. 


Thoſe veſſels which, as was the caſe with ours, are bound for Nor- 
folk, ſteer to the left after they have paſſed between Cape Henry and 
Cape Charles, which form the entrance of the Cheſapeak. On Cape 
Henry is erected a fort which is ſeen from a great diſtance. : Behind it, 
and oppoſite to the entrance of this vaſt bay, and a little to the left, is 
Hampton Road. We approached within fight of it in order to gain 
Elizabeth River, after having paſſed by the mouths of James and Nan- 
ſemond Rivers. 


STATE OF VIRGINIA.-NORFOLK AND PORTSMOUTH. 


Norfolk is built on Elizabeth River, at nine miles from the ſpot 
where it diſcharges its waters into the bay. In the intervening ſpace 
there are few houſes, and thoſe few almoſt all preſent a wretched ap- 
pearance. An almoſt uninterrupted ſucceſſion of. pines are the only 
object which meets the voyager's eye. Erancy Ifland lies nearly in the 
middle of the river at a ſhort diſtance above its mouth. Two points of 
land, which approach within a quarter of a mile of each other in front 
of Norfolk, are ſtrengthened with forts which are capable of ſucceſsfully 
_ defending the entrance. That on the Norfolk fide is in better condition 
than the other, which, however, might be ſpeedily n. and at no 
great expence. 

The town of Norfolk was entirely burned at the a eee of 
the war, by order of Lord Dunmore, who was at that time governor of 
Virginia for the king of England. Not a ſingle houſe remained ſtand- 
ing: and the damage was eſtimated at a million and half of dollars. The 
Engliſh who now inhabit the town, aſhamed of that act of barbarity, 
| aſſert 
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aſſert that Lord Dunmore gave orders only for the burning of the ware- 
houſes on the wharfs, for the purpoſe of facilitating the defence of the 
place, and that it was the Americans themſelves who burned the re- 
mainder of the town by order of the committee of ſafety of the legiſla- 
ture of Virginia. It is not forgotten how a few years ago the Jacobins 
in France ſaid that the ariſtocrats were themſelves the perſons who ſet 
fire to their own ch4teauz. Party-animoſity prompts men to advance the 
groſſeſt abſurdities, and cauſes them to be believed even by thoſe who 
relate them, —Mankind are every where the ſame :—an obſervation, bo 
which the truth is univerſally acknowledged. | 

Portſmouth, a ſmall aſſemblage of houſes on the oppoſite fide of 
the river, did not ſhare in the conflagration of Norfolk: From its 
ſituation it ſeemed entitled to expect all the commerce” of "Elizabeth 
River: at its quays the greateſt depth of water is found: at the higheſt - 
tides, it is there twelve feet deep, whereas it is only fix at Norfolk : the 
pump-water at the former place is not brackiſh, as at the latter: the ſoil 
on which the town is built is more dry, and the air more ſalubrious. 
But, at the concluſion of the peace, the inhabitants being incenſed. 
againſt the Engliſh, refuſed to admit any merchant of that nation, or 
any new-comer whoſe political principles were liable to ſuſpicion. To 
this rancorous diſpoſition was attributed a political motive of a leſs: 
generous kind an apprehenſion on the part of the American merchants 
who had remained at Portſmouth, left the new traders'who might come 
to ſettle among them, ffiould, by the advantage of bringing in greater 
capitals than they themſelves PEN be enabled to unde: them in the 
line of commerce. 

However this may be, the conſequence has been, that the inhabitants 
have removed to the oppoſite ſide; that Norfolk has been rebuilt, and 
that its trade is twenty times more conſiderable than that of Portſmouth : 
nay, the few merchants who ftill reſide in the latter town, purchaſe at 
Norfolk almoſt all the articles that conſtitute their cargoes, and ſome of 
them even have their compting-houſes therme. 

\Tortfmouth, which, in a very great ſpace, contains at preſent only 

about 
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about a hundred houſes, and whole ſtreets run in very ſtraight lines, 
wears the appearance rather of a town recently traced out than of one 
already built. A ſmall market is held there, but it is indifferently ſup- 
plied; there is allo an epiſcopalian church, a tolerably handſome build- 
ing, in which, as in all the churches of Georgia, Carolina, and Vir- 
-ginia, a peculiar ſtation is allotted to the Ng who are not allowed 
to mingle with the whites. 

At the cloſe of the year eighty-three there were not yet trelve houſes 
Tebuilt at Norfolk: at preſent the number is between ſeven and eight 
hundred. It is one of the uglieſt, moſt irregular, 'and moſt filthy towns 
that can any-where be found. The houſes are low and unſightly, 
Almoſt all conſtructed of wood, and erected without any attention to 
make them regularly line with each other; not twenty of them are built 
of brick. The ſtreets are unpaved: the town is ſurrounded by ſwamps: 
the naſtineſs and ſtench which prevail in it are exceſſive, and add to the 
natural inſalubrity of the ſituation, and of the climate which is ex- 
tremely hot. The magiſtrates, it is ſaid, have ſometimes attempted to 
introduce into the place a greater degree of order, and eſpecially of 
cleanlineſs : but theſe regulations have not been attended to; and 
nobody is any longer willing to act as magiſtrate. 

From theſe concurrent ſources of unhealthineſs it reſults that diſeaſes 
are habitual at Norfolk in ſummer and autumn, and that malignant 
epidemics are there frequent. Laſt year the yellow fever is ſaid to have 
carried off there five hundred perſons from a population of four thou- 
ſand. Three hundred died at the time the diſtemper prevailed ; the 
others fell victims to its conſequences. The inhabitants of Norfolk, 
even thoſe among them who are the molt opulent, fancy that the uſe of 
wine and ſtrong liquors furniſhes them with a preſervative againſt the 
infalubrity of the climate; and they make liberal uſe of the remedy. 
Previous to the war, the town is ſaid to have contained eight thouſand 
inhabitants. 

Norfolk carries on a conſiderable trade with Europe, the Antilles, 


and the Northern ſtates. Her exports are wheat, flour, Indian corn, 
timber 
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timber of every kind, particularly planks, ſtaves, and ſhingles, ſalt meat 
and fiſh, iron, lead, flax-ſeed, tobacco, tar, 'turpentine, heinp. All 
| theſe articles are the produce of Virginia, or of North Carolina, which 
latter ſtate, having no ſea-ports, or none that are good, makes her ex- 
portations principally through thoſe of Virginia. 

Norfolk is the only port for the ſouthern part of this extenſive ſlate: 
for, as no veſſels above the burden of a hundred or a hundred and twenty 
tons can go up to Peterſburg or Richmond, the produce of the back 
country which is brought to thoſe places by land, is for the moſt part 
ſent down in lighters to Norfolk, whence it is exported. Thus, this 
port almoſt ſingly carries on all the commerce of that part of Virginia 
which lies ſouth” of the Rappahannoc, and of North A far 
beyond the Roanoke. 

They are at preſent forming a canal, which, paling through tho 
Diſmal-Swamp, is to unite the waters of the ſouth branch of Elizabeth- 
River, or rather of Dup-Creek which falls into it, with Albemarle-Sound, 
by the river Paſkotank, and which will thus conſiderably ſhorten and 
facilitate the communication between North-Carolina and Norfolk. 
This canal, to which the two legiſlatures of North-Carolina and Vir- 
ginia have ſeverally given their ſanction, is carried on by ſubſcription : 
it is three years ſince it was begun; and in three years more it is ex- 
pected to be finiſhed. It is'to be twenty-eight miles in length, and to 
run through a ſoil which is ſaid to be very favourable for the purpoſe, 
and eaſily worked. Five miles of it are already dug on the Virginia 
ſide, which I examined with ſome care, and thought very well executed: 
the ſame length is alſo dug on the ſide of North-Carolina. . The Diſmal- 
Swamp has leſs ſolidity than any other which I have ever yet ſeen: but 
the earth, which is dug for the paſſage of the canal, hardens in the air, 
and makes an excellent dike. 

What muſt appear very ſurpriſing, is, that, for this canal which __ 
ſeems in ſuch a ſtate of forwardneſs, no levels have been taken. It is 
not yet known what number of locks may be neceſſary, and even whe- 
ther any will be requiſite : conſequently it is impoſſible to aſcertain what 
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may be the expence of completing it, or even whether the ſucceſs of the 
undertaking can be depended on, It is thus almoſt all the public works 
are carried on in America, where there is a total want of men of talents 
in the arts, and where ſo many able men, who are perhaps at this 
moment unemployed in Europe, might to a certainty make their for- 
tunes at the ſame dime that they were a ie ſervice to the 
country. 

The exportations from Norfolk amounted, in in 2791, to 1,028,789 
dollars—in 1792, to 1,147,414—in 1793, to 1,045,525—n 1794, to 
1,087,194—n 1795, to 1,034,827 — and already to 1,088,105 dollars 
for the firſt quarter of the current year (1790); When we conſider 
the increaſe in the exports for ſome years back; we muſt recolle& that 
the difference is much more conſiderable in the value than in the quan- 
tity. The neceſſities of Europe have more than doubled the price: and 
although it be certainly a fact that the clearing of new grounds augments 
the quantum of produce, that augmentation bears no proportion to the 
difference of value preſented by the tables for three years back, ſent in 
from the different cuſtom-houſes. In giving a combined view of the 
details of the exportation of the three principal articles of the produce of 
the country for the laſt five years, I furniſh an addon ye of my 


aſſertion. fd 
ite 4 mr 77. "FELL CRY” 
QUANTITIES. —— —— — — 
4 11791. | 1792. | 1793. 1794. 1795. 
Barrels of Floun rr | 35,071 45,909 52,836 78,981 | 66,527 | 
Buſhels of Indian Corn . |. 341,984 286,834 258,735 | 211,313 | 442,075 
Caſks of Naval Stores 29,370 44,665 | 26,753 | 23,286 14.704 
| VALUE OF THOSE ARTICLES. Dollars. | Dollars. Dollars. Dollars. : Dollars, 
1. 191,639 242,357 296,415 436,352 | Gag, 384 
o 120,33 104977 | 154,204 106,661 | 192,499 
| Naval Stores 52.333 62,031 45,014 ; $5,504 33,111 ; 


Thus we ſee that a barrel of flour, whoſe medium value in 1701 
was five dollars and fifty-five cents, in 1792 five dollars and three cents, 
in 1793 five dollars and fifteen cents, in 1794 five dollars and fafty-ſix 


cents, 
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cents, roſe in 1795 to nine dollars and thirty-five cents; and that Indian 
corn, which is an article of only ſecondary demand, was at thirty-ſeven- 
cents the buſhel in 1791, at fifty-four in 1792, at fixty-one in 1793, at 
fifty-one in 1794, and at ſixty-ſix in 1795: | 

The comparative table of the prices of timber. for the five NY 
years exhibits the ſame augmentation of price. 


Hogſhead Staves 
Years. White Oak, | Red Oak, per . per 
r r bout thouſand. 
+ vi | thodſand. and. 


Doll. Cents. Doll. Cents. Doll. Cents. Doſi. Cents. Boll. Cents. 
1791. 16, 66 | 11. 66 » 33 | 20-. „ X 

1792. | 16. 85 13. 300% „ „ „ 
1793.16. 16. „% 0. » [20 55 
ITY. | 20 „ | BY. os 1 16 „„ 
1795. 20. 15 14. 50 10. T 25. gy” 


With reſpect to the naval ſtores, as they conſiſt of various articles ex- 
tremely different in value, and as I am not furniſhed with the particulars, 
I cannot ſubje& the amount of the general eſtimates to the ſame com- 
pariſon as thoſe of the wheat, Indian corn, and timber. _ 

Excluſive of the flour exported from Norfolk, there is drawn from 
the ſtate, through that and other ports, a great quantity of wheat, which 
is taken by the merchants of Philadelphia and New-York, or the millers 
of Brandiwine, who manufacture it into flour which they export to 
Europe. Good mills are not very common in Virginia; and the want 
of capitals to erect a ſufficient number of them does not allow the Vir- 
ginians to enjoy the great advantages ariſing from the manufacture 
of flour, which they have hitherto reſigned to the other ftates, The 
high price of wheat this year, and the hope that it would riſe ſtill higher, 
have kept in Virginia a conſiderable quantity of that commodity : and, 
in conſequence of this ſpeculation, which the preſent ſtate of the market 
ſhews to have been ill-founded, the planters and the millers have on 
hand a greater ſtock of the article than * * ever a in 0 pre- 
ceding years at the ſame ſeaſon. Mende An | 

Vo. II. C | 1 
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The ſame is the caſe with reſpe& to the tonnage of the different 
American ports ; its increaſe is in great meaſure owing to the circum- 
ſtances of the war, which render the American bottoms the only vehicles 
that afford any tolerable ſecurity for the tranſportation of thoſe articles 
of American produce of which Europe and the colonies ſtand in need, 
and confine in their- own ports the merchant ſhips of France, England, 
Holland, &c. until the return of peace. Ten years ago, Norfolk could 
not reckon ten large veſſels of her own; whereas at preſent ſhe poſ- 
ſeſſes fifty of that deſcription, excluſive. of fifty others of ſmaller ſize 
particularly employed in the trade to the Antilles, Under the name 
of Norfolk are to be underſtood Norfolk and Portſmouth ; for thoſe 
two places, though otherwiſe diſtinct, conſtitute but a ſingle port of 
entry, and are both ſubje& to the ſame cuſtom-houſe. The preſent 
tonnage of Norfolk is 15,567 tons, excluſive of the veſſels employed i in 
the coaſting trade. 

The danger of ſmuggling which might be carried on by veſſels coming 
from foreign countries, and diſcharging their cargoes in James or Vork 
river, induced the congreſs to enact a law prohibiting veſſels bound to 
Richmond, Peterſburg, or Lork- town, from entering thoſe rivers without 
having on board a cuſtom-houſe- officer, whom the captain comes or 
ſends for to Norfolk. This precaution, which operates as a partial 
check on that illicit trade, does not however entirely repreſs it ; and I 
have been aſſured that it is carried on to a conſiderable amount along 
the ſhores of the Cheſapeak, notwithſtanding the vigilance of two ſmall 
veſſels belonging to the government of the Union, which are conſtantly 
n with a view to prevent it. 

The exportation of tobacco from Norfolk hes; by the diminution of 
the culture of that article in Virginia, been reduced above one third 
within the laſt five years. In 1798, it amounted to 15,002 hogſheads— 
in 1794, to 11,052—and in 1795, to 9,968. I have not been able to 
procure an accurate ſtatement of the quantities exported in 1791 and 
1792. 

* Engliſh commercial houſes are eſtabliſned at Norfolk; and he 


merchants 
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merchants of that nation hate the Americans here as well as throughout | 


almoſt the whole of the United States. They break out into invectives, 
and are laviſh of contemptuous expreſſions, againſt the country which 
enriches them. We ought never to wonder at the effects of prejudice 
and paſſion : yet, in order to account for this prepoſterous conduct, it 
is neceſlary to recollect that the generality of thoſe merchants, who are 
but the agents of different houſes in England, are men utterly deſtitute 
of education: for the better ſort of Engliſh merchants eſtabliſhed * | 
America are not guilty of ſuch blameable conduct. 
The animoſity of the Engliſh merchants reſiding at Norfolk is further | 
exaſperated by the preſence of a conſul who is a native of America, a 
loyaliſt; who bore arms againſt his country during the war between 
the colonies and Britain, and who, in addition to the politics of 
the Britiſh cabinet, feels the ſpur of perſonal reſentment for the con- 
fiſcations he has ſuffered. Public opinion however is unanimous in his 
favour with reſpec to his conduct in the war, which was very different 
from that of ſeveral officers who ſo- ſtrikingly. derogated from the ho- 
nourable character which the * nation is n allowed: to 
poſſeſs, 
This year England 5 from Virginia a . of horfes to 
mount the cavalry which ſhe propoſed to ſeid to the French iſlands ; and 
thoſe ſupplies, which at every former period had always been conſidered 
as warlike ſtores, were by the American miniftry accounted ordinary 
merchandize : conſequently their exportation was authorized by law, 
notwithſtanding the remonſtrances of the French conſul. But fortune 
has not proved ſo favourable to the Britiſh plans as the council of the 
United States : for, of four hundred horſes already ſhipped off, only 
one hundred and fifty lived to reach the place of their deſtination; and 
arrived there in bad condition. A veſſel which had about a hundred 
on board did not preſerve a fingle one of the number. The precautions, 
taken for the tranſportation of three hundred more that yet remain at 
Norfolk, being the ſame as thoſe adopted with reſpect to the former, 
the ſame reſult muſt, inevitably enſue; and the fame will probably 
&'Y be 
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bs. the bes of fire bundred others now purchaſing in North- c. 


rolina. 
If the circle of Engliſh merchants nf the creatures of the conſul at 


| Norfolk indulge in angry invective againſt the Americans and the party 


attached to France, the merchants and ather members of the community 
who have embraced the contrary party, ſupport it with equal warmth : 
ſo that nought but diviſion reigns at Norfolk in conſequence. But the 
prevailing opinion there is in favour of the French. This warmth of 
animoſity, as much as the unhealthineſs of the climate, retards the increaſe 
of Norfolk, where few new merchants come to ſettle, notwithſtanding 
its advantageous ſituation for commerce. It cannot however be doubted 
that the temptation held out by the hope of making a fortune will ſooner 
or later counterbalance thoſe inconveniences, as it has, in the caſe of 
thoſe merchants who are already ſettled there, prevailed over the pro- 


bability of diſeaſes.— I have ae nen 1 tony 
| United States mentioned: with great reſpe@ty/ 8 


In all Virginia there is but a ſingle ban 'eftabliſhed—that of Alex- 


andria, which conſequently affords to the commerce of Norfolk no 
other aid than that of its paper, which in every part of the ſtate” is acs 


- cepted as caſh, when /indorſed with a good name. In Norfolk there 


are not many opulent houſes, very few whoſe commercial enterprizes 
- but ſeveral that carry on trade to a more 
limited extent. 

Agriculture can hardly be ſaid to exiſt in Norfolk county, or in that 
of Princeſs Ann, which borders on it. Theſe two counties do indeed 
produce ſome Indian corn: but the lands would, from their nature, 
require great attention and labour to render them productive of good 
crops, eſpecially along the borders of the Cheſapeak and the ſea-coaſt. 
The landed property is much divided; and the inhabitants, who in general 
are not in very eaſy circumſtances, devote themſelves rather to the fell 
ing of timber than to the cultivation of the foil. Scarcely does the 
ſize of their gardens exceed half a ſcore perches: they cut down trees 
on their own lands and wherever elſe they find them of any value; 


and 
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and they ſquander their whole earnings on ſtrong liquors, as is the practice 
with all thoſe who lead that kind of life. Yet they are in the habit of 
gaining above a dollar per day, deduction being made for the convey- 
ance of the timber to the river · ſide; and the expence of this tranſport- 
ation is about one half of the value of the article thus tranſported. This 
timber is purchaſed by merchants at Norfolk, who derive a nnn 
profit either from the employment or re- ſale of it. ily 

The plantations. mn the interior parts of theſe counties, 4 lie 
what better cultivated. than the borders of the ſea or of the rivers, 
furniſh the Neal marks: with pay! beef and Pay F e 
even for exportation. * 

In all theſe parts, land is ſold at n fox Une e as acre 3 
and often the value of the timber which it offers for ce amounts to 
n ae eee 134 

From eighty to ninety veſſels of different es are e; 
built at Norfolk. The price of building is, for the hull on coming 
from the hands of the carpenter, twenty. four dollars per ton for «thoſe 
of above a hundred and twenty tons. Ready for ſea, they coft from 
forty-ſeven to fifty dollars per ton. The prices have riſen above one 
fourth during the laſt three years. The ſhipwright's Wages are two 
dollars and three quarters per day.—Veſlels of inferior dimenſions are 
much cheaper. A conſiderable number of chem are ſbld at Philadel- 
phia, and to great advantage. Theſe ſmall veſſels are conſtructed for 
quick ſailing: but this port, in common with almoſt all thoſe of the 
Cheſapeak, labours under the inconvenience” of worms which attack 
the veſſels from June to September, and do them material injury. 

The vicinity of Norfolk is abundantly productive of workmen of 
every kind of ſailors, of ſea captains—and Virginia is not in this 
reſpect dependent on the Northern ſtates, as are Carolina and Georgia. 
There is at Norfolk a tolerably good ſchool for boys, but it is lately 
eftabliſhed : it is what is commonly called a grammar-ſchool. Forty 
dollars per annum is the ſum paid for each pupil. There is no 
ſchool for girls, except thoſe where they learn to read: and ſuch parents 

as 
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as. wiſh to give their daughters * further education, ſend them to 
Williamſburg or Baltimore. 

The courts of the juſtices of the peace for the police of the city 8 
its environs are held at Norfolk; the county-court is held at Suffolk, 
another town about eight miles diſtant from the former. The priſons 
are ſmall, and ill conducted: there is no walk for the priſoners: * 
are fed by the jailor, who receives for each a ſhilling per day. 

The market at Norfolk is held every day, but it is not well furniſhed. 
The beef, however, is better here than at Charleſton: it coſts ten pence 
the pound ; mutton, veal, &c. a ſhilling ; flour, fourteen dollars the 
barrel. A common workman is paid a dollar per day, beſides his board. 
The cord of fire-wood coſts three dollars; hickory-wood, half a dollar 
additional. The hire of a negro is from eight to ten dollars per month. 
The medium rate of houſe-rent is two hundred and thirty dollars. The 
price of lots in the town is from nine to ten dollars the foot in front, on 
a depth of ſeventy feet. Fiſh is very abundant in the river and the bay. 


| The Virginia currency is * to the dollar, nnn 


three pounds. 

Mr. Plume, a native of Ireland, an active and intelligent man, who 
ſettled at Norfolk before the American war, conducts there a tannery 
and rope- walk, in which he employs as workmen his own negroes. He 
manufactures to a large amount, furniſhes a great part of the cordage 


conſumed in the part, and ſends his leather to every part of America. 
He procures almoſt all his hemp from the back parts of Virginia; the 


remainder he derives from Ruſſia. The latter, without being ftronger 
than that of Virginia, is more eaſily wrought, and more readily receives 
the dreſſing. The country ſupplies Mr. Plume nearly with all the hides. 
he has occaſion for: he nevertheleſs gets ſome from the heretofore 
Spaniſh part of Saint-Domingo. 

It was intended that Norfolk ſhould build one of the fix frigates of 
which the United States had determined to compoſe their marine: but, 
ſubſequent conſiderations having influenced the Congreſs to adopt the 
reſolution of reducing the number to three inſtead of fix that were voted 
dW O 
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two years ago, the other three frigates have been countermanded. That 
which was to have been built at Norfolk is among the number of the 
latter : it was begun at Goſport, a ſmall dependency of Portſmouth, 
where there are dock-yards for the conſtruction of the largeſt veſſels. 
I hgye-ſeen the beginning of the intended conſtruction: only the keel 
and ſome of the principal ribs are put together: but the timber neceſſary 
for completing the work is almoſt entirely collected on the ſpot, where 
it Nes without workmen and without protection. It is confidently af. 
ſerted that this collection of fine timber, which has not been procured 
without conſiderable trouble, and efpecially an enormous expence, is 
going to be fold. It might, one would think, be much more advan- 
tageouſly preſerved for the uſe of the United States, who appear, by this 
order for its ſale, diſpoſed to preclude themſelves from even the poſſi- 
bility of reverting to their former reſolution. 

The communication between Norfolk and Portſmouth is continual : 
it is carried on by fix row-boats belonging to a company, and by three 
ſcows in which horſes and carriages are conveniently ferried over. The. 
fare for each paſſenger is one- ſixteenth of a dollar: but, on paying fix 


dollars, a perſon may become free of the paſſage for twelve months. 


Theſe boats are managed by negroes belonging to the company. It is 
not an unintereſting obſervation to remark that one of thoſe negreos, 
named Semes, aged from thirty to five and thirty years, has learned to 
read and write by his own unaided exertions. His converſation an- 
nounces ſolid good ſenſe, together with an earneſt deſire of inſtruction: 
and, after having ſeen him, it is not eaſy to adopt the opinion of thoſe 
who refuſe to allow the negro race any conſiderable portion of in- 
tellect. 

All the country about Norfolk is level, without any elevation. The 
width and beautiful forms of Elizabeth-R rver—thelittle town of Portfmouth 
on the oppoſite ſhore—the great number of ſhipping, ſome at anchor, ſome 
at the wharfs, ſome under repair, ſome building, enliven the proſpect, 
and render it tolerably pleaſing : but, without theſe acceſſaries, it would 
be dull and infipid. The navigation of fifteen miles, which muſt be per- 
formed in order to reach the beginning of the Diſmal-Swamp canal, lies 


through 
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through a country equally flat, where the houſes are thinly ſcattered, 

| (mall and mean in appearance, and ſituate each in the centre of a ſmall 

patch of cleared ground not exceeding two or three acres. All along 

Elizabeth River and the creeks which flow into it, are built great num- 
bers of ſmall veſſels, which are almoſt all intended for fale at Philadelphia. 
The temperature of the air at Norfolk is conſtantly variable,” as is the 
caſe in many other parts of America. It frequently happens chat in 

the ſame day the diverſity of two or three ſeaſons is experienced. 
<= eaſterly. and -north-eaſterly winds render the weather cold even J 
- ſummer: from every other point the wind is accompanied with burning 
heat. At Norfolk, as in almoſt every other part of America, ſpring is 
unknown... The heat begins to be felt at an early ſeaſon ; and at the 
commencement of April, FS. beans, thorn-buſhes, and even roſe- 
trees, are in bloom. 

In every part of America FE which I have hitherto eld. 
the obliging civilities I have experienced have invariably proved how 
falſe and groundleſs are thoſe prejudices which the French and Engliſh 
ſo obſtinately entertain to the diſadvantage of the Americans. Were I 

I in this inſtance to form my ideas from my own perſonal experience 
fl | alone, they alſo might in like manner be branded with the appellation 
| of prejudice: but I have found my opinion corroborated by that of 
every traveller whom I have had an opportunity of ſeeing, and who 
thought proper to judge for himſelf, uninfluenced by partiality. The 
friendly reception given to travellers in America, eſpecially by thoſe to 

whom they come recommended, is not confined to a dinner—the uſual 

return for letters of introduction: it is common to meet men, even men 

of little leiſure, who devote to you as great a portion of their time as 

you think proper to engroſs—who ſeek for the means of rendering your 

4 ſtay agreeable—and this without compliment, with an appearance of 
fincerity and ſatisfaction which faves you from being embarraſſed by 

their complaiſance, and makes you feel it each moment more and more 
agreeable. As to me, who think myſelf by no means addicted to ex- 
aggeration, and who am far from being an admirer of every thing I ſee 

in America, I confeſs that I _—_ quir a place where I have made any 
/ ſtay, 
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ſtay, without thinking and acknowledging myſelf bound to entertain a 
ſenſe of gratitude, of which I carry away with me a reſolution of ſooner 
or later proving the ſincerity. Major William Lindſey, Commiſſioner 
of the Cuſtom-houſe, is, of all the inhabitants of Norfolk, the individual 
with whom J have the moſt particular reaſon to be ſatisfied. He js a 
man recommended by ſimplicity of manners and goodneſs of heart, and 
is held in univerſal eſteem. I am perſonally indebted to him for in- 
formation on a variety of ſubjects; and to his-amiable diſpoſition to- 
ward me I am further indebted for the opportunities of acquiring ſuch - 
information as he could not himſelf furniſh me with. 

There are three churches in Norfolk: one, Proteſtant-epiſcopaſian, 
which, like all the others of that ſect in Virginia, is ſuhject to the i in- 
ſpection of the Biſhop of Williamſburg : another belongs to the Roman 
Catholics, and the clergyman derives his powers from Mr. Carrol, 
Biſhop of Maryland : the third is a Methodiſt church, in which, as in 
all others of that denomination, nnn * 
ings, and contortionss. 

To the port of Norfolk, above any other b nazi came 
the greateſt number of coloniſts eſcaped from Saint-Domingo at the 
commencement of their troubles. The principal cauſe of that choice. 
was the circumſtance that the convoy which failed from Cape Francais; 
after the conflagration of the town, put into Hampton-Road. Norfolk 
lies twenty miles from the road : and the warmth of the climate, the 
ſlavery. of the negroes which left it in the power of the refugee coloniſts, 
to employ thoſe whom they had been able to bring off with them, and 
the kind reception which the inhabitants gave to the ill-fated fugitives, 
fixed them on the ſpot. Private ſubſcriptions raiſed in all the towns-of 
Virginia, together with further, ſums voted by the ſtate legiſlature and 

by Congreſs, afforded the unfortunate French inconteſtable proofs of the 
benevolence and generolity of the Americans, The people of Norfolk 
ſhowed themſelves very warm adyocates of the French cauſe; and, 
among ſeveral teſtimonies. which they diſplayed of that diſpoſition, the 

Vol. II. D following 
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Glowing deſerves to be quoted. The French convoy was preparing to 
quit the Cheſapeak in order to proceed to the northern part of America: 
à report was circulated that the friends of * * * * intended to ſend a 
pilot-boat to Halifax to give intelligence of their departure to the Engliſh 
fleet; and that very night all the pilot-boats were unrigged. 
The number of French reſident at Norfolk has conſiderably diminiſh: 
ed. They have diſperſed through the other parts of America, where 
there is hardly a town that nor not t reckon ſome of mmm 
its inhabitants. 

I had great pleaſure in meeting at Norfolk my friend Monſieur Guil- 
lemard whom T had left fick at Philadelphia ; but” we-are once more to 
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HAMPTON. 


A enn emen tranſporting the ene Norfolk to "cu 
ton, whence it is forwarded by land to Richmond, is the uſual convey- 
ance for paſſengers who intend to purſue that route. In good weather, 
the paſſage, which is about eighteen miles, is performed in two hours: 

ve were ten hours in eroſſing, for want of wind: and as the tide was 
low when we arrived at Hampton, on the ſecond of June, our negro 
ſailors miſſed the narrow channel which leads to the town, and fo com- 
- pletely ſtranded us on a bar which choaks up the entrance of the creek, 
that we were obliged to gain Hampton in a boat. This place is a ſmall 
village, which the difficult entrance won its creek wilt 4248 from-ever 
becoming more conſiderable. ; 
Hampton is the only place where, on Werse from Norfolk; a 
perſon can debark who / propoſes to travel by land through this part of 
Virginia. The arrival of the Richmond ſtage three times a week, and 
the reſidence of a few pilots who were induced to chooſe this ſpot for 
the place of their abode on account of its proximity to the entrance of 
the Cheſapeak, give to this petty village ſome little ſhare of activity, 


I 
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find in it but two ſmall beds to accommodate five paſſengers of us who 
arrived together. It is ſaid to be in contemplation to erect a more c 
venient one: ſo much the better for thoſe who may come after us. For- 
tunately we were to quit this abominable lodging at two-o'clock in the 
morning; and it was already eleven: henee this uncomfortable might 
was ſoon paſt. But there was not a ſingle morſel of bread to be en- 
Ate If DIA a eum 
F ts contre 
Bees ders Re a. The 
exportations amounted, in 1791, to 1,393 dollars—in 1792, to 4,061 
in 1793, to 11,789g—in 1794, to 41,047. In hn 

Wannen * ; | | 


YORK-TOWN. eas, oo 


- The rok from 3 — York-Town runs _ . — >» + 
The patches of cleared land are yet rare and inconſiderable in this di- 
ſtrict. One meets however with ſome fields of Indian corn, meadows, 
crops of rye. Spots of ſeveral acres are ſeen incloſed with fences, which 
are even ſometimes well executed by means of a mound of earth a 
couple of feet in height, forming a kind of wall, on which are planted 
ſtakes that are. afterwards interwoven with pine-branches. But in tra- 
verſing America the traveller cannot refrain from aſking} in his own 
mind why the people do not plant quick hedges, which n 
ſecurity, and are at the ſame time an ornament to the lande. 

The ſoil, in the whole of this tract, ö 
, means of the firſt quality. The moſt common trees in the woods ere 
the pine, the oak, the beech, and the hickory. I have ſeen ſome of con- 
fiderable height. The country is flat. The ground however is thirty 
feet higher than the river at Vork- Town: yet the road, with the excep- 
tion of two or three ſmall riſings, has to the view all the inconveniences 
6ꝙ—— te Wa too: Fre le 21 
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Fork - Town is the place where terminated the American war—where 

the French effectually aided the Americans to ſhake off the yoke of 
England—and where Britiſh pride was a ſecond time ſeyerely humbled, 
I have gone over the part of the country that had been occupied by 

the encampments and the works of the allied armies : it was quite familiar 
to me from the plans of it which I had often examined. It is now dif- 
Heult'to diſcover any veſtiges of the batteries, of the parallels, even of 
the two redoubts ſo brilliantly carried by the American and French 
grenadiers under the command of Meſſieurs de la Fayette and de Vio- 
meſnil. The earth has preſerved the traces of them no better than many 
American heads would now wiſh to retain the remembrance. Some of 
the Britiſh intrenchments in front of the town are more diſtinctly recog- 
nizable. But the only really exiſting monument of that memorable ſiege is 
General Nelſon's houſe, the moſt conſiderable edifice in the whole town, 
and which, until a few days after the commencement of the ſiege, was 
Lord Cornwallis's head-quarters. - That great houſe, which is built of 
brick, and which at that period had been recently erected, is pierced in 
every direction with cannon-ſhot, and bomb-ſhells ; and the ſurrounding 
ſpot of ground every-where diſplays ſtrong traces of their ravages. 
That houſe, which General Nelſon neglected to have ſpeedily repaired 
after the ſiege, has, ſince his death, devolved, together with the reſt of 
his property, to his three ſons ; and they not agreeing as to the diſpoſal 
of the houſe, it remains unrepaired. This conſequence which is detri- 
mental to the intereſts of his family, is, in my opinion, very advantageous 
to the town, inaſmuch as it preſerves there a curious monument of an 
event which proved deciſive in favour of American independence, and 
which at any period would be honourable to any nation. After the 
ſurrender of York-Town, the Congreſs, in paſſing a vote of thanks to the 
American and French armies which had thus brought the war to a con- 
clufion, gave orders for the erection of a monument to perpetuate the 
memory of that tranſaction. The monument is not even yet begun. 
Such negligence is inconceivable, ſhameful, and unaccountable. The 
preſent diſpoſition of the American government toward England does 
| not 
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not 0 a ſuppoſition that — Ane. time n 
erecting that monument. 145 
Vork Town, where ee ee 05 358 * eee 
any other object of curioſity. It is a ſmall and tolerably well built vil- 
lage, where the Engliſh, contrary to their uſual practice during the 
American war, deſtroyed no houſes except ſuch as impeded their defence. 
Its population conſiſts of eight hundred perſons, of whom two thirds 
are negroes. It is agreeably ſituated, commanding a fine proſpect of the 
majeſtic ſtream of Vork- River, which Glouoeſter- Point, that lies oppoſite, 
narrows here to two thirds of a mile, n — 1390 

town is two miles widlgleemeee. | ts 
{ | York-Town carries on no trade: but the Ab chat forty 
years back it was the emporium of all Virginia. It fupplied with Euro- 
pean commodities all the ſhops and ſtores of the moſt diſtant tons; 
and it was the port where the planters, who at that time ſold their 
tobacco directly to the Engliſh merchants, were accuſtomed to ſhip- it, 
Before the commencement of the revolutionary war, there were ſtill 
fix or ſeven ſhips annually loaded there for England. Since that 
period its commerce has been uniformly on the decline; and it has 
now dwindled to nothing. Norfolk and Baltimore export all the pro- 
duce of York-River, and furniſh the town with European goods. The 
inhabitants are of courſe deſtitute of employment: ſome of the number 
retail ſpirituous liquors and a few ſtuffs : others call themſelves lawyers 
and juſtices of the peace. In general they have at ſome diſtance from 
the town ſmall farms to which they every morning pay a viſit. But 
theſe occupations not engroſſing much of their attention or their time, 
the inhabitants of York-Town, who live together on terms of the greateſt 
harmony, much more affiduouſly employ both the one and the other in 
dining together, drinking punch, and playing at billiards. To give a 
ſomewhat higher zeſt to this monotonous round of life, they often 
change the place of their meetings. 

On the oppoſite fide of the river, in I are eue 
built a conſiderable number of veſſels. 


York- 
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* +Yark-Town is the capital of York-County, which contains a population 
of about ſix thouſand inhabitants, of whom above one half are ſlaves. 
The town, notwithſtanding the decay of its commerce, has a cuſtom- 
houſe, to which are ſubject ſeveral little ports in the vicinity. The 
value of its exportations was 0058 1 1 dollars in the year 1791—154,466 
in 179234, 992 in 1793—7,579 in 4794—and 3,060 in 1799. 
I dined with the greater number of thoſe who compoſe the ſociety of 
York-Town,” at the houſe of Mr. Clarkſton, to whom I had letters of 
introduction. Doctor Griffin, to whom I had alſo a letter, was abſent 
from town. He is ſaid to be a man of information. I found in Mr. 
Clarkſton and all the others a very obliging diſpoſition, a great deſire to 
do every thing which they could conceive likely to prove agreeable to 
me; in ſhort I obſerved in them all the characteriſtics of an honeſt, 
an honourable remembrance of the French troops, on account of their 
exemplary conduct as well during the ſiege as during the ſpace of ſome 
months which intervened between the termination of the ſiege and their 
departure for France. The name of Marechal Rochambeau is here e 
„ et vv 42 gf 31 175 

There is no regular narket at York-Town : each perſon fuiniths 
himſelf. with meat in the beſt manner he can; and they are ſeldom un- 
ſupplied with it. Beef coſts from three to four pence the pound; mut- 
ton and veal fix pence; other articles in proportion. Fiſh is here 
abundant, and almoſt for nothing. The higheſt rents in the town are 
from eighty to a hundred dollars. Flour, an article which it is dif- 
ficult to procure, coſts at preſent fifteen” dollars. Although the air of 
this place be infinitely more ſalubrious than that of Norfolk, the 


inhabitants nevertheleſs frequently experience intermittent fevers in 
autumn. | % 5 8 ! xr ig 
| WILLIAMS- 
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0 203 ni grunde 1 5 

The e inhabitants of Tork Toun being precluded by the ternal of 
thei circumſtances from keeping horſes, of which however they often 
ſtand in need, one or two perſons have ſome fot hire in that little town, 
conſiſting of only about fifty houſes. I there. had an opportunity of 
procuring one to convey 12. to Wikkamiburgy! where 1 arrived on the 
fourth of lune e 2560 
The road from Yark-Town to Williamiburg is is in hots parts ee 
the. country is ſomewhat more, hilly; and cultivation is a little more 
common. New ſettlements. are ſeen which are tolerably well begun ; 
and, the pieces of new-eleared land are in almoſt every inſtance fur- 
rounded with ditches well made and well ſodded : but the houſes uni- 
formly exhibit a mean appearance, and their inhabitants betray ſtrong 
ſymptoms of, poyerty, A long tract of woodland is here alſo to be 
paſſed, where no cultivation is ſeen; but where the oak, the hickory, the 
liguidambar, the ſaſſafras tree, grow with vigour, and feem to indicate a 
good ſoil. The cattle here, as in Carolina, are conſtantly in the woods: 
they are poor and ill- favoured, and of a bad breed. They are fed in the 
ſtable during a feẽw weeks previous to their being killed.—In all this 
tract, land is ſold at four or five dollars the acre. | 

Williamſburg is ſituate in a plain five miles from York-River, * 4 
the ſame diſtance from James-River. Two creeks, which empty them- 
ſelves into thoſe great rivers,.. approach within two miles of the town on 
each ſide, and are there navigable. It is by means of theſe ereeks that 
the commodities of Europe, arrive from Richmond, Norfolk, and ſome- 
times Baltimore, to — Ares. in Ka nee 
indifferently fupplied. Ad! 

Before the kr ag Williamſburg i be capital of Virginia : bir 
at that period the legiſlature choſe Richmond for the place of their 
meeting, as being more; diſtant from the ſea-coaſt; and they have ſince 
eſtabliſhed themſelves there, This removal has reduced Williamſburg 
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to a village. Every perſon who was connected with government has 
followed the legiſlature to Richmond; and the number of inhabitants is 
annually decreaſing at Williamſburg in the ſame manner as at York- 


Town. The preſent population is about twelve or thirteen er 
ſouls, of whom above one half are negro ſlaves. | 


A ſtate-houſe, of which one part ſerves for the ſittings of the An- 
court, bears the name of * the Capitol.” It is a tolerably handſome 
brick building, but is falling to ruin. A marble ſtatue of Lord Botetourt, 
one of the governors of Virginia under the former ſyſtem, whoſe con- 
duct had entitled him to the reſpe& and attachment of the Virginians, 
ſtands in the periſtyle of this Capitol: but it is in a disfigured ſtate. 
The lower claſs of the inhabitants of Williamſburg, actuated by revolu- 
tionary animoſity, conſidered as an act of homage to liberty every 
inſult offered to that monument ereQed by gratitude in honour of a 
former lord; and in conſequence they ſhamefully mutilated it. The 
inſcription engraven on the pedeſtal, expreſſing the grateful ſenſe of the 
people of Virginia, and which the populace did not deſtroy, forms a 


- ſtriking contraſt with the indignities which the ſtatue has AY 


and honourably vindicates the memory of Lord Botetourt. 

This Capitol terminates a ſtreet of a hundred and ſixty feet in breadth, 
and three quarters of a mile in length, at the oppoſite end of which 
ſtands the college. This eſtabliſhment, founded in the reign of William 
and Mary, {till bears their names. Its income, before the revolution, 
was from ſeventeen to eighteen thouſand dollars : at preſent it is reduced 
to three thouſand five hundred. It aroſe partly from duties on the ex- 
portation of tobaceo and ſeveral other commodities, and partly from 


land. The duties fell to nothing i in conſequence of the unlimited free- 


dom of the export trade: the twenty thouſand acres of land have alone 
remained ; theſe are let out on long leaſes of two or three lives, and are 
all in a ſtate of cultivation. Another ſmall duty, on the ſurveying of 
land, concurs with the rent ariſing from thoſe twenty thouſand" acres 
in compoſing that ſcanty income of three thouſand five hundred _ 
which the legiſlature —— WATER e ELIAS" 
* PRA 4a 
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Mathematica, natural and moral philoſophy, natural and civil; law, 
with ahbe modern languages, . conſtitute the whole round of inftrugion  _ 
given in this college. The pupils are not ſent thither before the age of . 
fifteen, and generally ſpend two years in purſuing the different courſes 
of ſtudy. One is aſtoniſhed to learn that not one of them lives in thoſe 
vaſt buildings deſtined for their reception, but that they are diſperſed =» + 
through the different boarding-houſes in the town, at a diſtance from aal! 
inſpection. Biſhop Madiſon who is preſident of this ſeminary, nde. 
the other profeſſors, who together with him definitively make all the 
regulations reſpecting the internal police of the college, aſſert that. it hes 
been proved by experience, that good order, peace, and eren che hegen 
of their ſtudies, are more effectually promoted by this ſeparation of the „ 
ſtudents, than by their being united together within the ſame walls, as ke He 
the common effects of ſuch union were frequent quarrels. and precot-” 0 
certed mutinies. On hearing their reaſonings, one would, be tempted - oF « LY 7 
to think that they have paid greater regard to their own eaſe than to the 
intereſt of the youth entruſted to their care, hom ſtrict watchfulngs, 
good management, and attentions proportioned to their age, would hae 
as effectually kept in good e mmm every other col- *. 
; lege in the world. n e , — — L 
The ſtudents- ee . — 5608 profeſſor, whoſe eourſe r 
leſſons they attend : their board and lodging coſt them from a hundred 
to a hundred and twenty dollars: conſequently the expence to their 
parents amounts to about a hundred and ſixty or a hundred and ſeventy 
dollars a year. Excluſive of theſe emoluments, each profeſſor receives 
oy 2 of four hundred dollars from the funds of the eſtabiſm- 
Biſhop Madiſon ocenpies» the chair of natural” and moral phi-” 
1 and has, in r to his a falary, two hundred © © 
dollars more, as Preſident. - : TH 729, 
K of rate See to : 
the profeſſors, who are nominated by a board of eighteen viſitoxs choſen = 
chroughout. the whole ſtate. The houſe Aike the generality of thoſe im 
Wilkiamſburg, York-Town, and even 6 vet] in very indi figrent 
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dinary rotation of culture here is Indian corn—next wheat or other 
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condition. The college is not ſufficiently opulent to make the requiſite 
annual repairs 3 and whenever it becomes neceſlary to undertake ſuch 
as are in any wiſe conſiderable, it is aided hy the legiſlature. It poſſeſſes 
a kbrary tolerably well furniſhed with elaſſical books: it conſiſts almoſt 
entirely of old books, except two hundred volumes of the fineſt and beſt 
French productions ſent as a preſent by Louis XVI. at the termination of 


| the American war, but which a merchant at Richmond, who was com- 


milſioffed to forward them to the college, fuffered to lie forgotten in his 
cellars amid hogſheads of ſugar and caſks of oil, until, when at length 
he did forward them, they were totally ſpoiled. The funds of the col- 
lege do not allow any addition to their 8 85 which moreover is very 


ul kept in point of order and cleanlineſs. 


The legiſlature of Virginia is faid to entertain the deſign of Palo 
a new college in a more central part of the tate : but it is not known 
whether that of Williamſburg is to be taken as the ground-work of the 
intended eftabliſhmerit, or ſuffered to continue on its preſent footing and 
left to its own darn ns Wee Nervt the e e be — 


* 
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ſupported from the public treaſury. It is a fine building; but in it the 
unfortunate maniacs are rather abandoned to their wretched ſtate than 
ſubjected to any treatment which might tend to their recovery. From 


the obſervations made in Virginia on maniacal complaints, the principal 
cauſes aſſigned for them are enthuſiaſtie devotion and ſpirituous liquors; 
and it appears that ſueh às ariſe from the latter of theſe cauſes are leſs 


diſſeult of cure than thoſe which owe their origin to the former. There 
. ͤ Re; nr Prong 


of containing thirty. 4. "7 * 
The ſoil in the vicinity of Williamburg is colerably well 0 


but here, as in other parts of Virginia, each proprietor poſſeſſes ſo great 


an extent of land; that he eultłvates but a ſmall portion of iti The or- 


Brain — then three or four years in fallow, during which che crops of 
P _ q * ** , graſs 
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graſs furniſh the cattle with good ſuſtenance. After this reſt of three of 
four years, the ground is again cultivated in the ſame manner. he 
lands thus managed yield from eight to twelve buſhels of wheat per 
aere, or from twelve to fourteen of Indian corn. Thoſe few- ſpots 
that are manured with dung produce double that quantity. In the im- 
mediate environs of the town, the land in general is indifferent; it ſells - 
for ſeven or eight dollars the acre. The beſt ſpots, eſpecially thoſe -- 
which are fituate near ereeks, bear a higher price, as far as twelve dal- 
lars: but it is worthy of remark, that while, in almoſt every other part 
of America, the price of land has encreaſed three and four fold, in theſe 
lower parts of Virginia mea ty 1 no erer during the laſt 
twenty years.” K 6 "= A ng nes 
At Williamſburg a regular aller and the prices are/the ſame 
as at TLork-Town. A pair of oxen fit for the plough are ſold for forty 
dollars. They are ſmall and indifferent. Sheep are in tolerable plenty; 
but they are of an inferior and ugly breed. Their wool is valued” at 
about a quarter-dollar the pound. The difference in the demand, rather 
than in the quality, ſometimes cauſes a ſmall variation in the prices.” 
The ſtate taxes are not conſiderable. - I ſhall ſpeak of them moe at 
large, when I have had ſufficient opportunities of procuring more com 
plete information on the ſubject. The town-rates are nothing there 
being neither pavements, nor public buildings, nor bridges, to he kept 
in repair: the heavieſt rate is that for the ſuſtenance of the puck 
Each houſe-keeper contributes, for himſelf and for each of his negrocs 
above the age of ſixteen years, half a dollar for that purpoſe. The ſum 
total of theſe contributions is diſtributed by the overſeers of the phõi 
under the inſpection of the juſtices of the peace, to ſuch families as art 
deemed to ſtand in need of aſſiſtance. Theſe receive from twelve to 


thirty-ſix dollars per annum, according to their * remaining _ | 
to work or their total incapacity for labour. v $6 AH a5 - 
In a country where. it is eaſy to proctife a ſublitoure and to nk 
ſome reſerve for old age—in a country where population; being e 
eue, productive, conſtantly ſupplies each family With ſome young 
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branch capable of ſupporting it—one- can hardly feel inclined to beſtow 
bis approbation on a tax whoſe inevitable tendency is to perpetuate 


and even to create. idleneſs and improvidence : and it might perhaps 
with reaſon be ſaid, that, in this pretended charity, there is a greater 

portion of vanity and indolent inattention than of genuine beneficence | 
- and enlightened policy. It was firſt introduced into Virginia becauſe 


it was eſtabliſhed" in England: it has maintained its ground here be- 
cauſe a tax of this kind is not eaſily reformed - becauſe it is ſupported 


by habit and becauſe, moreover, in a country where ſlavery prevails, 


and where the poſſeſſion of the ſoil is veſted in ſo few hands, that claſs 


of whites who do not poſſeſs landed property are more indigent than 
elſewhere.— The negroes have no ſhare in this public charity. 


Mr. Andrews, mathematical profeſſor in the college, and Biſhop 


Madiſon, did me the honours of the town with that obliging polite- 


neſs which I have been habitually accuſtomed to experience in Ame» 
rica. With the former of theſe gentlemen I had become acquainted 
at Norfolk ; to the Biſhop 1 had letters. In the two days which I 
ſpent at Williamſburg, they introduced me to the chief part of the 
ſociety of the place, which appears very much united, and to conſiſt of 
well- informed men. Biſhop Madiſon, is himſelf a man of conſiderable 


| knowledge in natural philoſophy, chymiſtry, and even polite literature. 


His library, much leſs numerous than that of the college, conſiſts of 


N amore choice ſelection of books, eſpecially of thoſe relating to the 


ſciences. He annually augments his collection by the addition of the 
moſt eſteemed ſcientific and new publications. To him the public are 
indebted for meteorological obſervations very accurately made in dif- 
ferent parts of Virginia, and to which he has devoted much time. 

The inhabitants of Williamſburg, if we except the profeſſors and 
the judges, have not much more opulence or employment than thoſe of 
York-Town : they have as frequent meetings as the others: but it ap- 
pears that they live leſs © freely,” as the country phraſe expreſſes — 
that is to ſay, they drink leſs wine and ſpirits. 


f * the remarks I have en heard on the ſubjest of politics in 
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Virginia are in direct oppoſition to the idea that had been given me on 


that head in the northern ſtates. The general opinion, it is true, is 


evidently againſt the treaty: people would have wiſhed that it had 
never taken place, or at leaſt that it had been made on better terms 
that the preſident's inſtructions had been more faithfully followed 
that he, yielding to what appears to have been his firſt; impulſe, had 
ſent it back to England without communicating it to the ſenate; nor 
is it thought here that a war would have been the conſequence of 


ſuch a ſtep. But, from the then exiſting ate of the buſineſs, it 


would have been matter of conſiderable regret to them that the opi- 
nion of the oppoſition- party in the late congreſs had prevailed reſpect- 
ing the non-appropriation of the funds neceſſary for carrying it into 
execution; and they ſeem fſatisfied that the long debates, which 
leave no doubt of the diſapprobation with which the treaty was re- 
ceived, have terminated in the manner that they did. n ' 

As I advance farther into the country, I ſhall become ideas ace 
nen the general opinion. I have great pleaſure in obſerving 
that the French army is here remembered with veneration; it partly 
remained here for ſeveral months; and each individual recollects with 
intereſt and gratitude the particular officer with whom he was ac- 
quainted. Above all the others, monſieur de Rochambeau and the 
baron de Viomeſnil have left an honourable remembrance of them- 
ſelves in the minds of the inhabitants: and whenever the converſation 
perſonally turns on the individuals of that army — whether generals, 
commanders of corps, or aides- de- camp —it appears that the judgement 
which has been formed of them here was dictated by great W 
* aud Juſtice. | 


JOURNEY TO RICHMOND. 


1 of 

Of all the inconveniences attending the public carriages in America 
—and the ox ins of thoſe" inconveniences is N of the moſt 
FS * * ; : mortifying 
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mortifying is that they almoſt invariably run over the very worſt parts 
of the country through which they travel. The roads are generally, 
and with good reaſon, laid out in the drieſt ſoils, conſequently in the 
" ſpots which are the leaſt adapted for cultivation. In the ſpace of 
fixty miles which 1 yeſterday travelled from Williamſburg to Rich- 
mond, I did not ſec twenty houſes; and ſuch as I ſaw were mean and 
wretched. ' A few fields of Indian corn occaſionally met my fight, 
and ſome new-cleared grounds of conſiderable extent, but not a ſingle 
field that was tolerably well cultivated ; whereas I am aſſured, that, 
within four miles on each fide of the road, the lands are good and the 
- . plantations numerous. A few hills, however, occur on the way: and 
When a traveller's eye has, like mine, been near three months fa- 
tigued by that unvarying uniformity of flat ſands and ſtagnant marſhes, 
a hill proves a ſource of enjoyment : he excuſes its aridity in conſidera- 
tion of its being a hill: and when, with the diverſity and animation 
which this change in the face of the country gives to the proſpect, he 
combines the idea that he has now reached the boundaries of that 
mephitic ſtagnation which engenders and propagates all ſpecies of 
maladies with ſuch fatal rapidity, his enjoyments are not confined to 
the eye alone. a 
Crowded in the ſtage by ten bore and their baggage, we did 
not arrive at Richmond before eleven o'clock at night, though we 
had ſet out from Williamſburg at eight in the morning; the rain, 
which has been abundant during the laſt two . kavieg rendered 
the cs; very bad. - 3s 


* | * 


TOWN OF RICHMOND. 


The poſition of Richmond is truly agrecable. The lower town, 
which is ſituate along the bank of James-River, lies between that 
river and a tolerably high hill: but the greater part of the houſes— 
thoſe indeed of almoſt every perſon ho is not engaged in trade 
* on the hill, which commands a proſpect of the river, and 
© whence 


- 
* 
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the extenſivo valley through which it flows, and the numerous falls 
by which its ſtream is broken. On the oppolite fide of the river, 
the country riſes in a gentle acclivity ; and the little but well-built 


whence the view embraces at once the iſlands formed by its waters, 


town of Mancheſter, environed by cultivated fields which are orna- 


mented by an infinite number of trees and dotted with ſcattered 
houſes, embelliſhes the ſweet, variegated, agreeable, and romantic 
perſpective. | . 

The Capitol is erected on a point of this. hill which. commands 
the town. This edifice, which is exremely vaſt, is conſtructed on 
the plan of the + Maiſon Quarree” at Niſmes, but on a much 
more extenſive. ſcale, The attics of the Maiſon Quarree have un- 
dergone an alteration in the Capitol, to ſuit them fot the con- 
venience of the public offices of every denomination, which, thus: 
perfeAly ſeeure againſt all accidents from fire, lie within reach 
of the tribunals, the executive council, the governor, the general 
aſſembly, who all fit in the Capitol, and draw to it a great afflux of 
people. This building, which is entirely of brick, is not yet coated 
with plaſter : the columns, the pilaſters, are deſtitute of baſes and 
_ capitals : but the interior and exterior cornices are finiſhed, and are 
well executed. The reſt will be completed with more or leſs ſpeed: 
but, even in its preſent unfiniſhed ſtate, this building is, beyond com- 


pariſon, the fineſt, the moſt noble, and the greateſt, in all America; © 


The internal diſtribution of its parts is extremely well adapted to the 
purpoſes for which it is deſtined. It was Mr. Jefferſon who, during 
his embaſſy in France, ſent the model of it. Already it is ſaid to 
have coſt a hundred and ſeventy thouſand dbllars ; and fiſteen thou-- 
ſand more are the eſtimated ſum requiſite for completing. it and 
remedying ſome defects which have been n in _ coc 

ſtruction. FF 
In the great central | veſtibule, which: is lighted” by 2 Rind eric 
contained in the thiekneſs of the roof, has lately been placed a ſtatue 
e Waſhington, voted; ten years fince,. by the general aſſem- 
bly 


. 
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bly of Virginia. 10 addition to the ente of gratitude Which they - 
felt in common with the reſt of America, that body entertained more- 
over a particular affection for him, together with the pride of hav- 
ing him for their countryman. Since that period the preſident has 
- © acquired new claims to the general approbation and eſteem. If he be 
Wy .chargeable with ſome errors ian adminiſtration, as I think he is, never- 
10 © +theleſs his devotion to the public weal and the purity of his inten- 
6 tions cannot even be ſuſpected: yet it is doubtful whether at the pre- 
ſent moment the aſſembly of Virginia would be inclined to vote him 
| ſuch an honour : at leaſt it is certain that the ſame unanimity would 
| not prevail on the occaſion. This ſtatue was executed by Houdon, 
one of the firſt ſculptors in France. He undertook a voyage to Ame- 
rica five: or fix years ſince for the expreſs purpoſe of making a buſt of 
the preſident from the life. Although the ſtatue be beautiful, and 
diſplay even a nobleneſs in the compoſition and a likeneſs in the fea- 
'tures, it- does not bear the marks of Houdon's talent : one cannot trace 
in it the hand of him who produced the celeſtial: Diana whiett Douſti- 
tutes the chief part of that artiſt's reputation. P + 
Near this ſtatue of the preſident ſtands a marble buſt of monſieur 
de la Fayette, voted at the ſame time by the aſſembly of Virginia, and 
alſo carved by Houdon, but with greater diſplay of ability. 
The population of Richmond amounts to fix thouſand perſuns, of 
whom about one third are negroes. This town has prodigiouſly in- 
creaſed during the years which have elapſed ſince the legiſlature choſe 
it for the place of their fittings: but within the laſt two or three 
years it has remained ſtationary. A few years back, a conflagration 
conſumed almoſt all the lower part of the town. This accident iuduced 
the inhabitants to rebuild in brick not only the houſes conſumed, which 
had been of wood, but alſo ſeveral others which the owners“ fears 
wiſhed to preſerve from the ſame calamity. At l there 8x05 few 
wapden houſes at Richmond. 
8 The trade of this town conſiſts i in * purchaſe of the — 4 pro- 
ductions, the uumber of 7 is s, nolfincd to wheat, Indian geben, 
* * TY. "145 and 
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ll cc in ſelling at ſecond hand the artieles of demedig 
conſumption, which are generally procuted from England. The num 0 8 
ber of merchants who carry on a direct commerce with Europe is in- Na N 
conſiderable: they keep their ſhips at Norfolk; the river not being na · * e 
vigable for thoſe of large ſize higher up than City- Point, at the diſtance,” = 
by water, of fixty-ſix miles below Richmond. They therefore ſend the - 1 
produce of the country in ſmaller veſſels to Norfolk, here they eaſil7 er 
find opportunities of completing their cargo, if needful. The gene * 
rality of theſe merchants are only the agents or partners of Engliſn - 
houſes: the others hardly carry on any other than the commiſſion trade, * . . 
which may be conſidered as the real huſineſs of the placdge. 
It is from the merchants of Richmond-or Peterſburg that thoſe of 
Norfolk moſt commonly purchaſe the grain, flour, and tobacco, whiety ,.. . © 
the latter export, and which the former have purchaſed at firſt hand. ö 
The country produce is paid for by the merchants in ready money 
or at ſhort credit: they even frequently obtain it on cheaper terms by | 
furniſhing the planters with an advance of money on their crop. The 
Richmond merchants ſupply all the ſtores through an extenſive tragt 
of back country. As they have a very long credit from England, they © 
can allow a ſimilar indulgence of ſix, nine, or twelve months to the SIE, 
ſhopkeepers whom they ſupply, aud from whom they always'detiveia a 
conſiderable profit, which is ſtill 12 increaſed when they *. n 
payment in country produ e. 
Almoſt all the merchants of 8 hops for 1 
trade. They all teal i in bills of exchange on Europe; a * ck 
often proves extremely profitable to them. - + 
There are few opulent merchants at Richmond Qil Gee in Ws: | 
circumſtances, and it is no difficult matter to ſind good notes at four 
and five per cent per month. But people have not here, as in the 
principal towns of America, the reſource! of putting theſe notes into 
the bank: accordingly this kind of traffie is here much mote lucrative. 
The legal N of money, which is only five per cent per annum, 
Vox. II. #1 . F ee * 45 
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Y together with the ſcarcity of ſpecie and the general want of — 


render it difficult to obtain money on loan. 


RICHMON! D CANAL. 


The falls of James-River, which obſtructed its navigation from the 
diſtance of ſeven miles above Richmond, heretofore impoſed a neceſſity 
of employing land-carriage for that ſpace. At preſent a canal, running 
parallel with the courſe of the river for thoſe ſeven miles, connects 
the communication by water, and opens a navigation which extends 
without interruption two hundred miles above Richmond. This ca- 
nal, already nearly finiſhed, - will be entirely completed during the 
preſent year, excepting the baſin, which the directors propoſe to form 
at the entrance of the town, and of a much greater ſize than ſeems 
neceſſary for the trade of Richmond on auy reaſonable ſuppoſition of 
its future encreaſe. The locks at the opening of the canal are erected : 
they are ſimple, and the gates are eaſily managed by one or two men, 
but. might be rendered ſtill more eaſy in their movement. Theſe, 
being three in cloſe ſucceſſion, raiſe the boats to an elevation of ſeven - 
teen feet. Others will be required, if it be intended to carry the canal 
as far as Rocket, a mile below the town, beyond which point veſlels 
of forty tons cannot come up on the Richmond fide : on the other fide 
veſſels even of greater burden can come up almoſt oppoſite to the 
town. The extenſion of the canal to Rocket has for its object to fa- 
cilitate the direct tranſportation of the back- country produce to City- 
Point, and ſo on to Norfolk. By this mean, thoſe commodities, which 
otherwiſe would find no market except at Richmond, might reach 
Norfolk, and, by exciting a competition between the merchants of 
both towns, might probably cauſe an encreaſe of profit to the planters. 
But the expence of theſe additional locks would be very conſiderable. 
The fund of two hundred and forty thouſand dollars, raiſed by a ſub- 
ſcription of ſe ven hundred ſhares, is already exhauſted : and a loan 

of 
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of twenty-one thouſand dollars, made by the truſtees of the canal un · 
der the authority of the ſtate, and ſecured by a mortgage of the tolls 
that have already begun to be received on the part which is finiſhed, 
has been proved ſcarcely ſufficient to complete the execution of the 
original plan, It appears that the great expence which would attend 
the addition furniſhes the holders of the canal ſhares with a pretext for 
oppoſing it, and that the Richmond merchants uſe that as a cloke to 
cover their wiſh to remain the ſole purchaſers of the produce of the back 
country, which is the real motive of their oppoſition to the further ex · 
tenſion of the caual. | | 


INSPECTION OF MERCHAN DIZE. 


The culture of tobacest is not carried on in the vicinity of Richmond; 
at leaſt not on an extenſive ſcale. There are nevertheleſs three houſes 
of inſpection in this town: ſimilar eſtabliſhments are to be found in 
every diſtrict of Virginia where tobacco is cultivated, and in all the com- 
mercial towns. Theſe inſpections, whoſe object is to enſure to foreign 
purchaſers the quality of the commodity for which they contract, are 
ordered by the ſtate for tobacco, flour, and other articles; They 
are eſtabliſhed in like manner in all the fates which produce theſe 
articles. But the inſpection of the tobacco m Virginia, and eſpecially 
on James-River, is eſteemed to be conducted with a degree of exact- 
neſs and feverity which contributes as much as the real ſuperiority of 
the article itſelf to keep up its price in the market. Every tobaeco- 
planter who intends his crop for exportation packs it up in hogtheads, 
and thus ſends it ta one of the houſes! of iuſpection. There the to- 
bacco is taken from its caſe, which is opened for the purpoſe; it is exa- 
mined in every direction and in every part, in order to aſcertain its 
quality, its homogeneity, its purity; it is rejected as unſit for exporta- 
tion if any defect is perceived in it; or, if no objection appear, it is 
pronounced to be exportable. It is then re-packed in its hogſbead, 


wn 3 is branded with a hot iron, marking the place of inſpection and 
F 2 the 
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the quality of the contents; after which, it is lodged in the ſtofehouſes 
of the inſpection, there to await the diſpoſal of the planter, who re- 
ceives a certificate of the particulars, ſerving at the fame time as an 
acknowledgement of the depoſit. It is by ſelling this “ tobacco-note”' 
to the merchant that the planter ſells his tobacco. The purchaſer, on 
viewing the note, 1s as well acquainted with the article as if he had 
himſelf inſpected it: and he has only to ſend the note and transfer to 
the ſtore where the tobacco lies, and it is immediately delivered out 
to his order. The tobacco is often ſent by the planter himſelf to the 
warehouſes of a different inſpection from that where he has it inſpected, 
either becauſe he thinks them more convenient to the market, or for 
other private reaſons. This happens at the warchouſes of the Rich- 
mond inſpection, which annually receive numbers of hogſheads nt 
have been inſpected elſewhere. | | 

The inſpectors for there are two in each inſpetion—receave as in- 
ſpection-fee a dollar and half per hogſhead: from the ſums hence 
ariſing they receive their ſalaries, which vary from a hundred to two 
hundred and fifty dollars per annum, according to the importance of 
the office where they are employed. The refidue of the ny 
fees conſtitutes a part of the revenues of the ſtate. 

© Every other ſpecies of produce deſtined for exportation is alſo ſub- 
je& to inſpection, as flour, hemp, tar; but theſe articles do not ſeem 
to undergo the fame ſeyere ſcrutiny as the tobacco. For, at Phila- 
delphia, for inſtance, the Virginia flour, notwithſtanding its being 
branded with the mark of © ſuperfine,” is ſubjected to a new in- 
ſpection. The merchants of Virginia attribute this re- inſpection to 
commercial jealouſy on the part of Philadelphia : but there exiſts in 
reality ſo prodigious a difference between the flour hitherto manu- 
factured at Richmond, and that from the mills of Pennſylvania and 
Delaware, that the former is conſtantly taken in the courſe of trade at 
half a dollar, and nne. even at a dollar and half, lower than the 
latter. | 


MILLS. 
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MILLS, Ne 


I have ſeen one of the two mills at Richmond: it ſtands below the 
falls of the river, receives a great power of water, and turns ſix pair 
of ſtones. It is a fine mill, and unites the advantages of all the new 
inventions: but it is ill conſtructed: the cogs of the wheels are clum- 
fily executed: it is moreover not ſufficiently roomy. It nevertheleſs 
coſts a yearly rent of near fix thouſand dollars to monſieur Chevalier, a 
Frenchman from Rochefort, heretofore director of the French paquets 
to America, and now ſettled in Virginia. This mill is generally em- 
ployed in private manufacture, and ſeldom works for the public ; 
when the latter is the caſe, the terms for grinding are ſive buſhels for 
each barrel of flour. Monſieur Chevalier and his partners are in the 
conſtant habit of ſpeculating on the moment when they ſhall ſend their 
flour to market. Their ſpeculations have hitherto proved very ad- 
vantageous to them: but they have reaſon to apprehend a material 
loſs from a late ſpeculation which determined them two months ſince 
to refuſe the offer of thirteen dollars per barrel, in hopes of obtaining a 
ſtill better price. At ere moment Oy n not fd a pur- 
chaſer at above ten dollars. | | 


MANNERS AND LAWS. 


Society here diſplays the charaReriſtics of ſimplicity and honeſty : 
nevertheleſs it is not linked in the bond of unity. The men who be- 
long to oppoſite parties ſeldom viſit each other: but, when they hap- 
pen to meet, they treat each other with all the PO and ning -of 
well-bred people. 
© The party oppoſed to bee is to ſay, the party widen; 
for a change in the exiſting conſtitution, a reſtriction in the executive 
power—has here many zealous adherents. This party would prefer to 
their own the new French conſtitution, - ſuch- as it is: and, from the 


permanency 
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permanency of that conſtitution in France, they derive encourage» 
ment to effect a change in the conſtitution of the United States. 

The party in the Engliſh intereſt conſider the ſupport of the Eng- 
ſh conſtitution, even wich all its exifting abuſes, as the mean of over- 
throwing the preſent conſtitution of France, and ſubſtituting in its ſtead 
a a mouatrchy ; and alſo as a circumſtance calculated to gratify the deſire 
which they evidently manifeſt of conferring a great additional ſtrength 
on the executive power of the United States—as well as the deſire, not 
leſs real though leſs openly avowed, of Rove a hereditary Monarchy 
eſtabliſhed in this country. 

Between theſe two extremes there is an intermediate claſs whola 
beam are marked With moderation. There are alſo ſome extra- 
vagant enthuſiaſts who blindly embrace the French or the Engliſh 
party without any ulterior political conſideration, and merely through 
intereſt or paſſion. The commercial body, for inſtance, at Richmond, 
as almoſt every-where elſe, are exclufively attached to England, be- 
cauſe it is with her they have all their dealings, and have no pro- 
ſpect of credit or profit except by her means: and at Richmond, as 
in nearly all the trading towns, the commercial body enjoys a certain 
degree of ſuperiority. During the late diſcuſſion of the treaty in Cons 
greſs, the majority of this town informed their repreſentatives in the 
national legiſlature that they wiſhed them to vote for its ratification. 
I have ſeen all forts of company, and in none have I heard the preſident 
mentioned otherwiſe than in terms of reſpect. 

Mr. Edmond Randolph, heretofore ſecretary of ſtate to the Union, 
and become ſo famous in conſequence of monſicur Fauchet's letter, 
follows here the profeſſion of a lawyer, to which he had devoted all 
that part of his life that was not employed in public affairs. He has 
great practice, and ſtands in that reſpe& nearly on a par with Mr. 
J. Marſhall, the wurd ſicqracd wk ente counſellor in this 
toWn. 
The . a N 1s avg 3s in, every thee. — of Ame» 
rica, one of the moſt profitable. But, though the employment be here 


More 
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more conſtant than in Cabin, the practitioner's emoluments are very 
far from being equally conſiderable. Mr. Marſhall does not from his 
practice derive above four or five thouſand dollars per annum, and not 
even that ſum every year. In Virginia the lawyers uſually take care to 
inſiſt on payment before they proceed in à fuit: and this cuſtom is juſ- 
tified by the general diſpoſition of the inhabitants to pay as little and as 
ſeldom as -offible. I have heard phyficians declare that they do not 
annvally receive one- third of what is due to them for their attendance; 
that they have ſome of theſe debts of five and twenty years ſtanding 3 
that their claims are frequently denied; and that, in order to recover 
payment, they are obliged to ſend writs, carry on law-ſuits, &c. &c. &c. 

The derangement of affairs occaſioned by expenees exceeding the 
bounds of income, and eſpecially by gaming—and, above all, the want 
of delicacy refultmg from that derangement and from the habit of 
thinking lightly of debts—are the cauſes of this immoral order of 
things; and it is in ſome degree encouraged by the laws of the ſtate, 
which do not allow the ſeizure of lands or other immovable property 
for the payment of debts. This law, which the Virginians ſay they 
originally derived from England, has been preſerved by them in all the 
reforms which they have made in their legal code, and has been pre- 
ſerved by them alone. Slaves and movable property are ſeizable: 
but whoever is acquainted with the manners of the country may 
readily conceive how great the facility of making a feigned' ſale of 
them : and then, by holding them as hired, they are — beyond the 
reach of feizure. 

Gaming 1s the ruling paſſion of the Virginians : at pharo, dice, bil- 
bards, at every imaginable” game of hazard, they loſe confiderable 
fums. Gamingy-tables are publicly kept in almoſt every town, and 
particularly at Richmond. Yet a law of the ſtate, enacted no longer 
ago than in December 1792, expreſsly prohibits all games of hazard, 
all wagers at horfe-races or cock-fights, of which the Virginians are 
paſſionately fond—forbids the lofing of more than twenty dollars at 
cards within four and twenty hours places all the holders of banks 
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on the footing of vagabonds—orders the juſtices of the peace, on the 
ſlighteſt information, to enter the places where they are held, to break 
the tables, ſeize the money, &c. &c. Nevertheleſs, to the preſent. 
hour, the greater number of thoſe who enacted that law—of the pre- 
ſent legiſlators, the juſtices of the peace, and the other magiſtrates— 
are aſſiduous in their attendance at thoſe feats of gambling. The 
bank-holders are every-where received and acknowledged as“ gentle-, 
men; and their profeſſion is envied, as being a very lucrative one. 
The part of this law which 1s ſaid to be the moſt punctually executed 
is that which cancels the debts contracted at the Wen and . 
bibits the payment of them. | 

It is not uncommon, to witneſs. ſcenes of bloodſhed at theſe cone. 
. Since my arrival here, a young man, of a family of conſe- 
quence in Virginia, fancying, in his impatient heat at a billiard- party, 
that he had reaſon to be diffatisfied with the behaviour of a marker 
whom he thought deficient in due reſpect to him, —after diſchargiug a 
volley of abuſe on the man who with much difficulty bore it—thruſt 
him through the body with a kind of cutlaſs which he wore by his ſide. 
The marker did not die in conſequence of the wound: but, even if he 
had, the young man would have equally eſcaped proſecution. The latter 
has quitted the town for a few days, and will ſhortly reappear, and re- 
ſume his uſual purſuits, as if he had been abſent only on account of ill 


health; although nobody denies the commiſſion of that n act, 


or attempts to palliate it. 

The law againſt inoculation is more 0 hn? Sar 1 probibits 
every perſon from having himſelf or any of his family inoculated with- 
out permiſſion obtained from all the juſtices of the county, who, on 
his petition, are to aſſemble, and enquire into the motives of his re- 

queſt, its neceſſity, its propriety. If they acquieſce, their permiſſion, 
which is to be given in Writing, is ſtill of no avail; that of all the neigh- 
bours for two miles round is moreover required.; and the refuſal of a 
langle» one prevents the inoculation. Any phyſician who ſhould pre- 
ſume to moculate without theſe precautions, would be puniſhed by a 

fine 


— 
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ine of ten thouſand dollars. Whoever is accidentally attacked by the 
ſmall-pox is carried to a lonely houſe in the middle of the; woods, and. 
there he receives medical aſſiſtance. If the village, the town, the di- 
ſtrict, to which he belongs, catch the infection, theſe places are cut off 
from all communication with the reſt of the country, and are permitted 
to have recourſe to inoculation: otherwiſe it is never allowed ; for it 
is eaſy to perceive that the faculty of obtaining permiſſion for the pur- 
poſe by the unanimous vote of the magiſtrates af the county and the 
general conſent of the neighbours, in à country where prejudices re- 
ceive ſuch additional ſtrength from the law, is a mere illuſio. 
People are often heard to murmur” againſt this abſurd lay: yet it s 
punctually obeyed : and nobody can allege:as' a pretext for this preju - 
dice, that the Virginians are afraid of temptiug God, as was the 
cant of our prieſts in France, who, in this inſtance as in many others, 
have done all the miſchief in their power. Thoſe who ate aſked a 
reaſon for ſuch a regulation adduce the fear of -propagating a danger- 
ous diſeaſe with which they aſſert that Virginia has never been other- 
wife than partially and accidentally infected. They repeats the aſſer- 
tions which in Europe had long proved a bar to the extenſion of that 
admirable diſcovery. They ſay that the practice of inoculation, by 
rendering the diſeaſe more common, inereaſes the number of its victims 
far beyond what nature intended; that inoculation is itſelf full of 
dangers ; that the attendant expences, which are conſiderable, do not 
lie within the ability of the poor (for, in Virginia, aselſewhere, ſome 
popular reaſon muſt be given), &c./ &. &. One 'is/ aſtoniſhed to 
hear from the mouths of enlightened men theſe arguments which the 
old women of Europe have long ceaſed to repeat. Population does not 
fuffer a greater decreaſe in Pennſylvania or the other American ſtates 
where inoculation is permitted, than in Virginia where it is prohibited: 
on the contrary, it daily inereaſes Tlis entire iſolation of the place 
where the ſmall-pox breaks out, ſuch as the laws of Virginia pteſcribe, 
cannot be carried into effect With all the conditions neceſſary to genden 
it falutary. May not the infecrion be couYHeyEed by the ph fcians, 
Vor. II. G whom 
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whom the law does not ſubject to quarantine? And might not the. 
neceſſary expences of inoculation, Which are known to be, ſo mo- 
derate, be confined by the provident attention of government to a 
ſum which no family thauld feel burdenſome? To all theſe palpable 
traths no ſolid anſwer is given: yet the advocates of inoculation are 
far een Week Wee able to 4 #8, ue in the 
law. et NOI 1199 Zusa lo 19:1; 

I have beard alleged. nne real mitive for 8 the fear, 
entertained by the planters of being obliged to inoculate their negroes, 
if the practice of .inoculation ſhould become ſo general as to render 
that precaution neceſſary to preſerve them from the danger of its epi- 
demic;ravages. It is difficult to credit ſuch a reaſon, when the ex- 
pence is ſo trifling, when the proceſs is ſo eaſy, and when beſides they 
are in the habit of not paying their phyſicians. Tbe moſt probable. 
cauſes are heedleflueſs, want of reflection, and cuſtom. Yet the firſt 
right of man, that of preſerving his own life, is prohibited by this. 
Gothic legiſlation. / Political ſyſtems too often reſemble ſyſtems of 
religion: each man, according to his private intereſt, frames one for 
himſelf, which is compoſed of the groſſeſt abſurdities and the moſt. 
glaring contradictions; and his conſcience becomes gradually accuſ- 
tomed and reconciled to it. 

The civil laws of Virginia have truck me as wich ordained. That. 
which relates to perſons dying inteſtate, , divides the property equally 
among the children—aſſigns to the mother one third of the whole 
and conducts with great foreſtght and juſtice the diviſiou of the for- 
tune of the deceaſed in default of children, wife, father, mother, 
brother, ſiſter, &c. But the freedom of teſtamentary deviſe is allowed 
to ſubſiſt in unbounded latitude ; and the manners of the country almoſt 
univerſally incline the teſtators rather to follow the ancient cuſtoms, 
than to regard the intentions of the more recent law: the conſequence 
of which is that the eldeſt ſon inherits almoſt the whole property, and 
the males are provided with fortunes at the expence of the females. 


„eren other coun- 
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tries through which I have hitherto travelled. ' Juſtice, I grant, is not 
the ſame for the maſter as for the flave; for the white man and the 
black. Legiſlation is always partial in this inſtance; but that partiality 
is a cruel and almoſt unavoidable” conſequence of the admiſſion of 
ſlavery ; and this truth ought alone to be ſufficient to occaſion its abo- 
lition among an enlightened people who retain any idea of morality. 
The Virginians have gone farther in reforming the barbarity of the 
ancient laws reſpecting ſlavery, than any other people of the United 
States—perhaps than any ago nation * — earth n Nele = 
vails in full force. en 
In 1772 the legiſlature of n nie the king of Eagtaind 
to authorize the governor to give his ſanction to à law prohibiting all 
further importation of negroes into the province: and his refuſal to 
grant their requeſt is one of the grievances on which the moſt bitter 
complaints are made againſt his Britiſh majeſty in the preamble to the 
new conſtitution framed in 1776. © Accordingly an act forbidding all 
future importation/of negroes into the ſtate was one of the firſt laws 
paſſed by the legiſlature after the adoption of the new conſtitution. 
A negro who raiſes his hand againſt a white man is acquitted. if it 
be proved that he has done it in ſelf-defence ;- otherwiſe he receives 
thirty laſhes. The flave is judged by five juſtices of the peace, whoſe 
unanimous voice is requiſite” to paſs ſentence of death. Slaves are 
called upon to give evidence on the trials of other ſlaves in criminal 
cauſes ; but they are cautioned by the judges, that, if their teſtimony 
de proved falſe, their ears will be cut off. No man who is in the 
| ſlighteſt degree intereſted either for or againſt a negro is allowed to ſit 
in judgement on or give evidence againſt him. If juſtice diſpoſes of 
the perſon of a negro, the owner is paid the full value of his ſlave; a 
regulation which renders the maſters leſs inclined to — their N 
from the ſeverity of the laws. F r 
T be courts of juſtice in Virginia are e innumerable. The coſts of law 
are not conſiderable: and in conſequence litigation is frequent. Suits 
W recovery of debts 6ceupyabove'one- half of che time . for 
* G 2 the 
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the ſeſſions. The beſt proved debt cannot be recovered within 2 
ſhorter period than eighteen months: and it often happens that ſeve- 
ral years are not ſufficient to put the creditor in poſſeſſion of his right; 
The- natufal averſion to the payment of debts, finds in chicanery a 
thouſand means of gratifying itſelf: and on that head, here as well as 
in every other country, the manners ol: the propa aid, and fiengihen 
* mm mens pr r in | 

/ Diſputes reſpecting the title to lands are. e allo one * the nid fre 
dee ens of law brit, TIT Sek? 

The criminal code is nearly the — 8 as in the wh ſtates | 
which have not followed the laudable example of Pennſylvania : it is 
even ſomewhat,milder. It is with pain, however, that one obſerves 
that the foreigner who indents himſelf as a, ſervant is liable to the 
puniſhment of the whip for various offences, even thoſe which only 
coneern his maſter's ſervice. The other puniſhments are, as elſe- 
where, hanging, whipping, burning in the hand, & c.. 
The ftateiof Virginia has no public debt, except a hundred thoucad 
dollars in which ſhe was found debtor to the Union on the ſettlement 
of the accounts of the ſtates; with the general government—and a 
claim of between three and four millions of livres, made, on the part 
of France, by Monfieur de Beaumarchais, for arms and military ſtores 
of every kind, furniſhed to her during the war. The people here have 
the juſtice to allow the goodneſs of thoſe ſupplies, and the abſolute 
neceſſity of them at the time when they were ſent: they even acknow- 
ledge the greater part of the debt; nevertheleſs they do not ſeem 
diſpoſed to give any formal deed of acknowledgement ; the ſtate being 
as little inclined to the REIT of debts as the pun en 
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pots it. i * 


e the kegiſlarere of Virginia, 'on the 22 of Hedeaber 
1796, paſſed a law, that now lies before me, by which the puniſhmerit of death 1s ſolely 
confined to caſes of premeditated murder. All other crimes; even that of high treaſon, arc 
puniſhable only by confinement for a ſhorter or a longer term. At length the Pennſyl- 
rania ſyſtem, reſpecting che * 


in Virginia. 
The 
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Tube Hats even poſſeſſes a capital which is eſtimated. at above ſixty 
thouſand dollars. But this capital, which is daily encreaſing. ariſes 
from a Tource that muſt ſooner or later be productive af diſturbance : 
it is the grants of land. Purſuant to an exiſting law; the ſtate diſpoſes 
of vacant lands at the rate of two cents per acre,” or twenty dollars for 
a thouſand acres; which is the uſual proportion of thoſe grants. To 
obtain ſuch grants, it is ſufficient to declare that the lands far which 
application is made, and of which the boundaries are deſcribed: in the 
petition, have no owner : whereupon the ſtate that is to ſay, the 
land- office, which in this inſtance repreſents the ſtate—grants a war- 
rant, or an order for a ſurvey. The grantee has his grant ſurveyed 
by the ſtate ſurveyor: it is regiſtered; and a very moderate annual 
tax which he pays for his land, ſecures to him the poſſeſſion of it. 
But it frequently happens that ſucceſſive applications are made by ſeveral 
perſons for the ſame land not preciſely for the ſame tract bounded by 
the fame limits - but for a tract, which, having different boundaries, 
includes a greater or leſſer part of that already granted; of which the 
remainder is included in another ſimilar application. Tbeſe again fall 
under others of the ſame kind in endleſs ſucceſſion; ſo that the ſame 
identical acres are often claimed by five or fix grantees, or even more. 
The ſtate does not warrant to the grantee that the lands have not 
! been granted; it is his buſineſs to acquire ſuch information as 
ſhall ſecure to him the future poſſeſſion of the property. But; in an un- 
inhabited country, - with a ſingle, office, where lands belonging to the 
Mate at large (without any ſubdiviſions into townſhips. or counties) are 
granted, it is impoſſible to acquire the neceffary information; and men 
of the moſt upright intentions are» often deceived on the occaſion. 
The ſpeculators find their account in this obſcurity: and in this kind 
of ſpeculation, Which is very prevalent in Virginia, the inhabitants of 
Pennſylvania and the other northern ſtates take a deep ſhare. The 
ſtate alſo derives à profit from theſe double or triple ſales, by the 
money thence accruing. But, beſides that it is the duty of a govern- 
ment to preſerve the govertzed from impoſttion, and ſtill more to 
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abſtain from all participation in the fraud—it is eaſy to — that = 
time will come when the grantees of thoſe lands, mortified at ſeeing 
themſelves thus duped, and incenſed by a refuſal on the part of govern- 
ment to refund their money, will carry into that Country a new _— 
of diſcontent, and conſequentiy of diſturbance. 
This ſtate of affairs is generally known at preſent : and e 
ingly Virginian lands are fallen into diſcredit. The quantity is im- 
: menſe:-the courſe of annual migration tends rather to diminiſh than 
increaſe the population of Virginia: thus the period when the uncul- 
tivated lands, of which there are very extenſive tracts, ſhall come to 
be inhabited, is much farther diſtant there than in any other ſtate of 
the Union. Mean while pretty numerous demands are already made to 
the court Which is appointed to take cognizance of ſuch affairs; but 
that court, barely deciding in favour of the oldeſt titles, pronounces 
the money to be abſolutely loſt which the ſecond or third grantees have 
paid to the ſtate for their lands, and to the ſurveyors for the expences 
of ſurveying. Theſe laſt ſums amount to - the pf —— of — —— 
. that is to ſay, to four cents per acre. '' | - . 
From the condition of the finances of the ſtate of Virginia, it Fol: 
105 that the burdens impoſed on the citizens are, as I have already re- 
marked, by no means heavy. The duty on the inſpection of tobacco 
tends to render them ſtill lighter. They conſiſt of five ſhillings on 
every hundred pounds eſtimated value of lands, divided into four claſſes 
(and the lands are always eſtimated below their real value) two 
dollars and one twelfth on every three hundred and thirty-three dol- 
lars eſtimated value in city- lots one ſhilling and eight pence on each 
flave below * the age of twelve years, except thoſe who are exempted 
from taxation by the corporation of the place on account of their in- 
firmities—a ſum on each ſtallion, whether horſe or aſs, equal to the 
price demanded for- his covering four pence for every other horſe, 
mare, or mule—forty ſhillings for e ner 1 dollars 
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for each billiard- table ſix ſhillings, per wheel on every four-wheeled 
carliage, except phactons and waggons, which Pay but four—and ten 
ſhillings per Wheel on eyery two-wheeled. carriage. Such are the 
taxes. voted. in the laſt ſeſſion for the EXPENGEY, of .1 796. . They vary 
in n to the greater or leſſer amount of public expenditure 

ordered. . fi 199 DH 1 int 4% 

Wt ko « theſe. taxes... there. are duties impoſed « on , proceedings 
in the ſupreme cgurt—on.. transfers, of certificates of the ſurveys of 


land—on certificates and contracts drawn by notaries—-on certificates 
given by the county courts. or thoſe; of the towns—and, finally, on 
certificates paſſing the great ſeal of the ſtate. The valuation of the 
lands was made in 1781, and 1782, and is permanent. Lauds rece atly 
granted by the ſtate are ſubjeQ. to the tax. nne. 

Tbe ſheriffs in the different counties are, by virtue of =_ office, 
collectors of all the taxes. They are annually pominated by the 
governor of the ſtate, from a liſt of three juſtices of the Peace, 
drawn up by the county-courts. They cannot be continued in office 
above two years: They muſt, give ſecurity to the amount of thirty 
thouſand dollars. They: receive a commiſſion of five per cent on the 
ſums by them collected. The commiſlioners (generally two in each 
county) who aſſeſs the taxes, receive a dollar per day during the time 
they devote to that buſineſs. The. dutics on judicial proceſſes are re- 
eeived by the county clerks,. and by che officers who iſſue them. 
Every immigrant artiſan; who. arrives in the ſtate enjoys during = 
years. an exemption from every other tax except that on land, if be. fol- 
lows a trade.— The taxes being light are well paid in Virginia. The 
ſeizure of movable property, and even of ſlaves, enſures the regular 
collection of all the funds, The expences of the government of Vir- 
75 pow amount to a hundred and fixty thouſand dollars. 4 
Ihe counties impoſe no taxes. unleſs when they have bridges, priſons, 
or court-houſes, to build. In ſuch caſes the lands, at the value eſtimated | 
for the ſtate · taxes, and the negroes, are taken as data by which to re- 


ow * impoſitiona which are deemed neceſſary.—I have 
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already remarked that the roads are ad en repaired by the labour 
oe eee e nn AGE FUG ν,ẽ?⁰ I e es 
The town-taxes are anne endes to thoſe for the ſupport of 
the poor. At Richmond they embrace a variety of objects: they are 
impoſed on carriages, and the letting of houſes; they comprize more- 
over an impoſition of two ſhillings per head on negroes above ſixteen 
years of age, &c. but they do not in any particular wear the features'of 
an arbitrary capitation-tax, en which 7 way the other ſtates are 
not exempt. OO anni alt; 293620 iki22. onhngl 
The ſtate of Virginia, 1 moſt of the — ſtates of the Union, is 
unprovided with arms for her militia, and cannon for her artillery. 
The late aſſembly has ordered & yearly proviſion to be made of four 
thouſand Rand of arms with military acoutrements, and ten pieces, 
of 'cannon. | Each artillery company is to have one. The magazine 
for their reception is appointed to be at Point-of-Fork on James- 
River; and the arms are r at — in Bedford- 
County. nd 3033.43} 3 39. 30 ug T2. Mis: {G 28, tv v3 
A wiſe law wd dende to act on the 'cleAors as © Rimwlus 
to attend the nimerdu$eleQions held in this ſtate, ſubjects to a double 
tax all thoſe who abſent theinfelves on arch nene — 
plead ill health as their apology. 4h, A 51 

7 ber has not for a — Macy Sabhchwent of fro 
ſchools i in Virginia. "Every thikg-remained” to be done in that reſpect 
—the diviſion" of counties into fchool-diſtricts organization of their 
adminiſtration—erectibn of fchool-houſes, Nc. A law of the twerity< 
ſecond of Decembet 1770, has provided for all theſe objects with 
prudence, foreſight, and cohſumtnate judgement. Some years however 
muſt yet elapſe before ſuch eſtabliſhments can take place in every part 
of the ſtate: but the foundations ate alfeady laid: and we may antiei- 
pate the period when the ſyſtem of gratuitous public education will 
flouriſh in Virginia for the whites; as it does in Maſſaehufetts and 
Connectieut for all the inhabitants. £201920..2412, e, 3K61+ 23h) 205 wo} 
The conſtitution of Virginia, framed e Eftabliſtics"the-ſaing 
diviſion 
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diviſion of powers as the: conſtitutions of th other ſtates... Each of 
the counties, which are eighty- eight in number, ſends two members to 
the houſe of delegates: Norfolk, Williamſburg, and Richmond, which 
are privileged towns, ſend one each. They ate elected annually; 
The qualifications for eligibility are, that the candidate poſſeſs the 
1 citizen of Virginia, and have attained the W 


one years. a 419668 401 
The ſenate is compoſed of eee e — ind 


diſtrict; the ſtate being, for this ſingle purpoſe, divided into twelve 
imaginary diſtricts. The ſenators are elected for four years; and one 
quarter of their number annually vacate their ſeats. The age of 
twenty-five years is required for election into the ſenate; © The 
electors muſt poſſeſs a hundred acres of uncultivated land, um, 
five acres under cultivation, or a houſe or lot in a town. 
The governor, the executive council (without a concurrence 
he can do nothing), the judges of the ſupreme court, the attorney- 
general, the treaſurer, the director of the land- office, and the com- 
mander in chief of the militia, are choſen by ballot by both houſes. 
The governor is elected for one year, and cannot continue in oſſice 
above three years in ſeven, | The executive council is compoſed of 
eight members, two of whom are removed every three years by a 
ballot of both houſes, and are not re-eligible during the three years 
next enſuing. The preſident of the executive council, who is Clected 
by the council itſelf, acts as governor of the ſtate in caſe of the 1 
mae or abſence, of the governor. en N 
The judges continue in office during good behaviour—The rreakure 
is appointed only for one year, but is re- eligible. | 
The juſtices of the peace are propoſed by the — the 
governor, who appoints them without the power of rejection. The 
ſubordinate officers of juſtice are nominated by the *66urts' to which 
they belong, and the conſtables by the juſtices of the peace. 
_ © The: governor cannot give his opinion on the laws: he cannot 
grant a pardon without the conſent of his council. Of all the ſtates 
© Vor. II. "x" of 
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the Union, Virginia is that in which the governor . poſſeſſes the leaſt 
power, and the ſalaries of office are the loweſt. The public functiona- 
ries hete receive very ſlender remunerations ; and accordingly employ- 
ments are {habitually refuſed by the very men who are beſt qualified 
to hold them, but who, by accepting them, would loſe a conſiderable 
portion of the income which they can derive from their profeſſions, 
and who thus could lay up no reſerve for the een of their 
families. 1 

- This conſtitution, gy — the war with the 6 
is preceded by a preamble enumerating the grievances with which 
Virginia fo juſtly reproached the * * ® ® government. 

The organization of the judicial ſyſtem, is more complex in Vieginia 
ow, elſewhere. Each county has a monthly court : four or five 
counties conſtitute a diſtrict, where are held the circuit-courts, the 
general court, .orphans* court, chancellor's court, &c. &c. The Vir- 
ginians are unanimous in aſſerting that the feats of judges are, with a 
few exceptions, very ill filled : and among the exceptions they mention 
the poſt of chancellor, held by Mr. Whyte, who enjoys the general 
eſteem. Thoſe: Who are better qualified to fill the places of judges 
refuſe them becauſe they are laborious and productive of little profit. 
- Perfect freedom of religion is allowed by the laws of Virginia: but 
few. nations are leſs addicted to religious practices than the Virginians, 
At Richmond there is no church. Prayers are ſometimes read in the 

; Capitol, in one of the halls deſtined for the legiſlature : and then they 
are read by an epiſcopalian clergyman, becauſe thoſe who call them- 
{elves members of that profeſſion are more numerous than the others. 
Mectings of anabaptiſts, methodiſts, and even quakers, are more regu- 
larly held, but in private houſes, as none of thoſe ſects have any . 
0 building appropriated to the practice of their religion. . 

The colonization: of Virginia, or rather its firſt elena, dates 
ow the year 1584, at which period Queen Elizabeth granted to Sir 
Walter Raleigh the property of all the lands he could diſcover beyond 
the ſeas, uninhabited by apy Chriſtian nation. This property extended 
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the diſtance of two hundred leagues from any habitations which the 
new colony might eſtabliſh within ſix years. The queen reſerved for 
herſelf only a fifth part of the produce of any gold or ſilver mines 
which might be diſcovered. It was in the iſle of Roanoke, which now 
conſtitutes a part of North-Carolina, that the new ſettlers firſt landed: 
and hence they afterward proceeded to Hatoraſk in the bay of Cheſa- 
peak. - This eſtabliſhment, which was not aided by any public 
aſſiſtance from England, already coſt Sir Walter Raleigh forty thouſand 
pounds ſterling. He was therefore obliged to form a partnerſhip with 
Thomas Smith and other adventurers, to whom, in return for confide- 
rable ſums of money received from them, he granted an unlimited 
freedom of trade and a ſhare in the proprietorſhip. But in 1603 Sir 
Walter was arreſted by order of the Engliſh court; and it has never 
ſince been known what became of 3 number __ mn 
that time ſettled in his immenſe grant. 

- From the misfortunes of Sir Walter Raleigh ans rich enn 
and merchants of London, who were jealous of his poſſeſſion, con- 
ceived the idea that he had no longer any claim to it: and this 
opinion received confirmation from the conduct of king James, who, 
by letters patent, granted to Sir Thomas Gates, the Earl of Saliſbury, 
and ſome others, for themſelves and their heirs, all the lands of Vir- 
ginia, to the extent of two hundred miles north and ſouth; of Point 
| Comfort, together with the adjacent iſlauds within a hundred miles of 
the coaſt, &c. &c. This company was incorporated under the name 
of © treaſurers and company of adventurers and ꝓlanters of the city of 
London for the firſt colony in Virginia.“ This patent, iſſued in 1609, 
granted and allowed freedom of commerce with England, © exemption. 
from all taxes, and the rights of an Engliſh ſubject, to every perſon born 
in the new colony. The council, which was to fit in London for the 
direction of the enterprize, was-choſen by the nomination of the com- 
pany. Never was patent granted in ſuch extenſive latitule. 

The Indians, as in every other inſtance, affiſted the rifing colony: 
they had ſhown themſelves equally kind and hoſpitable to Sir Walter 

H 2 \ Raleigh: 


\ 
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Raleigh: but here alſo, as every-where- elſe, they in the end became 
objects of perfecution ; and wars between them and the 2 . 
and diſturbed the new ſettlem ent. © 
In 1621, a fort of conſtitution had been given to the — the 
company who were its proprietors. Fhis conſtitution appointed an 
annual aſſembly compoſed of two repreſentatives from each town, 
platitation,'or-hundred—a privy council nominated by the company 
and a'governor, alſo of their nomination, who —— a — on 
the laws propoſed by the aſſemblr. u 
In 1622, Charles the Firſt, diſſatisfied with the conduct of the com- 
pany, took the government of the colony into his own hands, in viola- 
tion of the charter granted by his predeceſſor, which deprived him of 
that right, This change of maſters, however, did not affect either the 
 rights'or the opinions of the coloniſts. Why $6 eber % © +4 con, ; 

It was under the reign of Charles the Firſt that Ius. Daleiemee 
and Pairfax obtained a diſmemberment of the ae men — 
ment, and territory, of Virginia. 0 

In 1650, after the depoſition of — hog the Engliſh dae 
forbade the colonies to carry on any commerce with foreign nations: 
and this was the firſt ſtep in that prohibitory ſyſtem, of which the ſup- 
port and the conſequences have ſince been attended with wo n to 
England of her colonies in North America. 

The colony of Virginia for ſome time refuſed to e the wy 
thority of Cromwell and the republican parliament: but in 1651 the co- 
loniſts laid down their arms, and received from parliament a newcharter 
confirming them in the enjoyment of all their former rights, except the 
poſſeſſion of that portion of their territory antecedently granted to Lords 
Baltimore and Fairfax. But, after the reſtoration of royalty in Eng- 
land, the ſucceeding kings paid no greater reſpect to this charter than 
Charles the Firſt had ſhown to the former. The aſſembly was now 
divided into two houſes : appeals were carried from the tribunals 'of 
Your to . the prohibition of foreign trade was again en- 

forced — 


BY THE DUKE on LA: ROCHEFOUCAULT 'LIANCOURT. 53 


forced the territory of Virginia diminiſhed the inhabitants of the 
colony thrown into priſon, tranſported to England, c. e. 
Virginia, thinking herſelf more ſeverely aggrieved by England than 
any other of the American colonies, was one of the firſt to take a part 
in the revolution: and no one of the ſtates made more vigorous effurta, 
expended greater ſums, or ee more —_— — to u 
that happy Wee rare 1 


+ 2444 


DEPARTURE FROM RICHMOND —\1ANCHESTER—JOURNEY 
TO PETERSBURG. * 


The bridge that unites Nahm! to Mancheſter is one of the — 
and moſt dangerous of all poſſible bridges. In its length it is divided 
by two iſlands: but, from one end to the other, it is nothing better 
than an irregular aſſemblage of unjoined unfaſtened planks laid upon 
joiſts which bend in conſequence of their length, and which themſelves 
reſt ou piers, partly of wood partly of ſtone, the tottering remains of a 
ſome what better bridge that was deſtroyed a few years ſince by an ex- 
traordinary ſwell of the river. Theſe remnants of the former piers are 
moreover of unequal height, ſo that this bridge poſſeſſes every imagina- 
ble characteriſtic of inſolidity. It is called a temporary bridge, be- 
cauſe the people talk of building another : but the ſame thing has been 
ſaid for the laſt five or fix years, during which period the paſſage has 
continued in its preſent ſtate. There are not even any funds pointed 
out for that object ; and it would require conſiderable ſums to ere& the 
intended bridge in ſuch manner as to ſecure it againſt thoſe annual 
freſhes which are very powerful, and which acquire additional violence 
in paſſing the falls, at the foot of which the bridge ſtands. Thoſe 
yearly ſwells of the river, particularly at the cloſe of winter, riſe from 
twenty-five to thirty feet in height.— In addition to its other defects, 
this wretched bridge is unprovided with rails or parapets: and not a 
year paſſcs without witneſſing ſome melancholy accidents in conſe. 
quence. 

Mancheſter 
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+ Mancheſter is a very neat little village, well built, and ſtanding on a 
very gentle declivity. Gardens and trees abound within it, and it pre- 
ſents, as I have before obſerved, a beautiful proſpect from Richmond. But 
the country over which a traveller paſſes on his way from Mancheſter 
to Peterſburg, is flat, and for the moſt part barren: very little culture 
appears; but an almoſt uninterrupted ſucceſſion of woods, broken how- 
ever by here and there ſome fields which yield four or five buſhels of 
wheat per acre, or from eight to ten of Indian corn. Theſe fields are 
never manured; hardly even are they ploughed; and it ſeldom hap- 
pens that their owners ſor two ſucceſſive years exact from them theſe 
ſcanty crops. 5 | | 
- Oſborne's, at the diſtance of fifteen miles from Richmond, is the only 
village on the road. It is ſituate on the bank of a river which winds 
in numerous mæanders. From Oſborne's to Peterſburg, the face of 
the country continues the ſame : it preſents indeed a ſomewhar greater 
number of log-houſes, but every where exhibits the features of lazineſs, 
of ignorance, and conſequently of poverty. Although a great part 
of theſe lands be naturally bad, nevertheleſs, with greater induſtry 
and more judicious management, they might be cultivated to ad- 
vantage; for they produce trees of tolerable height and good qua- 


lity. IT 


- 
5 


— 


PETERSBURG. 


Peterſburg 1s built on the Appomattox. At the town and ten miles 
below it, this river is but four or five feet deep, The veſſels therefore 
which can come up to Peterſburg are ſtill inferior in point of tonnage. 
to thoſe which can go up to Richmond. Broad-bay, eight miles 
below Peterſburg, is the place where the veſſels are loaded. 

The trade of Peterſburg is ſimilar to that of Richmond: but, as 
this town lies nearer to North-Carolina, it receives a greater quantity, 
than the other, of the produce of that ſtate, ſuch as wheat, tobacco, 
ſalt proviſions, and ſome hemp. Its exportations are for the ſame 
reaſon 
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reaſon more conſiderable than thoſe of Richmond, although, generally 
ſpeaking, the produce it receives is inferior in quality. Tobacco, for 
inſtance, which ſells at Richmond for ſix or ſeven dollars the hundred 
weight, does not fetch quite five at Peterſburg. The cauſe; of this 
difference is the ſuperiority of the ſoil, and it is ſaid alſo of the culti- 
vation, in the lands on the banks of James-River and to the right of it, 
where grows the tobacco that is almoſt excluſively carried to Rich- 
mond. The price of tobacco has experienced a riſe of two fifths with= 
in the laſt two or three years, becauſe the inereaſed price of wheat has 
induced the planters to appropriate to the culture of that grain con- 
ſiderable tracts of land which were before devoted to the raifing of to- 
bacco, and the two laſt crops of this Fo have moreover been oy in- 
different. i v 
PFlour-mills are more numerous at * and in its vicinity 
than at Richmond: but, if we may judge of the flour that is ex- 
ported, by that of which they make the bread that is eaten in the 
beſt houſes and even at the tables of the mill-owners, it muſt be very 
far inferior to that of Philadelphia. It is not white; and the millers 
ſay that good wheat is difficult to be procured.” The grain which I 
have ſeen of the preſent crop—for the harveſt is every- where nearly 
finiſhed—is ſmall and light. Nevertheleſs the flour ſells at thirteen 
and even fourteen dollars; and the millers of Peterſburg, expeQing a 
further encreaſe in the price, paid, two months fince, ſo high as two 
dollars and a half per buſhel for wheat, even for very conſiderable 
quantities. The intelligence from Europe, however, threatens them 
with a prodigious diſcount on the expected profits of their ſpecula- 
tion; fince there has lately arrived at Boſton a veſſel which had failed 
from Norfolk in February, and which has brought back to America 
her cargo of three thouſand barrels of flour, for which the could not 
obtain above eight dollars per barrel either in France or England. 
That article has recently deen _—_ ny ſeven on half at n 
and Norfolk. 
0 — as well as at Richmond, the mills are upon a good 
conſtruction. 
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conſtruction; Five buſhels of wheat yield a barrel of firſt flour : fix 
are required to. produce a barrel of ſuperfine flour, excluſive of the 
ſecond flour, the pollard, and bran. The miller's claim is one eighth; 
ſometimes, when buſineſs is dull with him, he contents himſelf with a 
tenth. By the way, it appears that the dexterity of the Virginian mile 
lers in making the moſt of their — is in no wiſe inferior to that of the 
millers in Europe. 
Peterſburg is a tolerably neat little nth; built * ha — 
only two ſtreets deep, and a mile and half in extent, on a hill of 
pretty rapid elevation. Blandford, which is now united with Peterſ- 
burg into one corporation, is the part which is more remarkable for 
elopunt and well-built houſes. WE PAY 
Society at Peterſburg appears beides . and d boſpitable. Poli- 
tical opinion, divided here as every- where elſe, is by a great majority 
in favour of oppoſition. This difference of ſentiments however is lefs 
productive here, than at Richmond, of diſunion between the individuals 
of oppoſite parties. Colonel Peachy, Doctor Stone, Mr. Euſtis, brother 
to my friend Doctor Euſtis of Boſton, Major Gibbon, Mr. Campbell, 
are the perſons in whoſe company I have ofteneſt been during my ſhort 
ſtay in this town. The laſt- mentioned gentleman has lately married 
Mademoiſelle de la Porte, a French lady, niece to Monſieur de Tubeuf, 
who, after having ſettled about three years ſince in the back country of 
Virginia, was there murdered by two Iriſhmen, who ſuppoſed him to 
be poſſeſſed of a great deal of money. A 
The prices of the neceſſaries of life are nearly the ſame here as at 
Richmond: and Peterſburg is equally deſtitute of churches. 


PRESQU'ILE, Mr. DAVIES RANDOLPH!'s PLANTATION. 


At Peterſburg 1 had met Mr. Davies Randolph, for whom I had 
a letter ; and, in conſequence of his mvitation, I went to his houſe and 
there ſpent a day. He lives at City-Point or Bermuda-Hundred, the 


place where the river Appomattox diſcharges its ſtream wto James- 
River. 
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River. Here the water is ſufficiently deep to admit ſhips of any ton- 
nage: and this in the place where the larger veſſek diſcharge their 
cargoes into lighters, and thus forward to Richmond and Peterſburg#the 
merchandize which they have brought. City-Point is the ſpot where 
the cuſtom-houte is eſtabliſhed for thoſe two places. If the towns of 
Richmond and Peterſburg had been erected at City-Point, their com- 
merce would have been more conſiderable, their intercourſe with Eu- 
rope more direct, and Norfolk would not, as now is the cafe, have en- 
groſſed almoſt the entire trade of that part of Virginia. But City- 
Point lies low, and is ſurrounded by ſwamps. The air in the vicinity 
is not ſalubrious; and, in all probability, the detriment which the in- 
habitants muſt have ſuffered in point of health would have been ſuf- 
ficient to counterbalance the advantage of ſuperior opulence, 

At a half- mile from the cuſtom- houſe ſtands the habitation of Mr. 

Davies Randolph, in one of thoſe long windings which James-River 

forms in this part: from which circumſtance. it is that this plantation 
bears the name of Freſqu ile (or Peninſula). \ 
Mr. Davies Randolph is fully entitled to the reputation which he 
enjoys of being the beſt farmer in the whole country. He poſſeſſes 
ſeven hundred and fifty acres of land, of which three hundred and 
fifty are at preſent ſuſceptible of cultivation; the zeſt are all fwampy 
grounds, which may probably be drained at a conſiderahle expence, but 
which have notyet undergone that proceſs. Eight negroes (of whom 
two are little better than children), two horſes, and four oxen, culti- 
vate thoſe three hundred and fifty acres, which he has divided into fields 
of forty acres incloſed. Of thoſe three hundred and fifty acres, only 
forty, which arc tubdivided 1 into fix Fenn _—_ the 
remainder never has been ſo. "Hs 

The common rotation of culture in the on is, Backen corn, 
wheat, fallow, and thus again in regular ſucceſſion. The lands pro- 

duce from ſive to eight bulhels of wheat per, acre, and from twelve to 
fifteen of Indian corn, according to their quality. Mr. Randolph has de- 
viated from thus {ylkerm of culture on his eſtate: that which he purſues 

Vor. II. I is 
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is as follows—Indian corn, oats, wheat, rye, fallow; and he raiſes 
from ten to twelve buſhels of wheat per acre, and from eighteen de 
twenty five of Indian corn. The riſe in the price of wheat has in- 
duced him to vary the rotation of his crops, and to ſubſtitute that of 
wheat, oats or rye, wheat, two years' fallow. By purſuing this me- 


-thod, he reaps from thirteen to ſixteen buſhels of wheat. He' ſepa« 


rately cultivates the Indian. corn in one or two fields according to his 
former rotation. He has proved by experience that manuring with 
dung triples the produce. His lands are good; and, compared with 
the reſt of the country, they are kept in very excellent condition, 
though very indifferently in compariſon with the moſt ordinary huſ- 
bandry of Europe. He keeps no cows except tor the purpoſes of the 
dairy, and to furniſh him with calves for his own conſumption. His 
cows are very fine, and of his own rearing. - His labouring oxen are of 
a ſmall breed; and it is thought in the country that thoſe of larger fize 
could not ſtand the heat. He purchaſes thoſe labouriug oxen at thirty 
dollars the pair. Mr. Randolph feeds 1 . but en for = 


ſupply of his own table. 


He declares that each of bis negroes laſt year rey to vo ns 
ter all expences paid, a net ſum of three hundred dollars, although he 
fold his wheat for no more than a dollar the buſhel. He expected that 
they would this year have cleared him four hundred dollars. each : : but 
the fall in the prices of produce wilt diſappoint his hopes. 

Ihe ſituation of his houſe gives him alſo the means of annually fell. 
ing eight or nine hundred dollars' worth of fiſh—ſturgeon, ſhad, "_ 
herrings, which he ſalts. 

His ſwampy grounds ſupply him with abundance of dd for fuel 
and fences : but they produce a ſtill greater abundance of noxious ex- 
halations which prove a ſource of frequent and dangerous diſcales. 
Mr. Randolph is himſelf very fickly ; and his young and amiable wife 
has not enjoyed one month of good health fince ſhe firſt came to live 
on this plantation. Accordingly Mr. Randolph intends to quit it, and 
remove to Richmond, where moreover he has frequent bufineſs in 
; confequence 


ct. 
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conſequence of his office, which is that of marſhal to the ſtate. He 
wiſhes to ſell this plantation, which, in the worſt! years, has brought 
him in eighteen hundred dollars, and which, for the laſt two years, 
has yielded him three thouſand five hundred. It is in very good cbn- 
dition: but he cannot find a purchaſer for it at the ſum of twenty 
thouſand dollars, which he demands. This fact furniſhes a proper 
idea of the low price of land in Virginia. I have been aſſured, that, 
although ſome of the lands have doubled their value during the laſt 
twenty — a much greater portion have fallen in their price. 


BERMUDA HU DRED — EXPORTATIONS FROM RICHMOND 
ai U AND PETERSBURG. 


During my ſtay at the houſe of Mr. Davies Randolph I had an 
opportunity of learning, with ſome degree of minuteneſs, the amount 
and value of the exports from Bermuda - Hundred or City- Point, the 
emporium. and c -houſe of the two towns. of Richmond and Pe- 
terſburg. I received the details of particulars om. Mr. Rel. the col · 
lector of the cuſtoms ares Since oirnrioagts 


Statement of the Exportations from Bermuda-Hundred or — 
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REMARKS ON THE FOREGOING TABLE. 


In the column of flour, the ſeconds and even the poltards are included 
with that of the firſt quality. 

From the different ſintements . in the above table, it re- 
ſults, 

19. That, during the laſt five years and half, the ſeveral articles have 
individually riſen more or leſs in price, but all in general w_ con- 
ſiderably. * 

2. That the exportation of tobacco has undergone a 5 

of one half, in point of quantity; but that the article has doubled in 

value. 

3. That the quantity of flour has exceſſively diminithed, at leaſt 

ſo far as regards the direct exportation: for it is certain that the prenteſt 

quantity is exported by the way of Baltimore. 

4. That the exportation of wheat has dwindled to nothing: a cir- 
cumſtance which, excluſive of the fame common caufe that has con- 

tributed to diminiſh the exportation of flour, has moreover for its par- 

ticular reaſon the number of mills which are daily erected in Vir- 


RETURN TO RICHMOND — FURTHER OBSERVATIONS oN 2] 
THAT TOWN. | 


Monfieur Guillemard had accompanied me to Preſqu' ile; and we 
teturned together by the ſame road which we had travelied'on oy 
ceding day. | 

Mr. Hopkins, commilioncr of the loan-office of the United a0 ; 
——Monfieur Chevalier, his brother-in-law, of whom I have already 
made mention Doctor Maclue, a native of Scotland, a phyfician of 
high repute, anda well-informed man—Governor Brooke—Mr. John 
Marſhall—Mr. Campbell Doctor Foulchic, with whom the affairs of 

On 
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one of my friends brought me acquainted—Meffrs, Brown and Bur- 
ton, Engliſh merchants—are the perſons with whom I was moſt fre- 
quently in company at Richmond, The political opinions of thoſe 
ſeveral gentlemen are extremely different: but in the focial circle 
there prevails among them a degree of politeneſs which would prevent 
a ſtranger from perceiving that difference if he were not 5 
apprized of it. 

There are no doubt at Richmond, as in every other part of Vir- 
ginia, a certain number of individuals, who, diſſatisfied with the com- 
mercial treaty, carry their relentment of it to an exceſſive length, and 
would with for ſuch a change in the conſtitution of the United States. 
as ſhould render it more dctnocratic : but I have never heard even the- 
moſt violent of that claſs expreſs. a wiſh for ſeparation. or diſunion :: 
and indeed it muſt be confeffed, that, under the preſent mediocrity of 
wealth in the ſtate of Virginia, the paucity of her population in pro- 
portion to her extent, and her baekwardneſs in point of agrieultural 
improvement, the inhabitants eould not reaſonably entertain a deſire of 
fach an eveut. 

Mr. J. Marſhall, confpicuoufty eminent as a profeffor of the 1 5 
beyond all doubt one of thoſe who. rank higheſt in the public opinion 
at Richmond. He is what is termed a federaliſt, and perhaps at tirhes 
ſomewhat warm in ſupport of his opinions, but never exceeding the 
bounds of propriety, which a man of his goodneſs and prudence and 
knowledge is incapable of tranſgreſſing. He may be conſidered as a 
diſtinguiſhed character in the United States. His political enemies al- 
tow him to poſſeſs great talents, but accuſe him of ambition. I know 
not whether the charge be well or ill grounded, or whether that am- 
bition might ever be able to. impel him to a dereliction of his: prin- 
ciples—a conduct of which I am inclined to diſbeheve the poſſibility: 
on his part. He has already refuſed. ſeveral employments under the 
general government, preferring. the income derived from, his pro- 
ſeſſional labours (which. is more than. ſufficient for his moderate ſyſtem. 

of 
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of economy), together with a life of tranquil caſe in the midſt of his 
family and in bis native town. Even by his friends he 1s taxed with 
ſome little propenſity to indolence; but even if this reproach were well 
founded, he nevertheleſs diſplays great ſuperiority i in his profeſſion 98 
e his mind to buſine ſs. | 


DEPARTURE FROM RICHMOND FOR THE MOUNTAINS. 
DOVER GOAL-MIN E. 


On the 20th of June, Mr. Guillemard and myſelf ſet out for the 
mountains; Monticello, the habitation of Mr. Jefferſon, was the ob- 
ject of this part of our journey. Meſſrs. Graham and Havans, mer- 
chants of Richmond, and owners of a coal- mine, were ſo kind as to 
conduct us thitber. This mine is ſcarcely wrought. Several pits 
have been ſunk, and relinquiſhed again, in hopes of diſcovering coals 
of a ſuperior quality, and in greater abundance, in other places. It ap- 
pears, to be very rich, and to form a part of the fame bed, which is 
found in the environs, and has been worked for many years on the 
weſt ſide of the river. But theſe gentlemen, who are neither chemiſts 
nor mechanicians, are content to grope tbeir way without applying 
for advice to more enlightened men; for there is not one en 
throughout America verſed in the art of working mines "of 

This is one of the objects, in regard to which literary ſocieties might 
render themſelves extremely uſeful in the United States. They might 
eaſily inſert in the public papers extracts of the beſt works, written in 
Engliſh, French, and German, on this ſcience, which has been brought 
to ſuch perfection in Europe. Nor would it be an arduous taſk to 
hold on this head, as on all ſubjects of univerſal utility, a correſpondence 
with men of letters in Europe, The publication of this correſpond; 


he Duke muſt 110 this obſervation to the natives; "Gol many Europeans, killed in 
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ence, would introduce into Ametica a knowledge of the progreſs and 

diſcoveries made in the ſcience of mines, and all the unpleaſant 

trouble and ruinous nes of fruitleſs nn would be wn 
vented. 

Meſſrs. Grabam and A employ Ces five n negroes in 
this mine, and the buſineſs of the farm, in the province of which 
it is ſituated. In the Toweſt ground the vein runs one hundred and 
twenty feet below the ſurface, and is, in general, twenty-four feet thick. 
The ground from the ſurface down to the vein conſiſts of a good red 
and yellow clay, interſperſed with ſtone, eaſily reducible to duſt, The 
vein is enveloped in a ſmall layer of imperfe& ſlate, and reſts on a 
bed of granite ; a circumſtance, which, in the opinion of my friend, 
Mr. Guillemard, muft puzzle all the naturaliſts of Europe.. The coals 
of this mine, and indeed of all thoſe which have hitherto been open« 
ed in this country, are very ſmall, and the moſt ſolid pieces which 
can be obtained crumble into duſt at the flighteſt ſhock, ſo that they 
are more adapted to be uſed in the forges of ſmiths, that to be burned 
in grates. Some veins, it is ſuppoſed, contain more ſolid coals ; if this 
thould be the caſe, the mine would prove far more profitable for the 
owners: but this ſuppoſition remains as yet a matter of mere con- 
jecture. | 

This farm, compoſed of three hundred and fifty acres of has which 
18 for the moſt part of the very beſt quality, and containing a mine, 
the exiſtence of whieh was not unknown to the vender, brought three 
years ago no more than five thouſand three hundred and thirty-three. 
dollars, which makes about eighteen dollars per acre. The farm is 
managed in the common ftyle of the country, that is, very badly; but 
as it chiefly conſiſts of low grounds, the crops are in general better 
than on other eſtates, where the culture of the foil is equally * 
lected. 

The road from Richmond to Dover (this i is the name of the place 
where the mine is found), lies through woods of a middling quality; 
the foil is poor, and partly eultivated, though jn a very different 
e manner. 
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manner. The houſes are ſwall, bad, and not numerous. They are 
inhabited by white people, wuo do not em t to be in eaſy circum- 
ſtan ces. 

On paſſing the creek of Fuckehoe, you quit the county of Hen» 
fig in which Richmond is ſituated, and enter that of Goochland. 


GOOCHLAN D COURT-HOUSE. 


The country between ns and Goochland court-houſe, where 
we ſtopped at night, is more variegated than before ; you find there 
more heights, and ſome fine proſpects, eſpecially on Mount Pleaſant, 
which commands a wide extenſive vale, entirely cleared, and full of 
houſes, and clumps of trees, which have been leſt ſtanding near the 
babitations and in the middle of the fields, 

This day was a court-day at Goochland. The juſtices of the peace 
of the county meet here every month for the adminiſtration of juſtice. 
The ſeſſion aſſembles here, beſides the neighbouring judges, lawyers, 
and parties whoſe cauſes are to be tried, numbers of idle people who 
come leſs from a defire to learn what is going forwards than to drink 
together. _ 

It was near nine o'clock at night when J arrived, before Mr. Guil- 
| lemard. The company was about to break up; the accounts were 
ſettled ; every one had already mounted his horſe, and nothing pre- 
vented their ſeparation but the irreſolution and prattle common to 
drunken people, 'and the uſual attachment between them when they 
meet to get intoxicated together. By my manner of talking English 
to the landlord, the company caſily diſcerned that I was a Frenchman. 
Immediately they jumped all off their horſes, Pulte me down from 
mine, claſped me in their arms, and exclaimed “ Vou are a Freuch- 
man — well, you are our. friend, our dear friend; we would all of us 
die for every Frenehman; we are good republicans, we would kill 
all the Eugliſh ; that would be an excellent thing, would not it? Oh, 
our * our dear frlend Heis Frenchman,” they ſaid to each 


other, 
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other, the brave dear gentleman is a Frenchman ! But as you ate a 
Frenchman, you muſt drink ſome grog with us. They embraced me, 
pulled me about in every direction, and ſhook me by the hand. Do 
pray tell us what we can do for you; you are our brother.” I was 
overwhelmed by their number and careſſes to ſuch a degree, that I 
was hardly able to bring my foot to the ground. Although their 
drunken profeſſions were rather of too ſentimental a complexion, yet I 
could not be diſpleaſed with their purpoſe and intention; on the con- 
trary, in this reſpect they gave me great ſatisfaction. I anfwered them 
as well as circumſtances would admit: but my anſwer, as may be eaſily 
conceived, was drowned in the noiſe of their joyful profeſſiuns. Dur- 
ing this time arrived a large bowl of grog, and we drank one after 
another, toaſting the French, France, America, Virginia, and M. de 
la Fayette, whoſe name they mentioned with enthufiaſm. In ſpite of 
my little difpoſition for drinking, I was obliged two or three times to 
drink in my turn; for it was abſolutely neceſſary to empty the bowl. It 
was with great difficulty I prevented the arrival of a ſecond; and the 
inn-keeper having told them that the Frenchman (ſpeaking of me) 
had made a long journey, and conſequently wanted repoſe, I was at 
length able to diſengage myſelf from the officious hands of theie good 
people, who would all take me home, ten, fifteen, or twenty miles di- 
ſtant from the place of our meeting. 
Another circumſtance which favoured our ſeparation, was the tragic 
return of one of the gueſts, who had left the company before my ar» 
rival to fight another drunkard. This poor young man, who arrived 
in his battle-array, that is, quite naked, was covered with blood from 
a blow which tore away a part of his ear, and from another on his 
eye, which ſeemed ſtarting out of his head. The tender affections of 
my friends were now turned towards their wounded companion, and 
I rejoined Mr. Guillemard, who had arrived during the feſtive recep» 
tion which I experienced ; but hearing that the Engliſh were rather 
ſeverely treated, did not think it convenient to join us. 
In Virginia, where the villages are leſs numerous than in other 
Vol. II. | K parts, 
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parts, and inns very ſcarce, there is generally one adjoining the Court- 
Houſe, without which the juſtices, lawyers, and parties, would have no 
means to procure either. a bed or food. We were very well lodged in 
the houſe deſtined for the judges, where we ſhared the parlour with 
three counſellors, very civil and ſober men, and good companions. 
Their ſentiments in favour of France and her ſucceſſes, clothed in 
language more ſenſible than that of my firſt acquaintances in the place, 
bore a ſtrong appearance of ſincerity and candour. They told us, that, 
by what they had learned, France had demanded of America twenty 
thouſand troops to aſſiſt her in the preſervation of her colonies in the 
Weſt Indies, and they entertained no doubt but that America, mindful 
of her obligations to France, would readily comply with the demand, 
It is evident. that theſe good gentlemen were by no means poſleſſed of 
correct information relative to the diſpoſition of their government, and 
over-rated the extent of national gratitude, However this may be, 
you hear in Virginia the ſame language expreflive of attachmeitt to 
France, of hatred and eſpecially of diſtruſt in regard to England, and 
of affection for M. de la Fayette, which you meet with in every other 
part of the United States that is not ſituated in the immediate vicinity 
of great towns, and places abſorbed in mercantile ſpeculations. In 
general, the inhabitants of the country, and thoſe of large towns— 
thoſe who live at a conſiderable diſtance from the ſea-coaſt, and thoſe 
who belong to trading places—are two deſcriptions of people altogether - 
diſtin& from each other in point of manners and opinions. The truth 
of this remark, which is obvious in all countries, is more ſtrikingly fo 
in America, where the people are only divided into the two claſſes of 
traders and cultivators, where trade and commerce, which are almoſt 
entirely in the hands of England, naturally find their intereſts interwoven 
with thoſe of that kingdom, and where the merchants and traders acting 
upon this principle, and poſſeſſed of that powerful influence which is 
generally derived from ſuperior wealth, form, as it were, a diſtinct 
nation within a nation ; while, on the other hand, the country people, 
attached by their own intereſts to the proſperity of that country 

only 
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only which they inhabit, deſire it ſincerely and exclufively, and are 
merely liable to thoſe errors into which ignorance may betray Wei 


good diſpoſition. 


M. DE RIEUX. BIRD-ORDINARY. 


The road grows till duller after you leave Goochland Court- 
Houſe. It is every where ſurrounded with woods, and the eye 
diſcerns no difference of hills and dales but that of the road, from 
its riſes and falls. The plantations become conſtantly leſs fre- ; 
quent, and leſs extenſive ; and cultivation is ſtill more confined. Inns 
are very ſcarce on this road; the next is nearly ſeventeen miles 
diſtant from that where we paſſed the night. I went a mile farther 
on to ſtop at one which I knew was kept by a Frenchman, whoſe 
houſe, I had alſo learned, was lately deſtroyed by fire. This French- 
man formerly kept a ſtore at Charlotte-Ville. Having there ex- 
perienced misfortunes not occafioned by miſconduct, he eſtabliſhed 
himſelf where he now is, on the ſtrength of an aſſurance which had 
been given him, that, from the general diſſatisfaction expreſſed at the 
management of the neighbouring inn, his houſe would be much fre- 
quented by travellers. In this he has not been deceived; they all put 
up at his inn. The unfortunate fire, in which he loſt all his furniture 
and ſtock in trade, which he eſtimates at upwards of fifteen hundred” 
dollars, is attributed to his great ſucceſs, and the jealouſy excited by it 
in the breaſt of the miſtreſs of the rival neighbouring inn. His name is 
Plumard de Rieux, and he is a native of Nantes. If he belongs, as he 
ſays, to the family of Rieux, which however appears not to be the 
caſe from his name Plumard, he would appertain to one of thoſe to 
which ancient opinions aſſigned the firſt rank in France. He is brother 
of a lieutenant in the navy, who, ſharing the political ſentiments of 
the ancient navy, has refuſed to ſerve ſince the beginning of the re- 
volution. M. de Rieux married in America the daughter of Mr. 
Mazzei an Italian, who had ſettled on that continent, and who” 


— the revolution. acted the part of a zealous republican, but aſter- 
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wards returned to Europe, where, from his reputation of being a friend 
of liberty, he was appointed charge d' affaires at Paris by the King and 
the Republic of Poland. He has ſince, it is ſaid, retired to Piſa. 
Madame de Rieux is young and amiable, and poſſeſſes a well-in- 
formed mind. M. de Rieux is beloved aud reſpected by all who 
know him; he ſupports with courage and gaiety all the misfortunes 
which have happened to him. A very conſiderable inheritance has 
been lately left to him by an aunt, who remained in France and en- 
joyed his eſtates. He hopes to obtain this inheritance, yet he is at the 
fame time aware, that under the preſent circumſtances there is as 
much probability againſt as in favour of his wiſh, ak he left 
France long before the revolution. 

1 felt at M. de Rieux's what I always r on meeting with 
cond, honeſt, and ſenfible Frenchmen, a ſatisfaction and intereſt; which 
I never feel in America under any other circumſtances. Is it preju- 
dice, is it weakneſs? It may be ſo, but it is what I conſtantly ex- 
perience, what I have always experienced in foreign countries, even. 
previouſly to the calamitous events of the revolution, and what I feel 
_ diſpoſed, alſo to experience in future. Ah! how conſoling would it 
prove on meeting with an honeſt and - unfortunate countryman, ſur- 
rounded, by a wife and numerous family, to promote by a loan of ſome 
value the reſtoration of his proſperity, without wounding the delicacy 
of his feelings. The loſs of an enjoyment. of this nature is not the 
leaft painful reſult of ſevere misfortunes in point. of property and 
wealth. 

M. de Rieux only tenants the ous which he inhabits, and the 
three hundred and fifty acres of land that belong to it, and pays for the 
whole a yearly rent of ninety-eight dollars. This affords an additional 
proof of the moderate value of land in Virginia, as that which he cubs 
tivates is very good, 

After having ſpent. nearly. the . day at M. de Rieux's, we 
went ten miles farther on to Bird. ordinary, where we ſtopped fur the 


digt. Plantations become now, leſs frequent and poorer; yet. e 
planters, 
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planters, however wretched their condition, have all of them one or 


two negroes. Theſe flaves, who are in general well treated in Vir 
ginia, are upon the whole much more ſo by theſe! poor farmers,” Who 
ſhare with them the toils of the fields, and who, although they do not 
clothe and feed them well, yet treat them, in this reſpect, as well as 
they do themſelves : while on the plantations of wealthy coloniſts. the 
negroes are allowed meat but ſix times 8 n 8 
mmm K 10 "29" 
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A cyt village, built within theſe-few years on the — — 
rivulet which empties itſelf into James-River. Beſore you reach the 
village you croſs Melhaneck-Creek, which flows into the Nivanna. 
They are both fordable, but the fords are frequently rendered very 
dangerous, nay impaſſable, by a ſadden riſe of the waters, at leaſt for 
ſome hours; for the inclination of their beds is ſo conſiderable, that in 
leſs than mn a day _ return to _ ny depth, Which is only” 
three feet. 3 nn £01619 211 3 197 1006 eit nad: 
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MONTICELLO. MB. JEFFERSON; His AGRICULTURAL 
SYSTEM COMPARED WITH THAT. OF THE COUNTRY. ,, 


Monticello» is ſituated four miles from Milford, in that chain of 
mountains, which ſtretches from James's-River to the Rappahannock, 
twenty-eight miles in front of the Blue- Ridge, and in a direction 
parallel to thoſe mountains. This chain, which runs uninterrupted in 
its ſmall extent, aſſumes mn the names he the: wen oo 
and Green Mountains. 
It is in the part known by the name of — 3 — "ay 
Monticello is ſituated. The houſe ſtands: on the ſummit of the moun- 
tain, and the taſte and arts af Europe have been conſulted in the for- 
mation of its plan. Mr. Jefferſon had commenced: its conſtruction 
before the American revolution; ſince that epocha his life has been 
conſtautly engaged in public affairs, and he has not been able to com- 

* | plete 
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plete the execution to the whole extent of the OR which | it ſeems. 
he had at firſt conceived. That part ef the building. which was 
finiſhed has ſuffered from the ſuſpenſion of the work, and Mr. Jeffer- 
ſon; who two years ſince reſumed the habits and leiſure of private life, 
is now employed in repairing the damage occaſioned by this interrup- 
tion, and ſtill more by his abſence; he continues his original plan, and 
; even improves on it, by giving to his buildings more elevation and ex- 
. tent. He intends that they. ſhould conſiſt only of one Rory, crowned. 
1 with baluſtrades; and a dome is to be conſtructed in the centre of the 
ſtructure. The apartments will be large and convenient; the deco- 
ration, both outſide and inſide, ſimple, yet regular and elegant. Mon- 
| ticello, according to its firſt plan, was infinitely ſuperior to all other 
| hauſes in America, in point of taſte-and convenience ; but at that tame - 
| Mr. Jefferſon had ſtudied taſte and the fine arts in books only. His 
travels in Europe have ſupplied him with models; he has appropriated , 
f them to his deſign; and his new plan, the execution of which is already 
| much advanced, will be accompliſhed before the end of next year, and 
then his houſe will certainly deſerve to be ranked with the moſt plea- 
| ſant manfions in France and England. 
| | Mr. Jefferſon's houſe commands one of the moſt extenſive proſpects 
you can meet with. On the caſt ſide, the front of the building, the eye 
is not checked by any object, ſince the mountain on which the houſe 
is ſeated, commands all the neighbouring heights as far as the Cheſapeak. 
? The Atlantic might be ſeen were it not for the greatneſs of the di- 
ſtance, which renders that proſpect impoſſible. On the right and left 
the eye commands the extenſive valley that ſeparates the Green, South 
and Weſt Mountains from the Blue-Ridge, and has no other bounds - 
but theſe high mountains, of which, on a clear day, you diſcern the 
1 chain on the right upwards of a hundred miles, far beyond James's- 
1 River; and on the left as far as Maryland, on the other fide of the 
= Potowmack. Through ſome intervals, formed by the irregular ſum- 
mits of the Blue-Mountains, you diſcover the Peaked-Ridge, a chain 


of mountains placed between the Blue and North Mountains, another 
| more 
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more diſtant ridge. But in the back part the proſpect is ſoon inter- 
rupted by a mountain more elevated than that on which the houſe is 
ſeated. The bounds of the view on this point, at ſo ſmall a diſtance, 
form a pleaſant reſting- place; as the immenſity of proſpect it enjoys 
is, perhaps, already too vaſt. A conſiderable number of cultivated fields, 
houſes, and barns, enliven and variegate the extenſive landſcape, ſtill 
more embelliſhed by the beautiful and diverſified forms of mountains, 
in the whole chain of which not one reſembles another: The aid of 
fancy is, however, required to complete the enjoyment of this magnifi-- 
cent view ; and ſhe muſt picture to us thoſe plains and mountains ſuch 
as population and culture will render them in a greater or ſmaller 
number of years. The diſproportion exiſting between the cultivated; 
lands and thoſe which are ſtill covered with foreſts as ancient as the 
globe, is at preſent much too great: and even when that ſhall have 
been done away, the eye may perhaps further wiſh to diſcover a broad 
river, a great maſs of water Aeſtitute of which, the grandeſt and moſt” 
extenſive proſpect is ever deſtitute of an embelliſhment 1 to 
render it completely beautiful. | 
On this mountain, and in the facremiliily valleys, on both banks of 
the Rivanna, are fituated the five thouſand acres of land which Mr.. 
Jeiferſon poſſeſſes in this part of Virginia. Eleven hundred and twenty- 
only are cultivated. The land left to the care of ſtewards has ſuffered 
as well as the buildings from the long abſence of the maſter ;- accord-- 
ing to the cuſtom of the country it has been exhauſted by ſucceſſive 
culture. Its ſituation on declivities of hills and mountains renders x 
careful cultivation more neceſſary than is requiſite in lands ſituated in 
a flat and even country; the common routine is more pernicious, and 
more judgment and mature thought are required, than in a different 
ſoil. This forms at preſent the chief employment of Mr. Jefferſon. - 
But little accuſtomed to agricultural purſuits, he has drawn the prin- 
ciples of culture either from works which treat on this ſubject, or from 
converſation. Knowledge thus acquired often mifleads, and is at all 
times inſufficient in a country where agriculture is well underſtood; 
yet it is preferable to mere practical knowledge, in a country where a 
bad 
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bad practice - prevails, and where it is dangerous to follow the routine, 
from which it is ſo difficult to depart. | Above all, much good may be 
expected, if a contemplative mind, like that of Mr. Jefferſon, which 
takes the theory for its guide, watches its application with diſcernment, 
and reQifies it according to the peculiar circumſtances and nature of 
the country, climate and foil, aud conformably to the experience 
which he daily acquires. 

Purſuant” to the ancient rotation tobacco was cultivated four or 
five ſucceflive years; the land was then ſuffercd to lie fallow, and then 
again ſucceeded crops of tobacco. The culture of tobacco being now 
almoſt entirely relinquiſhed in this part of Virginia, the common rota- 
tion begins with wheat, followed by Indian - corn, and then again 
wheat, until the exhauſted ſoil loſes every productive power; the field 
is then abandoned, and the cultivator proceeds to another, which he 
treats and abandons in the ſame manner, until he returns to the firſt, 
which has in the mean time recovered ſome of its produttive faculties. 
The diſproportion between the quantity of land which belongs to the 
planters and the hands they can employ in its culture, diminiſhes the 
inconveniences of this deteſtable method. The land, which never re- 
ceives the leaſt manure, ſupports a longer or ſhorter time this alternate 
cultivation of wheat and Indian corn, according to its nature and 
ſituation, and regains, according to the ſame circumſtances,” more or 
leſs ſpeedily the power of producing new crops. If in the interval 


it be covered with heath and weeds, it frequently is again fit for cul- 


tivation at the end of eight or ten years; if not, a ſpace of twenty 
years is not ſufficient to render it capable of production. Planters 
who are not poſſeſſed of a ſufficient quantity of land to let ſo much of 
xt remain unproductive for ſuch a length of time, fallow'it in a year or 
two after it has borne wheat and Indian corn, during which time 
the fields ſerve as paſture, and are hereupon again cultivated in the 
fame manner. In either caſe the land produces from five to fix buſhels 


of wheat, or from ten to fifteen buſhels of Indian corn, the acre. To 


the A of Indian corn muſt alſo be added one m pounds of 
. | leaves 
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lea ves to every five buſhels, or each barrel, of grain. Theſe leaves 
are given as fodder to the cattle. It was in this manner that Mr. 
Jefferſon's land had always been cultivated, and it is this ſyſtem 
which he bas very wiſely rehnquiſhed. He has divided all his land 
under culture into four farms, and every farm into ſix ſields of forty - 
acres. Each farm conſiſts, therefore, of two hundred and eighty acres: 
His ſyſtem of rotation embraces ſeven years, and this is the reaſon 
why each farm has been divided into ſeven fields. In the firſt of theſe 
ſeven years wheat is cultivated; in the ſecond, Indian corn; in the 
third, peaſe or potatoes; in the fourth, vetches ;- in the fifth} - 
Wheat; and in che fixth/ and ſeventh, elover. Thus each of his fields 
yields ſome produce every year, and his rotation of ſueceſſtve culture, 
while it prepares the ſoil for the following crop, increaſes its produce. 
The abundance of clover, potatoes, peaſe, &c. will enable him to 
keep ſufficient cattle for manuring his land, which at pteſent receives 
hardly any dung at all, independently of the great e . de * 
in · future derive from the ſale of his cattle. [> 
Each farm, under the direction of a 1 ves belli is 
cultivated by four negroes, four negreſſes, four oxen, and four horſes. 
The bailiffs, who iu general manage their farms ſeparately, aſſiſt each 
other during the harveſt, as well as at any other time, when there is 
any preſſing labour. The great declivity of the fields, Which would 
render it extremely troubleſome and tedious to carry the produce, even 
of each farm, to one common central point, has induced Mr. Jefferſon 
to conſtruct on each field a barn, ſufficiently capacious to held its 
produce in grain; the produce in forage is alſo houſed chere, hut this 
is generally ſo great, that it becomes neceſſary to make ſtacks near the 
barns. The latter are conſtructed of trunks of trees, and he floors 
ate boarded; The foreſts and Haves reduce; the eee 
ings to a mere trifle. b mo 162,20, nab ology bas. 
Mr. Jefferſon poll fies one i of thoſs' nellen threſhing-machines, 
which a few years ſinee were invented in Scotland, and are already F 
"ſy common in England. This machine, the Whole of whitch' does 
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not weigh two thouſand pounds, is conveyed from one barn to another 
in a waggon, and threſhes from one hundred and twenty to one 
hundred and fifty buſhels a day. A worm, whoſe eggs are almoſt 
conſtantly depoſited in the ear of the grain, renders it neceſſary to 
threſh the corn a ſhort time after the harveſt; in this caſe the heat, 
occaſioned by the mixture of grain with its envelope, from which it is 


diſengaged, but with which it continues mixed, deſtroys the vital prin- 


ciple of the egg, and protects the coru from the inconveniences of its 
being hatched. If the grain continued in the ears, without being 


- ſpeedily beaten, it would be deſtroyed by the worm, which would be 


excluded from the eggs. .- This ſcourge, however, ſpreads. no farther 
northwards than the Potowmack, and is bounded to the weſt by the 
Blue Mountains. A few weeks after the corn has been beaten, it is 
free from all danger, winnowed and ſent to market. The Virginia 
planters have generally their corn trodden out by horſes ; but this way 


is flow, and there is no country in the world where this operation re- 


quires more diſpatch than in this part of. Virginia. Beſides. the ſtraw 
is . bruiſed by the treading of horſes. Mr. Jefferſon hopes that his 
machine, which has already found ſome imitators among his neigh- 
bours, will be generally adopted in Virginia. In a country where all 
the inhabitants poſſeſs plenty of wood, this machine wy be made at a 
very trifling expence. 

Mr. Jefferſon rates the average * of an acre of land, in the 
preſent ſtate of his farm, at eight buſhels of wheat, eighteen buſhels of 
Indian corn, and. twenty hundred weight of clover. After the land 
has been duly manured, he may expect a produce twice, nay. three 
times more conſiderable. But his land will never be dunged as much 
as in Europe. Black cattle and pigs, which in our country are either 
conſtantly kept on the farm, or at leaft return thither every evening, 


and whoſe dung is carefully gathered and preſerved either ſeparate. or 
mixed, according to circumſtances, are here left grazing iu the woods 
the whole year round. Mr. Jefferſon keeps no more ſheep than are 


neceſſary for the conſumption of his own table. He cuts his cloyer 
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but twice each ſeaſon, and does not ſuffer his cattle to graze in his 
fields. The quantity of his dung is therefore in proportion to the 
number of cattle which he can keep with his own fodder, and which 
he intends to buy at the beginning of winter to ſell them again in 
ſpring ; and the cattle kept in the vicinity of the barns where the 
forage is houſed, will furniſh manure only for the adjacent fields. 
From an opinion entertained by Mr. Jefferſon, that the f eat of the 
ſun deſtroys, or at leaſt dries up in a great meaſure, the nutritious 
juices of the earth, he judges is neceſſary that it ſhould be always 
covered. In order therefore to preſerve his fields, as well as to mul- 
tiply their produce, they never lie fallow. On the fame principle he 
cuts his clover but twice a ſeaſon, does not let the cattle feed on the 
graſs, nor incloſes his _ which are a: ay. divided by a 1 row 
of peach trees. 8 
A long experience would be e to form a correct ain 
whether the loſs of dung which this ſyſtem occaſions in his farms, and 
the known advantage of fields encloſed with ditches, eſpecially in a 
declivous fituation, where the earth from the higher grounds is'con- 
ſtantly waſhed down by the rain, are fully compenſated by the vegetative 
powers which he means thus to preſerve in his fields. His ſyſtem is 
entirely confined to himſelf; it is cenſured by ſome of his neighbours,” | 
who are alſo employed in improving their culture with ability and {kill, 
but he adheres to it, and thinks it is founded on juſt obſervations.  *' 
Wheat, as has already been obſerved, is the chief object of cultiva- 
tion in this country. The riſe, which within theſe two years has 
taken place in the price of this article, bas engaged the ſpeculations 
of the planters, as well as the merchants. The population of Vir- 
ginia, which is ſo inconſiderable in proportion to its extent, and ſo 
little collected in towns, would offer but a very precarious market for 
large numbers of cattle. Every planter has as many of them in the 
woods, as are required for the conſumption of his family. The 
negroes, who form a conſiderable part of the population, eat but little 
meat, and this little is pork. Some farmers cultivate rye and oats, 
; L2 but 
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but they are few in number. Corn is ſold here to the merchants of 
Milford or Charlotte-Ville, who ſhip it, for Richmond, Where it 


or a preſſing want of, money may at times occaſion, variations in this 
manner;of ſale, but it is certainly the moſt common way. Money is 
very ſcarce in this diſtrict, and, bank- notes being unknown, trade is 


chiefly carried on by barter; the merchant, who receives the grain, re- 


turns its, value i in ſuch commoditiesas the vender ſtands i in. need of. 


Nr. Jefferſon ſold his wheat laſt year for two dollars anda half = ſh 


buſhel. He contends, that it is in this diſtrict whiter than i in the 
envirops of Richmond, and all other low countries, and that the 
buſhel, which weighs there only from fifty-five to Aa ock, 
weigbs on his farm from ſixty to hxty-five. 5 8 

In addition to the eleven hundred and twenty acres of land, divided 
into four farms, Mr. Jefferſon ſows & few acres with pie ſuccory, 
and other ſeeds, i 

Before I leave his farm, 1 mall not Fr; to N that I haye 
ſeen here a drilling-machine, the name of which cannot be tranſlated. into 
French but by .*, machine d femer en pagquets.” By Mr. _ Jefferſon's 
account, it has been invented i in his neighbourhood. If this machine 
fully anſwers the good opinion which he entertains of it, the invention 
is the more fortunate, as by Arthur Young's: aſſertion not one good 
drilling-machine is to be found in England. This machine, placed 


on a ſort of plough- carriage, carries an iron, which gently opens the 
furrow as deeply as is required. Behind this iron, and in the upper 


part of the machine, is a ſmall trough, containing the grain which 
is intended to be ſown. This grain is taken out of the trough by a 
row of ſmall receivers, ſewed on a leather band, or ribbon, and turn+ 


ing round two pivots placed above each other at the diſtance of from 


ſeven to eight inches. The ſmall receivers take the grain from the 
trough, and turn it oyer into a ſmall conduit, which conveys it into 
the furrow made by the iron. The diſtance of one of thoſe re- 


ceivers from another determines chat of the places in which the 
grain 


ſetches a chilling more per buſhel than in other places. Speculation 


-y 
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grain is depoſited in the ground; and à harrow, fixed on the ma- 
chine behind the conduits through which the feed falls intò the 


futrow, covers it again. The endleſß chain of the teceivets, which 


forms the merit of the machine, may be compared with that which 
is uſed for drawing water from a great depth, or ſtill more "properly 
with a heaver of flour in Evans's mills. It is put in motion by a 


light wheel, which moves along the ground as the machine advances, 


and is fixed in ſuch a manner that it is not obſtructed in its move 
ments by the inequalities of the ground, nor even by the ſtones which 


; it may find in its way. If this machine really anſwers the FT WV: 


purpoſe, it is difficult to conceive why it ſhould not have been in- 
vented before, as it is extremely fimple; compoſed of movements well 
known, and of powers frequently employed. war w One it admits, 
however, of great improvements 9345 087 

My readers will undoubtedly find that I beſtow netting attention. on 
agriculture, by ſpeaking of Mr. Jefferſon a as a ny eme K rn 
* in any other point of vie,; 

They muſt be very ignorant of the hiſery: of Aten * lber 
not that Mr. Jefferſon ſhared with George Waſhington, Franklin, 
John Adams, Mr. Jay, and a few others, the toils and dangers of 
the revolution, in all its different ſtages ; that in the famous con- 
greſs which guided and conſolidated it, he diſplayed a boldneſs 
and firmneſs of character, a ſund of "talents. and knowledge, and a 
ſteadineſs of principles, which will hand down his name to poſterity 


with glory, and enſure to him for ever the reſpect and gratitude 


of all friends of liberty. It was he, who in that famous congreſs, 
fo reſpectable, and ſo much reſpected—in that congreſs, ever in- 
acceſſible to the ſeduction, fear, and apparent weakneſs of the peo- 
ple—who jointly with Mr. Lee, another deputy" of Virginia, pro- 
poſed the declaration of independence. It was he, who, ſupported 
principally by John Adams, preſſed the deliberation on the ſubject, 
and carried it, bearing down the wary prudence of ſome of his'col- 
leagues, poſſeſſed _ an equal ſhare of patriotiſm, but leſs courage. It 
las was 
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was he, who was charged with drawing up this maſter- piece of dig- 
nified wiſdom, and patriotic pride. It was he, who being afterwards 
appointed governor 'of Virginia at the *period of the invaſion of Ar- 
nold and Cornwallis, acquired a /peculiar claim on the gratitude of 
his fellow-citizens. It was he, who, as the firſt ambaſſador of the 
United States in France, filled at that momentous epocha that di- 
ſtinguiſhed poſt to the ſatisfaction of both nations. In fine, it was he, 
who as Secretary of State in 1792, when the. ridiculous and diſorga- 
nizing pretenſions of Mr, Genet, and the lofty arrogance of the * * * 
miniſter, endeavoured alternately to abuſe the political weakneſs of 
the United States, induced his government. to ſpeak a noble and in- 
dependent language, which would have done credit to the moſt 
formidable power. The long correſpondence carried on with theſe 
two deſigning agents would, from its juſt, profound, and able reaſoning, 
be alone ſufficient to ae on its author the reputation of an accom- 
pliſhed ſtateſman. 

Since the beginning of 1794, Mr. Jade has withdrawn From 


public affairs, This was the time when the | malevolent ſentiments 


of # # u were diſplayed againſt the United States in the ſtrong- 


| eſt manner, and when her unjuſt proceedings were reſented with the 


utmoſt indignation from one end of America to the other. This 
was the moſt important epocha of the policy of the United Sates, 
becauſe they propoſed to act with energy and vigour. The pre- 
ference which under thoſe circumſtances the Preſident was accuſ- 
tomed to give to the advice of Mr. Hamilton, which continually carried 
along with it the opinion not only of General Knox, but alſo of Mr. 
Randolph, then attorney-general of the Union, over that of Mr. Jet- 
ferſon, cauſed him to embrace this reſolution. Immediately after this 
ſtep, Mr. Jefferſon was conſidered by the ruling party as the leader 
of Oppoſition ; he was ſuſpected of revolutionary views; he was accuſed 
of an intention to overturn the conſtitution. of the United States, of 
being the enemy of his country, and of a wiſh to become a tribune 
of the people. It is ſufficient to know that Mr, Jefferſon is a man 
s of 
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of ſenſe, to feel the abſurdity of theſe ſcandalous, imputations ; and 
whoever is acquainted with his virtue, muſt be aſtoniſhed. at their 
having ever been preferred againſt him. His ſpeeches are thoſe of 
a man firmly attached to the maintenance of the Union, of the pre- 
ſent conſtitution, and of the independence of the United States. He is 
the declared enemy of every new ſyſtem the iutroduction of which 
might be attempted, but he is a greater enemy of a kingly form of 
government than of any other. He is clearly of opinion, that the 
preſent conſtitution ſhould be carefully preſerved, aud defended againft 
all infringements ariſing from an extenſion of the prerogatives of the 
executive power. It was framed and accepted on republican princi- 
ples, and it is his wiſh that it ſhould remain a republican conſtitution. 
On ſeveral occaſions I have heard him ſpeak with great reſpect of 
the virtues of the Preſident, and in terms of eſteem of his found and un- 
erring judgement. . | 

But the ſpirit of party i is 3 to erceſt in America; men wa 
embrace the. opinion of Mr. Jefferſon, attack their opponents, with im- 
putations, no doubt, equally unfounded. In all party- proceedings 
neither reaſon nor juſtice can be expected from either ſide, and very 
ſeldom ſtrict morality with reſpect to the means employed to ſerve the 
favourite cauſe; one cauſe alone appears good; every thing beſides 
is deemed bad, nay criminal, and probity itſelf ſerves to miſlead 
probity. Perſonal reſentments aſſume. the colour of public ſpirit, and 
frequently, when the moſt odious acts of injuſtice have been com- 
mitted, and the moſt atrocious calumnies ſpread, but few members of 
the party are in the ſecret, and know that they are the effuſions of 
injuſtice and falſe repreſentation. The truth of theſe obſervations be- 
ing evident to all men who have lived amidſt parties, ſhould lead to 
mutual toleration and forbearance. - 

In private life Mr. Jefferſon diſplays a wild, eaſy — obliging tem- 
per, though he is ſome what cold and reſerved. His converſation. i is of 
the moſt agreeable kind, and he poſſeſſes a ſtock of information not 
inferior to that * other man. In Europe he would hold a di- 

ſtinguiſhed 


+ — 


1% 
14 
* 
3 
IN 
% 
i 
j 


—— 


k 
a 


r 


«,, + eat 


2c 


* r — 


— x 
* r > 
—_— r 


5 5 
TE T FS 1 $$. #4 +4 
2 - = 2 —— * 
; = 
= 


80 ano "TAAVELS IN NORTH AUE 


ſtingulhed rank atong men of letters, add as ſuch he' has already ap- 
peared there; ; at preleut he is employed with activity and perſeve - 
rance in the managetnent of his farms and buildings; and he orders, 
directs, and purſue s in the minuteſt detail every branch of buſineſs tre- 
lative to them. I found him in the midſt of the harveſt; from which 
the ſcbrthitig heat of the ſun does not prevent his attendance, (His 
negtoes are nobriſhed; clotheu, and treated as well as white ſervants 
cdl be? As he cannot expect any affiſtance from the two ſmall neigh- 
bouring towns, evety' article is made on his farm; his negroes are 
Stbicket⸗ aks carpentets maſons, bricklayers, ſmiths, &c. The 
children he employs in à Hail- manufactory, which yields already a con- 
ſiderable profit. The young and old negreſſes ſpin for the clothing of 
the reſt. He animates them by rewards and diſtinctions; in fine, his 
ſupetior mind directs the management of his domeſtic concerns with 
the ſame abilities, activity, and regularity, which he evinced in the 
conduct of public affairs, and Which he is calculated to diſplay 
in every ſituation of life. In the ſuperintendence of his houſehold he 
is aſſiſted by his two daughters, Mrs. Randolph and Miſs Mary, who 
are band ſome, modeſt, and amiable women. They have been edu- 
cated in France. Their father Went often with them to the houſe 
of Madame 4 Enville, my dear and reſpectable aunt, where they be- 
came acquainted with my family, and as the names of many of my 
friends are not unknown to them, we were able to converſe of them 
together. It will be eafily conceived, that this could not but excite 
in my mind ſtrong ſenſations, and recollectious, ſometimes: painful, 
yet generally ſweet. Fifteen hundred leagues from our native coun- 
fry, in another world, and frequently given up to melancholy, we 
fancy ourſelves reſtored to exiſtence, and not utter ſtrangers to hap- 
_ pinels, when we hear our family and our friends mentioned by per- 
ſons WBO have known them, who repeat their names, deſcribe their 
perſons, and expreſs themſelves on ſo nt a ſubject in terms of 
kindneſs and benevolence. 
Mr. N e is proprietor of a death plantation, nien 
ball: ur to 
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to that of Mr. Jefferſon's ; he conſtantly ſpends the ſummer with 

him, and, from the affection he bears him, he ſeems to be his ſon 
rather than his ſon-in-law, Miſs Maria conſtantly refides with her 
father; but as ſhe is ſeventeen years old, and is remarkably hand- 
ſome, ſhe will, doubtleſs, ſoon find, that there are duties which it is 
ſtill ſweeter to perform than theſe of a daughter. Mr. Jefferſon's 
pbiloſophic turn of mind, his love of ſtudy, his excellent library, 
which ſupplies him with the means of ſatisfying it, and his friends, 
will undoubtedly help him to endure: this lofs, which-moreover is not 
likely to become an abſolute privation, as the ſecond: ſon-in-law - of 
Mr. Jefferſon may, like Mr. Randolph, reſide in the vicinity of Monti- 
cello, and, if he be worthy nnn n 
company more deſirable than that of Mr. Jefferſon. 

The ſituation of Monticello exempts this place 0 the 1 
effluvia which produce ſo many diſeaſes in the lower countries. 
From its great elevation it enjoys the pureſt air; and the ſea-breeze, 
which is felt on ſhore about eight or nine o'clock in the morning, 
reaches Monticello at one or two in the afternoon, and ſomewhat te- 
freſhes the atmoſphere, but the ſun is intolerable from its ſcorching 
heat; as indeed it is in all the ſouthern States. The places that 
enjoy ſome advantage over others are thoſe which, like Monticello, 
are expoſed to its direct rays, without experiencing their reflection 
from more elevated mountains, or neighbouring buildings. N 

Mr. Jefferſon, in common with all landholders in America, ima- 
gines that his habitation is more healthy than any other; that it is as 
healthful as any in the fineſt parts of France; and that neither the 
ague, nor any other bilious diſtempers are ever obſerved at Monti- 
cello. This is undoubtedly true, becauſe he aſſerts it, in regard to 
himſelf, to his family, and his negroes, none of whom is attacked 
by theſe maladies; but I am, nevertheleſs, of opinion, that an 
European, who during this ſeaſon ſhould expoſe himſelf too much to 
the air from nine in the morning until fix at night, would not long 
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enjoy a good ſtate of health. During the ſeven days I continued 
there, not one paſſed without ſome moments of rain, and yet the in- 
tenſity of the heat was not in the leaſt abated by t. | 

In Virginia mangrel negroes are found in greater number than 
in Carolina and Georgia; and I have even ſeen, eſpecially at Mr. 
Jefferſon's, ſlaves, who, neither in point of colour nor features, 
ſhewed the leaſt trace of their original; deſcent ; but their mothers 
being ſlaves, they retaiu, of conſequence, the ſame condition, This 
ſuperior-number of people of colour is owing to the ſuperior antiquity 
of the ſettlement of Virginia, aud to the claſs of ſtewards, or bailiffs, 
who are acciifed of producing this mongrel breed, They are liable 
to temptation, . becauſe they are young, and conſtantly amidſt their 
ſlaves; and they enjoy the power of gratifying their paſſions, becauſe 
they are deſpots. But the public opinion is ſo much againſt this in- 
tercourſe between the white people and the black, that it is always 
by ſtealth, and tranſiently, the former ſatisfy their defires, as no white 
man is known to hve regularly with a black woman. 

Before I cloſe this article I muſt ſay, that during my reſidence at 
Monticello I witneſſed the indignation excited an all the planters of 
the neighbourhood by the cruel conduct of a maſter to his ſlave, whom 
he had flogged to ſuch a degree as to leave him almaſt dead on the 
ſpot. Juſtice purſues this barbarous maſter, and all the other planters 


declared loudly their wiſh, that he may be ſeverely * which 


ſeems not to admit of any doubt. 
But it is time to take leave of Mr. Jefferſon, whoſe kind reception 


has perfectly anſwered what 1 had a right to expect from his civility, 
from out former acquaintance in France, and from his particular con- 


nection with my relations and friends. Mr, Jefferſon is invited by 


the republican party, named anti- federaliſts, to ſucceed George Waſh- 
ington in the Preſident's chair of the United States, the latter having 
publicly declared, that he will not continue in this place, although he 


thould be re- elected by the majority of the people of the United States. 
The 
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The other party is deſirous of raiſing John Adams to that ſtation, whoſe 
paſt ſervices, and diſtinguiſhed conduct in the cauſe of liberty, together 
with his place of Vice-Preſident, give him alſo, no doubt, very power- 
ful claims. In the preſent” ſituation of the United States, divided as 
they are between two parties, which mutually accuſe each other of 
perfidy and treaſon, and involved in political meaſures which it is 
equally difficult to retract and to purſue, this exalted ſtation is ſur- 
rounded with dangerous rocks ; probity, a zealous attachment to 
the public cauſe, and the moſt eminent abilities, will not be ſufficient 
to ſteer clear of them all. There exiſts no more in the United States 
a man in a ſituation ſimilar to that of George Waſhington. On his 
firſt election, the confidence and gratitude of all America were concen- 
trated in him. Such a man cannot exiſt in the preſent conjuncture of 
circumſtances, and the next preſident; of the United Statzs will be 
only the preſident of a party. Without being the enemy of one of 
the pretenders, one cannot, therefore, concur in the with which he 
may entertain of being elevated to that eminent poſt. The fleeting en- 
joyment of the vanity of him, who ſhall be elected preſident, may, per- 
haps, be followed by the kneeneſt pangs of grief in his remaining days. 
The two fmall towns of Charlotte-Ville and Milford trade in the 
produce of the country ſituated between them and the mountains. 
They alſo form a fort of depdt for the commodities of more diſtant parts 
of the country; eſpecially Milford, where the navigation begins; and does 
not experience any farther interruption from this point to Richmond. 
The water-carriage of merchandize and commodities coſts one third 
of a dollar per hundred weight. The trade, which in a fmall degree 
is allo carried on with money, is chiefly managed by barter, becauſe 
money is ſcarce, and notes are not readily received. The price 'of 
land is from four to five dollars per acre, and the quantity of land to 
be ſold is very conſiderable. Meat, that is, matton, veal and lamb, 
fetches fourpence a pound; beef cannot be had but in winter. The 
wages of white workmen, ſuch as maſons, carpenters, cabinet-makers, 
and ſmiths, amount to from one and a half dollar to two dollars 
M2 a day, 
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a day, according as they are ſcarce/ in the country. During the pre- 
ſent ſeaſon maſons obtain the higheſt pay; there are not four ſtone» 
maſons in the whole county of Albemarle, 1 eee is r 
„er 1 2 on "ther 29th of youu 50 


WOODS-TAVERN. CU LU) RE or TOBACCO. 

The 1004 to ee Aich 2 runs Aueng viral oy 
through woods, is tolerably good and even. The plantations con- 
tinue to be thinly ſcattered, and the proprietors cultivate as much to- 
bacco as they can employ negroes. But here, as on Jamee-River, 
and in fact throughout Virginia, tobacco is yearly replaced by wheat, 
which becomes gradually almoſt the general object of culture; and the 
preſent fall in the price of wheat does not ſeem to render the planters 
leſs attached to this change in their ſyſtem of cultivation. h 

The culture of tobacco is difficult, troubleſome; and uncertain; It 
is ſown in the month of March, in a fat and rather moiſt ground. 
Before the ſowing time the land is covered with ſmall branches of 
trees, which are burnt for the purpoſe of deſtroying the herbs and roots, 
that might injure the growth of the plant, and alſo in order to increaſe 
the fertility of the ſoil by their aſhes. The tobacco is thickly ſown on 
a bed in the moſt ſheltered corner of the field. This bed is covered 
with branches, leſt the froſt ſhould hinder the unfolding of the ſeed, 
and prevent the ſprouting of the plants. When they are three or 
four inches high, they are tranſplanted into a field, which has been 
well manured and prepared for their reception. A negro heaps earth 
around the plants, which are ſet four feet diſtant from each other on 
all fides. The ground is conſtantly kept clean of weeds, and all the 
leaves are taken from the plant, which it is thought might injure its 
perfect growth, beginning always with thoſe that are next the ground, 
and which might be affected by the wet. More earth is heaped around 
the ſtalk-; and its head bruiſed with the nail, to prevent its running up 
too wank all the ſprouts which * * below the leaves are cut 


away, 
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away, and all the leaves ſuboeſſively torn off, except eight or nine, 
which alone are leſt ou the ſtalk. At Jaſt when the plant is ſuppoſed 
to berripe; which-happens in the mouth off Auguſt, it is cut, left ſeveral 
days in the field to dry in the ſung and then cartied intg the. barns, 
where every plant is {eparately ſuſpended by its undermoſt part. In 
this poſition the leaves attain by deſiccation the laſt degree of ma- 
turity, but not all of them at the ſane time; for this deſiccation, which 
in regard to ſome is completed within two days, takes with reſpect to 
others ſeveral weeks. When the leaves are perfectly dry; they are 
taken from the ſtalk, and laid one upon another in ſmall parcels. The 

moſt perfect leaves muſt be put together, and thoſe of an inferior quality 
ſeparated into different claſſes; this is, at leaſt, the method followed 
by ſuch planters as pay moſt attention to the fabrication of their to- 
bacco. Theſe ſmall parcels of leaves, tied together by their tails, are 
then brought under the preſs, and afterwards preſſed down into hogſ- 
heads. This proceſs varies more or leſs in the different! E 
but the variations are not bytany means conſiderable. 

The ſorts of tobacco, cultivated in Virginia; pF fineet-ſoetted, 
the moſt eſteemed of all; the big and /ittley which follow next; 
then the Frederic; and, laſtly, the ane-and- all, the largeſt of all, and 
which yields - moſt in point of quantity. The tobacco produced in 
theſe parts is ſold either at Milford or Richmond. The price is the 
ſame; and ſo is the freight, which amounts to one third of a dollar per 
bundftdweight ; this is alſo the caſe in regard to other articles of mer- 
chandize. This year it has been ſold for fix dollars and two thirds per 
hundred weight. Three years ago it brought no more than from 
three to four dollars. A negro can cultivate two acres and a half, 
and as each acre yields, upon an average, one thouſand pounds of 
tobacco, each negro can, conſequently, produce two thouſand five 
hundred pounds. But the culture of this plant is, as has already been 
ftated, extremely troubleſome ; it is expoſed to a great variety of ac- 
cident?, which cannot always be avoided, and which deſtroy many 


ſtalks, or ſpoil at leaſt many leaves: 1ſt, After the plant has been 
tranſplanted, 
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tranſplanted, the root is frequently attacked by a ſmall worm, which 
cauſes the leaf to turn yellow, and which muſt be taken out of the 
ground with the fingers, to ſave the plant; 2d. humidity communi- 
cates the rot to the plant, that is, covers it with red ſpots, which 
cauſe it to moulder away, and the ſtalk is loſt; 3d. violent winds 
break the ſtalk; 4th. when the leaves are at the point of attaining their 
maturity, horn- worms neſtle in them, attack them, and completely 
deſtroy the plant, unleſs they can be torn off; 5th. when the tobacco 
is cut and ſpread on the ground te dry, the wet impairs its quality. 
The ſeed for the next year is obtained from forty to fifty ſtalks per 
acre, which the cultivator lets run up as wigh as they will grow, with 
out bruifing their heads. 265% Ha ini 918 Lene 

Mr. Wood cultivates no tobacco on the farm where he keeps! his 
inn, but on another, ſeven miles farther diſtant, and the only ſort he 
attends to is one-and-all. Near his inn he cultivates wheat and Indian 
corn, like all the other farmers of the diſtrict; but he dungs his. fields 
now and then, and thus prolongs the term of their fertility. He fre- 
quently obtains thirty buſhels of wheat per acre, A all his produce 


in wheat as well as tobacco is ſold at Milford. u. 
The price of land is in this diſtriet the ſame as in the * of 
Mr. Jefferſon. 


Mr. Wood's inn is fo good and Ady -b his Ale hs: hol 
family, are ſo kindly officious and obliging, that l cannot forbear men- 
tioning thoſe circumſtances with pleafure. | Mr. Wood is a lively, 
agrecable, old man; thirty-five years ago he ſettled in this part of 
Virginia, where he arrived from Ireland, and has amaſled a 8 2 


fortune. 


NORTH-GARDEN-MOUNTAINS. 


A few miles beyond Mr. Wood's inn, you paſs by the North- 
garden-Mountains. This is a ſmall circle of mountains, almoſt entirely 


clofed, which contains about ten thouſand acres of the very beſt land. 
The 
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The richneſs of the ſoil, and the variety of ſituations, which fits it for 
all ſpecies of culture, have obtained for this diſtrict the name it bears. 
A planter has made there within theſe few years a ſucceſsful trial with 
the vine ; de puts into his Wine brandy and ſugar, and imagines that 
the wine is made in the ſame manner i in all countries whence it is 
exported i in large quantities. He does not as yet produce wine enough 
for ſale, but the Virgimiaus who have taſted it allow it to be excel - 

lent, and he will, of eburſe, find a ready market when he ann be able 


| to make a ſufficient quantity: t Ara e d 10 


A is g 6 % 77 1 


At e nookrnn. 


During the whole: van ul you reach the foot of the « Reckfjh, 
you continually aſcend” and”deſcend; but the ground riſes all along by 
ſenſible degrees; the plantations/ are more numerous, but the build-- 
ings conſiſt of ſmall miſerable log-houſes, although the cultivated 
fields which ſurround them are tolcrably extenſive. The nearer you 
approach the mountains the mote the tobacco-fields grow fcarce, and 
you at laſt ſee nothing but wheat and Indian corn. Among all the 
farmers I have met with, I found but one who was not diſſatisfied with 
the fall in the price of wheat, and who expreſſed himſelf on this ſub- 
ject with moderation and judgement; all the reſt perceive in the de- 
creaſe of the value of their commodities their approaching ruin, and 
lament it with the utmoſt grief. At length you reach the foot of the 
Blue- Mountains, which you aſcend by a road two miles in length, 
that has a gentle rife, and is well cut. A ſmall additional expence 
would have rendered it completely good by turning off ſeveral ſprings, 
which ſpoil it in different places. From this mountain you enjoy an 
extenſive proſpect over all the heights you have juſt traverſed ; but 
the country is covered with wood to ſuch a degree, that their tops 
only can be diſcerned. On the ſummit of Rockfiſh-Mountain you find 
a few miſerable houſes, the moſt conſiderable of which is an abomi- 
nable inn, full of bugs, fleas, and all kinds of ordure. I ſtopped there, 

for 
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for I had no choice. All the inhabitants of the place meet I as 
they generally do in the ſmall inys in America, to ſmoke their pipes, 
to drink whiſky, and relate the toils of the day: politics take up but 
little of their counverſation. Newsſpapers do not reach Rockfiſh, and 
the number of families is too ſmall to ſupply matter for the chronique 
ſeandaleuſe ;'* but ſegars and whiſky ſatisfy theſe good people, who, 
thus ſpend in a quarter of an hour, 1 in the cvening the carnings of the 
whole day. The, landlord of the inn bas alſo a diſtillery of whiſky, 
which he diſtills from Indian corn and wheat, mixed in equal propor- 
tion, and thus increaſes its ſtrength. This whiſky fetches eight ſhil- 
lings per gallon. The addition of Indian corn augments, in my opi- 
nion, the unwholeſomeneſs of this liquor; but this is immaterial for 
the inn-keeper,, whoſe only care is to diſpoſe of it at a proſitable rate. 
A ſtore, eſtabliſhed on the top of the mountain, buys the produce of the 
adjoining country, which is offered there for ſale, and retails the mer-. 
chandize drawn from Richmond by the way of Milford. The ſtore- 
keeper tranſmits alſo to Milford the commodities. of the country, if they 
are not ſent by direct conveyance to Richmond. The carriage to Milford 
coſts two thirds of a dollar per hundred weight. All the goods ſold 
at this ſtore are ſeventy-five per cent dearer than in Philadelphia. | 
The land, even on the ſummit of the mountain, is tolerably good; 
it is ſown with wheat, and produces from eight to twelve buſhels per 
acre. ,; The culture of tobacco terminates at the foot of this chain of 
mountains; on the other ſide not a leaf is produced, neither the ſoil 
nor climate being fit for it. It is alſo here that ſtil] more fortunately 
the ſcourge entirely ſtops, known under the name of widlec, and that 
the grain can be preſerved as long as it ſuits the convenience of the 
owner, without being threſhed. The laſt farmer I converſed with, 
before I reached the foot of the mountain, told me. that his grain Was 


infected with that inet. re 
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JOURNEY | FROM ROCKFISH TO STAUNTON. | 


The mountain, whole ment cannot be reached from the other ſide 
till after aſcending two miles, is deſcended by a road which, at moſt, is 
only three quarters of a mile in length, though it ſlopes as gently as 
the former, a circumſtance which proves bos much the ground riſes 
from one ridge to another in this ſeries of mountains, which contains 
four ſuch ſtages. The country, as far as Staunton, is thus conſtantly 
riſing. The habitations are in this diſtrict more numerous than on 
the other ſide of the Blue- Mountains, but the houſes are miſerable; 

mean ſmall log-houſes, inhabited by families which ſwarm with child- 
| There exiſts here the ſame appearance of miſery as in the back 
Ry of Pennſylvania. * The inhabitants are moſt of them emigrants 
from the county of Lancaſter, from Maryland, and the environs of 
Reading and Carliſle. They purchaſe land in theſe back parts of 
Virginj a cheaper rate than they ſold that which they quitted. 
They clear in, additional portion of land, and ſell it again on the firſt 
opportunity, n order to remove into Kentucky, or Teneſſec. Theſe 
f ints of direction for the emigration from Virginia; 
where moſt of the families from Pennſylvania and Maryland ſettle only 
for a certain time. Some of the ancient inhabitants of Virginia emi- 
grate alſo to the weſtern parts, and it is a N fact, that the ſtate 
loſes yearly more than it gains by emigration.” In the edunty of 
Auguſta, which is, entered after" paſſing. the Bloe-Ridge, the price 
of land 1s higher than in the county of Albemarle. It is difficult to 
account for this fact, as the produce of the countty is tetailed at à rate 
ſomewhat cheaper, although the increaſed expence for the carriage to 
market mould, it ſeems, raiſe its price. Land coſts from ten to 
twelve dollars the acre. All ſpecies of grain, hemp, and flax, are cul- 
tivated bere, but with as little ſkill as in the preceding counties. As 
there are no rich planters in this diſtrict, the number of negroes is in- 
conſiderable ; yet all theſe petty planters, however poor and wretched 
they apparently are, have one ſlave who ſhares ir their toils and diſtreſs. 

Vor. II. N STAUNTON, 
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OTE a AND- THE PRINCIPAL MINERAL SPRINGS IN 
THE NEIGHBOURHOOD. , 


"he 8 dhe Be the South- Bier. or ſouthern 
branch of the Shenandoah, is crolſed ; and, before Staunton is reached, 
the creeks Chriſtian and Lewis are paſſed, which, at a few miles di- 
ſtance from that ſpot, empty themſelyes into the Shenandoah. 

Staunton is the capital of the county of Auguſta, From its being in 
the centre of a group of hills, it is one of the places in Virginia 
where the heat is moſt intenſe, and, above. all, moſt oppreſſive and in- 
tolerable. Some houtss conſtrued on the heights enjoy a little more 
air, but they are commanded. by other neighbouring mountains, which 
8 prevent the air from reaching them, and very ſeldom ſuffer 
it to *circulate. The land in the neighbourhood is not remarkably 
fruitful. It would be difficult to account for this ſpot having been 
choſen — the ſite of a town in preference to others, but ſor the nume- 
rous ſprings of excellent water, and a rivulet, which burſting from a 
hill near <p Ely turns. two mills, and might turn many more if 
there were money enough to eſtabhſh them, and a ſufficient quantity 
of corn to be ground. The ſmall rivulet forms the Middle- River, which 
empties itſelf into the Shenandoah. 

The moſt frequented road to the ſweet, | warm, and bot ſprings at 
Greenbriar, and from thence. to Kentucky, paſſes through Staunton, 
aud makes it a conſiderable thoroughfare. Eight inns. are eſtabliſhed 
there, three of which are large, and frequently. full. "The warm and 
bat ſprings are in the county of Auguſta, towards the ſource of James- 
River. They are eight miles diſtant from each other, and ſtrongly 
impregnated \ with ſulphur. The temperature of the warm Spring is 
ninety- two degrecs of Fahrenheit, which are equal to twenty-ſix de- 
grees and two thirds of Reaumur; that of the hot ſprings one hun- 
dred and twelve degrees « of Fahrenheit, equal to thirty-ſix degrees and 
five ninths of Reaumur. Theſe two ſprings are conſidered to be very 
efficacious in rheumatic complaings, and 3 in all caſes where it is neceſ- 


ary 
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fary to purify the blood. The fweet ſprings are in the county of Bote - 
fourt, forty miles from the others, and near another ſource of James- 
River. They are quite gold. The accommodations are not remarkably 
good i in any of theſe three places, although they are much frequented, 
Staunton' contains about eight hundred iphabitants, a fourth of 
whom are negroes. The houſes are tolerably well built. From 
fifteen to eighteen ſtores receiye the produce of the back country, 
which chiefly conſiſts in wheat, Indian corn, rye, hemp, Iiuſeed, wax, 
and honey. Pretty large quantities of bear-ſkins and beaver-xins are 
alſo carried thither, as well as ox-hides, for the ſupply of 4 tan-yard, 
which has been eſtabliſhed in the place. The goods ſold by the ſtore» 
keepers are brought directly from Baltimore, yet more frequently from 
| Philadelphia, as the ſmall capitals of the merchants of Ric do 
not allow them to give as long credit as the Staunton tradges can ob- 
tain in thoſe two large cities, where they alſo find a cheaper market, 
The trade of Staunton has dedrcaled of late years on decount of the 
eſtabliſhment of ſeveral ſmall towns in the county of Greenbriar, at 
the ſtore-keepers in thoſe places buy up ſome of the commoditzes . 
which were formerly brought to Staunton, and ſopply the fame paris 


of the country with articles of merchandize which were nega 1 5 "Oe 


. 


plied by Staunton. © 
+, Two market - days are Westi ——— in "thi town, * he, tharket | is 
badly furniſhed with proviſions. - Meat fells at ſix pence a pd 
Flour fetches about eleven dollars the barrel; it is fine and white, and 
of a taſte infinitely. ſuperior to that on the other fide of the Blue- 


Mountains. The price of a town- lot of one acre varies according. 88 


its poſition, from fimy to a hundred dollars. This country is not fee | 


from bilious fevers in autumn, yet they are leſs frequent. tha in the-, - 
low countries. Four phyſicians are * in this .fmall town, | — 


whoſe practice is very extenſive. . e | tri 7 
A newſpaper is publiſhed at Staunton twice a- week, and cher is... 


Nenves there every week from Wincheſter, Theſe Papers it  injefve, 
N 2” "are 
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are rather warm in defence of the French cauſe, yet they are written 
with moderation, and never attack directly or indirectly the govern- 
ment of the United States. As far as I am able 0 8e _— are but 
little read. 

I had a r Aeon in my eyes, which increaſed to 
ſuch a degree, that on my arrival at Staunton I was abſolutely blind. 
In order to get rid of it, I was obliged to have recourſe to bleeding, 
phyſic, and bliſters, and to remain four days in that ſmall town. This 
diſtemper, which I caught at Monticello, is very common throughout 
this country in the hotteſt part of the ſeaſon, eſpecially with thoſe who 
exo; themſelves to the ſun. 

During my ſtay at the inn where I lodged, I ſaw great numbers of 
travellers paſs by, who were either merchants or ſellers of land, going 
to Greenbriar and Carolina, or perſons on their way to the medicinal 
ſprings for relief from rheumatic pains, or other maladics, which they 
had contracted in the low countries. The political opinions they de- 
livered in the courſe. of converſation were remarkably good. The 
declaration made by the Preſident, that he will not be a candidate at 


the next election, was the common topic; and while they unanimouſly 


declared that Mr. Jefferſon ſhould be his ſucceſſor, they were at the 
ne time clearly of opinion that nothing could repair his loſs. Fa 
A preſbyterian church has been built at Staunton; it is well res 
+; every Sunday by the followers of that ſect, as well as by per- 
{ons of different religious perſuaſions. A* Baptiſt preacher delivers 
now and then a dan in this church, Which does not, however, e 
tbe leaft alteration in the compoſition: of the audience. 2 
The inhabitants of Staunton, like the g jefality of Vaan, are . 
(Hd w# guandiing and betti 4 . witneſſec there two miſerable horſe- 
races. The beſt horſe was not worth ſixty dollars, and the bets 
amounted to three or four hundred. But as money is by no means 
plentiful, they lay knives, watches, &c.'-&c? | I have ſeen, twelve 
watches depoſited in the hands of the ſame umpire. With reſpect to 
the 
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the manners of the people here, they are in general much, like thoſe 
of Richmond, nor are they e by a ſuperior deſire to e 
nm. daazrac. Ae e t e 
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au FROM STAUNTON TO WINCHESTER. | KEYSSEL-TOWN. 


at „ The —— fom. Staunton. to Wincheſter runs into two die 
den miles from the former place, but the two roads thus formed join 
again thirty miles farther on. We had been 2dviſcd, to. ſtrike into 
the old road, as being the beſt, and we preferred it accordingly ; 
I ſay we, for Mr. Guillemard had rejoined me. The road as ig 
as that fork, and even far beyond it, offers no intereſting obj 
it is good, but, to judge from the nature of the ground, it wt d 
almoſt impaſſable in inter. Rocks are very numerous; the Habita- 
tions do not ſtand at a great diſtance from the road, but 7 have a 
mean appearance. 5 
Fourteen miles from "Staunton, a woman abe keen in jun, or 
at leaſt Who aſſumed the title in an advertiſement over her door, 
was not able to furniſh us a breakfaſt in her hut, the moſt filthy 
and naſty I bave hitherto met with throughout America. Three 
miles farther on, we were at conſiderable pains to obtain one, which 
fell much ſhort of ſatisfying the calls of hunger. As we could not 
entertain the leaſt hopes of getting a dinner at Snap's (this is the | 
name of the maſtet of this ſecond inn), we. were compelled to brave 
intolerable. heat of 1he, noon- -tide ſun, and to proceed | four miles 
Farther, on, to Keyſlel-Town, a town. which, though only twenty years 
old, is already fall 8 into degay. It i is an aſſemblage of about twenty 
miſerable bouſes, four of which are whiſky-houſes. The land i 


generally good, and fetches upon an average from fifteen | to "Teven- 
teen, dollars the acre ; but uplands, ſell only for four or five. Keyſſel- 
Town ſtands cloſe. to .the Peaked-Mountains, a ridge which ſtretches, 
without the leaſt interruption, from the northern branch of the 
Shenandoah to Newton, that is, about ſixty miles 1 in a direction parallel 
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to the Blue-Mountains, which are fifteen miles diſtant. © This chain 
is, in fact, only a continuation of the ſame mountain; for the ſummit 
forms throughout its whole extent a ſtraight line, uninterrupted by 
ſlight differences in point of form. The ſtate of culture is here 
much the fame as in all the preceding diſtricts; large quantities of 
land in poſſeſſi on of the ſame owner, and put into cultivation until 
they are completely exhauſted. Hemp, which' grows very fine, is 
cultivated throughout the whole of this coutitry, but flax is merely 
attended to on account of the ſeed. The number of cattle is very 
conſiderable, but they are conſtantly kept in the woods. There are 
but very few farmers who ſtall them, even in winter, although the 
froſt j is for three months very ſevere: they then ſtrew a few handfuls 
of bad hay before the door, which theſe poor - lea animals come 
to eat; and this muſt laſt until the next day, when they return fog 
the ſame ſcanty ſupply. Dung is conſequently little valued in this 
country. Although this is the general ens, ac; theye are ſome 
exceptions for the better. 
On the journey from Staunton to Keyfſel-Town we pals the Arche 
branch of the Shenandoah, and the Middle-Creek. Two phyſicians and 
four inn-keepers conſtitute the principal population of Keyſſel-Fown. 
One of the phyſicians is alſo maſter of an inn ; the other, a German by 
birth, formerly employed in the Dutch ſervice at Batavia and the 
Cape of Good Hope in the hoſpitals, enjoys, it is ſaid, ſome reputa- 
tion in the country. We were told that people frequently come 
forty miles fo. conſult him. His name is Dr. Hall; we faw him; 
he ſeems to poſſeſs more knowledge than phyſicians generally do in 
this country; but this diſtinction is no peculiar ground of praiſe. This 
doctor, who arrived in America fourteen years ago, has ſucceffively re- 
fided in the ſtate of New-York, Jerſey, and different parts of Vir- 
ginia. In the laſt inſtance he quitted the weſtern mountains, three 
years ſince, to ſettle in Keyffel-Town; he fold for fifteen hundred dollars 
ninety acres of land, and a houfe, which two years before he had pur- 
chaſed for two hundred and * and where he had actually made ſome 
improvements. 
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improvements. I mention this fact, becauſe inſtances of a fimilar 
kind ſeldom happen in this country. They depend undoubtedly;on 
peculiar” circumſtances; for, as has already been obſerved, the in- 
creafe of the price of land in Virginia is far from keeping pace with 
che rapid progreffion it experiences in the northern States, and which 
ſeems to commence in South-Carolina. Meat is ſold for three pence 
a pound, and freſh pork for from four to five; Some inhabitants of 
theſe parts buy up ſalt pork in Greenbriar-County, and retail it here. 
They purchaſe it for five pence, and ſell it for nine. We faw at Mr. 
Shap's a waggon loaded with thirty hundred weight of this article, 
which was to be fold in the envitons of Frederickſburg. The foil 
confiſts in general of calcareous earth, and the uppermoſt layer is 
clay, which is frequently ſo red, that you would ſuppoſe it to be of 
a ferruginous nature. The habitations are pretty numerous, but mean 
and poor. Some mills on the creek do not look quite ſo wretched ; 
but there is not ene good houſe, not one good ſtable, and not one 
good barn, even on the eſtates of the moſt conſiderable farmers. 


FREY. 1 
The houſe of one Pickering, twelve miles from Keyſſel- Town, had 
been pointed out to us as a comfortable manſion. We did not find 
Pickering there, but Frey, a German, to whom the former ſold it lat 
year, and who had eſtabliſhed himſelf here ſome weeks before our 
arrival. The houſe was in ſo wretched a ftate as to be ſeen through 
on all ſides; there was nothing to eat either for man or horſe, nor was 
there any drink to be got but whiſky. We were, however, obliged to 
content -ourſelves with this hut; for it was night, and we ſhould have 
been obliged to travel four miles more in ſearch of another inn, 
which perhaps might not have been better. We accordingly ac- 
eommodated ourſelves to circumſtances, and were informed that this 
Frey, the fon of a German, came laſt year from Reading, and paid 
three hundred and twenty dollars for his houſe,” two diſtilleries, which 


belong 
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belong to it, and ſixty- two acres of good: land. Th tract of country 
is peopled by one and the ſame ſort of emigrants, who. come from 
Lancaſter and Reading, good ſubjects, honeſt people, middhng culti- 
vators; but awkward, rude, uninformed, and dirty. | Theſe qualities and 
inconveniences characterize all the ſettlers 3 in America who are Ger- 
mans, or ſons of Germans. 

The air here is ſo intenſely hot, and en ran of thy wh beat with 
ſuch violence, at this ſeaſon of the year, that to render travelling 
during the day at all tolerable, it is neceſſary to depart even before day- 
break; and to reſt from ſeven or eight in the morning till five in the 
evening; when the traveller muſt ſet forward again, to make a mode- 
rate day's journey before the arrival of night. With theſe hours one 
can ſeldom proceed more than five and twenty miles a day; for it is 
neceſſary, both to the rider and his horſe, to travel at an eaſy pace. 
The ſun begins to ſcorch as ſoon as it riſes; at five in the morning the 
heat is already inconvenient; in the evening it is exceſſive till ſun-ſet; 
and even long after the ſun is down, the ground and all the ſurround- 
ing objects are impregnated with heat, and continue to reflect it upon 
the traveller. But after all, though the air is ſultry through the whole 
day, I have always ſuffered leſs from it than from the burning rays of 
the ſun, which to me were terrible. And very often, in deſpight of 
the management I have talked of, the traveller loſes the advantage of 
part of his precautions, from the want of inns at convenient diſtances; 
being compelled, whatever he may endure, to proceed further into the 
morning than eight o'clock, and to begin his journey again earlier than 
five. in the evening. This happened to us yeſterday, which, was 
the 5th of July. We could find no place to reſt at, till noon; and 
were obliged to ſet out again at four, to reach our aniſerable inn by 
the time night began to fall. Travelling in this manner defeats the 
intention of one who travels from curioſity; for, beſide his being in 
danger of falling ſick, he arrives at the end of his day's journey ſo fa- 
tigued as to be incapable of exertion, and uufit for enquiry. He can 
ſcarcely go twenty; paces from his inn, to ſee an object worthy of 
being viſited; and has barely ſtrength to ſupport a languid exiſtence. 

Newmarket 


9. 
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"ſs 

+ Newmarket was the firſt place where we ſtopped ; it is eight 
miles diſtant from our wretched night-quarters, from which we were 
not able to ſet out as ſoon as we could have wiſhed. The aſpect of 
the country does nat offer the leaſt variety of views. On ſome farms 

we now and then ſee barus, better ſtocked then they generally are 
in this part of the country ; but the dwellings are all ſmall log- 
houſes, and the culture is bad. Between Frey's inn and Newmarket 
the two branches of the road join again into. one. Newmarket is a 
more conſiderable place than Keyſſel- Town; the buildings are much 
of the ſame conſtruction, but in a better condition, It is alſo ſituated 
in a more extenſive plain than we have ſeen in our travels between the 
mountains. As to the price of commodities, the manners of the in» 
habitants, and the culture of the ſoil, the difference is ſo yery trifling, 
as not to deſerve any notice. 


THE VALLEY AND RIVER SHENANDOAH, PEATON. 


After an up and down hill journey of five miles farther on a road 
filled with looſe ſtones, we entered the valley of Shenandoah, where 
meadows become more frequent. The heat of the day did not allow 
us to proceed farther than Peaton's houſe, where, contrary to what 
we had been led to expect, we found the beſt accommodation we 
have met with fince we left Staunton. Peaton kept formerly an 
inn, but having bought, a twelvemonth ſince, a pretty confide- 
rable eſtate at the foot of the Blue Mountains, this new acqui- 
ſition engroſſes almoſt his whole time and attention. His wife and 
children continue, however, in his ancient habitation, where he has 
taken down the fign, but continues to receive travellers who chooſe 
to ſtop at his houſe. The difference between theſe houſes, which are 
pretty numerous in Virginia, and inns, or ordinartes as they are called 
in this State, is, that in the latter all perſons are admitted without 
diſtinction, but in the former none are received but travellers, They 
Vol II, 0 are 
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* 
are thus exempted from noiſe, drunken quarrels, bad payment, and the 
charges fora licence. For ſuch houſes, therefore, if they are well known, 


it is a clear profit to take down the fign. But the inn-keepers look 


upon them with a jealous eye, and do not point them out to travel- 
lers; and but for the heat of the ſun, which forced us to ſeek ſhel- 
ter wherever we hoped we might be able to obtain it, we ſhould: not 
have ſtopped at Peaton's. We were very well treated there, and if 
we had not been fortunate enough to have ſtopped, we ſhould have 
been obliged to go ten miles farther to find even a bad inn. Beſides, 
it was high time for us to ſtop ; for I felt already the ſymptoms, of a 
fever, which prevented me from proceeding any farther in the evening 
Alr. | ; . | ' 
heat is cultivated in this part of the country, as in all the pre- 
ceding diſtricts. The harveſt has but juſt begun, although the wheat is 
over-ripe. It is much infected with the rot, and mowed with the 
fickle as in Europe. On the other fide of the Blue Mountains, pre- 
judices, ignorance, and the habits of the negroes, oppoſe the intro- 
duction of the fickle, although ſome farmers, who are aware that the 
uſual mode of mowing with the ſcythe cauſes a conſiderable loſs of 
grain, with to introduce it. But moſt of them are incapable of ob- 
ſervation or reflection. Mowing with the ſcythe being the uſual way, 
they think, in common with the negroes, that it is the beſt. But 
here, where the white people work themſelves with the negroes, and 
where a great number of huſbandmen arrive from countries where the 
fickle is made uſe of, they find no difficulty in mowing with the fickle. 
The price of land is here much the ſame as in Keyſſel-Town ; it is con- 
ſequently twice as dear as land of the ſame quality on the other fide of 
the Blue Mountains. £4434 
We meet frequently in the road heavy waggons, covered with 
ſtrong linen, and ſometimes alſo with bear-ſkins, drawn by four or 
fix horſes. It is in ſuch waggons that the produce of the country 6f 


Teneſſee, Kentucky, and the back parts of Virginia, as well as {kins 
| and 


BY THE DUKE DE LA ROCHEFOUCAULT 'E1ANCOURT. 99 


and hides, are conveyed to the ports of Alexandria, but more frequently. 
to thoſe of Baltimore and Philadelphia, and they bring back n 
| the he pedocs of 'Wurops and the colonies. | 


JOURNEY TO STRASBURGH: 


A quarter of a mile from Peaton' 5-houſe we croſs the, river She- 
nandoab, which is rather narrow, but very clear there, and flows in 
a deep bed, often obſtructed by rocks. The banks of it are, in ſome 
inſtances, covered with fine natural graſs, The country we traverſe, 
as far as Woodſtock, has but few hills, is tolerably inhabited, and is 
more open than before; but the houſes gain nothing either in point 
of convenience or outward appearance. Woodſtock is the capital of 
the county of Shenandoah. This town chiefly conſiſts of log-houſes, 
and contains from ſeventy to eighty houſes, a court-houſe, and a bad 
priſon, like all the towns of the county. It was formerly, named 
Millers-Town, after the name of the proprietor of the ground on which 
it was built; but the legiſlature of Virginia, which ſeveral years ago 
had changed this ſyſtem of nomenclature, has given it the, preſent 
name. Some ſaddlers, carpenters, ſmitlis, hatters, and even watch- 
makers, have eſtabliſhed themſelves in this ſmall town, which is in- 
habited by Germans, as, in fact, are all the other places in this part of 
Virginia. Negroes are not numerous, and only to be found in large fa- 
milies ; there are no more than five hundred of them in this county, 
and the whole population amounts nearly to 12, 000 inhabitants. 

Between Woodſtock and Straſburgb, formerly. Stovers-Town, the 
ground is extremely ſtony, and the habitations are very few. A mile on 
this ſide of Straſburgh the ſpecies of wood ſhews that the ſoil is better; 
the whole ſcene is changed, the country opens, the chain of Peaked 

ountains terminates, and we deſcend into what may be called the 
valley of Shenandoah; for it is on this point where it really be- 
gins, at leaſt for the traveller. Meadows well furniſhed with timothy- 
gente aud clover are interſperſed with fields of wheat and Indian 
02 corn, 
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corn, and with orchards, which abound with apple-trees in this di- 
ſtrict. Land coſts here from eighteen to twenty-eight dollars the acre, | 
and there is but little to be ſold in this town, which is entifEly in- 
habited either by Germans, or children of Germans. The fields are 
manured, and produce from fifteen to twenty-five buſhels of wheat per 
acre. They plough with horſes, none of which can be bought under 
one hundred and twenty dollars, although the recent fall in the price 
of flour has alſo leſſened their . as well as that of all cammo- 
dities. 

The farmers find no difficulty in procuring white labourers, whom 
they pay at the rate of ten dollars per month, or half a dollar per day, 
and four fhillings during the harveſt. The cows are very fine, they 
are bred in the country, and ſold for twenty dollars. Couſiderable 
numbers of cattle are reared, and more particularly fatteued in the 
paſtures, and then, as well as the ſheep and pigs, which are alſo 
very numerous, ſent to the markets of Baltimore and Philadelphia. 
The wool, not uſed in families for manufacturing neceſſary clothing, 
ſerves to ſupport ſome hat- manufactories, which have been eſtabliſhed 
in the.country. Some merchants of the town purchaſe of ſmall far- 
mers the whole produce of their land, but the rich landholders ſend 
it themſelves to Philadelphia Flour fetches, at this moment, but ſeven 
dollars per barrel at Straſburgh, and meat three pence a pound. Straſ- 
burgh contains two churches; an Anglican, which is called the high 
church in this country, and a Preſbyterian-meeting. 

Before we reached the town, we found in the woods ſeveral 3 
near the road; among others, a black ſerpent, thin, long, and which 
glides with great ſwiftneſs, and the ſnake known by the name of the 
glaſs-ſnake, from its being as tranſparent and brittle as glaſs. They 
were about two or three feet long, and neither of them VENOMOUS. | 


NEW- 


, 
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— country — and open as far as Neu- Town, but 
is leſs inhabited than I expected from what I had read and heard: 
One or two handſome houſes af planters are ſeen from the road; they 
are more numerous, it is ſaid, on the banks of the river Shenandoah, 
from Which we conftantly removed to a greater diſtance, after we 
bad paſſed Peaton's houſe, fifteen miles diſtant from New-Town. The 
land is good, and its culture and produce are much the fame as in 
the vicinity of Straſburgh. New-Town, formerly named Stevenſburg, + 
is a ſmall town, ſomewhat leſs conſiderable than Straſburgh. It con- 
tains five hundred inhabitants; and is peopled, like the whole country. 
by German families. White labourers are procured there as eaſily as 
at Straſburgh, and receive nearly the ſame wages; yet during the laſt 
harveſt they refuſed to work for leſs than a buſhel of wheat per day, 
which the farmers were obliged to give, leſt they ſhould lofe their 
harveſt. The market-price at Alexandria, whither all the flour of 
the country is carried, fixes that of New- Town, with the difference of 
two dollars and a half, which are dedu for freight. Laſt year a 
barrel of flour brought as much as twe Hars and a half at New- 
Town; but at this time it coſts no more than fix dollars. Great plant- 
ers only have at New-Town, as in every other part of the valley, a con- 
fiderable number of negroes; 1 farmers keep . one or two, ny 
work along with them. 

There 1s no church at New-Town ; we ſeldom meet with any in 
Virginia where divine ſervice is performed; from time to time we 


ſee indeed old buildings called meeting- places, but no ſermons are de- 


livered there, no prayers You; and they do not of courſe deferve the 
name of church. | 
At New-Town we took leave of Mr. Dandridge, who ſlept at Pea- 
ton's the ſame night we did, and in whoſe company we travelled the 
laſt two days. Mr. Dandridge was ſecretary to the Preſident, and 
| | left 
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left him two or three months ago. The,circumſtance that the Pre- 
ſident had appointed another ſecretary” 52 room was recorded in 
the en de ſcandaleuſe of Philadelphia, With a variety of comments 
and ſpeculations on the motives of this ſeparation; in ſhorty this do- 
meſtic ranſaRion in the houſe of the Preſident was canvaſſed with all 9 
he curioſity; ignorance, and loquacity, of a large ſociety of idlers; 
and the newſpapers re-echoed this empty noiſe of; ſuppoſition and 
conjecture, which are apparently without any ground. However this 
may be, Mr. Dandridge was returning from the county of Greenbriar, 
where he had inſpected ſome eſtates belonging to the Preſident, aud 
Was now going to rejoin him at Mont-Vernon. We found in him 
a very pleaſant companion, and he ſeemed as much boncerned at his 
parting from us as we were to leave him. He is a man of a wey re- 
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WINCHESTER: 
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Wincheſter, which lies but eight miles from New- Town. It is the 
capital of Frederick-Cougty, contains upwards of two thouſand i in- 
habitants, and is built tolWMbly well, in the midſt of rocks, which 
circumſtance, - however, does not prevent many of the inhabitants 
from building houſes pod. It is very difficult to conceive the 
motives that led to the conſtruction of a town on this. ſpot, where 
only as much water is found as is required for the uſe off the 
houſes, and which is upwards of twenty miles diſtant from all na- 
vigation; it would have been far more advantageouſly ſituated on 
tze banks of the Shenandoah. The rivulet which ſupplies the fa- 
milies of Wincheſter with water in abundance, is the ſource of 
Opeckan-Creek, that empties itſelf in a north-eaſt direction into the 
Potowmak. Wincheſter carries on a conſiderable trade for its inland 
poſition, in the midſt of a country which is, as yet, ſo thinly inhabited. 
It ſends to Alexandria the whole produce of the upper country, and 
F191 draws 
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draws:from Baltigiore, but eſpecially from Philadelphia, all ſorts of 
dry goods: the traffic, both; in es and ſelling, is M on with 
ready money. ns „ a. 

ä ee edis een hein 40 bia ares * 5h 
aria, in regard to the purchaſe of dry goods, reſts on the ſameFfounds 
as it does in other places of this upper part of Virginia. From te 
greater wealth poſſeſſed by the merchants of that 4 they are able 
to give longer credit; they receive the goods from the firſt hands, and 
conſequently can ſell them cheaper; their warchouſes being plentifully 
ſtocked with merchandize, the buyers can alſo ſuit themſelves better 
circumſtances, none of which take place at Alexandria, and which 
being leſs combined at Baltimore thag at Philadelphia, cauſed the 
latter to be reſorted to in preference to the former, notwithſtanding 
its greater diſtance : it is by land that all theſe productions and com: 
modities are conveyed to Alexandria, and arrive from Philadelphia. 
The carriage from Philadelphia to Wincheſter coſts from four to five 
dollars per hundred weight; and from Wincheſter to Alexandria, two 
dollars and a half, as it does from New-Town. Heavy merchandize, 
ſuch as grocery, is at times ſent by ſea from Philadelphia to Alex- 
andria, whence it is conveyed to Wincheſter in waggons, which, if 
not obliged to go back empty from wa of a load, are paid at the 
rate of one dollar and a half per hundred weight. The produce ſent 
from Wincheſter conſiſts chiefly of flours: {Phe environs of this place, 
as well as the back country, whence it draws the neceſſary ſupplies 
of proviſions, abound in wheat; mills are very numerous in that di- 
ſtrict; hemp, ſome linſeed, bats and hardware, great quanties of which 
are manufactured in Frederick-County, | are, alſo productions of this 
country. Upwards of thirty well-ſtocked ſtores, or ſhops, have been 
opened at Wincheſter ; the value of European goods which it yearly 
draws from Philadelphia, or Baltimore, is eſtimated at two hundred 
thouſand pounds, or fix hundred ſixty- ſix thouſand fix hundred and 
fixty-fix dollars; they ſell at Wincheſter thirty per cent dearer than in 
the former places, 
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The profeſſion of a lawyer is as lucrative in Wincheſter as in all 
the other parts of Virginia, More than twenty of them find conſtant 


practice, and are in thriving circumſtances, Mechanics are found in 


abundance ;/ even a coach-maker, and feveral watch-makers, have 
ſettle there. Five churches have been built at Wincheſter; a Ro- 
man Catholic, an Anglican, a Preſbyterian, a German Lutheran 


church, and a Methodiſt megting-houſe, but without any miniſters 


being peculiarly attached to them. The Engliſh minifter reſides on 
the other fide of the Blue Ridge, and only comes from time to time. 
The Roman Catholic curate, who lives in Maryland, viſits this place 


alſo when he chooſes ; and to do the reſt. The methodiſt meeting- 


Houſe excepted, divine ſervice is thus performed here by itinerant 
prieſts, who are not in the habit of travelling much in Virginia for 
the purpoſe of propagating religious truths. But, on the other hand, 
it is certain that the number of gaming-tables has of late much in- 
creaſed in this town, and they are all of them aſſiduouſly frequented. 
This is a ſort of worſhip, in the obſervance of which n few — 
nians incur the charge of infidelitʒ. - 

Beſides an indifferent priſon, and a very Aude e 
Wincheſter contains a ſine building deſtined for the poor. The 
expence of this houſe, Which is kept but very careleſsly, is raiſed by 
a poll-tax on white people and negroes. The poor, however, do not 
derive all the advantage it might afford if the public money were 
huſbanded with more economy. I have not been able to procure much 
minute information relative to the management of this houſe, but 
T have ſeen enough of it, to induce me not to wiſh for further par- 


ticulars. Beſides my opinion on this ſpecies of eſtabliſhments is fixed. 


They afford in a bad and imperfect manner the aſſiſtance which the 
poor have a right to claim from ſociety. The care of old and infirm 
people, Gipported by the public, would be far more uſefully entraſted 
to private families for a reaſonable compenſation ; and thus public 
charity would be confined to the fole claſs of the poor who really de. 
ſerve it. Alms-houſes for the indigent are ſources of poverty; for they 
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muſt be inhabited, and even filled. The idler conſiders them as un- 
failing reſources, and is thus encouraged in his idleneſs; while a 
wicked ſon fees in them a certain retreat for his father aud mother, 
which hardens him in his 5 guilty diſpoſition not to aſſiſt them in diſtreſs, 
A y 

If in old hs which 'are extremely populous and gangrened 
with miſery and vice, the -eftabliſhment of hoſpitals for the poor 
ſhould be deemed uſeful, their number ought at leaſt to be confined 
within the bounds of indiſpenſable neceſſity. Now this neceſſity exiſts 
not, nor can it exiſt, in an infant country like America, which abounds 
in the means of ſubſiſtence, placed within the reach of every body; 
where every family may eafily ſupport ſuch of its members' as are 
reduced to penury by old age or infirmities ; where the number of 
thoſe who have no relations to retreat to in ſuch a ſituation, if there 
ould exiſt any, is at leaſt very ſmall; and where private charity is 
excited by the very ſcarcity of thoſe who need alms. 

It is a painful duty to acknowledge that poor-houſes are far more 
frequently the reſults of the vanity of cities, and of the indolence of 
thoſe who ought to attend to the relief of the poor, than the effects of 
true humanity. The importance of enacting wiſe laws with reſpect to 
mendicants is not yet ſufficiently felt: the talk is, indeed, difficult; 
but they are intimately connected with the proſperity of a great nation, 
ang with the happineſs of all its members. 

Tuo of three pitiful ſchools form all the reſources of the inhabitants 
of Wincheſter for the education of their children. 

The town contains ten or twelve inns, large and ſmall, which are 
often full. It lies in the way of all travellers who proceed to the back 
parts of Virginia, to Teneſſee, or to the mineral ſprings in the coun- 
ties of Auguſta and Berkley, Many families which are emigrating 
into the new countries alſo paſs through Wincheſter. In the courſe 
of laſt year upwards of four thouſand perſons paſſed nog the _ 
who were going to ſettle in Teneſſee or Kentucky. | 
A well- ſtocked market is held there twice a week, The price of 
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meat is five pence a pound; a pair of fowls coſts from two to three 


ſhillings, and butter eleven pence a pound, Every inhabitant has a 


garden, which produces the neceſſary vegetables for his conſumption. 
Board and lodging coſt five dollars a week. Negroes are very numerous 
in Wincheſter ; but white labourers are not eaſily procured, and re- 
ceive higher wages than in moſt places ofthe neighbouring counties. 

The population of the county amounts to above twenty-one thou- 
ſand fouls, four thouſand five hundred of whom are negro ſlaves. 


BERKLEY-COUNTY. cHARLESTOWN. 


Although dwelling-houſes and plantations are tolerably numerous 
between Wincheſter and Charleftown, yet the country is {till covered 
with wood to ſuch. a degree, that the eye does not enjoy any of the 
pleaſant views which this fine tract of land, bounded on the right 
and left by the beautiful chains of the Blue and North Mountains, 
would offer, if it were well cleared. A few miles from the town the 
road takes a north=cafſt direction towards the Potowmack. Along the 
firſt part of this road only ſmall and wretched. habitations are to be 
ſeen ; and it is not until we enter the county of Berkley, eleven 
miles from Wincheſter, that the plantations become more conſiderable, 
the fields more extenſive, and better cultivated, and that the whole 
landſcape aſſumes an appearance of wealth. The dwelling-houſes are, 
in general, better built, and ſome which belong to rich planters have 
a handſome appearance: but woods predominate ſtill too much, and 
more ground lies uncleared than would ſuffice to ſupport a population 
thirty times more numerous than it is at preſent. 

Charleſtown is a ſmall place, built within theſe ten or twelve 
years, conſiſting of about forty houſes. The inhabitauts of this place | 
and its environs are moſtly emigrants from the lower parts of Virginia. 
A few of them came from Pennſylvania, and theſe are all Germans. 
This diſtri& is inhabited by more opulent planters than any other of 
the valley we have hitherto traverſed. The number. of negroes. is con- 

quently 
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ſequently conſiderable; and white labourers are ſcarce in proportion: 
it is with great difficulty that any of the latter can be procured during 
the harveſt at the rate of two dollars per day. 'The difficulty of finding 
labourers at that important period obliges the farmer to have his wheat 
cut with the ſcythe, although he is fully aware of the inconvemence 
which attends this operation, and which is more conſiderable here than 
elſewhere, for the thickneſs of the crops obſtructs the action of the 
ſeythe, and a greater quantity of corn is accordingly ſhaken out by the 
wi 1m force required in mowing it down, 

Landed property for ſome miles round Charleſtown is ances WOE 
"hi than in any other part of Virginia, Very few of the planters 
pofſeſs more than two thouſand acres of land, and few even ſo. much. 
The culture is better, the fields are better ploughed, better huſbanded, 
and are even a little dunged. An acre produces from twenty to 
twenty-five buſhels of wheat ; oats are cultivated in abundance; num- 
bers of cattle are kept in the meadows. The whole produce is diſpoſed 
of i in the ſame manner as that of the environs of Wincheſter, Straſ- 
burgh, &c. &c. But it is from Wincheſter that the ſtores or ſhops of 
Charleſtown receive their ſupplies : none of the ſhop-keepers is ſuf- 
ciently rich to draw merchandize directly from the ſea - ports. 

Two tolerably good ſchools, one for Engliſh, and another for Latin, 
are eſtabliſhed at Charleſtown, to which children are frequently 
ſent from Wincheſter. The price of inſtruction for each pupil at 
theſe ſchools amounts to five dollars for Engliſh, and ſeventeen for 
Latin. The corporation is building a houſe in which theſe two 
ſchools are to be united, and is deſirous that a native of France would 
fix himſelf here as teacher of the French language. 

A Preſbyterian and a Methodiſt church have alſo been. erected in 
this ſmall town, and the Epiſcopalians have built another two miles 
farther. Theſe three churches have miniſters, ſupported by volun« 
tary contributions; but their allowance is not ſufficient to relieve 
them from the neceſſity of being alſo paid by other congregations, 
fo that divine ſervice is performed at Charleſtown every fortnight 
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in and it is ſaid that even on eee days the churches are e but little 
frequented. 

No market 33838 as ot | eſtabliſhed in. 2. Charleſtown, merry 
one ſupplies himſelf with proviſions as well as he can. Meat coſts ſix 
pence a pound, butter nine pence, and fowls two ſhillings a pair. 

This town is increaſing every year, and many new houſes are build» 
ing. The inhabitants aſſured us, as in fact they did every- where, that 
the air is extremely ſalubrious; and, to judge from the afpect of the 
country, nothing ſeems here to contradict the aſſertion. 

The culture of wheat extends five or fix miles beyond Charleſtown. 
The fields are all of a vaſt extent, and the crops of Indian, cory. are 
remarkably fine. The meadows. are alſo very rich, but, exe are few 
in number. oF 3 53 5 


PASSAGE oF THE POTOWMACK THROUGH. THE: BLUB-MOUN- 
= + TAINS. HARPER'S FERRY... |. 

T0 or three miles from bre d you. find a : ledge of mall 
heights, which always precede and follow the high chains of moun» 
tains ; they are ſtony, _ but little cleared of wood, and the roads are 
dreadful, | 

At laſt we reach the hd point, ſo * * by 1 
lers, and the celebrity of which has been greatly increaſed by Mr. Tef- 
ferſon's Notes the point where the Potowmack, on receiving the She- 
nandoah, ſeems to have broken through the Blue Ridge, to open for 
its waters a paſlage acroſs this grand. obſtacle, by which nature in- 
tended to obſtruct its courſe, The view is el and, majeſtic. 
The Shenandoah ſweeps in a ſouth-eaſt direction along the Blue, 
Mountains, and ſeems deſtined thus to prolong. its raped courſe 
all along this ridge, when the Potowmack, which flows ſmooth 
and: ſtill from weſt to eaſt, encounters. it at a right angle, and 107 
creaſing the impetus. and rapidity of the Shenandoah, arreſts the 
natural direction of the latter, and carties it along acroſs theſe bigh 


mountains, 
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mountains, Which ſeem to open for the ſole purpoſe of. lettiugothem 
paſs: The ſceno is grauch ; it deferves tb be vic wed, and is Worth of 
the admiration of travellets w ho delight in ide wagenteen tf aßerations 
of nature. But, however I was pleaſed with the hight, it did not ex- 
cite in me thoſe emotions of enthuſia m hic Texpe&ted; which I have 
ſeveral times experienced i in the'coorſe'of my Wife! ank which laſt yeat 
affected te ſ6'ftrotgly at the News of the falls of Niagara. The 
fight impreſſion made upon my mind by the ſudden ene bunter · of. ix 
Polowinigckc and Shenatidoah, and by their paſſage through the Blae- 
Ridges, is it to be aſtvided-to the idea 1 had preconceived, and to 
the hizh expectations raiſed in my mind by the accounts I had 
heard: and read on this ſubje&?' But I artived laſt year with fimi- 
dat} nay ſtronger, 'precoficeptions at the ſtupendous cataract of Nia- 
gara, and my aſtoniſhment and admiration were not diminiſhed; on 
the-contrary, they grew ſtrdnger and ſtronger every moment, while I 
was contemplating this wonder of nature, which engaged, as it were, 
every power of my foul ; and the emotions it excited are ſtill preſent 
to my mind. Is the want of enthufiaſtic feeling, perhaps, owing to 
my acthal diſpoſition, which renders me leſs ſuſceptible of the charms 
of enehantment? This may be ; my ſoul has fince laſt year undoubt- 
edly ſuſtained ſome loſs in this reſpect; yet I am not become abfolutely 
cold and inſenfible'to'the beauties of nature; and 1 indulge 1 m a belief, 
that J ſhall not ſtand unſupported in my opinion on this grand and 
beautiful ſcene, which T have viewed with admiration and delight, but 
ew n 627 oty to me inferior to the deſcriptions given of it. 

I muſt here obſerve, by way of a remark on the Climate of America; 
r a very lot day was ſucceeded, at Harper” Ferry, by an evening ſo 
exceſſively colckh that I was obliged to put on my great coat to be able 
for ſote time to remain iti the open air, and that j was ſoon bl: ged to 
ſtep into the houſe and ſhut ſome of the windows. This temperature 
of the air is not, how Vert, common in this place; and the inhabitants 
were as ſtratigely and diſagteeubly affected by it as my ſelf. - 

The beautifa\- valley sg Shenatidoaly, which has alto been more ex- 
tolled, in my opinion, than it deſerves, termiuates at this point. It is a 
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ſine country, inhabited by an induſtrious and active people; a coun- 
try, formed by nature to be rich, and which we do not expect to find 
between theſe two chains of mountains, at leaſt uot in Virginia, after 
having travelled through other parts of that State, where ſo much 
activity and induſtry are conſidered as things utterly impoſſible ; yet 
it is but thinly inhabited in proportion to its extent, and to the length 
of time ſince it firſt began to be ſettled. Scarcely any part of it is 
cultivated with careful attention and {kill ; the price of land is very 
low, improvements proceed but flowly ; and if we call to recollection 
the plains on the Mohawk-River in the north of the State of New- 
Vork, we muſt allow, that the valley of Shenandoah deſerves the 
praiſe of being the ſineſt part of Virginia, but not of all America, as is 
frequently aſſerted in written and verbal accounts of this valley. It is 
from a ſort of ſpirit of juſtice that I thus expreſs myſelf, on this part 
of the country, in a manner different from that of many others, whoſe 
opinion may, undoubtedly, have more, weight than mine; but I have, 
nevertheleſs, paſſed through this valley with ſatisfaction and pleaſure ; 
and I wiſh, for the happineſs of the Virginians, that many other parts 
of their State reſembles this. Thel want of population would ſoon 
be ſupplied, and none of the e inhabitants would emigrate into 
other States. 

In the valley of l are many heme i ireice, which 
is rarely the caſe in any other part of Virginia. The richeſt counties 
in this plain are thoſe of Shenandoah, Frederick, and Berkley, eſpe- 
cially the latter. Pigs are bred here in great numbers ; they run now 
and then into the woods, as they do in other parts of Virginia, but 
they return home almoſt every day, and are fed there. A conſiderable 


trade in falt pork is carried on in this valley. The population of 


Berkley-County amounts nearly to twenty-three thouſand inhabitants, 


| three thouſand, of whom. are ſlaves. In this county, near the Potow-" 


mack, is ſituated the moſt frequented medicinal ſpring in the United 
States. Although it poſſeſſes leſs powerful qualities than the fprings in 
the county of Auguſta, and is leſs hot; yet the beauty of the country, 
and its vicinity to the maritime provinces, which are the moſt popu- 

lous, 
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lous, the neighbourhood of ſotme fraall towns, toleribly idhabifed; 
and the great variety of accommodations which the village that ſurrounds 
the ſpring offers to the gueſts, ene bac egy of r to pe 
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Ou croſſing the Pope dr we enter the ſtate of Maryland. Bot 
before I bid a laſt farewel to Virginia, I cannot forbear making ſome 
general obſervatious on this State, Which is ſo highly intereſting on ac- 
count of its vaſt extent, the great number of repreſentatives it ſends 
to Congreſs, the influence which it is ſuppoſed to have over the Union 
in general, and over the ſouthern States in particular ; and, laſtly, on 
account of the difference of opinion entertained by its partiſans and 
foes. | | FL ** n 
Nature has done much for Virginia, perhaps more than for any 
other ſtate of the Union. The foil is, in general, good, and extremely 
varied; the climate, no doubt, is rather hot in ſummer; the heat, 
however, is but little troubleſome, for the inhabitants are eaſily accu- - 
ſtomed to it ; on approaching or paſſing the mountains it becomes more 
moderate, and tolerable even in the midſt of ſummer: vegetation is 
wonderfully powerful in Virginia, and the climate favours the cultute 
of almoſt all known productions. Virginia, it is true, has no port on 
the Atlantic; but ſhe poſſeſſes a multiplicity of harbours on her nu- 
merous and beautiful rivers, the navigation of which admits of failing 
up very high to receive the produce of remote diftrifts ; and, as has 
been already obſerved, the fituation of North-Carolina 1s ſuch, that 
the overplus of the produce in grain of that extenfive State muſt in a 
great meaſure paſs through the hands of the | merchants of Virginia: 
The want of ſea· ports, Which is not attended with any inconvenience 
ſor Virginia, is, on the other hand, productive of the great advantage 
of being ſecure in time of war from the inſults of the enemy, who, in 
order to burn: its towns or plunder the country, would de obliged either 
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to land in another State, or to venture into the Cheſapeak.. , Theſe im- 
menſe advantages are incontrovertibly poſſeſſed by Virginia, whoſe. 


lower parts, although unbealthful, vet are not more ſo than thoſe of 
Maryland, of ſome diſtricts of Pennſylvania, and of the State of, New-, 
York, and are certainly more ſalubrious than the lower parts of the 
two Carolinas and Georgia. Virginia alſo enjoys the great additional 
advantage of being almoſt entirely free from all dangerous animals. 
The rattle-ſnake is uncommon to. ſuch a degree, that a great many iu- 
babitants who live in the woods. never heard it mentioned. Let us 
now conſider, whether Virginia bas improved; theſe great advantages; 
by her conſtitution, laws, and civil relations; what is her real ſtrength, 
her ſtrength in relation to the . EL ſtates, ad what are ber, re- 
ſources. 

The conſtitution of 3 was formed the ry of any of the Puited. 
States; it is likewiſe the moſt imperfect. Repreſentation, the firſt baſis. 
of every democratical conſtitution, is unequal in this ſtate. . Each county 
ſends two repreſentatives, to the-legiſlature ; but, theſe counties vary in 
point of population ſo very much, that ſome furniſh, only one company 
of militia, while others raiſe four battalions. Thos the bd. RAN 
The oroanization « of the ſenate i is, an f point of vie w, 3 defec- 
tive. In regard to the election of ſenators the State is divided into 
twelve diſtricts, which are compoſed of an unequal number of coun- 
ties. Ten of theſe diſtricts lie between the ſea and the Blue-Ridge, 
and two only are lituated. beyond the mountains. In this latter part of 
the State the population i is not ſo great as in that which is called Old 
Virginia: but it will ſoon become equal to it, becauſe many of the in- 
habitants of the old ſettlements emigtate either into the weſtern di- 
ſtricts, or beyond the mountains; at preſent even, it is more than 
half. that of the other. There is, then, a ſtriking inequality likewiſe in 
the repreſentation of the ſenate, which. is not compoſed, like that 
of the ſenate of the Union, and of ſome other States, of elements 
different from n of the houſe of repreſentatives. The governor, 
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is a mere ſhadow of authority, he has not the power of perform- 
ing any act but by the advice of his executive council, compoſed 
of eight perſons, two only of whom go out every year, according to 
the choice of the legiſlature, Thus the poſſibility that many of the 
members will hold their ſeats in the council for life gives them con- 
ſiderable influence, and adds a total want of authority to the impoſſi- 
bility of acting in which the governor. is placed by the conſtitution. 

Thbis conſtitution is alſo objected to on the ground of its not being 
the work of a convention appointed ad hoc, but having been made by 
the legiſlature which exiſted under the Engliſh dominion, and which, 
after having ſhaken off the Britiſh yoke, modelled the conſtitution, 
without having been elected and aſſembled for that purpoſe, as in the 
other ſtates. This reproach might have had ſome foundation, although 
the circumſtances in which the legiſlature was placed at that time re- 
duce it almoſt to nothing; but at this time it is altogether unfair, be- 
cauſe the conſtitution, made by an aſſembly whether competeat or other- 
wiſe, has been adopted by the whole ſtate, and followed theſe twenty 
years paſt without the leaſt objection. Whatever, therefore, may be 
its advantages or inconveniences, its origin ſhould not be now a matter 
of reproach. Such as it is, it meets with much cenſure in the ſtate ; 
and the number of thoſe who loudly demand an alteration, although 
from different motives, is very conſiderable. The law which places 
landed property out of the reach of creditors in the recovery of debts 
would be immoral in any country, and under any government what- 
ever. In countries where ariſtocracy forms the leading principle of 
government, and it is intended to have a rich nobility and a ſuceeſ- 
ſion of opulent families, that principle is ſupported by fiduciary ſub- 
ſtitution, For family. eſtates being there conſidered as permanent 
property, it is held, that the title of their preſent occupiers is confined 
to a mere uſufruct. This law, unjuſt as it is under ariſtocratic go- 
vernments as any-where elſe, is there at leaſt a politic meaſure, in the 
ſenſe which under this fort. of government is attached to that term, 
and is moreover confined to the property of ſome families. But in a 
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country where democracy forms the baſis of government, and whoſe 
conſtitution is preceded by a declaration of the rights of man, this law, 
deſtitute even of a pretext, is expoſed in all the diſgraceful nakedneſs 
of its native immorality. The law which goes fo ſtrong againſt 
gambling is undoubtedly. very moral and good: but ſo far from being 
duly enforced, it is publicly violated every day; gaming being no-where 
more practiſed, or productive of greater diforders, than in Virginia. 
It would, therefore, be much better for the ſtate were gambling au- 
thotized by law ; for of all diſorders, that of a public contempt of the 
laws' is the moſt deſtructive to a civilized ſtate. Another great diſ- 


order in the ſtate of Virginia is the habitual want of punctuality in 


the payment of debts; for, independently of the immorality of this part 
of the public manners, this bad habit, which enriches not even thoſe 
who do not pay, deprives the public wealth of many reſources, and in- 
jures all ſorts of improvements. The reſources of chicanery afford in 
Virginia, as they do every-where elſe, a ſtrong ſupport to this diſpoſition 
of the Virginian people; ſince the definitive ſentence of payment in re- 
gard to the cleareſt and moſt incontrovertible debt may be retarded | 
full five years. 

As to trade and commerce, Virginia, although very advantageouſly 
ſituated for the moſt extenſive commercial operations, yet carries on 
but a very inconſiderable trade. The merchants are neither poſſeſſed 
of the ſame capitals, nor enjoy the ſame credit, as in the other trading 
ſtates of North America. So far are they from ſupplying with pro- 
viſions the back parts of the ſtate, that the latter draw them 10 
from Baltimore and Philadelphia. 

The total value of the exports of the different ports of Virginia 
amounted; in the year 1791 to 3,131,868 dollars; in 1792 to 3,542,823 ; 
in 1793 to 2,987,097 ; in 1794 to nen 3 to vue 


dollars. | E 


The population of Virginia ſhould ſat very Susberelse - we 
reflect that this ſtate ſends twenty-one: members to the Oongreſs of the 
Union, and that the population of each ſtate ſhould regulate the num- 

| | ; 42 + Yer 
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ber of its repreſentatives at that general council. But this population, 
which by the cenſus of 1791 amounts to ſeven hundred and forty- 
ſeven thouſand fix hundred and ten perſons, comprizes two hun- 
dred and ninety-ſeven thouſand fix hundred and twenty-ſeven ſlaves. 
The area of the ſtate contains ſeventy thouſand ſquare: miles; this 
makes per ſquare mile about ten two thirds of inhabitants, three 
ſevenths of whom are negro flaves. The population of the: whites, 
which is undoubtedly increaſed” by reproduction, gains nothing by 
migration ; for no Virginian will deny, that the ſtate is loſing every 
year more by the emigration of its inhabitants than it obtains emi- 
grants from other ſtates ; fo that this population, if well counted, 
is, perhaps, iuferior to that of any other ftate of the Union. In 
a great part of Virginia the heat of ibe climate, and the uſe of 
ſla ves, render that claſs of men idle and averſe to labour, Who in the 
other ſtates, under different circumſtances, are ſpurred on to induſtry 
and activity by mdigence and want. We find, accordingly, that a leſs 
quantity of land is cultivated here, in proportion to the extent and 
population of the country, than in other ſtates, and that but very few 
branches of induſtry have gained ground in Virginia, although the 
country is fitted for all thoſe which have been eſtabliſhed in other 
parts of the United States. There is no ſtate ſo entirely deſtitute of 
all means of public education as Virginia; and it may be fairly ſaid, 
that the only college ſhe poſſeſſes is the moſt imperfe& in point of in- 
ſtruction, and the worſt managed of any of the Union. On a caudid 
conſideration of theſe circumſtances, it is impoſſible to praiſe en 
degree of juſtice the power of the ſtate of Virginia. 

The power of a ſtate is the reſult of its real ſtrength : Viealais; as 
has already been obſerved, is undoubtedly invited by nature to become 
the moſt powerful, or one of the moſt powerful, of the Union, But in 
order to attain this end, bad laws muſt be ſuperſeded by good ones; the 
manners muſt be corrected, induſtry encouraged, and the bounties of 
nature turned to advantage. Theſe are the reſources. of Virginia, 
which futurity will call forth. As Virginia contains ſome men of | 
public (purit and extenſive information, occupied with the welfare of 
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the country and deſirous of effectuating it, and as the legiſlature itſelf 


ſeems to pay much attention to this -point, the time of improvement 
may be near; but it 1s not yet come, and my obſervations merely 


apply to the preſent ſtate of things. 


Virginia influences at this moment the political opinion of Geoxgia 
and North- Carolina; the fimilar manner in which theſe three ſtates 
vote at the congreſs, at leaſt-warrants this opinion. But Georgia is 
a feeble ſtate, - from her poſition as well as population; and, were ſhe 
even more conſiderable under theſe points of view than ſhe actually 
is, yet the ſtate of diſorder which prevails there would reduce her 
ſtrength to nothing. North-Carolina is not in the ſame ſtate of 


diſorder, but poſſeſſes no ſtrength. , Men of talents are more ſcarce 
there than in any of the other ſtates; and if ſhe ſhould obtain any, ſhe 


would probably be tired of the ſtate of dependence wherein the is kept 
by her incapacity. 

Virginia does not rely on South-Carolina,' which may coincide with 
her in point of political opinion, yet defires to have an opinion of her 
own, and ſcorns to acknowledge the ſuperiority or influence of another 


ſtate. 
She ranks among her friends the ſtate of Kentucky, which was diſ- 


r Viewinbs; and Teneſſce, whoſe intereſts perfectly 


concur with hers. She fancies alſo, ſhe may rely on a part of Penn- 
fylvania. But all theſe calculations are more than doubtful; and were 
they founded, they have no permanent grounds : they may be uſeful to 
carry a motion in Congreſs ; but they do not increaſe the real ſtrength 
of Virginia, nor the reſources of a political body acting, or aefiring to 
aQ, independently of the Union, 

The reproach frequently preferred ift Virginia, that ſhe ne 
to induce the Southern States to withdraw from the Union, is certaiuly 


unfounded. Not one of the other ſtates is, perhaps, more attached to 


the federal government, than Virginia, The Virginians are unani- 
z0us in this opinion, and even reproach the Northern States with an 


intention of operating this diviſion; * they hope, that Pennſyl- 


vania, 
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yania, or at leaſt that part which is ſituated on the leſt of the Suſque- 
hannah, would aſſiſt them in OY . in nn 9 
menen 11147 Lama 22nsbi 0 

The Virginians generally 3 a Proms? ul 'for Wag which 
they truly deſerve; they are fond of company; their 20fpitality is 
ſincere, and may, perhaps, be the reaſon of their ſpending more than 
they ſhould do; for, in general, they are not rich, eſpecially in clear 
income. You find, therefore; very frequently a table well, ſerved, and 
covered with plate, in a room where half the windows bave been 
broken for ten years paſt, and will probably remain ſo ten years 
longer. But few houſes are in a tolerable ſtate of repair, and no part 
of their buildings is better kept than the ſtables, becauſe the Virginians 
ate fond of races, hunting, in ſhort, of all pleaſures and amuſements 
which render it neceſſary to take N care of . as they are 
the faſhion of the day. 

The Virginians are good buſbands, and good Gabon, but, Fg a 
love of diſſipation, they keep leſs at home than the inhabitants of many 
other ſtates. I have heard ladies reproach them with being ſubject to 
jealouly. This may be the caſe: in every country under the- ſun 
diſſipated huſbands are jealous. The women are amiable, and enjoy 
the reputation of fulfilling their duty with the ſame exactneſs as in 
other parts of America, where the huſbands paſs more time with their 
wives. They are more ſprightly and agreeable than in the Eaftern 
States, but not io much ſo as in South-Carolina; nor are they ſo pretty - 
as in Philadeiphia. I have, however, ſeen Virginian ladies who are 
inferior to none in perſonal charms and graceful manners. 

Virginia has, fince the 1evolution, produced more men of diſtinguiſhed 
talents than, perhaps; auy other ſtate of the Union. Fond as the inha- 
bitants are of diſſipation, a taſte for reading is more prevalent among the 
gentlemen of the firſt claſs than in any other part of America; but the 
common people are, perhaps, more ignorant than elſewhere. - During 
the war of the revolution, the Virginian troops were equally diſtinguiſh- 
5 for their valour and love of liberty; and the latter ſentiment is yet 

tremblingly 
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-tremblingly alive among all elaſſes of the people. The contraſt. it 
forms itk the maintenance of lavery is truly: ſtriking; and ſpeeches 
on liberty and independence ſound rather ſtrangely from the-lips of 
maſters of ſlaves. The Virginiaus are moſt of them aware of the in- 


conveniences reſult ing from ſlavety, even with reſpect to their own 


intereſts j hut the means of aboliſhing it ate liable to number leſs dif- 
ficulties in a country where the number af flaves is ſo conſiderable as 
in Virginia. Vet, on the other hand, it muſt be allowed that there are 
means, the execution. of which, if undertaken with unanimity and 
ſpirit, would be leſs dangerous than many Virginians ſeem to appre- 
bend. T ſhall ſpeak more fully on this ſubject after my viſit to Mary- 
land. The Virginians are, in general, good maſters; the ſentiments of 
philantbropy, which have not yet gained ſufficient ground in Virginia 
to prepare the emancipation of flaves, have however had influence 
enough to cauſe them to be better treated and, fed. It is generally 
Felt in Virginia, that abſolute flavery cannot, continue long; men of 
ſenſe, at leaſt, are convinced of the truth of this, remark. Let us in- 
dulge in the hope, that this conviction will inſeuſibly lead to ſome 
generous W which will Prone: as deusfcin to the maſters as 
the flaves. 1 16 F | 
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The depth of the layer of ſand prevents any ſtone fiom being per- 
ceived in the vicinity of Norfolk, yet at a ſhort diſtance from that 
place quarries are found and worked. The ſtones employed in build- 
ing are quartz, feldſpar, and ſteatites. On the ſea- ſhore the ground 
conſiſts of a fine faud, dry and light, but is in ſeveral inſtances pierced 
by rocks of gtanite. In Di/mal Stamp the ſame fragments of trees 
are found buried and preſerved under the vegetable carth, in Amen: 
degrees of depth, as in the plains which riſe in the form of a terrace 
near the bed of the river Connecticut. Theſe fragments are ſtill 


more en chere: when dug out of the ground they are alſo. in a 
ir! ſoft 
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ſoft fate, but grow hard 'when'expoſed to the air, - Fre the mouth 
of James-River, as fur as the Blue Mountains, the ſame minerals are 
found as in the reſt of Americs Near Cheſapeak-Bay you meet with 
irregular maſſes of granite, which farther on are replaced” by regular 
layers of quartz, feldſpars, ſehoerl, and an argillaceous' ſhiſtus, This 
ſucceſſion of minerals is found two or three times in the tract of 
country which is waſhed by James-River. Near York and Wit 
liamſburg you find large beds of oyſter-ſhells, fout or-five feet in depth} 
which ſometimes appear above” the” ſurface” of the ground; you ' alſo 
ſee ſtones compoſed of conglomerations* of granite, aud Which ſeem to 
be a ſpecies of impetfect pudding. ſtone. The ſtones wathed'by the 
rapids of James-River at Richmond are a ſpecies of grauite- On 
making an excavation at Roguette, large quantities of copperas· Mone, 
enveloped in a bluiſh and Very tender earth, were found. Theſe 
ſtones contain much. copper; they are alſo faid to include” a tolerable 
quantity ef flyer,” but the preſence of his metal has! not yet been 
aſcertained by any proper experiment, and much lets its proportion. 4 

At Dover, Where the coal- mies which we viſited” are ſitdated, the 
6¹ conſiſts chiefly of a fand-ftone; interſperſed with fragments of 
granite, which when broken preferve the original texture of the ſtone. 
It is in theſe layers that the coal is found in Pancake contact with 
ſtone of a HHandy or argillaceous cotnpoſition, and With a blue clay. 
That part of che country Which contains the coal-tmitics"is about ten 
miles in bteadth, but its length is not yet aſcertained; it croſſes 
James-River! The ſtrata of cval': are in general thieker at the extre- 
mities and where they lie hehteſt to the ſurface of the gromdh tei 
direction, which is fromm Weſt to eat, forms wirkte * A very 
obtuſe angle. As ſoon as vo⁰ leave this diſtrict, you meet again with 
granite, which now lies in layers, is interſperſtd with'mita;-and ſeams 
in ſeveral inſtances to be a reaP'&ryſtallization. TE tei is hard 
clay. Some miles from Milton, at the foot of the South Mountains, 
there is a vein of lime- ſtone, formed like ſhiſtus, and placed between 


layers of perfect ſlate. When calcined, it yields excellent lime. 
This 
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This vein runs in a ſouth-weſt direction as far as the river Roanoke in 


North - Carolina, that is, one hundred and forty miles, and upwards of 


ſixty miles towards the north-eaſt.” It is in no inſtances more than 
ten feet thick, and frequently leſs. In all the ſurrounding fields are 
found large detached maſſes of white quartz, reſting on layers of blue 
miſtus; and likewiſe ſtrata of a greeniſh grey colour. Maſſes of 
granite are likewiſe yery common in the vicinity of the South Moun- 
tains. There is, alſo, to be found a grey undulated rock, which eaſily 
ſeparates into ſheets, that contain a conſiderable quantity of magneſia. 
The ſoil which covers this ſmall chain of mountains (Eaſt, Green, 
and South' Mountains) is of a, reddiſh colour, and extremely fruitful. 
Between this ridge and the Blue Mountains the ground contains much 
ochre, and ſulphureous mundick is found there in great quantities. 
The valley between, the Blue and North Mountains abounds with 
layers of lime-ſtone, ſeveral of which form an angle with the horizon. 
Near Keyſſel-Town, twenty-five miles from Staunton, they drop nearly 
perpendicularly, and are generally covered with a reddiſh earth, and 
ſometimes with granite of a yellow colour.  Lime-ſtone is alſo found 
near Wincheſter ; but further on it ſoon diſappears, and is replaced 
by a ſhiſtous and quartzous ſlate. Granite is only ſeen in a few de- 
tached maſſes on the road from Wincheſter, to Harper's Ferry; and in 
progreſſive ſucceſſion, we meet with layers of yellow ſhiſt, which 
eaſily ſeparates into thin ſheets, and is interſperſed with brilliant par- 
ticles, reſembling mica, of a yellow flate and of lime-ſtone. The 
rocks in the Blue Mountains conſiſt near Harper's Ferry, as they do 
throughout this whole chain, chiefly of granite; but we alſo meet with 
free-ſtone and feldſpar. Near Frederick - Town, lime-ſtone is again, 
ſen; but free- ſtone, ſhiſt, and a ſpecies of micaceous ſand in the road 
to Ellicot a- Mill, are alſo found. The rocks which bound in oy place 
1 river Feu are calcareous * | 
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Among the numberleſs ſpecies of trees which grow in Virginia, 
are diſtinguiſhed the ſilver-leaved maple, the! alh:leayed maple, the 
climbing trumpet flower, the catalpa tree, the Carolinian allſpice, the 
iudas tree, the Virginian meſpilus (of which I have ſeen ſome twenty- 
five feet in height); cornel trees of different ſorts; the perſimon, the 
nickar tree, the triancanthus, walnut, various ſpecies of cedars, ſweet 
bay, benjamin tree, and another laurel of which I do not know the 
name; the maple-leaved liquideambar, the evergreen: laurel-leaved 
tulip tree, the ſwamp pine, and many others; the black and Carolina 
poplar, various ſpecies of oak, the ſmooth ſumach, pſeudo-acacia, fringe». 
tree, &c.: but many of them, the tulip tree for inſtance; do not attain 
the ſame height in Virginia as in South-Carolina and Gaorgia- Al- 
though Virginia does not produce ſome trees, which grow only under 
a higher degree of latitude, yet it contains in my opinion a greater 
variety of ſpecies than any other ſtate. There is alſo a great mul - 
tiplicity of e but gr are 15 ene than in South-Ca», 
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+ The Virginian ene; alt= elf re * care to the 
improvement of inland navigation. Several canals; are either made; 
commenced, or projected, in places where the river navigation is in- 
tercepted by rapids z but, as in the reſt of the United States, art is not 
ſufficiently attended to in their conſtruction. Works of this kind are 
carried on without previoufly conſidering the beſt means of complet · 
ing them; whence it is that they are often” more N and 
always more expenſive, than they otherwiſe. might bo. J 

The roads are in general good throughout this ſlate ; and although 
the inns are: ſometimes bad, yet upon the whole they ate better than 
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in the other ſtates. Thoſe in the back country, where I have travelled, 
are preferable to the inns in many of the moſt inhabited parts of New- 
and. 


JoonNkr To FREDERICK-TOWN. 


A boat takes up the travellers in Virginia, and lands them in Mary- 

land. The Potowmack forms the limit of the two ſtates. You croſs 
it twenty toiſes from its confluence with the Shenandoah, and on 
croſſing over you enjoy this grand ſpectacle as well as from any other 
point. The mountains through which the Potowmack paſles loſe 1n 
Maryland the name of the Blue-Ridge, and aſſume that of the South 
Mountains. The narrow road which leads to Baltimore, and which 
tor four or five miles is an uninterrupted ſeries of ſolid or ſhifting 
ſtones, runs along the baſis of thoſe mountains, and the Potowmack, 
the bed of which is not grown wider from having received the She- 
nandoah. It flows amidſt fragments of rocks, which render its courſe 
uneven and noiſy, Six miles farther on you leave the Potowmack to 
aſcend the Cooſooſty. Mountains, a chain of ſmall extent, from which 
the view of the Blue-Ridge, of the N orth Mountains, and the preced- 
ing ſmall heights, a part of which is cultivated, eſpecially in Mary- 
land, and laſtly of the Potowmack, which you ſee a mile beyond the 
Blue-Ridge, forms a grand and delightful proſpect. 
The South Mountains ſeparate. the counties of Waſhington — 
Frederick. On purſuing the road which I travelled, you only touch 
Waſhington-County, one of the moſt healthy and fruitful parts of 
Maryland. It furniſhes all ſpecies of grain for the export trade of 
Baltimore, and alſo wrought- iron: it abounds with iron mines. The 
population of the county amounts to about fifteen thouſand ſouls, 
eighteen hundred of whom are negro ſlaves. Weſt of Waſhington- 
County is that of Alleghany, the laſt of the ſtates of n in this 
direction. 

The ſettlement of the country between Harper's 8 — po the 
4 ; Cooſooſky 


BY THE DUKE DE LA ROCHEFOUCAULT EIANCOURT. 123 


Cooſooſky Mountains is juſt beginning. You meet with a few ſmall 
habitations, moſt of which have been built within theſe three years; 
they are miſerable log-houſes, with about twenty ' acres of cleared 
ground. The new ſettlers arrive moſtly from the environs of Lan- 
caſter, and the county of Dauphin in Pennſylvania ; many come alſo 
from the lower parts of Maryland, and ſome from Ireland. Theſe 
families appear to be an active and induſtrious kind of people. In this 
part of the country land fetches from eight to ten dollars the acre, 
and yet it is not better than on the other fide of the river in Virginia, 
where it is ſold for four or five, and where the habitations are very 
ſcarce ; yet the diſeaſe of the grain, called wiale, is here unknown. 
The Potowmack forms on the north fide the limit of this ſcourge, as 
the Blue Mountains do on the eaſt. No Heſſian flies | are ſeen e 
and the rot occurs but very ſeldom. 

The harveſt is this year very plentiful, as in fact it is in all other 
parts and thoſe farmers in Maryland who do not ſpeculate m grain, 
—_ at the fall of its price. But many others, who have plunged 

into ſpeculations of this nature, will ſuſtain conſiderable loſſes from 
this ſudden fall. May this diſaſtrous experience render them more 
cautious and prudent for the future! A ſpirit of commercial ſpecu- 
lation in a farmer is the ruin of agriculture; his means are far in- 
ferior in extent to thoſe of a merchant in town, who makes up the 
loſs of oue ſpeculation by the ſucceſs of another. But the farmer 
who loſes the value of his commodities, or is badly paid for them, 
contracts debts, cultivates bis land with leſs care, is obliged to ſell his 
cattle, his crops are leſs plentiful, and the whole of ſociety thus ſhares 
his 1oſs ; for the proſperity of cultivators is more intimately connected 
with the general welfare than that of any other induſtrious claſs of the 
people. : | | 

The Cooſooſky Mountains are tolerably cultivated ; ſome of them are 
ſo up to their very ſummits. ' Farther on in the country habitations 
increaſe in number, culture expands, and the corn- fields grow larger: 
1 W in theſe mountains from twelve to fifteen dollars the acre, 

7 R 2 and 


124 © + © 1 TRAVELS IN NORTE AMERICA, - 


and this price continues much the ſame until we teach the environs 
of Frederick-Towu. Meadows are there more frequent, and the 
abundance of water enables the farmers to water their graſs- lands, 
which is executed by ſome of them with a conſiderable ſhare of ſkill, 
The water is conducted through wooden pipes, which communicating 
from one height to another, frequently diſtant ſeveral hundred toiſes, 
traverſe the ſmall dale which ſeparates them. Timothy graſs and 
red clover form the artificial meadows of the 1 White alover 
2 nf naturally pretty thick and fine. | 

Culture increaſes, the land grows better, and the meadows e 
in number, in the vicinity of Frederick- Town. Land is ſold there — 
from e to —— * the 5. and ah eee po — 
FREDERICK-TOWN, THE CAPITAL OF FREDERICK-COUNTY. 

This town, ftated ak the creek e a bravely of / the river 
Monacuſy, is very well built. The greater number of houſes are ſtone 
buildings; the town- hall, poor-houſe, and court-houſe, are very fine 
ſtructures. The population of Frederick- Town amounts to about two 
thouſand ſouls, a fourth of whom are negroes. It carties on à conſider- 
able trade with the back country, which it ſupplies with merchandize 
drawn from Baltimore, and tranſmits to the latter place in return the 
produce of the back country, which is rich, fruitful, and thickly, ſettled; 

in general, induſtry is bs. 4-906 — more active (thene than 

in n Virginia, = . Denno 

A glaſs een bad 1.4 eſtabliſhed ſome miles ww were 
Town. But, whether through the miſconduct or the-misfortunes of the 
proprietors, who came from Bremen in Germany, from want of 
money, or perhaps from a coincidence of all theſe cauſes, this manu- 
facture has ſhared the fate of almoſt all firſt eſtabliſhments of this 
nature, and is fo near its deſtruction, that the latter may be conſidered 
as complete. The raw materials, I have been aſſured, are in great. 


6 the ſpot where it is ſituated. If this be actually the. 
4 caſe, 
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caſe, it will be relieved either by the preſent managers or others, which 
is immaterial in a public point of view; but it is of great importance 
for the country to poſſeſs a_ glaſs-manufattory, that may leflen the 
quantity of this fort of imports from England, Which their: fragility 
renders fo profitable to the vender, and ſo indiſpenſibly neceſſary to 
the buyer. Maryland abounds in iron, and iron works are very nume- 
rous throughout the ſtate, -which carries on à conſiderable trade in 
wrought-iron. Many of ee "MN! eſtabliſhed in che environs of 
Frede rick-To]·tnr. 

Frederick-County contains —.— NE thouſand cnkibitans; 
us thouſand of whom-are-negroes. Since 1791, the year when the 
ecnſus was taken, the population of Frederick - County has been con- 
ſiderably increaſed by the emigration of families from other parts. 
The land is, in general; good, and produces wheat, rye, barley, and 
Indian corn, in conſiderable quantities for the export trade of Baltimore, 
and alſo ſome hemp and flax. Much flour is likewiſe ſent to Balti- 
more out of the'coutity, where the number of mills is very conſidera- 
ble. The country between Frederick Ton and Baltimore conſiſts of 
a continual ſucceſſion of ſmall hills, and the road is very ſeldom even 
for a mile together. Although the country be upon the whole tolerably 
ſettled, yet there are many parts which are but thinly inhabited, 
and theſe are even more extenſive than the reſt. The nature of 
the wood indicates a fruitful ſoil. Tobacco was formerly cultivated in 
great quantities; but this ſpecies of culture, which has as much de- 
creaſed in Maryland as in all the other Southern States, is here almoſt 
reduced to nothing. It has been ſuperſeded every- Where by the cul- 
ture of Wheat, although the latter labaurs here under the fame 1 imper- 
fectious as in other places. They plough two or three inches deep: 
the fields are but ſeldom manured ; and what little dung they gather 
is allotted to the graſs land. From this careleis conduct in regard to 
the preſorvation and augmehtation of manure, FIR ſeem that 
menen eee 1447 87200181 eee bie ni arty 
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| POPLAR-SPRING. 


On the 12th of July I ſpent the hotteſt part of the day at Poplar- 
Spring. Although this part of the country has been long ſettled, yet 
the number of new coloniſts far exceeds that of the ancient inhabitants. 
The price of land in the neighbourhood is from ten to twelve dollars 
the acre. The proceſs of clearing is much the ſame there as in all the 
other parts of America. Indian corn is ſown the firſt year, then fol - 
lows wheat, frequently from fix to ſeven years without interruption, 
or as long as the fail will bear any; afterwards it lies fallow until 
another part of the ground, which in the mean time has been cleared, 
is alſo exhauſted in its turn. As it demands more labour and care to 
convert woodland into meadows, much ground is left uncleared, which 
would make excellent graſs-land. Its turn will doubtleſs come, for 
the country is in an improving ſtate ; but ſo much land is yet covered 
with wood, that many years will elapſe before a (Kilfol and extenſive 
ſtate of cultivation can be eſtabliſhed... __ 

The ground is throughout the whole country. tilled with horſes, 
which coſt from one hundred and thirty to one hundred and forty dol- 
lars. The cows are fine, and worth from twenty-five. to thirty dollars. 
Wheat is cut with the fickle, but oats and rye with the ſcythe; la- 
bourers are eaſily procured, and paid at the rate of one dollar a day 
during the harveſt ; at other times they receive three ſhillings a day 
(money of Maryland, which is of the fame value as that of Pennſyl- 
vania), or eight dollars a month, Cattle fattened either in the fine 
meadows near Frederick-Town, or in other lets rich paſtures, are ſent. 
to Baltimore or Philadelphia. The inhabitants buy floyr of the wag-) 
goners, who convey it to Baltimore, and pay nearly the ſame price as 
in this town. It fetches at this time eight dollars per barrel; but in 
the courſe of laſt January it was ſold for fourteen. During my ſtay at 
the inn I heard ſeveral farmers expreſs their ſatisfaction at the fall of 


* Ern of grain, on account of its being likely to occaſion failures 
is among 
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among the merchants of Baltimore. * Theſe people,” ſaid they, 
« have gained from us all they could, and carried it to France; and now 
they carry both our money and that of France to W if they 
fail, it is what they deſerve.” 

They who doubt the diſpoſition of the American people in favour of 
France, if not wedded to their erroneous opinions, have but to travel 
among the country people, and they will find them full of miſtruſt, 
animoſity, and hatred againſt England, and well-diſpoſed in favour of 
the French nation. They will find the death of Louis XVI. and the 
erimes which ſucceeded it, as much deteſted as they are in England; 
but they will alſo meet with as many zealous partizans of the cauſe of 
France, and of that of true liberty, as perſons to converſe with on theſe 
topics: to cheriſh and commiſerate Fayette ſeems a ſort of religious 
duty in this country. They will alſo find, that the Preſident is uni- 
verſally reſpe&ed, and that nobody is inclined to impute to him the 
injurious ſtipulation of the treaty of commerce, which is generally diſ- 
liked. Let me repeat it once more, that I wiſh to be underſtood as 
alluding to ſuch people only as from principle, and a ſenſe of their 
own intereſt, diſdain all connection with England, and who may be 
juſtly called the true and real American people. I have diveſted my- 
ſelf to ſuch a degree of national prejudices and preconceived ' perſonal 
opinions on this ſubject, that J am fure my obſervations on this head 
are founded in truth. They who are determined to differ from me in 
opinion may yet aſſert, that my prejudices have deceived me in 
ſpite of myſelf, or that the country people are a ſet of ignorant, ſtupid, 
and deluded perſons, and that the faculties of fair and candid diſcuſſion 
are concentrated in the cities. To aſſertions ſo ſtrange. and illiberal 
I ſhall not reply; for why ſhould J argue with 2 who are deter- 
mined not to change their opinion? 


10 
ELLICOT'S-MILL. 


From Poplar-Spring a road has been cut within a few years, which 
— by ſome miles the road to Baltimore. It is bad, and being 
quite 
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quite new it paſſes but by very few habitations: about fifteen miles 
from Baltimore you perceive the manſion of Mr. Carret, about a mile 
diſtant from the road. From the multiplicity of buildings united in 
his ſettlement, it has rather the appearance of a village, than of the 
Habitation of a/ private gentleman. Mr. Carrol has united ſeveral eſ- 
tabliſhments-on this ſpot; he poſſeſſes an extenſive farm, aud a great 
number of negroes, but not having been in his n I am not 
abls to give a detailed account of it. 

Ellicot's-Mill is a ſmall village, the principal eſtabliſhment of whigh 
is a large griſt- mill belonging to Mr. Ellicot, and named after him. 
This mill has ſix pair of mill-ſtones, and is conſtructed as well as any 
of the mills of Brandywine, of which it poſſeſſes all the perfections. 
The ſituation of this place, encircled by mountains, is truly romantic. 
The water is clear, the rocks are high and majeſtie; and I could ha ve 
wiſhed to enjoy one day longer this view, which, being rather gloomy, 
was well adapted to my preſent frame of mind; but the ſcorching heat 
forced me to proceed to a more temperate; part of the country. 
I ſhall relate here, with all humility, what happened to me with 
three Frenchmen of the Weſt-India Iflands, whom I found at the inn, 
and one of whom 1 underſtood afterwards was Mr. Thomas, late 
French Conſul at Baltimore, and another his phyfician, who attended 
him to the Berkley waters. Although' I addreſſed them in our native 
ſpeech, they conceived, from my modeſt way of travelling, ſu mean an 
opinion of me, that they reſolved to fleep all three rather in à room 
which contained only two beds, than to ſuffer . paor devil of ſ mean 
an appearance to repoſe in the ſame room with one of them. This 
declaration, which was not made With the intention that I thould hear 
it, was overheard by me in a corner of the garden, here I was fmoking 
my ſegar. As the obſervation concerned only my muttward appearance, 
I did not think myſelf bound to take it up. I ſupped alone, and laid 
down on the floor on a mattreſs, which the miſtreſs of the houſe had 
placed in the ſecond roam, where the coachman of thele gentlemen 
V poſſeſſion of .a good bed. I laughed on logking back to the 


time 


BY THE DUKE DE LA ROCHEFOUCAULT” LIANCOURT. 129 


time when the haughty Mr. Thomas would not have dreaded my 
company quite ſo much; and my ſleep was as ſound as if I had been 

called to the honour of flecping in the fame room with 40 Thomas 
| 1 | | 


BALT! MORE. 


The eee eee e en difficult, and covered with 
Nana and fragments of rocks, as before, until four or five miles from 
Baltimore. During the whole of this journey you ſee neither good 
nor numerous habitations; the land is but of a middling quality, in a 

great meaſure uncultivated, and the reſt in a very indifferent ſtate af 
improvement. Four or five miles from Baltimore the ground grows 
even, the habitations become more numerous, and aſſume a better ap- 
pearance. In proportion as you draw nearer the town, the dwelling- 
houſes beſpeak more and more the wealth of its inbabizauts; and the 
proſperity of its commerce. 
The criminal juriſprudence of Maryland has not yet experienced any 
alteration in its ancient form, proceedings, or practice. The con- 
victs work at the roads, loaded with irons.—W hat. little work they 
perform is badly done, and they frequently effect their eſcape. This 
ſyſtem is not by any means productive of more. beneficial reſults in 
Maryland than it was in Pennſylvania, where it has been aboliſhed. 
It will undoubtedly undergo a change. — But at what time And why 
has it not been yet ſuppreſſed? | 
Baltimore is, after Philadelphia and New- York, the ok: irgpart- 
ant trading port in America; at leaſt, it diſputes this rank with 
Charleſtown and Boſton. Being ſituated nearer to the rivers: Voughio- 
geny and Mocongahel, Which empty themſelves into the Ohio by 
Pittſburg and Philadelphia, Baltimore poſſeſſes a part of the trade of 
the back country of Pennſylvania, ſupplies moſt of the ſtores which 
furniſh che weſtern territories! with merchandize, and receives in re- 


yr a part of their produce. lt * preſent from four to-five 
Vol. II. | thouſand 
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thouſand houſes, and has been almoſt entirely built ſince the peace of 
1763. It has ſtill more rapidly inereaſed tince 1783, and eſpecially 
ſince the beginning of the preſent war. The, inn-keeper at Poplar- 
Spring told me, that in 1749, when he landed at Baltimore on his ar- 
rival from Germany, the whole place conſiſted of nine miſerable log- 
houſes, and now it is one of the fineſt towns on the Continent, as it 
IJ contains no old houſes, and moſt of the preſent have been conſtructed of 
us late years; they are all built on good principles, aud moſtly of bricks. 
The numerous churches of all religious perſuaſions, as well as the pub- 
lie buildings, are conſtructed in a ſimple and elegant ſtyle. The town, 
Which incteaſes in-every direction, gains in; extent, particularly on the 
bay, where ſtreets are paved and formed on a ground wreſted from the 
fea and Here a few yeats ſince veſſels were afloat. This ſort of 
work, to which the inſpectors of the town have aſſigned certain limits, 
extends daily. Ships of burthen cannot proceed higher up the river 
than Fell- Point, at which place they load and unload. No buſineſs, 
however, is tranſacted at Fell - Point; every thing being done at Balti- 
more, Which is ſeparated from it by a flat and open ſpace of ground 
about a mile in extent. The merchants counting-houſes and prin- 
cipal warehouſes are at Baltimore; there being at Fellis-Point only a 
few inconſiderable warehouſes, which ſome; of the merchants have for 
temporary purpoſes. If the trade of this city continues to increaſe as 
hitherto, the ſpace of ground lying between Baltimore and Fell's- Point 
will be covered with buildings, and the two places will form but one 
town. At preſent new houſes are building in every ſtreet; and the 
town ſpreads every day towards the harbour, and on the weſt ſide 
- upon the grounds belonging to Colonel Howard, the value of _ 
from this circumſtance increaſes continually. ,-; ! |: -- 
The lands of this wealthy proprietor are, for * moſt part, let 6 ark 
building-leaſes, which I imagine to be owing to ſcarcity of money 
among the ſpeculators in theſe buildings; for otherwiſe it is to be 
ſuppoſed he would prefer the ſelling of the grounds, which would 


enable him to diſpoſe of his property as circumſtances and his own 
judgement 
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Judgement might point out. He never fails to ſell parcels of the ground, 
where he has an opportunity; and ſeveral of them having been bought 
and ſold again, have made the fortunes of two or three ſpeculators. 
About a mile from the town, at the extremity of his lands, Colonel 
Howard has a handſome houſe, ſurrounded with lofty and venerable 
trees. The ground, indeed, is a kind of park formed by nature. The 
houſe is delightfully fituated upon an eminence, commanding a view 
of the city and the bay as far as the Cheſapeak, and on the right and 
left a great extent of highly-cultivated ground. This place (whict is 
called Belvedere is the' uſual reſidence of Colonel Howard, who is 
univerſally eſteemed for his courage and military talents, and beloved 
for his private virtues. He was formerly governor of the ſtate of 
Maryland. He married Miſs Chew, daughter of my valuable friend 
Mr. Chew, of Philadelphia, whoſe talents and accompliſhments render 
her deſerving of the honour of belonging to that amiable family. © 
1 made but a ſhort ſtay at Baltimore; and the greater part of the 
time I paſſed at Colonel Howard's. I had not, therefore, ſufficient 
opportunity to gain all the information T defired relpefting this town 
and the State Wy 3 "We I 5 to 3 it in my next 


Journey. Ae 2 
| ANNAPOLIS: 


cape theſe at of. the dee & Maryland, is thi uſual re- 
fidence of the great \olicers of ſtate; and, the ſupreme court of Juſtice 
holding its ſittings there, it is the reſidence alſo of moſt of the principal 
lawyers. - The firſt claſs of inhabitants at Baltimore is, of courſe, chiefly 
compoſed of merchants ; more fo, indeed, than at Philadelphia. Many 
mercantile houſes in this country are likely to be affected by the fall in the 
price of proviſions in Europe. At preſent, however, they keep up the 
price of flour at ten dollars; but this is mere ſpeculation, as there is no 
foreign demand for it, nor would there be at a much lower price, the 


8 or apparent plenty of corn is fo great in Europe. | 
| S 2 The. 
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The public buildings are by no means magnificent. They are, 
however, tolerable. . The town has twelve churches belonging to the 
different ſects. hea: 


ow * 


JIobkNREY TO PHILADELPHIA. | 


1 
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; My harſe being lame, I reſolved to 80 i in the ſtage to Philadelphia. 
The ſtage is a miſerable mode of conveyance in America; the roads 
being very rough, and the carriages in a wretched, condition. The 
coaches ſet out in the middle of the night, and no time is given to re- 
cover a little by repoſe from the terrible ſtate into which one is put 


by the jolting of the carriage, by too many paſſengers being crowded 


together, and the, trypks aud parcels which are thruſt into the inſide 
out if theſe packages were not in the way. But 1 had no other means of 
proceeding to Philadelphia, at leaſt for ſome, time; and I contrived to 
make this journey as little inconvenient as could be for a ſtage · coach, 
by going in that which carries the mail, and, which, being obliged to 
proceed more quick] , takes only ſix paſſengers, is provided with bet- 
ter horſes, and is, in all reſpects, better conducted. I had fortunately no 
fellow-travellers but the family of Mr. James Barre, a merchant of 


Baltimore, from whom I had received many civilities during my ſhort 


ſtay in that town ; and although we were ſeven, inſtead of fix, I had 

no reaſon to complain. But it is not in a ſtage that the traveller can 
purſue his enquiries ; he ſcarcely ſees any thing of the country, and 
frequently cannot even learn the names of the villages and creeks he 
paſſes. As I hope to make this journey on horſeback, I ſhall, till then, 
poſtpone the greater part of what I have to ſay reſpecting this road. 

At Havre de Grace we croſſed the Suſquehannah, near the place 
where it falls into the Cheſapeak. The country, which riſes on each 
ſide of the river, is not ill cultivated ;- and has a ſufficzent number of 
dwellings to form a very pleaſing proſpect. The Suſquchannah in 
this place is above. a mile and a quarter in. breadth. Three or four 
ſmall 
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ſmall iſlands, both above and below the ferry, have a good effect; and 
this view, although not grand, is one of the moſt beautiful I have feen 
in America. 

The Suſquehannah cuts Meryinid into two parts; one of which is 
called the Weſtern Shore, and the other the Eaſtern Shore. The latter 
extends along the Cheſapeak, to the two counties of Virginia; and is 
ſeparated from Delaware-Bay by the State of Delaware. We paſſed 
through ſeveral ſmall-and neat towns, belonging to the State of Mary- 
land; ſuch: as Charles-Town, Elk-Town, &c. After which, we entered 
the State of Delaware, and croſſed the towns of Chriſtiana and Wilming- 
tan; the latter of which is only twenty miles from Philadelphia. 


RESIDENCE AT PHILADELPHIA. 


We ſet out from Baltimore at four o'clock on Monday morning, and 
arrived at Philadelphia on Tueſday, July 20th, at eight in the morning, 
having ſtopped five or ſix hours at Wilmington, which time was deſtin- 
ed to fleep, but was entirely given to the bugs and fleas that * 
there. b 

The heat of this ſummer being be no means. ſo intenſe as-is ; uſual 
here, I was not ſo much incommoded by it as I expected. Having got 
my letters, and informed myſelf of the ſtate of * I was in haſte to 
quit Philadelphia. 

The price of flour in Philadelphia has not fallen ſo much as might 
be expected. The merchants keep it up at twelve dollars; but they 
can ſell only to bakers who wanted money or foreſight to lay in a 
ſtock or purchaſe it in the country. The warehouſes are filled with 
this article; and a fall in the price muſt be haſtened by the great plenty 
of the preſent harveſt. 

J muſt not omit to mention a very great natural aka. that 
L faw on my journey to Philadelphia—a negro of Virginia, whoſe 
parents were both negroes; and who, gradually changing his native hue, 
became white. This man continued black till he was forty years of age, 
when the {kin of his fingers, near the nails, began at firft to aſſume a 

lighter 
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lighter colour, and continued to; grow lighter and lighter till it was 
perfectly white. The proceſs was the ſame in almoſt all the different 
parts of his body. His legs, thighs, arms, and hands, are white, with 
the exception of a few {pots of different ſtzes, which are brown, ſome 
of a deeper ſhade than others, but all being lighter towards the edges. 
His neck and ſhoulders are of the ſame complexion as the {kin of people 
with red hair; and is freckled in the ſame manner. Straight and ſmooth 
hair is partially ſubſtituted for his natural wool. On his breaſt there 
remain tufts of the wool ; but they fall off daily, and are ſucceeded 
by black or grey hairs. His face is white from the hair to the loweſt 
extremity of his forehead ; his noſe is black; the reſt of his face a 
kind of brown, deepeſt toward the noſe, and gradually growing light 
as it approaches the white part. His head, all of which is black, is 
ſtill covered with wool ; except at the crown, where hair has diſ- 
placed the wool. His private parts, he ſays, are leſs advanced in this 
progres, although the change is begun in them. By his own account, 
a ſenſible progreſs. has been made in this metamorphoſis of his perſon 
during the time he has been travelling, which has been for the laſt 
three months; and there is no doubt but in a ſhort time he will be- 
come entirely white. He is, at preſent, one and forty years of age. h 

To form a diſtinct idea of this metamorphoſis, the white colour of 
the 1kin is not to be underſtood to reſemble that of an Albino, but to 
be the real complexion of white people, or, to . more particularly 
ſtill, of white people with red hair. 

There is no reaſon to queſtion the extraction of this negro; he ha 
ing ſerved the whole of laſt war in a corps of pioneers, and is beſides 
well known in Virginia, where he has generally reſided, and furniſhed 
with certificates ſufficient to ſatisfy perſons diſpoſed to queſtion the 
fact. The change has not been attended with any ſickneſs. This 
man travels about the country to ſhew himſelf for money. It is to be 
obſerved, that there have been ſeveral inſtances in America of negroes, 
either Mulattos or Indians, changing their colour ; ſome after illneſs, 
and others in a perfect ſtate of health; but there i is no inſtance of the 
_ being as complete as this. 

SECOND 
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el \ © SECOND TOUR 70 THE NORTH. 
JOURNEY" FROM PHILADELPHIA TO NEW-YORK. 


Havine: meme to ute ths remainder of the year in a 
ſecond journey to the North, I ſet out in a ſtage from Philadelphia 
for New-York ; I was deſirous of lofing no ume on the road, and the 
heat of the weather made it ame A A. and inconvenient to travel 
on horſeback. 

1 had an opportunity of ſeeing ſeveral of my PIP during — 
of twenty-four hours at Trenton. What information I could procure 
there I propoſe to blend with the reſult of the enquiries I ſhall "make 
in a longer viſit to Jerſey. What I collected at New-York, during 
the ſhort time I ſtaid there, ſhall alſo be hereafter noticed; but I had 
too little opportunity to make my account as copious and perfect as I 
could wiſh. Letters from Europe, to which I was compelled to pay 
great attention, engaged much of my time; and not without reaſon. 
The fatigue of four fucceſſive months employed i in collecting informa- 
tion had, I confeſs, inclined me to take my eaſe ; with which temper 
J was unwilling to quarrel, having determined to ſet aſide ſeveral 
weeks before my departure from America to acquire a competent 
knowledge of that intereſting city. I learned, however, that ſpecu- 
lations in corn and flour have greatly deranged the affairs of ſeveral 
mercantile houſes at New-York ; that one of the firſt houſes has 
failed from the ſame cauſe ; and that others are on the eve of fol- 
lowing it. The merchants of that city, either leſs wealthy or leſs 
adventurous than thoſe of Philadelphia, have lowered the price of 
flour to ten dollars, which is a third leſs than it was fix months fince ; 
but even this price is greatly higher than it daten to oy mow the 1 
en oe American Hour! in Europe. "a 
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PASSAGE FROM NEW-YORK TO PROVIDENCE. 


As I was already well acquainted with the Boſton road by land, I 
embarked on board the Clementma, one of the pacquets that fail con- 
ſtantly to Providence, Mr. Guillemar, whom I had met at Trenton, 
had loſt his way; and having joined me again at New-York, * took 
his paſſage with me in the ſame pacquet. 

For the firſt eighteen hours the wind was very favourable ; but then 
ſuddenly changed, and being in our teeth, and there being every ap- 
pearance of an approaching ſtorm, the captain judged it prudent to 
make for a ſecure harbour. We therefore quitted our track, and 


landed at Storning-Town, where we remained thirty-ſix hours. 


STONNING-TOWN ; ITS TRADE; AGRICULTURE OF. THE 


NEIGHBOURHOOD; AND PRICES OF ITS PRODUCTIONS. 


Stonning-Town is a ſmall ſea-port of Connecticut. It takes its name 
from the firſt proprietor of the lands which form the townſhip. The 
name, however, is corrupted to Stones-Town; which ſeems to be na- 


tural enough, for the rocks project into the ſtreets in every quarter. 
The principal ſtreet is cleared with great expence and labour ; but 
the reſt are ſo encumbered, that it is with difficulty, and not without 


danger, a perſon walks along them at night. The townſhip is fifteen 
miles in length, and eight in breadth. The town contains from twelve 


to thirteen hundred ſouls. The land is chiefly employed in paſturage ; 


on which a conſiderable quantity of cattle is reared ; but the chief pro- 
duce is cheeſe, which is made in great abundance, and is in great requeſt 
throughout America. Four hundred thouſand pounds of cheeſe ate 
yearly exported from Stonning-Town to the difterent ports of the United 
States; but chiefly to Boſton, New-York, Philadelphia, aud Baltimore. 
The price at theſe places is about eight pence half-penny per pound. 
This commerce is carried on partly by veſſels that come purpoſely 


to 
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to purchaſe cheeſe at Stonning-Towm and partly by ſmall ſloops be- 
longing to the port which fail for the different ports of the nn 
the wind happens to ſerve. 

I viſited a farm belonging to an old Quaker, named Jobn Fri. 
where from fourteen to fifteen thouſand pounds of cheeſe are made 
annually. This farmer keeps from forty to fifty cows. The price he 
gets from the merchants for his cheeſe is about five pence balf-penny 
per pound. He alſo fattens from twelve to fifteen oxen yearly ; and 
raiſes rye, oats, Indian corn, flax, and potatoes; and might, with a little 
more knowledge of his buſineſs, conſiderably increaſe the produce of 
his farm. His cows and oxen wander at pleaſure over the land; which 
although manured by this means, does not receive the benefit it would 
if the manure were diſtributed more ſkilfully. He mows his meadows 
but once a year; and they produce about forty hundred weight of hay 
per acre. 

This ſyſtem of farming is general here ; and the produce is nearly 
the ſame throughout. Meadows properly manured, and mowed three 
times, yield eighty hundred weight of hay per acre. John Friſh has 
one hundred acres in cultivation. 

The land in the townſhip of Stonning-Town is tolerably good; it 
yields thirty buſhels of Indian corn per acre ; eighteen of rye or oats ; 
and often double this quantity when the fields are manured. Upon 
the whole, little wheat is produced in this townſhip, or the adjoining 
one of Connecticut. Some fields are fown with it on the frontiers, 
and land which is properly manured, yields forty buſhels per: acre. 
Labourers are eaſily procured in the neighbourhood of Stonning-Town; 
their ordinary wages are three fourths of a dollar per day, or nine dol- 
lars per month, but they are as much again during the harveſt. 

The price of land here is from ten to forty dollars per acre. It 
has not riſen of late years, in the ſame degree as in many other parts 
of America. Thirty-three years ago John Friſh purchaſed his land at 
the rate of ſixteen dollars per acre, and could not now get more than 
Vol. II. 'S thirty- 
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thirty-two for it. Moſt of the inhabitants of Stonning-Town, as well as 
thoſe of the reſt of Connecticut, and of Maſlachuſetts, poſſeſs lands in 
the back parts of the States of Vermont and New-Hampſhire, which 


they purchaſed very cheap, and where they eſtabliſh their children as 


they grow up, unleſs they meet with an en of ſettling them 
more advantageouſly at home. 

A few veſſels belonging to Stonning-Town are employed in the cod- 
fiſhery on the coaſt of Connecticut and Rhode -Iſland: but as this 
fiſh appears in abundance only in the ſpring, the fiſhery here forms 
but a very inconſiderable branch of trade. The fiſh are cured in 
Stonning-Town, and ſold at the rate of five dollars for one hundred and 
twenty-eight pounds. A ſmall number of ſhips are alſo employed in 
the fiſhery at the Great Bank; but they cure their fiſh at Newfound- 
land, and frequently carry them to Boſton, or other ports. Black-fiſh, 
baſs, and crab, being in great abundance on this coaſt, a conſiderable 
number of ſmall craft is engaged in that fiſhery. The fiſh are kept in 
ponds along the ſhore, and are generally carried to New-York. At 
Stouning-Town they fell for two pence half-penny per pound. 

Forty veſlels of different burthen, but moſtly ſmall, belong to this 
place, which are principally employed in the coaſting- trade. Inſtead 
of ſixteen ſhips, formerly engaged in the fiſhery, at preſent four only 
carry on that trade. Some fail to the Weſt-Indies, and even to Europe. 
The only three-maſted ſhip belonging to Stonning-Town is at this 
time in France. She is the property of Mr. Smith, who keeps a ſtore 
in this town, and of a merchant of New- York, who owns half of the 
veſſel. The ſhips which trade to the Weſt-Indies carry thither the 
produce of the townſhip and the country in its vicinity, and bring 


commonly in return the commodities of the iſlands ; which are af- 


terwards conveyed from Stonning-Town to New-York, where moſt 
of the ſhips that fail for Europe take in their cargoes. They pro- 
ceed chiefly to France, whence' they bring in return brandy and wine. 
* produce of Stonning-Town, like that of the whole State of Con- 

necticut, 


* 
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necticut, conſiſts of ſalt beef and pork, pot and pearl aſhes, neat cattle 
and flax- ſeed. 

As the port of Stonning- Then, with reſpect to the cuſtoms, is com- 

prized in the diſtrict of — its exports are not exactly 
known. 
Although roving. is W in „n yet it has no 
public ſchools, that is to ſay, no tax is levied in the townſhip-appro- 
priated to the ſupport of free- ſchools. But as this townſhip pays to 
the ſtate a tax of two and a half per cent for theſe ſchools, it follows 
that the expence of ſchooling amounts for- ſuch inhabitants as ſend 
their children to the public ſchools to a fourth only of what they 
would have to pay without that "om tax. Nine pence a week is 
. Pg for a child. | 

Every perſon I have had an We en of W andthe in PRE, 
ning-Town ſpeaks with enthuſiaſm of the gallantry diſplayed by the 
French troops, whoſe valour and ſucceſs have gained France nume- 
rous friends in America, The atrocious deeds, at the remembrance 
of which poſterity will ſtand aghaſt, are, notwithſtanding, deteſted by 
them: but you meet with many people who either forbear mention- 
ing them at all, or conſidering them as the reſults of a tranſient 
phrenſy, impute their guilt chiefly to Robeſpierre, whom they hold in 
execration, and acquit the French nation at large. They generally 
conclude by faying—* But how the French fight! they are lions! 
It is eſpecially among country-people, and perſons of the ſecond rank, 
I hear this language; and theſe. form the bulk of the nation; who, as 


-I have already frequently obſerved, being leſs influenced by political 


views, and leſs ſwayed by the ſpirit of party, than the higher, claſſes 


of ſociety, are more ſtreavouſly attached to France, their intereſts not 


being interwoven with the ſucceſſes of Great Britain. 
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our captain to ſet fail from Stonning-Town, we arrived at Newport on 
the 15th of Auguſt, after a paſſage of ten hours. We ſhould haye bad 
as favourable an opportunity the preceding day. oe! cos 

Mr. Guillemard proceeded to Providence by land. 

A bar of rocks, about half a mile in extent, lies at the mouth of 
the ſmall bay at the bottom of which Stonning-Town is ſituated. 
Great care is therefore required to ſteer clear of it, eſpecially -in 
ſtormy weather; having cleared it, we failed in the courſe generally 
purſued by ſhips bound from New-York to Newport, We paſſed 
between the ſhore and Blocł-Mand, an ifland famous, like Stonning- 
Town, for its cheeſe, yet ſtill more ſo for its fiſhery, and the huſ- 
bandry of its mhabitants. It forms a part of the State of Rhode- 
ns. 

The Providence 8 have generally parcels and letters for New- 
port. We ſtopped there from nine at night to nine in the morning. 
It gave me pleaſure to ſee once more, not this dull low town, but its 
environs, which form a charming landſcape, and are, as well as the 
whole ifland, one of the moſt healthy parts of America. Several fa- 


milies of Carolina, Virginia, and Maryland, come to reſide here every 
year to avoid the dreadful heat and inſalubrity of their own country. 
New port alſo unites the advantage of a low price for all the neceſſaries 


of life with that of not offering any means, nor holding out any * 


tation, for expences foreigu to the neceſſities of exiſtence. 


The ſalubrity of the town of Newport is, no doubt, produced by the 
33 of the air; yet this often proves hurtful to the inhabitants 
in their youth, and the number of young people, eſpecially girls, who 


die of complaints in the lungs, is very conſiderable. It is a circum- 


ſtance worthy of remark, that the inſcription on the tomb-ſtones 


melition only childhood, youth, or old age; they record the deaths of 


few 


$ 
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few perſons between twenty and > ARG . 
wander ern the latter age. * 44 


+ * 


PROVIDENCE. —ST ne oF RHODE-ISLAND. 


The Akeiots perſecutions in Evgland gave riſe to the different co- 
lonies which by their union compoſed the ſtate of Maſſachuſetts. Re- 
ligious ERNIE? in Maſſachuſetts 1 birth to the ſtate of Rhode- 
Iſland. 

Roger Williams, a miniſter of the ** at 83 was firſt 

baniſhed thence to Salem on account of certain opinions which his 
brethren of Plymouth would not tolerate in him. Although much 
beloved by the inhabitants of this new place of reſidence, yet, as his 
principles did not accord with thoſe of the church of Boſton, the in- 
fluence of the menen inne ne W him even in his 
retreat. 
Among the various de of his 4oftrins wich the ſynod of 
Boſton conſidered as erroneous and dangerous, that which, above all 
the others, moſt violently claſhed with the maxims and intereſts of 
the ſynod, was his declaration © that ANN inflicted for matters 
of conſcience was perſecution.” 

The intrigues of the prieſts e over * ieee of his 
fellow-inhabitants, and he was a ſecond time baniſhed: This eyent 

took place in 1636 ; and he retired to the ſouthern part of the ſtate 
to live among the  Nawangara ſavages, at a place by them called 
Moſhawſick, but to which he gave the appellation of Providence, in 
grateful acknowledgement of the aſylum. he found there after all the 
perſecutions to which he had been expoſed. ' A few friends followed 
him, and together with him founded that part of the ſtate of Rhode- 
Ifland known by the name of Providence-Plantation. 


The ſame or a fimilar cauſe gave riſe to the other ſettlements of 


Rhode-Iſland. A Doctor Coddington, a native of Lancgfhire, and one 


of the firſt ſettlers in the colony of Salem, was, in 1636, called to ac- 
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count for his religious principles. The accuſation i againſt 
him was only a pretext to cloke the jealouſy entertained of his in- 
fluence by Governor Winthrop and others : but that pretext was an 
effectual mean of accompliſhing their views; and Coddington, being 
baniſhed from Boſton, retired with a few friends to the iſland called 
by the Indians Aquidneck, and fince known by the name of Rhode- 
Iland. From a tribe dependent on the Indians of Nawangara he 
purchaſed this ifle, and all the others which, with the part of the 


continent bounded by * now form the CAPO Wane: Plan- 


tation. 
The Quakers and Anabaptift who were 1 in 1 


| land, flocked to Rhode-lfland, and raifed the colony to a flouriſhing 


ſtate, notwithſtanding the wars with the Indians. The need in which 


the inhabitants ſtood of protection inſpired them with a wiſh to unite 


with the other colonies of New-England : -but the latter refuſed to ac- 
cede to the propoſed union; and, in 1662, Charles the Second, at the 


requeſt of the former, granted them a charter which united the two 


plantations into one ſtate, and conferred on them the privileges and 
the conſtitution which they, like the ſtate of Connecticut, have ſtill 
preſerved notwithſtanding the revolution. 

That which is peculiar to the ſtate of Rhode Idand,i is compoſed. of 
the ſame elements as all the others. The legiſlative aſſembly conſiſts 
of an upper and a lower houſe. The former is compoſed of the go- 

vernor (who is preſident), a deputy-governor, and ten aſſiſtants, Who 
are choſen by annual election. The governor poſſeſſes but a ſingle 
vote in the enactment of laws. The treaſurer and the ſecretary of ſtate 
are alſo annually appointed. The lower houſe conſiſts of the repre- 
ſeutatives of the different townſhips. Newport ſends ſix ; Providence, 
Portſmouth on the iſland, and Warwick, .cach four; and two are ſent 
by each of the other towns in the ſtate. Theſe delegates are elected 
twice in the year, and thus have two ſeſſions.— The judges and the 
executive officers are elected once a- year by the legiſlative body, who 


alſo nominate the military officers, but for an indefinite term.— 


The 
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The judicial power in this little ſtate is veſted in a ſupreme court, con- 
ſiſting of five judges, and fitting twice in the year, at Providence and 
Newport alternately. The inferior courts are held twice a - year in 
each county. The ſupreme court is their court of appeal. 

The trade of Providence employs a hundred and forty-two veſſels 
belonging to that port; and very little of it is ſhared by foreign ſhips, 
even by thoſe of the other ſtates. That trade, as I think I remarked 
laſt year, conſiſts in the exportation of oxen, live hogs, ſalt pork, but- 
ter and cheeſe, barley, timber, onions, rum, whiſkey, gin, flax- ſeed, 
wrought iron, and the commodities imported from the Eaſt and Weſt 
Indies. The greater part of the cheeſe, however, is conſumed in 
the United States, to which the port of Providence alſo ſends great 
quantities of lime-ſtone, and ſome iron All the native articles 
above enumerated are principally derived from thoſe parts of Connec- 
ticut and Maſſachuſetts which: lie within the diſtance of twenty or 
thirty miles from Rhode-Ifland. The iron is forged within the ſtate, 
at the falls of Potolky, round which lies a very rich mine. Cannons 
and anchors are there fabricated ; of the latter of which a pretty cou» 
ſiderable number are exported to the Indies. The value of the ex- 
ports from Providence was—in 1790, from the month of June, one 
hundred and thirteen thouſand, two hundred and thirty-one dollars 
in 1791, three hundred and ſeventy- nine thouſand, four hundred and 
thirty in 1792, three hundred and fixty-ſeven thouſand, nine hundred 
and nine in 1793, four hundred and thirty-one thouſand, five hundred 
and eighteen—in 1704, fix hundred and, twenty-three thouſand, two 
hundred and fixty-one—in 1795, one million forty thouſand and five 
and, for the firſt; fix months of 1796, four hundred and thirteen 
thouſand, nine hundred and twenty-four. _ 

This great increaſe in the value of the exports is not here, any more 
than elſewhere, a true criterion of their quantities; for, although J 
bave not had time to take from the cuſtom-houſe books an abſtract of 
the different articles year by year, and to coy their eſtimated 

values, 
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values, 1 know that the tonnage of the port of Providence has ineresfed 
only in a very ſmall proportion; ſince it amounted in 1792 to eleven 
thouſand two hundred tons, and does not at preſent exceed fourteen 
thouſand five hundred. It is true, that, during the laſt year, the ſhip- 
ping of that port ſuffered loſſes to the amount of eleven or twelve 
hundred tons by ſhipwreck, captures, &c. 

The commerce of Providence is carried on with the Eaſt and Weſt 
Indies, Denmark, the north of Germany, and the coaſts of Africa. 
Some of her veſſels trade to France; but the number of theſe is very 
ſmall. They uſually carry thither tobacco and train-oil : during the 
two laſt years they carried rice, meal,” falt beef, raw hides, and ſhoes 
for the army. providence and Newport carry on no trade with Eng- 
land: whatever Britiſh commodities they W bo. purchaſe at News 
York and Boſton, * _ 

To the value of the potts from Provident may be added b 
eight hundred thouſand dollars in ſpecie which are annually ſent out for 
the trade with India and China; ſince that money may truly be ar" 
the produce, inaſmuch as it 1s the fruit of the produce, of the ſtate.” 

The laws of Rhode-Ifland are not collected into a regular code. 
But I underſtand that a law was enacted ſome years fince, prohibiting 
the importation of negro flaves into the ſtatedeclaring free all ſuch 
asſhould be brought into it by perſons coming from other parts, to- 
gether with the children who might thereafter be born, as well as 
thoſe already born, when they ſhould have attained the age of twetity- 
one years—but at the ſame time confirming the ſlavery of AKA 1 e 
as were ſlaves at the time of the promulgation of the law.” 

The principles on which are grounded the aſſeſſinent and rang ot 
the taxes in the ſtate of Rhode-Iſland are eſſentially the ſame as they 
were at the period of the firſt ſettlement of the colony. The changes 
which have ſince been introduced in the mode of collection, are ſhohr, 

Thoſe taxes are a capitation, a tax on real and perſonal property, ffom 
which a law of 1795 excepts, as untaxable articles, all furniture (not 


including plate), implements of agriculture, workmen's tools, and a 


quarter 
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quarter of the capital employed in trade on ſea, The raiſing of the 
taxes reſts with each town or townſhip, which is reſponſible to the 
ſtate-treaſurer; for the proportion of the taxes aſſigned to it by the 
legiſlature. , The ratio is regulated by a general valuation made from 
time to time, at thoſe periods when the wealth of the ſtate is ſuppoſed 
to have been augmented to a certain degree, either by an increaſe in 
the population, or by improvements in agriculture, or by the profits « of 
ſucceſsful commerce. The laſt three valuations. took place in 1767, 
1778, and 1703. On the firſt of thoſe occaſions the taxable property 
was valucd at ſeven millions three hundred and leventy-one thouſand 
one hundred and eighty-fix dollars ; on the ſecond, at ten millions nine 
hundred and ſixty· ſeven thouſand nine hundred and nine dollars; 5 and, 
in 1795, at fifteen millions five hundred thouſand dollars, It appears 
that this augmentation in the quantum of taxable property is attributa- 
ble to the increaſe of the capitals employed in trade, more than to 
any other cauſe. 
Fach town or townſhip nominates three or five commiſſioners, whoſe 
duty it is to make the eſtimate of the property therein contained, after 

having received the declarations of the inhabitants. The legiſlature 
nominates ten ſuperior commiſſioners, who are to viſit the towns and 
wwnſhips, to reccive and examine the eſtimates of thoſe firſt-mentioned 
officers, and, after ſuch examination, to determine the portion of the 
general tax impoſed by the ſtate, which, is to be paid by, each place. 

The law, provides precautions, againſt falſe deelarations or the re, 
fuſal to make any, and alſo againſt ſuch towns as may either refuſe bg 
delay the payment. | 

The capitation-tax is ſettled. in the 3 of 8 for 1 5 
thouſand pounds rated to the ſtate. The towns may nevertheleſs ſet 
aſide this tax, provided they contribute their quota toward ſatisfying 
the public demand in ſome. other mode. The town; of Providence, 
for inſtance, levies her e of it only on movable and i immova- 
ble eſtates. ; | . A % 11.00 D989 bas Labit 
Aſſeſſors, choſen by the bee. afterward determine the par- 
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ticular ſum to be paid by each individual who is liable to the tax; 
which is collected by an officer choſen in the ſame manner. The 
towns defray the charges of aſſeſſment and collection. The aſſeſſor re- 
ceives one and three fourths per cent on the fums aſſeſſed: the collector 
heretofore received ſive per cent: but ſome towns contract with the 
latter on lower terms; and there are inſtances in which he is paid no 
more than two and a half per cent. 


The taxes of the ſtate of Rhode-Iſland, as I Wl already observed. 


amount only to ſix thouſand pounds, or twenty-thouſand dollars, and 


are regularly paid. The expence of the civil liſt is but five thouſand 
dollars. For ſeveral fucceſſive years an annual ſim of eight thouſand 
five hundred dollars has been expended on the cron of a priſon 
and a houſe for the ſittings of the legiſlative body, The ftate owes 
about ninety-eight thouſand dollars, and has, for the diſcharge of that 
ſum, no other reſource than taxation. By the decifion of the com- 
miſſioners appointed to ſettle the accounts between the United States 
and the individual ſtates, Rhode-Iſland is creditor to the Union to the 
amount of two hundred and nine thouſand "i eames _ 
eleven dollars. | | 


PROVIDENCE. 


The town of Providence, ch; in en We is not how- 
ever exempt from bilious fevers toward the end of ſummer and in 
autumn ; but theſe complaints are uſually unattended with danger. 
Conſumptions in youthful habits are as common here as at Newport; 
be many individuals fall victims to them beſore the age of thirty. 

We—for I have again joined company with Monſieur Guillemard 
e have paſſed the chief part of the time that we ſpent in Provi- 
dence, at the houſe of Mr. Thayer, a merchant of this town, with 
whom I had been acquainted at Charleſton, where he has long re- 
ſided, and carried on with prodigious ſucceſs a very extenſive and rich 
9 He conducted his * comigiercial enterprizes with a ſufficient 

degree 


BY THE DUKE DE LA ROCHEFOUCAULT LIANCOURT. 147 


degree of prudence to avoid thoſe ſpeculations ſo common among the | 
fechaiith of America; yet that caution has not faved him * ex- 
periencing the greateſt reverſes in his fortune. He had indorſed to 
a conſiderable amount the notes of a houſe at New-York, one of the 
moſt opulent and reſpectable in that city. But the houſe in queſtion 
had ſo deeply ſpeculated on the high prices of flour and rice in Eu- 
rope, that it has ſtopped payment, and the reſponſibility falls on 
Mr. Thayer. He will not be ruined by this event: in all probability 
even his affairs will be ſettled; for the houſe at New- Vork will again 
carry on buſineſs, and he himſelf, by his own ſiugle exertions, would, 
at his preſent ſtage of life, be capable of retrieving his fortune if it 
were totally ruined: But his credit and his delicacy ſuffer ſeverely 
on the occaſion. He nevertheleſs ſupports his difaſter with a calm 
fortitude, and a confidence in the return of fortune, which at once 
furniſh his friends with a ground of hope, and himſelf with the means 
of ſucceſs. His name is fo implicated in this unfortunate; buſineſs, 
that he has made, to thoſe who hold the notes of that houſe endorſed 
by him, an offer of forty thouſand pounds. ſterling on condition of 
their cancelling his name. Mr. Thayer is otherwiſe rich, being heir 
to a conſiderable family eſtate which is in the hands of his mother. 
He is deſcended in a direct line from Roger Williams, the founder of 
Providence Plantation. Mr. Thayer's houſe is built on the ſame ſpot 
where that . his n cut down the firſt tree, and dne 
the firſt hut. 

I have hind here that the bridge which bad been erected laſt 
year over the Eaſt-Paſſage to open a way info Rhode-Iſland, and of 
which the ſolidity appeared doubtful, was carried away laſt winter 
by the floods. It has ſince been rebuilt; and hopes are now enter- 
tained that this new conſtruction is on a better plan than the former. 


| 55 


1 
r — 


— — PE 
B —_ 
x "4 *. 


2 


— 


. 


f 


* 


err, 


5 = 
I - 


© „ = K* 


TRAVELS IN NORTH AMERICA, 


N Omgae TO BOSTON —PATUXENT, 


WTR the ſtage from Providence to Boſton The j journey is only 
forty-five miles: yet, with the ſingle exception of Mr. Robram, a 
native of Pruſſia, but ſince become more than half a Frenchman by 
a reſidence of ſix and twenty years at Bordeaux as a merchant, the 
1 apt was ſuch as ſtrongly confirmed me in my averſion to ſtage- 
coaches. 731 

Patuxent bridge, at the ann of ſive miles wy Providence, is 
the boundary of the ſtate of Rhode-Iſland. Here are eſtabliſhed 
cotton-works which ſeem to ſucceed better than any other mauu- 
facture hitherto eſtabliſhed in | America—anchor-forges—founderies 
for cannon and other heavy articles in iron. The river Patuxent, alſo 
called Blackſtone, gives motion to allthe machines uſed in theſe various 
works. It takes its riſe in the ſtate of Maſſachuſetts, and falls into 
Narraganſee- Bay near Providence, From Patuxeat to its mouth it is 
navigable for veſſels of the largeſt fize. ' 

On his way to Boſton, the traveller paſſes through Briſtol-County, 
containing a population of thirty-four thouſand ſouls in an extent of 
thirteen hundred and forty-four ſquare miles. — Norfolk-County, 
whoſe ſuperficial extent is nine hundred and fixteen ſquare miles, 
containing twenty-five thouſand inhabitants—and the towns of Taun- 
ton and Durham, each the capital of a county of ſimilar name. Dur- 
ham is the place of reſidence of Mr. Ames, a well-informed member 
of Congreſs, a warm federaliſt, a voluble and copious ſpeaker, an 
honeſt man moreover, but whoſe talents and political merit are ex- 
aggerated by party-zeal perhaps beyond their juſt value, and ſuffici- 
ently ſo to call forth a ſeverity of judgement on him even from im- 
partial perſons who, but for that exaggeration, might have been diſ- 
poſed to feel a propoſſeſſion in his favour. He ſtands at this moment 
in great celebrity for a ſpeech that he delivered at the cloſe of the laſt 


ſeſſion of Congreſs, recommending t to the houſe of repreſentatives to 
vote 
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vote the neceſſary ſums for carrying into execution the commercial 
treaty with England: and that ſpeech is, by the men of his party from 
one end of the continent to the other, extolled as a piece of eloquence 
which Demoſthenes or Cicero would have found it difficult to equal. 
Now the diſcourſe in queſtion, which the feeble health of the ſpeaker 
did not allvuw him to extend to ſuch length as would have been ne- 
ceſſary for the diſcuſſion of the principles and their application to the 
ſubject in debate, is addreſſed rather to the paſſions than to the under- 
ſtanding. At the moment when it was pronounced, that was perhaps the 
beſt direction that it could poſſibly take, eſpecially as coming from the 
mouth of Mr. Ames, an eſteemed and eſtimable man, who, labour- 
ing as he then did under indiſpoſition, ſeemed to endanger his health 
in ſupport of what his party termed the ſalvation of the common- 
wealth, and derived an additional degree of intereſt from the very 
circumſtance of that indiſpoſition. Thoſe people, therefore, who would 
have waſhed to find in that diſcourſe greater depth and ſolidity, and 
even a greater portion of reaſoning, cannot deny him the merit— 
which is no inconſiderable one—of having well underſtood the tem- 
per of men's minds, together with the influence of exiſting circum- 
' ſtances, and taken a dextrous advantage of both. This is, no doubt, 
a very material part of the art of oratory, though it is the moſt de- 
lufive. Ka, 
That affair of the treaty is now at end. The Britiſh and Ame- 
rican commiſſioners have met for the purpoſe of carrying it into 
execution: but it is now hardly any longer the topic of converſation. 


The partiſans of the treaty, however, affect to extol the ſtrict 


puuCtuality with which the Engliſh have given up the poſts ; as if 
that evacuation of poſts, which was an article of the treaty of 1783, 
and renewed in this latter treaty as a fundamental article and inde- 
pendent of every other, had been conſidered, even by its fupporters, 
as a doubtful event ; and as if England conferred an extraordinary ho- 


nour on America in obſerving any one of her engagements to the latter. 
| It 
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It is not uncommon ſor weak people lightly to.impute to the more 
powerful certain motives of affection and regard: and this diſpoſition 
will not be miſtaken by any one for a refinement in gratitude, but will 
certainly be deemed a refinement in vanity. 

That ſurrender of the poſts was no doubt a matter of importance 
to the United States. The poſſeſſion of them places the American 
navigation on the lakes beyond the control of Great Britain ; it frees 
the.country from the preſence of Engliſh troops, and leaves the Ame- 
ricans maſters of one or two great eſtabliſhments; but thoſe who 
have ſufficient prudence to fee that peace is the greateſt bleſſing which 
America can deſire, cannot_ conſider the ſurrender of the poſts as 
wholly unattended with danger. When one is acquainted with the 
active diſpoſition of the Engliſh commandants—the ſpirit of reſent- 
ment too generally harboured by their nation againſt the United States 
of America the opinion with which long and ſole poſſeſſion has in- 
{pired the Englith that they had an excluſive right to the navigation 
-of the lakes—and when, on the other hand, one 1s acquainted with 
the enterprizing ſpirit of the Americans in commerce, particularly in 
a new branch of commerce—their jealouſy, their indiſpoſition toward 
the Engliſh (I ſpeak of that claſs of men who are to dwell on the 
borders of theſe lakes, and of the officers and ſoldiers who are to 
garriſon the forts)—one cannot but apprehend that this vicinity, this 
continual claſhing of the intereſts of the two ſtates, will furniſh new 
ſubjects of diſpute in addition to thoſe which ariſe in every country 
from the too near approximation of the troops of different powers. To 
guard againſt ſuch conſequences as may reaſonably be anticipated, 
would require ſuch prudence and conciliatory diſpoſitions in the com- 
manding officers on both ſides, ſuch conſtant vigilance on the part of 
both governments, ſo eminent a ſpirit of juſtice and pacification, that 
one cannot venture to hope for ſo extraordinary a combination of for- 
tunate circumſtances. But, whether hoſtilities break out between 


England and America in that or in any other quarter, it is at all events 
more 
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more than probable that a war will be the reſult of that treaty at ſome 
future period, more or leſs diſtant, according as England ſhall feel more 
or leſs confidence in her own ſtrength. 

I find the minds of the people hve changed in favour of France. 
Succeſs has ever great influence on popular opinion, and for more 
than one reaſon. But let us quit politics, a ſubje& to which I am 
frequently induced to return by that unvarying regard for the intereſts 
of France, which purſues me as it were in ſpite of me. May that 
nation be as happy and well-regulated as it is great ! may it make 
a prudent and moderate uſe of its immenſe and aftonithing ſucceſſes! 
may good laws, genuine public ſpirit, and a ſincere abjuration of party- 
animoſities, cement its conſtitution, reſtore induſtry within its bounda- 
ries, and kindle in every boſom the love of liberty! Theſe are the moſt 
deſirable of its conqueſts, 


HISTORY, CONSTITUTION, LAWS, AND COMMERCE, OF THE 
STATE OF MASSACHUSETTS. | 


The foundation of the ſtate of Maſſachuſetts was the conſequence 
of religious perſecution. The Preſbyterians being perſecuted in Eng- 
land about the year 1608, a Mr. Robinſon, miniſter of one of their 
churches, went over to Holland—to Amſterdam in the firſt inſtance, 
afterward to Leiden—to enjoy the liberty of profeſſing the religion of 
his ſe. Several families followed him thither; but after a reſidence 
of ſix years in that country, being diſſatisfied with the manners of 
the inhabitants, and abandoned by their children who engaged as 
ſoldiers or ſailors in the Dutch ſervice—at the ſame time receiving 
from navigators an advantageous deſcription of the coaſts of North- 
America—thoſe emigrants determined to ſeek 1n the weſtern world 
an aſylum were they might reſt ſecure from all perſecution. After 
fruitleſs endeavours to obtain grants of land from the Virginia com- 
pany, who, by patent from the king of England, were proprietors 
of almoſt the entire coaſt of North-America=and after equally un- 

tucceſsful. 
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ſucceſsful applications to king James the Firſt to give his conſent to. 
their intended ſettlement—they would have been at length compelled 
to relinquiſh their project, if Mr. Werton, a rich London merchant, 
had not facilitated to them the means of carrying it into execution, by 
forming a company for the purpoſe. 

It was in July 1620 that the little colony embarked at Southampton 
in England. Untoward . accidents reduced to a ſingle veſſel the arma- 
ment which was to have conſiſted of two: and the emigrants, inſtead 
of reaching the vicinity of Hudſon's-River according to their original 
plan, were driven to Cape-Cod-Harbour, where they landed firſt on 
one of the iſlands near the cape, and afterward on the continent, at 
the place to which they gave the name of Plymouth. 

This firſt expedition inſpired numerous other mal-contents in Eng- 
land with a with to emigrate to America. Accordingly, in 1622, 
another colony paſſed over, and ſettled at the place now called Hing- 
ham. In 1624 a third, under the conduct of Captain Wollaſton, 
eſtabliſhed themſelves at Bramtree. Among the names of theſe firſt 
ſettlers is found that of Thomas Adams, anceſtor of the preſent Vice- 
Preſident of the United States, who ſtill poſſeſſes the ſame lands which 
avere at that time-granted to his family. In 1624, a fourth ſettlement 
Was formed at Cape-Ann. Finally, in 1629, a numerous colony came 
to Salem, under the conduct of John Winthrop. Courage ſeldom 
#orfakes thoſe who flee from perſecution ; and its aid was highly ne- 
ceſſary to theſe firſt ſettlers, to enable them to endure the privations 
and difficulties and obſtacles of every kind, which they had to en- 
counter. They overcame them all. 

But ſoon theſe neu- comers, who had themſelves been the objects of 
perſecution, became perſecutors in turn. The Indians had given them 
a friendly reception, had aided them with their means, had voluntarily 
granted them lands. The coloniſts were not content with this: the 
newly-arrived white man fancied himſelf entitled to the fuperiority 
of a maſter over the native Indian: and A 90 ſoon 21 to be 
excreiſed .by the European ſettlers. 

The 
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The Indians, naturally kind,. are alſo; naturally vindictive, Repri- 
ſals were made on, their part: and i in Maſſachuſetts, as in the iſlands 
of the gulf of Florida, the white people, defending in a body the 
crimes of ſome individuals of their number, ſaw themſelves involved 
in open war with, their benefactors, drove them to as great a diſtance 

as they could, and thus commenced that ſeries of encroachments which 


has never ſince been eee. and of which it is m to fore · 
ſee the end. 02 bb; NY 

Their 8 e the * were not the ils diſputes that 
diſturbed. the peace of theſe infant colonies. Driven, as they had 
been, from England by the ſpirit of intolerance and religious perſecu- 
tion, they ſuffered the ſame ſpirit of intolerance and religious perſecu- 
tion to grow up among thewſelves.. Liberty of conſcience was the 
fundamental condition of the new ſettlements; but the Preſbyterians, 
finding themſelves more numerous than the other ſects, violated that 
principle; thereby proving to the world, that, like many others before 
and ſince their time, they wiſhed to reſerve. the liberty entirely to 
themſelves and that, although, they were enemies to all power which 
oppreſſed them, they were not <qually, averſe to that which enabled 
dem. to exerciſe . over others. The Quakers and Foe: 
Some 
— of the — oy were found. t to Rag the tenets of the 
church of England: they alſo were perſecuted. A ſchiſm took place 
among the Preſbyterians, and gave birth to violent quarrels. 
I The events which diſgraced the early period of theſe colonies furnich 
an additional proof of that inconteſtable axiom in politics, that— 
although a religion be negeſſary . in every government, 4 not- only for he 
internal comfart.,of the individuals, but allo the more ftrougly to at- 
tach them to their duty as citizens the worſt of all governments is 
that in which a ſyſtem of religion is the main ſpring, and which is 
either conducted or influenced by the miniſters of that religion. 

The hiſtory of Maſſachuſetts alſo preſents multiplied — B&G of 
that barbarous ignorance, rhich, united. with the lame ſuperſtitious 

Vor. II. X notions, 
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notioris has in every part of Europe; and particularly i in England, put 
to death fo many pretended ſorceters, men, women, and children. 


——.— relates, that in 1692, the governor and jodges of Salem, 
ing highly exaſperated againſt ſorceters, and finding no law againſt 
them in their new code, but wiſhing to have their diſpoſition to ſeverity 
faktioned by the opinion of the prieſthood; applied to the principal 
minifters of Boſton for their advice reſpecting the ſteps to be taken in 
thoſe caſes, He adds that the miniſters concluded their tedious and 
Aiffaſe anſwer dy the following ſentence ., We cannot baut recom- 
mend to the government to adopt the moſt ſummary and vigorous 
modes of proceeding, and ſuch as have been found the moſt efficacious, 
purſuant to the directions found in the laws of God, and in the — 
Tome ſtatutes of the Enslith nation, for the abolition of witcheraft.” 
The new colonies, thus retarded in their growth by thoſe religions 
perſecutions which kept at a diftance or drove from among them often 
the moſt active and uſefal citizens, had moreover ſome wars to ſuſtain 
azainſt the kttle French colonies to the north of Penobſeot. At 


| length, the Indians being driven to Canada, king William the Third 


incorporated by charter, under the name of the Province of the Colonies 
or Maſſachuſetts, all the countries extending from Acadia and Nova- 
Scotia to the ſpot now occupied by New- Bedford, including the iſle of 
Nantucket and all other iſlands within ten leagues of the coaſt. By 
this patent the king reſerved to himſelf the nomination of the governor, 
deputy-governor, and ſecretary. The general aſſembly, which was au- 
thorized to frame laws provided they were not contrary to thoſe of 
England, was compoſed of the governor, the council, and the repreſenta- 
tives, whoſe number could not exceed two for each town or village, and 
who were required to poſſeſs an annual income of twenty ſhillings, or 
perſonal property to the amount of fifty pounds ſterling. The general 
aſſembly was empowered to elect twenty counſellors, viz. ten for the pro- 
vince of Maſſachuſetts, fix for that of Plymouth, three for that of Maine, 
one for Sagadahock, and two at its own option. The governor had a 
negative over their proceedings. "The general afſembly nominated the 
judges 
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judges. in civil and criminal : cauſes ; ſuch, of the former as exceeded 
the ſum of three hundred pouuds ſterling. were removable by appeal 
to England. All trees meaſuring, above twenty-four inches in diame- 
ter, which were growing on the lands yet unſold, were to be reſerved 
for the uſe of the royal navy, and all gold and ſilver mines for the 
treaſury. Such nearly was the ſyſtem of government given to the 
ſtate of Maſſachuſetts by Wee III. and . continued till the 
revolution. 

The nom; confiention. of Maſſachuſetts. w Was Roar in 1780, The 
government, under the name of Commonwealth or Republic of 
chuſetts, | exhibits. the ſame general diſtribution that prevails in yr 
other ſtates. The ſenate is compoſed of thirty one members elected 
for twelve months by the freeholders. The ſtate is divided, for the 
election of ſenators, into diſtricts, each of which, in proportion to the 
quota it pays of the general contribution, cles a greater or leſſer 
number of members, but can in no caſe nominate more than ſix. With 
a view. to this limitation, the legiſlature. has a power to change the 
boundaries of the diſtricts, and to increaſe their number, in proportion 
as any conſiderable augmentation may have taken place in the property 
of their inhabitants. The diſtricts muſt never be fewer than thirteen, 
Excluſive of the thirty- one ſenators Who fit in the houſe, there are 
nine others ſelected by the ſenate itſelf to conſtitute. the governor's 
council; wherefore the election of ſenators in the diſtricts muſt furniſh 
forty members. A new e held every n the firſt of 
Auguſt. Sein be an . „ abt L645 
The — — for a — are—to poſſeſs, mithia. the 
fate, an eſtate of at leaſt three hundred pounds' & value. or perioyal pro- 
perty to the amount of not leſs than fix hundred to have been an 
inhabitant of the ſtate during five years previous to the elechon—and 
to be an actual reſident iu the diſtrict, for which he is choſen. A 
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Select Men of each town (a kind of municipal magiſtrates, of whom I 
ſhall elſewhere have occafion to ſpeak) preſide at theſe elections, count 
the votes, which are given in writing, and ſend them to the ſecretary 
bf ſtate, who with the governor and ſive counſellors examine them, and 
convoke' the ſenators elect for the day of their meeting. 1 
The houſe of repreſentatives conſiſts of one member from each town 
or townſhip containing a hundred and fifty inhabitants who pay taxes 
of two for three huddred--.alivec for ſix hundred—and thus in the pro- 
greflion of an additional member for each ſurplus of two hundred and 
twenty-five taxable inhabitants. The conditions required to qualify for 
a'ſeat in the houſe of repreſentatives are that the candidate have lived 
in the townſhip for one year immediately preceding the time of election, 
aud that he poſſeſs an eſtate of a hundred pounds“ value, or ny of 
another deſcription to the amount of two hundred. 
The governor is annually elected in the beginning of April, in the 
ſame manner as the ſenators. The votes are ſent by the Select-Men 
to the ſheriff of the county, and by him forwarded to the two branches 
of the legiſlature in conjunction, who declare as governor the candidate 
who has the majority of votes. If none of the candidates has a majo- 
rity, the houſe of repreſentatives chooſe two by ballot from the four 
who have the greateſt numbers; and the ſenate, in the ſame mode, 
elect one of the two voted by the repreſentatives. © The qualifications 
for governor and deputy-governor are the ſame, viz. a reſidence of at 
leaſt ſeven years in the ſtate, and property to the amount of four 
thouſand pounds, or thirteen nn three hundred and — 
dollars. 
An indiſpenſable quits forall public functions in the Raute of 
Maſſachuſetts is the profeſſion of the Chriſtian religion. 'l 
The nine members who compoſe the governor's council are cboſen 
from among the ſenators by the joint votes of both houſes —.— by 
ballot. 
The ſecretary of ſtate, the treciidies;! the receiver-general, the com- 
miſſary- general, the public notaries, and the officers of the port, are 
annually 
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annually choſen by the two houſes in conjunction. The treaſurer 
and the ä cannot be continued in office above five 
years, 

The qualifications for an elector are confined to reſidence in the ſtate, 
and an income of ten dollars, or a real property of the value of two 
hundred. 

The governor is a in chief of the ea and land forces: 
and the conſtitution arms him with ſufficient authority in caſe: of 
hoſtile attack or domeſtic diſturbance. He nominates all the officers 
of juſtice, the attorney-general of the ſtate, all the ſheriffs, and 
coroners : and. he can, with the advice of his council, pardon a con- 
demned criminal, except in caſes of impeachment or treaſon, þ 

His refuſal (accompanied by his reaſons for refufing) to ſanction a 
law paſſed by the two houſes, renders it neceſſary, to re · conſider ſuch 
law, which, to do away this kind of ſuſpenſive negative, muſt now be 


ſupported by a majority of two thirds in each houſGme. 
The officers of militia are elected either by the privates or by the 
officers, according to the importance of their grade. ens t 


All the powers of the officers of juſtice, of what kind 5 are 
confined in duration to ſeven years. 

This conſtitution is preceded by a long declaration of . which 
diſcovers neither that preciſion nor that generality of principles which 
ſeem to be required in an act of this nature. It ſpeaks, for inſtance, 
of the right poſſeſſed by the people of the republic to lay taxes for the 
ſupport of public worſhip and ſchools, to inſpect thoſe ſchools, - &c. 
particulars very proper indeed to be inſerted in a law, but which-cag+ 
not be thruſt into, a declaration of rights except by clerical influence. 

By virtue of this article, every citizen of the ſtate of Maſſachuſetts 
is ſubje& to the payment of a tax for the ſupport of a religion of ſome 
kind. He is perfectly unreſtrained in his choice: but when the num- 
ber of thoſe in a townſhip who wiſh to practiſe the fame religion is 
not ſufficient for the maintenance of a miniſter of their ſect, or there 
is no worſhip of the ſame kind in the neighbouring townſhips, the tax 
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is nevertheleſs demanded : the inhabitant, however, has the liberty of 
ehvofing to Which of the religions followed in his neighbourhood he 
will prefer that his payment be applied. This tax is generally very 
moderate. It is regulated on the ſame principles as all thoſe payable 
to the ſtate.” In the great towns it is commonly not demanded ; 
and the income of the clergy in thoſe places ariſes chiefly from the 
letting of the'ſeats in the churches. No perſon is compelled to hire a 
ſeat: but the ſpirit of devotion which is pretty general through the 
Kate, a reſpect for religion, and a deference to the law which makes it 
a point of the conſtitution, diſpoſes each perſon to hire them: and no 
ſooner is a pew reſigned by one family, than it is engaged by another. 

The nomination of the electors who are to chooſe the preſident and 
vice-preſident of the United States is made in Maſſachuſetts by the 
fame electors who nominate the repreſentatives to fit in congreſs}; and 
each diſtrict furniſhes one. The two, who are to be named in ad- 
dition, to complete the number of ſixteen, which conſtitutes the re- 
preſetitation of the ſtate in Congreſs (viz. fourteen 1 and 
two ſenators), are nominated by the legiſlature. ' 

The Select Men of each townſhip preſide at theſe elections, as at all 
others. Theſe are men choſen by each townſhip, - to conduct its 
public buſineſs. They have the management of the property of the 
townſhip when it poſſeſſes any: they are overſeers of the poor, of the 
ſchools; : of the roads: they ſummon meetings of the inbabitants when 
they think them neceſſary. - They receive no ſalary except 'for the 
days when they are employed abroad in tranſacting the affairs of the 
townſhip; and then the remuneration is a dollar and half per day. 
They are elected only for one year, but are often continued during 
life. The choice for Select-Men generally falls on perſons of the beſt 
reputation, and beſt qualified for the management of bufineſs - and the 
office confers on its poſſeſſor a conſiderable ſhare of reſpectability and 
influence. This kind of patriarchal magiſtracy, which is common to 
all New-England, was eſtabliſhed by the firſt colonifts who arrived from 
Old England, and has been ſince continued in uninterrupted futon. 
0 EXPORTS, 
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EXPORTS, IMPORTS, AND NAVIGATION, OF. THE PORT or 
4 BOSTON. 4 


In ſpeaking laſt year of the tonnage of the port of Boſton, I omitted, 
for want of ſufficient information, to ſtate the amount of the exports. 
In the year 1791, they amounted to one million one hundred and 
fifty- nine thouſand and four dollars—in 1792, to one million three 
hundred and fifty-five thouſand and thirty-eigbt—in 1793, to one mil- 
lion eight hundred and thirty-four thouſand five hundred and forty— 
in 1794, to two millions five hundred and thirty-four thouſand two 
hundred and three—1n 1795, to four millions two hundred and fifty- 
five thouſand fix hundred and eighty-cight—and, for the firſt quarter 
of the preſent year 1796, to one million two hundred and twenty-fix 
thouſand fix hundred and twenty-five. The increaſe in the value of the 
exports is leſs attributable at Boſton than elſewhere to the riſe in the 
price of produce: for, if we except ſalt fiſh, which Boſton exports in 
abundance, and of which the price has conſiderably increaſed within 
the laſt three years, no. rife has taken place on the produce of the 
country, ſuch as beef, ſalt pork, pot- aſh, timber; and the commodities 
from the Weſt- Indies, which the trade of Boſton re- exports in large 
quantities, have riſen very little within the laſt three or four years. 

With retpe& to the flour which the Boſton veſſels export, very little 
of it is furniſhed by Boſton itſelf ; it is derived from the ſouthern ſtates: 
and whatever quantity of it is brought to Boſton for re- exportation, is 
never taken except to complete the aſſortment of a cargo, and conſe- 
quently is not very conſiderable. 

The duties on imports paid at the port of Boſton were, in 1793, ſix 
hundred and ninety- ſix thouſand nine hundred and forty dollans —in 
1794, one million five thouſand four hundred and ſeven—iu 1798, one 
million four hundred and eighty thouſand ſix hundred and five and, in 
the firſt two quarters of 1706, ſeven hundred and eighty-ſeuen 
thouſand fix hundred and forty- eight. The facility with, which theſe 
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general ſtatements are procured from the cuſtom-houſe books induced 
me to copy them here, although I am aware that no concluſion can be 
drawn from them reſpecting the importations of the different articles, 
ſince each is ſubject to its own particular duty, ſome paying five per 
cent; others ten, fifteen, &c.—and that the draw-backs are not de- 
ducted from theſe ſums total of the receipts. 

* have learned alſo, that, in 1749, the number of veſſels that made 
their entry in the port was four hundred and eighty-nine : in 1773, it 
was five hundred and ſeventeen : in 1793, the number of thoſe from 
foreign parts alone amounted to four hundred and four, of which 
forty were three maſted veſſels—in 1794, to four hundred and fixty- 
four, of which ſeventy- eight were three-maſted—and in 1795, to eight 
hundred and twenty- five, of which ninety-ſix were three-maſted. 
Six hundred and ſeven veſſels, of which ſeventy-five were three-maſted, 
failed from this port during the ſame year 1795, on the foreign trade 
alone. v6} 61 dee ant tics 6. S4266k | 5 

The produce of a part of Connecticut, of New-Hampſhire, of Ver- 
mont, ſupplies the trade of Boſton, together with the exchange of the 

European articles neceſſary to thoſe countries. Theſe advantages are 
in a greater or a leſſer degree participated by the other ſea- ports of the 
ſtate of Maſſachuſetts. No other part of the Union can produce a 
ſet of men ſo active, ſo induſtrious, ſo enterprizing in navigation, as 
the people of this ſtate. During my ſtay at Boſton, two veſſels, a 


ſhip and a large brig, ſailed for Nootka-Sound and China, and two 


others are preparing to ſail on a fimilar voyage. 
BANKS. | 


There are at preſent in this ſtate three banks at Boſton, one at Salem, 
and one at Newbury-Port. Theſe banks, eſtabliſhed on the fame prin- 
ciples as every other in America, are all, except that of Salem, incor- 
porated by acts of the legiſlature. They diſcount notes endorſed with two 
good names, at one half per cent per month. The facility ſhown in 
131298 | this 
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this particular by the directors of thoſe banks has great influence c on the 
commercial tranſactions carried on in the ſtate. X 

The bank of Maſſachuſetts has exiſted at Boſton ſince the year 1784. 
Its charter preſcribes no limited term for its duration. Eight hundred 
ſhares, at five hundred dollars each, conſtitute for it a capital of four 
hundred thouſand dollars, which has, greatly increaſed fince its firſt 
eſtabliſhment. The dividends on thoſe ſhares are from eight to nine 
per cent, and the price of its ſtock is only one fifth more than the 
original value. X 

The bank of the United States has a branch at Boſton, eſtabliſhed 
in 1792. The public is unacquainted with its capital, which is regu- 
lated at diſcretion by the bank eſtabliſhed in Philadelphia : but it 1s 
thought to be five hundred thouſand dollars. As it is a dependency 
of the bank of the United States, it might receive aſſiſtance from that 
quarter in caſe of need. It yields the 1 dividends as the bank of 
Maſſachuſetts; and the price of its ſhares, which, as in all the other 
branches, was originally four hundred dollars, is now five hundred. 

The bank known by the name of the Union Bank is the third of 
thoſe eſtabliſhed in Boſton. It was erected in 1793, and its charter 
is for ten years. A hundred thouſand ſhares, at eight dollars each, 
form for it a capital of eight hundred thouſand dollars. It alſo yields 
2 dividend of eight or nine per cent, and the price of its ſhares bas riſen 
to nine dollars and half. This bank is bound to accommodate the ſtate 
with a loan of a hundred thouſand dollars at five per cent, whenever 
called upon for that purpoſe : but its loans are never to exceed that 
ſum. 

The bank of Salem, which * the 8 of the Eſſex Bank, 
not being incorporated, the amount of its capital is a ſecret :, but it is 
known to be in a flouriſhing ſtate. 

The banks of Nantucket and of Merrimack, or of Newbury-Port, 
incorporated in 1795, are eſtabliſhed for the private convenience of 
the trade of thoſe places. The capital of the former is forty thouſand 
dollars that of the latter, ſeventy-five thouſand, They do not yet 
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yield any dividend. The price of their ſtock has not varied : the 
ſhares are a hundred dollars each. 

An examination of this ſketch of the ſtate of the banks in Maſſa- 
chuſetts diſcovers a capital of above two millions of dollars among 
them all : and, as the intereſt on diſcounts is fix per cent, and the 
divide:1ds only eight or nine, the reſult muſt be a circulation of caſh 
or credit to the amount of at leaſt three millions of dollars, which ex- 
tends to the neighbouring ſtates in a proportion depending on their 
trade, and which it is difficult to aſcertain, but which is eſtimated at 
betv-een fix and ſeven hundred thouland dollars. | 

Several other banks are about to be eſtabliſhed in this ſtate, where 
the avidity and enterprizing ſpirit of commercial men, and the general 
eagerneis to embark in trade, make people overlook the danger of 
being driven by the exceſſive number of ſuch inſtitutions to an ex- 
tenſion of commerce diſproportioned to the capitals employed. | 


- PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 


One of the moſt remarkable laws of the ſtate of Maſſachuſetts is 

that which ordains the eſtabliſhment of ſchools for gratuitous in- 
ſtruction. It was enacted in June 1789. I ſlightly mentioned it in 
my journal of laſt year : but it deſerves to be more particularly noticed 
in detail. Its principal articles are as follow— 
10. Each town or townſhip containing fifty families or houſes is 
bound to provide a {chook-maſter of good character to inſtru& the child- 
ren in the Engliſh language, reading, writing, arithmetic, orthography, 
and the principles of good moral conduct. This ſchool 1 is to be N 
ſix months in the year. 

The towns or townſhips of a hundred families are to have fchools' of 
the ſame kind, which are to be open during the whole year. 
| Thoſe of a hundred and fifty families are to have two wool one 
for twelve months and one for ſix. 


Thoſe of two hundred families or more are bound, in addition to 
theſe 
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theſe ſchools, to ſupport one, under the name of a grammar-ſchool, in 
which the Greek, Latin, and Engliſh languages are to be taught gram- 
matically. Children who. cannot read are not to be ſent to the gram- 
mar- ſchool.— Thie houſes being often widely ſcattered over the coun- 
try, the inhabitants of the towns, in public aſſembly, have the power of 
determining the bounds of the ſchool-diſtricts, 

20. An injunction is laid on the inſtructors of youth, from thoſe in 
the univerſity at Cambridge down to thoſe in the loweſt ſchools, to 
impreſs the minds of their pupils with © the principles of piety, juſtice, 
fincerity, love of their country, frugality, induſtry, attachment to the 
federal conſtitution aud that of the ſtate,” &. The miniſters of re- 
ligion and the Select-Men are bound to do every thing in their power 
to induce the children to attend the ſchools. 

3®, No applicant for the office of teacher in the We 
can be admitted to enter his name on the liſt of candidates, unlet> 
provided with a certificate ſigned by two clergymen atteſting that 
he is capable of teaching the Greek and Latin, and that he is a man 
of good morals, This latter part of the certificate may be given by the 
Select-Men. 8 

The maſters of the firſt- mentioned ſchools canaot be choſen without 
producing a certificate from the Select-Men, or from the committee, 
appointed for the inſpection of the ſchools, or from a clergyman. 

Whoever ſhould keep a ſchool without complying with theſe con- 
ditions, would be condemned to pay a fine of twenty pounds, or fixty- 
ſix dollars and two-thirds—one half for the benefit of the * the 
other to be given to the poor. 

4. The ſchools are to be ſupported by a rate levied. on the . 
of the diſtricts where they are eſtabliſhed. Theſe rates are impoſed by 
the annual nene on the taxable property within their ter- 
ritory. | 

59, Such towns as ſhould negle& to ſupport ſchools in conformity 
to the conditions preſcribed by the firſt articles of this Jaw, would be 
ſubjected to the following fines, viz. thoſe of fifty families would be 
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condemned to pay thirty-three dollars—thoſe of a hundred families, 
fixty-ſix dollars—thoſe of a hundred and fifty families, a hundred dol- 
lars. Theſe fines are ordered by the ſupreme court of the ſtate, ot 
by the general court, on complaint laid before them. They are to be 
paid into the ſtate-treaſury, to be applied to the relief of thoſe ſchools 
in the ſame county which may ſtand in need of ſuch aid. N 
juries are to enforce the payment. 

This law is tolerably well executed, and the maſters are in — 
qualified to give the inſtruction expected of them. In ſome town- 
ſhips, however, ſymptoms of negligence are diſcoverable; inſtead of 
maſters, indifferent miſtreſſes are employed; in ſome places, maſters 
wholly unqualified; in others, none at all: but theſe inſtances are rare. 
The fault lies with the Select-Men, who do not exert themſelves to 


_ enforce the law, to which moreover every inhabitant has a right to 


appeal. The falaries of the maſters in the lower ſchools are from 
twelve to eighteen dollars per month: in the Mateo mn the 
teachers receive from twenty- five to thirty- five. 

It is painful to obſerve that in none of theſe ſchools is the hiſtory 
of the late revolution taught ; that the youth are not informed either 
of it cauſes, or of the important events which have been its conſe- 
quences ; that they are not made acquainted with the names of thoſe 
who, by their counſels, their ſervices, their blood, have, in the midſt 
of ſo many dangers and eſpecially ſo many obſtacles, erected or ſup- 
ported that independence which the country now enjoys. This, 
nevertheleſs, would be the moſt effectual mode of perpetuating in the 
breaſts of the riſing generation the love of liberty, which, among a 
free people and particularly a people recently become free, is the grand 
baſis of public, and one of the principal baſes of private, morality. 
But the love of liberty is feebly felt in the towns: and it is the in- 
habicants of the towns, or thoſe whoſe chief concerns are centred in 
the towns, who compoſe the legiſlatures, hold all the public offices, 
and have a general influence over the government. The love of gain 
is the paſſion which predominates over every other; it prevents the 
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mind from indulging. in more Uberal conceptions: and if any man 
were to ſuggeſt to them the idea of a courſe of inſtruction ſo'beneficial 
to the cauſe of liberty, their calculations would no doubt impel them 
to reject it: for that kind of inſtructlon would, by the remembrance 
which'it would preſerve of paſt events, ſtill tend to foſter in the minds 
of the Americans an unfavourable diſpoſition toward England; and it 
is from England chiefly that thoſe Sentlemen expect the means of 8 
making their fortunes. 

The ſame ſpirit of apathy for liberty and of propenſity to 18844 
procraſtinates the erection of the intended monuments in the dif- 
ferent places where the arms of Ametica gained important advan- 
tages over thoſe of Britain. Nevertbeleſs the bulk of the nation, 
all thoſe who are not inhabjtants of the towhs, are proud, and even 
jealous, of their liberty. 1 ſhall 5 in. another place have occaſion to 
ſpeak with greater particularity of this ſtate of things, and of i its con- 
rn. r C24 
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dab tmn, or Slavery, 
__ 1 ois | £21 I 

There are no ſlaves in the n Mäflachoſetts; 3 and 
this is the only ſtate in the Union that is entirely exempt from the 
difgrace of ſlavery. It is not unintereſting WP give _ particulars of 
the manner in which it was aboliſhed. SN AY 

No antecedent law of New-E england had poſitively aſſerted. oh 
exiſtence of flavery, which nevertheleſu prevailed” under the ſanction 
of cuſtom and public opinion. Several laws indeed ſeemed to pre- 
fuppoſe it, inaſmuch” as they authorized the reclaiming of negroes 
who quitted their maſters, enjoined the neceſſity of reſtoring them, 
and prohibited the intermarriage of blacks with free people. Still 
however no law had expreſsly enacted the eſtabliſhment of Nlavery : - 
and ſeveral cauſes between maſters and negroes on ſubjefts ren to 
ſlavery had been decided in favour of the latter. 

The new conſtitution of Maifachuferts, Ixe choſe of all the other 
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NNates, declared an equality of, rights for all men. In. 1781, ſome 
Negroes, , prompted by private ſuggeſtion, maintained that they were 
not ſla ves: : they. found advocates, . among whom was Mr. Sedgwick, 
now. a member of the ſenate of the Uuited States; and the — was 
carried before the ſupreme court. Their - counſel pleaded, 15. That 
no antecedeut law had eſtabliſhed. flavery, and that the laws which 
ſeemed to ſuppoſe it were the offspring of error in the legiſlators, who 
had no authority to enact them :—2*, That ſuch laws, even if they 
had exiſted, were annulled by the new conſtitution, 

They gained the cauſe under both aſpects: and the ſolution of this 
firſt queſtion that was brought forward ſet the negroes entirely at liberty, 
and at the ſame time, precluded their pretended owuers from all 
claim to indemnification, ſince they were proved to have poſſeſſed aud 
held them in flavery without any right. As there were only few ſlaves 
in Maſſachuſetts, the deciſion paſſed without oppoſition, and baniſhed 
all further idea of ſlavery. 

Under fimilar laws and in ſimilar circumſtances, different deciſions 
were given in Connecticut, Rhode-Iſland, and even New-Hampſhire. 
But the proſperity and tranquillity of Maſſachuſetts, which has ex- 
perienced no difagreeable conſequences from that general liberty, wall, 
to the eyes of every rational and benevolent obſerver, afford ſufficient 
ground for condemnation of the other ſtates of N eee WhO 
have not imitated ſo glorious an example. 

It is to be obſerved, that, in 1778, the general — of Maſla- 
chuſetts included eighteen thouſand ſlaves, whereas the ſubſequent 
cenſus of 1790 exhibits only fix thouſand blacks. It appears from the 
moſt minute information that I have been able to acquire, that a 
great proportion of the emancipated negroes went to the towns, where, 
making an indiſcreet uſe of their newly-acquired liberty, many of 
them addicted themſelves to the intemperate uſe of ſpirituous liquors, 
and died in conſequence ; others engaged as failors, even on board 
foreign ſhips. The generality of thoſe who have not diſappeared are 
ſervants: fome are tradeſmen, or even farmers ; and a pretty large 
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number, if we conſider the bad education of that claſs of men and 
the habits of ſlavery, live in the enjoyment of a comfortable inde- 
pendence. The individuals of their colour have not fallen under the 
laſh of Juſtice in any greater proportion than the whites. mr 

From theſe well-authenticated facts reſults a convincing proof that 
the negroes, as well as the white men, are capable of living honeſt 
and free; but that thoſe nations which are ſo unfortunate as to poſſeſs 
great numbers of ſlaves, ought, by ſome previous education, to prepare 
them for, and furniſh them with the means of making an advantageous 
uſe of, their liberty. 

Slaves from other ſtates, taking ſhelter in Maſſachuſetts, may be re- 
claimed. But the general ſenſe of the people is ſo decidedly adverſe to 
ſlavery, that it would be very rare if thoſe fugitive wy? did not _ 
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That part of the debt of the ſtate of Maſſachuſetts for eh — 
Union did not undertake to be reſponſible amounted to two millious 
fix hundred and ninety- eight thouſand two hundred and eighty dollars. 
In 1794 the legiſlature ordered a loan in which every kind of paper 
iſſued by the ſtate was receivable.” They confolidated the debts due 
for the pay of the troops during the war and for the purchaſe of pro- 
viſions, by notes bearing an intereſt of five per cent: they increaſed-the 
taxes to pay the intereſt of this conſolidated debt, and provided that the 
ſums due for ſtate lands already fold, as well as the moneys ariſing from 
future ſales, ſhould be appropriated to the payment of the capital. 

The 'preſent debt of the ſtate is two millions three hundred, and 
fifty thouſand dollars, which, at five per cent, pay a yearly. intereſt of 
a hundred and ſeventeen thouſand five hundred dollars. The annual 
expences of government amount to one hundred and twenty thouſand 
dollars. To meet theſe demands, the government has an intereſt of 


thifty thotifand dollars accruing from moneys 3 bank of 
the 
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the United States, and ſiſty-· ſeventy ihouſand five hundred and eighteen 
dollars paid by the treaſurer of the Union as intereſt on the debt of the 
United States. To theſe ſums it adds a hundred and forty-nine Wee 
ſix hundred and twenty-two dollars arifing.from taxes. 
The produce of the ſales of land belonging to the ſtate is Jodged in 
the hands of commiſſioners, to be applied to the extinction of the Gate. 
debt, of which three hundred: thouſand dollars have already been re- 
deemed in that manner.— The town and and taxes. 0 much more 
rapidly than thoſe impoſed by the ſtate. tions 


-* + - 1 PUBLIC REVENUES. 


Tbe ſtate taxes beat upon every kind. of property, even upon un- 

ö cultivated lands. A new valuation of property is to take place every 
ten years. With this view, the aſſeſſors of the different townſhips 
| annually ſend to the ſecretary of ſtate a ſchedule of all territorial pro- 
| perty, with all the details neceſſary to ſhew of what nature it is, and 
in what ſtate of cultivation: 2dly, a ſtatement of all the kinds of pro- 
i perty, houſes, ſums embarked in commerce, ſums depoſited. in the 
1 banks} even ready money, and furniture of every kind: zh, a «bf of 
* the inhabitants above the age of ſixteen years. 

This information reſpecting the different ſpecies of 8 — for 
its object the procurement of as exact a knowledge as poſſible of the 
wealth and income of the entire ſtate, and a clue to ſerve as a guide 
in apportioning the taxes among the different counties and townſhips. | 
Proprietors refuſing to deliver in a written. liſt of their taxable property 
are ſubject to an arbitrary valuation by the aſſeſſors. The laſt general 
valuation, made in 1702, exhibited a maſs of taxable property to the 
amount of nine hundred and thirty-ſeven thouſand fix: hundred aud 
ninety-eight pounds, Maſſachuſetts currency, or three millions one 
hundred and twenty - five thouſand fix hundred and ſixty dollars. In 
this valuation all ſpecies of property are rated at ſix per cent on their 
3 except uncultivated lands, which are qnly rated at 


two; 


; 
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two ; and by it the taxes of the different townſhips are apportioned in 
the ratio of ſo much for every thouſand pounds, and the individual 
quotas are regulated in the ſame proportion. 

In this apportionment 1s included the poll-tax, which is only a half- 
penny for each perſon liable to the tax. The number of theſe was, in 
1792, found to be a hundred and fix thouſand one hundred and ſixty- 
ſeven. The ſtate-treaſurer ſends to the different towns a ſchedule of 
the ſums to be levied in each for the uſe of the ſtate z and the taxes, 
thus apportioned, are to be aſſeſſed on the individual inhabitants by 
aſſeſſors choſen in each town, or, in default of them, by the Select- 
Men. If the duty were not performed by either, the court of juſtices 
of the peace would appoint aſſeſſors who would aſſeſs on the town 
guilty of ſuch negle& an additional rate, from one hundred dollars 
to three hundred and thirty-three and two thirds. The aſſeſſors 
choſen by the towns receive four ſhillings per day, thoſe nominated 
by the juſtices, ten. The aſſeſſors charge the town-colleQors with the 
levying of theſe taxes; and the latter are bound, within a given term, 
to pay the amount into the hands of the town-treaſurer. If the taxes be 
not paid within the ſpace of five months, the ſtate-treaſurer ſends an 
order to the ſheriff to enforce payment by ſelling a ſufficient quan- 
tity of the property belonging to the town in arrear. Means are 
provided by the law to infure the collection, and to puniſh negle&, of 
whatever kind or degree, either in the officers, or in the perſons failing 
to make payment. The general court of juſtices of the peace can 
give redreſs in caſes of over-charge. - The collectors are nominated by 
the towns: in default of collectors, the taxes are levied by the conſtables, 
or, in default of conſtables, by the ſheriff. The towns agree with the 
collectors reſpecting the rate of commiſſion allowed to them for the 
levying of the taxes: it is five per cent when the tax is levied by the 
ſheriff or his deputies, exeluſive of the incidental charges occaſioned 
by their abſence from home. | 

The balance drawn by the commiſſioners appointed to ſettle the ac- 
counts between the United States and the individual ſtates makes the 


Vor. II. 7. ſtate 
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tate of Maſſachuſetts creditar to the Union in the ſum of two mit- 


lions two hundred and forty-eight thouſand eight hundred and one 
dollars. | 

The ſtate of Maſſachuſetts is divided into ſeventeen counties, and 
about three hundred and eighty towns or townſhips, ſubje& to ſepa- 
rate taxation, The taxes, however, notwithſtanding all the regula- 
tions of which I have ſpoken, are not very punctually paid in Maſſa- 
chuſetts. Of a tax of one hundred and fifty thouſand dollars impoſed 
in June 1794, and which ought to have been paid into the treaſury on 
the firſt of April 1795, about fourteen thouſand were paid within 
the term preſcribed—four thouſand more within the enſuing three 


months —ſeventeen thouſand within the next three months—41in three 


months more, nineteen thouſand—and twenty-two thouſand within 


the three following months, that is to ſay, twelve months after the 


time preſcribed : finally, the remainder, with the exception of three 
or four thouſand dollars, was paid within the next quarter after the 
lapſe of the firſt year. | 


POLICE AND LAWS, 
A law of the ſtate ordains that no inoculations ſhall take place ex- 


cept in the hoſpitals eſtabliſhed for that purpoſe. It preſcribes wiſe 
precautions in caſe the natural ſmall-pox ſhould break out in any 


diſtrict with a certain degree of violence: and although it be, in my 


opinion, better to encourage inoculation by allowing perfect freedom 
in that reſpect, no blame can attach to theſe precautions, which, how- 
ever ſtrict, are very far from operating as the prohibitory ſyſtem of 
Virginia. . . 5 

The laws againſt debters are at once mild and energetic: they ſe- 
cure, as far as poſſible, the rights of the creditor. 

The influence of the clergy procured in 1794 the enactment of a 
law prohibiting on ſundays every kind of amuſement, walking for 
pleaſure, travelling, fiſhing, under the penalty of a conſiderable fine. 

| The 
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The preamble. to this law is a complete piece of puritanical rant; 
and its various claufes are in perfect uniſon with the preamble. Men 
of ſeuſe, when ſpoken to reſpecting it, acknowledge its abſurdity, but 
aſſert that this new act, in ſuperſeding the former laws on the ſubject, 
has removed a great number of regulations ſtill more abſurd and ſevere, 
and that it is a neceſſary progreſſion to another that will ſoon be enact- 
ed, by which the prohibitions on ſundays will be confined to the open- 
ing of ſhops and public houſes, 

The legiſlature meanwhile beſtows its attention on various im- 
provements, roads, canals, uſeful eſtabliſhments. The majority of 
the members of that body are not very enlightened in the ſcience of 
adminiſtration—a deficiency which is common to them with all the 
legiſlatures of the Union, and which ought not to appear ſurprizing in 
a country yet ſo new: but they are commendable for the goodneſs of 
their intentions, their moral integrity, and their benevolence. 

The legiſlative body of Maſlachuſetts has not, like the aſſemblies of 
ſeveral of the other ſtates, been accuſed of corruption in money-mat- 
ters: ſome of its members, however, have not eſcaped ſuſpicion: and 
indeed the manner in which certain laws are carried may well af- 
ford room for ſuch ſurmiſes. All the acts muſt be read three times 
in each houſe before they paſs : but the caſe is different with reſolu- 
tions, which require only a fingle reading previous to their acquiring 
the force of laws. No article of the conſtitution, no poſterior act, has 
drawn the line of diſtinction between what ſhall be preſented as a 
law and what may be introduced under the form of a reſolution; 
Cuſtom indeed has eſtabliſhed the practice of bringing forward un- 
der the ſhape of laws whatever concerns taxation, public inſtitutions, 
&c. and making matters of inferior importance, ſuch as private de- 
mands and claims, the ſubjects of reſolutions. 

But, as there exiſts no fixed rule in that reſpect, it often happens 
that objects of general intereſt, and materially important to the ſtate, 
are introduced in the ſhape of reſolutions : ſuch, for inſtance, was 
the ſale to Robert Morris of the right of pre-emption of a quantity of 
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land in Maſſachuſetts at the rate of five pence per acre, and that of 
an enormous tract in the diſtrict of Maine to Mr. Bingham and ſe- 
veral others, alfo at a very low price. A member of either houſe can 
find no difficulty in preſenting ſuch a reſolution at the moment when 


he finds himſelf unreſtrained by the preſence of thoſe from whom he 


may apprehend oppoſition, and thus carrying it. It was under ſuch 
circumſtances as theſe that ſuſpicions aroſe againſt certain members 
who at the time were poſſeſſed of influence ; but no proof has been 


| diſcovered to confirm them. 


It is aſtoniſhing that every thing, whether nearly or remotely, con- 
nected with finance is not invariably ſubjected to three readings. It is 
true, the governor's ſanction is required for reſolutions, as well as for 
laws that have undergone a longer diſcuſhon : but a prudent governor 
would not venture to paſs his negative on a reſolution of both houſes, 
unleſs he had convincing evidence of its being ſtrongly prejudicial to 
the intereſt of the ſtate. 

In either houſe of the legiſlature there are few influential members; 
or it may even be ſaid that there are none, and that the influence of 
thoſe- who poſſeſs a greater ſhare of it than the others is ſo temporary 
that not one of them is ſure of carrying a motion when he makes it. 
There are here, as elſewhere, - preparatory committees and petty in- 


trigues which are ſometimes ſucceſsful, but oftener otherwiſe. 


The lawyers in Maſſachuſetts have greater influence than any other 
body of men on the public opinion ; and next to them the prieſts: but 
none of them poſſeſs more than a moderate ſhare of it: nor is there to 
be found here, as in ſeveral other ſtates, any perſon who, by his own 
perſonal influence or that of his friends, is able to govern the public 
opinion, the deliberations, the elections. The intereſt, even of thoſe 
who ſtand higheſt in that reſpe&, does not extend beyond their own 
diſtrict. 

The anti-federal party, of which ſo much is faid, and which is 
branded with the moſt odious epithets that can be deviſed, does not 
exiſt in Maſſachuſetts, in the true ſenſe of the appellation, more than 


in 
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in any other part of the United States. This truth being once ac- 
knowledged as it ought to be, the anti- federaliſts muſt, in the eyes of 
every impartial obſerver, be reduced to a ſimple oppoſition- party, 
which, however, will be equally far from pleaſing thoſe Who cannot 
brook oppoſition of any kind. 

The oppoſition- party here are labouring to prevent the zovernidat 8 
from acquiring additional ſtrength, bends they think the executive 
branch is already too ſtrong, and eſpecially that it aims at the ex- 
tenſion of its prerogatives. They diſcourage the affection for England, 
and entertain more favourable diſpoſitions toward France: and, like 
every other party in the world, they act as a party; that is to fay, 
they ſometimes exceed the bounds of reafon and juſtice. I think, 
then, that the other party do not affect to talk ſo loudly of the oppoſition 
with any other view than. that of acquiring for themſelves a greater 
number of partifans and ſapporters ; for they cannot ſeriouſly conſider” 
the efforts of their opponents as an obſtacle to them in any meaſure of 
real utility. On both ſides are ſeen men of great virtue, men warmly 
attached to their country, and animated by a fincere love: of uw 
order, 


ROADS. 


The roads in the ſtate of Maſſachuſetts are kept in repair at the ex- 
pence of the townſhips through which they paſs. 

From this regulation, which at firſt ſight appears ſo 3 it 
reſults that in the leſs opulent townſhips the roads are in bad repair, 
and thus the expence incurred by thoſe which are more wealthy does 
not completely anſwer the intended purpoſe of facilitating the corive- 
nience of communication. This difadvantage is ſometimes removed 
by grants from the legiſlature to particular townſhips for that object; 
ſometimes alſo by ſubſcriptions raifed in the neighbouring townſhips” 
with the ſame view. But theſe extraordinary aids are rare; and the 

invariable 


& 
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invariable conſequence 1s that i in the poorer townthips the roads are in 
worſe condition. 


ADMINISTRATION OF THE POOR. 


Ihe poor are allo relieved by taxes on the townſhips, which, like 
thoſe for the roads, are laid on by the county- ſeſſions, whenever the 
rates propoſed by the Select- Men do not meet the approbation of the 
townſhip—an event which ſeldom happens. But a pauper is not 
maintained at the public expence except when he has no relative in a 
direct line aſcending or deſcending, who is capable of ſupporting him. 
If he had any, and they refuſed to afford him a maintenance, they 
would be compelled to it by the ſeſſions. Caſes alſo gccur, when, a 
relative in line direct not being in ſufficiently eaſy circumſtances, the 
Select-Men enter into an agreement with him that he ſhall pay at leaſt 
a part of the annual ſum neceſſary for the ſupport of his indigent kinſ- 
man. Agreements of this nature are made on an amicable footing, 
and on equitable terms: no perſon refuſes to accede to them: and if 
a refuſal were given, the ſeſſion would award the payment of a ſum 
probably more conſiderable than that demanded by the Select-Men; 
in addition to which, the family would alſo have to pay the coſts of 
ſait. The Select-Men are bound to take care that poor travellers 
receive due aſſiſtauce in caſe of ſickneſs. The ſtate re-imburſes to 
them the expences incurred on ſuch occaſions. 


MILITARY ESTABLISHMENT, 


Seventy-nine regiments of infantry, eleven of cavalry, and cight bf 
artillery, compoſe the militia of the ſtate of Maſſachuſetts, and together 
form an aggregate of fifty-five thouſand men. Beyond the age of forty 
years a citizen is not ſubject to militia-duty ; but, until fixty, he is 


liable to be called upon in urgent caſes, Citizens of the latter deſcrip- 
tion 


\ 
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tion conſtitute what is called the reſerved corps, which furniſhes an 
additional force of above twenty-five thouſand men. 


GENERAL SPIRIT OF THE PEOPLE. 


Although the greater number of the rich inhabitants of Boſton are 
merchants, that claſs is not here, as at Philadelphia, the predominat- 
ing claſs; nor do they, as at Charleſton, hold the ſecond rank in 
ſociety. They are preciſely what they ought to be—they ſtand on a 
footing of equality with their neighbours, and enjoy no ſuperiority 
over any other body of men. 

Independent of the ordinary trade of the merchants of all countries, 
they indulge very much in ſpeculation ;- and ſpeculation is the favourite 
paſſion of the inhabitants of New-England, who generally feel a more 
active deſire than the people of the South to acquire large and rapid 
fortunes ; whether that diſpoſition be, or not, the er of their 
more enterprizing character. 

But their ſpeculations are not always ſucceſsful | and at this moment 
conſiderable ſums are about to be loſt at Boſton by the ſale of the 
Yazzow lands in Georgia, which the late legiſlature of that ſtate have 
thought it their duty to annul. From the following circumſtances 
ſome idea may be formed of the extravagance with which the New- 
England ſpeculators, and particularly thoſe of Boſton, engaged in 
that buſineſs. The original price of thoſe lands, as I have before re- 
marked, was about one cent, or a hundredth part of a dollar, per 
acre ; and they have been fold at Boſton ſo high as twelve, and 1 be- 
lieve even higher. Two or three agents of two of the four compa- 
nies who had obtained thoſe lands from the ſtate came to Boſton with 
their title-deeds empowering them to fell. They opened a kind of 
office, to which purchaſers flocked in ſuch crowds, that thoſe gentle- 
men, taking advantage of this inconceivable infatuation, raiſed the 
price each day, often twice in the day, for the purpoſe. of more 
ſtrongly exciting the general eagerneſs and taking away all time for 

reflection. 
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reflection. There were ſales and ſub- ſales without number: ſome of 
them were ſecured by a ſtipulation of reſponſibility on the part of the 
ſellers, who engaged to give poſſeſſion of the lands : but few of the 


numerous bargains were attended with this clauſe ; almoſt all being 


concluded on the bare ſecurity of the titles, without any power of 
coming upon the venders. In many inſtances the purchaſes were 
made partly with ready money, and in all caſes with notes payable at 
different periods. Theſe notes were dextrouſly put into circulation 
by the venders ; and the purchaſers now find themſelves diſappointed 
of the lands, while a great part of their notes are gone out of the. 
poſſeſſion of thoſe to whom they had given them. Every claſs of 
men, even watch-makers, hair-dreſſers, and mechanics of all deſcrip- 
tions, eagerly ran after this deception ; in which Boſton has ſunk above 
two millions of dollars. Some of the buyers declare that they will not 
releaſe their notes, and have even announced their intention in the 
public papers : but this is nothing more than a menace reſulting from 
anger and indignation. The notes have, in great part, paſſed into 
other hands: they have been received by perſons wholly unconnected 
with that ſpeculation, and who cannot be excluded from payment 
without a moſt glaring a& of injuſtice which muſt materially impair 
the credit of thoſe who originally gave the notes. The courts of juſtice 
moreover would decide againſt” them: and thus, after conſiderable 
trouble, they muſt at laſt make good the payments and be content to 


remain deſtitute of lands. 


Many of the purchaſers, whoſe notes were not gone out of the hands 
of the venders, have compromiſed matters with them by diſcounting 
the notes at half their value, but in ready money, and retaining their 
claim to the lands ſo far as the ſellers can make it good: but this 
amounts to a nullity: for the original agreement will never be con- 
firmed; it being a fraudulent tranſaction, and comprizing millions of 


acres that did not belong to the ſtate of Georgia which ſold them. 


Thus many ſpeculators in Boſton and other parts of New-England 
have been either utterly ruined or at leaſt materially injured in their 
a fortunes 
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fortunes by that ſpeculation. If one could without regret behold the 
ruin of ſo many honeſt men who fell victims to their own credulity, 
one might enjoy this diſappointment of a ſet of ſpeculators who were 
ſufficiently greedy to purchaſe, without examination, without reflection, 
and with the ſole view of exorbitant gains in Europe, tracts of land at 
the diſtance of nine hundred miles from their home, while their own 
country preſented them with more honourable and eſpecially more 
ſimple means of acquiring a fortune, or increaſing that which they 
already poſſeſſed. But it is intolerably mortifying to ſee that the four 
land-companies of Georgia, who bear the entire guilt of the iniquitous 
bargain, are enriched by their villany; and that their perfidious 
dexterity in this train of corruption and deceit has thus thrown into 
their hands ſeveral millions of dollars, for which they neither have 


given nor are capable of giving any equivalent to thoſe of whole folly 
they have taken advantage. | | 


EXPORTS. 


In my journal of laſt year I noticed the value, for the laſt five years, 
of the exports ſrom the different ports of Maſſachuſetts: which 1 had 
viſited. To thoſe details I now add the total amount of the exports 
from the entire ſtate during the ſame period, including even that of 
the preſent year. In 1791, it was two millions five hundred and 
nineteen thouſand fix hundred and forty dollars—in 1792, two millions 
eight hundred and eighty-eight thouſand one hundred and three—in 
1793, three millions ſeven hundred and fifty-ſeven thouſand three 
hundred and fifty- five in 1 794, five millions two hundred and ninety- 
two thouſand two hundred and forty-four-—in 1795, ſeven millions two 
hundred and eighteen thouſand nine hundred and eight—in 1796, nine | 
millions nine hundred and forty-uine thouſand three hundred and forty- 
five.—ln 1787, the value of the exports from the different ports of the 
ſtate amounted to no more than one million five hundred and eighty- 
eight thouſand ſeven hundred and ninety-three dollars. 

Vor. II. A a AN 
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AN ACCIDENT. 


Previous to my departure from Boſton where contrary winds de- 
tained me a week longer than I had propoſed to ſtay, I eſcaped, in com- 
mon with twelve hundred other perſons, from a danger to which it 
might have been expected that a great number of us would in all pro- 
bability have fallen victims. 

A Frenchman well {killed in horſemanſhip, who had a few weeks 
before arrived in the town, erected a circus for his exhibitions. The 
agility, the perfection, the gracefulneſs, with which he achieved on 
horſeback ſeveral feats that no man of his profeſſion had ever before 
attempted, together with the richneſs and taſteful elegance of dreſs diſ- 
played by himſelf and his company, attracted to each performance a 
great number of ſpectators, although there was another exhibition of 
the ſame nature in the town. Upward of twelve hundred perſons 
were there aſſembled on Monday the fifth of September, when the 
roof—loaded with above a hundred boys, who, notwithſtanding ſuch 
prohibition and watchfulneſs as could be expected from the imperfect 
police of the town, had clambered up to enjoy the fight through the 
chinks left between the boards—fell in ſuddenly at once in every part. 
As the boards which formed that pyramidal roof were faſtened to the 
{mall roofs that covered the boxes by which the circus was furrounded, 
ſome of thoſe leſſer roofs were involved in its fall: but they fell ſucceſ- 
ſively, and in ſuch manner as rather to cloſe the boxes on the infide 
than to cruſh them. Not one of the number experienced the latter 
fate: not a ſingle ſpectator was hurt; and, thanks to the extraordinary 
calmneſs diſplayed by each individual during this alarming incident, 
there was not even any througing on the ſtair-caſes by which the 
chief part of the ſpectators retired : ſome let themſelves down into the 
area by fliding along the fallen roofs ; others deſcended from a window.“ 
A fingle one of the boys who were on the roof ſtruck his head fo vio- 


lently againſt a plank in his fall that his life was for a long time in 
danger, 
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danger. At leaſt forty others, who fell from the fame height with him, 
were not even hurt. It is impoſſible to conceive how ſo great an ac- 
cident ſhould have been attended with no greater miſchief: it is one 
of thoſe ſingular events which might not again occur with all the 
| ſame circumſtances during the courſe of many centuries, and in which 
a man is not ſorry to have been a party concerned, when he has fo 
fortunately eſcaped from the danger. | 


SECOND VISIT TO THOMASTOWN.—FURTHER OBSERVA- 
TIONS ON THE DISTRICT OF MAINE. | 


I went by ſea from Boſton to Thomaſtown, for the ſecond time, 
on the twelfth of September. 

The family of General Knox is one of thoſe in America to which I 
am the moſt warmly attached. I therefore experienced a ſincere 
pleaſure on ſeeing myſelf once more among them; and the pleaſure 
ſeemed to be mutual. The general's ſettlement aſſumes conſiderable 
ſtability. A part of his uſeful projects begin to be realized; and the 
popularity which he derives from his pleaſing manner toward all thoſe 
who have any buſineſs to tranſact with him, as well as his gentle and 


frank mode of proceeding with the unlicenſed ſettlers on his lands, 


confirm all his proſpects of ſucceſs. He is buſily employed in clearing 
foreſts, making lime and bricks, erecting mills, building veſſels, im- 
proving his lands, and forming an nn. nurſery for cattle on 
Brigadier Ifland. 

His friends blame him for expending large ſums of money: and 
perhaps it may be aſſerted with truth that his works coſt him more 
than, with greater regularity and watchfulneſs, they ought to coſt him. 
But he cannot himſelf beſtow that watchful attention with the neceſ- 
ſary aſſiduity; he undertakes too many things at once, to be able each 
day to inſpect them all with ſufficient care. Truſty agents, who are 
rare in every country, are more rarely to be found in America than 
elſewhere, and ſtill more ſo in a country ſo thinly inhabited as the di- 
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ſtrict of Maine. But this flight want of order and economy in the ge- 
neral's undertakings, though it will no doubt diminiſh his profit, will 
however not prevent it from being ſtill very conſiderable. 

Among the direct profits of his enterprizes he may reckon one of a 
more important nature that he will derive from the increaſed value of 
lands, which will be the conſequence of that en and thoſe im- 
provements. 

His example excites and encourages iwandey in many of his neigh- 
bours, and the induſtry of his neighbours further enhances the value 
of his lands. Thus his calculations are juſt: and while he obſerves in 
his undertakings all the economy and regularity which ſurrounding cir- 
.cumſtances will admit,” he cannot incur the cenſure of any except 
greedy miſers, or men who have not ſufficient diſcernment to anticipate 
all the probable conſequences of his enterprizes. 

Timber has riſen in price ſince laſt year, but fire-wood in a higher 
proportion than any other : the cord of the latter was fold laſt year for 
a dollar at the water-ſide; it is now at a dollar and half; and there 
is not found a ſufficiency for the ſupply of Boſton, where the price is 
at preſent five dollars, and will be from ſeven to nine within two 
months. 

Lime has fallen in price in conſequence of the number of kilns that 
have been erected. The barrel of fifty gallons was laſt year fold for 
ten ſhillings and nine pence; at preſent the price is from eight to 
nine ſhillings. 

Hay has riſen one tenth, but merely on account of the drought of 
the ſeaſon. 

The price of cattle, however, has riſen one ſeventh : a circumſtance 
which indicates ſome little increaſe of wealth in the country. * 

The number of veſſels now on the ſtocks is alſo more conſiderable. 
In Saint-George's River alone, eleven have been built ſince laſt year. 
The price of the workmanſhip has likewiſe riſen from three to five 
dollars per ton: the carpenter, who was paid ten dollars er month 


laſt year, now receives eleven. | | 
| 4 But 
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But theſe ſymptoms of increaſing wealth, together with the aug- 
mentation in the price of lands, are obſervable only on the ſea- coaſt 
or the borders of navigable rivers, 1 in _ neee m—_ oP the 
country. 1 
The number of new ebe is this no means confiderable : and 
every thing that 1 ſee and hear at preſent ſtill further confirms me in 
the opinion I laſt year entertained that immigration to this country 
cannot take place to any great extent unleſs it be excited by powerful 
inducements, by great eſtabliſhments, by large and judicious expendi- 
tures on the part of the great land- holders bers are 1 in en- 
couraging thoſe new ſettlements, 1 | ; 
The attractions of the country, the nature of than ſoil; iid Not 
alone be ſufficient to invite new ſettlers : and the diſtri of Maine will 
yet long continue in many parts a deſert, unleſs, by a ſueceſſion of means 
duly adapted to all the circumſtances, its population be accelerated and 
multiplied beyond the extent of its natural means 1 the annual 
increaſe it derives from immigrations. exits] {te bod 
Thoſe gentlemen who ſpeculate upon Change * not enter into all 
theſe calculations. They prefer the certain proſpect of two or three 
per cent per month to the probability of doubling or decupling their 
fortune by expences which would for a while divert a part of their cath 
from thoſe ſpeculations: and they expect from the unaided operation 
of time an increaſe in the value of their lands, which, however, will 
not by that ſlow proceſs ever take place in thoſe northern countries. 
Such is ſaid to be the plan intended to be purſued by Mr. Bingham, 
who, after having ſold to Mr. Baring for ſixty thouſand pounds ſterling 
one half of the twelve hundred thouſand acres of land which he poſ- 
ſeſſes at the head of Penobſcot-River, continues to hold the entire tract 
in conjunction with him as partner upon equal terms. He beſides 
owns three millions more of acres in other parts of the diſtrict of 
Maine. So much the worſe for him. He is not or at leaſt he cannot 
long be certain of quietly keeping in his hands ſuch extenſive tracts of 
land: and Mr. Bingham's popularity will not ſereen him from the in- 
| conveniences 
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conveniences which, in a country like this, may attend the poſſeſſion of 
ſo large a portion of the ſoil kept idle and r in the hope of 
an exorbitant gain. 

If great and judicious diſburſements were laſt year een as I 
think they were, to create a demand for, and conſequently to enhance 
the value of, thoſe immenſe tracts of land engroſſed by a few rich pro- 
prietors, the neceſſity has this year derived additional urgency from the 
treaty with Spain, which, by throwing open the navigation of the 
Miſſiſippi, excites a predilection in favour of the weſtern lands, and ſo 
far diminiſhes that which might have been entertained for thoſe of the 
diſtrict of Maine. The lands themſelves, as well as their. great 
produce of timber, will yet farther ſink in value, if Spain cedes to 
France the poſſeſſion of Louiſiana, which, in the hands of an active and 
induſtrious nation, will furniſh the means of vending a much larger 
quantity of timber, beſides holding out to new ſettlers the allurement of 
a milder climate in addition to that of excellent lands which will no 
doubt long continue at a much lower price than thoſe of the diſtri 
of Maine. 

Spain can herſelf create the ſame advantages' as France could in 
Louiſiana, if ſhe chooſes to retain it in her own poſſsſſion. It is there- 
fore matter of urgent neceſſity that the owners of eſtates in this part of 
the Union ſhould take meaſures for the ſale of their lands, and conſent 
to make- diſburſements which, however heavy in the firſt inſtance, 
will be repaid to them with ample intereſt, provided they be ſoon and 
judiciouſly made. Otherwiſe the ſpeculating proprietors will experience 
levere loſſes. 

In the diſtrict of Maine the queſtion is at preſent agitated, whether, 
taking advantage of the right which it derives from its population, it 
ſhall ſeparate from the commonwealth of Maſſachuſetts, and crect 
itſelf into an independent ſtate. Meetings have been called on the 
ſubject, and various petitions have been drawn up: and, to determine 
the queſtion of ſeparation, nothing more is required than to aſcertain 
the wiſh of the majority of the inhabitants of the ſtate, who will be 

conſulted 


BY TUE DUKE DF, rA ROCHEFOUCAULT EIANCOURT. 783 


conſulted next year. Their opinion was already taken on the ſubject 
four years ſince, and they declared againſt the meaſure, It is thought 
that on the preſent occafion the deciſion will be different; becauſe the 
increafe of population in the interior parts of the country has aug- 
mented the number of thoſe who, not being connected with Boſton by 
any ties of direct intereſt, anticipate none but beneficial conſequences 
from having the ſeat of their government nearer to their own homes. 
But the plan of ſeparation will experience à powerful oppoſition from 
the influence of the proprietors of thoſe immenſe tracts of land. 

Taxed as the diſtrict of Maine now is by the tate of Maſfachuſetts, 
it has but a very moderate burden of taxation to bear, becauſe it is con- 
ſidered as an infant province, as not yet having called forth into ac- 
tivity its lender reſources, and as containing extenſive tracts of unpro- 
ductive land which the ſtate of Maſſachuſetts herſelf has recently ſold 
to the great ſpeculators above mentioned. Thoſe vaſt poſſeſſious are 
therefore very lightly taxed at preſent. But the caſe will be different if 
the diſtrict of Maine be erected into a ſeparate ſtate: for, in the firſt 
place, the public expences will be increaſed ; and, on the other hand, 
the jealouſy entertained by the laborious and indigent claſs of proprie- 
tors againſt the poſſeſſors of immenſe tracts who, enjoying opulence 
in other ſtates, ſuffer their lands in this quarter to lie unimproved, in 
expectation of the time when they may be enabled to ſell them at a 
higher rate to thoſe ſame petty proprietors—will cauſe a conſiderable 
augmentation in the taxes on that ſpecies of property. It is known 
that thoſe lands have been purchaſed from the ſtate of Maſſachuſetts 
at a very low price: and the new ſtate of Maine will find het ad- 
vantage in augmenting the tax upon them, inaſmuch as it will compel 
the great proprietors to divide and ſell thoſe lands without delay, and 
conſequently will increaſe the number of inhabitants and the quantity 
of produce. 

Above one half of the diſtrict of Maine is owned by ſuch proprie- 
tors ; the principal of whom are—General Knox for the Waldo-patent, 
the Plymouth company, the company of the twenty townſhips, Ge- 
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neral-Lincoln, Mr. Charles Vaughan, and particularly Mr. Bingham 
—— poſſeſſes there from three to four millions of acres. 
Theſe ſimple facts ſufficiently ſhew what great obſtacles will be op- 
poſed to the formation of the ne ſtate: but thoſe obſtacles will pro- 
bably be removed, ſince it is a dee which WR: and the intereſt 


of the propl demand. 


RETURN TO BOSTON, 
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Aer twelve days ſpent at General Knox' $ babitation I quitted the 
diltrict of Maine, and returned by ſea to Boſton. I had gone by land 
in the preceding year ; and nothing now remained to gratify my curio- 
city in the courſe of ſo long and difficult a journey. The veſſels that 
dail from the diſtrict of Maine are ſo heavily laden with cumbrous 
articles that no ſpace is left open on the deck beyond what is neceſſary 
For the management of the helm; conſequently | there is no poſſibility of 
Walking; and a paſſenger muſt either confine himſelf to the cabin or 
fit on the cargo. That of the ſchooner in which I ſailed was fifty cords 
of fire - wood. F ortunately the weather Was fine —the cabin new and 
neat—the maſter, whoſe name is Kelleran, a very civil good-natured 
man—and my paſſage of only thirty-ſix hours' duration. 

f On the day preceding my arrival at Boſton, the preſident's procla- 
mation was received there, | in which he announces his firm determina- 
tion of retiring from public life. It is in the month of March next 
that the four years of his ſecond preſidency will expire; - and in De- 
cember of the preſent year the elections will be held for the choice of 
Pl perſon to be placed at the head of the federal government. It was 
therefore time that he ſhould announce his reſolution, which 1 cannot 
otherwiſe conſider than as a ſerious misfortune for the United States : 

for the office of preſident is not ſo well provided with the means of 2 
ecution as not to require ſome acceſſion of ſtrength from the popularity 
of the man who holds it, and from the ene repoſed in him by his 


fellow citizens. New,! in all the United States, no individual poſſeſſes 
lo 
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ſo many claims to the general conſidence as George Waſhington, nor 
does any individual enjoy it in ſo high a degree. 

That proclamation of, the eden, beſides What relates to his reſig- 
nation, contains alſo political counſels to the citizens of the United 
States, No man entertains a higher reſpect than Ido for the preſi- 
dent's merit and virtues; none is more firmly convinced that the ſole 
object of his conduct has invariably been the good of his country; but 
when a man is a native of France, he muſt have that opinion eſtabliſhed 
on very ſtrong grounds indeed, if he do not, in one part of the procla- 
mation, diſcover a marked antipathy to France, and a predilection for 
England, which bear a much ſtronger reſemblance to party-ſpirit than 
to the ſpirit of juſtice, or even, Iwill venture to ſay, to found policy. 
I do not mean that any blame can attach to him for the advice which he 
gives to his countrymen not to become dependent on any other nation ; 
but it appears that this counſel, delivered ſimply and in general terms, 
would preſerve all its force, its propriety, its juſtice; whereas, offered as 
it is in ſuch ample extent, aud with the characters Which accompany 
its development, one cannot be ſurprized that the preſident's enemies 
find in it a ſubject for cenſure: and among thoſe who eſteem and reſpect 
his virtues without feeling the influence of party-ſpirit, there are few, I 
believe, who would not have wiſhed that this over-long article had 
been treated in a different manner. Even the other parts of the pro- 
{pirit, are juſtly taxable with diffuſeneſs and unneceſſary length. - All 
the principles indeed are true, and the counſels good: but they would 
have been equally ſo, and would have appeared more ſo, if they had 
been delivered with conciſeneſs and ſimplicity. I have further heard it 
obſerved that the advices contained iu that proclamation are unſeaſon- 
ably given. It is (ſay thoſe who cenſure it) in vacating the chair after 
the expiration of his term, that his adieux would hn come at their 
proper time : but they are premature when the man who thus takes his 
leave of the public has yet ſix months to exerciſe his functions. 

That proclamation, as may rea ſonably be expected, meets with ad- 
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mirers who extol the very parts which moſt deſerve cenſure, as well 
as cenſurers who condemn in it what is entitled to nought but praiſe, 

This reſignation of the prefident, which was doubted through all 
America a fortnight ago, ſeems however to produce no ſenſation at 
Boſton ; it engroſſes no greater ſhare of the general attention than any 
_ other article of intelligence; and after the firſt day it ceaſed to be a 
topic of converſation. The defects and the merits of the proclamation are 
equally buried in filence. Does this indifference with which ſo important 
an event is viewed at Boſton ariſe from the circumſtance of the peo- 
ple's minds being wholly engroſſed by intereſted purſuits, ſo as to leave 
no room for any other object? or is it the offspring of conſtitutional 
apathy? Theſe are queſtions which ] ſhall be better able to determine 
when 1 have ſeen a greater number of people and viſited different 
places. In the mean time I am not the leſs ſurprized at what I here 
obſerve. 

During my ſhort PINE from Boſton, a fever, in which the phy- 
ficians who were conſulted diſcovered the characteriſtics of the yellow 
fever, broke out in a clofe narrow part of the town enjoying little cir- 
eulation of air, and inhabited by poor families. Almoſt every one who 
was attacked by it died within three days; and thoſe who approached 
the ſick caught the infection. A hint of the danger of this contagion, 
prudently ſuggeſted to the Select-Men, though without pronouncing 
the name of © yellow fever,” was productive of the ſalutary meaſure of 
cauſing the families who either were themſelves actually infected or had 
had communication with thoſe who were, to be removed from che town, 
their beds to be burned, and their houſes purified and ſuffered to ſtand 
empty, without alarming any one with a name which carries terror 
with it through every part of America. In conſequence of theſe pre- 
cautions the diſeaſe diſappeared. Few of the ſick perſons who were 
removed fell victims to it; no individual of their families caught the in- 
fection ; and Boſton, which loſt by this fever eight or ten of its inhabi- 
tants, now enjoys perfect ſalubrity. 

The fortifications of Caſtle-Iſland have fince laſt year been put into 
ſome what 
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ſomewhat better condition, The parapets are raiſed, and within their 
incloſure are placed a ſcore of cannons, forty-two-pounders, taken 
from the Engliſh during the laſt war. Theſe cannons are mounted on 
coaſt-carriages, in a kind of imitation of our French coaſt-batteries fo 
ſkilfully contrived by Monſieur de Gribeauval ; but the imitation is very 
imperfect: the carriages are heavy and clumſily made; the platforms 
are deficient in ſolidity, and the parapets ſo little elevated that all the 
men ſerving the pieces would temain expoſed to the fire of the enemy's 
ſhips that might attempt to enter. It is at the expence of the com- 
monwealth of Maſſachuſetts that Caſtle-Ifland has been put into this 
petty ſtate of defence, which is perhaps ſomewhat worſe thau nothing, 
ſince it is incapable of anſwering any good purpoſe, and at the ſame 
time inſpires a vain confidence. The legiſlature have poſitively refuſed 
to cede this ifland to the general government, which, as I have ob- 
ſerved in the journal of my firſt tour, had allotted funds to.put it into a 
Nate of complete defence. 


PORTSMOUTH. 


In going to Portſmouth I went over the ſame ground that I bad 
travelled laſt year in coming from it. 

The fever which carried off during this ſummer about forty per- 
fons at Newbury-Port, has now ſubſided. 

Epidemic diſeaſes generally ceaſe in every part of America at the 
commencement of the cold weather. The malady at Newbury-Port 
had, according to the aſſertion of the phyſicians, the characteriſtics of 
the yellow fever : but, fince the ravages cauſed by that diſtemper at Phi- 
ladelphia three years ago, the appellation is too lightly beſtowed on all 
epidemic bilious fevers, which, it muſt be owned, poſſeſs on this con- 
tinent a confiderable degree of malignity, and in the treatment of 
which the phyſicians do not ſeem to diſplay much ſkill. | 

Although theſe tevers have hitherto broken out only in the ſea · ports, 
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mapy medical men do not now, as in the beginning, think them im- 
ported from the Weſt-Indies, but conceive them, like almoſt all other 
epidemic diſeafes, to have originated in the country. That which 
prevailed at Newbury had its principal focus in a quarter contiguous to 
the port; but it alſo ſpread to ſeveral other parts of the town. It was not 
very deftruQtive, ſince in three months it carried off only about forty 
perſons from a population of five thouſand inhabitants: The phyſi- 
ciaus aſſert, that, notwithſtanding the ravages of that diſorder, fewer 
perſons have fallen victims this year at Newbury-Port than uſually die 
at the ſame ſeaſon, which is always fickly 1n a greater or leſſer degree, 
If this aſſertion be wel founded, the fact N be conſidered as extra- 


ordinary. 


© CONSTITUTION, LAWS, AND COMMERCE, ed NEW. 
HAMPSHIRE. | | ti by 


During fix days which I ſpent at Portſmouth, I dis ſome infor- 
mation reſpecting the ſtate of New-Hampſhire, which the ſhortneſs 
of my ſtay there laſt year had not allowed me to acquire. 

The new conftitution of this ſtate, framed in 1782, underwent a re- 
viſion in 1792. In its principal features it reſembles thoſe of all the 
other ſtates.” Here follows a ſhort abſtract of it. 

All the public functionaries, except _—_ of the REI department, 


are elected only for one year. 


The electors for all offices are the nen and the only n re- 
quired to qualify an elector are the payment of a tax, the age of 
twenty- one years, and the profeſſion of the proteſtant religion. This 
laſt intolerant condition, which is ſaid to have experienced great oppo- 
ſition as well in the original formation of the conſtitutioh in 1782 as in 
its reviſion in 1792, is required for all the offices in the ſtate. 

The ſenators are elected by diſtricts; and for this purpoſe an imagi- 


nary diviſion has been made of the ſtate into twelve diſtricts nearly 
i equal 
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equal in point of taxation. The ſenators are twelve in number, and 
chooſe from their own body a preſident, who performs the functions of 
lieutenant-governor whenever occafion fo requires. ie 

The legiſlature can alter the boundaries of the diſtricts according to 
the changes which may take place in their relative wealth. 

The qualifications for eligibility as a ſenator are, that the candidate 
have attained the age of thirty years, have reſided in the ſtate during 
ſeven years, and during one year in the diſtrict where he is choſens 
and that he poſſeſs a landed property to the amount of eight hundred 
dollars. | 

The repreſentatives muſt be at leaſt one and twenty years old, have 
reſided in the ſtate during two years, be at the time of their election in- 
habitants of the townſhip by which they are choſen, and poſſeſs an eſtate 
of four hundred dollars, of which two hundred muſt be in landed pro- 
perty in their own right. 

Each town or pariſh containing a hundred and fifty inhabitants Who 
pay taxes ſends one repreſentative, and an additional one for every three 
hundred and fifty more. Such pariſhes as do not come up to the 
former number are joined together or united with others that are more 
populous, according to local circumſtances. 

The ſame conditions which qualify for a ſeat in the ſenate are ſuf- 
ficient qualifications for the office of governor ; with only this differ- 
ence, that, in the latter caſe, the poſſeſſion of an eſtate of two thouſand: 
dollars is required. The governor is elected by townſhips, and muſt 
have. an abſolute majority of votes: in caſe none of the candidates 
ſhould have ſuch majority, the two houſes of the legiſlature elect by. 
ballot one of the to who have had the greateſt number of ſuffrages. 

The ſtate is divided into five counties, each of which elects in the 


ſame manner a member of the executive council. | 
The power and the functions of the two' houſes are the ne as in: 


the other ſtates. | 
The governor has a right to refuſe his Goriatare to bills which haves 


PUN through both Nous but he is 3 to do it within five days 
after 
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after they have been preſented to him; and, after his refuſal, a majority 
of two thirds: in each houſe can compel him to affix his ſignature. He 
nominates the judges, the ſheriffs, the general officers, the militia ſtaff; 
he is commander in chief of the troops, and can grant pardons; but all 
this muſt be done by the advice of this council. In caſes of nomination, 
the governor and they have the power of a mutual negative over each 
other. The judges are appointed during good behaviour; but none of 
their number can remain in office after the age of ſeventy years. 

The legiſlature of New- Hampſhire fits twice. a year. 

In their laſt ſeſſion the legiſlature have regulated the mode of chooſ- 
ing the fix electors who are to vote for a preſident and vice-preſident of 
the United States. Thoſe electors are to be appointed, in like manner 
as the governor of the ſtate, by the electors of each townſhip. The 
votes are to be tranſmitted.by the Sele&-Men to the ſecretary of ſtate : 
they are next to be examined by both houſes of the legiſlature, who will 
then declare the ſix electors. The perſons thus choſen are to meet on 

the firſt Wedneſday.in December. 

The laws of New-Hampſhire allow the utmoſt latitude of teſtamen- 
ary deviſe: but in caſes of inteſtacy one third of the property is aſſigned 
to the ſurviving huſband or wife, and the remainder divided in equal 
portions among the children, 

The criminal code, which is only a mitigation of the Engliſh code, 
{ill inflicts the puniſhment of death in numerous caſes. Whipping and 
the pillory are the ſecond gradation of puniſhment, and are appointed 
for a very conſiderable number of offences. In many caſes the corporal 
puniſhment may be avoided on payment of a fine. Stealers of horſes 
or other cattle, after having Rood expoſed in the pillory, are marked in 
the face with ſeveral black lines which time alone can obliterate. 
Thieves of every other kind are condemned to the ſame puniſhment 
in caſe of a repetition of their crime. F 

The law reſpecting Sunday, leſs tinctured with puerile ſuperſtition 
than that of Maſſachuſetts, confines its prohibitions to bodily labour 


and amuſements. 
| The 
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The finauces of the ſtate are in good order. At the concluſion of 
the war its general debt amounted to about five hundred thouſand 
dollars, of which three hundred thouſand have been aſſumed by the 
Union, which allows for them, as elſewhere, an intereſt of ſix per 
cent until they be reimburſed. The other two hundred thouſand, that 
remained as a debt on the ſtate, have been paid off by ſales of land and 
other ſpecial means; New-Hampſhire has at preſent in hand a fund of 
two hundred and fifty thouſand dollars, part in ſecurities of the: United 
States, part in the bank. 

The commiſſioners appointed to ſettle the accounts dane * | 
United States and the individual ſtates have declared .New-Hampſhire 
creditor in the ſum of ſeventy-five thouſand -and ſixty- five dollars.— - 
The expences of the government are ordinarily about twenty-eight - 
thouſand fix hundred dollars : they are ſometimes higher according to + 
circumſtances. In that ſum are not included the purchaſes of arms 
and ammunition required to furniſh the magazines to the extent pre- 
{cribed by the law. 

Slavery is not aboliſhed here by an expreſs law, as in Maſſachuſetts, ; 
The firſt article of the New-Hampſhire declaration of rights pro- 
nounces that all men are born equal and independent: but private in- 
tercſt has ſuggeſted an intetpretation of that article which. reſtricts its 
benefits to thoſe born after the promulgation of the conſtitution. There 
are however no ſales of ſlaves : the public authority is not exerted for 
the ſeizure of thoſe who run away; and the few flaves Who are in the 
ſtate are in all reſpects treated on the fame footing with other ſervants. . 
Their children are educated at the fame ſchools. The real evil, 
therefore, the degradation of flavery, does not exiſt in New-Hamptfhire; ; 
and the name of flave is hardly known in the ſtate. No better plan 
could be adopted by a People who ſtopped ſhort of total emancipation. 
For ſome years back the ſtate has impoſed no taxes. The ſegiſ- 
lature nevertheleſs make it a rule to exercife occaſionally the right of 
taxation, for the purpoſe of keeping the inhabitants accuſtomed to ſuch 
contributions, and alſo of increaſing the public reſources... The laſt: 

ſum 
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ſum" demanded was twenty-four thouſand dollars. Lands, movable 
property, cattle, even money in the funds, are ſubject to the tax: and 
the ſcale of proportion between the different articles taxed by the 
ſtate ſerves as a baſis for all the county and town rates, which, 
though 'more conſiderable than thoſe. impoſed by the ſtate, are 127 ing 
light. 

In the general affeſſment of the taxes, each county, and cach town= 
Thip in each county, has its particular quota aſſigned to it by the law, 
which may however vary in conſequence of any important changes 
n place in the wealth of thoſe townſhips or counties. | 
The mode of aſſefling and levying the taxes is nearly the ſame in New- 
Hampſhire as in Maſſachuſetts. The valuation of all taxable property 
is to be made every fifth year at fartheſt. The poll-tax, to which all 
men from the age of eighteen years to that of ſeventy are ſubject, is 
eight ſhillings per head. The total annual amount of taxable. pro- 
perty, according to the laſt valuation made in 1794, is forty-two 
thouſand and ninety pounds, or a hundred and forty thouſand three 
hundred dollars. The poll-tax payable by twenty-eight thouſand eight 
hundred and thirteen inhabitants makes a part of that ſum. The 
Select-Men are the aſſeſſors of the taxes in the different townſhips ; 
and it is to them that the ſtate-treaſurer ſends the ſchedule of the 
apportionment of the taxes. They are in conſequence authorized to 
demand of each inhabitant a yearly written declaration of his pro- 
perty. In caſe of deception in thoſe declarations, the Select-Men af- 
ſeſs the tranſgreſſor to four times the amount of the ſum at which he 
was rated. The inhabitants have the power of appointing the col- 
lectors; but the appointment is generally left to the Select-Men, who 
agree with the inhabitants for the expence of collection, which is from 
four to five per cent. The taxes are to be leffed and remitted to tlie 
treaſurer during the courſe of the year; and they are in general 
punctually paid. The law provides means for calling to accouut the 
Select - Men, collectors, ae &c, who are guilty of Weit“ or 
W 0 
10 The 


10 

The ſtate debt, of which I have not been able to learn the preciſe 
amount, is far from confiderable; and N will dp ood as _ . 
period be wholly extinguiſhed. ul 

The roads, and the fiiger=poſt which the law * e 
on them, are kept in repair by the townthips, that is to ſay, by the pers 
ſonal labour of each inhabitant; or à pecuniary commutation: in its 
ſtead. The rate for the maintenance of the poor is alſo à town ratet 
Several houſes are eſtabliſhed for their reception in different parts dk 
the ſtate, and are in . as ill _— as "ack r vr — 
everywhere elſe. 

Portſmouth is the only port of entry in the i of Kew? | 
Hampſhire. Exeter and Dover, Gtuate"in the inner pant of the ſame 
bay, and to which ſome veſſels of inferior tonnage: go up, carry on 
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no commerce except through the medium of Portſmouth, and have” 


no cuſtom-houſe. The exportations from Portſmouth aniounted;-in 
1790, to one hundred and thirty- ſour . thouſand” three hundred and 
nine - dollars—in 1791, to one hundred and fiſty-one thouſund four 
hundred and twenty- five in 1792, to one hundred aud eighty sone 
thouſand three hundred and ſixty- eight -in 1798, to one hundred and 
feventy-ſix thouſand and eighty-three—in 1794, to one hundred and 
fixty- four thouſand two hundred and ſeventeen in 17985, to two 
hundred and forty- ix thouſand three hundred and ficty- four-and, in 
the firſt fix months of the preſent year 1796, S 
two thouſand three hundted and fiftf-one. N 
The conſiderable incteaſe in the preſent year was e byit 
extraordinary circumſtance of ſeveral ſhips' eoming from the © Weſt! 
Indies, which, though conſigned to other ports, wers obliged to dig 
charge their cargoes here. The produce of the cuſtom- houſt duties 
on imported articles amounted, in 1790, to ſixteen thouſand five 
hundred and ſeventy-nine dollars—in 1791, to thirty=one thouſand 
ſeven” hundred and fiſty-four-in 1792, to- forty-five thouſand four: 
hundred and ninety-nine—in 1798, to fiſty- one thouſand ſever un- 
dred and n 1794, to fifty-· one thouſand eight hundred and 
Vol. II. | Cc three— 
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three—and, in 1795, to fifty-nine thouſand fix hundred and fifty-eight. 
The principal articles of thoſe importations are the productions of the 
Weſt-India iſlands—wine, ſoap, oil, and hemp, from Europe—and 
manufactured goods. It is with the French iflands that New-Hamp- 
ſhire carries on the chief part of her Weſt-India trade, and with Hol- 
land and Germany of her European. It is moſt commonly through 
the medium of Boſton, that ſhe receives her ſupplies of Britiſh goods. 
The veſſels belonging to Portſmouth that viſit asian. ſeldom touch 
there except on their return from Germany 

The productious of New-Hampſhire are Indian corn, wheat, barley, 
Tye, black cattle, goats, ſheep, hogs, borſes; mules, poultry, flax, 
hemp, pot-aſh, pearl-aſh; timber of every kind and in great quan- 
tities. Theſe furniſh matter for her exportations: but the local 
ſituation of the country, which removes from the vicinity of the ſea a 
great number of its inhabitants, and places them nearer to the Con- 
necticut and the North-River, cauſes a great portion of the produce to 
paſs: through Albany, New- Vork, and the towns of Connecticut.— 
New-Hampfhire re- exports moreover a great e of commodities 
imported from the Weſt · Indies. 

The total amount of the tonnage employed rob this fate. in foreign 
wat Was, in 1793, eleven thouſand ſeven, hundred and nine tons—in 
1404, twelve thouſand and eleyen-——in 1795, twelve thouſand nine 
hundred and ſeventy :—in the preſent year 1796, it is, thirteen thou- 
ſand five hundred and forty. In addition to this, the tonnage employed. 
in the coaſting trade and fiſheries was, in 1793, onę thouſand two 
hundred and ffty-five, toys—in 1794;, one thouſand four hundred and, 
twentyreight in 1795, one thouſand. four hundred and forty-ſix:— 
and it now amounts, in 1796, to. one thouſand. four hundred ;apd, 
fifty. 

8 3 5 New-Hamplhice PRION of 3 a 1 
and ninety thouſand ſouls. Although almoſt all the towuſhips, which 
are. generally of fix ſquare. miles, have been granted by the ſtate, ſome 
are yet wholly deſtitute of inhabitants, and many others contain very, 

117 * few. 
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few. It is only from its own population that this ſtate can expect 
any conſiderable increaſe ; for there is no immigration to it from 
other parts. The laws of New-England had long prohibited the ad- 
miſſion of any emigrants from Europe, except Engliſhmen, who are 
not eafily induced to quit their native country. Since thoſe pro- 
hibitory laws have ceaſed to be enforced, foreign immigrants are not 
more numerous in New-Hampſhire than at former: periods; becauſe, 
in the firft place, Connecticut, Rhode-Iſland, and Maſſachuſetts, have 
at preſent nearly their due quantum of population; and, in the ſes 
cond place, becauſe the tide. of foreign immigration, having long 
ſince taken its courſe toward the ſtates of New-York, Pennſylvania, 
&c. will, for a long time to come; flow in the fame channels, at- 
trated by motives of conſanguinity, and the various relations exiſting 
between the new immigrants and the old. Such immigrations from 
thoſe three populous ſtates of New-England, as do not take a weſtern 
direction, incline toward Vermont in preference to New-Hampſhire; 
becauſe in Vermont the lands are cheaper. The ſtate of Vermont, 
moreover, at the time of its formation; paſſed a law, unjuſt in itſelf, 
but favourable to a ſpeedy increaſe of population in the country. A 
great part of its lands had been granted in the maſs to the inhabitants 
of New-Hampſhire by the governors of that ſtate, of which Vermont 
then conſtituted a part. When erected into a ſeparate ' eommon- 
wealth, the legiſlature of Vermont declared that every perſon taking 
poſſeſſion of the uninhabited lands, by whomfoever owned, ſhould en- 
joy them unmoleſted during the ſpace of ſeven years. Allured by 
this invitation, outcaſts, debtors, needy adventurers,” flocked thither 
from all quarters. The inhabitants of New-Hampſhire, who were 
the proprietors of thoſe lands, fearing to ſee themſelves entirely de- 
prived of them, concluded bargains with the new-comers on what- 
ever terms the Jatter were pleaſed to allow. In conſequence of theſe 
tranſactions, the population of Vermont received ſo rapid an inereaſe, 
that, although ten years ſince jit hardly contained forty thouſand in- 
W og it now reckons above a hundred thouſand; and land ſtill 
Cc2 continues 


196 TRAVELS IN NORTH AMERICA, | Fl 


continues there at a lower price than in New-Hampſhire, where from 
one ta five dollars arc paid per acre in the interior part of the country, 
according to the number of inhabitants already ſettled in th townſhip 
where the purchaſe is made. 

Free ſchools are ſupported at the public charge in New-Hampſhire, 
uns in Maſſachuſetts ; with this difference, however, that in none of 
them do children receive the firſt leſſons in reading. The pupils are 
inſttucted in writing and arithmetic—in Latin, as far as Virgil and 
.Cicera—in Greek, fo far only as to tranſlate the Teſtament—and in 
the principles, of the Engliſh language. An academy at Exeter pur- 
ſues the courſe of education a little farther, and gives ſome tincture of 
the ſciences. The univerſity of New-Hampſhire is at Dartmouth on 
Oonnecticut- River. The parents of the children are bound to have 
them taught to read. The want of gratuitous inſtruction in that firſt 
ſtage is certainly a bar to the general diſſemination of, knowledge 
through the Nate. 

The more I ſee of America, the more Gray am I convinced that 
the underſtandings of the people are every-where good. The inhabi- 
tants are induſtrious ; each family has its domeſtic manufaQtories where 
the neceſſary articles of clothing are fabricated and died: yet few fa- 
milies refrain from purchaſing at the retailer's ſtore ſome European 
ſtuffs or ribands, that they may not, at the meeting on ſunday, appear 
leſs fine than their neighbours. 

The militia of New-Hampſhire is divided into twenty-eight regi- 
ments, and amounts to twenty-eight thouſand men, of whom two 
thouſand are cavalry, and fix hundred artilleriſts. 

Notwithſtanding the clauſe in the conſtitution which requires the 
profeſſion of the proteſtant religion as a qualification for every public 
office, unbounded religious freedom prevails in the ſtate, and almoſt 
every ſect of Chriſtians have here public places of worſhip. 

The moſt ancient ſettlements in New-Hampſhire were formed 
ſoon after thofe of Maſſachuſetts. Portſmouth and Dover are the 
places where the firſt eſtabliſhments were made. But diſturbances 

baving 
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having arifen in this province, and introduced a ſtate of anarchy which 
became intolerable to the majority of the inhabitants, they put them- 
ſelves under the protection of the colony of Maſſachuſetts which was 
in a much more flouriſhing condition, and where a more regular 
ſyſtem of laws was followed. They incorporated themſelves with 
Maſſachuſetts in 1042: but the province of New-Hampſhire be- 
coming more populous, and ſome diſcontents having broken out on 
occaſion of the ſuperiority which Maſſachuſetts aſſumed over it—and 
theſe diſcontents being moreover embittered by quarrels on the ſubjeR 
of religion—the inhabitants petitioned the Engliſh court that their 
colony might again become a ſeparate province; and accordingly, by 
an edict iſſued in 1079, Charles the Second granted their requeſt, and 
created New-Hampſhire a diftin& and royal province. 

One of the fix frigates voted two years fince by Congreſs was to 
have been built here: but, like thoſe of Portſmouth in Virginia and 
of New-York, it is among the three of which the national legiſlature 
at their laſt ſeſſion countermanded the conſtruction. The timber, 
which coſt ſo much money, remains in the dock-yard half-wrought ; 
and, notwithſtanding all the care which, people ſay, will be taken for 
its preſervation, a very ſmall portion of it will after a few years be 
fit for ſervice. In a dock-yard adjoining to that where this frigate 
was begun, the ſame workmen who were employed upon it are now 
building one intended to carry thirty-two guns, which was firſt laid 
on the ſtocks a month ſince, and is to be finiſhed by next ſpring. It 
is a preſent demanded of the United States by the dey of Algiers, as 
an inducement to his faithful obſervance of the treaty he has con- 
cluded with them. It is aſſerted that this condition, which the exe- 
cutive power of the United States is eager ſpeedily to comply with, 
is the reſult of a ſupplemental treaty which will remain unknown till 
the next ſeſſion of Congreſs ; but that there can exiſt no doubt that 
neceflity will oblige them to ratify it. When we recolle& that thoſe 
fix frigates were voted for the purpoſe of repreſſing the piracies of the 
Algerines—when we read the treaty ſince concluded, and lee a frigate 


given 
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given to thoſe ſame Algerines as a preſent from America we might 
reaſonably be ſurprized if the power of the United States, and the 
conſiſtency of their political ſyſtem, were held in high repute at Al- 
In going to Portſmouth, I purſued the ſame track as laſt year, 
through Salem, Newbury, Hampton. I have therefore no new in- 
formation to offer, except that almoſt every article is riſen in price, 
and that ſhip- building is carried on in all the creeks with ſtill greater 
activity than during the laſt year, as if trade were always to be car- 
ried on in American bottoms to the ſame extent. But the war can- 
not endure for-ever : and, on the return of peace, many of the ſhip- 
owners will diſcover that they might have employed their money to 
greater advantage. 

L returned from Portſmouth by the upper road: It was at 425 diſtance 
of ſeveral miles from the ſea, and it is not longer than the other; but 
it is leſs agreeable, and more difficult, inaſmuch as it croſſes mountains 
and ſands, and eſpecially as it lies 2 a leſs beautiful and leſs culti- 


vated. country. 


ExXETER. 


This town, fourteen miles diſtant from Portſmouth, is the ſcat of 
the government of New-Hampſhire, and ſituate in the county of 
Rockingham, on the river Surampſcot, at the head of the bay of 
Piſcataqua. It contains about three hundred and fifty houſes, and from 
ſixteen to ſeventeen hundred inhabitants. The houſes are tolerably 
neat ; and the place receives a good ſhare of activity from ſeveral mills 
for corn, paper, fulling, e chocolate, and ſawing, and from ſome 
iron-works. | . 

I have obſerved. that there was an academy in this town. It was 
incorporated 1n 178] by an act of the legiſlature, under the name of 
« Phillips's Exeter Academy,” from the name of a Mr. Phillips, a 
miniſter of Exeter, who was the . Principal donor to it, —Before the 
reyolution, 
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revolution, and at the time when Portſmouth. carried on an extenſive 
commerce, many veſſels were built at Exeter: but, ſiuce the decline 
of the trade of Portſmouth, the ſhip- building at Exeter has dwindled 
almoſt to nothing; not more than two or three veſſels being annually 
built there, and theſe being only ſloops. No veſſels above the burden. 
twenty tons can go up to that town. 17 
Under the head of Portſmouth I forgot to notice a ponicularieh | 
wb would there have been more properly placed than under the 
head of Exeter, although the ſame. fact exiſts here alſo, It is, that 
in that conſiderable town, where all the houſes except one or two are 
built of wood, the only mode practiſed for cleaning the chimneys is to 
ſet them on fire. That operation is performed in rainy weather, 
that the roofs, which are covered with ſhingles, may be the leſs ex- 
poſed to catch fire from the flying ſparks. There is not an inſtance 
on record of any miſchief having been cauſed by this ſingular proceſs 
of cleaning the chimneys. The want of chimney- ſweepers firſt gave 
riſe, to this practice, which is at length ſo thoroughly eſtabliſhed by: - 
habit, as to be now employed in preference to 9 other, even when 
ſweeps happen to paſs through the town. The ſame cuſtom almoſt 
uniyerſally prevails in all the ſmall towns or villages of New. 
and alſo in many other parts of America. | | „ 


HAVER-HILL. 


From Exeter to Haver-hill, the country wears the appearance of a 
deſert ; preſenting to the view an almoſt uninterrupted ſueceſſion of 
woods of the pooreſt kind and of the ſmalleſt growth—here and there 
a few acres cultivated—but bad land, bad culture, indifferent houſes: 
the traveller fancies himſelf at the diſtance of a hundred miles from 
any inhabited country. Within a few miles from Haver-hill the 
country aſſumes a more pleaſing aſpect; the land is better, the culti- 
vation more regular, and the houſes more ſightly. Haver-hill is in 
the ſtate of Maſſachuſetts, and fituate on the Merrimack, the ſame 
river 
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river which forms the port of Newbury. Over this river was built in 
1794 a tolerably handſome bridge, conſiſting of three wooden arches, 
each a hundred and eighty- two feet in breadth, and ſupported by ſtone 
piers and buttrefſes. This bridge is not ſufficiently light in its upper 
part: and as the intervals between the arches are not raiſed to a level 
with the tops of the vaults, there is a deſcent from each to the plats 
form of the pier, and an aſcent to the next, ſo as to render the paſſage 
unpleaſant, But civil architecture has not yet made ſufficient advances 
to improvement in this new country to admit of attention being paid 
to the convenienee of travellers. | | 
A conſiderable number of ſhips are annually built at Haver-hill— 
often fifty or ſixty. The greater number of them, are ſold in the 
fouthern ſtates. Only ſix veſſels are owned by the menghants,of this 
port, and employed in the Weſt-Indian and even in the, European 
trade: but they take their cargoes to Boſton, whence are procured 
the foreign commodities neceſſagy for the conſumption and trade of 
| Haver-hill, which ſupplies many townſhips in the back country. The 
ſtores here are nuqsſous and well ſtocked: and the manufactories 
that claim more particular notice are a pretty conſiderable one of 
ſail- cloth, and ſome diſtilleries. Although hemp is produced -hoth 
in New-Hampſhire and, Maſſachuſetts, that of Ruſſian growth is 
alone uſed in this cee and it is procured from 
Boſton. | 
I have been aſſured that veſſels of a hundred tons banden can come 
up to Haver-hhill in the bigh tides. This town, which contains be- 
tween two and three thouſand inhabitants, is moreover in a ſtate of 
increaſe : and a great number of handſome houſes are now a-building | 
in it. The price of land in its vicinity is a hundred dollars the acre: % 
at ſome diſtance, it is only thirty. The agriculture in its immediate 
environs is almoſt ſolely confined to Indian corn and meadow. It is 
eaſy here to procure workmen ; and their wages are four ſhillings and 
nine pence per day, and ſeven dollars per month. A maſon can earn 
| ſeven ſhillings, a houſe-carpenter nine ſhillings, and a ſhip-carpenter 
two 
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two dbllars. Philadelphia flour now ſell here at thirteen dollars the 
barrel, that of the country produce at fix or ſeven. This enormous 
difference ariſes not only from the difference in the beauty of the grain 
and in the goodneſs of the mills, but alſo from the adulteration of the 
country flour, which, not being ſubje& to any inſpection, is mixed with 
the flour of peas, beans, and potatoes, and thus is inferior in quality 
even to good Indian meal. 


RETURN TO BOSTON. e 


Beyond Haver-hill bridge the traveller enters the townſhip of 
Brentford, which is a part of the county of Eſſex, and where the land 
ſtill preſents the ſame appearance. In this townſhip is a conſiderable 
manufacture of men's ſhoes for exportation. The number daily pro- 
duced by the workmen of this little place is eſtimated at two hundred 
pair. Theſe ſhoes, which are of good materials and well made, are 
ſold at four ſhillings and nine pence halfpenny the pair. The leather 

employed i in mani them comes from the Wie pee: of Saint. Do- 
mingo. 

From Haver-hill to Boſton ts avonery 4 is quit#ich, abounding in 
good houſes and beautiful farms. The townſhip of Andover in par- 
ticular is remarkable for its charming meadows, and the numerous 
herds of fine cattle with which they are ſtocked. b | 

On this little journey I chatted, according to my cuſtom, with every 
one whom I found diſpoſed for converſation ; and it is not very common 
in America to find perſons who are averſe to it, eſpecially among thoſe 
who do not rank among the firſt olaſs of ſociety. I every-where ob- 
ſeved a ſenſe of reſpec for the preſident, but an indifference on the 
fubje&t of his reſignation. * He is old; and men cannot laſt for ever: Cr” 
fuch is the general remark. Beſides, leſs importance is attached to the 
choice of his ſucceſſor than I ſhould have expected. In this part of 
the country indeed the votes will be pretty generally in favour of John 
Adams. He is a good man,” faid to me a Colonel Beverley who 
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keeps a tavern : © Fallon is alſo a good man: we cannot fail to find 
good men in America.“ 

The general ſpirit and opinion of the people are the ſame here as 
throughout all New-England, and indeed in almoſt every part of 
America—a heart-felt coll ien of the ſervices rendered by France, 
and of the evils inflicted by England. Neither the new political ſub- 
tilities reſpecting the real motives of thoſe ſervices, nor the documents 
of national ingratitude which are the reſult of them, have yet impaired 
the friendly diſpoſitions entertained by the people of America toward 
France. They remember that ſhe aided them in the hour of need: 
they wiſh her proſperity, take an intereſt in her fucceſfes, and enjoy 
them with delight. They equally remember that England burned: 
and deſtroyed their houſes, and did them all the miſchief in her power. 
They would not however on that account join with France to wage 
war againſt England: they ſtill equally continue to ſupply their wants 
with the articles of Britiſh manufacture (which circumſtance, be it 
obſerved en paſſent, affords a juſt ſubject of animadverſion on the want 
of ſkilful management in the former French government) ; but they 
pour forth their ardent prayers for the welfare of France. The at- 
tachment to La Fayette, ſo perceptibly diminiſhed in the great towns 
even fince my arrival in America, has ſuffered no abatement in the 
other parts of the continent; and numbers of honeſt ſouls are every- 
where found who declare that a general tax, impoſed for the ſole pur- 
poſe of raiſing for him a conſiderable property, would be paid with the 
greateſt chearfulneſs throughout the whole extent of America. 


THIRD VISIT TO BOSTON. 


*This time I found Boſton in a ſtate of conſiderable agitation The 
cauſe is ſomething of a much more ſerious nature than the reſignation 
of the preſident: it is the intelligence of the reſolution announced by 
France of cauſing her ſhips of war and privateers to ſeize every neutral 
veſſel laden with goods of Britiſh manufacture. Already, I believe, in 

this 
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this journal, I have mentioned ſuch an event as likely to take place— 
as being a juſt and perhaps ovef-tardy retaliation for the capture of 
American ſhips laden with proviſions for France as a meaſure which, 

conſidered in a commercial view, inflicts a deeper wound on Britain 
than on America, ſince two thirds of the Eirgoes exported from or, itn- 
ported into America are the property of Engliſh houſes—and which, 

in ſhort, even if jt were to prove ſevere in its operation on the Ame- 
rican commerce, finds its apology in the late treaty concluded between 
England and America, in the active part which the American mer- 
chants took in that treaty, and in the facility with which they de- 
livered up to the Engliſh without reſiſtance or reclamation the veſſels 
laden for France. 1 do not think I am blinded by my affection for 
my country hen I thus juſtify the ſtep lately taken by her governors, 
and pronounc this ſevere meaſure to be within the bounds of that 
juſtice which is conſiſtent with the dreadful right of war. king . 

I am convinced that every honeſt man, . is unbiaſſed by private 
intereſt and abfolute maſter of his on opinion, will think as I do on 
the ſubject: but he could not, any more than I, flatter himſelf with 
the hope of bringing over the commercial houſes MEA merica to his ſen- 
timents: © a loſing gameſter cannot ſmile,” ſays the old proverb; and 
it is beyond all doubt that this deciſive act of the French government, 
the object of which is to ruin the manufactures and trade of England, 
will be deeply felt by the commercial fortunes of this continent. Ac- 
cordingly the merchants of Boſton, or at leaſt a part of them, exclaim 
againſt it as fraught with injuſtice, horror, treachery, and openly ex- 
preſs their wiſhes that America ſhould declare war againſt France. 
Theſe puerile wiſhes ſhew what loſs they fear, and how far their 
ſenſibility of it influences their judgement. 

That intelligence was the ſole topic of converſation in Boſton at 
the time of my arrival: nevertheleſs it found apologiſts among the in- 
habitants, even among thoſe engaged in trade. Since the more recent 
news that a French fleet is on its way to Halifax, people talk leſs 
loudly againſt that declaration: for fear, as well as intereſt, has its in- 
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fluence. If France, while ſhe does ſome little injury to the commerce 
of America, ſhows that ſhe has it in her, power to do ſtill greater, ſhe 
will find ſo many friends in all that claſs of the Americans who. now 
declare againſt her. Such is the mode that has been purſued by Eng- 
land; and, however painful it may be to make the remark, it is a good 
and effectual mode. Pn 

With reſpect to myſelf, it is with 1.2 I conſider the meaſure 
adopted by France as a mean of compelling England to a ſpeedy peace 
—an event which will prove a bleſſing to the Britiſh nation, and a ſtill 
greater -bleffing, to the inhabitants of France: for peace will more 
than any thing elſe contribute to give ſtability to their liberty and con- 
ſtitution, whereas they are both expoſed to conſtant danger by the war. 
Let us then hope that a durable peace will reſtore to Europe that 
tranquillity and ſecurity of which ſhe ſo greatly ſtands in need, and 
that France, capable of ſupporting the trying burden of proſperity, - 
will ſhow herſelf as great and generous at the moment of ſheathing the 
ford as ſhe has heck terrible while ſhe wielded it: let us hope that 
ſuch a peace will ſoon confer on the French people all that plenitude 
of happineſs Which they cannot fail to enjoy under a government who 
ſhall have leiſure to devote their thoughts to a good ſyſtem gf ad- 
miniſtration. 
Alfter a third reſidence of a week at Boſton, 1 finally quitted it to 
proceed toward Philadelphia. It was not without regret that I parted 
from ſeveral perſons who had continued to ſhow me the ſame multi- 
plied marks of friendly intereſt and obliging attention which they had. 
laviſhed on me in the preceding year. At the head of the liſt I will 
place Doctor Euſtis, a man as really good as he is agrecable, prudent; 
enlightened in his opinions, liberal in his ſentiments and ane 
esl amiable and eſtimable, and endowed with an independence of 
character which ſecures all thoſe qualities on a firm baſis. I have 
conceived for him a ſincere friendſhip, Which ſeparation. or Went 
will neyer prevent me from cultivating. 


MARL- 
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MARLBOROUGH, AND THE WILLIAMS FAMILY: 
: FEAT 

The firſt night of my journey, October 13, I ſpent at Marlborough 
in the houſe of the ſame Williamses where I had been fick laſt year, 
and had experienced ſuch remarkable attentions from the family. . I 
would not on any account have paſſed their door without ſtopping. 
They received me with cordial demonſtrations of pleaſure. People 
delight in ſeeing thoſe to whom they have rendered ſervice; and I felt 
a ſincere ſatisfaction in again beholding thoſe to whom I felt ſo many 
obligations. Honeſt Williams's crops have been good this ſeaſon in 
every department of his huſbandry. His farm, which I perambulated 
in company with him, is in excellent condition: he plentifully dungs 
his land ; and in conſequence his meadows yield him from fix to eight 
thouſand weight of hay per acre. He reaps from fifty to ſixty buſhels 
of Indian corn per acre ; and, the Indian corn bearing a price of ſeven 
or eight ſhillings the buſhel, each acre thus produces him about ſeventy 
dollars. The wages of his workmen are increaſed : laſt year they were 
ten dollars per month; this year they are twelve; and, at the time 
of the hay- making, he was obliged in ſome inſtances to pay fo high as 
twenty dollars. The lands of his farm would not, in their preſent 
ſtate, be ſold for leſs than three hundred dollars per acre : he lets ſome 
near his own habitation at a rent proportioned to the value of a hun- 
dred and fifty. * 1 
This country of Maſſachuſetts, however mountainous, is in a general 
ſtate of good cultivation: but although in ſome townſhips large quan- 
tities of wheat are produced, the principal objects of culture are In- 
dian corn, potatoes, and meadow. 

The political opinions of old Williams have undergone no change : 
he ſtill continues a zealous admirer of the preſident, ſtill hates the Eng- 
liſh, Speaking to me of the preſident's reſignatory addreſs, © Does 
it not,” ſaid he, © contain great truths? But what does he mean by 


that Ps and that antipatby which he does not wiſh the Ameri- 
cans 
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cans to entertain? It is ſaid that he alludes to the French and Eng- 
liſh: I ſhould not be over pleaſed with that: but the old man 
knows tnore of the matter than we ; and no doubt he has good rea- 
ſons for what he ſays.” : 


- BROOKFIELD. ” 


From Marlborough to Brookfield where ended my ſecond day's 
journey, the face of the country continues the ſame, and the ſame cul- 
tivation prevails. In the environs of Brookfield are raiſed wheat, 
barley, rye, a little Indian corn, and a great quantity of potatoes. 
Grounds kept in good order yield two hundred buſhels of the latter per 
acre, which being ſold at two ſhillings the buſhel, each acre yields of 
courſe a product of ſixty- ſix dollars. However abundant the crops of 
potatoes may prove, a ready fale is found for them at that price. In 
the vicinity of this place are reared great numbers of cattle, which are 
quickly taken off as ſoon as they are fit for the market. Excluſive of 
the conſumption in the town, which is not inconſiderable, large quan- 
tities of beef are here ſalted for expattation. Some horſes are alſo 
reared. The lands are dunged, but not near ſo well as in the neigh- 
bourhood of Boſton. „The meadows in good condition produce never- 
theleſs fix thouſand weight of hay per acre. Indian corn bears no 
higher price here than nine pence the buſhel. The lands in the central 
and moſt populous part of the townſhip ſell for two hundred and' thirty 
dollars the acre ; ſomewhat farther back, and in Jarge parcels, for no 
more than thirty-four : a few acres of picked land would be rated at 
ſeventy. A pair of oxen fit for the yoke coſt from ſeventy to a hundred 
dollars; good milch-cows from twenty-five to thirty. In theſe mm 
ſome augmentation has taken place ſince laſt year. 

In the election of the future preſident, the votes of this diſtri, Jn 
by far the greater part of New-England, will be in favour of John 
Adams: but it appears, though to my very great aſtoniſhment, that the 
nomination to that high office occupics only a very moderate ſhare of 


the public attention. 
PALMER. 
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PALMER. $99" k 
From Brookfield to Palmer the country is more hilly, and the tops 
of the hills are leſs cultivated : cultivation however extends to a cer= 
tain height up their ſides, as well as over the valleys. The meadows 
are covered with numerous herds of cattle, and of a good breed. 
Here the traveller has to paſs through more woods than he had yet 
met with ſince his departure from Boſton ,—Philadelphia flour, which 
had fallen two months ſince to ten dollars, has riſen in the country parts 
to thirteen and fourteen. That of domeſtic growth coſts only nine 


dollars : but, notwithſtanding this difference, the Philadelphia flour is 
preferred whenever it can be procured. 


» SPRINGFIELD.—THE ARSENAL, &c. 
; - 


As far as Springfield the country exhibits ſtill leſs appearance of cul- 
tivation ; and at fix or ſeven miles from that town it is no better than 
a parched tract of ſand where grow ſome diminutive pines. The ſoil 
is alſo very ſandy at Springfield : but the proximity of Connecticut 
River, and more careful culture, render it more productive. Rye, 
Indian corn, potatoes, and meadow, are the moſt frequent objects of 
cultivation. Some farmers ſow wheat, particularly on the new grounds: 
but of ten wheat crops hardly one is even” tolerable, as the land is"ex-- 
tremely ill manured in this diſtrict. In the town, land may be pur- 
chaſed for ſixty- ſix dollars the acre : in the centre, however, and near 
the river, there are acres which would coſt two hundred; but they 
are few : farther back, the value is from eight to ſixteen. 

The prices of the country produce and of labour are nearly the ſame 
here as at Palmer and Brookfield, or perhaps ſomewhat lower. It is 
eaſy to find workmen at four or five 8 per day, without food, 
and for nine dollars per month. 


eee is a neat and tolerably well-built village containing a 
| population 
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population of eighteen hundred inhabitants. Here is eſtabliſhed one 
of the arſenals of the United States, where muſkets are fabricated, 
cannons and howitzers caſt, gun-carriages conſtructed, &c. but in 
ſmall number. The magazines do not contain above ten thouſand 
muſkets, of which ſeven thouſand are French, and of the old make of 
1763. That model, which has long ſince been reformed in France, 
is the one which is followed in America; and the imitation is yet im- 
perfect. It cannot however be ſaid that thoſe muſkets are bad: 
their chief defect is that of being too heavy at the extremity. 

Thirty pieces of cannon, of which twenty are French, are alſo con- 
tained in theſe magazines. Thoſe of American foundery ſeemed to 
me to be well made: the carriages are ſo likewiſe : but their number 
and their ſpecies do not correſpond with the cannons and howitzers. 
In every particular, there appears to me a want of intelligence in the 
general direction of the ordnance in America. Befides, the quantities 
of arms provided do not amount to one twentieth part of what would 
be requiſite to put the country into a reaſonable ſtate of defence,— 
The magazines are in good order, and very well kept: the muſkets 
are furniſhed by a contractor, from whom the directors receive them; 
and he receives from the United States eleven dollars for each muſket. 
Another contractor ſupplies the cannon : but, as he was abſent on buſi- 
neſs, I could not learn any particulars reſpecting the price of theſe, It 
would be uſeleſs for me to enter into any further details concerning 
this arſenal, which, though one of the principal in the — ates, 
adds nothing to their ſtrength. 

AF Dede, Monſieur Pourchereſſe Bourguignon, YI an 
officer in the royal Swediſh regiment in the French ſervice, is an aſſiſt- 
ant to the director. He ſeems to be as good a man as he is unfortu- 
nate. He has a wife and children, and poſſeſſes no other means of 


ſupporting himſelf and them than the falary of his office, which 


is only three hundred and ſixty dollars per annum, But he has 
the good ſenſe to be ſatisfied with the Americans, to live on friendly 
terms with them, to enjoy my eſteem and affection, and to ſhew him- 

ſelf 
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elf grateful toward thoſe who have rendered him ſervice. His wifey 
yet in the years of youth, is intereſting by her figure, her misfortunes, 
and her fortitude... They both, have merited and gained the general | 
eſteem and intereſt of all the inhabitants of Springfield. 
There are beſides at Springfield a good diſtillery, a paper-mill, and 
a tannery: there was alſo a tolerably extenſive manufactory of ſail- 
cloth : but ĩt has fallen to decay in conſequence of the exceſſive price 
of labour in that branch together with the difficulty of procuring 
workmen or ind them to ſtay. Let me further obſerve that 
Springfield, whole firſt ſettlement dates from the year 1636, has dur- 
ing the laſt twenty years received no acceſſion of ne- inhabitants. 
Mr. Lyman, a member of Congreſs, for whom I had a letter from 
my friend Colonel Burr whom I had caſually met at Boſton, appeared 
to me temperate in his opinions, moderate and gentle in his diſpoſition. 
He is, like the majority of the ſtate which he repreſents, a federaliſt in 
his politics, but more tolerant than many others fot thoſe who think 
differently from bim, and whom-he neyertheletg, continues ta eſteem 
and love. The general temper ofthe people here, as in other 
parts of the country which Ive ausverſec; is that of 7 fag thi 
preſident, attachment to the conſtitution, avegſion tq war, and an ar- 
dently favourable diſpoſition toward the French e 
Excluſive of the ſmaller manufactories which I have atone as 
exiſting in Springfield townſhip, there is alſo a manufactory of caſt 
iron, belonging to an aſſociation of ſeveral partners, of whom one of 
the principal is a Calenel Smith, Who keeps a ſnop in the town. The 
ore which is employed in it is dug up from à ſwamp at the diſtahce 
| of a mile from the foundery, which is itſelf fout miles diftant from 
Springfield. This manufactory produces coarſe heavy works, prin- 
cipally pots for maple-ſugar, with which all the inhabitants of the 
back country provide themſelves: it likewiſe furniſhes: common pots, 
andirons, &c. For ſome time aſter its firſt eſtabliſhment at did a cons 
ſiderable deal of work: but it has experienced a material diminution 
from the operation of the ſame cauſes which impede the ſucceſs of 
Vol. II, E e | every 
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every kind of manufacture in America; and it now hardly does more 
than wpPly the demand of the tr 


will 
4 


CANAL or HADLEY. 


At the diſtance of eight miles n Springfield. at a place called 
Hadley, are the falls of Connecticut-River. To avoid them, a little 
canal of two miles has been dug, which thus extends the navigation 
fixty or eighty miles farther. This canal is raiſed. above twenty: feet 
higher than the bed of the river: the boats are raiſed to and lowered 
from it without the aid of water, by means of an. inclined plane. 
They are placed in a kind of cradle fo framed as to fit their ſhape, and 
then drawn up from the river to the canal, or let down from the canal 
to the river, by the working of a capſtern, that is turned by a wheel 
which the ftream of the river puts in motion. The boats are not un- 
loaded for this operation. I had ſeen in France the plan of a ſimilar 
project, of which Monſieur Brule claimed the invention. Time alone 
can aſcertain whether, as was apprehended in France, the durability of 
the boats will be impaired by mare, I am inclined to fear that 
it will. * 


1 
WEST-SPRINGFIELD AND WESTFIELD: 


On quitting Springfield you paſs. Connecticut-River in a tolerably- 
good boat, whoſe edges, however, you would wiſh to- ſee ſomewhat 
higher: for, in their preſent low ſtate, they would not be ſafe with 
unquiet horſes. Beyond the river, you enter the townſhip of Weſt- 
Springfield, one of the richeſt and moſt populous in the ſtate of Maſſa- 
chuſetts. On this fide of the river the lands are conſiderably better 
than on the Springfield ſide; and many of the inhabitants of the latter 
place are proprietors of them: they are principally laid out in mea- 
dows, where cattle of every kind are reared in great numbers. The 
townſhip of Weſtfield, which is contiguous to it, is leſs happy in rich- 
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neſs of ſoil, and ſtill far inferior in population: accordingly many tracts 
of land, which would be capable of producing good crops, remain un- 
cultivated, Weſtfield, ſituate on a river bearing the ſame name, is a neat 
well-built little village, ſtanding in the middle of a plain. The foil is 
a rich ſandy earth, and the principal mode of cultivation here, as elſe- 
where in the adjoining tracts, is meadow. The new grounds are ſown 
with wheat, as is the practice with all the new-cleared lands which 
are not of the firſt quality. The labourer is paid from eight to 
nine dollars per month : wheat is fold at nine ſhillings the buſhel, 
Indian corn at five, oats at two; and a pair of good oxen coſt ſeventy 
dollars. The price of new lands is from three to ten dollars per acre, 
according to their quality and ſituation ; and, in farm-lots, twenty or 
thirty dollars. 


STOCKBRIDGE. 


In proceeding from Weſtfield to Stockbridge, the traveller ſueceſ- 
ſively paſſes through the townſhips of Brentford, London, Bethlehem, 
Ruſſel, and Kyrningham, occupying the whole breadth of the Green 
Mountains, of -which the ridge 1s above twenty miles broad, and, as I 
think I have elſewhere obſerved, begins at Newhayen, whence, traverſ- 
ing the ſtates of Connecticut, Maſſachuſetts, and Vermont, it reaches to 
the River Saint-Laurence in Canada. The land in theſe townſhips is 
indifferent, and very thinly peopled : in travelling through them, one 
fancies himſelf in the diſtrict of Maine, or in the back part of the Ge- 
neſſee country : one ſees. patches of new-cleared ground in all the dif- 
ferent ſtages of progreſſive improvement: but ſuch. fights are very far 
from numerous. The price of land here is from ten to fifteen ſhil- 
lings. 

One might be aſtoniſhed, that, ſituate as this country is ſo near to 
the great marts for produce, the emigrations from Connecticut, and 
even from the over- populous parts of Maſſachuſetts, do not take their 
courſe in this direction rather than toward Vermont or the Geneſſee 
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country. But, in emigrating, the American gives a preference, above 
every thing elſe, to the land which he thinks the beſt, and is not with- 
held by any confideration of proximity to his family or connexions, or 
by the greatneſs of the diſtance which he will have to traverſe in queſt 
of it : acd the uncleared lands of Maſſachuſetts are far am wren, to 
thoſe of the Geneſſęee, the Ohio, Teneflee, &c. 

I ſhall in future ſay nothing of my converſations with ths people 
with whom I fall into company. They are all in the ſame ſtrain; 

and I am convinced that the idea 1 an Pay given of them in this 
journal is preciſely accurate. 

Stockbfidge is one of the richeſt en in the ſtate of Maſſachu- 
ſetts. All its land is cultivated, except a very ſmall portion, which 
will ſoon in its turn receive culture like the reſt. No timber is here. 
preſerved beyond what is requiſite for fuel. This townſhip is for the 
moſt part ſituate in a valley, but extends alſo upon ſome hills of no 
great elevation. The ſoil is excellent, and almoſt all laid down in 
meadow. The cattle; butter, cheeſe, and ſuch other productions as 
are not conſumed on the ſpot, are generally ſent to New-Vork. Some- 
times the certainty of obtaining a higher price at Boſton induces the 
farmer to give a preference to the latter place, with which however 
the communication is difficult, becauſe of the diſtance, and of the 
mountainous country that is to be traverſed. In ſuch caſes, all the 
other articles, except the cattle, are ſent down to New-York by the 
North-River which paſſes within twenty miles of n hs yg 
tranſported from New-York to Boſton by fea. 

There are likewiſe ſome forges and caſt-iron-works in this town= 
ſhip.: but the high rate of workmen's wages, and the ſcantineſs of the 
mine which begins to be exhauſted, have for ſome years paſt cauſed a 
conſiderable diminution of their labours. The eaſy circumſtances en- 
joyed by the inhabitants render workmen ſcarce, and high in their de- 
mands. The wages at preſent paid to them are from thirteen to fif- 
teen dollars per month. The price of wheat is two dollars the buſhel, 
of Indian corn, one dollar; of oats, two ſhillings. A pair of oxen coſt 

from 
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From ninety to a hundred and ten dollars. Land bears the price of 
from fifteen to twenty dollars the acre, in farm-lots. . + 
I have here ſeen Mr. Sedgwick, with whom I was acquainesd/s at 
Philadelphia, and by whom I have been very hoſpitably entertained. 

In all the private relations of ſociety. he is an excellent man: but in 
his politics he is fomewhat warm, and not a little intolerant. He had 
long been a member of the houſe of repreſentatives in Congreſs, 
where he was a frequent ſpeaker: he has lately been appointed a 
ſenator. Mr. Sedgwick exerts all his influence to carry the election 
of a member to fill the ſeat which he has vacated, in favour of Mr. 
Williams, his pupil and friend, who ſeems even a hotter zealot than 
himſelf in Engliſh politics. Mr. Williams has for competitor general 
Skinner, a man of the age of ſixty years, who has all his life been ho- 
nourably employed in public offices, and who, when he had it in his 
power to rival Mr. Sedgwick in his election ſome years fince, volun- 
tarily withdrew his name on a promiſe from the latter of procuring 
for him the votes of his friends to fill the firſt vacancy. But Mr. 
Skinner was once heard to ſay in a public houſe laſt year, that he did 
not approve 'of the treaty with England : and, ſuch is the toleration 
of the oppoſite party, that no one can'in their opinion be an honeſt 
man without approving of that treaty. Mr. Sedgwick in conſe- 
quence oppoſes him, and gives to Mr. Williams all his influence, 
which is pretty conſiderable in theſe parts. Such is the account 
which I have received of this affair from ſeveral perſons. The Stock- 
bridge gazette is full of thoſe ſcandalous quarrels, and may very well, 
in that particular, vie with thoſe of Georgia. In it General Skinner 
is branded as an antifederaliſt, and as “ no good man,” becauſe he: 
diſlikes the treaty ; and he is accuſed of entertaining a predilection for 
France and an averſion to o England. Mr. Williams is abuſed on * 
oppoſite ground. 

At the diſtance of thirty miles from Stockbridge, and in William 

townſhip, is a college which confers, the different degrees inferior to- 


that of doctor. It is ſaid to be a tolerably good ſeminary. 
| In. 
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In a walk which I took with Mr. Sedgwick to Great-Barrington, 
I ſaw a continued tract of beautiful country, fine land, well cultivated, 
all in meadow, and a moſt excellent foil. As far as New-York the 
land is ſaid to be of the fame quality. | | 


CHARACTER OF THE INHABITANTS OF MASSACHUSETTS. 


Before I quit Maſſachuſetts, I muſt add ſome ſhort remarks to what 
I have already had occaſion to ſay reſpecting the character of its inhabi- 
tants. They are perhaps a more unmixed people than any other in 
the United States, except thoſe of Connecticut, who are equally fo, 
and for the ſame reaſons. Such of them as are not of Engliſh birth 
are natives of America, who have ſettled, in Maſſachuſetts after a 
previous eſtabliſhment in ſome of the other ſtates. The number of 
Europeans 1s therefore ſmall in theſe two ſtates ; and their inhabitants 
diſplay in conſequence more ſtriking marks of a common character 
and a national ſpirit, than thoſe of the other parts of the Union, 
whom they likewiſe unqueſtionably ſurpaſs in induſtry, activity, and 
enterpriſe. Their univerſal and predominating paſſion is the deſire 
of gain: it is openly avowed ; and thoſe people, under an appearance 
of frank bluntneſs, conceal no ſmall portion of ſhrewdneſs and cun- 
ning. Hence it is a common ſaying in the other ſtates that the 
Yankeys are honeſt according to the letter of the law.” I know not 
how far it may be conſiſtent with juſtice to confine within thoſe 
bounds the praiſe due to their probity; for I have had no buſineſs to 
tranſact in this country: but, from every thing which I have ſeen, I 
preſume that it is equally ſafe to deal with them as with any other 
people in the United States, or, I believe, in the whole world. 

The ſpirit of liberty is here rigid, and carried even to diſtruſt, Al- 
though the majority, of the repreſentatives of this ſtate in-Congreſs be 
of that ſect in politics who are conſidered as attached to Britain, I be- 
lieve there do not exiſt in the United States a body of people who, 
taken in the aggregate, preſerve a deeper and more painful recollection 
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of the evils inflicted on America by England, or who more ſtrongly 
dread an intimate union with the latter. Their manners are, ex- 
tremely ſimple; and knowledge, at leaſt in its firſt degrees, is very ex- 
tenſively diffuſed. Not a houſe is to be found in the moſt remote 
corners of the country, where a newſpaper is not read; and there 
are few townſhips which do not poſſeſs little libraries formed and 
ſupported by ſubſcription. The conſiderable fortunes acquired by the 
commerce which 1s carried on in the numerous ports of the ſtate pre- 
vent the general manners of the people from being ſo ſtrictly repub- 
lican here as in Connecticut: but, for the ſame reafon, leſs jealouſy 
prevails, leſs intolerance, leſs puritaniſm. 

The ſpirit of equality is carried as far as is ie with order in a 
great ſociety. The man who is poſſeſſed of the greateſt wealth, and 
the moſt happily circumſtanced in every reſpect, ſhakes hands with 
the workman whom he meets on his way, converſes with him, not 
under the idea of doing him an hogour, as is often the notion elſe- 
where but from a conſciouſneſs, in the firſt inſtance, that he may at 
ſome future time ſtand in need of his aſſiſtance after ward, without 
any ſuch intereſted conſideration, but merely through habit, and the 
force of education, and becauſe he ſees in him his fellow- man, only 
placed in a different ſituation, to whom he is the leſs tempted to 
think himſelf ſuperior, as it often happens that the now rich man 
has himſelf once been in a leſs enviable ſituation. This natural ho- 
mage paid to the character of man poſſeſſes a certain charm which 
is truly pleaſing to an independent ſoul, eſpecially When experience 
proves that the different functions of ſociety are not the leſs ſerupulouſſy 
reſpected in conſequence; of it, and that no individual is thereby ſubject 
to any greater reſtriction in the exerciſe of his own libertix. 

A diminution of the iufluence of the pricſthood is an object much 
to be deſired in Maſſachuſetts: for, though it be leſs here than in 
Connecticut, it is ſtill too great. The prieſts» form a body in the 
ſtate : they are excluſively placed at the head of the colleges, and do 
not ſuffer any perſons to be admitted as teachers except thoſe: of their 

| a | own 
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In a walk which I took with Mr. Sedgwick to Great-Barrington, 
I ſaw a continued tract of beautiful country, fine land, well cultivated, 
all in meadow, and a moſt excellent ſoil. As far as New-York the 
land i is 220 to be of the ſame quality. | 
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Before I quit Maſſachuſetts, I muſt add ſome ſhort remarks to what 

I have already had occaſion to ſay reſpecting the character of its inhabi- 
tants. They are perhaps a more unmixed people than any other in 
the United States, except thoſe of Connecticut, who are equally fo, 
and for the ſame reaſons. Such of them as are not of Engliſh birth 
are natives of America, who have ſettled. in Maſſachuſetts after a 
previous eſtabliſhment in ſome of the other ſtates. The number of 
Europeans 1s therefore ſmall in theſe two ſtates ; and their inhabitants 
diſplay in conſequence more ſtriking marks of a common character 
and a national ſpirit, than thoſe of the other parts of the Union, 
whom they likewiſe unqueſtionably ſurpaſs in induſtry, activity, and 
enterpriſe. Their univerſal and predominating paſſion is the deſire 
of gain: it is openly avowed ; and thoſe people, under an appearance 
of frank bluntneſs, conceal no ſmall portion of ſhrewdneſs and cun- 
ning. Hence it is a common ſaying in the other ſtates that the 
Ne are honeſt according to the letter of the law.” I know not 
how far it may be conſiſtent with juſtice to confine within thoſe 
bounds the praiſe due to their probity ; for I have had no buſineſs to 
tranſa& in this country: but, from every thing which I have ſeen, I 
preſume that it is equally ſafe to deal with them as with any other 
people in the United States, or, I believe, in the whole world. | 
The ſpirit of liberty 4s here rigid, and carried even to diſtruſt, Al- 
though the majority of the repreſentatives of this ſtate in-Congreſs be 
of that ſe& in politics who are conſidered as attached to Britain, I be- 
lieve there do not exiſt in the United States a body of people who, 
taken in the aggregate, preſerve a deeper and more painful recollection 
of 
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of the evils inflicted on America by England, or who more ſtrongly 
dread an intimate union with the latter. Their manners are ex- 
tremely ſimple; and knowledge, at leaſt in its firſt degrees, is very ex- 
tenſively diffuſed. Not a houſe is to be found in the moſt remote. 
corners of the country, where a newſpaper is not read; and there 
are few townſhips which do not poſſeſs little libraries formed and 
ſupported by ſubſcription. The conſiderable fortunes acquired by the 
commerce which 1s carried on in the numerous ports of the ſtate pre- 
vent the general manners of the people from being ſo ſtrictly repub- 
lican here as in Connecticut: but, for the ſame reafon, leſs jealouſy 
prevails, leſs intolerance, leſs puritaniſm. | 

The ſpirit of equality is carried as far as is conſiſtent wh order in a. 
great ſociety. The man who is poſſeſſed of the greateſt wealth, and 
the moſt happily circumſtanced in every reſpect, ſhakes hands with 
the workman whom he meets on his way, converſes with him, not 
under the idea of doing him an honour, as is often the notion elſe- 
where but from a conſciouſneſs, in the firſt inſtance, that he may at 
ſome future time ſtand in need of his aſſiſtance - after ward, without 
any ſuch intereſted conſideration, but merely through habit, and the 
force of education, and becauſe he ſees in him his fellow- man, only 
placed in a different ſituation, to whom he is the leſs tempted to 
think himſelf ſuperior, as it often happens that the now rich man 
has himſelf once been in a leſs enviable ſituation. This natural ho- 
mage paid to the character of man poſſeſſes a certain charm which 
is truly pleaſing to an independent ſoul, eſpecially when experience 
proves that the different functions of ſociety are not the leſs ſerupulouſly 
reſpected in conſequence of it, and that no individual is thereby ſubject 
to any greater reſtriction in the exerciſe of his own libertix. 

A diminution of the iufluence of the prieſthood is an object much 
to be deſired in Maſſachuſetts: for, though it be leſs here than in 
Connecticut, it is ſtill too great. The prieſts form a body in the 
ſtate : they are excluſively placed at the head of the colleges, and do 
not ſuffer any perſons to be admitted as teachers except thoſe of their 
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goth, their own ſect, and cheir own opinions in every particular. 
This aufluence will no doubt at length ceaſe, and perhaps in conſe- 
quence of the contrary excels, It is not impoſſible that an indifference 
do religious matters may become general through this country, where 
its germ is already developed; and I am not of the number of thoſe 
who think ſuch an event n to a nation. | 
"* * 


KIN DERHOOK-LAN DING. 


at the diſtance of nine miles from Stockbridge, the traveller enters 
the ſtate of New- Vork ; anq, after having traverſed two or. three 
townſhips, he arrives at Kinderhook. In the country which he now 
traverſes, each townſhip preſents the ſame kind of ſoil, of culture, 
conſequently of produce and of buſtmeſs, as the preceding. Above one 
half of the population of Kinderhook are Low Dutch or deſcendents of 
Low Dutch. Theſe people are not haſty to change old habits for new; 
_ accordipgly they till and cultivate the land in the ſame manner now as 
+ they did a hundred years fine. © Lo 
It appears manifeſtly evident that the Wee of - NewBuxland 
125 have a confiderable-advantage-Sver"them in Point of produce yet the 
7 convitionmof evidende is not ſufficient to make them deviate from 
| their eld track. They ſow' large quantities of grain, eſpecially of 
| | Indian corn, exhauſt, their lands and have ſmall crops. Few of 
| them keep extenſive” meadows, as is the general practice of the 
1 flarmers come from New-England—a mode of cultivation, beſides, to 
1 which the ſo ſeetms beſt adapted, and which is the moſt certain and 
moſt ſolidly advantaggous to the judioiqus farmer who purſues it. Land 
in the townſhip of Kinderhogk is wok twenty dollats the acre in fine 
, farms. Workthen are TRA u are 7 from twelve to fifteen dol- 
lars per month. +, - Oat tis” 
Five miles farther, we arrive at KinderhookHlahding, the "REP to 
which the productions of all the lands on this ſide the Green Moun- 
tains are conveyed for embarkation on the North _— won as ſalt 
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meat, wheat, Indian corn, cider, cheeſe, butter, potatoes, pot-aſh, 
flax-feed, &c. All this produce is brought down in light waggons 
which travel rapidly, and is embarked in floops which here take in 
their entire lading, or ſupply what is wanted to the cargoes which 
they were unable to complete at Albany. The different articles are 
generally purchaſed in the country where they were raiſed, by mer- 
chants of New-York or even of the vicinity: but it ſometimes alſo 
happens that the farmers themſelves, expecting to find a more advan- 
tageous market at Kinderhook, convey their commodities hither, and 
either ſell them here or ſend them on their own oo to 8 1 
paying the freight. | 0 
The village of — is a petty aſemblags of ſmall 
and tnean-looking houſes. Six or feven ſlogps belong to this place. 4 
Salt beef is here inſpected, and certified to be fit for exportation: that 
of prime quality coſts fix dollars the hundred weight. Flax-ſeed is Ed — 
ſold for eighteen ſhillings the buſhel, but requires to be again cleaned P 
and freed from its duſt before it be deemed fit for exportation. The * ot 
wheat of the country, which is of beautiful quality, does not at preſent | * 
bear a greater price than thirteen ſhillings the buſhel in conſequence 
of which, fine flour ſells no higher than eight dollars and one ſhilling * 
per barrel. A fortnight fince, "the price was a quarter more: but the 
cauſes of ſo material a Aren are here dne | I 
4 | * 
"> ** —_— of COT TIE | 
>> as 8 n 
The country between Kinderhook and Hudſon is beautiful: 5 it is 
ſomewhat hilly ; but thoſe inequalitics in the ground are only ſmall 
eminences, all well cultivated, Here, as in every other part of the 
country, the majority of the inhabitants are Dutch, deſcended from the | 
firſt coloniſts who ſettled in "theſe parts in 1030: the remainder are 
emigrants from New-England. | 
The town of Hudſon was begun in 1784, and now contains above 
four hundred houſes, all neat and well-built. Its population amounts 
Vo. II. Ff to 
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to nearly three thouſand ſouls, of Whota about two hundred are ſlaves. 
Few towns in the. ſtate of New®York have experienced ſo rapid an 
A "Increaſe : but during the laſt two years that increaſe; ſeems to have been 
ſtopped i in its progreſs. The town riſes about a hundred feet above 
the river: its ſtreets interſect each other at right angles, according to 
the plan adopted i in the "new towns, ,.Of all thoſe which are built on 
the North, River, this is the ouly one Which carries on a direct foreign 
trade. Veſſels of every ſize can come to its Wharfs, while the ob- 
Auctions in the courſe of the river at the diſtance, of twenty miles. 
higher prevent veſſels of more than, eighty tons from going up to 
Albany. The trade of Hudſon conſiſts in the produce of the ſoul, the 
productions of tanneries, of forges, of a very fine rum-diſtillery—in 
train- oil (four veſſels, belonging ts the merchants of this place, being 
emplo ed in the whalc-hſhery)+—and, bnally, in the r of 
1 ndian commodities. = 
Sixteen or cighteen veſſels of different ** are ee In an 
commerce 8 0 five or ſix {loops are conſtantly: engaged ,in the do- 
meſtic trade between Hudſon aud New-x ork, and convey to the 
latter the country produce, which is not directly exported from, Hudſon 
to 5 countries. The town is inhabited by families from Ne- 
England "I whom. a conſiderable number Are from Rhode-Ifland. I 
had 2 — for Mr. Jenkins. here, 2 "A quaker, from. Nantucket, and 
one of the founders of the town, of which the foil was purchaſed by a 
| company of thirty perſons. He. alone poſſeſſes five ſhares in that com- 
| pany, of which few of the other partners have above two, and ſeveral 
3 only the half or quarter of a ſhare. 4 900 300 
11 The politics of this plage, and particalary of the quakers, are. 
j ju, ' univerſally anti- britiſh, 4 * 
=. . The preſent, price of ſhip-building at Hudſon is twenty hats per. 
{ "ton, including the timber and workmanſhip; ready for lea, fifty dol- 
lars per ton. The timber comes from the, upper part of the river, 
and is excellent White oak, The purchaſę of town-lots, which-are 


fifty feet in front and a bundred and twenty in depth, is from three 
hundred 
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hundred and forty to thifteea Wired and chitry" lars, "Wee" 
their ſituation. The adjoining lands, in farm-lots bse Palf=cledred, 
may be®bought for ten dollars the Acre; and are good ſoil. Workmen 
are ſcarce, and muſt be paid föurteen dollars per month. The price of 
wheat is here regulated by that whielFiFbears at Albany and New- 
Vork: at preſent it is thirteen "es. tis the 9 thoſe ny. 
and fourteen in the latter. N 
Hudſbn is à port of entry, and has a collector 7 ens fine 
1795; But, to guard agajnſt fraud, veſſels coming. from foreign parts 
are obliged to ſtop and make their manifeſt at New-York, where 
the collector ſends an officer on board if he think proper. Thus 
the manifeſts are principally made at the New-York cuſtom- Hoc. 
The value of the exports from Hudſon, as regiſtered at t the euſtom⸗- 
houſe of that place, was, jo 799, ouly ale thoufünd 5 Hundred 
K * * 
A bite is eſtabliſhed at Hod, titer the le W e Tts 
capital, which, by the lay for its incorporation, 18, reſtricted to a hun 
dred and ſixty ran Pc — of. _ hundred ſhares, of four 
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© On the oppoſite fide of the POOLE ſtands Ne new * of 
Lambſburg, to which its founders have alſo given the modeſt name 
of Speranza (Hope). Thas town, which for a number of years, had 
contained but a ſingle and pitiful houſe, catyot really date, its origin 
beyond laſt year. At preſent there are fifty houſes erected in it : "ſhops 
are opened merchants are eſtabliſhed. A brig is already | built, and 
employed in trade between Speranza and New-York, This infant 
town will, beyond all doubt, Experience a conſiderable increaſe * i 
enjoys, in common with all the other towns piſt on the weſtern 
bank of that beautiful river, the advantage of an extenſive back 
. Ff2 country, 
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- country, which? proportion as it "Il PII will furniſh im- 
menſe quantities of produce, that cannof find any more convenient or 


. certain vent than the North-Riyer. But thoſe countries are yet for 
_ «the greater part deſert wilderneſſes, where the houſes are few and 


diſperſed. This is a common obſtacle which operates againſt all the 
towns, and for the preſent prevents any extraordinary proſperity of 
their commerce. But, in addition to it, Speranza will moreover have 
to conquer the habit in Which the farmers have been of carrying their 


ptoduce to the neighbouring towns that have been longer eſtabliſhed. 


The owners of the town- lands are now engaged in the formation of 
a road, which, joining at the diſtance. of twenty miles the road that 


leads from Geneſſee, will render the communication with Speranza more 


eaſy than that with the other towns, and muſt, when finiſhed, cauſe a 
preference to be given to the former; the work is in great forwardneſs. 
The proprietors are the meſſieurs Livingſtons of New-York. The 

town-lots, each containing a quarter of an acre, already bear the price 
of two hundred dollars. 

Colonel Burr had given me a letter to Major Prevoſt, who lives in 
the townſhip of Freehold, fixteen miles diſtant from Hudſon. Above 
one half of the journey is performed on the new road, which is the 
fineſt part of it: the remainder of the way is over mountains, rocks, 
ſwamps ; in ſhort, it is ſuch as the generality of the roads are in the 
new countries of America. In this tract the number of ſettlements is 
very ſcanty ; and theſe are of the meaneſt appearance, and abſolutely 
in their infancy. Few houſes have above twenty acres of ground 
cleared around them ; and many have much leſs. They are all log- 
houſes : the majority of the new ſettlers (and they are the better claſs) 
have immigrated from Connecticut. 

Major Prevoſt has a neat little houſe built on a tract of nine thou- 
fand acres, which belongs to him. He is ſon of that General Prevoſt, 
employed in the Britiſh ſervice, who diſtinguiſhed himſelf by the de- 
fence of Savannah, and diſgraced his character by the burning of many 

American towns. Previous to the revolution, he had received from 

the 
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the king of England a grant, to bimſelf and his ſon, of about forty 
thouſand acres of land in different provinees of America. That fon 
has during thirty-fix years been & conſtùnt reſident in the United 
States. Before the commencement of the war, he had married a 
young lady of Philadelphia; and he lived a conſiderable time in Peun- 
ſylvania, on a farm which be turned to good account. But a part af 
his property became involved in conſequence of debts contracted by 
his father-in-law and himſelf: be had a numerous family to provide 
for, and was unable to recover a conſiderable portion of the lands to 
which he was entitled: he therefore adopted the reſalution of retiring 
to that part to which his claim was the leaſt conteſted, there to live 
with economy, and patiently await the moment when, recovering his 
other poſſeſſions, he ſhould he certain of leaving a debent fortune to 
his children, He has loſt his firſt wiſe, and married a ſecond at 
Katſſcill, by whom he already has three children. He has fix others 
by the former marriage, of whom two have long gal ſtill cons 
tinue in the Britiſh ſervice. | FN. oO 
His r clalinapdb hedetes 4 
which he has ſold all that he did not chooſe to retain in his own 
poſſeſſion. The price is from three to ſix dollars the acre, according 
to their ſituation. Tbe ſoil is in general goed. He has erected a 
corn-mill, a ſaw-mill, and one for grinding tanner's bark. Theſe he 
keeps in his own hands; and he ſeems to eonduct his affairs with 
a conſiderable portion of intelligence. Major Prevoſt, a native of 
Switzerland, has all the frankneſs of an honeſt Switzer and of a 
genuine honeſt Engliſhman. He appears to be an excellent father; 
of which his preſent mode of life is a proof. He is beloved by his 
neighbours, ſeems juſt and impartial in his opinions, ſpeaks well of the 
American government, and is a good-natured and agreeable man. 
He has diſplayed a noble inſtance of generofity and ſenſibility in the 
notice he has taken of à diſtreſſed Frenchman, a monheur Ronère, 
whom he diſcovered at Hudſon in extreme poverty. This French- 
1 man, 
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man, ſormerly a mate chal · des: logis in the king's body-guard, and now 


Gxty years of age, has acted like a man of honour and delicacy, and, 


far from treſpaſſiug on the generous diſpoſition of Mr. Prevoſt, de- 
clines bis kindneſſes as far as he can. Three hundred dollars re- 
oeived from his family, together with a ſum raiſed by the ſale of ſome 


Watches and articles of jewellery which he had brought with him, have 


enabled him to purchaſe a ſmall farm of thirty acres, of which only 
ſiſteen ars cleared. Here he labours from morn to night like a young 
man, contents himſelf with the ſuſtenance of milk and potatoes, for- 
gets his misfortunes, and renders himſelf worthy of the eſteem af all 
thoſe who ſet any value on 'delicagy. of ſentiment, -.. 

The late treaty witk England has inſpired Mr. 8 th the 
hope of regaining: poſſeſſion of all the lands to which bis title is dif- 
puted by the Rates in which they lie, or by different individuals who 
have uſurped them under various pretexts, and hold them without any 
real right. But this will require a ſucceſſion . of Ready: exertious con- 
tinued during ſeveral years: it will be neceſſary to attend the various 
tribnnals before which thoſe, claims will: be brought under diſcuſſion, 
and ta urge the ſpeed of lawyers who are heavily laden with buſineſs. 
Many of his opponents who have taken paſſeſſion of his lands, are in- 


fluential men:: bel is the ſon of a Britiſh general, and. has himſelf borne 


arins in Amarica in oppoſition to the revolution: he has two fons in 
the ſervice of England s all theſe facts, I grant, do not in the leaſt im- 
pairethe juſtice of Mr. Pre voſt's claims, which, to me appear incontro- 
vertible: but juſtice is what people often ſind it moſt difficult to ob- 
tain, fram the miniſters of. juſtice, eſpecially in this country when the 
queſtion relates to lands; and Major Prevoſt muſt unavoidably have, 
to eee eee and ee apiraging to his 
diſadvantage.: , .... .» | 
During my ſtay at Freebold *. N was no mention of e 1 
could caſily gueſs the political ſentiments of the major and his fa- 
mily: but, if I had entertained any doubt on the ſubject, it would have 
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been completely removed by obſerving the avidity with which they 
read Peter Porcupine *. a ihre Er 23 fn 4 qpr! 
On the whole, it is impoſſible to experience any- where greater 
civilities than I received from Major Preuoſt and his) family, accom- 
panied by great ſimplicity, and by that pleaſing manner which renders 
ſuch, behaviour ſill more agreeable. My ſtay with them was pro- 
longed by a flight indiſpoſition, which afforded me a new proof of the 
intereſt that. Monfieur Guillemard feels for me. At this time he Was 
at Albany, where being informed of my illneſs, he haſtened to me 
with a friendly kindneſs which in him is invariable; for he ſhews 
greater conſtaney in his affectioris than in his projects. This little 
ſickneſs was only a tertian fever, of which I have cxperienced«feverat' 
attacks during the courſe of nay travels; and from which, on this as on 
ner eccalions, 1 Was relieved by * Jeſuits" bark. 0 Offa 
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"The 2 from Frechold ta Katſkill; is all bender with habitations 
more or leſs recent, but all of very late date. Land however is fold at 
pretty high prices in this tract. At Singlekill, where we dined on the 
31ſt of October, on, our Way from Freehold: to Katfhill, the pries of 
uncleared ground is from fix to ſeven dollars the acreiz farms, having) 
one fourth cleared, ace. fold: at ten or twelve“ 2459 19092 

Intermittent fevers are very common! in tlieſe parts / in the autumnal 
ſealoy; ; and it is even aſſerted that during the laſt three years they have! 
been. more than viſually. frequent, They had been very pre valent at- 
the commencement of the ſettlement, and had berome leſs ſo-for foins! 
years back. As the inhabitants can aſſign no reaſon for ee return of 


wi, Phitidelphia paper conducted by an Eoghan, * firſt — — appearance 
during the laſt year, and in which; amid a torrent of outrages and calumnies/promiſcuouſly 
poured quit, with ſome wit but much vulgarity, "againſt every individual who is nofenrollet 
under the Engliſh, banner, it is laid dow as aft javiogy/of, political doctrine that America 
cannot do better than to place herſelf in a ſtate of dependence on the cabinet of Saint 
James's. 


in ſalubrity, 
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inſalubrity, they attribute it to © ſomething in the air.” But what 
happens here is very uſual in new countries, which, until they be en- 
tirely or in great meaſure cleared,” become more unhealthy, probably 
in conſequence of the exhalations from the putrid ſubſtauces with 
which the earth is covered, and from the ſtagnant waters, to which 
the action of the ſun is admitted by the partial clearance of the ſoil. 
Monſieur Guillemard and I—for we now travel together had a 


letter from Major Prevoſt to Mr. Bogardus, his father-in-law. The 


latter is alſo an old American royaliſt, an enthuſiaſtic admirer of Peter 
Porcupine, and impreſſed with a belief that America would be much 
more rich and proſperous and happy if ſhe ſtill enjoyed the honour of 
belonging to his majeſty George the Third. But, conſidered in every 
other light, he is à generous and excellent man, extremely hoſpitable, 


| and one with whoſe behaviour we have the greateſt reaſon to be ſatis- 


fied. He inhabits a ſmall houſe on the oppoſite bank of the creek to 
that on which ſtands the little town of Katſkill. To this houſe is at- 
tached a farm of three hundred acres. He purchaſed the whole for 
three thouſand dollars fix years fince, and could now fell the property 
for ten thouſand. It is true he has made conſiderable improvements 
ou'the: ſpot: at the time of his purchaſe there were only eight houſes 

in the town, whereas at preſent it contains en a N of which 
ſome have a good appearance. 

Seven veſſels, moſtly K dee to this little town, and are con- 
ſtantly paſſing and repaſſing between Katſkill and New-York. A 
ſingle brig, of a hundred and fifty tons“ burden, is employed during the 
winter in the Weſt- India trade, and even goes to Europe: it is e | 
by Mr. Jenkins, of Hudſon. | 

- Katfkill, like all the other towns amilarly fituated; receives the pro- 
duce of the back country: but a natural gap in the Blue Mountains, 
which obliquely ſeparate the countries watered by the Suſquehannah 
at the commencement of its courſe from thoſe watered by the North- 
River between Albany and Katſkill, renders the communication with 
this latter place more eaſy. | 


We 
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We have been fred that pot and pearl aſh, which are a con- 
ſiderable article in the trade of new countries under clearance, are 
brought to Katſkill from the diſtance of above a hundred and fifty miles. 
The pot-aſh is ſold at preſent for a hundred and ſeventy-five dollars the 
ton. The uſual price is a hundred. To produce a ton of pot · aſh, ate re- 
quired from five to ſeven hundred buſhels of aſhes, acording to thelr 
quality: and, in all the parts which I have lately traverſed, the alhes 
are fold at one ſhilling the buſhel.” The pot=aſh i is inſpe&ed before it 
be admitted to exportation: yet, whether through want of (kill et 
want of ſtrictneſs in the inſpector, it is often found to contain lime. It 
is diſtinguiſhed into firſt and ſecond quality. Salt beef is I eh: 
into prime, ſecond, and ordinary ; ; pork, into prime and ordinary. 
Katſkill is built on a little hill Which ſeparates Katſkill creck from 
the North-River, into whicl' the former diſcharges its ſtream at the 
extremity of the hill. The majority of the houſes are ſituate on the 
ſide next the creek, where the embarkations take place z ſome how- 
ever are on fide next the great river. The property of the ground on 
which the town ſtands is diſputed by three claimants ; but the poſſeſ· 
ſion is held by one of the parties, Clark and company, by virtue of an 
old patent that he has purchaſed, and on which the others ground 
their claim, Meantime the inhabitants hold their lot unger Clark, 
whom they conſider as the lawful proprietor. But this exiſting diſi 
pute, which the others are in no haſte to bring to a deciſion, prevents 
many perſons from coming forward as purchaſers, The lots, how 
ever, produce a good price, whenever they are expoſed to ſale: they 
contain each half a rood, and are ſold ſo high 48 three hundred and 
ſeventy-five dollars. The mouth of the creek 1s not more than a 
quarter of a mile diſtant from the towu- eee eee 

Katſkill ſtands at the diſtanee of 'a hundred and teeny. miles from 
New-York ; and the waters, which during the prevalence of the ſtrong 
ſoutherly winds become abſolutely ſalt, are at ke time of, ag _ 
brackiſh. The tide goes up as far #s Hudſon. 

' Workmen at Katſkill are paid thirteen. dollars per month aid ae 
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not eaſily procured. Here is a "Oe. market, where beef is fold at 
eight pence the pound. 

Along the North- River is e on a great trade in Pinks: but 
bere, as in Maſſachuſetts and the diſtrict of Maine, the planks do not 
contain twice the thickneſs of the boards: their dimenſions vary in 
different places: they are an inch and half thick at Albany, an inch 
and, quarter at Katſkill. It is on theſe dimenſions that all bargains are 


made which do not particularly ſpecify otherwiſe. The boards are an 


inch thick, and, of ſuch dimenſion, are ſold at ten dollars per thouſand 
feet; planks, ſixteen dollars and two ſhillings ; ſhingles, ſeven dollars 
and half per thouſand ;barrel-ſtaves, ſeventeen dollars and half. The 
ſtaves are of oak; all the reſt, of yellow fir. Hemlock-bark, of which 
large quantities are alſo purchaſed for the tanneries of the country and 
thoſe of New-York, is ſold at four dollars'the cord. At Katſkill are 
built the ſloops employed in the trade between that place and New- 
Vork. At preſent their price is from forty-three to forty-five dol- 
lars per, ton, ready for ſea: 3 N * generally : of from Los to 
* tonsꝰ burden. 

Horſe- races are common in the ſtate of New-York. | There was 
one beyond the river on the day that we ſtopped at Katſkill. Al- 
though it was but an indifferent race, and this part of the country is 


not inhabited by wealthy people, the bets made on the occaſion exceeded 


the ſum of four thouſand dollars. The beſt races are ſaid to be at 
Poughkeepſie, at the diſtance of fifty miles lower down: they take 
place on regularly ſtated days, and I have been aſſured that the wagers 
ſometimes amount to eight | thouſand dollars. The horſes that run 


| there are uſed for no other purpoſe ; and their price is from twelve to 


fixteen hundred dollars. We have alſo been informed that the ſtricteſt 
honour does not. prevail at thoſe' races. 

Katſkill, fo denominated by the Dutch who made the firſt ſettle- 
ment on the ſpot, was, by the Indians, called Katſketed, which in their 
Knguage ſignified * a fortified place.? No foundation far that name 


can be diſcovered in the appearance of the country: and it is more- | 


over 
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over well known that the Indians, eſpecially at that time, erected: as 
fortifications. The great quantity of human bones, hatchets, toma- 
hawks, and arrows, found buried in the earth around Katſkill, prove 
at leaſt that this place OY: was the principal ſeat of ſome confi- 
derable tribe. 

The cultivation of the ſoil in the vicinity of Katſkill is indifferent: 
the lands do not, on an average of years, produce above twelve buſhels 
of wheat per acre, though the foil is tolerably good. Thoſe belonging 
to Mr. Bogardus, having greater attention beſtowed on a them, yield. 
him from thirty to thirty-five. 

There has occurred this year on a part of his eſtate a pretty re- 
markable phznomenon. All this tract of country is a ſucceſſion of 
little hills, or rather ſmall elevations, detached from each other, and 
only connected a little at the baſes. One of thoſe hills, the neareſt to 
Katfkill-creck, and elevated about a hundred feet above the level of 
the creek, ſuddenly ſuffered a ſinking of more than one half of its 
declivity. It might” have meaſured about a hundred and fifty feet 
from its ſummit to the extremity of its baſe, following the line of in- 
elination. A breadth' of about eighty fathoms fell in, beginning at 
about three or four fathoms from the top. The ſunken part gave 
way all on a ſudden, and fell ſo perpendicularly that a flock of ſheep, 
feeding on the ſpot, went down with it without being overturned. 
The trunks of trees that remained on it in a half-rotten ſtate were 
neither unrooted nor even inclined from their former direction, and 
now ſtand at the bottom of this chaſm of above four acres in extent, 
in the ſame perpendicular pofition, and on the ſame foil. However, 
as there was not ſufficient ſpace' for all this body of earth, which be- 
fore had lain in a ſlope, to place itſelf horizontally between the two 
parts of the hill that have not quitted their ſtation, ſome parts are 
cracked and as it were furrowed. But a more ſtriking circumſtance 
is, that the lower part of the hill, which has preſerved its. former 
ſhape, has been puſhed and thrown forward by the ſinking part 
making itſelf room that its baſe has advanced five or ſix fathoms 
beyond a ſmall rivulet which before flowed at the diſtance of above 
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ten fathoms from it—and that it tide even entirely ſtopped the courſe 
of its ſtream. The greateſt elevation of the chaſm is about fifty or 
ſixt feed: in its ſides it has diſcovered a blue earth exhibiting all the 
characteriſtics of marl, and Which, from the different experiments 
that Mr. Bogardus has made with it in ſeveral parts of his eſtate, ſeems 
to poſſeſs, all its virtues. In ſome of the ſtrata of this marl is * 
ſulphat of lime in minute cryſtals. 

It is not known what may haye been the cauſe of this event, 1 
the people here attribute to the operation of water, without well 
knowing why; for the inhabitants of Kat{kill are neither deep-read, 
nor verſed in natural philoſophy, nor addicted to obſervation. This 
ſinking took place on the firſt of June. of the preſent year, unattended 
by any noiſe, at leaſt by any that was ſufficiently loud to be heard 
either at Mr. Bogardus's houſe which is but three hundred fathoms 
diſtant from the ſpot, or in the town, which is ſeparated from it only 
by the narrow ſtream of the creek. 

Mr. Bogardus does not beſtow on his neighbours ſo R 's 
character as I have heard given to the inhabitants of the country in 
every other part of America: he- deſcribes them as miſchievous and 
thieviſh ; I know not whether upon good grounds, or whether he 
does not extend to the whole neighbourhood this general accuſation of 
thieviſhneſs in conſequence of a few apples and peaches that have 
been ſtolen from him—or whether his predilection for England may 
not have perſonally expoſed him to fome unpleaſant treatment. 

One fact however may be adduced in ſupport of Mr. Bogardus's 
opinion. A bridge over a creek at two miles from Katſkill has lately 
been burned ; and the country people think the deed was perpetrated 
with a view of promoting the PUT intereſt of a particular inn. 

1 


| KINGSTON. 


A wiſh to avoid the inconvenience of twice more n the 
North-River induced us to prefer the weſtern road, though leſs fre- 
quented than the other. Between Katſkill and Kingſton the road all 
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along runs between that beautiſul river to which- the traveller often 
approaches, and the Katſkill mountains, which are ſeveral miles 
diſtant. As far as Sagodus-creek, the country is thickly. inhabited: 
in many places the farms are of conſiderable extent: the banks of the 
river: are almoſt every Where laid out in meadows; the latids farther 
diſtant are appropriated to the production of grain of every kind. Vou 
frequently diſcover very beautiful proſpects — extenſive, agreeable, 
rich, on the fide toward the river —ſerious, romantic, magnificent, 
toward the mountains, whoſe forms are grand and variegated. Vou 
paſs Sagodus- creek in an indifferent boat, and enter a foreſt of white 
pines growing on a. fandy plain, from which you do not etnerge till 
within two miles of Lung non, that is to tay, for the . of ſeven or 
eight miles. + | 
EKingſton formerly called Ecopasy! a name ſtill uſed by the cdu 
people—is the chief town of. Ulſter county, and built on a creek of 
that name (the ſame which at ſome diſtance aſſumes the appellation 
of Sagodus, and which we had paſſed in the morning) in a beautiful 
little plain bounded on the weſt by that ſame maſs of mountains 
which here too are till called the Katſkill mountains. The place of 
embarkation is two miles lower down, near the North- River, at 
the mouth of Redout-creek. - This town was burned on the ſix- 
teenth of October 1777 by general Vaughan, who had no other motive 
for his conduct than the luſt of devaſtation. At that time it contained 
a hundred and forty houſes : nor did more than a ſingle barn eſcape 
from the effects of his infernal barbarity. That expedition,” which 
none of the inhabitants had expected, deprived them of every article 
contained in their houſes ;' and they were unable to fave any thing 
except their lives. In the courſe of the ſame autumn two or three 
houſes were already rebuilt, and the remainder were reſtored in the 
followitig ſummer. As they were almoſt all ſtone houſes, the former 
walls had remained ſtanding, and facilitated this ſpeedy renovation of 
the town. It now couſiſts af about a hundred and fifty houſes, and 
carries on the ſame kind of trade as the other towns ſituated, like 
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it, on the weſtern bank of the North-River ; but not being ſo conve- 
niently circumſtanced as Katſkill for communication with the back 
country, its commerce is leſs extenſive; though this will be couſider- 
ably increaſed by the natural operation of time in ſpreading population 
through thoſe tracts, which are now for the greater part un- inhabited. 

Six ſloops belong to the town, which are employed in carrying to 
New - Vork the produce that it receives, ſome articles of which, as 
timber, beef, pork, corn, do not come from a greater diſtance than 
between thirty and thirty-five miles. Flax-ſced is brought from the 
banks of the eaſtern branch of Delaware, that is to ſay from the diſ- 
tance of ſeventy miles. As far as the mountains, the lands which environ 
the town, and are called Flats, are of the beſt quality, and are fold: 
for ninety dollars the acre ; thoſe which lie toward the centre of the 
Flats, from five to thirty-five. dollars. The inhabitants of the town 
being for the moſt part of Dutch deſcent," the Low Dutch language 1s; 
more familiar here than the Engliſh. * There is no regular market in 
this town, though it contain a ſchool, an academy, a court-houſe, a 
priſon, and a Dutch-Lutheran church. Wen wg car be procured, 
it coſts ſix pence the pound, _ 

We had letters to Mr, Van Groſbeck, one of the dab haps 
| keepers in the town, and formerly a member of ' Congreſs. To thoſe 
letters we were indebted for an invitation to tea, the ſmoking of ſome - 
ſegars, a few glaſſes of wine, and a great portion of complaiſance in 
anſwering our queſtions: but this part of the country furniſhes fe- 
objects of inquiry. Mr. Van Groſbeck ſeems a good kind of man, 
and very temperate in his politics, Which appear to intereſt him leſs 
than the concerns of his ſhop. - An old phyſician, on the contrary, 
whom we met at his houſe, beſtows more attention on politics than 
on medicine. He is a decided republican, whoſe ſuſpicious diſtruſt 
ſeems incapable of being allayed. He bears a name which is cele- 
brated in the annals of liberty that of De Witt—and lays he is de- 
ſcended from the famous John De Witt. 7 


Mr. Van Groſbech, in princi ple a federaliſt, but very tolerant in his - 
politics, 
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politics, is the intimate friend of Colonel Burr, whoſe portrait, exe- 
cuted by a lad of the town, he has hanging over his chimney- piece. 
Mr. Burr, having (diſcovered in that youth a great diſpoſition for 
painting, procured for bim ſuch leſſons in the art as America was 
capable of affording, and has, at his own expenſe, lately ſent him to 

France and Italy to ſtudy the great models and receive the beſt inſtruo- 
tions. The life of Colonel Burr is marked yen ſimilar traits of bene- 
ficence and generoſity. enz 

From our windows we diſcover, though above ſeven miles diſtant, 
the light of a conflagration in the woods, which has already laſted 
eight days. Such accidents are.very frequent in the clearing of lands 
by the aid of fire, The lighteſt inattention ſuffers the blaze to ſpread 
beyond the intended bounds: in which caſe it is impoſſible to ex- 
tinguiſh it, eſpecially at this time when the drought and the falling 
of the leaves furniſh it with the means of rapidly extending its ra- 
vages. It alſo frequently happens that conflagrations are cauſed in the 
woods by the hunters, who, for the purpoſe of more certainly killing 
the deer, ſurround with fire the places where they ſuppoſe them to be. 
Some. of theſe lines of fire are ſeveral miles in circumference : their 
breadth is incoufiderable ; for, however narrow they may be, the deer 
never croſs. them, The hunters generally adopt the neceſſary precau- 
tions to prevent the flame from communicating : but ſometimes thoſe 
precautions are neglected: ſometimes alfo, although they have been 
obſcrved, a ſudden wind ſpreads the fire, which often conſumes the 
entire incloſure, and even great traQs beyond its bounds, involving in 
the conflagration all the ſettlements and houſes it meets in Its hoy 4 
and thus reducing many families to ruin. 

Lime-ſtone is very common in this part: the Bhabittals u. 
already begun to burn large parcels of it, and ſend it to the neigh- 
bouring iſlands. At Poughkeepſie is burned a great quantity, Which 
is ſold at New-York for a ſhilling the buſhel. This circumſtance, 
which is highly advantageous to the country, may poſſibly claſh with 
General. Knox's ſpeculations on his lime from the diſtrict of Maine.— 
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The freight of corn from Kiogſton to New-York is fix pence per 
buſhel 3 to Albany, it is ten pence. +» , 

A conſiderable traffic in ſalt fiſh* is carried on at - Kingfton? The 
mall bay near the landing-place facilitates the fiſhery of ſhad, herrings, 
and ſalmon, which come up Hudſon's-River in abundance in the 
ſpring ſeaſon, and to the catching of which the inhabitants of this 
tract are more attentive than thoſe of ay other rae on the banks of 
that river. 

NEW-PATTZ. | 
Me were informed at Kingſton, that, in purſuing the road which 
runs at the greater diſtance from the river, we ſhould have no creeks 
to paſs, and ſhould find good inng We came, however, to Walkill- 
creek, which we were obliged to croſs in a boat ſo full of water, 
that, notwithſtanding our caution, we were compelled to fit on horſe- 
back during the paſſage : and, inſtead of good inns, we found only a 
wretched tippling-houſe. The road approaches the ſame maſs of 
mountains which we ſaw yeſterday under the name of the Katſkill 
mountains, but which here are called by that of Changung. The 
country in general conſiſts of beautiful and fertile plains, but ſome- 
times interſperſed with ſandy tracts, and woods of little value. | 
The Walkill is the ſame creek which at Kingſton bears the appel- 
lation of Redout-kill: In the Low-Dutch language, A ſignifies creek : 
and, as the Dutch were, the firſt: ſettlers of the ſtate of New-York, 
and more particularly aftet ward of the weſtern bank of the North- 
River, ſuch towns, mountains, and eresks, as have not preſerved their 
original Indian names, have for the moſt part received Dutch appel- 
lations. The country bordering on the Walkill is, to a conſiderable 
diſtance back, annually infeſted with autumnal intermittent fevers. 
New⸗-Pattz is zlmoſt univerſally nbabited by families of French 
extraction, whole. anceſtors, having quitted France on account of their 
religion, took refuge firſt in Holland, then paſſed; over to America, 
Toth and 


wo 
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and eſtabliſhed themſelves at. Pattz, a very old ſettlement founded by a 
Dutch colony. About forty years fince, , thoſe families quitted Pattz, 
and took up their reſidence a few miles farther, in a diſtrict to which 
they have given the appellation of New-Pattz. They now preſerve 
no other characteriſtics of their Gallic origin than a traditional recol- 
lection of, and a fond attachment to, the land that gave birth to their 
progenitors. Their names, ſtill remaining the ſame, are written and 
pronounced after the Dutch manner. Theſe people do not underſtand 
a word of French, but ſpeak bad Dutch and bad Engliſh; there is 
nothing in their manners by which an obſerver may be reminded- of 
the country whence they have originated: they are dull torpid Hol- 
landers, as ſavage as all the other inhabitants of the country whom 
we have met fince our paſſage of the North-River. Their religion 
is the Dutch reformed. Each of theſe families, in ſome inſtances 
even the pooreſt, has one or two negroes or negreſſes; ſlavery being 
as ſtrictly maintained in the ſtate of New-York as in that of Virginia; 
with this difference, however, that, as ſlaves are leſs numerous here, 
they are much better treated. The price at which they are fold is 
four hundred dollars for a full-grown man ; half that price for girls. 
Theſe flaves are not baptiſed or inſtructed in religion, but are in that 
reſpect kept in the loweſt ſtate of degradation. The quakers and 
anabaptiſts who conſtitute a part of the population. of new rn 
have no ſlaves. 

The lands in the neighbourhood are good; and their price is from 
ſixteen to twenty dollars the acre. Their produce is conveyed to 
Kingſton, but oftener to New-York. They are for the greater part 
laid down in meadows, and feed abundance of cattle» The meadow 
huſbandry does not continue longer than three years, after which 
ſucceeds a crop of grain. The culture of the grain 1s bad, and the 
lands do not produce above ten or twelve buſhels per acre, or twenty- 
five buſhels of Indian corn. The price of grain here is regulated by that 
in the New-York market: it is at preſent thirteen ſhillings the buſhel : 
Indian corn is at a dollar and half. During the laſt ſpring, hay was 
© "POL. I. + © wh fold 
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1 rm its uſual price is from three 
to four. 
|  Workmen are not eaſily procured here ; 1 as vere, as, they 
| have been able to amaſs a little money, they go to the new countries 
and become farmers themſelves. They muſt be paid from ten to 
twelve dollars per month, and ſometimes two dollars a day. in the 
harveſt-time. The greater part of the immigration to theſe new 
#countries is from beyond the river, and from the ſtate of New-York 
Complaints are made here, as in every other place through which 
we have paſſed, of the extreme drought, which dries up all the waters, 
and reduces the gages number of the mills to a ſtate of inactivity. 


„ 1.41 NEWBURG. AND NEW-WINDSOR.. 


The road _ New-Patts to e is a continued ſucceſſion of 
inequalities. It croſſes all the hills which ſeparate this part of the 
country from the North-River. The country is thickly peopled, and 
exhibits pretty conſiderable. farms, and vaſt barns, almoſt univerſally 
ſurrounded with ricks of hay. The lands are for the moſt part kept in 
meadows: but, each farm containing within its boundaries different 
expoſures of high and low land, a portion is always as regularly devoted 
to the plough. Such is the practice in the generality of the farms on 
the weſt fide of the river, and to ſome diſtance back. To 

' Newburg, which alſo lies in Ulſter county, is built, on the bank of 
fas river, and ſituate at the diſtance of four miles below. the Extremity 
of the Highlands; The back countries of which this town, receives 
the produce being more thickly inhabited chan thoſe that ſupply the 
other towns through which we have hitherto, pafſed, its trade with 
New-York is more extenſiwe than theirs. Vet only ſix ſloops belong 
to Newburg: but thoſe ſloops, on account of the ſmall diſtance of 
"New-York, perform almoſt twice as many voyages. as/thoſe even of 
Karſkill, which hes only ſixty miles higher. The produce from the 
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banks of the weſtern branch of Delaware comes alſo to Newburg b) 
roads which are ſaid to be very good. It is averred that above ten 
thouſand caſks of butter are annually ſhipped at Newburg and New- 
Windſor. The quantity has even been greater this year, and muſt 
receive a further increaſe from the extenſion of the ſettlements and 
the improvements in agriculture. | 

New-Windſor nevertheleſs is in a ſtate of Fan ; a great bas, 
which renders the approach to it tedious and difficult, cauſing a pre- 
ference to be given to Newburg, which will, it is probable, evtirely 
abſorb the trade of the former place. Notwithſtanding this diſadvan · 
tage, New-Windfor ſtill has two or three ſloops employed in conſtant 
voyages to and from New-York, That town, fitudte in Orange- 
county and two miles below Newburg, conſiſts only of about forty 
houfes ; whereas Newburg contains at leaſt four times that number, 
almoſt all built fince the war. There were not tweuty erected on the 
pot when General Wafhington made it his head quarters in 17790. 

'The' proſpect here is grand. To the left, the eye follows through 
an extenſive ſpace the majeſtic courſe of this beautiful river, bordered 
in its whole length by little hills of variegated forms and all well eul- 
tivated :—in front it commands a view of the river two miles in 
breadth, and of the hills on the other fide, well cultivated likewiſe and 
thickly inhabited: behind theſe, riſe the mountains which a little 
farther form the Highlands, and which; though very elevated, 
are alſo covered with farms, houſes, and cultivation: more to the 
right, the eye penetrates the narrow channel which the river has form- 
ed for its paſſage through theſe lofty and beautiful mountains, and dif- 
covers the- fortifications of Weſt-Point-: farther to the right, the view 
is intercepted by that fame chain of mountains which recede in waping 
perſpective to the weft, where they join the Alleghany» ridge. The 
inhabitants of Newburg are almoſt univerſally immigrants from News- 
England. We are informed here that Orange - county is peopled by 
Iriſ and Germans, who are all induſtrious and good farmers. 


At New-York a houſe is building for the college called the nn 
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The expenſe is defrayed by the preſbyterians, who, Win for this 


purpoſe obtained the endowment of an extenſive tract of land granted 
to the epiſcopalians in the time of the Britiſh government, thus fulfil 
the condition annexed to that donation, This academy receives more- 


over the annual ſum of four or five hundred dollars from the funds 
deſtined by the ſtate of N ew-York for the men and nr 


of ſchools. 
The price of every article has file "1: as in all hot 5 of 


America, ſince the commencement of the war. Workmen are ſcarce; 


and their wages are from twelve to fifteen dollars per month. Beef 


eoſts eight pence the pound; a pair of oxen, from eighty to a hundred 


— a good cow, twenty-five. 


We bad a letter from Mr. Van Groſbeck of Kingſton for Mr, Seight, 


a lawyer of Newburg, from whom we experienced more civilities than 


ſervices; for he could not in ſix-and- thirty hours procure us a ſmall 
boat to convey us to Weſt-Point, whither we had ſent our horſes 


acroſs the mountains. We were obliged to wait for the garriſon's 


boat, which was ſent to us by the commanding officer wen he found 


that we did not arrive. 


PASSAGE OF THE NORTH- RIVER IN THE HIGHLAN DS. 


The navigation from Newburg to Weſt-Point preſents one 9 
moſt grand and majeſtic views that can be ſeen in any part of the 
world. The river, exceeding two miles in width, narrows its ſtream 
to paſs between the mountains, in a channel whoſe breadth is not 
more than half a mile. The mountains through which it forces its 
way, though not very lofty, exhibit the moſt beautiful, the moſt varie- 
gated, and the moſt majeſtic forms. In ſome places we behold maſſes 
of rock towering in perpendicular altitude, and threatening each mo- 
ment to cruſh in their fall whatever paſſes beneath their feet. In other 
parts their form is more inclined : but here they are leſs naked, and 
bear a ſew oaks, a few pines, a few cedars, which grow on the rocks, ; 

though 
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though the eye cannot diſcover , the earth which nouriſhes den 


Again, theſe great mountains. recede from each other, and their place , 15 > 
on the banks of the ſtream is occupied by little bills, of fertile ſoil, r 

in many parts cultivated, The river inceſſantiy winds throdgh ths $ 71 9 
different mountains: and the proſpect here is incomparably De IQ 
beautiful than that of the junction of the N and the Sheban- | . 

doah in the Blue- Ridge. ky I ; 


Weſt· Ppint is in. the narroweſt part of this paſſage, LOL is eighteen 9 
miles i in length. It is a promontory which advances A conſiderable} 
way into the natural bed of the river, and forces the ſtream in = 
ward direction, where another mountain on the oppoſite ſhore preſents * 
to it an obſtacle equally unfurmauntable, and drives it back to the fide +4 
which it had quitted; fo that the water abſolutely ſurrounds this ſpot, A 
which, by its poſition, commands the navigation of that great river. Its 
channel at Weſt- Point does not exceed a quarter of a mile in breadth. 
This is the poſt that General Arnold intended to betray. o General F 
Clinton. The former at that time commanded the advanced guard of 
the American army; and the accompliſpment of bis ſcheme would 
for a long time have retarded the, termination of the war. I have 
ſeen the houſe in which the interviews took place between that traitor a 
and the unfortunate major Andre : it was that Where Arnold had his — 
head- quarters; it ſtands. at the diſtance of a mie from de 
Ee org | „ 1 
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This bot ; is r in the le Date at. preſent j in which it. was 
during the war. Fort-Putnarn—which ſtands on the ſummit of the 
mountain, and of which the object was to cut off all approach to Weſt- 
Point from behind, as well as to ſupport ſome ſtill farther advanced 
intrenchments on the neighbouring mountains had been begun in 
maſon's work by the celebrated and unfortunate Koſciuſko, at that time 
ply war in the American army. That fortification” ' 

was 
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Duos continued two years ſince by Monſieur Vincent, a French en- 

gineer, and upon an excellent plan. But thirty-five thouſand dollars 

expended on it by Monſieur Vincent have been no better than a uſeleſs 

- Expenditure, fince the further ſum of forty-five thouſand, requiſite for the 

completion of that great and intereſting work, has been refuſed—and | 
the fine erections in ſtone which are half fnithied, together with the 

caſemates which are only commenced, remain expoſed to the inclemen- 

cies of the ſevere winters of this climate, which will ff eedily deſtroy 

thofe walls unlefs Congreſs will graut the money hi? ary for at leaſt 

covering them. 

In every other inſtance the American goverment how the fame 
inattention to alf the grand objctts of primary” importance: they dis 
play great zeal and launch forth into great and each exceſſive 
expenſes during the firſt” year, and afterward totally ſtop. che ſupplies. 
Hence we ſee conſiderable ſums laviſhed without advantage, exhibiting 
moſt evident prodfs of improvidence and fickleneſs in the overnment. 

There is no other fortifcation at 'Welt- Point, Where indeed the 
hand of nature Has already done ſo. much, that, in Cafe of | Emergency, 
it might foo be put into'a relpeckable ſtate of defence. During the 
wat, this part of the county, on both tides wg the fiver, was thick- 
fown *with ſmall forts, of which the veſtiges' are fill, to be ſeen, and 
which; when once the Americans had eſtablimled them, the' Engliſh 
never ventured to approach. Anne 9119949 507 Pu 

Weſt-Point is the ſtation of the corps of engineers and artilleriſts of 
the United States, which conſiſts of four batallions of two 1 
and fifty men cach, and furniſhes detachments for all the poſts w 
the United States e entertain a military force ; beſides $ an entite ba a. 
lion at reſent with, the army of General Wa ne in th LESS Ferri- 
tory. Kuß corps, fi ingly conſtitut es above one Fa urth p ft of f the 
Ace ſtanding army, of Wie the total number 1 is 155 three 
chouland, four 1 85. men; a an ud, aft a as” that "number 18, it anner 
be . f. 0 eafy and er able are th e circumſtances of the 
 ſopfe ple Amikrica, and fuch their "Independence "of fpirit, that—itot- 

withſtanding 
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- withſtanding all the temptations, of liberal pay, extreme facility 1 in ob- th & 
taining furloughs, and indulgences of ev ery kind granted to the fol- | * 
diers, together with the entleneſs of the diſcipline and the ſhortneſs , 
of the engagements—it 1s found difficult to recruit, that little army : os 
yet, although the law of the United States ordains that none be ad- | 
mitted. into the military body except natives of America, English de- 
ſerters are enliſted, Germans, Irihmen newly arrived, un thort every 8 
one who, preſents himſelf ; and, after. all, the ranks. are not filled to | 
their due complement, _ . 

1 ſhall ſpeak, elſewhere of the pay of the, American tfoops. The 
fault to which they are moſt addicted is drunkenneſs, which is ſo ha- + 
bitual that it eſcapes puniſhment. Theft i is very rare among the ſol- 
diery, as indeed in the country in genera]; but to fileh proviſions or 
liquor is not conſidered as theft: it is a ſort of cuſtomary, privilege at 
which the officers are obliged to connive, but which nevertheleds does as 
not extend to the ſtealing of live poultry, ſheep, or other animals; al- 
though it would not be quite lafe to leave thoſe ſame. auimals expoſed, 
when dead and banging up ready for uſe. $ Peſertions ſometimes 
happen, but in no conſiderable, number. * The term of ſervice was . | 
heretofore three years; it is now extended to five; J and the bounty * 1 
enliſtment is fourteen dollars, | ps V1 8 | 
One muſt, not expect to; find the American c e. well trained o or 
remarkable for meatneſs; a European eye is ſhocked by their want of 
cleanlineſß and their unſoldierlixe appearance. But theſe are defects 
arifing from the nature of the country; and the recruiting ſervice 
would proceed ſtill more Nowly, if greater ſtrictneſs were uſed to re- 
medy them. This gorps is exerciſed as the other troops, but with no 
greater ſucces, _ They are. alſo taught to bre cannon and mortars; 3 
and this is the branch to which the chief attention is paid. . The offi- , 
cer, however, knows little more. of the buſineſs than [tbe private ſol. 
dier: and the government does not adopt any meaſures. to provide that 
none but ſkilful officers; be admitted, which indeed it would be difficult 
to e in this couptry=——ngr even 10 have thew iure after 


their A, 
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„e rnavbis is Sour axintiex,” 
ö their admiſſion, which would be an eafier taſk. The corps of officers; 
firſt eſtabliſhed about two years fince, is compoſed of men of all coun- 
tries. Such of them as we have ſeen are men of advantageous appear- 
ance, and ſeemed to be very good company : but theſe were only ten 
in number; and we have been informed that all the others do not in 
theſe particulars reſcmble them. The officers are paid from thirty-five 
to ſeventy dollars per month, with the addition of a greater or ſmaller 
number of rations according to their grade. They are lodged in ſmall 
houſes irregularly built on an extenſive eſplanade at the foot of the 
mountains, where they have better accommodations than the French 
officers ever have had in barracks. The commanding officer is Monſieur 
de Rochefontaine, who ſerved in the army of the United States during 
the entire period of the war. He has ſince been in the French ſer- 
vice; and he poſſeſſes much Prenter; knowledge 125 {kill than yy of 

his officers. 
I know not why the little army of the United States, te of 
three thouſand four hundred men, is not excluſively compoſed of ar- 
tilleriſts, and, eſpecially, provided with a greater number of officers. 
In time of peace, thoſe artilleriſts might occupy the frontier poſts as 
uſefully as any other troops : they would even be more ſerviceable, 
ſince the occupation of thoſe poſts is entirely a ſervice of defence, and 
a ſmall detachment of artillery i is ſtationed in each. The place of the 
regiments now on foot, which are not artillery, would be completely 
ſupplied in war-time by the militia or continental troops which then 
muſt be raiſed or aſſembled ; and thus the United States would at leaft 
| peoſſeſs an effective force of three thouſand four hundred artilleriſts, 
4 wWhoſe pay would not coſt them more than that of thie other regiments. 
But —again be it remarked— the American government betray the 
utmoſt improvidence, careleſſneſs, and ignorance, in every branch, and 
eſpecially in what concerns the military department. It i is a frivolous 
excuſe to ſay that the executive power is cramped by the Congreſs : 
"that may indeed be the caſe with reſpect to the expenſes required for 
the ſupport of a more numerous ariy, or even for the erection and 
* : maintenance 
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maintenance of the neceſſary fortifications : but it is not, it cannot be, 
true with reſpe& to the moſt uſeful mode of 1 87 d the ſums 
granted. 

There is alſo at Weſt- Point a ſmall ane containing between ſix 
and ſeven thouſand ſtand of arms. It is kept in much worſe order 
than that of Springfield. Forty pieces of cannon, of all ſizes, and 
about the ſame number of carriages, many of which were not made 
for the pieces, are kept at Weſt-Point, partly in the ſtores, partly plant- 
ed in various places for the defence of this and the ſurrounding poſts, 
which would require above a hundred. Probably a time may come 
when more capable men will be placed at the head of the different de- 
partments, and when theſe objects of primary importance will engage 
more ſerious conſideration. But meanwhile much valuable time is 
loſt, and nearly all the expenſe incurred is fruitleſs, 

It may be deemed ſurprizing that the military ſyſtem of England is 
that which is followed in this little handful of an army. In the firſt 
place, It is in itfelf a moſt wretched model for imitation : and beſides it 
would have been both proper and uſeful for the American government 
to break through the Engliſh habits, in this inſtance in particular, and 
eſpecially for the purpoſe of adopting ſomething better. The army is 
alſo dreſſed in Engliſh cloth; and, what is ſtill more remarkable, the 
muſkets which the contractors have undertaken to furniſh, and which 
are made after the ancient French model of 1763, are imported from 
England in pieces ready made, as locks, hammers, cocks, bayonets, &c. 
The contractor finds his advantage in this management on account of 
the high price of workmanſhip 1 in America ; and he is RING to follow 
an own plan. | 
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VERPLANCK- POINT. 


Moi eur de Nocbelbittine after having en Monfi eur Guille= 
mard and me a'very friendly reception, inſiſted on conveying us in his 
barge beyond the boundaries of the Highlands. This was a good op- 

Vo“. II. 11 portunity 
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portunity of completing our examination of the whole of that intereſt- 
ing part of the North-River ; and with pleaſure we accepted his oblig- 


ing offer. Mr. Lowel, adjutant-general of the corps, and friend of a 
rich inhabitant who reſided at the place where our navigation termi- 
nated, propoſed to conduct us to his friend's houſe, aſſuring us that we 
ſhould be joyfully received. We were not diſappointed of the pleaſure 
we had promiſed ourſelves from our little voyage; yet this part of the 
Highlands is much leſs beautiful than that which is paſſed in going to 
Weſt-Point. The mountains are here leſs elevated; their forms leſs 
bold; the bed of the river leſs narrow: the whole, notwithſtanding, 
exhibits a grand and beautiful ſcene, which the eye enjoys with rap» 
ture, and of which the mind long retains the remembrance. 

On our way we paſſed under the remains of Fort- Montgomery, car- 
ried by the Engliſh during the laſt war. Farther on, and at the mouth 
of a little creek, we ſaw a flour-mill, ere&ted two years ſince. The 
miller who built it was condemned by all his neighbours for the choice 
he had made of a ſituation: they aſſured him that the ſtream was not 
ſufficiently powerful, and that the water would often fail. Theſe re- 
preſentations only encouraged him the more in the proſecution of his 
plan: he knew the extent of his reſources much better than his ad- 
viſers, to whoſe remonſtrances he made no other anſwer-than that of 
giving to his mill the name of ga ira. Accordingly, the mill con- 
tinues in motion, is conſtantly employed, docs a great deal of work, 


and produces a conſiderable profit to the owner,” who is a native of 
New-England. 


As to the good reception wth which Mr. Lowel had flattered us, 
we found ourſelves greatly diſappointed in our expectations on that ſcore; 
for Mr. Verplanck could hardly have given us a worſe, unleſs he had ab- 


ſolutely turned us out of doors. This is the firſt time in the courſe of 
my travels in America that I ever failed to experience a hoſpitable re- 


ception. But Mr. Verplanck had not invited us; and it: of courſe was 
quite natural that he ſhould have been diſpleaſed with our viſit : it was 


even candid in him thus to make us acquainted with his diſpoſition. 
Verplayck- 
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Verplanck- Point is on the eaſtern bank of the North-River. It was 
in the extenſive plain behind it that the junction was formed between 
the American and French armies in 1781, previous to their marching 
into Virginia. On the other fide of the river, and oppoſite to Ver- 
planck-Point, is Stony-Point, which General Wayne took from the 
Engliſh at the point of the bayonet. His van was commanded by 
Monfieur Dupleſſis, a French Oy whoſe valour and intelligence are 
not r in America. 


ARRIVAL AT NEW-YORK. 


© From Verplanck:Point to New-York we cotſikuty ny Ree 
the eaſtern bank of the North-River : and travelling over very moun- 
tainous roads, much embarraſſed with rocks, and conſequently often 
bad, we hardly ever loſt Night of that beautiful river, which in every 
point of view preſents intereſting proſpects: of theſe, the moſt beauti- 
ful in this part is the Tappan- ſea, ſo called becauſe here the bed of the 
river, for the length of ten or twelve miles, extends to ſuch a width as 
to reſemble rather a great lake than even the greateſt river. 

At length we arrived by King's-Bridge in the iſland of New-York, 
where the ſoil, which is in general bad, is yet covered with indifferent 
woods in the parts moſt diſtant from the city. There are, however, nu- 
merous farms, and particularly country-ſeats, in all the tra& which lies 
within fix or ſeven miles of it, and in the parts bordering on the 
North-River, — * the arm . the en which (cpardtes thus ve 
mn 97.8 Fred 
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MINERALOGICAL OBSERVATION S. 


| American mineralogy, as 1 have already more than once remarked, 
offers few varieties for obſervation. The great mountains—that j is to 
ſay, the moſt elevated—are generally formed of granite; as, for in- 


on, in my laſt tour, the mountains of New Hampſhire, the Green 
; Ii2 | Mountains, 
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Mountains, and the Highlands. Thoſe of inferior altitude ſucceffively 
exhibit ſchiſtus more or leſs perfect, ſlate, feldt-ſpath, calcareous ſtone, 


and ſome ſand-ſtones of extreme hardneſs, and in a ſtate of great per- 
fection. At the diſtance of eight or ten miles from New- Vork is a 


pretty rich copper-mine : the ore is itregulatly ſcattered through a kind 
of ſandy-ſtone often reſembling grit and ſometimes the pudding-ſtone. 
It yields ftom ſixty to ſeventy pounds of fine copper per hundred weight. 
Previous to the revolution it uſed to be carried to England, where it bore 


a a higher price than any other ore of the ſame metal. The mine has 


been ſeveral times wrought, abandoned, and reſumed. At prefent 
there are workmen employed in it, who are for the moſt part Germans, 
brought over from Europe for the purpoſe, and paid from fifteen to 
twenty dollars per month. However excellent the copper, the com- 
pany cannot ſell it in pigs, and are now erecting mills to roll it into 
ſheets, and manufacture it into various houſehold articles. The ſteam- 
engine for pumping off the water is very ill .contrived, and the defect 
in its conſtruction extends /its influence to the working of the mine. 
There is reaſon to apprehend, that, through the want of a good me- 
thod and of ſkilful men to direct the _—_ this ere mine * 
e eee to gernapr. 5 0 
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TREES. . wy 


"Along the trees of 1 various o ſperies but fimilar to thoſs which 1 had 
before ſeen elſewhere, I have diſtinguiſhed the kalmia, the liquidam- 
bar, the acacia triacanthos, the black walnut, and the uli pier * which 
does not grow to any conſiderable ſize in a higher northern latitude 
than that of erte degrees. e 


'I cannot learn the proper Engliſh _ * the tree here debgnated by the French appel- 
lation * Feger or — oy * 
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JOURNEY T0 FEDERAL-CITY IN THE YEAR 1797: 


ron FROM. PHILADELPHIA. To CHEST ER AND WHMMNG: 
| dy bp 1 gan Jo! morn; cu 


Ex and ae. en me * 0 Philadelphia, Er me to 
ſeek tranquillity, or at leaſt amuſement, in a courſe. of activity My 
preſent deſtination is Federal-City. This excurfon- is ſtill more ſoli- 
tary than my laſt year's journies, for I had then the; company of my 
poor faithful dog Carfouche, who is now too old and inſirm to accom 
pany me; thus the ſources, of conſolation. vaniſh at the moment when 
we need them moſt, I ſet out the 26th of March 17077. : 

Wilmington road leaves the city of Philadelphia by thoſe long Nreets 
which William Penn laid down in his deſign for uniting the Delaware 
and the Skuylkills which, however, are not yet built upon to more 
than a third of their intended length. Theſe ſtreets are uniformly 
railed, and the cultivated ground. whether farms or gardens, is alſo 
encloſed with railing... Though the ſoil here is of an indifferent qua- 
lity, eſtates are yaluable z as the vicinity of the city enables the occu- 
pier to manure his land pleutifully, and enfures him the ſale of his pro- 
duce! at the beſt price. Dung is ſold by the cart-load at Philadelphia, 
at about a dollar per ton: the farmers uſe it much too freſh. 

You paſs. the Skuylkill at Gray's-Ferry, the road to which runs be- 
n Woodlands, the ſeat of Mr. William Hamilton: it ſtands high, 
and is ſeen upon an eminence from the oppoſite fide of the river. It 
commands an excellent proſpect, but is not to be admired. for any 
thing elſe. The houſe is ſmall and ill- conſttucted, very much out of 
repair, and badly furniſned. The garden, which is ſmall, is neglect- 
ed; but in an adjoining hot-houſe Mr. Hamilton rears plants procured 
at a great expence from all, parts of the world. He is proprietor af 
from three to four hundred acres of the ſurrounding country, which 


with ſome pains and expence might be converted into a lucrative 
| and 
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and pleaſant farm. His houſe and gardens would receive as great em- 
belliſhment from the neighbourhood- of a good tenantry, as he would 
himſelf deri e emolument from their labour; but either from indiffer- 
ence, or from a want of the neceſſary funds to defray the firſt 
expences of clearing the land, it remains uncultivated, and his houſe 
ſeems ſurrounded by a deſert. No man, however, is happier to re- 
ceive his friends, or entertains them better, than Mr. William Hamil- 
ton: he is a chearful man, a moſt excellent Ann and is in n 

upper? the gentleman. 4 | 

SGray's-Ferry itſelf preſents a wo das view, - The toll-houſe, 
ſituated amidſt large points of rock, which here ſkirt the ſouth bank 
of the Skuylkill, the trees ſcattered here and there amongſt them, and 
a conſiderable number of ſailing veſſels belonging to an adjoining inn, 
form together a truly intereſting ſcene. This inn is a place of gene- 
ral reſort for parties of pleaſure in the ſummer, and is frequently viſit- 
ed in the winter by the young people of Philadelphia, who travel there 
in fledges, dine, and ſometimes paſs the night there in dancing. 

From this ſpot to Cheſter, however, there is not one agreeable pro- 
ſpect. The country is flat without being ſmooth ; the floods render it 
uneven in ſome places, but the ridges of the banks which they form 
are all of one ſhape and level. The whole of the land is in a ſtate of 
cultivation, and woods are only found in clumps. Cultivation how- 
ever is neglected. Several houſes built with pieces of rock, cemented 
with a mortar of earth; a few, which are the neateſt, built with bricks; 
and a great number of block-houſes ;' are the only objects to be met 
with. Huts formed of logs and planks of wood, as miſerable as any 
that are to be ſeen in the pooreſt parts of France, cover the country, 
The inhabitant here is proprietor and cultivater: that he lives as he 
pleaſes, muſt be admitted ; but in the moſt remote and uninhabited 
parts of America that I have viſited, I bave never ſeen a greater pro- 
portion of wretched habitations. The men and women who are ſeen 
iſſuing from their byts-are badly clothed, and bear every mark of po- 


verty. * urn are in rags, and almoſt naked. The preſent mo- 
ment 
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ment however is by no means favoutable to the appearance of the 
country. Nothing yet appears above the ground, except the corn, of 
which there is but a ſmall quantity in this part of the country. The 
water of the erecks, whieh we croſs, and that of the Delaware, which 
is frequently in fight, is muddy, and of the ſame yellow colour as the 
banks which confine it; and the eternal wooden encloſures, which of 
themſelves are ſufficient to throw a gloom over the moſt dehghtful 
landſcape, add to the drearineſs of this, and to the tints of melancholy 
with which the ſeaſon of the year colours the ſcene. A ſmall creek 
near Cheſter ſupplies Philadelphia, from its banks, with ſtones which 
are uſed for paving their ſtreets: they are carried to within a mile of 
the mouth of the ereek into the Delaware in floops, which are con- 
ſtantly failing to and from the city. 
| Cheſter is the chief city of the county of the ſame name in the gate 
of Pennſylvania. The court of common pleas and the quarter ſeſſions 
of the juſtices are held here. This place is celebrated in the annals of 
Pennſylvania as the ſpot where the firſt colonial aſſembly was held, in 
the December of the year 1682. Cheſter contains about ſixty houſes 
tolerably well built; of which five or fix are good inns, very much 
frequented by travellers, and often by parties of pleaſure, beſides the 
ſtages, which are increaſed upon the Baltimore road, and in the eaſtern 
part of Maryland. They are alſo frequented by paſſengers from veſ- 
ſels, who diſembark there in preference to purſuing their voyage up 
the Delaware to, Philadelphia, which 1s frequently tedious when the 
tide 15 unfavourable, | 

| Cheſter is admired for its vroſpedt, which is certainly ps > as 
the city, built upon a riſing ground ſomewhat elevated above the ſur- 
rounding country, commands for a conſiderable diſtance to the right 
and left the plain below, and in front the Delaware with the country 
of Jerſey beyond; yet the eye, in running over this extenſive view, 
ſees nothin g but a tireſome uniformity, the fields are flat, and without 
thoſe clumps of trees, which, in Europe, give them ſuch a pleaſing ap- 
pearance. The borders of Jerſey are likewiſe flat, A few mean log- 

houſes 
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Houſes are juſt diſcernible at a very great diſtanee, which bebg fur= 
rounded by two or three acres of cleared land are loſt in the foreſts 
behind them. IE 4 
During the two hours in e at the inn we aw a great Va- 
riety of travellers, the generality of whom were a civil, converſable, 
good fort of people. Throughout the whole of my extenſive travels in 
America I have ſeldom met with any other fort, but have always been 
confirmed in my opinion, that the Americans are in genetal a well- 
diſpoſed people. It muſt be underſtood that I do not allude to the in- 
Tabilucits, eſpecially the wealthy inhabitants, of the chief cities. 
The population of Cheſter amounts to about thirty thoufand ſouls; 
is about fifty miles in length, and forty-five in width. There are ſeve- 
ral iron mines, which however, at preſent, ſupply only ſeven or eight 
forges. A few miles beyond Cheſter we enter the ſmall ſtate of De- 
laware, which is diſtinguiſhed by the bad ſtate of the roads, and by 
the bridges, which are almoſt all conſtrued of wood. The country 
becomes more mountainous; it is covered with rocks, which are not 
even removed from the highway, although with little labour they 
might be broken into pieces, which would render the roads excellent 150 
durable. Cultivation appears to be ſtill more neglected here than in the 
vicinity of Pennſylvania. The land is badly poughed, the furrows are 
not even ſtrait. The grounds i in general are under water, though they 
might be drained with very little trouble. The houſes are even worſe 
than the lands. From ſome parts of the road, in clear weather, may 
be ſeen the city of Philadelphia, and the capes of the Delaware. 
Half-way from Cheſter to Wilmington ſtands an inn, where the 
ſtage generally tops. It was kept about three years ago by an Eng- 
liſhman, a diſſenter, who, i in the ſpirit of a demagogue, had a ſign painted 
repreſenting a decapitated female, the head lying by the fide of the 
bleeding trunk; underneath which was this inſcription, « The guillotined 
Queen of France. No authority poſſeſſed the power of compelling him 
To take down this horrible ſign, at the fight of which every body revolt- 
d; and as it was the only inn, within five miles either way, it could not 


14 be 
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be abandoned. However, that which the laws could not effect, the 
public voice accompliſhed. The horror excited by this infamous pic- 
tare was ſo general, and ſo loudly proclaimed, that the brutal innkeeper 
was obliged to change his ſigu, of at leaſt to alter it. He was unwil- 
ling, however, to relinguiſh the idea entirely. The female ill re- 
mained without a head}: but erect, without any trace of blood, or in- 
plements of execution; and tHe inſcription was altered to The Silent 
Momuan. Such- was! the! publiè reparation which this man partially 
made, but he continued to be deſpiſed : his inn was, however, ſtill fre- 
quented, becdũſe, as I have before obſerved, it was the only one. Since 
that, period other taverns have been eſtabliſhed ; another iunkeeper 
has ſucceeded the Diſſenter, and has exthawged 4 the bh a of the n. 
Momun for that of the PraBical Farmer. 1 27 bac 

I have beheld a fight to-day which; happily, is hs uncommon in 
the United States: two women left their houſes when the ſtage ar- 
rived, to ſell bad apples to the paſſengers; they did not beg for money, 
but they received it. Among theſe was a woman who dus fourteen 
children, all by different father; : the was never martied, and is unable 
to ſay preciſely ho is the fatlier of arty + of her children. Such an in- 
ſtance would de mentioned as infamous,” even in our European ſtates ; 
but this poor woman by her own labour, and a few dollars procured 
from the charity of paſſerrgets, has brought up theſe fourteen children, 
without becoming burthenſome to the ſtate, and without the leaſt aſ- 
ſiſtance from the fathers'of thefe children, whbm the does not even 
know. This commendable attachment is ſome little extenuation of 
the licentions ufe which the has made of her uncommon fruitfulneſs. 

- Brandy wine Creek feparates the hundred of Brandywine from the” 
liberties of Wilmington. Theſe hundreds are ih ſome of the American 
ſtates, as in Eugland, a divifion of the counties. The ſtate of Dela- 
ware is thus divided. They do not contain precifely one hundred 
pariſhes, as their name ſeems to imply; but they form, more than thoſe 
of England, a part of the adminiſtrative hierarchy of the ſtate of Dela- 
ware, which is divided iuto counties and hundreds. N hundred 
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has its own. ofticers choſen by itſelf... A proportion of the national 
taxes and the county rates is levied upon each hundred, and that ſum, : 
added to the expences of the officers of the hundred, is defrayed by an 
aſſeſſment upon each individual. Some cities obtain from the aſſem- 
bly the title of hundred, and have a magiſtracy of their on: the 
juriſdiction of cities however is not confined, within the limits of their 
own walls, as in Europe, but rather reſembles that of the rr 
municipalities of France, FREEAdINg, ee to circumſtances, to a 
greater or leſs diſtance. 
WILNMINO TON, though not the capital of the ſtate of Delaware, or 
of the county of Newcaſtle in which it is ſituated, is the moſt popu= 
lous city in that ſtate, The population is eſtimated at about four 
thouſand five hundred inhabitants, excluſive of the French, who 
have arrived from the different iſlands, and have increaſed the popula- 
tion within theſe three years by three or four hundred. Wilmington, 
like Philadelphia, and many, other towns in America, does not cover 
all the ground marked out for it ; the houſes, though almoſt all built in 
ſtreets, do not join each other; on the contrary, here are fields of a 
' conſiderable fize betwixt ſeveral of them. They are, in general, 
handſome ſubſtantial brick buildings, and are almoſt all of them built 
in the Engliſh ſtyle. The town contains about four W miles, 


excluſive of a tract of land not yet built upon. 


BRANDY WINE MILLS. 


At the entrance of Wilmington is fituated BRANDYWINE, a place 
which contains the greateſt part of the houſes belonging to the hundred 
of Brandywine. Tbis village, or rather this hundred, takes its name 
from the creek which runs through it, and whoſe ſource is forty miles 

from the Delaware in the mountains of Pennſylvania. It is ſufficiently 
rapid, and contains water enough to turn, in its courſe, from ſixty to 
eighty mills, almoſt all of different deſcriptions, ſuch as paper, powder, 
tobacco, ſawing, fulling, and flour, mulls, the latter of which are moſt 
. numerous. 


> 
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numerous. The principal ones are ſituated near the bridge over the 
*creek. All the operations of the mills are performed by water, from 
the uvlading the ſloops which bring the corn, to the complete finiſhing 
of the flour. Thus the ſacks are hoiſted into the granary, the flour is 
ſiſted, is ground, and bolted, without the leaſt manual labour. The 
mills are ſimilar to thoſe at London bridge in England, and thoſe 
which the brothers Perrier have conſtructed at Paris near the Gros- 
cailluu. The latter are firſt ſet in motion by a ſteam engine, but as 
the ſecondary motion is- the principal, the mills of London and Paris 
give a ſufficiently exact idea of theſe of Brandywine, There is, how- 
ever, in the proceſs from the grinding to the bolting, a difference in 
favour of the former. At London and Paris the flour when ground 
falls into troughs, and is afterwards conveyed by the labourer to au- 
other part of the mill, where it is ſpread, and'turned by the hand to 
cool it before it is taken to be bolted: ſuch at leaſt was the proceſs. 
when I left Europe. ; 
At Brandywine the flour falls a8 It is ground upon a wooden roller, 
armed with little detached wings, which are ſo arranged as to form a 
ſcrew, This roller, fixed in a trough, is inclined towards a bin in ſuch a 
manner that it ſerves as a conductor to the flour, which would deſcend 
too rapidly if it fell perpendicularly, and too flowly and at intervals if 
it were merely conducted by a ſimple inclined plane. A chain of ſmall 
troughs, about three or four cubic inches long, dips into the bin, which 
receives the flour. This chain is incloſed in long perpendicular 
wooden caſes, It turns upon two- pivots ; one of which is placed in 
the bin where the little troughs fill themſelves with the flour which 
is depoſited there; and the other on the fourth floor, where the ſame 
little troughs empty themſelves, aud Nr deſcend empty to recom- 
mence their perpetual operations. * 

The flour, conveyed above by theſe troughs, falls on an inclined 
circular floor, in the centre of which | are ſeveral holes; it is there 
ſpread about by a rake as large as the floor, the teeth of which are 
ſo placed as to conduct the flour towards the holes, through which it 
| KK 2 falls, 


0 
| 
[ 
U 
8 
Li 


* 


252 F IN . TRAVELS IN, NORTH AMERICA, __ _, 


falls, cooled, into the bolters. Theſe bolters are a different from 
thoſe uſed in France- and England, as the ſtuff which coyers them, 
"Sd through which the flour paſſes, is a fine ſilk, very cloſely. woven. 
The millers aſſert, that notwithſtanding they pay fix dollars an ell for 


i this ſtuff, it is cheaper than the common bolting cloth, to which it is 


likewiſe to be preferred for giving a more beautiful colour to the 
flour. Theſe bolters Will laſt fye. years in conſtant uſe without any 
repair: about twelve ells of ſtuff } is ſofficient to cover them. | Hitherto 
the ſtuff has been brought from Holland; but a manufactory of i it is 
about to be eſtabliſhed at Wilmington. Each pair of mills is fur- 
niſhed with its winged roller, its oY and troughs, its inclined eir- 
.cular floor, and its bolters. This mechaniſm for conveying the flour 
from the mill-ſtone to the bolter was inyented five years ago by Mr. 
Evans of Philadelphia, who obtained a patent for the invention, which 


bears his name. There are three pair of mills, in this place, with 
that which we have viſited, that is to ſay, fix mills and twelve mill. 


ſtones. J explain myſelf thus minutely to prevent miſtakes, There 
are ſome parts of the machinery of theſe malls, however, ſuch as the 
wheels, the ee, &c. which are not ſo well executed as in 
thoſe of Europe. Net. 

The proprietor of ah. mill which 1 particularly examined is A 
quaker, of the name of TATNALL. His ſon-in-law, Thomas Lea, 
took. upon himſelf the trouble of ſhewing me the whole of. it. He. is 
alſo a quaker, about thirty years of age: he is a handſome, chearful, 

active, man. Like a true American patriot, he perſuades himſelf, 
that no-where i 4s, any undertaking executed ſo well, or with ſo much 
ingenuity, as in America; that the. ſpirit, invention, and genius, of 
Europe, are in a ſtate of decrepitude (cheſe are his Words), whilſt the 
genius of America, full 65 vigour, is arriving at perfection. 

Theſe opinions are not much to be wondered at in Thomas Lea, 
who is merely a good miller; ; they ought rather to excite, pleaſure, as 
the ebullitions of a patriotic enthuſiaſm, the indulgence of which is 
* likely to be prejudicial to him, 1. it does not prevent him from 

adopting 
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adopting all the good inventions of Europe, by which he may improve 
his mill. The ſame error, however, is diſcoverable in almoſt all the 
Americans —in legiſlators and magiſtrates, in whom it is more baneful 
—as well as in millers. | 
„Thomas Lea is. 2 moſt candid and obligiag man; he anſwered al 
my queſtions with great politeneſs, and voluntarily imparted much in- 
formation, for which I could not have taken the liberty to aſk. He is 
in partnerſhip with his father-in-la w: their mill is not employed for the 
public, but ſolely in their own. private. ſervice. It is called a flour 
manufactory. They purchaſe their corn in Virginia, Maryland, and 
in the ſtate of New- York, which is brought from thence in two of 
their own ſhips; they convert it into flour; and the ſame ſloops carry 
it back again to Philadelphia, Where it is ſold for exportation. They 
grind about one hundred thodſand buſhels of corn yearly. The. whole 
labour of the mill is performed by. fix men only; whole chief employ- 
meut is to place the flour in barrels : their wages are from fix to eight 
dollars per month, with waſhing, board, and clothing. There are, 
beſides, twenty-four men employed by this manuſactory for working 
the veſſels, and making the barrels. The coopers work, by the piece; . 
they can earn a dollar per day, but board and clothe themſelves. 
TATNALL does not employ any negracs, as they do not work with the 
whites; but are flow, and bad workmen. The laws of the ſtate f 
Delaware permit ſlavery, but the quakers, ag is well known, do not 
make uſe of the permiſſion. * 
| Almoſt all the labourers employed in theſe, mills are; e 
the greateſt part of whom are Engliſh or Iriſh. © Tbe millers complain 
of their drunkenneſs, and indolence, and would prefer Freuchmen' as 
more induſtrious and ſober, if, they could be procured; which they 
very much deſire. The corn trade is in a more flouriſhing ſtate at 
preſent than it has ever been; at leaſt wheat fetches a higher price. 
The common price of a buſhel of Wheat, iu time of peace, is ſeven 
ſhillings. In January 1798 it, roſe from ten to ten and ſixpence, aud 
dpring, the cightcen ſucceeding months even as high as thirteen or 


fourteen 
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fourteen ſhillings. It has ſince fallen, but to nothing near its former 
level. The buſhel weighs ſixty pounds. Five buſhels yield a barrel 
of fine” flour, containing a hundred and ninety- ſix pounds, beſides three 


other inferior ſorts of meal. The price of the fineſt flour is eight dol- 


lars and a half; of the ſecond quality, eight dollars; of the third, ſeven 
dollars; and of the fourth, five dollars. The bran is ſold at one eighth 
of a dollar per buſhe], containing thirty-five pounds : it is ſent to Phi- 


Jadelphia. 
The following is a ſtatement of the produce of one hundred buſhels 
of wheat as given me by Thomas Lea :—nineteen barrels of fine flour; 


two barrels-of flour of the ſecond quality; three barrels of the third 


quality; and thirty buſhels of bran. Total; five thouſand nine hun- 
dred and ten pounds: waſte ninety pounds. 

The wheat of the eaſtern part of Maryland produces the fineſt flour, 
on account of the goodneſs of the ſoil and the quickneſs of its growth: 
Put this flour is not ſo heavy as that of other parts; that of New-York 
for inſtance, though inferior in quality, is good, and is heavier, becauſe 


the grain is longer in ripening. The corn of the province of Delaware 


is nearly of the fame quality as that of Maryland. Large quantities 
-of Indian-corn are hkewiſe ground 1n theſe mills, of which they make 
read and cakes: in ſeveral parts of the United States they uſe no 
other ſort of bread; in ſome parts it is even preferred without any 


-motives of economy, as it is eſteemed by the faculty as the moſt 


wholeſome. | 

It is uſed to fatten poultry and cattle, and is exported in great 
quantities to the Weſt-Indies. As this grain contains more moiſture 
than other bread corn, it is dried in a kiln before it is ſent to the mill. 
A buſhel coſts at preſent five ſhillings ; it weighs fifty-fix pounds, and 


produces fifty-four pounds of flour, The proceſs of bolting ſeparates 
the fine from the inferior ſort of maize-flour, but the latter is reground 
and mixed with the other. One third of a barrel ſells for three dollars. 
Dhe bran, which is in very ſmall quantities, is not taken from the 


Gour. This informatien I feceived from the worthy Thomas Lea. 


There 
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There are eleven other mills near his four of them are very large, 
the others much ſmaller. The. ice in. this river ſometimes. ſtops the. 
mills for two months, at other times only three weeks, according to 
the ſeverity of the winter. At this time the millers ſettle their yearly 
accounts; which is. eaſily done, as wherever their factors buy their 
corn they pay. for it in ready money, and wherever they ſell their 
flour they are paid for it on delivery by a bill at ſixty or ninety days 
fight, which they immediately diſcount with the bank. During this 
period they employ no labourers, whoſe pay whilſt in employ is ſo 
high, that they experience no difficulty in lupporting. themſelves during. 
its ſuſpenſion: in general, after a few. years' ſervice, they are enabled. to 
purchaſe lands in the newly - inhabited parts of the country. 
Another miller, who is likewiſe a quaker, and who has as large a 
mill as Mr. Tathall, has eſtabliſhed, about a year ſince, a manufactory 
for printing linens; the tubs, preſſes, &c. of which are worked by the. 
machinery of a mill. This manufactory, though ſo lately eftabliſhed,”, 
employs from twelve to fifteen hands at the laths, beſides about a 
dozen young girls, who work at home to fill up thoſe parts of the pat- 
tern with a bruſh which have eſcaped in the printing, or which can- 
not be otherwiſe finiſhed. Almoſt all the workmen are Engliſh or 
Iriſh; their wages are a dollar a day, without any proviſion. The work. 
appeared to be well done; almoſt all the linens which they print 
are brought from India, and are reſold to the merchants of Phila- 
delphia. | 
A cotton manufactory is now eſtabliſhing at Wilmington. The im- 
plements and workmen are already provided; the Whole of the ma- 
chinery for carding, ſpinning, &c. is conſtructed on Arkwright's plan. 
This eſtabliſhment is. carried on by one of the. richeſt men in the 
town. The number of workmen is at preſent only fifteen, but fifty 
more are expected : they are all Engliſhmen. The implements. * 
to be very well made. 


1 hkewilc viſited the n for making bolting /ilk. The 
CN s ; Iabourers.. 
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labourers are Iriſhmen ; as well as the proprietor. This manufactory 
employs at preſent only three workmen : the ſilks are mg to 12 2 1g 
different qualities of flour. | | 

Though this manufactory has oy! 'been eſtabliſhed a year, it is a 
profitable concern, and when more extenſively known, it wilt be mach 
more fo, as theſe filks are cheaper than thoſe ſent from Holland, and laſt 
longer, as thoſe millers who uſe them have experienced. In a country 
" like Ametica where there are ſo many mills, the advantages of theſe 
bolters muſt be very great; in fact, almoſt all the millers uſe them in 
preference to linen cloths for bolting, as well as Thomas Lea. They 
are ſo uſeful, that an act of purlipiient has been made in England, to 
permit the importation” of them into that country. The ſilk is brought 
from Georgia: if the Americans would plant mulberry trees, aud raiſe 
filk-worms, this ſpecies of manufacture nn be a ſource of 2 
riches to the country e. ty 2 £8715 i 7 40 


* * 


MR. mme PAPER MILL. a N 


1 have ſaid that Bronglydinc.oreck, in its mort courſe of ſeven or 
Eight miles through the ſtate of Delaware, turns about fixty mills of 
different ſorts. Among theſe I have viſited the paper mill of Mr, Gil 
pin, a reſpectable merchant at Philadelphia, and with whom I am in- 
timately acquainted. This mill is ſituated at the diſtance of two miles 
and a half from Wilmington, on a truly romantic ſpot ; for the word 
romantic appears to me to convey the beft idea of a view. rather gloomy, 
wild and uncultivated, yet pleafing. Such is the fituation of this 
mill, and eſpecially of the proprietor's reſidence. The creek. at this 
place paſſes between two very high mountains, almoſt covered with 
ous! _ deere ſo much Fug up, turns a 00 number of wheels 


It is doubtful * the rearing of — can be begebe to 98 for bt 
time to come, for reaſons which the author himſelf has mentioned on many other occaſians : 
ſuch a proceſs requires much manual labour, and too many hands for a country where the 


2 ſmall, and labour conſequently dear.—Tranſlater. 
ä without 
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without any noiſe : its breadth. is about ſixty fathoms, Its courſe i is 
impeded by a great number of rocks, few of which appear above che 
ſurface. Parts of the mountains are alſo covered with rocks, Which 
| ſpring vp amidſt the wood. Theſe rocks are of the ſame nature as 
thoſe which are ſcen throughout the country, particularly about, 
Cheſter : they are formed of a ſtone. like that found in the foreſt of 
Fontainbleau. Some acres of land about the | houſe are cleared, and 
laid out in meadows. The houſe is ſituated ſufficiently high to com- 
mand a view of the creek of Brandywine for five hundred fathoms, when 
it is loſt among the trees, and is again viſible at the diſtance of three 
miles, where it joius the river Chriſtiana, which empties itſelf uimme- 
diately into the Delaware. This view, which is wild and rugged in 
ſome parts, contraſted with a pleaſing ſoftneſs in others, muſt be Kill 
more pleaſing in ſummer: it is, however, inferior to thoſe that are to 
be ſeen in the Volges 3 to ſay nothing of thoſe of the. Alps. 

The. paper mill is below the houſe. There are two warehouſes 
adjoining, where many labourers are conſtantly employed. The rags 
are pounded by vertical wheels, the bands of which are about ſix 
inches wide, armed with ſharp blades of iron, which drive the rags 
againſt fix other blades, placed lengthways at the bottom of the great 
vat in which the wheel turns. I have deſcribed thus much of the 
proceſs, as it is performed in another manner both in France and Hol- 
land. The other parts are performed nearly in the ſame manner as 
in thoſe countries, but the manufactory is not yet brought to an equal 
perfection. The rags are not brought to the mill as in France, by people 
who collect them in the neighbourhood, as the ſmall population of 
America will not admit of ſuch induſtry. They are bought up by agents 
in the moſt populous towns, as far as three hundred miles diſtant, and 
are ſent by water to Wilmington; from whence they are brought in 
carts to the mill, as Brandywine creek ceaſes to be navigable above the 
bridge which leads to Wilmington. The | conſumption of rags! in 
Mr., Gilpin's mill is one hundred thouſand pounds, weight a year, 
which makes one thouſand reams of different n of paper. The 

Vo. I. LI price 
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price of rags is from three to nine dollars the hundred weight, accord- 
ing to the quality; the average price is about four dollars and a third. 
The frags are divided into nine different ſorts at the manufactory, of 
which are made various papers, from vellum to coarſe brown. The 
vellum letter - paper is fold for four dollars a ream; it is neither ſo 
white nor ſo well moulded as the fine en vellum RAY . 
however, a beautiful and good paper. 5 

The large paper for merchants' account wake, hob not eokinis; 
fells as high as thirteen dollars a ream. Mr. Gilpin's partner, Mr. 
Gin, who was ſo polite as to ſhow me the manufactory, is an Iriſh- 
man, and fuperintends the buſineſs himſelf, being well acquainted with 
the whole proceſs, The mill 'employs conftantly twenty-fix or 
twenty-ſeven hands. Seven of the beſt workmen are employed at 
the vat, and the mould; their pay is from four to ſeven dollars a 
week. They are all Iriftimen.'' The other inferior workmen earn 
three dollars, and the women one dollar, a week. \ Notwithſtanding 
there are five other paper mills in the Nate of Delaware, and from 

eighty to ninety in the province of Pennſylvania; yet Mr. Gifin affured 
me there was not much difficulty in procuring workmen; though an 
Iriſhman himſelf, he complains as much of a want of ſobriety in his 
countrymen as the millers of Brandywine. This manufactory is, no 

doubt, very locrative, as Mr. Gilpin intends to build a new paper mill 
about three hundred fathoms below the other. The paper manufac- 
tured here is ſent in great quantities to Philadelphia, and retailed 
to the merchants there. The tmall mills diſpoſe of their paper in 
another manner; they ſend it to een. v and ſell it about 
_ ſtreets in ONE or Teams. ws 
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* Furs the mill 1 croffed BY men, woods e auf 
Warton, who refides about a mile from Wilmington, on the road to 


Philadelphia. The moſt common trees in theſe Woods are che oak, 
22. yt 2X7 a0 the 
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the cheſaut, and the hiccory. . Cedars known in Europe by the name 
of Virginian are likewiſe found in abundance z alſo Scotch pine trees, 
Lord's pines, and firs. The cedar wood is commonly uſed for ſup- 
porters to the rails with which the fields are encloſed. The houſes 
are alſo covered with planks of cedar. Doctor Warton, who was 
educated with the jeſuits of St. Omer in France, but bas ſince become 
a miniſter of the Engliſh church, is a very worthy, man. He ſpent 
ſome years in England, from whence he brought much agricultural 
knowledge, with a ſmall mixture of prejudice. He ſpeaks French, he is 
very obliging, and is much eſteemed by his neighbours. He occupies a 
farm, which he has taken for fifteen years, ten of which are unexpired. 

There were eight of us at dinner: every thing which we uſed was 
the produce of his own farm; even the table cloth, which was fabricated 
of the flax grown on his ow grounds, and the table, which was made 
of a very beautiful wood, cut on his own eſtate, as ſmooth and as finely 
veined as mahogany. I obtained the greater part of my agricultural 
information of this country from Doctor Warton. He rents a farm 
of one hundred and fifty acres at two hundred and ten dollars; he lets 
off fifty acres at one hundred-and thirty dollars, and thus. retains the 
reſt himſelf at eighty dollars. He informed me that he had gained 
this year ſeven hundred and forty-ſix dollars, including thole articles 
which he had uſed, and which he muſt otherwiſe have bought. He 
has four oxen, which are ſufficient for the whole work of the farm. He 
has alſo eight cows, and two horſes ſor his carriage. Three negroes 
are conſtantly employed in his farm and ſtables. He does not hire 
additional labourers above twenty-five days in the, year, He has 
four negreſſes, two of whom are employed in the houſe, the other two 
ſpin, make linen and cloth, and work in the field when it is neceſſary. 
The negroes and negreſſes eat bread made of Indian corn; at noon 
they are allowed ſome meat; but on the whole receive lefs nouriſſi- 
ment than would be requiſite for white people in this country and 
are therefore maintained much cheaper. The doctor ſays that he is 
as well ſatisfied with their Work as he euld be with that of the Whites 
mn I. 12 which 
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which are to be found here. He dungs his lands tolerably' well with 
about two hundred ſmall cart loads of dung obtained yearly from his 
own cattle, He dungs his grounds in general before he ſows maize; 
which he ſows in trenches eight feet diſtant one way, and one foot the 
other, contrary to the general practice of the country. He alſo turns 
up the larger intervals with the plough, and the ſmaller with the hoe: 
the latter work is done by the negreſſes. He frequently ſows maize 

two following years: after the maize, corn, and clover after the corn, 
in the ſpring. The clover remains for two, three, or even four, years: 
after clover he ſows maize again, and ſo on in ſucceſſion. This is 
his general practice, though it is ſometimes varied. 

The neighbouring farmers do not follow as regular a denn as 
Doctor Warton, the ſcarcity of labourers being a great obſtacle to the 
eſtabliſhment of a good ſyſtem of agriculture in this country, where its 
true principles are unknown. The farms are in general ſmall and ill- 
cultivated ; they receive little or no manure, and are in every reſpect 
badly managed. Some Engliſh farmers have recently ſettled in this 
neighbourhood, and have taken farms upon long leafes. They will 
doubtleſs make confiderable improvements in agriculture. Within 
theſe two years ſeveral perſons have collected the weeds from the 
creeks which flow through their land, have mixed them with dung, 
and thus make a manure; which, though they do not allow it ſuf- 
ficient time to rot before they uſe it, conſiderably improves the land. 
Turnips, carrots, and cabbages, are 'grown * in gardens, merely for 
2 kitchen. 

Doctor Warton, who underſtands the cultivatioi and management 
of rem prefers it to the above articles, as a more certain] produce; 
the leaves green, or dry, ate fodder for the cattle, and the corn when 
ground into flour is, he fays, more fattening than any other food. 
This opinion, however, is not founded upon experience and com- 
pariſon, but rather appears to be the offspring of a prejudice for a par- 
ticular ſyſtem of agriculture, and the natural indolence of a man ill 
diſpoſed to alterations. I conceive it is very eaſy to prove, that a 

; more . 
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more {kilfol ſyſtem would yield more dung, and would be more 8.124 
ductive, without any additional labour. Ann 

Eight hundred perches ſquare of maize ente ton weight of - 
ad, and two ton of tops. Every hundred perches: ſquare, not 
dunged, yields from twelve to eighteen buſhels of grain; if well dung - 
ed, it yields thirty-five : I ſpeak of this part of the country, and of 
thoſe farms which are generally cultivated in this manner, eſpecially 
that of Doctor Warton. He plants potatoes between the rows of 
maize, and gathers by this means two hundred buſhels: they are uſually 
fold at three ſhillings and fix pence per buſhel, but this year fetched 
from five ſhillings to five ſhillings and ſix pence. He fattens yearly 
from ten to twelve oxen for ſale. As he brews his owt! beer makes 
his o] cider, and manufactures his own linen, one part of his farm is 
ſown with flax, others are planted with hops, and others with apple trees. 

Such is the cuſtom of the country, and ſo much do the farmers pride 
themſelves upon its prefervation, that they will not purchaſe any thing 
for the uſe of their families, which they can make themſelves. ' Pride 
is the beſt colour which they can give to the impoſſibility of doing 
otherwiſe ; on any other ground the ſpeculation is a bad one, as by 
multiplying in this manner their plantations, and the labours of the 
houſehold, the divided profits are” conſequently” ſmaller, 'and: their 
average leſs advantageous. Time will rectify this prejudice. 

The ſheep of this country produce good Wool, fine and ſhort, but the 
fleece ſeldom weighs more than three pounds: it is worth a dollar and a 
half. The ſheep have long legs, and very large bones. The breed — — 
VE much improved by a little attention, of which'it'is well deſerving. 

Some proprietors, who do not tenant their own farms, let them'for'a 
ſhare of the produce. The uſual method is to let them for half the 
profits, if the farmer and proprietor furniſh jointly the cattle and ſeed ; 
or for a third, if no ſtock is advanced. This proportion ſometimes 
varies according to the value of the ground, or the addreſs of the pro- 
prietor or farmer. Doctor Warton obſerved; that at Wilmington any 
man, who knows how to purchaſe, might make fix per cent in caſh of 

bis 
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his capital, * letting his lands as ſoon as he buys ** The cattle 
are very ſoon fattened with the maize flour; from eight to: ten buſhels 
are ſufficient to fatten an ox. I ſaw a pig at one of the mills on the 
Brandywine, which the miller aſſured me was of an ordinary breed, 
and which was fed entirely n maize, t. weighed ſeven hundred 
weight. —_ 

The land n near the Delanrare conſiſt of rich mates with a good 
ſail. to the depth of thirty feet; it lets as high as fix dollars and a half 

per acre, and ſells as high as one hundred and ſixty: dollars per acre. 

IT be hay is depoſited in barns. The farmers are ignorant of the 
method of making ſtacks, they therefore ſay that the rain penetrates 
them and ſpoils the hay ; though leſs rain falls here, even including 
the ſnow, than in any part of England. Some farmers, however, 
heap up their erops into very imperfett ſtacks, by which means they 
are certainly often ſpoiled. Such is the ſubſtance of the information 
which I obtained from Doctor Warton. The details which 1 have enter- 
ed into relative to the ſtate of manufacture aud agriculture are nat inte- 
reſting of themſelves to an European, yet, conſidering them as connected 
with the ſtate of population, civilization, and all the other circum- 
ſtances of this country, and as affording} a e- en. the old 


World, 1 fell ng be found. eng. 
BRANDYWINE=RIVER, AN D WILMINGTON. 


i have already — — Fore its ſituation is delightful. 
There ate about fifty houſes built, near the; river, which ruſhes rapidly 
over large fragments of rock; and ſwelling into many channels turns 
mills of all deſcriptions in every direction. The, banks bf this river, 
both above and below the village, chiefly laid out in meadows, and 
covered with cattle; a bridge, over which travellers are conſtantly 
paſſing; the continual buſtle of the mauufattories, with houſes: of 
various forms and materials, built on different parts of two hills, which 


bound the river render this yiew extremely pleaſant. ke 
The 
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The port of Wilmington is upon the Chriſtiana: there are three or 
four veſſels built there every year, either for ſale or for the trade 
that is carried on there, which employs: twelve ar thirteen ſhips of 
various ſizes. This port is two miles from the Delaware Several 
ſloops are corſtantly lo in: the. — trade carried on with 
Philadelphua. 1 

Wilmington kay is Kipplied with — eben the N 
hood. It is held twice a · weck: it is leſs than that at Philadelphia, Which 
it reſembles in its market- place, in the nature of its regulations, and 
in the ſpecies of proviſions ſold there. Every meceſſary is to. be ro- 
cured there, and no- where elſe in this part of the country. 

Freedom of religion is as uyreſtrained in the ſtate of Delaware as 
in that of Pennſylvania. The expendes of public) worſhip art paid by 
thoſe who approve it. The letting of: pews is one principal ſource 6f 
the church revenue, and, with ſoine donations of land hydndiwiduala, ig 
ſufficient to defray all expences, including the miniſter's ſalary. The 
preſbyterians are the moſt numerous ſect; and next ta them, the 
quakers: the wifdom of the latter, who being the richeſt have the maſt 
ruffuenee, oppoſed the eſtabliſhment of a democratic ſociety at Wil- 
mington. There is one, however, at e We of 
the inhabitants of Wilmington. d ar; 

This town is at preſent the aſylum of * Pee amilics Bam * | 
colonies of St. Domingo, moſt of whom have faved ſomething from the 
wreck of their fortunes, but whom misfortuge:bas not mſttuRed-eithes 
in politics or domeſtic .ceconamy. On their arvivaba/ubſcription Was 
opened for the moſt needy of them, and a confiderable ſum was raiſed, 
when it was diſcovered by the complaints of thoſe. whoſe diſtreſſes en - 
titled them to relief, that ſome men known to be in gaodicircumRances 
had applied for a ſhare. The. eyes of the ſubſuribers being thus opened, 
the fubſcription was ſtopped and the French name diſgraced. General 
Drxrsox, a rich inhabitant of Wilmingtous formerly governor of Penn - 
{ylvatiia,” depoſited fbur hundred dollars wich Mr, | Thoufard,,t0 be 
diſtributed among the moſt needy of the fuftereas;'> Jt Sauld not have 


12004 been 
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8 | been placed in better hands; notwithſtanding! which, jealouſy. excited 
ſome unjuſt murmurs againſt him, which though treated with con- 
tempt by himſelf, have not failed to promote ſome ſcandal. Several 
of the St. Domingo families who have preſerved large fortunes, think 
that Mr. Dikiſon is not ſufficiently genetous; yet will not Shomlelves. 
give one farthing to their diſtreſſed countrymen, 

Among thoſe who have eſcaped the diſaſters of St. Domingo, there 
are ſome, who, revolting at the idea of receiving gratuitous aid, labour 
with great induſtry to obtain a bare ſubſiſtence; but it muſt be con- 
feſſed, that almoſt all theſe belong to Old France, and have not long 
| ſettled in the colony. The neceſſaries of life are cheaper by two 
. fifths at Wilmington than at Philadelphia: a family may live here 

| very well upon eight hundred dollars a year. The plots of ground 

allotted for building houſes contain nearly two acres; and let at from 

four to ſix dollars a year. With a little dunging they will produce 
forty hundred weight of hay in two crops. The cows are, turned in 
after the ſecond crop till winter. In ſummer they are driven on the 


— — wv —U— — 2 2 7 


road ſide to graze, and are fetched; home twice a day to be milked. 
1 The breed of cattle, although not: ſo fine as that of New-England, is 
; | good and large; but rather too long in the body and legs: a little care 


would perfect the breed, and render the cattle of a ſhape and ſize 
proper for fattening. The poor-houſe of Wilmington is built on an 
eminence; it is a very large and handſome building: the poor of the 
county of | Newcaſtle only are received there; Who are extremely 
well treated. According to a moderate calculation the number of 

pcsor conſtantly maintained there amounts to ſixty. The expences of 
the houſe are eſtimated at about ſix thouſand dollars; the expence of 
each pauper is conſequently one hundred dollars: upon one half of 
which ſum he might ſupport himſelf. In almoſt every part of 
England, as well as of America, the poor-houſes are an object of 
pride and oſtentation to the people. They doubtleſs relieve the 
ovetſeers' of the poor from much of that trouble which they would 
other wiſe have in diſtributing relief with juſtice, and diſcretion to the 
14294 poor 
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poor at their own homes. Yet theſe eſtabliſhments by no means con- 
ſtitute the beſt method of aſſiſting the poor, whether they are con- 
ſidered in a political or moral point of view; or as _ n wht 
principles'of economy or real benevolence. 

The boundaries of eſtates in this ſmall ſtate are perhaps ths res 
of more law- ſuits than any- where elſe, as in the lands formerly given 
to the Penn family, and to Lord Baltimore; the boundaries are not 
preciſely aſcertained, nor are the deeds of gift clearly worded. 

Mr. Vining informed me, that his ſeat in Congreſs deprives - him 
of at leaſt three thouſand dollars, which he might gain hy his pro- 
feſſion as an advocate, notwithſtanding. he undertakes ſome buſineſs 
even during the fitting of Congreſs, Wenn the m of een 
enables him to tranſa& with eaſe. | | 

e advantageous fituation of the ſtate of Delaware 5 commerce, 
agriculture, and manufactures, ought naturally to increaſe its popula-. 
on. Half the ground however is not yet cleared: four- fifths of the 
county of Suſſex, the moſt ſouthern of the three, remains yet uncleared. 
The woods are certainly in ſome places filled with water, but with 
little pains and expence nearly the whole of theſe grounds might be 
drained, and doubtleſs would be very productive; as all thoſe that 
have been drained yield great crops.” The want of hands is an ob- 
ſtacle which prevents any attempts of this nature in this country of 
ſlavery ; and induces a number of proprietors of woods to believe that 
their ground is more profitable to them in its preſent ſtate. They 
ſtrip their woods to fupply Philadelphia; and as there are in this ſpot 
many pine- trees and cedars, they fell them at a large profit, eſpe- 
cially as they have the advantage of conveying them by water. Mr. 
Well, member of the legiſlature, and proprietor of twenty thouſand 
acres of wood on the borders of the county of Suſſex, boaſted in my 
preſence of the revenue arifing from his eſtate, which 1s about five 
thouſand four hundred dollars a year. Of theſe twenty thouſand 
acres, ' only ten thouſand are planted with cedars. I demonſtrated 
to him, that allowing all this profit to ariſe entirely from the ten 
| thouſand acres of cedars, even in that caſe, each acre is worth 
Vo. II. Mm only 
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only half a dollar a year; which is nearly the ſame value to which 
the ſalt- tax, and the uncultivated ſtate of the land, reduced ſeveral of 
the foreſts of Lorraine about ten years ago. He Was ſtruck with 


the calculation, which he could not contradict; but as his neighbours 
do not draw ſo much wealth from their woods as he does from his, 


he is ſatisfied with that difference. In every ſenſe this ſyſtem is per- 
nicious; it deſtroys the growth of the woods, and it would reduce this 
moderate income in the courſe of forty or fifty years to nothing, if it 
were not to be ſuppoſed, that before that period the population of the 
Nate will increaſe, the ee grow wiſer, and cultivation in conſe- 
1 become more general. 

Within theſe fifteen e a bank has 3 eſtabliſhed at WI 
m and incorporated by an act of the legiſlature of the ſtate. 
The capital is two hundred thouſand dollars, in one thouſand ſhares 
of two hundred dollars each. The legiſlature has reſerved the power 
of adding two hundred and fifty ſhares more. This bank appears to 
be of no real utility, at leaſt there is no apparent neceſſity for it ex- 
cept to the Brandywine millers the flour - trade being the only branch 
of commerce that is carried on to any extent in this ſtate. It will, 


however, have the ſame effects as all the ſmall banks eſtabliſhed on 


the continent; it will increaſe the means of ſpeculating ſtock- jobbers 
and adventurers; and will ſooner or later, like moſt others, prove per- 
nicious to the cauſe: of morality; and deſtructive to thoſe, whoſe ſpe- 
culations are at preſent aided by its diſcounts and the paper - money 
which it iſſues. The dividend on the two laſt ball Years Was ſix per 


dividend made. lr . Ti ; 1 73 ' i ; 1 . ' 3K 


1 


ST ATE OF DE LAWARE, 1 enen n Laws. 
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© The ſtate of Delaware is the ſmalleſt of all the United _— "ns. 
to thirty miles: it was colonized i in 1028 by the Swedes, and formed 
. "Ya 8 pa rt 
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part of New-Sweden, which is now: called New-Jerſey. The Dutch 
took it in 1656: - After it was conquered» by the Duke of Vork, in 
1683, he fold to William Penn, founder of Pennſylvania, the town 
of Newcaſtle, and twelve miles of the ſurrounding country. Wil- 
liam Penn afterward: added to this the country which extends as far 
as Cape Henlopen. It was then divided, as it is at preſent, into three 
counties; Newcaſtle, Kent, and Suſſex; and breame part of Penn» 
{ylvania. In 1701 William Penn ceded them to Edward: Sbippen, 
Phineas Pembleton, Samuel Carpenter, Griffiths Owen, Caleb Puiſey, and 
Thomas Story, who of courſe became the proprietors : when, how- 
ever, this part of the country, though under the governor of Pennſyl- 
vania, obtained the privilege of a ſeparate aſſembly, it took the name 
of the three counties of the Delaware. When the troubles in Ame- 
rica broke out, the three counties of the Delaware ſeparated them- 
ſelves entirely from the ſtate of Pennſylvania, and aſſumed the name 
of the ſtate of the Delaware. It was only in 1770 that the limits 
of the ſtates. of Delaware and Maryland were finally ſettled by the 
proprietors of the Delaware, and Lord Baltimore proprietor of Marys 
land ; whoſe ane was not un rr 1 an act of een 
oy 19984t en e e 4 ü 
The new bade bn e of the 5 of Dew was newtnds in 1776, 
and reviſed in 1790. It divides the legiſlative power between two 
houſes of parliament. The houſe of repreſentatives; is compoeſed of 
twenty-one members; ſeven for each county; Who are elected ans 
nually. The qualifications neceſſary for a member are that he muſt 
be twenty-four years of age, muſt poſſeſs an independent income, muſt 
have reſided in the ſtate three years, and in the county for Which he 
is elected, one year. The number of ſenators is nine; three for each 
county: the ſenators muſt be twenty-ſeyen years old; in paſſeſſion of 
an independent income of two hundred acres, or a fortune known to 
amount to one thouſand; pounds ſterling. - The ſame conditions as to | 
reſidence are required of them as of the members of the houſe of re- 
* The ſenators àre elected for three years; one of whom 
M m2 retires 


* 
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retires every year by rotation. The qualifications of an eleRor ate, a 
reſidence of two years in the county, and the payment of taxes for at 


leaſt fix months. / Money-bills may be brought in to either houſe. A 


majority of two thirds of the repreſentatives may impeach any of the 
officers of the ſtate, and a majority of two thirds of the ſeuate may 


in ſuch caſes pronounce judgment. The general aſſembly have the 


power of increaſing the number of repreſentatives and ſenators, when- 
ever two thirds of each houſe agree that it is neceſſary; but the uum- 
ber of ſehators muſt never ty leſs than ee of the el ue 
nor greater than one- half. 

The governor of the ſtate is choſen by the "oh e . chooſe 
the ſenate and houſe of repreſentatives; He is elected for three, years, 
and cannot be''re-choſen until after the expiration of that term. 
He has the appointment of all officers excepting thoſe of treaſurer, 


ſheriffs, and coroners, who are nominated by the aſſembly. He has 
the privilege of pardoning offences, except where the ſentence has 


been pronounced in conſequence of impeachment. He muſt be above 
thirty years of age, muſt have reſided in the United States more than 
twelve years; and in that particular ſtate more than fix, He is aſ- 
ſiſted in his government by the ſpeaker of the ſenate, or in his abſence 
by the ſpeaker of the houſe of repreſentatives. The judicial power is 
e een, of a court of chancery, and ſeveral inferior tribunals. 

The judges are nominated by the governor, and retain their places 
Swribix good behaviour: they are ſubje& to impeachment, whenever 
two thirds of the houſe of repreſentatives and two thirds of the ſenate 
deem it neceffary, agreeable to the forms already noticed. In caſes 
where there is not ſufficient grounds for an impeachment, the go- 
vernor may diſplace them on the repreſentation of two thirds of each 
houſe. The juſtices of the peace are appointed by the governor for 
ſeven years. The legiſlative aſſembly in the ſtate of the Delaware 
vote ſor the n of eee and een of the ee 
R | 


kad population. of the fate of Delete was eftimated. in tho 
1379 | year 
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year 1790 at only fifty thouſand and ninety-four inhabitants, of which is 
number eight thouſand eight hundred and eighty-ſeven were ſlaves ; 
and in conſequence the ſtate ſends but one member to the Congreſs 
of the United States. There is no doubt but at the next numeration 
there will be more than a ſufficient number of inhabitants to entitle it 
to ſend two members to Congreſs. ? 
The militia of the ſtate is formed of one brigade Fa ann combine 

each brigade is compoſed of three regiments. The Prefbyterians! are 
the molt numerous and powerful ſect in the ſtate : they have twenty- 
four churches. The Epiſcopalians have fourteen ; the Anabaptiſts 
ſeven : beſides which, there are a great number of Quakers. and 
Methodiſts throughout the country, eſpecially in the counties of Kent 
and Suffex. The exports of the ſtate of Delaware amounted in 1791 
to the ſum of one hundred and ninety thouſand eight hundred and 
ſeventy-eight dollars—in 1792, to one hundred and thirty-three thou- 
ſand nine hundred and ſeventy-two—in 1793, to minety-three thou- 
ſand five hundred and fifty-nine—in 1794, to two hundred and ſeven 
thouſand nine hundred and eighty-five—in 1795, to one hundred and 
fifty-eight thouſand and forty-one and in 1796, to two hundred and 
one thouſand one hundred and forty-two dollars. The commerce of 
the ſtate of Delaware is chiefly in corn and wood, The only cuſtom- 
houſe in this diſtrict is at Wilmington. The greateſt part of the flour 
made there is brd, on by * merchants of Philadelphia, for 1 

ation. | 
The taxes in the date of ata have hitherto bern rather; im- 
epa levied. The total amount of the ſum neceſſary for the exi- 
gencies of the ſtate was divided into twenty- one parts: the county of 
Newecaftle paid eight; Kent ſeven; and Suſſex fix. The counties are 
divided into hundreds. Each townſhip elected annually a collector; 
who being furniſhed with a liſt of perſons liable to be taxed, aſſeſſed 
them according to the vague eſtimation of their incomes, without pay- 
ing any regard to the nature of ſuch incomes. Uncleared land, per- 
ſons under the age of twenty-one, thoſe who had juſt finiſhed an ap- 
prenticeſhip, 


270 \; +1 | TRAVELS IN NORTH AMERICA. 


prenticeſhip, and n who had juſt obtained thin, freedom, were 
exempted from taxes, Poor people, having many children were. taxed 
in a ſmaller proportion; but their incomes were always eſtimated at 
twenty dollars. Bachelors, Whether they had or had not any known 
property, were taxed as having an income from twenty-four: to forty- 
eight dollars. A court of appeal, elected for three years, one-third of 
which was changed every year, decided upon the complaints of ſuch 
as thought themſelves ſurcharged. The commiſſioners who; com- 
poſed this court received a dollar and one third for every day on 
which they were employed. The. collectors. received ſeven and a half 
per cent on the ſum collected. As the amount of all the ſtate taxes 
for the counties and hundreds of the ſtate of Delaware did not exceed 
one or two per cent on the fortunes of each individual, no body mur- 
mured; but this mode of aſſeſſment was not the leſs um to a 
free country, for it was arbitrary. 

During the laſt ſeſſions the aſſembly attempted to wipe away able 
ſtain : it was accordingly decreed, © that in future the aſſeſſors ſhould 
make out a ſtatement of all the taxable property in each hundred; that 
the, capital ariſing from land ſhould be eſtimated at one hundred pounds 
value for every eight pounds of rent; that the capital ariſing from 
houſes or eſtates in towns or villages ſhould be eſtimated at one hun- 
dred pounds for every twelve pounds of rent; and that the rents both 
in town and country ſhould be taken at their real value : 

„That ſlaves of both ſexes, from the age of eight to fourteen Years, 

ſhould be valued at from twelve to fourteen pounds; and male flaves 
from the age of fourteen to en at from fifteen to in 
pounds: 
„That gaves under 2 Years: of age, nds flaves — , 
and. females above thirty-ſix, ſhould be taxed in leſſer proportions ; but 
the male flaves who are artiſans aas in en to the value of 
W labour 

% And, that plate ſhould * aſlticaated A ſhillings od rs an 
af ounee z and laſtly, that all other perſonal property not expreſsly 


TT exempted 
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exempted. from taxation, ſhould be aſſeſſed in proportion to its in 
ready money, according to the opinion of the aſſeſſors.“ 7 840 

This new mode of taxation, which fixes the priueciples on which _ 
aſſeſſment is to be made, ſtill leaves too much to the diſcretion of the 
aſſeſſors: it is not yet carried into effect. mene 

The annual amount of the taxes varies very little in vos Nate of 
— it averages from thirteen to-fiftecn thouſand dollars. Tis 
ſtate has no ſurplus treaſure, but is free from debt. | 

On the general diviſion of the expences of the war, made ow os 
commiſſioners of which I have ſo often ſpoken, the ſtate of Delaware 
was indebted. to the United: States. fix hundred and twelve thouſand 
four hundred and twenty-eight dollars. This ſum is much more than 
they are willing or able to pay; in fact, this ſpecies of debt will never be 
paid by any of the ſtates upon which 4t has been impoſed. The ſmall 
extent of the ſtate of Delaware entirely prevents it from enlarging its 
reſources ; and it has already been propoſed by the ſenate to unite it to 
a part of the ſtate of Maryland on the eaſt of the Cheſapeak. This 
propoſition, which has not yet been agreed to by the houſe of repre- 
ſentatives, will no doubt be objected to by the ſtate of Maryland, 
which will not willingly diſmember itſelf to add to the ſtability of the 
ſtate of Delaware; whilſt on the other hand, the latter would not be 
deſirous of ſinking entirely into the ſtate of Maryland. This meaſure 
would alſo meet ſome oppoſition from the ſmaller ſtates, Who at pre- 
ſent are compenſated for the inferiority of the number of their mem- 
bers in the houſe of repreſentatives by the equal number of repreſen- 
tatives they ſend to congreſs, of which enn this mant 
would deprive them. 

A motion was made in the legillative afſembly this veer, to — 
all the children of ſlaves born after this period free, and to give free- 
dom to all ſlaves now under the age of twenty-eight, when they attain 
that age ; and that all above that age ſhould remain flaves for life, 
The motion was carried in the houſe of repreſentatives, but as the 
majority of the people of the country evinced great diſapprobation of the 

meaſure, 
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meaſure, it is expected that it will be thrown out next year by the 
ſenate; and that ſlavery, which every one condemns here, will remain 
preciſely as it is, even nn mw . its K 
abolition. wt” if oO; enn nt F * W 
The ſmallneſs of the fate, its vicinity to Philadelphia, its 
on the edge of the bay, or the river Delaware, affords the negroes very 
eaſy means of running n from their en 8 nen am — 2 
"oy frequently doo . eee 162) G26] rs 

The laws relative to ſlaves arovvey W in the ſtate of Dela- 
ware. Every maſter who uſes his ſlaves cruelly is fined, and the 
murder of a negro is puniſhed with death. If a white man ſtrike a 
negro, Who is not his ſlave, the maſter of that negro may bring the 
offender to juſtice, and puniſh him by a fine. Till within theſe two 
years the ſlaves were, for all offences, tried by two juſtices of the peace 
and fix freeholders; they are at preſent tried by the ordinary judges, 
and by a jury if the offence is capital. They are in every other re- 
ſpect well treated, and well fed. The n of a ese. en is two 
hundred and ſeventy dollars. 

The criminal law is that of England, with a very * ans: 

The ſeat of government is at preſent at Dover, the moſt central 
Wan of the ſmall r * W until moe it was at Wil- 
mington . 

A collection of the 1550 * — Pow of 8 is now eee 
this is the more neceſſary, as there are many uſeful laws, which have 
never appeared in print. The Engliſh during the war plundered the 
towyn-houſes of this ſtate, as well as every other; and ſent the original 
records to the governor- general at New- Vork. After the war it was 
agreed that they ſhould 0 nn but many of them r 
— | 
tei i | arte dne, „ we ; +4 Ut Hut 
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ROAD TO N EWCASTLE, AND NEWCASTLE. 


Hate 4 mile from, Wilcaingion, you — het Cliritiana i m a very 
ſmall ferry-boat, which, however, carries over ſeveral ſtages every 
day. The two fore-horſes are taken off and placed behind, which 
fills the whole boat, the ſides of which are not ſix inches high. Every 
thing in this country diſplays great want of fore- ſight; ſtages and 
terry-boats, as well as politics, are made for the moment. A prudent 
man foreſees many dangers, which the inhabitants of this country are 
prevented by habit and careleſſneſs from ſeeing. Whenever, therefore, 
an accident happens, nobody is prepared for it z every one is en 
and alarmed, but no remedy is applied. - a 

The country on this ſide of Newcaſtle is a contin fat it . 
however, better cultivated than that on the other ſide of Wilmington. 
The ſoil appears to be light. The land is laid out in meadows, a few 
corn fields, and ſeveral fields of maize, which are all encloſed: there is 
very little wood land, and very few good trees. The houſes are 
rather better than the land; ſome of them are very handſome. Ne- 


caſtle is compoſed of ſeventy houſes, ſome of which are of brick, and 


are built adjacent to each other: the wide ſtreets and the graſs plots 
give it the appearance of an Engliſh village. Being the county town, 
it contains the ſeſſions- houſe and the priſon. The town is built on 
the Delaware; it does not, however, carry on any direct foreign trade, 
but confines itſelf to the coaſting trade with Philadelphia. ' 


Newcaſtle, when in the poſſeſſion of the Swedes, was called New- 


Stockholm. When the Dutch. conquered it, they called it News 
Amſterdam ; and when the Duke of York took poſſeſſion of it he gave 
it the name which it has ſince retained. It is the oldeſt city of this 
ſtate, | Nin K Ale 
A fund having been raiſed by way of lottery, ſanctioned by the ſtate, 
for the purpoſe of building quays at Newcaſtle, that place now affords 

Vor. Ik „ Nn ſhelter 
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ſhelter to veſſels in the winter, and bir to riſe from the ſtate of 
decay into which it had ſunk. EVAL 1G 0405 

Oak is ſold at Newcaſtle for — dollars a cord, and hiccory for 
nearly ſeven dollars. The population of the county of Newcaſtle 
amounts to about eighteen thouſand free people, and three thouſand 
ſlaves. The frequent communication between Philadelphia and Bal- 
timore, and the great traffic between the two cities, have occaſioned 
the eſtabliſhment of a more ſpeedy means of conveyance of goods and 
paſſengers, than by the ordinary land and water carriage. 
Four ſmall ſloops conſtantly fail: to and from Newcaſtle and Phila- 
delphia. Regular ftages convey the paſſengers to Freach-Town, on 
the Elk-River, about twelve miles diſtant from Newcaſtle. Goods 
are carried there in carts, Other floops fail down the Elk-River, 
which empties itſelf, into the Cheſapeak, eighteen miles from French- 
Town, from whence they proceed to Baltimore. The expence of the 
paſſage from Philadelphia to Newcaſtle is three quarters of a dollar, 
three quarters of a dollar by the ſtage to French-Town, and one dollar 
and a quarter from French-Town to Baltimore. This route is im- 
paſſable during the three or four winter months, at which time the 
xiver Delaware is generally frozen. 
Newcaſtle is the true point from which all the Phitadelphian ſhips 
take their departure. When they are laden, they drop down thither 
with their pilot, and take in their poultry and vegetables, where the 
captains who remain, at Philadelphia to ſettle their accounts at the 
cuſtom-houſe join them by land, and from whence they ſail with the 


firſt fair Wind. 11 C081 7 fats I l 


"ROAD TO WARWICK. —THE RED LION. —MIDDIETON. 
1. 


All the country- is exttemely flat until — arrive at the Red = 
an inn much frequented by ſtages and travellers. The fields are very 
extenſive : ſome wheat is ſown here, which is beginning to ſnoot; but 


* general produce is maize: there are ſome meadows ſown. 'with 
clover, 
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Hover, and a ſmall ſhare of timothy-graſs. A few quickſet hedges 
are here and there to be ſeen, but they merely evince to an European 
the poſſibility of thus encloſing the fields in this country. Such is the 
manner in which they are here planted and kept, that they ſerve 
merely to relieve the eye, fatigued with the gloomy eneloſures of 
dead wood. They ſeldom dig any ditch at the foot of the bank on 
which the quickſet is planted, or if they do, they cut it ſo narrow and 
perpendicular, that it is incapable of carrying off the ſmalleſt current 
of water. The thorns are planted in ſingle rows; when grown they 
are lopped at the bottom, and become ſmall trees, which are eaſily 
broken down and overthrown by the cattle. Time will no doubt 
teach the inhabitants of America the great advantage of this ſort of 
hedges, which would fave an enormous quantity of wood, in à country 
where its ſcarcity begins to be already felt: they will learn that the 
firſt expence of planting and preſerving them would be abundantly. 
repaid by their duration through an endleſs pg in un no fur- 
ther care nor expence would be required. * 

This will certainly be the caſe ſome day or We. ha it is aſtoniſhs 
ing, that, notwithſtanding ſo many farmers are contindally arriving 
from Europe, and particularly from England, where the utility of 
quickſet hedges and the method of raiſing them ate ſo well known, 
the people of this country have not yet profited by their experience. 
Indolence, and a want of ſufficient funds, are, without doubt, the two 
principal cauſes which retard ſo neceſſary an improvement. The 
woods of the ſtate of Delaware and the eaſtern ſhore of Maryland 
abound with thorns ſimilar to our hawthorns, of which excellent and 
agreeable hedges might be made. 
The road from Wilmington, through Newcaſtle; ' divides itſelf at 
the Red Lion inn : one road leads to Dover, and to the ſouth of the 
ſtate of Delaware, the other to CHEsTER-Town, and into tlie ſouth of 
the Kate of Maryland: we have choſen the latter route z—1 ſay we, for 

T travel in company with Mr. Guillemard; who is ſo kind as to-ac- 
company me the few firſt days of this little jburney. Land in the 
093006 N a2 neighbourhood 
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neighbourbood of the Red Lion is ſold at about twenty dollars an 
acre;..the foil is rather light, but good. ' This inn is furniſhed; with all 
ſorts of n from Newcaftls from which it is ſeven. or eight 
miles distant, : 0 

The road 47466 the Red 1 to © <a runs „ 105 fe 
ſort of flat ill cultivated country. The ſoil, however, becomes ſtronger 
and better, Some large farm-houſes are to be ſeen on the right and 
left of the road; they are ſurrounded: with little huts for the negroes, 
from which circumſtance it may be ſuppoſed A e puamhes of 
them are employed here. mm 

M1DDLETON, the ouly nge end, Worwiak i Newcaſtle, is 
compoſed of about twenty houſes, ſome of which are of brick; it is 
the laſt village in the ſtate of Delaware, which, however, extends 
to within a en ee ene d wm is to __ three miles beyond 
W act Ee anch . e Tal: 10 $on50x9 N 
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WARWICK —CULTIVATION AND. DISEASES, oF. CORN, 
16 48 nt aig 9893 od eg: Hive itt! 

We croſſed — ſ”mall #recks, today, which, turn a few mills and 
. forges. They fall into the Delaware either directly or in con- 
junction with others which they meet in their, courſc. The, mall 
creek of Bohemia, near Warwick, is the firſt which we have met 
with that ruus as far as the Cheſapeak. The village of Warwick 
comprtzes only ſive or fix houſes ʒ it is in the ſtate of Maryland, and in 
the county of Cecil The, farmers, complain much of the injury done 
to their corn by the Heſſian fly - As this diſeaſe is very common in the 
eaſt of Maryland, I thall deter a more full deſeription of it until 1 
have;.xeceived.ſome better information on; the ſulject. f thalh ovly 
obſerve at preſent, that from the converiation, of ty farmers, whom 
Jſaw at the inn, it appears to me that the Heſſian fly chiefly attacks 
ſuch corn as grows on a poor fail and that ſeveral yeius of earth in the 
lame; fields, which are of a, better quality than the reſt, are free from 
them. Theſe farmers were of Anden, that if the lands were well 
d. dunged, 


— 
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dunged, and kept in good order, they would not be liable to the diſeaſe. 

If this aſſertion may be depended upon, it ſhould have induced them to 
attend to cultivation ; but this opinion, as yet, has not made one farmer 
more attentive; The corn of this country is alſo ſubject to the ruſt, and 
to a diſeaſe called the ſtab, which reddens a part of the ear, and deſtroys 
the grain. The obſervations of the inhabitants, who are neither pro- 
found nor perſevering in their reſearches, have not aſcertained the cauſe 
of this laſt diſeaſe of the corn, nor even its nature. They think, how- 
ever, that the damp ariſing from fogs is one of the principal cauſes. 
The corn is ſometimes ſown here mixed with plaſter-of-Paris, or with 
| aſhes, but they do not cleanſe it before ſowing, which is nx here one 
_ cauſe of the various diſeaſes to which it is ſubject.” 

Land is fold here according to its quality, from fifteen to forty dol- 
lars an acre, The laborious part of cultivation is generally performed 
by negro ſlaves. The price of ſuch as are good workmen is at pre- 
ſent from three to four hundred dollars a negro: they may be hired of 
thoſe maſters who do not employ them, but let them out at ſixty dol- 
lars a year, Labourers are alſo to be procured among the white 
men, whoſe wages are from one hundted to one hundred and ten dol- 
lars a year. "Theſe latter are always better fed than the negroes. 
The farmers, moſt of whom have their own negroes, or hire them of 
ſlave owners, ſeldom» employ white men, except in the time of harveſt, 
when they pay them a dollar and a half a day, and find them in pro- 
viſions. The landlord of the inn where we ſtopped; who is a farmer, 
and who hires negroes, not having a fufficient number of his own, 
prefers them to white men; he aſſures us they will work as well, if pro- 
perly looked after; and that the whites require as much attention in this 
reſpect as the negroes. He obſerved, however, that thoſe whites who 
conſented to work with the blacks were of the loweſt kind. He has a 
large field of clover before his houſe, every acre of which produces him 
yearly fixty hundred weight of foddes in three crops. He has not 
held this farm more than one year: it conſiſts or two” hundred acres ; 
. eee good land. PRRege of e nf 
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As there is no market at Warwick, meat is only to be procured of 
the farmers; who, before they kill their oxen, calves, or ſheep, en- 
ſure a ſale for them in the neighbourhood. During this day's journey 
we have met with good dry roads. Thoſe which we travelled yeſter- 
day were rocky, miry, and cut to pieces by carriage-wheels. The 
weather to day is very fine; it is a true European ſpring day; com- 
fortably warm and pleaſant. The leaves of the willow trees begin to 
expand ; the turtle-doves woo their mates ; and the birds warble their 
ſongs. Blackbirds are more common in theſe parts than _ other 


ſpecies. 


* CHESTER-TOWN, AND THE MANNER IN WHICH JUSTICE 15 
ADMINISTERED THERE.—OBSERVATIONS ON SLAVERY. 


Between Warwick and George-Town, you paſs the ſmall creek 
called Head of Saſſafras. At the head of this creek are ſome mills, 
which are turned by its water, collected in a large pond; the natural 
declivity of the creek being very inconſiderable. This ſmall creek 
has ſeveral branches, which we have paſſed, and which unite to- 
gether five or ſix bouſes at the head of each. Neither theſe nor two 
or three other creeks which we have before croſſed, flow through val- 
lies, but through hollows ; which do not alter the appearance of the 
ground, or interrupt the perfect level of its ſurface. All the land in 
this neighbourhood is of a rich and fertile foil. The fields are till 
more extenſive than thoſe which we ſaw yeſterday ; the generality of 
farms are larger, and the appearance of the country is better: but 
we conſtantly meet with proofs of the little attention beſtowed on cul- 
tivation. The colour of the foil, in many places, indicates that it. con- 
tains iron; which ſettles in the ponds, and on the ſurface of the earth. 
Among the. mills of the Head gf Saſſafras, there are ſome iron-mills. 
+: The road to Cheſter preſents little variety; it is a continual flat, 
ol the fields are {tripped of their trees, as are = Wa 1 we be 
* ſince we left Philadelphia. 51 bo An 19 NA 
| | Cheſter, 


OY 
/ 
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. Cheſter, where we arrived on the thirteenth of March, is ſituated an 
a valley, much larger than any we have yet ſeen.. The college, which 
a large building, on the ſummit of a hill, commands a view of this 
little town. This building is in a deplorable ſtate. of decay, although 
it is not yet finiſhed; . There is no glaſs in any of the windows; the 
walls have fallen down in many places, and the doors are without 
ſteps : yet this is the ſecond college of the ſtate, in which there are 
only two. This eſtabliſhment is endowed with three thouſand three 
hundred and thirty dollars a year. It maintains a preſident and three 
maſters; the number of ſcholars, however, is not more than forty or 
fifty, though for ſixteen dollars all the branches of learning which 
are taught there may be acquired. Boarders pay eighty. or , ninety 
dollars fe their board. Twelve or fifteen hundred dollars have al- 
ready been expended on this building. It is conſtructed on a plan 
large enough to receive five hundred ſcholars. Funds are wanting to 
complete it, and like almoſt all the public buildings in America it 
will be in ruins before it is finiſhed. There are,no. free-ſchools..in 
this ſtate, but few day-ſchools, and ſtill fewer grammar-ſchools, where 
people in eaſy circumſtances can ſend their children. A propoſition - 
was made at the laſt meeting of the legiſlative aſſembly, to eſta- 
bliſh a grammar-ſchool in each county, at the public expence; but 
this propoſition, which has not yet been determined upon, will nt 
be carried, becauſe in the firſt place; nobody feels, or appears to feel, 
the advantages of a ſuperior education; ſecondly, becauſe the ſmall 
number of thoſe who are ſenſible of thoſe advantages do not ſuppoſe 
that much good will reſult from a ſingle ſchool in each county; and 
laſtly, becauſe the propoſed eſtabliſhment does not include any pro- 
viſion for the education of the people, at leaſt not for that part of the 
people who are unable to pay for it; and who, doubtleſs, are entitled 
to ſhare with the other members of the community in the advantages 
of a education purchaſed with the public treaſure. 


* contains about one hundred and wks or one dunn and 
thirty 
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thirty houſes, almoſt all built in one ſtreet; a few of them are brick houſes, 
but the greater part are of wood; among the latter are ſome rather hand- 
ſome, well painted, and large. The principal ſtreet—and, as I bave faid, 
there is ſcarcely more than one—is built on a gentle declivity, floping 
towards the river. About the middle of this ſtrect, built on a large ſpace 
of ground, ſtands a church; the windows and the walls of which are 
not in a much better condition than thoſe of the college. A miniſter is 
maintained by ſubſcription, who receives about three hundred dollars: 
as he is alſo preſident of the college, with a ſalary of eight hundred 
dollars, beſides a refidence, he may live very comfortably : the con- 
tributions of his pariſhioners would not afford bim a ſubſiſtence. Near 
* ſame ſpot ſtands the hall of juſtice. 

- Cheſter, as the chief town of the county of Kent, is the ſeat of 
Juſtice : courts are held here twice a year, as well as all the courts of 
common pleas for the ſtate of Maryland ; they are held by a chief judge, 
or a Judge of the diſtrict, who preſides ſucceſſively in ſimilar courts in | 
the four counties, of which the diſtrict is compoled ; and by two aſ- 
fiſtant judges, who only ſit in the county-court. Mr. Samuel Chew, 
the brother of my reſpectable friend Benjamin Chew, of Philadel- 
phia, is one of the aſſiſtant judges. I waited upon him at his houſe ; 
and as he was then in court, .I went thither to him. This building 
is by no means to be admired, either for its exterior, which is falling 
to decay, like all the public buildings of this city, or for the decora- 
tions of the hall of juſtice, which is not in a better ſtate of repair than 
the outſide of the building. « 

But here, as every- where elſe, the inſtitution of juries inſpires one 
with reverence”: the jurymen here appear attentive, and anxious to de- 
cide with equity. Wherever this benevolent inſtitution is eſtabliſhed, we 
exult to ſee the intereſts, the honour, the lives of men committed to the 
charge of their equals; whom paſſion does not blind; whom the 
partial knowledge of obſolete ſtatutes does not prejudice ; who, bav- 

ing fimply to pronounce on matters of fact, require no other guide 


Gans the diftates of common ſenſe, of which few men, eſpecially few 
plain 
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Mike men, are deſtitute. The forms of juſtice here are leſs ſatisfactory 
than in England; where the judge himſelf notes down the depoſitions 
of the witneſſes, and the principal arguments of the counſellers, and 
repeats them to the jury before they ꝓronounce their verdict, care- 
fully diſengaging the ſimple facts on which they have to decide from 
every thing irrelevant. The judges here do not take that trouble; 
which is generally more neceſſary here, as the counſellors are gar- 
rulous, ignorant, and full of chicanery. Vet till the juries ſeldom pro- 
nounce an unjuſt verdict; and, as one proof at leaſt of their zeal and 
attention in the diſcharge of their duty, I muſt remark, that during my 
ſhort ſtay in this city, a jury has been incloſed twenty- four hours be- 
fore they agreed in their verdict on a cauſe the iſſue of which did not 
involve more than fifty dollars. The proceedings of the court at 
Cheſter appeared to me to be conducted with more decorum than in 
Philadelphia, or any of the American ſtates. which I have viſited. 
All the attendants are uneovered: ſilence is preſerved: and the only 
indecorum is occaſioned by the counſellors, who wrangle, interrupt, and 
often abuſe each other; and appear here, as almoſt every-where elſe, 
calculated rather to Yume gs Aten the queſtions, which: they 
argue. l —_ FF * 511 
"Hoe robberies are „ Maryland ; ne: or fix trials 
for this offence occur almoſt every ſeſſions. Murders are very rare. 
The judges attribute the multiplicity of robberies to the free negroes, 
who are numerous in the ſtates of Maryland: I have heard the ſame 
aceuſation preferred againſt them in all the ſtates where ſlavery is 
permitted. Such a charge is conſequently a ſtrong argument with 
the ſlave-holders againſt the abolition of ſlavery; but the evil, if it 
exiſts, as I am led to believe it does, is ſtill to be attributed to the late. 
of ſlavery, in which theſe newly; freed men have been previouſly kept, 
and from which they have been ann 9 een 
for a Nate of freedom. 
It is natural to ſuppoſe, this a Pegs haraſſed/by at * 
Auiven by the ſcourge to toil in the open fields whether he is healthy 
Vox. II. O o or 
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ot ſick, Salü diberty merely as a releaſe from labour. Whilſt, he 
was a ſlave, food: of ſome ſort or other Was always provided for kü, 
without'the leaſt! care on his part; ſince he was aware that no, in- 
duſtry, or attemtion of his, would (procure him either better food or 
clothing. Labour therefore brought nothing but. fatigue, and he be- 
came of courſe indolent and careleſs. The fitſt moments of his liberty 
are enjoyed in a ceſſation of toil; for the laſh n longer reſounds in, 
his ears: he feels the wants of nature; no education has gen be- 
ſlowed on him but that of ſlavery, which teaches. hic to cheat, to 
ſteal, to Tie ; and he ſatisfies thoſe wants, for which induſtry | has, not 
provided, by pilfering the corn or proviſions of his neighbours, and 
becomes the receiver of goods ſtolen byitheflayes. ,, {1s 
Though ſuch are the neceſſary; conſequences of fropdam, thus be- 


foueu upon a ſla ve, they ſhould by no meaus operate unfavourably with 


thoſe who are deſirous of the gradual emancipation, of the negroes; 
who conceive that by a careful and liberal preparation for ſuch a 
benevolent meaſure,” adapted to the number of negroes in the country, 
and many other circumſtances, the greater part of the evils deſcribed 
may be-avoided, and may at length be entirely prevented, if not in 
the preſent, at leaſt in the future generation. But how can we hope 
for ſo general a ſpirit of philauthropy among men who look only, to 
their preſent intereſt, of which they imagine at deſtructive? . -, 
In the ſtate of Maryland, ſlaves; -are tried in the ſame courts as ; the 
whites z they have alſo the privilege: of trial by juries. The puniſh- 
ments for the blacks are very ſevere; but the manners of the people 
are mild, at leaſt in that part of Maryland where I am at preſent, 
and prevail over the rigour of the laws. I Was witneſs to a fact which 
proves the humanity of the judges, and their defire to render egual 
juſtice to the accuſed, whether whites or ſlaves. A female uegro is now 
in priſon accuſed of having poifoned a child, and of having attempted 
to poiſon her miſtreſs. Her miſtreſs, who is her accuſer, bewga ee 
of conſiderable conſequence in the country, and allied to a family of 


great influence'in the county, the Judges, jealous of the effects of that 
influence 
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influence on the jury, have availed themſelves of the power they poſ- 
ſeſs of referring the trial to the general court of the diſtrict, which, is 
held ſixty miles from Cheſter; that the accuſed _ * — 4 yon 
chance of a fair and impartial trial. f 

No meaſures have yet been adopted in Marylind for the We 
freedom of the ſlaves: ſome well-meaning men hope to lead the at- 
tention of the legiſlature in a ſhort time to the ſubject, but the opi- 
nion of the country ſeems by no means favorable to t. 
© The laws of Maryland empower the judges to alter the ſetitence of 
dearth into a milder puniſhment ;/ which is that of ſending the convict 
to labour for a longer or a ſhorter time in the publie works at Balti- 
more. I am not of their opinion Who admire this proyiſion of the 
law; which, on the contrary, appears to me extremely reprehen- 
ſible, as it may, and often muſt, render the judges partial in the eygs 
of the publie: whereas, in every well- regulated ſtate, the judge ſhould 
merely be the paſſive organ of the law. I the ſtate of Maryland 
dow eafily may each judge, in adminiſtering juſtioe ĩn his own» gun 
ty, be ſwayed by his natural diſpoſition, by an acquaintance With 
the families of the criminals, or by a momentary impulſe of paſſion ! 
at leaſt, how liable is he to be ſuſpected of ſuch partialitits! The 
judge of the diſtrict receives eight hundred dollars a year; the aſſiſtant 
judges only three dollars a day during the . be W and the 
witneſſes receive one dollar and a third a day, | Sic 

Near the Juſtice hall ſtands the priſon. It isn en b building, 
which -has- not yet even a ſtaireaſe. There is a. yard. in which it Was 
intended the priſoners ſhould walk for the benefit of the air; but the 
walls of it are fo lo. that the 'prifoners/are prohibited from walking 
there, as they might eaſily eſeape.”: Debtors are confintd-in-a-ſephrate 
apartment of the fame priſon. The other priſoners are kept together, 
and im irons g there? were. but four there w hen I fü the priſon, one 
of Which was a negro, who, in attempting to eſcape from the Win- 
dow, fractured his leg in ſuch a manner, as to render aàmputation 
nebeſſary, We entered this ꝓriſon, and viſited the whole interior of 
= Oo2 | the 
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the building without the gaoler, who was abſent, and who. had, left 
the keys in the doors, in ſuch a-manner, that we, or any other per- 
ſons who had come to the priſon, might have releaſed all the priſoners. 
This careleſſneſs, this negligence, is, generally ſpeaking, charaReriſtic 
of the country. The gaoler receives eighteenpence à day for the 
maintenance of each priſoner; the whole of which pittance ought 
certainly to be applied to that object; but it is to be ſuſpected, and in- 
deed we were aſſured, that this is not very ſcrupulouſly done. 
At Cheſter, as almoſt every-Where elſe in America, the burial- E 
is in the middle of the town; here, however, to the danger of 
- contagion, always great in warm climates, is added indecency ; for 
the burial- ground is in the high ſtreet, near the priſon; it is without 
walls, or any other incloſure to conceal it; and is not diſtiuguiſhed by 
any marks, which might inſpire the reſpect due to every place ſet apart 
for the burial of the dead. The ſadneſs which: this indifference has 
occaſioned me, will perhaps be aſcribed to prejudice; but where is the 
ſon, or the huſband, who could behold without ſhuddering the grave 
of the father, or the wife that he loved, trampled on by beaſts ? 
Reverence for the aſhes of the dead appears to me as natural as re- 
ſpect for the aged; which perhaps ſome may alſo denominate a pre- 
judice; but it is a prejudice of which few, 1 think, would have ſuf- 
ficient: energy to diveſt themſelves, though they may ſtile that cor- 
ruption of the underſtanding, and of morals, energy, which throws 
off all reſtraint, which ſpurns the ſentiments of nature, and re- 
nounces every ancient n eee N nies 
antiquity. "1 
A A” poor-houſe for the county 1s i eſtabliſhed at Cbetter. FF bebe 11 | 
ready repeated, that my opinion is unfavourable; to the eſtabliſhment 
of this ſort of houſes.” This, however, is kept iu as good ordet as any 
private” houſe. The poor are well fed, and have the appearance of 
being very healthy. The building of the houſe coſt; about ſive thou - 
ſand nx hundred dollars. The annual expence for eighty-two pau- 
pers, old and young, is four thouſand dollars, which is about forty- 
NF N fx 


% 
BY THE DUNE DE LA” ROCNEFOUCAUL/P LIANCOURT. 86 


fin dollars and a third per bead. The overſcers of the poor in each 
bundred of the county have the, power of admitting into the poor- 
houſe ſuch perſons as they deem proper objects. The children are put 
out apprentices when they are of a proper age and-as they ate bound 
to remain with their maſters till the age of twenty-one, no money is 
advanced by the houſe to the maſters. Hithetto the negroes have 
been excluded from the - poor-houle :. which is certainly a juſt exclu- 
pr as far as it reſpects ſlaves, as their maſters ought to take care-of 

them: bot which ought not to be extended to free negroes,; negreſſes, 
and tbeir children. It was ſaid by the governors of the poor, that if 
they admitted the claims of theſe people, their: houſe would. be filled 
by them, as their improvidence is greater than the , whites, I is 
difficult to admit this reaſoning of economy as an excuſe for ſo in- 
human a refuſal. Prejudice againſt the negroes, and particularly 
againſt the free negroes, is the true cauſe: of this unjuſt deciſion; 
which reduces the old, infirm negroes; and their children, to ſubſiſt 
upon private charity, and in failure of that pretarious ſource, fre- 
quently. expoſes them to the utmoſt want and-loweſt, ſtate of wretch- 
edneſs. The poors'-rates in the ſtate | of Maryland are levied upon 
each county. Every county has not a poor-houſe. In ſeveral: they 
adminiſter relief to the poor at their own. houſes, but every- where the 
ſame een are W relative Of the VE REL of * a 


W 5 92 4 
Cheſter is but on a river & the Pas, OE which riles in the 


7 Kate of Delaware. This river is about three quarters of a mile wide, 

and is navigable in boats ten miles above the town; after which it 
becomes a ſmall creek, the ſtream of which is barely. ſufficient to turn 
a mill. Cheſter is thirteen, miles in a direct line from the, Cheſapeak; 
but the land is fo flat, that the river before it reaches its mouth tuns 
a zig-zag courſe of thirty-five miles. It is navigable to Cheſter for 
ſhips: of from eighty to ninety tons. One veſſel of this burthen be- 
longs to this port, and is employed in the commerce of the Weſt. 
Indies 3 I faw-alſo 1 * 


17 
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which are employed in the navigation'of the bay, and particuflarly in 
voyages to Baltimore; An the tons that are ſituated ov the [rivers 
which fall into te Chefapesk employ fimilar veſſels, the numbers of 
Nr invreaſed Within thefe few years, us the corn 
Which was formerly carried away by the Philadelphian merchants, or 
by the Brandy ie millers, is at preſtut ſent to Baltimore, where 
lately fevetal' $004 millb' have buen built : grain is likewiſe ſent co 
EIK TOM. 55 10 2 Hen 1198 in en 254 J. $8; 1 1 
Corn is failed! in large quatrtities an this part of Maryland *-it ls 
eſteetned the beſt and hezvieſt of any which is grown in the United 
States, but, as 1 have before obſerved, it is ſubſect to the attacks of the 
Heſſian fly, which often deſttoys half the Harveſt. It ſeems to be 
univerſally admitted here, às well as in Warwick, that ſuch born as is 
ſown in ſoils either naturally rich or made ſo by dunging, is exempted 
from this difeafe, as the blade ſhoots faſt and becomes very ſoon ſtrong, 
and imipenietrable to the attacks of this deſtructive little fly. Beſides 
the ruſt and the ſtab, the corn” is Ike wife ſometitnes injured by a 
ſpecies of fiy;knowin in Virginia by the nage of Wille, which renders 
it pecefſary to*thrafh it immediately t is cut ; but this/diſedle is by no 
means ſo general here as in the lower parts of Virginia, though it 18 
not long fince they have ſufferetl by it in this part of Maryland, where, 
however, they have as yet neglected the precaution of threſhing the 
corn as ſoon as it is cut. The conviction of the advantage of enrich- 
ing the Yand Has Hot induced the farmers to beſtow more dung upon 
their fields. Süch land as is cultivated in the uſual way produces 
only from "Bye v0 H buthels of corn un acre, or from eight: to ten 
buſhels of abe; Wilſt ſuch as fs well dunged produdes fix or ſeven 
tithes möre: the latter I, beſides; refs fUübe&k 40 injury from the damps 
than che former.” It is, however, to the human ſpeeics that the con- 
ſtant dat ps 8f this boggy and flat country are moſt pernicious ; the 
dogs ati Vapbörs of the months of July" ant Auguſt ate particds 
Hr! nsdsiods. Bilious and intdtmifttert vers: afepidemlenz ain 
Ace, "Bra fHcK HR than a erthtt Hehe white inhabirants. 
54 4 þ . 77 h Many 
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Ne people fink under theſe diſorders, the general effects of which 
* muſt be deſtructive, as it is vg g find'ancinhabitant who has at- 
tained the age of ſixty- fixe. THnegrocs are leſs affected by theſe 
ſorders than the ukites. agd in genetab live: lenghrh,. The pet elgava- 
of their health is attributed: to the i conſtadily aeping in the 
5 ens, where they are preferved from the damgs, Mich h penetrate 
inte all the houſes, even during the moſt unpleaſunt heats m 10 228 * 

Obe fler has u marbet abgxlariyit wic a waek, which: js. wel ſupplied | 
with/proviliois: Beef, mbtton, andiveal;coſty from ſixdo eight dende per 
pound. The rent of the bgſt houſeb in Cheſter: dogs nojexccedgne 
hundred dollars, and king in. geheral | 45,cheaper there. ne ; 

| than at Philadetphias ©: HERS. TH 19 U * udien abt Go colin wa | * 

There are about faurtèen or fiftben: ftores. at Shed lbs ef 1 | 
is kept by Mr. John Chew, anothor brother: of my ſrieng at Phila- 8 
delphia. The goods are in genbral brought from Philadelphia, where | 
they are obtained cheaper than at, Baltimore, vgtwithitantling the 
pedtes of carciage, which amounts to nearly one gf. Ie Ws == 
fold at twenty ot twenty-five per cent above: thg f of che, hops ü n 
Philadelphia. When it is kqnawn. thattheige . Notes 
keepers at Cheſtgr frequently: buy. their goods ata, bal, ö 

"quarter, er, below the market privgghyit. muſt be fuppok 
eich kae they make great profits 

| Frogymegrocs for agricultural. labont are eafaly' 
dollary g year ; flayes may be hirrd at fity dollars, | 
prefer white labougers and free to Mes, as troubleÞme * 
and more profitable, A cow is fold here fox ſifteen pr twenty dollars; 
20 ox, for forty ;- and a borſe for for one .bundged-! Carriage 

„ borſes often ooſt fix hundredifdollacs the pair be county of Kent, as 
of which Cheſter is the chief place, contaws thirteen thouſand jnhab -— 
taunts, of which five thouſand fix hundred are;flayes ; it furniſhes but | 
few cette for the mami Frey and Philadelpbia,-as ahnt 
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inguged to believe, as e 


8 wid report aud 4 11 . that the coun 
4 a rte — of — and ſegds a great many cattle to 
4 — all the land hich dies near the road twenty- 
© two miles op t ds Colonel Tpi. is poor and barren, which is 
/ * Mttibited tes been drained by the long growth. of tobacco 


4 * bere oo: the almoſt” total relinquiſming the cultivation of 
plant f in this pargof Maryland. Theſe ſorts of ſoil | produce from 

to ſ buſn cor an acre, when, they are not infeſted with 
dhe Hefaqqſy „with ſmut, by the ſtab, nor, by the widle. I 
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we ſmall village which * paſſed, thot&piſcopal * 4 
thinily/attended, almoſt all the ilMbitants frequent Wt 
* rennen 

m Centerville to Colonel Thylman & the ſoil ſeen 
better; there are ſome faums which appear to be f 
the Kabitations of planters” but thoſe novels houſes are much more 
nymicrous. The Oe vontry is covered with cattle of a very%poor 


ere is but 
as me- 


to be a little 


| condition, which are always, during winter and ſummer, left ich che 


fields and in the woods: they are of a very ſmall fp 
more abundant in Queen Ann's-Countꝝ than in 
and more ſcattered about in the roads and in the fie 
alſo confiderably plentiful in this part of Maryland, 
and long-legged ; in general they produce =y two pounds of — 

which ſells at two ſebellings a pound. | 
The houſe of Colonel Thylman is upon the er Cbeker; i * 
wy W of 


Hoge are 
na. 4 of-Wiis 
* Sheep are 


Is, however, only, the bay of the river- ym 


Colonel Tilman has a pr 4 of the And e 
8, of which he u 
and. matze, and for meadow, grou 
faults M ihe 
vantage xeſulting Nom a change, but he 
attending it, tba fie amendagents be ana kes Are only tial N 
though well informed, by *, reading. of good nglithihooks, of all 
t is neceſſary to be done in ofder ' (Of cftablifl a rich til- 
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lage. Cuſtam almoſt every Were prevails owfplight and knowledge; 


people will not, they dare tot, act contrary to others: and in the buſineſs 
of agriculture, where this cuſtom has a greater empire perhaps than 


dene Boch ar. 289 


oſt part 


iey are ſmall 


* * 
* 
- 


. 


4 * 


e 1 eee 

"Row ky off the 2 
riculture of bi een — — o be conti oe ad 
{623 ſo min difficulties 


"” 


| — 
4 


=”. * 
2 Is 


> 


we .. 


4 


244 4 
2 


2 


2 


* 
* 
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3 ebe ON THE POPULATION OF | 
XY e e ed D. S ue 
** The e of 7 deals i in the eaſt part of Mass 


= - : * diminiſhes iuſtead of augmenting. In a country abounding in ſlaves, 
* the tes do not apply much to labour. Theit ambition conſiſts· in 
a buyihg-negrocs ; ; they buy them with the firſt ſum of money they get, 
and henſthey have two of them they leave off working themſelves: 
thiÞfmall number; is not ſuffigient to keep their lands in good order 
according to the tillage of the country, bad as it may be. The ſmall 
»* farmers amo e Whites thus leaving off labour augment their ex- 
pences. aid their affairs are ſoon in a bad condition. Theſe, and 
* who had never been able to purchaſe negroes, find themſelves in 5 
inferior ſituat their neighbours who have many ſlaves: diſ- 
ſed with theirfſtation, they ſoon think of eſtabliſhing themſelves in. 
* 2 country Where nd i is cheaper, and where they ſhalb not be ſo much 
89 ſWpaſigd by proprietors ſo diſpropogtionably richer than themſelveꝶ 
Schar al theſe ſmaſssſarms, the ting of which becomes ever 
10 9 ee e making the anſpiſet®* 
8 Se” 59 eneldſure is m hand-labour at a higher rice, ae put to 
1 „ * ere Abe by rich planters, and thoſe who have 1d ih Foto 


# 3 
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eſtabliſs theres in Kentucky, i in 2 andd in ntries of 
the weſt. Bychis the provings does not gain in agitfſcultural 1 unprove- 


I 
15 : ments what i loſes n populat - its lands are not better managed ; 
= '- & _ their produces not iffiEreaſe toten diminiſhed, becauſe the pur- . 
FI 4+ © Chaſer of them loo er at a ndation for his property, oy 
23 + + that is to ſay, 2 a ſure amen of property than «increaſe of 


| | * „5 N * * 
6 .- of > in ei places ho va OI RP : 
4 * | Hntege 9 — the employ» - 
_ HE ment of every other kind of 


«A *, r, it wilt bg found that in reality it * 
13 2 ® 24 7 none. old en and ome children, W? pregnant females, * 
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** 
muſt be fed and clothed;Kind taken este of in che Nothing is. © * 
mare common than to "ſee the proptictor of en „ble 


* 


3 1 
>. 


to bring thirty to york i in the field at the ſame time. "workmen, * 
* the year, will perform at leaſt as much labour * * thirty Wy 
flaves, and the maſter has nothing to do bpt to pay thei There are * 


already a great many maſters aware of this calculation, and mauß 
„Pegeeiwe the inconvettience of ſlaves, who, as I have aid, caught the 5 
© white labourers to quit the country who would apply thernſelves to « & 
work if there were no flaxes. Maſters, are embarcaffedggvith 
negroes, the population of whom, would other wiſe augment ingghts 
ſouthern ſtates in the fame proportion as that, of the whites in other 
parts of America; but while they all perceive the Meoweniency gf * + PO 
flavery, they are the firſt to oppoſe the rn w. of the. . — 0 
making a law for the gradual abolition of flave | 
* The proprietors of negroes complain alreadyt their populat ; 
has increafed, they are leſs fubmiſſive and more Abulent than n thisy 4 
were before. Theſe ſymptoms onght to teach then the negeſſty of 
ding ſomething ſpeedily towards putting am end to this Tate -of A . 
flavery, which will be ſooner or later very dangigzans to the — 
but they fall aſleep over this asMhey do over ot 5 
this caſeꝶ us in all others, it is Te hee . * 8 1 
4 | 
c — 4 of f 3 « 


void among the Pegple of America. *% 
The fields ate j this part of Maryland often- 
from ſixty to eight aeres . Thoſe who underſtand goodygiVge —_— 31 
how much this great ſige of fields mnft be degrimentzi to it, in a * 
country where neither the horſes, the heaſts, nor the Mine, are eee - 
in the yards, and where conſtquently dung unnot be procured for A 
fields of four acres, much leſs "4 fields of ſuch great extent, which , E 
even with plenty of dung can Never be regularly and well dunged. 
So that the harveſts, eveꝶ in the better foil, ares poor. They he ©, 


* — 


4 
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1 here with reſpe&#to” dung as they are with ſlaves j thęy penggivegthes” 1 
advantage of uſing it ing the ſame manif& as Core the incou · F 
” iid 7 5 venienc; 9 - * «4 
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| more effect in the one caſe than ii the other. 
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veniency of *, OW negroes, but the convidfon of what 1s beſt has no 


| * Some rs juſtify” the largeneſs of their fields, by the den 155 
| | materials, for. fencing them. It is true that five Ws or ſquares of 
| * this fencing will take rather more than a cord of wood, and that five 
| ſquares will fence no more than about ſixty feet, and that they ought 
| to wed every three years. When it. is conſidered that a cord Me 


©. uh 4 of aK coſts at Cheſter, four dollars and. a half, and alſo that every ® 
1 farmer who makes only three hundred ſqua 1 fencing, which is but 
1 little, ſince it is only an extent of ſeyen hundred and twenty-two 
* fathoms, or 4332 feet nearly, and that he could ſell this wood ſo em- 

« * ployed. for fixtydbllars, it will then not be ſurprizing to ſee ſo many 
N in a bad condition, nor that ſo, many ſmall farmers are diſ- 
* pleaſed with their poſſeſſions on account of this expence alone. This 
| _ Galculation 1 is made cwery- where: all the world knows the advantage 
of hedges as fencgs, every body ſees ſome of them in the country; 
tte thorn is in every wood, and there are living fences without being 

. 405 regularly . Beſides, wood ſenſibly diminiſhes in- this part of 
* America as in every other. It is cut down every-Wbere, and made 
ute of by every body; it is every- where waſted, and no-where re- 


4 
2 
4 Plautgd; even ns that have, ben Ct: are not permitted to bud 

> 4s and gr o agel agai cauſe the cattle are: eren to run 175 and e 


* them. Fs #- * Y "ig 
"Io Gueen Ann Ooanty contaigs about FF Joe thoulthd inhabitants of 
whom ſeven thouſand are ſlaves: the number of Mee We is very 
. eonfiieable..y, "2 x "= an 
* The county of Talbot, to the ſouth of that of cake Ann, 18 fer- | 
tile, and produces plenty of corn and cattle, they are conveyed into 
Cheſapeak- bay by the river Cheſapealts The manner of tillage 3 is the 
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: particularly with cedardand pines, the —" 'of which! is effected by 
the rivers Crantikoke, Wicomeko, and Polo and i 7 every re- 
ſpect, like to that, of the woods of the 3 Suſſem of which I 
have ſpoken in tlie ſtate of Delaware. N wig a eee 


Caroline-County, ſituated between that/of Talbot and he ſtate of 
Delaware, is =s moſt ſterile of ths l A this part of 


Maryland; . Mk 145 FMAT& DUAL 
A plan of a canal is in agitation, which is Ken 0 to 0 e in 
the waters of the rivet Chaptank; in order to join the Delaware and the 
Cheſapeak. It is at Meſent only a project, but the legiſlature has or- 
dered an account of the places to be taken. It i is ſaid, that the opinion 
of men the moſt acquainted: with theſe affairs ib 
cution, and it is hoped that it will be accompli The divifiott of 
the waters of this peninſula, which: run either into od Ae 
into the Cheſapeak, is made by a range qfy marſhes Which regeh 
through the whole n the ſtate of Delaware, and of which the 
poſition is a little more elevated than the-reſt of the .coont?y. « It js 
remarked, that the ſail of theſe marſſies is more ſandy, and of ag in- 
ſerior quality to that of the 7 of the peninſula; and that the buſhes 
and ſheubs which are commonly: found upon * Fang mountain * 
alſo fo be met Wirh in this marſpy count. 7 
Thee inhabithats in each circamſtances of the . art edge 
are polite and hoſpitabie. Mr. "Chew treated me e moſt Kind and 
> abliging manner, and had a friendſhip forrm6-whillf this excellent 
— family have continued to preſerve during the whole time I have 
been in America. The people of this country ate of gentle man- 
ners; it is towards che intereſts of their farms that their cares and 


attentions are generally turned, and the ſale of the produce of eu 


is the only commerce to Whichthey apply. 
In political opinions they are federaliſts, but w ithous any o pre- 
dilection for England, than that which proceeds from the gre: attach. 


» 


d 


to its exe- 


ment which they have here for the aggient prefident, who In the laſt 
* his adminiſtration trgeed this path with credit The people 
* 0 A a” 5 amuſe N 
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amuſe khernſeldss with writings of Fenm and Porouphis': ko they 
fay already that the latter is a Hlaelgunru, who wiſhes to deliver 
Amerioa up into the hands of the Engliſh. There is no great ad- 
vancement made in politics any-where, » The young: men are much 
taken * 2 nn. and racing. ; & 


22 


* M; 
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Aſter n A bY ES the houſe Colonel/Thylman,'o ond 
of the moſt amiable und polite men, and of the beſt company, which I 
have yet met with ig America, I proceeded on my way towards Kent- 
Hand, here I propbied to embark for Annapolis. The country is every- 
where flat, 4 the has been much uſed for the cultivation of to- 
en is now abandoned: the houſes are miſerable. Twelve 
from the colonel's, after having paſſed through a mean little vil 
ug. conſiſting of ſi or ſeven houſes, baun with the name of 
Queen's-Towy, I paſſed the Kent=narrow: in à ſmall ferry-boat, and I 
travelled ſeven miles further in the flat iſle of Kent, where the land 
vas of the ſame nature as that which: I had juſt left. The i itants 
there appear to be ſtill poorer. Captain Calvert keeps a toberably 
good inn at the point of the iſland, and two good ſmall} floops for the 
paſſage. But theſe loops. cannot approach nearer to-the-thofSithan = 
within balf a*mile. It was neceſſary to take my horſe writii me in a 
boat abſolutely flat, from whence he was hoiſted into this little veſſel. 
The aukwardneſs of the negro. failors and. of the captain in this affair, 
made us think that the horſe and we ſhould have loſt our lives on this 
occaſion. Happily we came off with but little injury, and after a paſ- 


| ſage of an hour and a quarter over twelve miles, the breadtly of © 


- © Cheſap&k-bay at this place, I and my horſe arrived ſafe at Annapolis $: 
the 3d of April, _ „ 19g © 
 , The: Þaſlage for a man and his horſe coſts: tuo dollars, when there 
are no other paſſengers; hen. there are many, the price f the paſſage» 
is only; a dollar and a Bats, This little voyage is commonly prongs” 
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The proſpect of Annapolis is extremely agreeable upon arriving 
there from the bay. This &ty is built upon the fide of the, Severn, 
upon a little hill, which, without being much elevated, commands a 

little of the flat country which ſurrounds it. Afinapolis was formerly 
the principal city of Maryland, and there was oe commeres carried 
en there. Since the revolution it retains the natge of the metropolis 
of the ſtate, and continues to be the ſeat of the rument, but Balti- 
more has drawn all the commerce from it. Thg capitaliſts, or thoſe 
who would become ſuch, have quitted it to go aud reſide at Baltinoft# 
and the inhabitamts/are in general families in eaſy circumſtances, who 
haye property in the neighbourhood, officers of gh ernment, and 
gentlemen of the v, attracted by the vicinity of > courts of juſtice. 
The population of this town diminiſhes every year he houſes ar for 
the moſ}/part built of brick, and are ſpacious, many af thetn are very 
large, and have fine ae in an order than 17 J have yet ſeen 
in America. 0 4 | ns e 
Tutziſtate-houſe is one of the largeſt oublic buildings i in the United 
States, and its interior the moſt complete and finiſhed, At Jeſt as far 


* zs the plan Wat preſent executed. This ſtructbre, which has already 


1 will ſoon be, as the legiſlature grants every year the neceſlary ums for 
dis purpoſe. It contains apartments for the tribunals, for the aſſem- 
* * blies of the executii council, and rooms for the principal officers of 

the tate, Except for the governor, who has a houſe built by the ſtate. 
6 ©. It has a large oupola with a lantern at the top, which is aſcended by a 
commodious Maircaſe, and from whence there is a proſpeck as far as 
the rue b. beyond the Cheſapeak ; of the peninfula Iaware-bay ; 


the little point of Jerſey, which ſeparates it from Annapolis. 
The 
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© coſt one hundred andſMhirty thoufand dollars, Will probably require 
from fifteen'to twenty thouſand more before it iggompleted,” "which F* 
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The college is ther very conſiderable- building. It has, an en- 
dow ment of five tiduſand dollars, which is raiſed by certain duties of 
the ſtate, ſuch as licences, fines, & bim of the weſt part of Maryland 
only. There are a hundred ſcholars there, and it is faid that the 
-maſters of it are very good. The Englifhy the learned languages, the 
French, the mathematics as far. Arnet. 87 e en 4; 
ſomme,common\law,arectaught there ys I I ol gn, 
A church large endugh to contain Three! times lv of inhabs- , 
1 in bee i . that at the. time it Was built there Was no 
ſuſpieion of the preſent depopulation of the gity,. which does. not con- 
tain more than tv ouland inhabitants: owning bog lu) ** 
Annapolis is, bo vever, as to ſociety, ons of the moſt EE, 
yy eities of the United tates ; hoſpitality, and an obliging ſincerity, are * 
in no part ſo general; all the families are united, and ſtranger, an | 
ob received among them, ſoon finds himiglt at his eaſe there.. 
Thad 2 lettet Ge. Mr. Cooke, one of the moſt cgſhrated counſtllors 
in;the ſtate. He is eſteemed as one of, thoſe, who units, the greataſt 
talents to goodngls, 3. to virtue, and to kindneſs. / He 'is/ſaid-tg; poſleſF 2. 
that delicacy in his profeſſion, which has always appeared oy to be —_ 
| neceſſary to make that of a counſellor the principal, and the moſt re- 
ſpectable, o of all others. He never undertakes a doubtful caſe nd his 179 
fortune permits him to do his duty in juſt cauſes withut emolument, 9 
to thoſe cticats who are not in a ſituation to pay him. Can there be, 7 
for a man of talents and morality, a ſituation iuſſife preferable to that? v 
„ Always the advoca of juſtice, Jabouring without cealing to have it IM 
* adminiſtered, in the manner ſuch a clear and virtuous conſcience ſees | hy 
it in; what employment of life can be compared to this d, Here ro 
point at the ſpeculators in lands, in the funds, ind upon the ruim of 
others, &c. &c.— call me a fool for avowing it. * | 
Mr. Carrol, one of the richeſt inhabitants of the United States, bas 
alſo a houſe at Annapolis, and many others in the ſtate: he has in 
general the Aourable opinion of the people,. Mr. Cooke intro- 
- duced me to Mr. Ogle, to the houſe of Dr. Muftay, and to many 
others. 
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vibe All that T have ſeen of ihe! men and wen of this city leads 
me to think it one of the places which a 0 would be moſt in- 
* clined to chooſe, if he did not catch the LI 


thirſt for ſpeculation. * 0 bt 
Politics are here what they are in that part of Maryland I have juſt 
quitted; At preſent the people here are held in admiration by the ſuc- 


, ceſſes of Buonaparte, and I 5 very glad to have arrived at this period, 
in a city which is rather diſpoſe ed to Englith opinious than to favouthble 
ones of my country. 28 © 


A ſeparate peace with the emperor is wiſhed for, which would com- 
pel that of England. It is. by far the deareſt of my wiſhes ; but Tet us 


that the ſituation is healthful,” yet they confels that they are ſubject 
to fevers in avtump. The country has not the appearance of being 
ſo unhealthy as that of the other fide of the bay; but it is too much 


4 a ſalutary hay.) | 
IT he county of Ann Aida, of which Annapdligt is alſo the chief 


ce, is peopled with about thirteen thouſand fre men, and eleven 
e "194g Wheat, maize, oats, and tobacco, are cultivated here. 
Iron 1s Hund, and three or four forges and furnaces for great works 
have been eſtabliſhed here during ine years. 
A cord of oak, wood. coſts at Annapolis four dollars _ a ball, that 
of hiccory ive, and a half. e n Wm een A here about 
2 two years. 1 | d., 

The market here is very badly profiGoded) it is s very den windider 
eek! when there is any it ſells at eight pence a pound, and mutton and 
. veal ten pence. Fiſh, and eſpecially perch, FORO, and ſhads, 
. in the proper ſcaſon for them. 

Ilearut at Annapolis that Mr. Carroll in his large püts68 near El- 
1 millchad attempted to eultivate the vine, without ſuceeſs, though 
de had employed vine-dreſſers whom he had expreſſſy ſent. for from 

Vor. II. Qq France, 


— $4 


the cou utty—the 


hope and ſpeak of ſomething elſe. The inhabitghts of Aunapolis ſay 


ſurrounded by water and crecks of a ow een to be Edo en 


. 
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F rance. From this they conclude here that the vine cannot proſper, 


and that the wine cannot be good. This proves that the nature of the 


| foil and of the elimate require ſome particular care and attention, of 


which good obſervation, and longer experience, may lead to the diſco- 
very of the ſecret; but it is impoſſible to ſuppoſe that the ſoil of Ons 
Tag. is incapable of producing good grapes. 


THE HISTORY, CONSTITUTION, AND LAWS OF MARYLAND: 


Annapolis being the ſeat of 1 it appears to me proper to 
place here what A, have to ſay of the N and conſtitution of _ 
land. | 


i. .T he northern 19 of 3 owe their eſtabliſhment to the 
perſecutions which the Preſbyterians ſuffered in England. 


Ceecilius Calvert, Baron of Baltimore, a Catholic, received at his 
requeſt in 1633 a charter from Charles the Firſt, who gave to him 
and to his heirs the” property of the countries to the north of the Po- 
towmack. This charter granted to Cecilius Calvert endowed him 
with the power and authority of making laws both civil and 3 
of raiſing taxes, and granting honours. + 

The enacting clauſe of the charter ſtated an intention of. a 
the Chriſtian religion: Charles the Firſt therein engages for himſelf 
and his heirs, never to lay upon the inhabitants a 4 theſe ' new : colonies ing 
interior tax by an exterior legiflature. | 

The firſt colony, compoſed of about two hundred gentlemen of J 
fortune and rank, and the ſame number of their partizans or 
domeſtics, all Catholies, landed in the beginning of 1633 near to the 


mouth of the Potowmack, in Cheſapeak-bay.' They gave to their 


eſtabliſhment the name of Maryland, ſome ſay in honour of the virgin, 
others that it was in honour of Queen Mary, wife of Charles the Firſt. - 
They made their eſtabliſhment: in concert with the Indians, of whom 


they bought lands, and with whom they lived in great cotdiality. 


They 
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They. e for their eſtabliſhment more ſuccours from theſe 
ſavages than they could expect; they provided them with game, and 
the Indian women taught them how to make bread of maize, &c. 

Lord Baltimore eſtabliſhed his colony upon laws of entire tolera- 
cog for every ſect of the chriſtian religion, without preference for 
any, and alſo upon thoſe of civil liberty. This colony received ſuc- 
ceſſively many new emigrations from Europe, and a conſiderable 
number of puritans whom the laws of Virginia drove from their in- 
fant ſettlement, in conſequence of which it increaſed very much. 
An allembly of freemen formed in 1638, in concert with Lord Bal- 
timore, a kind of conſtitution for the formation of laws which ſhould 
not be enforced till after they had received the ſanction of two houſes, 
and the approbation of the governor. _, 

In the midſt of theſe wiſe eſtabliſhments it is painful to ns that 
flavery took root in this colony in its infancy, for an act made by an 
aſſembly of freemen, in giving a definition of the people, p 
that they con/iſted of all the inhabitants, the ſlaues excepted. | 

This colony was diſturbed ſucceſſively - by troubles, which were 

quickly appeaſed by Lord Baltimore, of whom it appears that prodence 
and excellent conduct in all fituations never failed him. 
After the death of Charles the Firſt affairs changed. Cromwell 
was acknowledged by this province, which was then dependent.upon 
England. Lord Baltimore was obliged to take refuge in Virginia. 
The Catholic religion was excluded after the Engliſh religion was eſta · 
bliſhed by law. In ſhort, after many viciſſitudes, and after the re- 
ſtoration of Charles the Second, Lord Baltimore was re-eſtabliſhed in 
the property of the ſtate of Maryland, where his heirs were fixed 
till the laſt revolution, in which a yore of their NY was con- 
filcated. | 

The conſtitution of 1638 was reviſed-in 1650, and s ſome 
changes, was ſuſpended during the troubles, but after thoſe were blown 
over it was reſtored to full vigour, and remained ſo till N ben the 

preſent conſtitution was made. 
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By this conſtitution the general aſſembly is compoſed of a houſe wick 
delegates, and a ſenate, Each county chooſes four members of the 
houſe of . delegates : there are ſeventeen counties, and the cities of 
Annapolis and Baltimore nominate two each. The houſe of dele- 
gates is renewed every year. The conditions required to become a 
member are to be twenty-one years of age, a citizen of the ſtate, 
a reſident of the county of one year ſtanding, and to be poſſeſſed of a 
property of the value of thirteen hundred and thirty dollars. The 
electors of the repreſentatives are required to be twenty-one years of 
age, and to be freemen, poſſeſſing a perſonal property of eighty dollars, 

or fifty acres of land. There are fifteen ſenators who are choſen for 
five years, by two electors for each county, choſen by the electors who 
chooſe the repreſentatives. Seven ſenators out of the fifteen are re- 
quired to be of the eaſtern part of the ſtate, and eight of the weſtern 
part; their functions all ceaſe together. In ordet to become a ſenator 
it is required" to be twenty-five years of age, to have been a reſident 
of the ſtate during the three years preceding, and to have a Ry of 
two thouſand fix hundred and fixty-two dollars. 

The executive power conſiſts of a governor and five counſellors; they 
are choſen by the majority of the two houſes united. The ſame con- 
ditions required to become a ſenator are required to decem a coun- 
ſellor. ee 

The governor is required to be dreapr es years of age at leaſt, to 
be! poſſeſſed of property to the amount of thirteen thouſand two hun- 
dred and eighty-two dollars, and to have been a refident of the ſtate 
A the five preceding years. 

The governor, with the advice of the council, appoints to all places, 
except to thoſe of ſheriffs, treaſurers, and coroners. He has the power 
of expelling thoſe. from office who are in, except the judges. He an- 
nuls or mitigates ſentences, and is military chief by land and ſea: he 
is elected for one year only, and can only be re- elected for three years 
in ſeven. His place is filled in caſe of abſence or death, by the coun- 
ſellor of the oldeſt TAY Every perſon before he enters into any 
official 


C 
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official” funQtions is required IT an oath that he i is of the Chriſtian 
feligiod. * 

With very few exceptions, very lbb and of ſmall extent, all 
property in Maryland is ſubject to taxation. The legiſlature has made 
a valuation of the lands in each county, and according to different 
rates, which vary from half a dollar to four and a half. Slaves are 
valued according to their age and ſex, from as low as forty dollars up 
to one hundred and twenty. The lots in towns-are-valued in propor- 
tion to their rent; a hundred dollars when the rent is eight: the houſes 
at a hundred dollars for every ſixteen of rent. = 
Independently of theſe general taxes, every advocate at the time of 
his admiffion into a court pays eight dollars, and fo for every year be 
continues his pr oferuon. The licences for keeping taverns pay eight 
dollars; thoſe for ſelling ſpirituous liquors! ſixteen. Every marriage- 
licence pays a tax of a dollar and two thirds. | 

There are beſides theſe a great many other taxes, upon legal = 
Genie upon judgments, upon deciſions of the court of chancery, and 
upon thoſe of the judge of the office of lands, &c. &c. 

When the ſtate has an occaſion for taxes, the legiſlature which votes 
them appoints in the ſame bill five comniflieners” for the, county. 
Theſe commiſſioners aſſemble, divide the county into diſtricts for taxa- 
tion, and appoint an aſſeſſor for each of theſe diſtricts. It is the duty 
of theſe aſſeſſors to make uſe of all legal means to know the taxable 
property of every individual.” Falſe returns made by proprietors are 
puniſhed by an augmentation of the tax, to the double, or triple, ac- 
cording to the nature of the caſe. 

The baſes for the valuation of lands, and other property mentioned: 
above, direct the aſſeſſors in aſcertaining the quota of the tax to be 
paid by each individual. Their labour is ſubmitted to the five com- 
miſſioners of the county, who afterwards appoint the collectors; theſe 
depoſit the money they collect into the treaſury- cheſt of one of the 
two parts of the ſtate, according to the ſituation of the county where 
the tax is raiſed, for the more ready execution of their duty, under the 

6255 inſpection. 
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inſpection of the commiſſioners: the collectors are required to give 
ſecurity. The goods, movable and immovable, of taxable perſons 
may be ſeized by the collectors, in default of payment, and thoſe alſo 
of the collectors are liable to ſeizure, for negligence in their collection. 
The commiſſioners receive a dollar and a half for every day they are 
employed. They fix the ſalaries of the aſſeſſors, which cannot ex- 
ceed fixty-fix dollars: the collectors are rewarded with four per cent 
of what they receive. The ſtate has not laid a tax ſince 1786; it 
amounted in that year to two hundred and eighty- four thouſand dol- 
lars, and the expence of collection was only two and a half per cent. 
The taxes upon the profeſſion of an advocate, and upon licences joined 
to thoſe which are produced by legal proceſſes, by fines, &c. with the 
increaſe of the intereſts of the capitals of the ſtate, have been ſufficient 
to pay all the expences of government, which are eſtimated from 
ſeventy to eighty thouſand dollars per annum. The ſtate has no debts 
except that of a hundred and fifty- one thouſand dollars by the Union, 
eſtimated by the commiſſioners whom I have ſo often mentioned. It 
has in the Engliſh funds fifty thouſand pounds ſterling, which were 
placed there before the revolution, of which England acknowledges 
the claim, and to which even the Engliſh miniſter has given counte- 
mance ; but Maryland has not yet been able to obtain payment from 
the bank in which theſe ſums are placed. The ſtate is deprived of 
this income by particular reaſons of ſtate, and by the negligence or 
bad conduct of its agents in England. So this capital of fifty thouſand 
pounds ſterling has been increaſing by _ accumulated intereſt during 
thirty years. The taxes for every county are not the ſame, but they 
are taxed at the mean rate of a dollar and a half for two hundred and 
deven- ſeven dollars in value of all taxable property. 

be towns have alſo their particular taxes, according to their wants; 
that of Baltimore amounts to four dollars for every two n and 
ſeventy- ſeven dollars of taxable property. 

Every one acquires the rights of a citizen of the ſtate of Mary- 


land, by * making oath before a public officer of his profeſſion of 
Chriſtianity, 
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Chriſtianity, and of allegiance to the laws, and to the ſtate, The 
power of poſſeſſing every ſpecies of property, and of enjoying all the 
advantages of a native citizen of the ſtate, is the immediate conſe- 
quence of this oath, except the right of performing public functions. 
Foreigners ars exempt by the law from taxation for two years, and 
during four years if they be traders, workmen, or manufacturers. 
I cannot ſpeak at any length of the ſyſtem of the laws of Maryland, 
becauſe I have not been able to procure a collection of them, notwith- 
ſtanding the obligingneſs of the perſons to whom I applied. I have 
ſpoken in another place of thoſe of which I had a knowſedge as far as I 
could obtain it. 

"The importation of negroes from Africa prohibited by the law ceaſed 
there in 1703, The introduction of negroes from other ſtates is for= 
bidden by a recent law, with the neceſlary reſtriction for the emigrants 
who bring them as domeſtics, 


ROAD O FEDERAL CITY. 


The company of Mr. Yates, an Engliſh merchant, whom 1 had 
ſeen in the ſociety at Annapolis, and who went to Upper Marlborough, 
induced me to prefer this road, notwithſtanding the inconveniency of 
three paſſages over rivers, - which I could have avoided by taking that 
of Bladenſburg. The country from Annapolis to South-river riſes a 
little, at leaſt it is divided by ſmall elevations, which are not much 
more than banks, ſimilar to the other ſide of the bay. The landſcape 
is embelliſhed with handſome countrychouſes, and with farm-houſes; 
almoſt all of brick, which are more frequent here. The lands are 
not ſtripped of trees, like thoſe on the other ſide; and as at this ſeaſon 
the fruit · ttees begin to bloſſom, they are more diſtinguiſhable by their 
colours than at any other time of the year, The lands as far as South- 
river are cultivated for corn, which is grown almoſt every-where; for 


maize, N is not planted ſo early ; aud the reſt is laid out into mea- 
. dows. 
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dows. In * reſpeRs, there is every- Where the ſame negligence of 
tallage, wooden fences, and what 1 15) more diſagreeable and fatiguing to 
a traveller, a great number of gates to open. — River is paſſed by 
a very good ferry- - boat, at about two miles from, i its mouth in the bay; 
the paſſage 1 is a league, the breadth of the river mare thau a mile, and 


its navigation does not extend three miles farther. At the head of 


the navigation there is an jnſpection or exciſe office for tobacco, 
which is carried on by the ſame, means as in Virginia, but with, leſs 
care than upon James-River., The proſpect in paſſing the Soyth-River 
is rich and agreeable; the ground riſes and falls in gentle undulations, 
and is well furniſhed with trees. The nature of the country beyond 
the river is the ſame, and much more variegated than on this fide, At 
preſent they are preparing the lands for the planting of tobacco. Af- 
ter, having worked the land it is thrown into ſmall hillocks : this is 
the mode of their actual labour in the fields. During that time the 
tobacco ſown upon beds prepared for that purpoſe, as I have obſerved 
in ſpeaking of Virginia, begins to; rife up. In) ſome fields it is kept 
covered under leaves, or dry branches of trees. In others where the 
fieldsrare cloſer, or where there is a natural ſloping in the land in a 
good ſituation, it is not covered. The cultivation of tobacco, Which 
had been very much neglected during ſeveral years, is more followed 
this, ycar on account of the high prige it, bears; in, Europe ; - but-the 
ſoil has been ſo, long worked 0 this exhauſting! produce, and is fo 
badly manured (for manure is abſolutely neceflary for tobacco whei 
the ſoil is not newly broken up), that it is not capable of producing 


| good crops.” The corn is here very ſeldom attacked by the Heſſian 


fly, and the cultivators of this ſide of the bay are equally unac- 
quainted with the cauſe of their being exempt from them as thoſe 
on the other ſide ate ah the eee why they are tormented with 

them. 4 * a 
During the laſt Ir * tha 5105 has been hat nale be 
called Very. hot in ſummer, and there ha ve been four days, during 
Which 
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which it was ſo cold as to require a great coat to ride in, Theſe, ſud- 
den and irregular variations in the temperature are extremely | incom- 
modious. 10 3100 07 

The woods upon * 8 are but Sy, 2 theſe few 5 re- 
main are cutting down to make room. for the ſowing of tobacco. 
New land that is tolerably good will produce two Crops of it following 
each other ſucceſſively ; but after that it would be incapable of pro- 
ducing any thing without manure. In every place upon my journey, 
I have obſerved the [greateſt quantity of land, which L have ſeen to be 
in an exhanſtcd; ſtate: never any manure, ; ng, reſtorative, tillage, no 
change in the productions, nor any of thoſe ſimple proceſſes in agri- 
culture which tend to invigorate the ſoil. Independently. of the ex- 
pences of making, and the cuſtoms to, be overcome in ; eſtabliſhing 
an order of ibings ſo, eſſentially, uſeful, the planters, giye as à reaſon. 
ſor continuing their bad ſyſtem of culture, the neceſſity there i is of ob- 
taining large crops of maize far the proviſion of their numerous, llaves. 
This reaſon, which can ariſe only from want. of reflection, or from 
lazineſs, may ſerve to prove however that the inhabitants of Mary land 
begin to feel ſome inconyenſence from their negraes 

The river of Potalent, which i paſſed at Mount-Pleafant-ferry, is 
but about a hundred fathoms wide there, but this point is. ſeventy-five 
miles from its mouth in the bay, and it is only five miles from Mount - 
pleaſant, where | it eaſes to be e for veſſels *. two hundred 
tons burden. Add oe oe nn 

Green trees, of which chere ate but few. to be ſeen i in \ the aſt part 
of Maryland, at leaſt in the counties which I have paſſed throug „ are 
much more abundant on this ſide but nat ſo much fo as in man other 
ſtates. The cedar, the Scotch-pine, the eypreſe, and the ſprucer- tree, 
are the moſt common. There are eee Nee. called pine dy Lines 
dut their pucaber is but ſmalll. 

Upper- Marlborough is three miles from MountePlealant-ferry it 7 
the chief place of Prince George's £qunty.! The court of juſtice was 


ſitting on the day 1 paſſed there; * the only inn of this ſmall village; 
Vor. II. contains, 
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contains, or entertains, all thoſe whom buſineſs or curiofity always draws 
to à court. It was then crowded, and the certainty that it would be ſo 
had taken Mr. Cook from Annapolis, for the purpoſe of engaging me 
not to ſtop till I came t6*the Rouſe of Mr” Dixcs, "five miles / further, 
for whom he had given me a letter: This mode is very much pracs 
tiſed in Mary laid and Virginia, where hoſpitality is the general cha 
raQer ; and the delicacy of an European, which at firſt” ſeems back- 
ward iu profiting freely by this hoſpitality, ſoon becomes retonciled to 
it, When he fees how fimple and natural it is, and how the maſters of 
Höufes who Thad" a traveller” With kindnefs ſeem to be pleaſed with 
him for having | given them an opportunity of treating him in that 
manner. All agree in ſaying that this diſpoſition is more / general 
in” Maryland and Virginia thän any-where elſe; but it is wy dort 
to repeat that I have Found it common throoghout Atgericats 1-10 5 

"Embracing che favour of Mr. Cook's Ettet, I'wetit/to Mr, Dive $3! 
a young woman carried it to him, and i in a little time after I Was in- 
troduced into the parlour of an od man who could hardly walk; but 
he received me iu the beſt manner. He is not the maſter of the 
houſe; it belongs to tlie widow! of his brother, with whom: he lodges, 
and: to whom T Was immediately preſented!" She is u Woman of about 
ſixty years of age, of very agreeable manners, with the deportment 
and tone of the beſt company. I was recommended to the old man g 
his infirm ſtate ſcemed to claim my moſt aſfſduous attention; it is | 
him then which I have the moſt to obſerve. This good old man,” , 
ninety years of age, ſpoke with great animation; and particularly 
againſt France. He is à catholic, a: prieſt, and a jeſuit: theſe titles 
are certainly ſufficient to juſtify the paſſion with which he» expreſſed 
himſelf upon every thing relative to that country, except tbe pris 
and the nobility,” who, art H, Aar be to babe un abole in another curry. 
« I was reading, ſaid he, © a French book when you came in, and one 
of the beſt iii your language ; though I'deteſt yout country, peopled 
long ſince with atheifts and- villains,” I like its language, for there are 
here and there good French r — than in any otlier language. 

insane 1 JWas 
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was curious to know what my good old hoſt regarded as the; maſter= 
piece of French» literature. It was the mandate ef the archbiſhop 
htiſtopher of Beaumont againſt the decree of the parliament of 
Paris far the proſeription of the Jeſuits. Oh! fir,“ added he, your 
people are the dregs of nations, a race of miſereants. It is for the 
puniſhment of their ſins that God bas permitted the preſent revolu- 
tion: it is a ſcourge Which he has in his hand to chaſtiſe that infidel 
people, and which he will never lay down till his wrath ſhall be ap- 
peaſed, and that will probably be a long time firſt, ſor he has a great 
many ſins to puniſh. It was not my intention to hurt the feelings 
of this old jeſuit, who all this time offered me wine, aſked me in the 
moſt cordial manner to dine with him, and engaged me to paſs ſeveral 
days at his houſe. I only repreſented to him, in a gentle manner, that 
it appeared to me that the vrath of God would not be confined to the 
chaſtiſement of the French people; and that they might alſo be con- 
ſidered as a ſcourge which God would make uſe of to puniſh fome 
other powers, ſuch as the emperor for example, upon whom the late 
victories of Buonaparte fell, and our holy father the Pope, who at 
that time was in ſuch danger, and who nevertheleſs. was ſurely not a 
ſinner. O!] fir,” replied he, all this is only a temporary evil to our 
holy father; God will declare himſelf in his favour When he thinks it 
al proper ſeaſon for that purpoſe: but he will never pardon this race 
of atheiſts and raſcals ; and you will ſoon ſee them diſperſed and an- 
nihilated, unleſs that God will ſuffer them to be recalled to the faith 
and practice of their fathers: but IL fear that the goodneſs of God cau- 
not go ſo far towards a people who chave ſo long continued te amaſs 
ſuch enormous crimes upon their heads. In ſhort,” continued this ex- 
aſperated old man, © do you deſire to know the trut cauſe of 'the;Franch 
revolution? A great number of our btave catholics, here ſee it in the 
writings of Voltaire and Rouſſeau ; but I think other wife. They 
were doubtleſs vety worthleſs men, whoſe writings have ſpread, very 
bad principles, but that is not the cauſe of the F. rench revolution; it 
21 "Reg 1 aroſe 
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aroſe entirely from the deſtruction of the ſociety of Jeſuits. A "Tu! 
who has committed fuch a crime was a fooliſh and abomitiable race, 
and who would deſtroy of courſe all power, all property, and over- 
throw all the laws, ſince they had deſtroyed an order of ten ſo uſeful, 
fo facred, and ſo obviouſly the favourites of God.“ I was ſcrupulous 
of contradicting my aged hoſt, otherwiſe ſo obliging, whom 1 ſhould 
have fo little convinced, and whom my opinion would have ſo badly 
recompenſed for a good reception. It was neceſſary to deplore a little 
with him the deftruction of ſuch a holy ſociety, the deſtruction of the 


principle of all virtue, and of all order, and to acknowledge that the 
true cauſe of the French revolution Was in the abolition of the Jeſuits, 
where, till then, I confeſſed I had been fo little enlightened as not to 
have ſought for it. I had alſo to attbnd to à young babbler of a prieſt, 
- who was not willing to grant that the deſtruction of the Jeſuits was 
the moſt hideous and tlie meſt unpardonable of :crimes. In this man- 
ner I pleaſed my old Jeſuit, and amuſed myſelf by contradicting the 


young pedant, until dinnier-tims. It was Wedneſday in paſſion week, 


the dinner was therefore very ſparing, quite catholic, and conſe- 
- quently not very reſtorative to a traveller. I do not know whether 


my friends will excuſe me for making ſuch à long article of this 
dotard ; but at leaſt it ill be an additional proof to this indubitable 


and well-known truth, that intereſt and the paſſions are the ſpectaeles 
through which men view the greateſt events. Marcel ſaw the in- 
tereſt of kingdoms and the great fecret of diplomacy in the art of 
dancing, in its propagation, and as he ſaid in a minuet; and the old 
Rev. Mr. Dixes faw the French revolution in ee whey wu 


Jeſuits, 


7 As to the reſt, abb er end he dale 


excepted, it is impoſſible to have ſhewn more kindneſs for me than 
old Mr. Dises did, and to have been more obliging and more civil 
than Mrs. Dixes, his ſiſter- in- law, wie oe ey e 


ebe altogether a very good wesen. ar 97" 
we | 1 had 
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I had met in paſſing over Mount-Pleaſant-ferry a young man, who 
underſtanding that I intended to go to Federal-City, propoſed that 
we ſhould travel together, and promiſed to meet me at the houſe 
of the old jeſuit. He was faithful to his appointment. Two other 
inhabitants of Federal-City were with him, ſo that by their com- 
pany I was eaſed of the inquietude common to ſtrangers travelling in 
Maryland, left they ſhould loſe their way, for there are no direction 
*poſts by the road fide to point out the true way, and the houſes are ſo 
thinly ſcattered, that a traveller may wander about a great deal without 
having an opportunity of being informed of the right roadd. 
The politics of my new travelling companions were very different 
from thoſe of the houſe 1 had juſt quitted. Is it true,” ſaid one of 
them to me, that France bas declared war againſt. America? * 1 
believe nothing of it,” anſwered I; © France loves America fin- 
cerely ; ſhe has a little quarrel with the government, but ſhe wiſhes 
for n more than Ws happineſs and proſperity of the N of 
America.“ 
FTheſe reports of a Jobhiraribn of war are falſe, and {pread by the 
merchants who with to raiſe the price of their commodities, or by the 
Engliſh who wiſh the Americans to hate the French.“ .“ Ah! fir, 
they will never ſucceed in that ; and ſhould France be in the wrong, 
ſhe has rendered us ſervices ſufficient not to be treated ſo rigoroufly:: 
and as for me, if this country ſhould go to war with France, I would 
go over to the fide of the French, and take my friends with me.“ 
And I alſo” And I alfo,” faid the other two. If an American 
were to fight againſt a Frenchman,” ſaid they in the courſe of their 
converſation, in which I took part only for the ſake of ſupporting it, 
that would be like fighting againſt his father. And worſe'{till,” 
ſaid another, „for our father has only given us life, and it very often 
happens that he does not give us any money. France has given us 
liberty, advanced us millions when our paper currency was in great 
diſcredit, and that at a time when ſhe was not ſure that we ſhould 
ever be able to repay it; and ſhe has „ and ſhips. - Theſe 
villanous 
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villanous Engliſh merchants wiſhjus, to forget all. this, that they may 
ſell us their merchandize the dearer, but they will not ſuoceed in their 
deſig un.. # dotincrory ben „ eg erf bt 
The aſfection which they brave fellows ſo plainly manifeſted to 
have for France was united with an attachment for the unfortunate 
M. de la Fayette; and it is remarked, that it is the ſame throughout 
America, and that the ſentiment of hatred for France, and indifference 
about la Fayette, are alſo, found united in the oppoſite party. * Is it 
not ſhameful, ſaid my fellow travellers, © that the United States 
ſhould have done nothing for that brave man who has rendered us ſo 
many ſervices ? If the preſident had demanded him from the Emperor, 
it is certain he would have given him up to us, for he belongs to us.“ 
Without doubt,” added they, « the preſident thought that he did well 
in not demanding him, but he would have. done better if he had, and 
alſo. if he had not made that infamous treaty ; and be aſſured, fir, that 
we are very numerous in every part of. Ahe who think 11 
ſame.” 

I detail this converſation, to which I affirm FRA I add aching in 
the firſt place, perhaps, decauſe it gave me pleaſure, and then becauſe 
it is, whatever the Englith may ſay of it, the expreſſion of the ſenti- 
ments of a great majority of the pcople of America; ſentiments Which 
France: ought carefully to maintain without abuſing them, and which, 
in the mean time, ſhe would put an end to by alienating them, if 
ſhe were not to conduct herſelf with juſtice and liberality towards 
America —if ſhe does not ſpecdily put a ſtop to all the piracies which 
are exerciſed at this time by her commiſſioners in the Weſt Indies, 
at Which every honeſt Frenchman revolts who is A friend, to his 
country, under whateyer denomination he may e F 10 n 

L could every day recount ſimilar examples, for there are but \few 
taverns at Which I ſtop where I do. not hear the ſame, expreſſions of 
zattachment, from which I become every day more perſuaded of the 
thecefity; of ſpreading, in this country Wale : and moderate  writiggs, 


which ſhould; diſplay, che actual political ſituation of Frange' with the 
evunclliy " United 


BY THE DUKE* DF UA” ROCHEFOUCAU LT LIANCOURT. 311 


United States, and ſhew that ſhe is the friend of America, and that is 
is ber intereſt always te be ſo . , bution arnns a: rent ii bag 
10 The country from Upper Marlborough to Rafern-branch riſes, ſuc 
teſſively} and every where preſents the ſame range of barren and bad 
cultivated lands. From the tops of the mountains which border upon 
the Eaſtern- branch, the river Potowmack is ſeen far beyond Georges 
Town, and as far as Alexandria. The Eaſtern- branch is alſo ſeen in 
its courſe for five or ſix miles; and, in ſhort, there is a proſpect of the 
whole ſite of the new city, the public and private buildings of which 
may be diſtinguiſhed as they riſe : this view is ſublime and beautiful; 
but ſufficiently confined by the heights beyond the Potowmack to 
enable the eye to embrace ik various HO of it thats binge = 
in its immenſity.. mew 
The county of Prince ene of which Upper Marlborough _— 
chief place, is peopied by about twenty-two thouſand" inhabitants, of 
which twelve thouſand are negro ſlaves. Tobacco is cultivated here 
in a conſiderably large quantity, and is reckoned the beſt in Maryland. 
It may be jeniatiicd; that in this county, as in almoſt all the others 
in this ſtate, the old towns or villages are built at the place where the: 
rivers begin to be navigable, becauſe tobacco being formerly the only 
article of exportation, it was neceſſary that the warehouſes for inſpect - 
ing it ſhould be placed in ſuch re „ en "al 
an to other houſes. lid wil tine ramen 
The Eaſtern-branch is paſſed in a tolerably good boat, a itte vo 
flat, and a great deal too ſmall for the quantity of horſes which are 
taken into it. I paſſed in this boat with ten horſes and a carriage, and: 
was uneaſy till I arrived on the other ſide. The paſſagt over this river 
is from three. quarters of a mile to a league. After having eroſſedãt 
you enter into Federal-City, that is to ſay, in its ſite, for at preſent 
there are only a few houſes to be” ſeen in this capitał of the United 
States —in this metropolis of North America, a. 
But as F ederal-· City i is by its deſtination; or at leaſt by the project of: - 
its deſtination, a principal point in the territory, * as in the in- 
I . terior 
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rler policy of the United States, I ſhall {peak of it at ſome length, 
and in ſuch a manner that the hiſtory of this great project may be 


well comprehended; and of the means employed for. its execution, of 


its ſituation, actual and deſigned, as well as a mature nen of 
5 cnchlounde ſreies. WA. ban wy 


„ 
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4 little time after the eke of he. United Fa, way ar 
— no one was then accuſed of not being ſo ſaw, that to 
make the ſyſtem of confederation complete it was neceſſary to eſtabliſh 
a general ſeat of government in a central point of the United States, 
independent of every particular ſtate, and of which the ſovereignty 
ſhould belong to the Union. As the general governmeut exerciſed a 
judicial authority apart from that of the ſeveral ſtates, the vicinity of 
its tribunals to thoſe of a particular ſtate, which, having a juriſ- 
prudence of its own, might inflict a different puniſhment from that of 
the Union for the ſame crime, and even on the fame, ſpot, was a great 
inconvenience, and was to be remedied, The advantages reſulting; 
from the refidence of the general government in a particular ſtate 
might be the occaſion of jealouſy among the ſtates, and cauſe the diſſo- 
lution of the Union; and this ſource of difcoutent it was neceſſary to 
remove: neither Philadelphia nor New-York was placed in the centre 
of the ſtates; and the deputies of the ſouthern ſtates being removed at 
2 greater diſtance from the ſeat of the government than thoſe of the 
north, this circumſtance. might be a cauſe of diſſatisfaction to the 
former, and interrupt that harmony it was ſo important to preſerve. 
To conclude; the ſovereign government having ſomething of a fiction 


in its exiſtence, its eſtabliſhment in a territory belonging ſolely to the 


Union, and in which it could exerciſe all acts of ſovereiguty without 
any mixture of other ſovereign authority, would give it a greater ap- 
pearance of reality: ſuch. were the principal reaſons which were in 
ſult 1 lor adopting the ſcheme of placing the reſidence of the 
general 


et 
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Plaid f government in a territory abſolutely ceded to the Union. In 
July 1790 the Congreſs paſſed a law to this pos in which the fol- 
fowing are the principal proviſionnsns' · w as tt tt 
ift. To anthorize the general government ere for the perma- 
nent ſeat of its reſidence, a territory which ſhall not exceed ten miles 
ſquare, at the confluence of the Potowmack and the Eaſtern-branch, or 
Connogecheque ; but with a reſervation to the ſtate in whoſe limĩta the 
territory at preſent is, of the exerciſe of its ſovereignty without im- 
peachment by this law, till the actual eſtabliſhment of the general go- 
-verament iu ſuch territory, unleſs the er n PR in 
by a ſubſequent law. 
2d. To authorize the preſident of the United States to — 
and continue with ſalaries, three -commiſſioners to ſurvey, meaſure; 
and deſcribe the limits of fuch diſtrict, with the limitations above 
provided; the ſaid commiſſioners to act under the direction and con- 
trol of the preſident of the United e of 5 three, at 
leaſt, agreeing to each act. ad ifs 
3d. To authorize” the ſaid missen to 9 or receive 
the ceſſion of ſuch lands on the eaſt bank of the Potowmack as the 
preſident of the United States ſhall - judge proper for the uſe of the 
general government; and ts enjoin the ſaid commiſſioners to have in 
preparation on the firſt Monday in December 1800 the buildings neceſ- 
fary for the reception of the Congreſs, the preſident, aud other officers 
of the United States ; the whole to bo an upon OY mer 
the preſident. 

4th. To authorize and enjoin the e to e e of 
money, which may be contributed towards the wes ps ade) 38 
ur ſuch acquifitions' and buildings. 

Sth. To declare, that on the "firſt Monday of December 2860 
the government of the United States ſhall be transferred to ſagh dif 
trict and place as is before mentioned. To require, that the ſeveral 
offices attached to the government ſhall; in ke manner, be tranſ- 

Vor. II. 9s. ferred 
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ferred to the ſame place, under the ſuperintendanoe bf thoſe wha 
ab the time being ſhall be at the head of ſuch offices; and that 
thenceforth the buſineſs of ſuch offices ſhall be tranſadted only in the 


ſaid place: and to aflign for the payment of the expences occaſioned 


by ſuch removal the duties on anden and tonnage to the, extent 
neceſſary. : 

This law, which paſſed while the Gates Gat at New York, pro- 
vided alſo, that the government of the United States ſhould be re- 
moved to Philadelphia, to remain there till the firſt Monday of Decem- 
ber 1800, the period of its inſtallation in its permanent reſidence. 


The Congreſs had been previouſly aſſured of the favourable diſpoſi- 
tion of the States of Virginia and Maryland towards this plan; both 
one and the other having, in preceding ſittings of their legiſlatures, 
offered to cede the part of their territory neceſſary to its completion. 
The ſeat of the government certainly could not be better choſen: it 
was not only central, but was at a diſtance from all danger of being 
diſturbed by a foreign power, in any caſe of war; and was a ſituation 
favourable for the erection of a great commereial city, with ample 
means of being furniſhed with proviſions, rages in a fine: and 3 


„ FAA 
As the ſtates of Virginia and Maryland had a an exidant advantage i in 


the eſtabliſhment of the government in the place choſen by this law, 


they were active to forward the execution of the ſcheme, towards 
which Virginia gave the union the ſum of a hundred and twenty 
thouſand dollars, and Maryland, ſeventy-two thouſand dollars. The 
proprietors of lands on the ſpot choſen for the new city had an intereſt 
ſtill more immediate in the plan. They gave the union the abſolute 
property of the half of the lots of which the city. was to be compoſed. 
They alſo -gratuitouſly ceded all the ground neceſſary for ſtreets and 
ſquares, with a reſervation of eighty dollars to be paid for every acre 
employed in forming public gardens. ; The lots remaining in the hands 
of K proprietors, and thoſe that became the property of the 


federal 
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federal government, were to be ſo diſtributed that individuals and 
the government ſhould equally divide the advantage and inconvenicuce 
of the reſpective ſituations of the ſeveral lots. 7 

In March 1796 the Congrels paſſed a law, by hh the commi- 
8 were empowered to borrow, with the ſanction of the preſident 
of the United States, the ſum of three hundred thouſand dollars, to de- 
fray the expences of the eſtabliſhment. ordered by the law of 1790, 
with proviſoes, that they ſhould not borrow more than two hundred 
thouſand dollars in the ſame year, nor pay more than fix per cent for 
the loan; that the ſums borrowed ſhould be redeemable in 1803; 
and that the lots in the city belonging to the government, not ſold, 
and deſtined to be ſo, ſhould be the pledge for the loan, and the means 
of its re- payment, the United States undertaking to make good the 
deficiency, if there ſhould be any. The ſame law enjoined the com- 
miſſioners to make a return every ſix months to the ſecretary of the 
treaſury. of expenditures of the ſums thus borrowed, 
The commiſſioners, therefore, had at their diſpoſition a hundred 
and ninety-two thouſand dollars, the donations of Virginia and Mary: 
land; and three hundred thouſand dollars, the loan authorized by the 
Congreſs, independent of the produce of the ſale of lots, the property 
of the general government, which they were empowered to ſell, with 
certain reſtrictions impoſed by the prefident of the United States. 
The navigation of the Potowmack was interrupted i in many places 
below Cumberland, to the diſtance of a hundred and ninety- two miles 
from the ſeat of the new city; but more eſpecially . at, fifteen miles 
above Geaorge-Town, where there was a great fall, aud at a place ſig 
miles nearer, where there was a leſs conſiderable fall. A company had 
been incorporated by the ſtates of Virginia and Mar yland, in 1784, 
by the name of the Patowmack Company; With a grant of tolls on dif- 
ferent canals they had undertaken. The adoption of the ſcheme of 
eſtabliſhing the general government on the banks. of the Potowmack, 
gave new activity to theſe undertakings, which had begun to languith, 


In 1795 the ſhares of this company, which at 1s eſtabliſhment 
88 2 amounted 


4 
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amounted to five hundred, at four hundred and forty- Mur dollars each, 
were increaſed to fix hundred; and thus the company had the diſpoſal 
of two hundred and ſeventy thouſand four hundred dollars to im- 
prove the navigation of the Potowmack, The ſtates of Virginia and 
Maryland were moreover particularly intereſted in the ſucceſs of the 
company, by being proprietors of a great number of its ſhares. 

When the undertakings of this company ſhall be finiſhed, the pro- 
duce of an immenſe extent of country, which at preſent is conveyed 
by land to Philadelphia and Baltimore, will find a more ample, ready, 
and leſs expenfive market through the means of this great river; and 
Federal-City will acquire new reſources both for its conſumption 
and its commerce, adding greatly to the natural advantages of its ſitu- 
ation. 

The point of land which ſeparates the Potowmack from the eaſt 
branch, -and which is within the fite of the new city, 4s, at different 
times of the year, not only difficult, but dangerous to double : and 
the Eaſt- branch preſenting the greateſt depth of water, and the ſafeſt 
anchorage for ſhips, it became an object of importance to join the 
Potowmack to that branch by a canal; beſides, that ſuch a canal would 
be of great advantage to the new city, Two lotteries were autho- 
rized by the ſtate of Maryland, in 1798, for the forming ſuch a canal; 
each lottery conſiſting of a hundred and ſeventy-five thouſand dollars, 
of which a profit of fifteen per cent, that is to .fay, twenty-ſix thou- 
ſand two hundred and fifty thouſand dollars was granted to the canal. 

Such were the means employed for the eſtabhſhment of Federal- 
City, whoſe fite extends more than three miles along the banks of the 
Potowmack, and the Eaſt-branch ; and includes four thouſand one 
hundred and twenty-four acres ſquare, 

In America, where, more than in any other a in the world, 
a defire for wealth is the prevailing paſſion, there. are few ſchemes 
which are not made the means of extenſive ſpeculations ; and that of 
the erecting of Federal- City preſented irreſiſtible temptations, which 
were not in fact neglected. 


Il 


— 
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Mr. Morris as among the firſt to perceive the probability of im- 
menſe gain in ſpeculations in that quarter; and, in conjunction with 
Meſſrs. Nicholſon and Greenleaf, a very ſhort time after'the adoption 
of the plan purchaſed every lat he could lay hold an; either from the 
commiſſioners or individual proprietors ; that is to ſay, every lot that 
either one or the other would fell at that period. Of the comm iſſion- 
ers he bought ſix thouſand lots at the price of eighty dollars per lot, 
each containing five thouſand two hundred and ſixty-five ſquare feet. 
The conditions of his bargain with the commiſſioners, which was con- 
cluded in 1793, were, that fifteen hundred of the lots ſhould be choſen 
by him in the north-eaſt quarter of the city, and the remaining 
four thouſand five hundred wherever Mr. Morris and his partners 
choſe to ſelect them; that he ſhould erect an hundred and twenty 
houſes of brick, and with two ſtories, on theſe lots within the ſpace of 
ſeven years; that he ſhould not ſell any lot before the firſt of January 
1796, nor without the like condition of building; and finally, that the 
payment for the lots ſhould be completed within ſeven years, to com- 
mence on the 1ſt of May 1794; a ſeventh part to be paid annually— 
that is to ſay, about ſixty-eigbt thouſand dollars yearly, the purchaſe 
money for the whole being four hundred and eighty thouſand dollars: 
The lots purchaſed by Mr. Morris from individuals amounted to 
nearly the ſame number, and were bought at the ſame price, The 
periods for payment varied with the different Proprietors, and ** 
not of importance in this general hiſtory of Federal-Citr. , 

The fale made to Mr. Morris, was the only one of like extent made 
Wer by the commiſfioners or individuak, Expecting a higher price, 
the commiſſioners waited for a time when demands for habitations 
would be more numerous. The private proprietors acted on the fame 
principle, and both one and the other, in the ſale made to Mr. Morris, 
conſidered it chiefly as the means of haſtening the completion of the 
city, by the inducement he would have to ſell part of his lots, and ſ6 
augment the number of perſons intereſted in the rapid. progreſs of 

the 
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the undertaking. Mr. Morris, in fact, fold about a, thoukgud of his 
lots within eighteen months of his purchaſe. The building of a houſe 
for the preſident, and A place for the fittings of the Congreſs, excited, 
in the purchaſers of lots, the hope of a new influx of ſpeculations. 
The public papers were filled with exaggerated praiſes of the new 
city; accounts of the rapidity of its progreſs towards completion; in a 
word, with all the artifices which trading people i in every part of the 
world are accuſtomed to employ in the diſpoſal of their wares, and 
which are perfectly known, and amply practiſed in this new world. 
Mr. Law and Mr. Dickinſon, two gentlemen that had lately arrived 
from India, and both with great wealth, General Howard, General 
Lee, and two or three wealthy Dutch merchants, were the perſons 
who bought the greateſt number of lots of Mr. Morris; but none 
more than Mr. Law, who purchaſed four hundred and forty-five lots, 
The loweſt they gave was two hundred and ninety-three dollars per 
lot—or rather five pence for each ſquare foot, of Maryland money 3 
for all the lots were not abſolutely o of the ſame extent. Many of the 
lots ſold for fix, eight, and ten pence per ſquare foot; the laſt comers 
conſtantly paying a higher price, and the ſituation of the lots alſo mak- 
ing a difference in their value. Some of the more recent purchaſers, i 
order to have one Or more of the entire ſquares into which the Whole 
Was 19 7 for other purpoſes 9 of their ſpeculations, made their 
purchaſes of the commiſſioners, paying at the fame rate for them. 
The bargains were all clogged with, the fame conditions to build as 
that of Mr. Morris. The number oK. lots ſold in this mäannet 
amounted to ſix hundred. Each offt the purchaſers choſe his ground 
according to the opinion | he had of its general advantages, and of its 
being iu a neighbourhood that would 55 moſt readily be filled with 
houſes., The neighbourhood « of the 125 at's houſe, of the Capital, 


of George-Town, the banks of the otowmack, the Point, and the 
banks. of the Eaſt- -branch, "5 the, places chiefly choſen by: N. irt 
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The opinion that the ground matked out for-the whole city would 
ſoon be filled was ſo general, and the preſtdent of the United States 
and the commiſſioners were ſo much of the ſame opinion, that in their 
regulations they probibited the cultivating! any portion ſof the ground 
otherwiſe than for gardens; or to in un with leſs than two 
ſtories, or even to build houſes of wood; #105-wH wh fh ior ants 

Theſe regulations were, however, Nea afterwards within 5 
and the original proprietors had liberty to — and cultivate at their 
rant vie the ground they had not diſpoſed olf. 

Mr. Blodget, one of the moſt conſiderable and intelligent fpeculators 
of Philadelphia, having purchaſed a large quantity of lots, under the 
pretence of forwarding the building of the city, but more probably 
with the real motive of diſpoſing moſt ſecurely and advantagebufly of 
his acquiſitions, made two lotteries for the diſpoſal of them. The 
principal lot of the firſt was a handſome tavern, built between the 
capitol and the Preſident's houſe, valued at fifty thouſand dollars; the 
three principal lots of the ſecond were three houſes tolbe erected near 
the capitol, of the reſpective value of 'twenty<five thouſand; fifteen 
thouſand, and ten thouſand, dollars. Theſe lotteries were made be. 
fore the prohibition of the ſtate of Maryland to make private-lotteries; 
without the authority of the legiſtatute. They were powerfully pat 
tronized by the commiſſioners, Who eonſidered them as the means o 
advancing the building ot. the city. It appears that theſe! lotteries 
were attended with the effect propoſed to himſelf by Mr. Blodget, 
that of gaining a large profit on the diſpofal of his lots, and that he 
was the only perſon. not deteived iti the tianſaction tg 1s Hom oft” 

The ſpeculations of Mr. —_— 'ahdthe-fucceedihgipurchafers; had 
not the ſame rapid ſueceſs. Aſter the plan of the city had becivfor-a 
while admired for its beauty and magnificence, people began to per- 
ceive that it was too extenſive, too gigantic, for the actual circum- 
ftances of the United States, and even for thoſe which muſt follow 
for a ſeries of feats, admitting that no interveuing accidents arreſteck 
the progreſs of their proſperity. It was diſeovered that the immenſe 


extent 


320 | TRAVELS IN NORTH. AMEBICAL.., tur 12 


r ee ee out for the city would not be fo ſpeedily 
covered with houfes as was expected; and every proprictor of lots 
intrigued to get the neighbourhood of his lots firſt inhabited. From 
that inſtant the common intereſt ceaſed, and the proprietors became 
rivals. Each began to build in his own quarter, with the hope of 
drawing thither the new-comets. Each vaunted of the advantages of 
that fide of the city where his property lay, and depreciated others. 
The public papers were no longer filled with the excellencies of 
— but with thoſe of one or other of its quarters. ä 
The commiſſioners were not altogether clear from this venal con- 
teſt. Two of them poſſeſſed lots near George-Town'; and if that had 
not been the cafe, their habits and prejudices relative to the city would 
have determined their opinion as to the advantage of beginning to 
build in one quarter or another, and would not have permitted them 
to remain abe Ren of the emulation of the om * 
prietors. Ft | 
+ There were four principal 3 to which different 3 had 
drawn the greateſt number of houſes. ., The inbabitants of George- 
Town, who had purchaſed a great many lots in their neighbourhood, 
| maintained that a ſmall town already built was the proper ſpot to 
| begiu the new city, by facilitating and augmeating its reſources, They 
| boaſted of the port of George-Town,. and repreſented the commerce al. 
ready belonging to the 3 as a favourable comming to the e 
| 45 pag the dit. 10 
6 X The proprietors of — near the Point e that de to be 
| | ** moſt airy, healthy, and beautiful in the city; advantageous tg 
| commerce, as git lay along the banks of both rivers, and as being a 
central fituation between the capitol: and the ee s houſe, from 
each of which it was equally diſtaut. 1 
The proprietors of the Eaſt-branch contemned the 58 of Gearge- 
Town; and the banks of the Potowmack, which are not ſecure, iu win- 
ter from ſhoals of ice; they decried the Point, which, placed between 
the two rivers, was far from beiug ä to enjoy the ad- 
i vantage 
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vantage of either; and boaſted of their own port, becauſe of its great 
depth, and its ſecurity from ice, and from the moſt pre vailing winds. 
They vaunted of their vicinity to the capitol, which muſt be · the com 
mon centre of affairs, it beiag the place of the fittings! of the Con- 
greſs, and in which all the members muſt meet, at leaſt once in the 
day, and from which their diſtanee was un mug — 
of a mile. > WI nat ds Woh 370% nne 4 cuomn y | 79> 
The proprietors in the —— of the 80 contended; that 
Federal-Oity was not neceffarily a commercial town; that the eſſential 
point was to raiſe a eity for the eſtabliſhment of the Congreſs-and 
government; that the natural progreſs was, firſt to build houſes round 
the capitol, and then to extend them towards the Preſident's howle, 
which, although of a ſeeondary conſideration, was nevertheleſs next 
in importance to the capitol ; and that every effort ſhould be made; 
for the convenience of Congreſs and the fadilitating of public affairs, 
to unite, by a continuation of ſtreets und — 2 wo Ga 
pn of the government. U 
Thus each proprietor eppes wit bis nn the ines of 
the quarter where the maſs of his property lay; but he built notwith- 
ſtanding with great caution, and with a r- fear of ſome of the 
No ods od Po. e BOS 7 A! CARR) ene e A 
The commiſſioners, to whom was entruſted the creQion of public 
Aces were accuſed” by the proprietors that lay at a diſtance from 
George- Town of paying an undue attention to the completion of the 
Preſident's houſe, which was in their neighbourhood; of deſigning to 
eſtabliſh the public- offices there, and, conſequently, to neglect the capi- 
tol ; in a word, of being partial to — EY to _ uy of _- 
three other quarters of the town” ml S108 . 
Each of theſe opinions relative to be pot at e; 4220 
begin to build the city might find advocates, even among diſintereſted 
people; regarding only the public advantage; but the 4505 wm. 
was no motive of any of the rival parties. 
ſtate of things continues at preſent. The Profident's houſe 
Vor. Il. *Tt is 
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is_ſuftciently, advanced to, be covered in this year i that wing of the 
capitol Which is at preſent begun (for the plan of that edifice is ſo 
extenſiye, that the execution of two thirds of it has been abandoned 
to an indefinite period), may, perhaps; be covered in during the ſucceed» 
ing year.; and about a hundred and fifty houſes are ſcattered over the 
vaſt, ſurfacs traced out for the city, each of the four contending quar- 
ters having from thirty to e for the moſt part very diſtant frum each 
other, btoindo: 143175 nd oder 2 ALEC HY 
{:i/Þhe, — of, theo . is no doubt one of the hich 
Eipal hindrances of an acceſſion of new adventurers. The ſame caules 
have checked the efforts of the preſent proprictors; among whom, 
Meſſrs. Morris, Nicholſon, and Greenleaf, are moreover embarraſſed by 
the ſtate of their affairs, having pledged their property. for the pay- 
ment of their debts, and being 1 in fact diſabled from making the ne- 
ceſſary advanc es to retrieve their ee even to fulfil the conditions 
of their contract in building. Laſt year they n or en * 
houſes of brick, in different parts of the city. 6 
From the concurrence of theſe r it is to wi ich 
that few houfes will be begun this year. This at leaſt is the general 
apprehenſion of the perſons moſt- intereſted. in the growth of the city. 
Few lots are at preſent ſold ; there is more public fear, but eſpecially 
more jealouſy among the proprietors, than any other diſpoſition; and. 
theſe are not favourable to the proſperity of the new eſtabliſhment. 
Federal -City has alſo enemies in the ſtate of Pennſylvania, who re- 
luctantly ſee the Congreſs on the eve of departiug from them; and 
even in mauy parts of the ſtates of Virginia and Maryland, who re- 
gret the ſums which the public expenditure will draw to this point, 
each being eager more immediately to partake of the advantage. 
He who contemplates the ſubject, without intereſt and paſſion, hav- 
ing caſt his eye over the limits of this great plan for a city, need not 
enter into the particular circumſtances that aggravate the evil, to augur 
unfavourably on the promptitude of the execution of the plan, or even 
of its practicability. The e forming a city for the ſeat of the ge- 
nerak 


ty 


part of that quarter on the banks of the river, where the intereſts 


of perſons: depending on them. 
the great diſtance between: the place where the | Congreſs holds its 
| fittings, and the Preſident's: houſe, which will be every day more: felt; 
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neral government, having no dependence on any of the ſtates, is at 
once grand and delightful. The ſite of the city, as I have already ob- 
ſerved, is well choſen ; if indeed it had not been more politic to 
place the Congreſs at a diſtance from a maritime city, to preſerve it 
ſrom the real danger of the direct influence of commerce on its delibe : 
rations. Tbe plan of the city is both judicious and noble; but it is in 
ſact the grandeur and magnificence of * hues which mn the cone 
ception no better than à dream. | a αο 
be plan of the city, I have already dated, — hos thouſand 
one hundred and twenty- four :acres. Of theſe, ſeven hundred and 
twelve are.allotted to ſixteen ſtreets, ſeverally bearing the names ot 
the ſixteen ſtates; to other ſtreets of leſs magnitude, ſquares, and 
public gardens. - The three thouſand four hundred and twelve ractes 
which remain, being the property of the original proprietors and the 
Union, contain twenty · three thouſand lots of houſes, excluſive of three 
thouſand feet of lots ſet aſide for quays, whoſe price the commiſſioners 
have fixed at ſixteen pence per foot, in the front, with about eighty: 
feet in depth, ſome dame but very few in number, being ala 
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The capitol is at the Aiſtance of one mile and a half from the Pre- 
ſident's houſe; and three quarters of a mile, at leaſt, from the neareſt 


of commerce will draw merchants, if ever they eſtabliſſi themſel ves 
in any. number in this! city, together with the different deſcriptions 
Exgluſive of the inconvenience. of 


it will require more than three hundred houſes to fill the interval, 
without extending the buildings on either ſide. Houſes muſt alſo be 


built round the capitol, and round the Preſident's houſe, to ſupply the 
neceſſaries of theſe: eſtabliſhments. - Thus, to eſtimate the houſes to 
make mme would be 
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to make the computation too low i and, after all, this would form only 
a ſingle ſtteet, of which there is not even a ſingle houſe built. 
This quarter, no doubt, is a convenient reſidence for the 0 
of Congreſs, and a fit place for the building a few ſhops and taverns; 
but it is not the ſpot on which either people of buſineſs in general, or 
thoſe who prefer the moſt agreeable. ſituation, will be drawn. It is 
beſide the quarter where the preſent- proprietors have the leaſt in» 
ducement to build, the greater part of their lots being ſituated at a 
diſtance, and if the interval is not filled, the communication between 
theſe two important points will be impracticable in winter; for it is 
ſcarcely to be ſuppoſed that the government will pow and light the 
ſtreets at their own expence. 14 | 

Two thouſand houſes would not lobe nb dhe. —— of this 
ee ſo as to connect it with either of the two principal points, 
the capitol, or the Preſident's houſe; and if even any one of the quary 
ters was filled up, the other quarters, which. the preſent poſſeſſors af 
lots are deeply intereſted in completing alſo, would be deſtitute of habi- 
tations, or would be ſo ſeparated from the quarter that ſhould be com- 
pleted, as to be wes better than ſo pay villages perfectiy cut off 
from the town. & tai 6% 634351}1410 264: Mr ate hgh 2: 9265 LÞ 

Cities have, ey in —_ ee mene. 8 of 
houſes, to which others have been ſueceſſively added; but here there 
are two centres, at the diſtance of a mile and a half from each other. 
And it is to be: confidered that this city ought to be already formed 
for the reception of the .Conggeſs, the Preſident, and the foreign 
miniſters. It ought to be completed ſo far as to afford theſe public 
characters the accommodations to which they are entitled; and Which 
they will be the leſs diſpoſed to ſacrifice, as they have been accuſtomed 
to enjoy them mee to ane er which nn 
is ſuſceptible. 2 ieee N 

When it is N hear it nity e here;that this 5Qual 


One gre pop draw after it all the ac« 
v. 1  Juladtad commodations 
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cor modations neceſſary, it is forgotten that thoſe Who are the mem- 
bers of this government, and their dependanta, little taken with the 
idea of this key - ſtone of the arch of federaliſm, will not patiently ſee 
themſelves deprived; even fora' while, of the moſt imple conveniences 
of life. And when perſons; paying hitle-regard"tb/the convenience of 
theſe public: characters, rely on the faith" bf Congreſs, and expect to 
ſee the government transferred to Federal-City in 1800; they do hot 
reaſon with more foreſighty for, even if that ſhould: happen, which 1 
expect, but which many doubt, that the government of the United 
States will be eſtabliſhed in Federal. Oityl in / 1800, to diſcharge the en 
gagements of the Congreſs, and in ſome degree to juſtify the public 
expenditure of money there, the general diſcontent of thoſe WhO com- 
pole the government would render this merely a temporary meaſure, 
which would be facceeded by ſtill more diſaſtrous effects than the con- 
tinuation of the ſeat of the goverhment Where it is. There is left 
, public ſpirit in this part of the world than in Europe; or at leaſt of 
that ſpecies of public ſpirit vyhich ſacrifices particular intereſts to the 
general welfare, or even to the vain-glory of atcorpliſhing's great 
national work. What are called convenience, eaſe, and comfort, are 
not perhaps exactly the ſame things that receive thoſe names in Eu- 
rope; but Whatever extent the Americans give to theſe things, they 
eagerly: embrace them, cleave to them, and will poſſeſs them at any 
price: and t muſt be acknowledged, it would not be greatly exaggerat- 
ing the idea of comfort, to deſite to be in ſafety fromm being plunged 
in the mud for want of pavemeiits . breaking one's neck for: want 
of lamps. And theſe muſt be wunting in Federal - City far many 
years to come, from the too great extent of the plan, and the diſtance 
between the twO centres of public affairs s 207 POO 
+ Uſually, in the eſtabliſiment.ofa, eity, the firſt proprictors:and- the 
ſirſt inhabitants heartily concur in the! ſucceſs of the enterprize. Ia this 
place all the ſtrength of the community is oft; + There is no common 
effort; becauſe the intereſts of the ſeveral individuals are really different. 
be e lots of the commiſſioners with a conditian nf 
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building, endeavour to reliebe themſelves from tlie condition. ' The 
unfortunate ſituatioſ of the affairs of Meſſrs. Morris, Nicholſon; and 
Greenleaf; has, in fact, relieved them from it. Thoſe who purchaſed 
{hares from thbm avail themſelves of their ineapabiſity to ſue them, 
and neglect the condition of which thoſe unfortunate men are guarars 
tees to the government) The commiſſioners act with more or leſs in- 
dulgence to tbe proprietors of lots, ſometimes waving, and ſometimes 
Enforcing, the pbligatioti to build: They perceived, that if even the 
conditions were ſtrictty execute j in the ſix or ſeven hundred lots they 
had 1old; they would not yield more than the ſame number of brick 
houſes, which being ſcattered through the great extent of the city 
would contribute in no important degree to its completion. 

if the caſe of a towu growing in the ſame ſpot from motives of 
commerce, it would naturally commence in the quarter moſt” con- 
venieiit to trade, and would inereaſe with more or leſs rapidity in pro- 
portion as its advantages were felt. Euch of the new' inhabitants, 
baving a complete intereſt in the improvement of the place, and com- 
- ng with an entire free will, would eheerfully ſubmit to the incon- 
veniences of a new-formed eſtabliſhndent; with à conviction, that one 
by one they would difappear, ſinoe the natural advantages the ſituation 
afforded to commerce, being the baſis of the-eſtabliſhment,” it could 
not fail of ſucceſs, and meanwhile the inereaſing gain of the in- 
dividuals would contribute to their patience. In Federal - City the caſe, 
* qume otherwiſe. It has no other baſe than the Union of the ſeveral 
ſtates; and if this foundation is not: already deſtroyed, it cannot be de- 
nied, that it is at leaſt haken in that degree to excite diſtruſt iu all 
ppeculatians that muſt reſt an its ſolidity ſor their ſueceſs. Commerce 
is no more than a ſecondary object in this city, and ſuch of its inhabi- 
taimst as art erigaged inFortmerce, are, for the moſt part, at ſuck a 
diſtande from the quatter that is the ſeat of the goverument, that two 
or three large towns might ſtand in the ſpace between them. Phe 
majority of the members of Congteſs will come to this city with a diſ- 
Artisfactiou tothe plan; and a diſpoſition to: decry and exaggerate its 
„ uibliud defects. 
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defects. Such among them as we may ſuppoſe to be inimical to the 
federal government, and conſequently to the eſtabliſhment of this 
place, will find in the enormous public expences already incurred 
here, and thoſe ſtill greater that muſt hereafter be incurred, an ample 
field for their oppoſition ; which will gain acceſſion of numbers trom 
the inconvenience” to which all will be! ſubject. It is impoſſible to 
overlook the influence which in every country in the world ther 
terapers and views of individuals have on public affairs 3 rd ift of, 
looked, it is miſerably to miſunderſtand human nature. 
There are, moreover, a inultitude of powerful ræaſons that give 
probability to the opinion, that the Union will not remain unbroken- 
for a great number of years. There are ſo many ſymptoms of its di 
ſolution, that it is idle to imagine that Federal - City will arrive at the 
execution of the tenth part of its plan, before that event, which a- 
thouſand circumſtances may haſten, ſhall take place. The prevalence 
of theſe reaſons with many Americans, who dwell on them either- 
from an apprehenſion of their ſolidity, or a deſire of their being veri- 
fied, is in itſelf an obſtacle to the rows. ee cuy, wibout . 
difficulties it otherwiſe: muſt encounter. Abe f 
From this combinatiom of circumſtances, == I — 3 
to detail as briefly as poſſible; no perſon can conclude, that Federal- 
City, laid out and even begun as it is, will ever reach that degree of» 
improvement to render it even a n ann tor abe kind. of. p&- 
ſons for whom it was deſigned. . 0: bas 
We are not to. be ſurprized- hon — e of ak dove 8 it» 
great an extent, for it is probable it belonged to the dignity of: their 
projet to deſcribe a vaſt plan which they left to time to filli up. But) 
it is impofſible to conſider with too much aſtoniſhment the conduct of: 
thoſe ho preſided over the commencement: of the city, which was oß 
a nature to render impracticable a plan that time might. ſooner; or 
later have forwarded, if political events had not-interpoſed; in / oppe- 
fition. We cannot ſufficiently wonder, that they did not apply their 


n for inſtance, that they did not protect and en- 
Ouragę 


928% * 1110; ATRAYELS IN) "NORTH AMERICAS 1© 1/1 v/ 


courage the firſt buildings by the; natural aid of George - Town, which, 
had they xomnitinced incits vicinity, ſmall-as it is, ould ha ve ben an 
important motive to an influx of afl venturers. But, if the poor, vanity: 
of commencing Federal - City independent of : the, reſources. of George 
Town, ought to have prevented the commencement of buildings cloſe 
to that town, no one place has been choſen for the commeneement 
with probability of ſucceſs. At preſent the miſchief appears to me 
irrepazableig at leaſh, fatal to the n . an n bh odhis 
eſtabliſhment. n d bet of 
- Five hundred. thouſand dollars hee — wt — on * 
part of the public, and nothing is erected but the walls, timbers, 
and ſtaircaſes, of a wing of the capital, and the preſident's houſe. To 
complete theſe two buildings, and to erect others for the different de- 
partments of the adininiſtration, ſix hundred thouſand dollars are ſtill 
wanting, on the computation of the commiſſioners themſelves; and 
even then there will be no courts of juſtice, priſons, 1 — 
ments, lamps, fountains, or public gardens. Nd 
No doubt it is paſſible, it is even probable, that — — of — 
bank of the Potowmack, and of the Eaſt - branch, will draw inhabitants, 
for the purpoſes of commerce, and that one or more towns will be eſ- 
tabliſned on thoſe rivers; and this proſpect may be a compeuſation far: 
the purchaſers of lots in thoſe quarters, but it is nothing to Federal-City. 
In collecting the information I have given my reader on this ſubject, 
and the little that I have to ſay further reſpecting it, and in impartially 
obſerving the paſſions and prejudices of the majority of thoſe from 
whom I made my enquiries, I was led more than once to the com- 
pariſon. | between the man who employs his property and time in elear- 
ing and ſettling a large tract of land, and the perſon. who is. engaged 
with others in the eſtabliſhment of a new city. The, former canſuc- 
ceed only by collecting round him a number of families.to,whom it is 
his intereſt to ſell his lands at a low price, and to whoſe ptoſperity of 
courſe he contributes. The pooreſt, man is for his purpoſes a good 
occupier of his grounds. In conferring benefits on others, he increaſes 
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his own welfare-and happineſs; he multiplies three-fold; nay ten-fold, 
the value of the lands that he holds ſtill in his own poſſeſſion, by the 
-neighbourhood of the inhabitants he bas drawn around him. The 
happineſs of others is the proper element of his ſucceſs. If he is of a 
humane diſpoſition; he finds 'a multiplicity of occaſions to do good 
without injury to himſelf. It is indeed his intereſt to be benevolent. 
Every inſtance of his expenditure is alſo turned to the public advau- 
tage; it is a ſervice he renders, a pleaſure he affords, to his colony; and 
no expence judic ĩouſly applied is prejudicial to his fortune; on the con- 
.trary, it inceſſantly augments his wealth: as his colony increaſes, more 
wealthy ſettlers preſent themſelves, and his lands ſell at a price he 
could not have procured without the previous (exer-ife of his benevo- 
lence. When his colony has made a ſtill greater progreſs, the produce 
of lands tormerly., waſte, is a new and real ſource of wealth to the ſtate ö 
to which it is ſubject, and a new maſs of productions for merchants 
and conſumers. His condition is at once noble and delightful. He 
lives in the midſt of huſbandmens conſequenily among men of the 
pureſt manners and diſpoſitions, the furtheſt removed from vice of any 
among the human ſpecies. He is beloved and eſteemed. And all 
theſe eijoyments he commands in a ſhort period of time, and owes 
them all to himſelf. If before the commencement of his enterprize 
he was virtuous, he is become better by the very means he em- 
ployed to enlarge his fortune. His heart is improved ſimply by the 
contemplation of the good he has effected. In a word, he is more happy 
than ever. There are many examples of this kind in America, aud 
among the moſt eminent of them is Captain Williamſon of Geneſee, 
who by an undertaking of this nature has augmented his fortune as 
greatly as he has increaſed the eſteem in which he was held. 
He, on the contrary, who is engaged in the eſtabliſhment of a new 
city, can rarely confine to himſelf the conduct of the enterprize. If he 
is not counteracted in the whole of his views, he is ſure to be fo in the 
greater part of them. The poorer inhabitants that he receives on his 
eſtate are of no advantage to him. They are even burthenſome, as 
Vo. IL Lu they 
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they occupy the ſpace that he wiſhes to fill with others; whoſe wealth 
may advance his fortune. Benevolence is baniſhed from his ſyſtem, 
by the neceſſary calculations of his intereſt. If ' thoſe calculations in- 
duce him to expend ſums for buildings, it is to erect taverus, thopg;-to 
open billiard- tables, and to create lotteries; in a word, to furniſh the 
means of diſſipation and pleaſure that is to ſay, the means of prodi- 
gality and vice. It is ſuch objects as theſe that draw crowds of inhabi- 
tants to cities, and without them cities will never be extenſive. When 
this adventurer ſees his city increafing in population, it is only to fee a 
conflict of intereſts, to contemplate jealouſies daily ariſing, and enmities 
making good their footing. And when, at length, after years of innu- 
merable vexations and inceſſant anxiety, he has gathered inhabitants to 
the extent he propoſed, he has only drawn round him rivals and oppo- 
nents, while he has done nothing for the real welfare of ſociety. He 
may have increaſed his wealth, but he will not have added one to the 
number of his benevolent ſentiments ; and even ſuch as he might 
have had before the commencement of his undertaking will be de- 
faced, by the ſpectacle he was obliged to witneſs, and the injuſtice to 
which he was ſubjected. If his mind is not wholly corrupted, it will 
be the reſidence of remorſe; but more probably his heart will be 
hardened. It is to be feared, that ſome of my friends will laugh at 
my mode of viewing theſe things, but they have my ſentiments in 
their native colours. If, in the compariſon I have drawn, I had con- 
templated the founders of Federal-City, my picture of a new city 
would have been more en but would not have been the leſs 
juſt. 

I haye ſomething more to add relative to Federal -City, aback 
what I have ſaid on the ſubject has already run to too great a length. 
The number of its inhabitants is at preſent very inconſiderable, and 
they are ſo ſcattered, that if they were leſs occupied with their ſpecu- 
lations, rivalry, and batreds, they could ſtill form no ſociety. They 
viſit like people in the eountry, living at a diſtance from each other. 
The tradeſmen and labourers for the moſt part reſide at Gefu 


where 
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where the inhabitants of the other quarters are obliged to ſend for al- 
moſt all neceſſaries. The few ſhops that are in the heart of Federal-- 
City are miſerably provided, and exceſſively dear; and the workmen 
are the very refuſe of that claſs, and nevertheleſs very high in their 
demands. Proviſions are furniſhed almoſt by chance; and this is ſo 
abſolutely the caſe with reſpect to butchers? meat, eſpecially beef, that 
during the fix days I paſſed there I never once ſaw any. Eggs are 
brought from time to time from the country, but neither conſtantly 
nor often. In ſhort, 1 have not been in any of the » "ena . 155 
America, where I found proviſions ſo badly furniſhed. 

- The ſtone of which the capitol and preſident's houſe are built is ex- 
tremely white, and the workmanſhip is excellent; but I do not ad- 
mire the architectute of thoſe buildings. The ſtone is a ſpecies! of 
granite, and is ſtrong, yet not ſufficiently ſo to reſiſt the ſevereſt kind 
of froſt; it is taken from a quarry near the Potowmack, at thirty miles 
below the city. At the ſame diſtance above the city are quarries of 
fine white marble, and of a red marble with veins; and alſo a quarry 
of flate. Lime-ſtone is found near the Potowtnack, but at the diſtance 
of ſixty miles above the city. The interior navigation, from the Po- 
towmack to the Eaſt- branch, for the forming of which the firft lottery 
is at preſent drawing, is not yet begun; but the workmen have orders 
to aſſemble for its commencement in a month. Two ſmall creeks 
paſs through the city, the water from which may be conveyed to any 
part. One, which is called Her- crert, has its ſouree at ſome miles 
diſtance from the city; above which it is elevated ſeventy- eight feet, 
aud may therefore be geek to CP wages that — be wanted | in 1 
of the buildings. | 


; GEORGE TOWN. 


This gal town, which is Adee a abba new wiey by a cidek 
called Reck-ha/kcreet, ſtands upon ſeveral ſmall hills, which render its 
__— pleaſing ; but the communications between its ſeveral parts are 

Uu2 difficult. 
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difficult. Some years ſince the commerce of this place was conſider» 
able, but at preſent it is much diminiſhed. 

In 1791 the total value of its exportation amounted to 31 4,864 dol- 
lars; in 1792, to 348,539 dollars; in 1793, to 864,537 dollars ; in 
1794, to 128,924 dollars; in 1795, to 196,790 dollars; and in 1796, 
to 159,868 dollars. Tobacco, corn, and ſeeds, form the chief articles 
of exportation from George-Town; it re-exports directly a very ſmall. 


quantity of foreign articles, and is even compelled. to ſend to other 
ports that are better markets much of the-merchandize brought from 


Europe in its veſſels. Its imports have alſo decreaſed : in 1792 the 


value of them amounted to 90, 873 dollars; in 1973, to 87,400 dol- 


lars; in 1794, to 139,964 dollars; in 1795, to 153,584 dollars; and 
in 1796, to 29,193 dollars. The ſhipping it employs in its foreign 
trade, is at preſent about 2, 500 tous; and in us coaſting trade nearly 
a thouſand tons. 

The diminution of the nen of tobacco is one of the cauſes of tho 
decay of its commerce: in 1792 it exported 9,444 hogſheads; and in 
1796 no more than 2,461. But ſpeculations in the lots of Federal- City 
is a more powerful cauſe of that decay. They have turned a great part. 
of the capital of the merchants into that channel, and conſequently di- 
verted it from the trade of the place. Shares in the bank of this town, 
which were held by many of thoſe merchants, have fallen through tho 
ſame cauſes from forty dollars, their original price, to thirty. This- 
bank, eſtabliſhed by the name of Columbia Bank, had originally a 
capital of 400,000 dollars, divided into ten thouſand ſhares. Its 
capital was augmented with 150,000 dollars, by an act of the legiſla- 
ture of Maryland in its laſt ſeſſion : it is employed in the ſame ſervices 
as all the other banks of America. The notes it has in circulation are 
for the moſt part of the value of a dollar, and they are current at 
Alexandria, and all the weſtern parts of Maryland as far as Baltimore.. 
The ſtores of George-Town are uſually furniſhed from Baltimore; 
it is at that port that the ſhips belonging to George- Town generally 


8 Neger of their cargoes in returning from Europe. The merchants of 
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this place expect to ſee their trade revive, from the completion of the 
two canals of the large and little falls of the Potowmack, the remainder 
of the navigation of that river being cleared from obſtacles. They 
then expect to be the medium of exporting the produce of the coun- 
tries watered by the Potowmack and the rivers that fall into it, which 
at preſent can be conveyed to George-Town only by land, at as high a 
price as the conveyance of them to Baltimore, which from its ſitua- 
tion has the advantage of the towns on the banks of the Potowmacka 
where the price of the carriage of flour by land is three dollars per 
barrel, it will be only eight ſhillings and fix pence by water. This: 
advantage will be communicated alſo to the Eaſt· branch i in 1 ederal- 
City, and Alexandria: I'' 8, 

The merchants of George-Town' perſuade themſelves that _ 
will reap the greater part of the benefit of theſe navigations. Being: 
placed the firſt on the route of thoſe who will bring their produce from 
the countries above the city, and being provided with warehouſes to 
receive goods, it will be a ſaving of money and time, in veſſels com- 
ing down the river; to diſpoſe of their cargoes at George-Town. They 
aſſert, that the port of this place, that is to ſay, the part of the river 
that may be converted to that purpoſe, will hold a great number of 
veſſels witty ſecurity; ; and the danger from thoals of ice; / which they 
do not deny to exiſt during two months, they obſerve, may be n 
by veſſels uſing the Eaſt- branch ſor that period. BS 

The inhabitants of the banks of the Eaſt-branch truſt to the depths 
and ſecurity of their river, to draw all the commerce of the place to 
themſelves; and they do not doubt, that every the "merchants of 
George-Town will ſoon find the advantage, and remove there. Phey 
are ſecure from the ice ;- and the interior canal between the Potowmack 
and them will, they | inan ee them all. tho N 
of that great river: 

The inbubitatits of Alexandria pretend, that purtivipatiing in like: 
manner of the advahtages of the navigation of the Potowmaek through 
the n they have, moreover; the avant of a commerce long 

eſtabliſhed: 
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eſtabliſhed, and that is daily increaſing—an advantage that is not to 
be counterbalanced by the difference of five miles more of failing, 
which cannot deter veſſels from proceeding to the market where mey 
can both tell and buy to greater advantage. 

Time will ſhew which of theſe three places argues with the 3 
ung. I think the argument is in favour of Alexandria. 

At George-Town there is a very handſome ſmall Catholic rolloge, 
Ea eg by ex donations and ſubſcriptions. 


FALLS OF THE POTOWMACK. 


An excurſion has I made to the fall gave me an opportunity; of 

ſecing the canals, which are forming for the purpoſe of avoiding them, 
and are the undertaking of the Potoumac Company. The canal of the 
ſmaller falls is entirely finiſhed ;'it is a mile and a half in length: four 
locks ten feet high, placed at its upper extremity, convey veſſels down 
the river. The ſmaller falls are not. ſtrictly ſuch ; but the water is 
fufficiently checked and diſturbed in its courſe to,render the navigation 
impracticable, and the noiſe it makes is conſiderable. |, Above the 
ſmaller falls, at a place where the Potow mack is confined to a narrow 
paſſage between mountains, a bridge has been lately erected, of the 
fame kind as the bridge of Merrymack, near Newbury-port, in Maſſa- 
chuſetts : the ſame architect was employed in both. The bridge over 
the Potow mack is one hundred and twenty feet in the ſpan ; it is much 
admired here, becauſe the people in this place have no knowledge of 
the arts, but is indeed diſguſting for its heavineſs, having an immenſe 
quantity of timber and iron waſted on it, that would have been ſpared 
in Europe, and with it a great part of the expence. 'S + 

The. canal of the great fails is allo finiſhed, excepting the books, 
which are to be ten in number. The height of the falls themſelves is 
{eventy-eight feet, and the deſcent from the upper end of the canal to 
the lower end is about ninety feet. To make ſome uſe of the canal in 
its preſent ſtate, till the locks can be conſtructed, large maſſes of earth 


are 
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are left to check the rapidity of the water; veſſels proceed to the 
place where theſe are, and the barrels. of flour, and hogſheads of to- 
bacco, Which are the principal articles brought down the river, are 
rolled down an inclined plane made of wood (for this temporary uſe), 
to veſſels that wait for them below. | 

The great fall of the Potowmack. is beautiful, and deſerves to be 
viſited by all who arrive! in this neighbourhood ;. but if the traveller 
has ſeen that of Niagara, he will not be ready to compare any eher | 
with that ſublime cataract. 

The fall of the Potowmack is ou balf a mile CRIT ; it LS: bn a 
very fine ſight; and the effect of the rocks, with which the country every- 
where abounds, adds greatly to its beauty. The inhabitants of its vici- 
nity employ fragments of theſe, racks for the foundation of their houſes, 
ſome of which indeed are entirely built of them. On the other fide 
of the Potowmack, from the ſmaller] to the great falls, the banks, though 
not very well cultivated, are pleaſing, and abound with fine ſituations. 

The ſtate of Maryland is at preſent making a road along the, banks 
of the river from George-Town to the bridge. This road is made in 
a very excellent manner, and will be pleaſant when, finiſned; it how- 
ever appeared to me to be a little too narrow. The workmen em- 
ployed in it are paid eleven dollars per month with their board; they 
are white men, and generally Iriſhmen, and new comers. Almoſt 
every year a veſſel filled with Iriſh: labourers arrives at George- Town, 
Bricks are made at George-Town and Federal-City, and are ſold for 
ſix dollars per thouſand. Lime is at preſent. fold for four dollars per 
barrel: as lime-ſtone is found in abundance, it is expected that when 
the navigation ſhall be entirely open, the price of lime oh be reduced 
to one halt. 

George-Town is the county town of Mock Ed in Maryland. 
The population of this county amounts to eighteen thouſand fouls ; of 
which there are more than fix thouſand ſlaves. It is ſeparated from 
the county of Prince George by Rock-creek. Thus all the new part of 


the city belongs to this latter county, and, by the proviſions of the law 
relative 
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relative to this ſubject, will continue to belong to it till the govern- 
ment ns the United States is id eſtabliſhed at F eee wo 


MR. LAW. 


All the time that I paſſed at Federal-City I reſided with Mr. Law. 
Laſt ycar he very much increaſed his domeſtic felicity by marrying an 
amiable woman, who unites accompliſhments, ſweetneſs of manner, 
and a charming figure, to a ſound underſtanding, and all the qualities 
that contribute to make the married life happy. | 94 

I cannot, however, felicitate Mr. Law on the ſpeculation which in- 
duced him to purchaſe a number of lots in this new city, and to chooſe 
it for the place of his reſidence. It appears to me, that he might have 
made a more prudent and fortunate uſe of the great property he 
amaſſed by many years toil in India. He enters every day more 
deeply into the concerns of this city, without being able ſincerely to 
predict his ſucceſs. His fortune is ſuperior to the greateſt fortunes in 
America, and he might have lived on his own revenues with ſplendour, 
happy himſelf, and making others ſo. His temper, which is ſincere, 
Humane, and generous, qualified him for that mode of life; notwith- 
ſtanding which; he has wilfully plunged himſelf into an 5755 of cares, 
and all the contentions of this diſtracted city, which not ouly prevent the 
enjoyment of his fortune, but even. endanger it. He is not himſelf 
very confident of ſucceſs;-and he is far from being avaricious ; but his 
ardent temper is continually deceiving him concerning the iſſue of the 
unfavourable circumſtances which he cannot overlook ; and every day 
his obſtinacy on this ſubje& increaſes, continually leading him to new 
expences in this vexatious ſpeculation, I fear he will not be fo fortu- 


nate as he deſerves to be. 7 
ALEXAN DRIA.. 


1 went th water gem Federal. City to Fe which is a dil. 
tance 


- . 
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ſtance only of fix miles. The Potowmack, the whole way from one 
place to the other, is two miles in breadth ; and its banks are well culti- 
vated, and covered with a conſiderable number of houſes. The Mary- 
land fide being more elevated preſents a finer aſpect. A ſucceſſion of 
ſmall hills and beautiful vallies, interſected with ſtreams, and having 
clumps of trees, and even pleaſure-grounds, ſcattered up and down, 
give it a very lively appearance. The oppoſite ſide belonging to Vir- 
ginia is not abſolutely flat, but the ground does not riſe except at a diſ- 
tance from the river, and not in the ſame degree as on the Maryland 
ſide. It however does not want proſpects which are charming. It is 
in going from Alexandria to Federal - City that the traveller has the 
beſt view of this country. The eye is not loſt, as in the other route, 
in the immenſe extent of the Potowmack; which, continually eu- 
larging, leaves nothing to be ſeen at length! but the horizon. In 
this paſſage the country cloſes till the proſpect is bounded by the chain of 
mountains which form the falls at fiſteen miles diſtance; and in the in- 
tervening ſpace, the eye reſts on the ſloping ground deſtined for the ſite 
of Federal. City, and where already there is a ſufficient number of houſes 
to ornament the ſcene. The mountains on the ſide of Maryland and 
Virginia, which decreaſe in approaching the Cheſapeak, conſequently 
riſe and enlarge on the view in proceeding the other way. The di- 
viſion of the waters of the Potowmack: and the Eaſt- branch, made by 
the point of land which is the ſite of Federal-City, is an object that 
arreſts the attention, and whoſe grandeur deducts nothing from its 
beauty. It is unqueſtionably among the fineſt views that are to be 
ſeen on any river. It does not, however, make me forget thoſe of 
Nortb.River, in the ſtate of New- Vork, which in my opinion are 
even preferable; without ſpeaking of that moſt e ene, of the 
paſſage on that river iy-theohighlands, 12 oo tt? 5 22 
This is at preſent the ſeaſon when ſhoals of nan enn on 15 
coaſts of America, and in the rivers communicating with the ſea. I have 
conſtantly ſeen at every ereek a number of people employed in fiſhing 
for them with long nets, which they drag for a while and then draw 
Vol. II. * XX the 
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the extremities together. There is ſeldom a draught at which they 
do not take thouſands. The greater part of them are inſtantly cured. 
Thefe is an immenſe conſumption in every part of America of this 
ſpecies of fobd. Freſh herrings ſell here for four dollars a thouſand. 
Sturgeon is alſo very plentiful in the rivers of this country, but I do 
not think it is as good as the ſturgeon in Europe. Alexandria is, be- 
| -yond all compariſon, the handſomeſt town in Virginia, and indeed i is 
among the fineſt of the United States. It ſtands on a ſmall plain, ele- 
' vated however a few feet above the river, and ſo as not to be incommoded 
with the water. This town, which was begun about thirty years 
ſince, is built on a regular plan. Streets ſufficiently, wide interſect 
each other at right angles; and ſpacious ſquares add toviits beauty, con- 
venience, and ſalubrity. Almoſt all the houſes and warehouſes are 
of brick. Although all the buildings have not an appearance of magnifi- 
eenee, all are convenient and neat; and the houſes are of two ſtories. 
"The quays are ee. __ emi tn and extend along the, river "_ 
"day. * oni i 
This town ene very ih 8 to the, dourithing 4 of 
ws commerce, which, no doubt, will be ſtill improved by the open- 


58 of the navigation of the Potowmack. 
It is maintained by many of the inhabitants of Federal - City that 


whe quays of Alexandria are not ſo ſafe for ſhipping as thoſe of the 
Eaſt- branch, being more expoſed to ſhoals of ice; and that ſmall ve{- 
ſels deſcending the Potowmack, and paſſing through the canal, will 
not venture again into the Potowmack as far as Alexandria. This opi- 
nion is not that of the merchants of Alexandria; who, beſide, would very 
little raiſe the price of flour, which boats would bring down the Potow- 
mack, if they were even obliged to reload them in larger veſſels 
at the canal. Hitherto they have received the produce of the upper 
parts of Virginia by-land, and 'the carts which * them conſtantly 
arrive in great numbers. | 
Alexandria carries on a conflens SEP with thei Weſt-lndia idands; 


und alſo ſome with Europe. The I of flour here at preſent is ſix 
dollars 


— * — * — —— k 


BY THE DUKE DE '"ROCHEFOUCAUTTZBLANCOURT: * £839 


dollars and a half per barrel. The population of this town amougts 
to nearly five thouſand: ſouls, of which there are about eightthandred 
black ſlaves. It is fituated at the diſtance of a hundred miles from the 
mouth of the Potowmack, in the bay of Cheſapeæ. 154 
The value of the exportation of Alexandria amogntgd in 1701 to 
381,242 dollars; -ih1792, to 338,502 dollars; in 1708, to 8124889 
dollars; in 1798, ere 2 and lin; 1790, to een 
1,100, 000 dollars. N 0, Lo: 1-603 16912 vi ab 
There is a Wo at 1 ini it is the only one in es 
It was eſtabliſned in December 1792 by an act of the legiſlature. 
Its original capital was 180, 0b dollars, divided into 730 ſharg gf 
200 dollars each. By a law paſſed in December 1795 it Was, au- 
thorized to augment its capital * the addition of. 350,000 dollami dir 
vided into 1750 new ſnares. 9 * d 2360: 16 
This bank, which was eſtabliſhed. on the e nd tor 
the ſame purpoſe, as all the other banks of America, makes a divi- 
dond from four and a half to five per cent half yearly, It iſſues notes 
to the value of a dollar, which are current throughout al Virgina, 
at George-Town, and even for the moſt part in Maryland 
- The eſtabliſhment of a bank at Richmond was authorized by. the 
lexillature of Virginia in December 1792. Its capital as to cohſſiſt 
of 400, 00 dollars, in ſhares of 200, — each; ann 
W os. opt 1 e eee ee i e 


Ys 


JOURNEY FROM FEDERAL-CITY 10 BALTIMORE. , 
The doi + Ie Rederal-Oity: to Bladeofburg is beautiful; jp 
is to ſay, nature deſigned it to be ſuch, by the form, and multiplicity of 
the ſmall hills with which it is covered. The ground is poor, and as 
ill cultivatad as in moſt other places. Bladenſburg is a ſmall, village 
decently built, where there is a place for inſpectiug of tobacco, little 
uſed at preſent ; and a ſchool of conſiderable reputation in the country. 


e is ſituated ion the upper part of the Eaſt- branch, at the 
X x 2 x ſpot 
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ſpot where it begins to be navigable. Not far from one of the ſtreams 
which fall into that river is a fine ſpring: of mineral water, which is 
ſeparated from the bed of the ſtream w_ P a wy of n four or ive 
feet in breadth. - 

From Bladenſburg to Baltimore the nen is pee hilly, 
and often not unpleaſing to the ſight. It is filled with woods, but of 
a very ſmall kind; and which is permitted to remain only for want of 
hands to clear the ground, or rather for want of capitals to enable 10 
Wan to employ the negroes on it. 

It is ſaid that the ground is better at ſome inen diſtance from the 
a At Vanville the price of land is from ſix to twelve dollars per 
acre. It produces from ſeven to eight buſhels of corn; from twelve 
to fifteen, of Indian wheat; from ten to twelve, of barley; and tWenty 
of oats, becauſe this laſt kind of grain is ſown on the beſt land. I re- 
ceived ſimilar information at Sputries, twenty-five miles farther on. 
At eight or ten miles from Vanville I paſſed the two branches of 
the Potukent, which are there very narrow, and over Which are 
thrown wooden bridges, the worſt and moſt dangerous I ever ſaw, 
The weſtern branch ſeparates the county of Prince George from that 
of Ann Arundel. Not far from theſe two ſtreams are the iron- works 
of Snow den, and a ſlitting mill. The country abounds with ores; 
which is found on the ſurface, as well as in the bowels of the earth, 
and in all the ſtreams. The Patapſto, which lies between Spurries 
and Baltimore, at eight miles from the laſt place, is not more than 
thirty toiſes in breadth. I paſſed. it in an excellent ferry-boat, which 
is dragged over by the help of a rope. At this ferry the Patapſko ceaſes 
to be navigable; and here, eonſequently, according to the cuſtom of 
the country, there is a place for the inſpection of tobacco. It has a 
ſmall village built around it, which is called Eltridge-landing. bad) 

It is on the Patapſto that Baltimore is built, or rather on an arm of 
that river. The mouth of the harbour is not more than two hundred 
toiſes acroſs, and is conſequently eaſy to defend. A fort is erected on 
a {mall -eminence at the point of mage which ſeparates the harbour 

from 
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from the river. It is; like all works of the kind in America, poorly 
conſtructed; 0 a little bannen ow I would render a w it 
ought to de. * „ eic 36 \ N e | 


It Yo Torres Ar ,» ' BALTIMORE. 


Font Milian wa OW W I was wh laſt year. | 8 | 
quays which were only begun, and fome even no more than projected, 
were entirely. finiſhed ; and large and handſome warehouſes of brick 
entirely built from the ground. In every quarter of the town. build- 
ings increaſe; and there is an air of dune, "ug plenty ern 
the Whole. n- 01 if 

There are no veſſels built: at 1085 at i ſor the * confine 
that put a ſtop to the building of veſſels in other parts of Maryland and 
Virginia. Baltimore has, notwithſtanding, loſt in the courſe of the year 
a great many ſhips at ſea. This port continues to trade to the Weſt- 
Indies; and ſome of N engaged in that eee, ſe 
not been unſucceſsful. - 

The value of the e of Mh in 1701 amounted to 
1.370,88 dollars; in 1792, to 4,843, 228 dollars; in 1798, to 3,084,545 
dollars; in 1794, to 5,312 209 dollars; in 1795, to 5 342,06 1 dol- 
lars; and in 1796, to more than 8,500,000, dollars. But that this 
aſtoniſhing inereaſe in the exportation of this port may not be exag- 
gerated, the augmentation in the price of the produce of the Weſt- 
India iſlands muſt here, as in every other part of America, be de- 
ducted from the value of the exports. There are no merchants here 
as rich as thoſe of Philadelphia. The fortunes of this town are in 
their infancy. M be is not only * in wann, but is 9 ge- 
neral. , 5 1 

Lam told that FT der of 3 built e ten miles 
undi more exceed ſixty. Some that I ſaw near the town were 
as Dre as W ee nt * as nn as any at Brandy 
ina, in n nil 44; ri 16G © DUR TENOR B | 


e 
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There are two banks at - Baltimore. Obe is 8 branch of the bank 
of the United: States ; the other. is a bank belonging to the town, 
which was incorporated in 1791, by a law of this ſtate, with a capital 
of three hundred thouſand dollars. The ſtores of Baltimore partake 
with Philadelphia in ſupplying theſe of Kentucky, the territory of the 
weſt, and Teueſſee. Philadelphia, however, would not enter into this 
competition with' Baltimore, were not its comtmeros mort extenſive, 
and its ſtock and capital larger) 10 that purchaſers find» a greater va» 
riety of aſſortments of every kind there. It is ſaid alſo that the ſpi- 
Tituous liquors ſold at Baltimore are more adulterated than even thoſe 
{old by the merchants of Philadelphia. The merchants of Baltimore 
allow the traders of Kentucky from twenty to drag prey per 
cent profit on their artieles, and give a twelvemonth's credit. 
Baltimore, however, may expect to loſe ſome of the N of its 
commerce from the following cauſes 
- 1, The entire opening of the navigation of ths FOSTER; mr 
dringing down the corn and other produce of the parts of Virginia 
and Maryland watered by that river and others which flow into it, 
will give that branch of commerce to Gęeorge- Town, Alexandria, and 
Federal. City; Baltimore being obliged to procute ore pag —” _ 


C3' 0 9 bd 


3 ECD” Of ort e: ffi iob 1196 
2d, A ſcheme-is undertaken for joining the ooch bre Com- 
berland with one of the branches of the Monongahela, which falls into 
the Ohio; hich, if it ſucceed,' will take from Baltimore the market 
of Kentucky, and even of: Pittſburg, as articles will then be carried 
to thoſe places by water through. Alexandria and George- Town. 
ad, If the ſcheme of uniting the Cheſapeak-bay with the Dela- 
ware · bay by a canal paſſiug through the eaſt of Maryland is completed, 
which appears to be probable, the corn of that part of the eaſt, and 
even of the weſt, Whlch at preſent is carriod to Baltimore; would be 
Larried to Philadelphia and Brandywine, where they would find an 
ample market; and the more ſo, as flour geberally fel} at Philadelphia 


for a dollar, or a dollar and a half, per barrel more than at Baltimore. 
. The 


% 


BY THE DUKE. Dr nA ROCHEFOUCAULT- TJAANCOURT. 343 
0-14 


The merchants of Baltimore, Who are aware of theſe conſequences, 
2 that at the fame time the Suſquchannah will be. ade entirely 
navigable ; and in that imagine they will have a complete r pen- 
ſation. But it appears to me that they deceive themſelves in theſe 
expectations; for the articles Which are brought down the! Suſqie- 
hannah will probably take the route of the canal that will join the 
two bays when it is finiſhed; and as Philadelphia is extremely in- 
tereſted in the completion of that canal, it is certain that the legifla- 
ture of Pennſylvania will never conſent to thes:warks. neceſſary. to 
render the Suſquehannab navigable— that river flow ing chiefly through 
its territory until the legiſſature of Maryland ſhall conſent to the open- 
ing of the canal between the two bays, which is at preſent Fa 
oppoſed by the merchants of BaltimorfTe. 1. en 
From theſe obſervations it follows, that Balticors is ill kuated 75 
commerce; owing its preſent ſucceſs merely to the want of other ports 
in the Cheſapeak, and to the obne to navigation on all Bae: in- 
teriot ,. „ „ 12.7 8 10,0209 4.444 e : 
The commerce of Baltimore was raiſed from the funds of the. mer: 
chants of Philadelphia, who in that place ſuw a convenient entrepdt 
between themſelves and the hack countries. It has fince increaſed by 
the capitals gained by the merchants, who. at firſt were only factors to 
thoſe of Philadelphia; hut the decreaſe. of its neee r tbere⸗ 
fore the leſs probable. Sad e 
I went to ſee one of the Pan of. * Unite States here, 
png is one of thoſe that have been ordered to be finiſhed: ſhe w 
be launched in Auguſt. I thought her too much encumbered with 
wood-work within, but in, other reſpects ſhe is a fipe, veſſel, being 
built of thoſe beautiful kinds, of wood, ts rern algen cedar: 
ſhe. is pierced for thirty-ſix guns. n 
An inhabitant of Baltimore has erected an obſervatory on a ſmall 
hill on the other fide of the port, from which, with a teleſcope, one 
ſees to the diſtance of thirty- five miles into the bay. A flag is: hoiſted 
on the obſervatary, to apnauuce-the. arrival, of veſſels. This little ef- 
| e 7 ; tabliſhment 
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tabliſhment is not only very grateful to the merchants, but in ſome 
degree uſeful, and is already encouraged with many ſubſcriptiois. 
A public library is erecting by ſubſcription at Baltimore: two thou- 
ſand volumes, ſome good and ſome bad, are already collected for it. 
This is the only public library throughout Maryland. (42 
Baltimore has afforded great aſſiſtance to the unfortunate Freach- 


pulls 'fled from the diſaſtrous ſtate of St. Domingo; individuals 
having conſiderably added oy + ne: han: to my Sons MA. bud 


np eee $1197 7 mne inn to 
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The ground between Baltimore and Buſh- Town is ill te if 
dalle, than that between Federal-City atid Baltimore: the Heſſian fly, 
which'to the ſouth-weſt of the town attacks the corn very little, lays it 
waſte in this quarter; very little corn is therefore ſowu. Small grain, 
Indian wheat, and paſture, includes the huſbandry of the country. It 
is beſide very much filled with woods of a very vſeleſ kind, und * 
mean appearice-. 27 mon bÞligt ES 9109 8c to 221 
At fifteen tniles from Baltimor6; at a place where Pbrcakfafied with 
A farmer named Webfter, land ſells from eight to fifteen dollars per 
acre; ; there is very little that exceeds this price, and this is paſture- 
ground, improved by ſome ycars manuting· Webſter has a ſmall flock 
of ſheep, whoſe wool he ſells partly to neighbouring farmers, and 
partly to the hatters of Baltimore, at four ſhillings per pound; His 
houſe ſtands at a little diſtance nem Bens de, Wich ens to be 
rather” an arm of the bay than a river. 

Zu A mill not far from Webſter bouſe ieee little corn that is 
grown in this part; and the flour is ſent to Baltimore. 

Bird-River is navigable for ſmall veſſels to a place about a mile 
from Webſter's houſe ; about a quarter of a mile above which it is not 
more than four toiſes in breadth, aud is cafily forded. This is a uſual 
caſe with the ſeveral creeks und rivers of the country, and they are 
ven & * I paſſed che Long: Cane, or Great 'Gunpowder, where 
there 
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there was water enough at that time to reach the girth of my horſe; 
the Little Gunpowder, which 1 paſſed on a very miſerable wooden 
bridge: this river ſupplies ſome iron-works and flitting-mills, known 
by the name of Onion's-works ; the Winter's-Run, a ſmall creek ; and 
the Buſb- River, which, like Bird- River, is only four toiſes acroſs, and 
is not more than a foot in depth, at a place not more than a quarter 
of a mile from the ſpot where it is twelve feet in depth, and a mile in 
breadth. There is a handſome and large corn- mill on Buſb-River, to 
which corn is brought from a great diſtance, the proprietors being rich 
and active. The flour is ſent to Baltimore. 

The Little Gunpowder creek ſeparates the county of Baltimore from 
that of Hartford. The county of Baltimore, exclufive of the city, con- 
tains twenty-five thouſand inhabitants, of which ten thouſand are flaves. 
The population of the town of Baltimore amounts to fifteen thouſand 
white men, and from fix to ſeven thouſand ſlaves. 

This road has a mournful appearance, and is very thinly inhabited. 
The road is tolerably good for a horſe ; but almoſt impaſſable for 
carriages. Notwithſtanding which, there are four ſtages that paſs it 
every day; and it lies between two of the moſt conſiderable places for 
trade in America. 

At the diſtance of a mile before 1 8 at Bush- Town I ile 
through Abington, a ſmall and poor village, which is remarkable for 
nothing but for the remains of a very handſome college, built by the 
Methodiſts, and which was burned down about two years fince. It 
is aſſerted here, that this fire was occaſioned wilfully; aud when it is 
known that the Methodiſts, as well as the Quakers, exhort to the 
emancipation of the ſlaves, we cannot be ſurprized that they. ſhould be 
hated and perſecuted in a country where the inhabitants are attached 
to the ſyſtem of keeping ſlaves, by their education, habits, and a narrow 
view of their intereſts. It muſt be allowed that there is a great deal of 
enthuſiaſm among the Methodiſts ; and I am inclined to believe that 
they are too general in their plans for the abolition of ſlavery, even to 

Vor, II. *Yy guard 
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ing ſufficiently the intereſts of the llaves themſelves. Nor are they 


very diſcreet in their ſermons. But from all I have been able to 


gather concerning this ſe, I am perſuaded it includes many worthy 


and virtuous men, and even many men of talents. None of the 


Methodiſts poſſeſs ſlaves. Many before they were of that perſuaſion 


were proprietors of ſlaves, and freed them. There have been ſome 
Who have freed three hundred negroes at a time ; binding the child- 


ren to maſters, with the condition of their teaching them to read, 
write, and cypher, and of their ſerving only to the age of eighteen or 
twenty, when they were to be entirely at their own "diſpoſal. Buſh- 
Town is in the county of Hartford, which contains fifteen thouſand 
inhabitants, five thouſand of which are ſlaves. Belair has been the 


county town of Hartford for ſome years paſt, but hitherto contains 
only the town-houſe, a priſon, and a ſmall number of wooden houſes. 


It was made the county town for its central ſituation. Buſh-Town was 
formerly the county town, and was at that time called Hartford. 


JOURNEY FROM BUSH-TOWN TO HAVRE-DE-GRACE. 
The country till I reached the Suſquehannah was of the ſame kind 
as that through which I had already paſſed. In travelling twelve 
miles, I did not fee more than four houſes that were not miſerable 


huts; and yet the farms are tolerably large, the ground being partly 
ſown with Indian corn, and the remainder immenſe fields very rarely 


manured. The land is in general ſandy and poor. From ten to twelve 
buſhels of Indian wheat per acre is the uſual produce, and from five 


to fix of corn (where that is ſown), when the Heſſian fly does not 


infeſt the grain, it being as common in this part of Maryland as the 
on the 1 ſide of the Chefapeak. Some meadows, eſpecially thoſe 
that lie 1 areſt the bay, yield forty hundred weight of hay per acre. 
ere igjlome ground to be met with ſuperior in quality, the PRI 
of which is a third more than what I have named, R 1 
The bout 
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.. Throughout the whole of this journey, I found that lands generally 
ſell as at Buſh-Town, from ten to twenty dollars per acre. Near the 
Suſquehannah ſome rich meadows {ell for thirty-five dollars per acre. 
The rain which fell inceſſantly for two days, and detained me at 
Buſh-Town, ſwelled the creeks ſo much, that at many places we paſſ- 
ed, where the water is generally no more than four or ſive inches in 
depth, it was then more than four feet. The ſtage that goes between 
Philadelphia and Baltimore was compelled to remain four - and- twenty 
hours at Buſh-Town; the inter a- Run, which is uſually no more than 
two fect in depth, having riſen to fifteen feet, and there being no bridge 
-over that river, 
_ +. The Swan-river is the only one of any conſequence between Buſh- 
Town and the Suſquehannah. It is of the ſame kind as the reſt ; that 
is to ſay, very narrow at a quarter of a mile from the ſpot where it is 
two or three miles acroſs. 
Ihe land is tolerably good in the bottoms, and is ſold for thirty- 
four dollars per acre; that on the heights ſells only for ten and twelve 
dollars per acre. The wages of labourers are from eight to nine dollars 
per month, for the ſummer ſeaſon, or ninety- two dollars by the year; 
and three ſhillings and nine pence per day when there is nothing par- 
ticular to do, and a dollar and a half in harveſt-time. They make a 
demand of half a dollar extraordinary for mowing. 


HAVRE-DE-GRACE. 


A few houſes that ſtand together on the weſt banks of the Suſque- 
hannah bear the name of Havre-de-Grace. A company confiſting of 
eight perſons projected the eſtabliſhment of a town there. A plan 
was drawn out, the ground was meaſured and bounded, and the 
ſtreets laid out. The fite included a thouſand acres, divided into 
three thouſand ſix hundred lots of houſes. The projectors already eu- 


| joyed their. town completed in imagination; or affected to do ſo. 
44. nee 
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Their reaſons for fuppoling | it would be peopled with rapidity were the 
Following : 

iſt, That the produce of the Suſquehannah, navigable in | both its 
branches for three hundred miles above Havre-de-Grace, could have 
no other outlet, at leaſt for timber, which abounds along its banks as 
well as along the banks of the rivers that fall into it. 

224, That Cheſapeak- bay, which commences at this ſpot, has at that 
place fourteen feet water without a rock or ſand- bank beneath it; and 
that, therefore, veſſels of a conſiderable burthen might there eaſily take 
in ſuch articles as could not venture into the bay in the ſmall craft chat 
brings them down the river. 
© 39, That the road of Havre-de-Grace, being in that part of the 
town which lies upon the bay, would be ſecured from the * or os 
and in other reſpects perfectly ſafe. 

Thus the proprietors of the ground of this new city imagined that 
the commerce of Baltimore, and even that of Philadelphia, would in 
part be transferred to Havre-de-Grace. 

The navigation of the Suſquehannah, however, although practica- 
ble, with great care, for ſmall veſſels and timber rafts, is not without 
danger, and does not admit of any larger veſſels. It flows through 
the ſtate of Pennſylvania, except for the laſt twenty miles of its courſe: 
and as the legiſlature of Pennſylvania entertains the project of joining 
the Suſquehannah and the Schuylkill, by ,a canal which is already 
begun at Sweetara ; and as this plan has no other intention than to 
give Philadelphia the means of receiving directly the corn that the 
Suſquehannah brings as far as Middleton; it is to be expected that even 
if this canal is not completed (which the inhabitants of Havre-de- 
Grace believe to be impracticable), the ſtate of Pennſylvania will 
never employ funds to facilitate a navigation the profit of which will 
wholly belong to a neighbouring ſtate. The depth of the canal that 
comes up to Havre-de-Grace is not, even below Point-Concord, con- 


fiderable enough to admit veſſels of great burthen ; and conſequently 
not 
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not directly to carry on foreign commerce with advantage. I take 
this project therefore to be another dream, at leaſt as to the extent 
given to it. This town, which may very well become an entrepot,” 
where the merchants of Philadelphia and Baltimore may eſtabliſh 
agents, does not appear to be calculated for any higher deſtiny. 
Pamphlets are however circulated to praiſe the advantages of its fitua- 
tion, and conſequently to atratt adventurers. The company have 
ſent an agent to Europe to ſell their lots, the price of which is from a 
hundred to a hundred and fifty dollars, according to their ſituations. 
Notwithſtanding the activity of theſe meafures, and even the proba- 
bility that this place will become an entrepdt, I am perſuaded the 
tenth part of the ſite of Havre-de-Grace will never be covered with 
houſes 3 or, to ſay the leaft, not for a great number of years. Many 
people aſſert that the ſituation is far from being healthy. 
There are obſtructions in the navigation of the Suſquehannab- eight” 
miles above Havre-de-Grace, and within the territory of the ſtate of 
Maryland. A canal which will remedy the evil is almoſt finiſhed, 
The funds for defraying the expences of this canal were raiſed by 
ſubſcriptions of individuals and the ſtate of Maryland. The tide 
flows ſix miles above Havre-de-Grace; and herrings abound there as 
in the Potowmack. There are ten different fiſheries eſtabliſhed within 
that ſpace on the weſt banks of the Suſquehannah, where the ſhoals 
are the greateſt; and five on the other ſide. The herrings are 
taken in large nets, from a hundred and eighty to two hundred 
fathoms in length, and from four to ſix fathoms in breadth. The nets 
are ſpread acroſs the river by boats, a rope at one end being faſtened 
to the ſhore, and the other end conveyed by the boat to a certain 4 
tance; and they are drawn by the help of a capſtan. There is no 
other fiſh here but herrings and ſhad-fiſh ; and the latter are found in- 
very ſmall quantities. The moment the herrings are taken, they are 
thrown into large caſks with falt. The fiſhermen do not clean them, 
nor take off the heads, as on the Potowmack. - Having deen left five 
days in theſe caſks, they are taken out, and packed in barrck, Which 


at 
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at each end have a layer of ſalt; and then they are ſit for ſale. The 
fiſheries, the curing the herring, and the packing, them in barrels, em- 
ploy from fourteen to fifteen men in each fiſhery, Who have each; fifteen 
dollars per month, with their proviſions. Every barrel contains about 
five hundred herrings, and requires a buſhel and a half of ſalt, Which 
coſts five ſhillings per buſhel; the barrel itſelf coſts. five ſhillings 
and, fix pence : the nets laſt three or four ſeaſons, and coſt from 
two hundred to three.  bupdred dollars, according to; their. dimen- 
fions, That part of the river where: the fiſhery. is eſtabliſhed is 
taken of the proprietor of the adjoining land and from thirty, to fifty 
dollars annually are paid for a ſiſhery, according to its ſituation ; fof 
the difference of a point in the land, or of the nearneis of the current 
to the ſhore, makes a great difference in the ſize and quantity of the 
ſhoals. The ſeaſon for fiſhing continues five or fix. weeks, during 
which the ten fiſheries in the neighbourhood of Havre-de-Grace take 
about 12,000 barrels of herrings: they are ſent as far as Baltimore: 
ſome are ſold freſh to the inhabitants, who cure them themſelves. A 
barrel of cured herrings is fold for five dollars and a half: freſh her- 
rings are four dollars per thouſand, which is che ſame price as on the 
Potowmack. Small veſſels of about forty tons carry the cured herrings 
to Baltimore; they are generally built at Havre -de-Grace, and coſt 
twenty dollars per ton for the hull, which makes them amount to 
thirty-five or thirty-ſix dollars per. ton when they are ready for ſea. 

While I was viſiting. one of theſe fiſheries I ſaw a net drawn, with 
an immenſe quantity of fiſh; enough, it was computed, to fill two hun- 
dred barrels: the fiſhermen calculate the medium e of a draught, 
to be about forty barrels. | at | 
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"JOURNEY FROM HAVRE DE-GR ACE TO ELK TOWN: 


1 have ſpoken i in my | joprnal of-laſt-year of the "FIG of the 40 
ol the Suſquehannah at its mouth; theſe banks are lofty, diverſified in 
their appearance, well cultivated, and covered with dwellings. At the 
entrance of the bay the proſpect extends as far as the ſight can reach; 


ten 
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ten miles higher up, on the ſide of Philadelphia, noble mountains of 
various beautiful forms bound the proſpect. 

In this part of the Suſquehannah are immenſe flocks of wild ducks, 
known by the name of canvas-back ducks, and are eſteemed delicious 
eating. This fowl, which in ſummer haunts the more northern lakes 
of the Continent, viſits the Suſquehannah towards the month of De- 
cember, and remaining there till. the froſts ſets in, at that ſeaſon. pro- 
ceeds to the Potowmack ; when the ice diſappears, it returns again to 
the Suſquehannah for a week or two, and then departs for its ſummer 
haunts. 

Having croſſed the 1 I found myſelf in the county of 
Cecil, through the ſouthern part of which I had travelled three weeks 
before from Warwick to a river called the Saſafras. It was my in- 
tention to pay a viſit for a day to Philip Thomas, one of the richeſt 
proprietors-in this part of the country, and a partner in the Havre-de- 
Grace company. I was even on my road to his houſe, when I learned 
that he had been two days at Philadelphia ; I therefore abandoned my 
defign, and took the road to Philadelphia, through a country a little 
more pleaſant, better cultivated, and better inhabited, than that be- 
tween Baltimore and the Suſquehannah z but 5 no means ratio rich 
or well peopled. | 

A ſmall creek called Principio, which is no more than four toiſes in 
breadth in one ſpot, after a fall among rocks of about thirty feet, 
ſpreads to a mile in breadth, and continues to widen till it falls into 
the bay. Juſt below this fall is a cannon foundery belonging to Co- 
lonel Youth, one of the partners of the Havte-de-Grace company; this 
foundery is at prefent entirely employed in caſting cannon for the fri- 
gates building by the United States: a hundred and twenty dollars for 
every twenty hundred weight of metal is the price the colonel receives 
for all cannen that are proof, which amounts to about three hundred 
dollars for a cannon of twenty- four pounds caliber.” "Phe colonel pro- 
cures his ore from the neighbourhood of the place where Webſter re- 

des, at a Uttle Mn form Bird&reck ;it"is brought to Principio in 


8 boats. 
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boats. This ore does not yield more when melted than two fifths of 
its weight of iron; and the metal, on the mere inſpection of it, did 
not appear to me to be good. The great number of cannon that 
burſt in the proof, with the fragments of which the ground is covered, 
confirmed me in this opinion: the cannons however appear to be caſt 
with conſiderable ſkill, and great care. 

This is the ſecond cannon foundery in the United States : there is, 
as I have ſaid before, another ſituated in the ſtate of Rhode-Ifland, and 
theſe are the only ones, They have been eſtabliſhed by French 
founders, ſent by the French government for that purpoſe about ten or 
twelve years ago: thus, for every thing that contributes to their 22 
the United States are indebted to France. 

Colonel Youth's foundery conſiſts of a furnace with bellows, and a 
reverberating one. When he is not employed in cafting cannon he ma- 
nufactures pots, chimney backs, and other large works. The number 
of workmen at preſent amounts to 9 are paid from ten to en 
dollars a months 
The view of the fall is extremely pictureſque and beautiful. The 

ſmall veſſels of from forty to fifty . which bring the cnn, approach 
2t within fifty fathom. 

From ſeveral elevated points of the road from Elk-Town the bay of 
Cheſapeak may be ſeen: you approach it even at Charles-Town, and at 
Nardwaift, a little village built on Nordwai/t-River ; which, like the 
others, is only a continuation of the bay. The ſmall creeks, however, 
which we paſs at the ford are innumerable. It is probable, that in a 
dty ſeaſon they are not to be perceived, but after the heavy rains, which 
Have fallen for ſome days paſt, they are almoſt all wide and deep. 


ELK-TOWN. 


© This ſmall town is the capital of Cecil-County, and contains about 
1000 houſes, almoſt all built in one ſtreet, which leads to Philadelphia. 
Elk-River is navigable only a mile below the town, and at which 
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point there is alſo an aſſemblage of houſes and e ee _y | 
be conſidered as a part of the town. 

Elk- Town has a pretty good trade in corn with Philadelphiaz which t 
is brought particularly from the eaſtern part of Maryland. From Elk- 
Town it is ſent by land to Chriſtiana-bridge, a village at the diſtance 
of twelve miles; and from thence conveyed on the Chriſtiana to 
Brandywine and Philadelphia. It is aſſerted that ' 300,000 buſhels 
are ſent 'armually from Elk-Town by this route. The price of car- 
riage to Brandywine is nine pence per buſhel, and to * 
eleven pence halfpenn n. 

One of the plans for j Joining the Cheſapeak andt the Delaware, 
by inland navigation, is to join the Elk-River to that of the 
Chriſtiana. Another has for its object to join the Bobemia to the 
Apoquimini, A third is to make a communication between the river 
Cheſter and Duck-River; and the fourth would join the Choptank 
to Jones-River. Each of theſe plans is favoured by the inhabitants 
of the part of the county which it would paſs through. 

It is aſſerted that the ſtate of Delaware oppoſes almoſt all, beeantst a 
great number ef horſes belonging to the inhabitants are conſtantly 
and uſefully employed in carrying corn from Elk-Town'to' Chriſtiana- 
bridge. | I can hardly believe that ſo trifling an intereſt can miſlead 
the inhabitants, and eſpecially the legiſlature of 0 rs in N t 
fition to the important intereſts of the ſtate. 

The commercial intereſts of Baltimore, as I have before ſaid, op- 
= this junction. To judge which of theſe four plans ought to be 
preferred, we ſhould know the plan of the engineers, and the nature of 
the ground and the obſtacles. If the difficulties were equal, that 
which would join the Bohemia to the Apoquimini appears the beſt, 
as being higher in the river Delaware. The ſnall ſpace of ground 
to be cut through to join the two rivers ſhould like wiſe be taken into 
comſideration, as rendering its execution quicker, and leſs expenſive. 
As the part to be cut through is entirely in the ſtate of Delaware, the 


ee of the legiſlature of Maryland is unneceſſar. 
Vor. II. * 2 2 A A general 
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A general obſtacle exiſts againſt all theſe projects; which is, the 
difference in the e of the watery of the Delaware, ne of, the 
Cheſapeak. | | | 
This difference is occaſioned by the rapid influx from the Gulph of 

Mexico, which, on account of the direction of the currents, and the 
narrowneſs of the baſon, ruſhes with more force on the waters of the 
Delaware than on thoſe of the Cheſapeak, mixes with them ſooner, 
and raiſes them higher; whilſt on the other hand after having paſſed 
the capes of the Cheſapeak, it immediately turns into a vaſt baſon, 
and thus loſing its force renders the reſt of the bay from two to three 
feet lower than the Delaware. | 

But this variation in the height of the water of theſe two 5 
might be remedied by ſluices at the points where the river. would 
unite. - 


About a mile from Elk-Town is the War 4 of the ſtates of 
Maryland and Delaware. There are in the neighbourhood ſome 
meadows, which are kept in good order ; fituated in a good bottom, 
and ſowed with clover and timothy-graſs, which yields in two crops 
from eighty to one hundred weight of hay an acre. Ten hundred 
weight of hay ſells here for fix dollars and a half. Theſe excellent 
meadows do not, however, ſell for more than thirty dollars e; 
the price of other land is from teu to fiſteen dollars. 

Labourers are paid here ſix ſhillings a day, or eleven dollars a 
month; the greater part of them are negroes let out by their maſters. 
In harveſt time they pay them a. dollar a dax. 

Elk-River as well as the other rivers abounds in berrings and 
ducks: this abundance 1s a great reſource for poor families, who may 
procure by their own pains, or at a very low price, their food for 
almoſt all the year in theſe two ſorts of proviſion, Some hogs, whoſe 
feed coſts them nothing, as they let them run in the woods, provide 
the reſt : but the conſequence of this eaſy method of procuring food 
in abundance is, that, unleſs they have the intention of emigrating, they 
become indolent. Tbree weeks' work in harveſt time, and the ſale 

5 gef 
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of the ducks which they kill, procure them as much money as they 
want: one or two acres. of maize which they cultivate furniſh 
— bread; and PIT number of ed — n 
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through the greateſt part of it during this year and the laſt—induces 
me to believe that its ſituation in many parts is inferior to almoſt all 
the other ſtates of America, 

Slavery, which; gives a very great advantage to the — 
over the ſouthern, in reſpect to the cultivation of the ground, and ſuch 
manufactures as the ſtate of population in this new world permits, 
produces ſtill more evils in Maryland than in Virginia and the Caroli- 
nas, as Maryland is leſs extenſive than the three other ſtates, and does 
not produce, like them, fine and rich crops of rice, cotton, and tobacco: 
added to which, the number of ſlaves in thoſe ſtates is greater in pro+ 
portion than elſewhere. ; All the land, as I have before obſcryed, 
is exhauſted by the crops. of tobacco which have been continually 
drawn from it fince this ſtate has been inhabited. The impoſſibi- 
lity of obtaining more-crops, at leaſt from the greater part of the land, 
has reduced the cultivation of this plant to nothing; and the cultiva- 
tion of maize, which is carried on in thoſe parts Which cannot produce 
any more tobacco, completely deſtroys them. The great number of 
ſlayes, however, who are to be maintained renders the cultivation in 
ſome degree indiſpenſable; and the Heſſian fly with which. the wheat 
has latterly been attacked, likewiſe encourages the cultivation of maize: 
the leaves of this plant are very good food for horſes; thus the advan- 
tages of its cultivation induces the planter to forget the damages 
which it occaſions to the ſoil already irreparably deſtroyed, as well as 
the portion inen — 
W [ 94 M9379 (0105 eren PUMEACZ Amn DU aps 

Z 2 2 He 


356% rruavrte . NORTE AMERICA, 3 1 77 


He ſees, however, his crops of maize diminiſh annually ; yet big 
negroes muſt be provided with food; and if he feels the neceſſity of 
improving his land by a proper cultivation, and particularly by ma- 
nuring it abundantly, he is prevented ſo doing by the preponderating 
neceſſity of providing food, and by the want of the money neceſſary 
for theſe improvements. On the other hand, the inhabitant whoſe 
exiſtence depends on his labour, bluſhes to work as a negro. If he has. 
a ſmall property, which he might by induſtry improve, he haſtens, as 
I have before obſerved, to diſpoſe of it, that he may purchaſe a ſettle- 
ment in ſome part of the couutry where he may obtain it at a low 
price, and where, by labouring himſelf, he will not be liable to be 
conſidered as an inferior being“ Ibis property is then bought by 
ſome rich planter, who fuffers it to lie uncultivated having already 
mote land than he can cultivate. The white who bas no property 
labours until he has ſaved ſufficient to enable him to ſettle elſe where; 
which he may ſoon accompliſh, as he can caſily earn from a hundred 
to a hundred and twenty dollars a year beſides his food. Some quit 
the country even before they have faved any property, and if they are 
good worktnen, find an opportunity of eſtabliſhing themſelves with 
credit in a country where their feelings are not conſtantly wounded 
by lowering themſelves to an equality with flaves. This is preeiſely 
the ſtate of things in the 9 — I: | 
ien. 641 VE; 97 ULHznLH7́˙ - e een y b 17.3) UH 

There are a few Ploees in dd webof this ſtate where nen! 
ſoch as in the counties of Frederick, Waſhington, and the Alleganys; 
where the proportion of ſlaves is very ſmall.  Fhe land there is fertile; 
and has not yet been drained'; as they are ne w ſettlements, and as the 
temperature of the air will not permit tho cultivation of ' tobacco. . 
Theſe three counties, Where alſo the climate is healthful, are pedpled 
with emigrants from other ſtates as welbas from Maryland Some plants 
ers on both ſides of this ſtate have lately begun to improve their mea. 
dow, and alſo to cultivate large quantities of: land. They manure 
the ground: and this firſt * towards improvement is doubtleſs uſe- 
all ful, 
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fal, and well deſigned, as preparatory to a more complete ſyſtem ; but 
their beaſts are always, winter and ſummer, in the woods, and are 
leaner than any I have ſeen ; but the means of fattening them does not 
appear to occupy their attention, nor do they take any pains'to aboliſh, 
even at a future period, that ſcourge—flavery—which;” humanity and 
morality out of the queſtion, is an inſurmountable” obſtacle to the im- 
provement of their lands, and conſequently their fortunes; and which 
is a ſource of imminent danger to mam tothe general tran- 
quillity of their count. TP den von z wel a0 
I have ſaid that in Maryland and Virginia; and even in Carolina, 
many planters are convinced of thoſe dangers, and are deſirous of 
having their fields cultivated-and-their domeſtic ſervices: performed by 
frœemen rather than by flaves'; but this cowiction is not 'ſufficiently 
ſtrong to lead them to the reſolution, which ſhould: wry as a 144 
—_— to the deſtruction of the eviii 3 "mou 
There are publications even in Virginia in favour ide! alin 
Nous of the negroes; they have, however, produced no more effect there 
than in thoſe ſtates of the ſouth, where the great number of ſlaves and 
amall proportion of whites: 8 une. me ee, mp ee EX 
tremely difficult... n Re 
They talk here of ene; all "ar negroes out of eee eg 
once, either to Africa or to the ſouthern parts of America, in order to 
found a colony. This meaſure would be ſo full of difficulties in its 
execution, and would be: attended with ſo many unpleaſant! eonſe- 
quences, that it cannot poſſibly be carried into effect. The plan is 
ſupported: by the fear which manifeſts itſelf in thoſe who eſpouſe ita. 
that a- mixture in the. blood would take place if: the negroes were 
emaneipated; or {uffered<to-remain-in- the country:: in future gene 
rations,“ ſay they, „there would not be a countenance to be ſeen 
without more ot leſs of the black colour. This inconvenience would 
doubtleſs be great if it were certain; but. it by no means appears ſo to 
me: wiſe laws might prevent this mixture, or render it verytrare, 
without any further abridgment of the rights of individuals than is 
already 
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already made by many other laws, which, for the good of ſociety, te- 
ſtrain the exerciſe of individual rights; nor would ſuch a law he any 
evil to the negro race. Choice alone would for a length of time give a 
decided ſuperiority to the white colour, even in the eyes of the blacks ; 
and the prefetence would of itſelf prevent mixed marriages ; the law, 
therefore, which ſhould enforce this preference, would be eaſily carried 
into execution. 
But it appears to me to be an error, to propoſe the emancipating all 
the ſlaves at one time. The reſpect due to the property of the maſters 
of theſe ſlaves, hitherto acknowledged by the law, and to the mainte- 
nance of order in ſociety, demands that this great work ſhould be pro- 
greflive. The objects of a law to free the ſlaves, are the well being of 
ſociety, and the happineſs of the ſlaves themſelves ; and if theſe are not 
attained, the abolition of the ſlave trade is the dream of a miſtaken phi- 
lanthropy. The great danger a ſlave has to encounter after his emanci- 
| pation is, that of not being able to provide for his wants; and it is the 
natural conſequence of the averſion to labour contracted by every ſlave, 
and the habit he has of ſeeing himſelf fed and clothed, without directly 
occupying himſelf with that care. But would not both the danger to 
the ſlave, and the injury to the maſter, be avoided by a law with the fol- 
lowing proviſions : - 1ſt, To fix a price, that ſhould be moderate and 
equitable, on the liberty to be given to a ſlave: ad, To enjoin the pro- 
prietors of ſlaves to permit them to work two days in each week for 
their own emolument; and to furniſh them with land, to raiſe crops 
that ſhould be their own property; or where the maſter ſhould have: oc 
caſion for their labour on the days ſet aſide for their own uſe; to pay 
them at the ſame rate as other workmen: 3d, To declare every ſlave, 
on paying the price at which he is valued by the law, inftantly free: 
4th, to declare all children of ſlaves, born after the date of the law, free; 
and all children exiſting at the time of the law, free at the age of twenty- 
one; with a clauſe, to mann the — to . 7 por 14950 
of the latter? 2:46 rt 
The emancipation of ſlaves being eds the reſult of dr ots ber, 
they 
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they will in ſome degree have acquired the habit of labour; and will no 
longer be ſtrangers, as they now are, to the prudence and foreſight ne- 
ceſſary to their exiſtence; nor will ſociety have any thing to fear on 
that ſide from their emancipation. Being treated as other labourers, 
having the privileges of white men, what particular inducement can 
they have to injure ſociety ? I am not aware that I deceive myſelf; -yet 
I believe that a law of this nature would render the emancipation of 
flaves a benefit to every claſs of ſociety, eſpecially in a country where 
the population of white men exceeds that of flaves; and I do not think 
the * of ſlaves would have any reaſon to den of 15 A 
law. ; 
| The population of the ſlate of Maryland, „„ 

in 1790, amounted to 319,728 inhabitants; of which 103,030 were 
ſlaves. People here, who are the beſt informed, aſſert that the popula- 
tion of white men is not increaſed ; bee (het EY fares a, 
on the contrary, greatly increaſed.' 

It is impoſſible to ſee, without aſtoniſhment, and indeed ſome- degree 
of indignation, the ruinous ſtate of the roads and bridges in Maryland. 
In the moſt remote parts of America, roads and bridges are not worſe ; 
and indeed in many of thoſe parts of the country are even better. The 
negligence of the government of Maryland in this reſpe& is an unpar- 
donable injury, not only to the convenience, but to the ſecurity of the 
public. The canals ſeem to be a little more attended to; at leaſt, com- 
panies and individuals engaged in carrying them on are more favour- 
ed by the legiſlature. Beſide which, the number of navigable rivers 
with which Maryland is interſected, renders the carriage from one to 
another extremely ſhort, and affords means of ſale for the produce of 
this ſtate that are at once eaſy and cheap; and an improvement in the 
general ſyſtem of culture would increaſe the produce of this ſtate to an 
immenſe extent. L 

Maryland boaſts of having a verticuler e corn; and a 
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which are originally natives of America, and even of that part of this 
continent which at preſent forms the ſtate of Maryland. The white 
corn groyys in the more ſouthern part of the eaſtern ſide of the ſtate, 
where, however, it degenerates, The Litenſoat 1 is cultivated not far from 
the Potapſko; and is in great requeſt, it is ſaid, in Europe. | 
The religious ſects of Maryland are as numerous as in the other ſtates 
of the union. There are more Roman Catholics in Maryland than in 
any other part of America, the firſt ſettlers of this ſtate being of that per- 
ſuaſion; but the Preſbyterians, and till more the Methodiſts, are in greater 
numbers. A Roman Catholic biſhop reſides at Baltimore; in which 
city and its neighbourhood, and in Prince George's-Country, Queen's- 
County, and Charles's-County, it is that che Roman Catholics abound 
moſt. The Catholic Religion is rigidly obſerved by its profeſſors here; 
and makes very few proſelytes. In general, the ſpirit of religion is not 
more prevalent in Maryland than in any of the other ſtates. The in- 
habitants are mild, obliging, and hoſpitable. Wherever a traveller goes 
he is well received ; and is always preſſed to make a longer ſtay in every 
houſe he viſits. I have met with many perſons of the upper claſs of 
excellent diſpoſitions; 3 and alſo. many: a the FROG: claſs, __O in 
parts remote from towns, 

It is aſſerted that the inhabitants of Baltimore. are as cad and inhoſ- 
pitable as thoſe of Philadelphia; and I think that is probably the caſe, 
as the fame cauſes every- Where produce the ſame effect. I cannot, how- 
ever, ſpeak of the truth of this aſſertion from my own experience; and 
indeed I have reaſon to a with reſpect of al thoſe whom I had oc- 
ape to viſit. 

Ihe political 3 . We in the upper claſſes of Maryland 
are in favour of what is called, federaliſm ; but they are by no means 
violent. Ihe former preſident of the united ſtates is in high eſtima- 
tion here; notwithſtanding which, the acts of his adminiſtration are not 
indiſcriminately approved. There are ſome zealous partiſans of the anti- 
ee! in Maryland; and * to be met th eyen among the 

y merchants 
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merchants of Baltimore. But politics do not feem much to occupy the 
country people of this ſtate. Newfpapets are neither 16 many in num? 
ber, nor circulated to the ſame extent, as in Pennſylvania or New-York. - 


RETURN FROM ELK-TOWN TO PHILADELPHIA. 


A ſtorm of rain and ſnow, with violent guſts of wind, once more de- 
tained me a whole day at an inn in Elk-Town. I had the pleaſure, | 
however, of paſling a part of the time with Mr. Philip Thomas, whom 
I had not found at home when I went to pay him a viſit on the pre- 
ceding evening, and who was then returning from Philadelphia. Mr. 
Thomas is one of thoſe plain and kind people that a traveller is glad to 
meet with. I took my leave of him, with a promiſe that I would paſs 
ſome time at his houſe as ſoon as it ſhould be in my power; and per- 
fectly convinced that he was deſirous of my viſit. 

The country that lies between Elk-Town and Chriſtiana is POE 
the ſame as that through which I paſſed on my route from Havre-de- 
Grace to Flk-Town. Chriſtiana-bridge i is the, only conſiderable, place 
on this road. It is at this place that the corn that comes by land-car- 
riage is put on board veſſels for Philadelphia. At the diſtance of fix or 
ſeyen miles ! is a {mall town called Newport, ſituated alſo on the Chriſ- 
tiana ; which enjoys a commerce of the ſame kind, but leſs conſiderable, 
and merely to ſupply that part of the ſtate of Delaware which lies nearer 
to Newport than Chriſtiana bridge. At five miles further lies Wilming- 
ton. There are ſome parts, of this road running along the Delaware 
and Chriſtiana (chat falls into it after running through a ſmall Plain, to- 
lerably well cultivated), which preſent a a very fine broſßect. . . 

Having 1 in the beginning of 'my account of this part of 1 my journey 
ſpoken at length of Wilmington, and the road between that town and 
| Philadelphia, I have not any thing to add on that ſubjet, except that 

the heavy rains which had fallen for ſeveral days had r rendered theſe 


roads, that are always bad 2 almoſt impaſſable. 
9 During 
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During this little excurſion, I-obſerved tranſitions from exceſſive heat 
to cold, ſometimes with the interval of a day, but very often in the 
courſe of the ſame day. 


OBSERVATIONS RESPECTING. THE MINERALOGY OF THE 
COUNTRY. 


In purſuance of the plan I laid down for myſelf, of concluding the 
account of each of my journeys with a general outline of the minera- 
logy of the countries through which J paſſed, as far as the little know- 
ledge I have of that ſubject extends; 1 have a few words to add on 
that topic. 

The neighbourhood of Philadelphia .to the ſouth and weſt preſents 
the ſame ſand and earth as on the eaſt and north. Near the town, how- 
ever, and on the ſpot which ſeparates it from the Shuylkill, where that 
river falls into the Delaware, is found black earth of a great depth, and 
covered with vegetation; and which, it is evident, has been recently left 
by the water, It has all the character of land perfectly new, and as yet 
ſcarcely raiſed from the bed of the river. It is conftantly moiſt ; and is 
frequently overflowed by the river. This land is uſed for meadows, 

and is in great eſtimation. It is acknowledged, however, to be ex- 

tremely unhealthy. Between that and Wilmington the quality of the 
ſtone is quartzoſe ; ochre is alſo to be found in an imperfect Rate ; and 
iron- ore is perceptible in moſt of the ſtones that are found on the road. 
Every appearance of the peninſula, that partly belongs to the ſtate of 
Delaware, and partly to the eaſtern fide of Maryland, alſo proves that it 
is land left by the water; and that at a period not long paſt: among 
theſe are the quality of the ſoil, its N and its conſtant and extreme 
humidity, 

In this part of Maryland there are fo ſtones found on. the ſandy 
ſoil of the country. The trenching of the ground, or ſome natural ac- 
cident, has in places, however thrown r a ſpecies * ſtrong gravel; in 

others 
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others a ſoft argillaceous ſchiſtus, and in others a ſtone mixed with iron- 
Ore. CLAD f 1H SOR $87 K18) 

One of the moſt remarkable features of this peninſula is, that the rivers 
are divided by a ſucceſſion of 'fwamps, from which the water runs to- 
ward the Delaware or the (heſapeak, although the ground does not ap- 
pear to the eye to be more elevated than'the reſt of the country. There 
is another fact ſtill more extraordinary the . buſhes and plants which 
grow in theſe moraſſes are of the ou kind as N W are found 
on the higheſt mountains. 1 
ls the weſtern part of Maryland, mall round Se are * 
in conſiderable quantities. The ſoil is for the moſt part ſand, which 
covers a compact clay. As one approaches Federal-City the country is 
not ſo flat, the hills are more diverſified, and are generally higher. On 
the ſite of Federal-City the banks and beds of the ſtream are covered 
with granite, like the borders of the Potowinack. The rocks that oc- 
caſion the falls of the Potowmack are free-ſtone. 

The banks of the Potowmack, below the falls, and eſpecially from 
George-Town to a ſpot near Alexandria, exhibit the ſame appearance 
of ſueceſſe terraces as thoſe in Connecticut, of which I have already 
ſpoken ; but not altogether ſo remarkable. The environs of Alexandria 
are filled with beds of large oyſter-ſhells, like thoſe that are ſo frequently 
found in Lower Virginia. Between Federal-City and Baltimore the 
ground is frequently full of iron- ore. Near the Snowden-works are rocks 
among which are ſometimes found pieces of granite and feld-ſpath. In 
the neighbourhood of Baltimore the ground is ſand with clay; and gra- 
vel is found conſiderably ſtrong. 

Between Baltimore and Havre-de-Grace is found argillaceous ſchiſtus, 
and the ſoil is of clay and of a red colour. On the banks of rivers and 
creeks and on the ſides of mountains are maſſes of ſtone. 


NATURE 
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The wider in " ates of Delaware id, Maryland produce no bes . 
trees than thoſe that are found in Pennſylvania and Virginia. Oaks of 
every ſpecies abound in them, many of which are large and compact in 
the grain. They are uſed in carpenters} work, and furnith a great arti- 
cle. of exportation. The black walnut-tree, which alſo abounds in theſe 
woods, is much uſed by cabinet-makers ; and makes beautiful furniture. 
Every other kind of walnut-tree is found in the country, the fruit of 
vrhich, as well as the acorn, feeds an immenſe quantity of hogs that run 
in the woods, the fleſh of which. being ſalted forms one of the moſt im- 
portant articles of the exportation of theſe two ſtates. The cypreſs and 
cedar cover the marſhy land; where they grow very large. | Almoſt all 
the different kinds of wood that are in great requeſt in Europe are to 
be found in this latitude ; but more eſpecially in the weſtern part of 
Maryland. I have in particular noticed the tulip-tree, of a great height 
near Federal-City ; and remarably fine almia latiſlora, from twenty to 
five-and-twenty, feet in height, between Federal-City and Baltimore. I 
alſo ſaw ſome of the latter near the Patapſko, whoſe bloom, of a beauti- 
ful pale red, was beginning to appear. The wood of the 4a/mia I have 
been told is uſed for the axle-trees: of carts, for the handles of tools, wa 
all ou ee for _ wood & the een Kind: is 1 h 
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RESIDENCE AT PHILADELPHIA. 


ACCOUNT OF THE STATE OF PENNSYLVANIA. 


$I am now on the eve of my departure from Philadelphia, and as 
it is not probable that I ſhall be here again before my departure for 
Europe, I ſhall ſet down whatever information I have been able to col- 
ect, reſpecting the city of Philadelphia and the ſtate of Pennſylvania, in 
the ſeveral Lite I have paid to this part of the United States. 


ob OF THE STATE OF PENNSYLVANIA. 


This colony was founded 1681, by the celebrated WILLIAM Pens, 
from whom it deri ves its name; and to the genius with which that great 
man conceived the plan of its government, and the wiſdom and juſtice 
of his adminiſtration, is to be aſcribed the rapid progreſs it made to a 
happy and flouriſhing condition. | 

The Engliſh government had given Admiral PENN reaſon to peſt 
the ceſſion of this country to him, in payment of a conſiderable ſum 
due to him from the public. The Admiral died before any thing was 
done in the affair; and the petition preſented by William Penn, after his 
death, to claim the execution of the promiſe, was long oppoſed by the 
agents of Lord BALTIMORE, proprietor of Maryland. It was not till to- 
wards the concluſion of the year 1681, that Charles the Second ſigned. 
William Penn's charter. 

At this time ſeveral ſpots on the banks of the e were inha⸗ 
dited. They were at firſt part of the province of New York occupied; 

Vol. II. 81 by 
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by Dutch ſettlers, and afterwards were in the poſſeſſion of the Swedes ; 
till, in 1664, they were finally united to the crown of England. 

The motives mentioned in the preamble of the patent granted to Wil- 
liam Penn are, the ſervices of Admiral Penn, and the laudable intentions 
of his ſon to add to the grandeur of the Britiſh empire, by cultivating 
ſuch branches of commerce in the territories ceded to him as would en- 
rich Great Britain, and by civiliſing the ſavage nations of the country. 

The limits of the lands ceded by Charles Second to William Penn, 
were, on the caſt, the Delaware, from a ſpot twelve miles to the north 
of Newcaſtle, to the fortieth degree of latitude, in caſe, the words of the 
patent are, the river ſhall extend thus far to the north; from this point a 
ſtraight line drawn to the weſt, at right angles with the Delaware; and 
from that point, another line drawn to the ſouth; and finally, a line 
drawn. parallel to 2 of the nor, and making the bony on 1.2 
ſouth. 

The patent gave William Penn, and his heirs, the entire property of 
the province, ſuhject to the ſupreme authority of the crown of England; 
it ceded alſo the power of making ark fins a neg. 
gränting lands, and raiſing taxes. 

The commerce of the new province was to be ſubject to the regulations 
of the'Britiſh legiſlature, and- was to be carried on only with England. 

William Penn was obliged to appoint an agent in London, to anſwer to 
the crown for any violations of the laws regulating Britiſi commerce; 
but it was provided, that in all diſputes between William Penn, or his 
heirs, or the merchants of the colony, and the crown, the conſtruction of 
the laws ſhonld be favourable to the former, and the King's nen 
were enjoined to give them all poſſible aid and protection. 

Witham Penn arrived at the banks of the Delaware in 1682, having 
with him a great many families of the people called Quakers. '- As he did 
not ſuppoſe, with the greater part of the founders of European colonies;” 
that the place of his birth and the grant of his king were authorities for 
taking poſſeſſion of the territories of ſavage” people, without their c6n- 
_ he treated with the natives W the lands with fuch equity, that he 

8 not 
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not only concluded his negociations without obſtacles, and ace uired the 
friendſhip and confidence of the Indians, but alſo conciliated the minds 
of the Dutch and Swedes: already eſtabliſhed in the country. The con- 
duct of the Quakers, Who accompanied Penn, was of the ſame equitable 
character; fo that the new ſettlers, far from being diſturbed by the In- 
dians, received every aid thoſe poor people could give them. And fo 
decply rooted was the veneration of the Indian tribes for William Penn, 
that to this day, when thoſe unhappy victims of European policy are 
daily driven from their habitations farther back into the wilds of the 
country, and have too often to complain of other acts of injuſtice, they 
are accuſtomed to quote the tradition handed down to them of William 
Penn's humane and equitable conduct. Nor do they ever place an en- 
tire confidence in any treaties with Pennſylvania, or any other ſtate, or 
even the Union, unleſs ſome Quakers are preſent at the conference j 
the deſcendants of William — ey, lay, i v never * us 
to be deceived. 

In 1683, William Penn been 3 the 3 of Philadelphia, 
at which time he formed a plan for the building of that city, which f 
ſince been followed with great exactneſs. bo 

The country lying along the Ds to the ſouth. of Newcaſtle, 
was a little time afterwards granted by the crown to Willian Penn; and 
the county of Newcaſtle was ceded to him by the Duke of York, -..-+ 1, 
The inhabitants of this new colony amounted, in 1684, to no, more 
than four thouſand. In 1685, ninety veſſels arriving from Europe, with 
emigrants from France, Holland, Germany, Switzerland, Finland, Den- 
mark,' Scotland, Ireland, and England, the population. en 
ſixty- ſix thouſand, of which nearly the half were Engliſn. 

The wiſdom of the adminiſtration, but ſtill more — — 
il and religious matters, brought a great influx of inhabitants, even 
rom other parts of America, to Philadelphia; and the city was ſtill far-, 
ther increaſed in growth, by conditional grants of nen other li- 
CE eee | 17" 7 21648 Hao fy 
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In 1682, William Penn afſembled the inhabitants of this new colony 
at Cheſter; with the concurrence of whom he framed: a conſtitution, 
that veſted the legiſlation of the ſtate in the governor, aſſiſted with a 
provincial council and a general aſſembly. The council was compoſed of 
ſeventy members, choſen by the people. The governor or his deputy 
prefided in the council, and had three voices. A third of the council 
was re- elected annually. The general aſſembly was at firſt compoſed of 
all the inhabitants, but was ſoon reduced to two hundred, and it was 
provided that it ſhould never exceed ſive hundred. 

In the diſcourſe pronounced by William Penn on this occaſion, he laid 
down a maxim, whoſe truth ought to be inceſſantly in the contempla- 
tion of every free people: Whatever,” he faid, be the form of a 
government, the people always are free when they ſhare in the legiſlative 
power, and are governed only by the laws. In theſe two circumſtances 
is the ſecurity of all freedom; without them, there can be nothing but 
deſpotiſm or anarchy. The legitimate objects of government are, the 
people's reſpect for the laws, and their ſecurity againſt the abuſe of 
power. On theſe principles it is, that the people are free, even in obe- 
dience, and the magiſtrates honoured and reſpectable, for the impar- 
tiality of their adminiſtration and their own fubmiſſion to the laws. 

In 1683, William Penn offered a new conſtitution to the inhabitants 
of Pennſylvania, of which they accepted. The number of repreſenta- 
tives was now diminiſhed; and the prerogative of 5 a negative 4 
| r N acl) 

* Some diſputes between Lord Baltimore and William Penn, concern- 
ing their reſpective property, obliged the latter to go to England. In 
his abſence, the adminiſtration of the government was committed to a 
council, who abuſed their power, and excited diſcontents, that Penn, 
while he remained in Europe, could neither prevent nor allay. The 
crown therefore reſumed the government of the er Wer waa 
committed to the care of the governor of New York. | 


About this —_ a new conſtitution was eſtabliſhed in PennGlvania, 
differing 
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differing from the former chiefly in this—that the A nn aſſembly 
were now annually elected. 

In 1699, William Penn arrived from England, and again took the 
reins of government; and it was in 1701, when he was about to em- 
bark once more for England, that the conſtitation of this province was 
eſtabliſhed on the footing on which it reſted till the N of Ame- | 
rica. 

The ere counties of Newcaſtle, Kent, and Suſſex, (which: at that 
time were known by the name of the three lower counties), refuſing to 
accept this new conſtitution, William Penn granted his right in them 
to EDMUND SHIPPEN, and five others, and theſe counties were erected 
into a ſeparate government. They had an aſſembly diſtin& from that 
of Pennſylvania, in which, however, the governor of Pennfylvania pre- 
fided : and theſe three counties at preſent form the State of Delaware. 

William Penn purchaſed from the Indians, by ſucceſſive treaties, the 
country as far as the Suſquehanna; and even beyond, and all that tract 
of land extending from Duck Creek to the mountains. He died in 1718, 
eſteemed, beloved, and regretted, by every one who had occaſion at any 
time to have dealings with him. After his death his heirs, the proprie- 
tors and governors of the province, endeavoured to extend their power, 
and ſoon began to claim exemptions from taxes for the lands the family 
of Penn had reſerved for itſelf. The houſe of repreſentatives oppoſed 
theſe pretentions with unremitting ſteadineſs; and the hiſtory of Penn- 
fylvania, from that period to the late revolution in America, is nothing 
more than a record of diſputes between the governors and the houſe of 
repreſentatives, Every queſtion that came before: the aſſembly was the 
occaſion of a diſpute; and the mutual jealouſy of theſe authorities pre- 
vented the eſtabliſhment of neeeſſary regulations, which the repreſenta- 
tives of the people had not leiſure to propole, Amme b 
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| | | 1 
coNsTII UTION OP THE STATE OF PENNSYLVANIA AFTER 
THE REVOLUTION. | : 


At the time of the revolution in America, the eee of 6 
flvania was changed. The proprictors were then abſent ; and the 
People, by their repreſentatives, eſtabliſhed a conſtitution, in the follow- 
ing manner. 

The legiflative authority was delegated to a houſe of phi. 
choſen annually by the ſeveral counties. To become an elector, it was 
neceſſary to be an mhabitant, a deſcendant of Europeans, and free—to 
have arrived at the age of twenty-one, and to have EE) a year in 
Pennſylvania. 

The number of the repreſentatives was to be proportioned to the po- 
pulation of each county ; the only qualification to be a candidate for re- 
preſentative was, a reſidence for the two laſt years in the fame county, 
but no repreſentative was eligible to be re- elected till after an interyal of 
four years. Every repreſentative, before he took his ſeat, was obliged ta 
read and fign the following declaration—That he beljeved in one God, 
who created the univerſe, and governs it by his providence, arid who rewards 
the good and puniſhes the wicked; and that he acknowledged the Ore ond 
New Teftaments to have been written by divine inſpiration. 

The houſe of repreſentatives had the power of making laws condtent 
with the ſpirit of the conſtitution. All acts were to be paſſed by a ma- 
Jority of at leaſt two-thirds of the members preſent ; and laws were not to 
be in force till the expiration of one year from the time of their paſſing. 
During that interval they were to be publiſhed 1 in the gazettes, that the 
people might have opportunity to know their nature,” and that the _ 
opinion might be made known reſpecting neceſſary amendments.” 

The number of repreſentatives in 1789 were ſeventy-two. #3? | 

The executive power was placed in the ſupreme council of Penh 
vania, compoſed of a preſident, vice-preſident, and fifteen members cho- 
ſen by the people, one in each county. This council was choſen for 


three Years, and a third was renewed annually by an election. The pre- 
ſident 


BY THE DUKE DE LA ROCHEPOUCAULT LIANCOURT, 327 


ſident and vice-preſident were annually choſen, by an aſſembly compoſed 
of the houſe of repreſentatives and the ſupreme council; but _-P 
were choſen among the members of the ſupreme council. 
Another council compleated the political bodyiof this ſtate; it as 
called the council of cenſors, and was compoſed of two members from each 
county, choſen annually by the people. The members could not be re- 
clected till after an interval of ſeven years. Their functions were, to 
guard the rights of the conſtitution; to enquire into uſurpations of the 
legiſlature, or the ſupreme council; to enquire-whether the taxes were 
cquitably impoſed, faithfully levied, and expended with economy; in a 
word, to ſee the laws juſtly adminiſtered. They had the power to ſum- 
mon any individual before them; to ſuſpend the deliberations of the 
legiſlature ; to examine its acts, and to recommend the annulling of ſuch 
as appeared to them inconſiſtent with the conſtitution. They had, be- 
fide, the power of calling a convention to change the conſtitution, to 
which they had authority to propoſe ſuch reforms as they ſhould deem 
neceſſary. In the caſe of their calling a convention, they were enjoined | 
to give notice of it in the gazettes, during ſix months r td its 


meeting. | 
As democratic as his * TER. A was, thens were many who ſtill 


wiſhed for further innovation; and while it was in exiſtence, the State 
of Pennſylvania was divided: by two factions, one of which was called 
the conſtitutionalifts, and the other republicans. The ſatter demanded two 
houſes, on the plan of the majority of the United States. The con- 
teſt for power was eager; and the public intereſt, as is too oſten the caſe, 

was ſacrificed to the intereſts of parties. Finally the republicans pre- 
vailed; and in 1790, the conſtitution at preſent in force was framed IP. 


a convention. 


IE PRESENT CONSTITUTION OF PENNSYLVANIA. 
Tho conſtitution of Pennfylvama, like thoſe of all the other Vaited 


States, ſeparates the executive from the legiſlative power. 


W legiſlature is. compoſed of a houſe of repreſentatives and a ſite. 
„171. The 
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The is of the houſe of repreſentatives are choſen in each 
county. by the electors, with the exception of. thoſe who are returned by 
the citizens of Philadelphia. 

The number of repreſentatives for a county is in proportion to the po- 
pulation, but each county returns at leaſt one. To keep the number in 
oach county correſpondent with the population, an account of the inha- 
bitants is taken every ſeven years, according to which the legiſlature de- 
clares the number that each county ſhall return. 

The number of repreſentatives is never to exceed a hundred. The 
houſe of repreſentatives is elected annually. The qualifications for mem- 
bers are,. the arrival at the age of twenty-one ; the right of citizenſhip, 
acquired three years previous to the election; and a previous refidence of. 
three years in the county. 

The ſenate is elected for four years; but a fourth of the ſenators i is re- 
novated annually. | 

The ſenators are elected by diſtricts, formed by — counties, ac- 
cording to their population; but no diſtrict is permitted $a. return, mare 
than four ſenators. 

The number of the ſenators is never to be leſs than the fourth part: of 
the houſe of repreſentatives, nor ever exceed the third. 

The qualifications for a ſenator are,—the arrival at the age of twenty- 
one; the right of citizenſhip ; reſidence for four years in the ſtate ; and 
2 reſidence of the year preceding the election in the diſtrict, | 

The governor is elected for three years, and is not eligible to — — 
in office more than nine years in twelve. The qualifications for the 
candidate for the office of governor, are - the arrival at the age of thirty; 
and the right of citizenſhip of ſeven years ſtanding, and ſeven 4 reſi- 
dence in the ſtate. 

The qualification of reſidence in the ſtate is not neceſſary to a candi- 
date for the office of governor, or member of either of the houſes of le- 
giſlature, when he has been abſcnt on the ſervice of the Union or the 
State. 

The ſame electors chuſe the governor and the 1 two houſes of the legiC- 
lature. 
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ture. Phe qualifications'of an elector are, the e at the age of 
twenty-one ; two years reſidence in the ſtate preyious to the election; 

and the payment of taxes ſor the laſt ſix months. The ſons) of inhabi- 

tants paying taxes are exempt from the laſt qualification. bod Can „ 22g 
Laws for the impoſition of taxes muſt originate in the houſe . 
ſentatives; but the ſenate may make amendments in them. 

Thel treaſurer of the ſtate is annually appointed by the —— is 6 
All other places under the government, civil and military, are filled 
by the governor; who appoints alſo the ſheriffs and coroner in each 
county, from two candidates preſented to him by the electors. 

The governor has the i of granting Wen to ne of 
mitigating their ſentenee. 

The act of che leg dature muſt receive kis ignatuee, "EFT: TEAR 

of a lu, which ſignature is to be affixed to the act within ten days of its 
being preſented to him; except in the caſe of his refuſing his aſſent, 
when his refufal is to be accompanied with a declaration of his motives. 
The motives of refufal are to be taken into conſideration by the two 
houſes ; and if two-thirds of each perſiſt in paſſing the act, the-governor 
is to place his ſignature to it, notwithſtanding his Shops + 1 We 
forth becomes law; and he is to provide for its execntioi. © > U 

* The judicature i is divided into five tribunals; 1. the ENS! Corwin; 
compoſed'of a chief. juſtice and four other Judges. This court holds its 
fittings at Philadelphia, in January, April, and September; in the firſt 
of which months, the fittings * for WE oy WE! in 10 * 
fot fifteen das. " 

2. The Courts of Oyer API Whig e 3 of the 7 
of the ſupreme court, and judges af the diſtrict, the county being di- 
vided into five diſtricts for the purpoſes of this juriſdiction. The judges 
mak che circult or the armer, and take dee Sf both civil and 

crimind! caufes. SANSA at 7x79 Flo rant 

3. The Court of Corte PE, Se of a profit 550 © one 


of the fudges of the diſtriet, and juſtices of che * ine ehe county. | 
Wo. II. 0 * run 


- 
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r eee eee eee 


cauſes. ee 
4. The Court of Quartee Seſſions; compoſed only: of: Bee the 
me and held every three months in the county, + we nd 20h, 


5. The Court of Errors and Appeal; compoſed of a-proſident\whe, has 
no other function, and the judges, who are preſidents of tho ſeveral 
courts- of common pleas. This court is n 1 

beginning its fittings on the firſt of July: / 

The Supreme Court, and the Courts of Circuit, have, the powers of 
the Court of Chancery veſted in- them. ; 

The reſpective judges are appointed by the governor, a 
diſplaced but by a ſentence of the ſenate, upon an accuſation ſrom the 
houſe of repreſentatives; or, where the accuſation is not of, a criminal 
nature, by the governor, on the W of two-thirds 1 each, * Ps 
two houſes of the legiſlature. 211 ee w 

The concluding chapter of the cafe of 8 pd ind a 
mne rights, cRebliſhed, on the poreſt Henan 20 and- ver 
ligious libert ). 44 

No teſt is required Goats hs hailing oublia offices, e nn 
ration to uphold and defend the conſtitution. No profeſſion relative. ta 
religion is demanded of them. The declaration is made upon oath, or 
imple affirmation, according to the pleaſure. of the perſon making it: 
and this ſeems a neceſſary, proyiſion in a _— an which Aaken arc as 
numerous as in that of Pennſylyania. , Ex 

Votes at an election are given in ls 3 * the zb ee * 
before they receive a vote, are to make an entry of the name and qualifi- 
cation of the voter, that the ſame perſon may N vote _ or vote. 
without. the right of ſuffrage. 

The tranquillity of Nene bas been undifturbed 2 the eſta- 
bliſhment of this conſtitution, except in the inſtance of a partial 110 
xeon in 1704, of which I ſhall, have occaſion to ſpeak hereaſter. 

W nee n a high TOM: of proſperity: — AY 

+», "creaſes. 


* 
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ereaſes in an aſtoniſhing progreſſion. Commerce is more flourithing than 
in any of the other ſtates; and every corner of it is 8 with —_— 
tions from Europe, or from the other ſtates of ws . 

218 cbt 943» ii: Abg3tringes > 1 Mareen 
— 2 THE LAWS/IN- GENGRALcanio legt ads fe la” 

By the grant of Charles Second to William Penn; it was ras; 
that the laws of England relative to property, and alſo the laws relative 
to crimes, ſhould be in force in Pennſylvania, till others ſhould be formally 
fubſtitatedby himſelf, ahd the freethen'of the new <> cheir de- 
puties. l rr . ae 
54 In the efteblitment ebenes ebener Fast 6 and 
ſeveral of its ſtatute laws, were naturally adopted; but many of theſe not 
being found in any written code of Pennſylvania, they are 1 
indifetiminutet) 4 the common law of Pennſylvania: 

When the revolution took place, theſe laws ceaſed to ene 
by the connection with England being deſtroyed. But they were CH. 
firmed in the firſt independent legiſlature by an expreſs law, till they 
ſhould be repealed by ſucceeding acts of the legiſlature. This wiſe mea. 
ſure was neceſſary in the agitation of a revolution, that ſcarcely*affords 
the coolneſs and leifure required for the formation of a neœC code of laws, 
or even the careſul reviſion of an ancient ſyſtem.” Many of the laws 


ſince that period have been repealed; or amended; thoſe Which are at 


preſent in force have been lately collected and publiſhed by Mr. DaLLAS, 
ſecretary of the ſtate of Pennſylvania, a lawyer of great eminence, and 
who is allowed, even by men of oppoſite fentiments in politics, to 
poſſeſs a clear judgment, and a 2 — — — Mao 


1 LL. kuhn Do uren un 19/3 44 + Ah 3+ 
! THE cop or cr. LAWS, iN PARTICULAR. ata 
N of SC BH UCT . ESA OE. | 32S 3 ＋ Dees X 


: 11 Lihalt —— the moſt ——— 0 Aberdeen 8 
and in che firſt place, of that which regulates the property of - perſons 

a1 This law, which was paſſed in 1,794, revokes . 
| laws on the ame ſubject, the laſt of which was paſſed in 1704. 


* Tt 2 By ; 
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By the exiſting. law, the widow of a perſon dying inteſtate takes 2 
third of all his perſonal property and an mtereſt for lift in the real eſtate. 


The other two-thards are divided equally among the legitimate children; 
already born or poſthumous; and after the death of the widow, the 
third of the real eſtate. in which the had a ite: atered. me ee 


nne ne 2 0 
f... wid; ch whot of the 
property in esd dividettamong tbe children. „ fate 


When a perſon dying inteſtate leaves a widow whos dg 
widow takes half the perſonal property, and a life-intereſt in half the 
real eſtate ;. the remainder is. divided among the neareſt relations of the 
deceaſed.;: to whom alſo deſcends, at the death of the nnen 
the real eſtate enjoyed by her during her liſe. OT 

This law determines the preference to be given 9 — 


tionſhip; —— OaPiR bg — un the 


property among the co-heir s. I 1 
The aboliſhed law of — to e een e ae 
perſon tying inteſtate, W Sattar to two of the — 
children. 54 44d 
D of England ee in Penach kran, in the a. 
poſition of the property of a woman dying inteſtate; the Whole of the 
perſonal property belongs neee and alſo the Wu 
real eſtate during his life; | I | N 
If there are a marriage, or their — they di- 
vide the property of the mother aſter the death of the father. 
The liberty of diſpoſing of proper y by will, without leaving any part 
to children, is entire in Pennſylvania, and is conſidered as a ſecurity for 
the good behaviour of children. It is very uncommon to find a parent 
making a bad uſe of this liberty; which appears, however, to be greater 
than a juſt man would deſire. It is not unuſual for a parent to leave his 
eldeſt ſon: a double portion of his property, but public-opihion*confettitis 
— 2 — ve ſon is en 0 5 
tion. ire a. ft au bo) wolf e fo 
Z 


BY THE DUKE DE LA ROCHEFOUCATET LIANCOURT. - 333” 


By a law paſſed in 1786, no drvorce can be adjudged but in the fol- 
lowing caſes ;—1. For ability i in EY or incapacity of the 
wafe to bear children. NN „hren 2. | \ 
. — raph r a apron the former wite or 
huſband being ſtill alive, when the ſecond marriage took _ Irs vel 
3. For adultery, . proved by one of the parties. bp 
4. For the voluntary abſence of either of the partics, nene 
able cauſe, from the houſe of tha mung — 
ing years. * 
In each of theſe caſes the — 3 of pronouncing 
a ſentence of divorce. The forms of proceeding. are preſeribed by the 
law ; and it is provided, that they cannot be reſorted to, by any huſband - 
Pray A where. the 1 N 12 
ſtate... 
Whats mawicd ane report eee e hinſbbnde- 
wife, after an abſence of two. years, marries again, ſuch perſon is not to 
be judged guilty of adultery; but the: huſband or wife who: has. been 
thus reported dead, may, on his or her return, claim the diſſolution of the 
marriage made during his or her abſence, and the reſtitution of. the-wite 
1 ͤ - ð 
ſuch perſon. * O19 Ot, 
A huſband who conſents to U- etre is not bed to a di- 
vorce ; and where a divorce is obtained for adultery, the party convicted 
of the crime is not at liberty 1 et Fug. . her 
partner in the guilt. | 
The law grants eee eee nee 
ill treated by her huſband; and compels the huſband to afford a maia- 
tenance to the wife after the ſeparation, not exceeding the third of his 
revenue; but every ſentence of ſeparation is to be reviſed by 3 
court. of errors and appeals, if either of the parties chuſes to appeal. 
By a law paſſed in 4780; the children of ſlaves born —— 
are declared free; but they are liable to ſerve the maſters of their parents 
till the age of twenty eight. The ſame law ordained the regiſtering, in | 
* the ' 
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the public books of certain oſſteers, the names of the ſtaves then refiding 
in the ſtate; and ſuch ſlaves as vr not ib regiſtered were declared to be 
free. It provided that all ſlaves ſhould be tried by the ſame tribunals, 
and with the Tame forms, as other citizens of the ſtate; but it prohibited 
the teſtimony of a ſlave againſt a freeman. The proprietors of la ves were 
compelled by this law to ꝓrovide for their ſubſiſtence, even in the caſe of 
very of a ſlave who had eſcaped from his maſter. It was forbidden to 
engage any negro or mulatto above the Age of he rt to be bound 
for any longer term than ſeven years.” | del Yo tog i 
A law that was paſſed in May 1788 e tl amended the law 
of 1780. Every ſlave brought into the State of Pennſylvania, either by 
au inhabitant of the ſtate or any perſon coming to reſide there, was de- 
clared free as ſoon as he entered on the territories of the ſtate. No per- 
ſon could take with him, or ſend away to another ſtate, a flave engaged 
only for a term, without the conſent of the ſlave officially declared be. 
fore a juſtice of the pcace. A fine of one hundred and fixty dollars is to 
be paid for every offence againſt this proviſion of the law. The children 
of ſlaves born after the firſt of March 1780, who were ſubje& to ſervi 
tude till the age of twenty-eight, were to be enregiſtered in the books of 
the proper officers, in default of which they were declared fre. 
The trading in negroes was prohibited, under the penalty of the con- 
ſiſcation of the veſſel employed in or deſtined to that traffic, and a fine of 
two thouſand two hundred and fifty dollars. Every maſter of a flave; 
whether during his life or for a term of years, was prohibited, under the 
penalty of one hundred and twelve dollars, to remove huſband and wife, 
or parents and their children, to the Uiſtance of more than twelve 
miles from each other, without their previous conſent. Where violence 
is uſed by the maſter; or perſecution or falſe pretences to effect the ſepara- 
tion contrary to this law, the fine is doubled, and the offender to be 
impriſoned for ſix or twelve months. The granting liberty to a ſlave, 
whether he is ſo for life or a term of ycars, requires no other formality 
man the ſignaturt of the maſter declaring him to be few. 
211 The 
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The common law of England is. ſtill in force a ni oe 
to the hiring of. domeſtics, and the taking off apprentices. Parents may 
therefore engage their children as apprentices and domeſtics up to the age 
of twenty-one ;- and after. that age young people may make agrecments 
ſor themſclves till they are twenty-cight. Proviſions ate made by the law 
merely to prevent abuſes in: theſe engagements. Among the reſt are 
the declaration before juſtices of the peace of the perſon engaged to be a 
ſervant or apprentice, that he engages himſelſ voluntarily 3 a prohibition 
to every maſter to ſend ſervants or apprentices;out of the ſtate; and a fine 
impoſed vpon all perſons offending; againſt that clauſe, or retaining the 
perſons-10 engaged be yond theterm of the contract. 5.9 i B 

I be law alſo authoriſes the engagement, for a limited period, of por: 
they have contracted weith the maſters of veſſels for their paſſage. 222 

The overſeers of the poor may make engggements ſor the children of 
the poor as apprentices, but not fer any term exceeding their arrival at 
the age of twenty one; and proviſions are made for the proper. treatment 
of ſuch apprentices and domeſties by their maſt ers. 

It is under the ſanction of the forms. of this law that emigrants; arriv- 
ing here from the French colonies ſmee the French Revolution, have been 
able to retain their ſlaves. Having eonducted them before magiſtrates; 
they engage them till the time hen they ſhall attain, the age o twenty - 
one, or twenty-eight ;-but the conſent of the negro mm. is ne- 
lags without which they are declared tree... + + 

There is no law in Pennſylvania, directly enacted” by — — of” 
the ſtate, relative to bankruptcies ; on this Jubje&ithe-law-of England is 
followed. That which relates to the infolvent debtors is encumbered 
with the inconveniences which ſuch laws ſeldom avoid. It provides that 
inſolvent perſons, impriſoned; tor debt, ſhall be. diſcharged and freed from. 
farther purſuit, on a declaration made by them of the amount of their 
property and the relinquiſiment of it to their creditors. But if the debtor 
afterwards acquires other property, he may be again ſued. It will be felt. 


I IM — 
1 m. 
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from his creditor, or that he may be dulibneſt in his declaration concern - 
ing his property but it will alſo bs felt. that it is leſs difficult to mie 
objections to this mild provifion-of the law, than to ſubſtitute one that 
would protect the honeſt and untortunate debtor,» while it ſecured the 
ereditor from frauds. The 42. renders a 
proviſion for this laſt mentioned object neceſſary; and the legiſlature is 
engaged in framing a law for that purpoſe. r fe eee een 
It was propoſed in the laſt ſeſſion to aboliſh. arrcits for. debt, and to 
leave to the money- lender and the merchant the taſłk of enquiring into 
the ſolidity of the funds ſor their repayment. The propoſition was ſup- 
ported by a great number of the — but was — — 
MA eee 14.2 wal £41 
_ "Chicane will find means to v — 15 
the term conſumed by the regular forms in the recovery of a debt; * 


it, is not unuſual to fee it thus employed in Pennſylvania, 
By a law of Pennſylvania, cognizance is given — peace 
of all actions for debt not exceeding fifty - threc dollars. The object of 
the legiſlature in this law Was, to ſave expence in the moſt frequent ac- 
tions for debt, and in which the parties were the leaſt capable of defray- 
ing it; but an appeal to the ſuperior tribunals is given to the defendant. 
This lav met with much oppoſition before it paſſed, and chiefly from 
lawyers who imagined it would effect their practice; but experience has 
ſhe ven the wiſdem of the proviſion. There is ſcarcely an inſtance of an 
appeal from the deciſions of the juſtioes of the peace ; and the expences 
of recovering debts before them are twenty times leſs than . 
— tribunals with the aid of advocate... hls nd 
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533: 45867 
It is on the ſubject of criminal-laws*that nete hes had the moſt 
noble and uſeful influence in Pennſylvania; and iu this reſpect dar- 
vernment may juſtly ſerve for a model to the reſt of the world. 
I eannot proceed with'this — eat Garbags] 
have ſaid in another work; publiſhed with this title On the. Priſons of 
1 Philadelplua; 
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Philadelphia; to which i vill refer ſuch of my readers as apron more: 


1 on this intereſting ſubjecd . bo 


Since the year 1793;* no crime but wilful murder is-punithed wich 
death. Other crimes are puniſhed with impriſonment; for more or leſs 
time, and with circumſtances of greater or leis ſeverity, according to the 
nature of the offence; the Governor in all cafes having the prerogative to 
mitigate the puniſhment ; for although it has appeared to the wiſe legiſla 
tors of this ſtate, that the certainty. with which -puniſhment follows 
crimes will greatly diminiſh them, the hope of obtaining pardon. by ſub- 
ſequent good conduct has no leſs appeared to them a motive of fubſtan- 
tial reform in criminals. - They very properly-thought that all puniſhment 
ſhould have the amendment of the offender for its object, and oughit even 
to furniſh him with the means of reform; n memes is the 
baſis of the policy of the priſons in Philadelphia. 

The adminiſtrators of the priſons have added Wee en 
that the impriſonment of a criminal being a 7 ne 


as little as poſſible to be a burden on its finances. L 
. eos, the following agen in thir e. 
lations th Lv £4042 2 Ohh, etl, 246 


1. That ie economy of the — a A tend 
to detach the priſoners from their former habits, and lead them to reflec- 
tions on their condition, and conſequently to amendment. 


2d. That all arbitrary proceedings, and cruelty, and ojuftice im * 


an ſhould be carefully excluded, ſince they diſpoſe the mind of the 
priſoner to malice 1 of begetting ſentiments of con- 
trit ion 1 Adv? 0) 4972 40h. eee ene eee e 

3d. That the priſoner ſhould be an — in ſome profit- 
able labour, to wean him from habits of idleneſs, to defray the expences 
of the priſon, 32 the time when he returns 
again to ſociety. 9-43 $21 44 [2 - »:gpi v3, n+ Joy; 
The convicts eee dinidddcints 2 the fading 
ſuch as are convicted of crimes formerly puniſhed with death, and their 
ſentence always includes ſolitary confinement for part of the time of their 


Vol. II. Uu impriſonment. 
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impriſonment. The quantity of ſolitary confinement is at the diſcretion 
of the judge, within theſe bounds—that it ſhall not exceed half of the 
time of the impriſonment; nor be leſs than the twelfth part. The other 
claſs of convicts are ſuch as are ſentenced for inferior offences; nnd who 
are not conſequently. condemned to ſolitary confinement. 

The cells for ſolitary confinement are eight feet by fix, and nine in 
height. - They are always on the firſt, or ſecond floor of the priſon, are 
vaulted, and detached from the reſt of the building. They are warmed 
by a ſtove which ſtands in the corridor facing the cells. The convict, 
ſhut in by two doors of iron and grated, receives the benefit of the fire 
without being able to convert it to miſchevious purpoſes. The cell is 
lighted by the doors leading to the corridor, and more immediately by 
a window. It has a water-clofet, through which freſh water can be al- 
ways turned at the pleaſure of the priſoner. No precaution for cleanlineſs 
or health is forgotten. The cells, as well as every part of the priſon, is 
whate-waſhed. twice a year. n pe nent and is 
well furniſhed with covering. 

Thus delivered over to ſolitude, ey the bitteneſs of . — 
morſe, the convict has no communication with human beings; except 
that once a day Ragnar pad — 
wheat. 

It is not till after eee denen a fore timainithis Sehen from 
ſociety that he obtains permiſſion to read, or to be furniſhed with fuch 
employment as his ſtrict confinement will admit of 

The convict never quits his cell during the term for which he is con- 
demned to ſolitary confinement, not even to walk in the 8 
in the caſe of ſickneſs. 


It is left to che inſpectors of the priſans to fa in ate 


whole term of the impriſonment the time of the folitary confinement 
ſhall take place; provided the priſoner actually ſuffers, the quantity of 
ſolitary confinement named in the ſentence. It is uſually inflicted when 
the: convict enters the priſon; becauſe the ſeveteſt part of the ſentence 
ought in juſtice, as quickly as poſſible, to follow the crime; becauſe the 

rigour 
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rigour of this ſecluſion would be utjuſtly increaſed if the priſoner had 
already enjoyed the common liberty of the prifon ; becauſe the ſecluſion 
from ſocicty is deſigned to lead the priſoner to reflection on the crimes 
whoſe puniſhment falls ſo heavily on him; and, becauſe the ſudden 
and abſolute change of food affects the temperament of the priſoner and 
inclines him to the diſpoſition that precedes repentance. 7 1 
The inſpectors of the priſons place great confidence in the” abſtinence 
they impoſe on the convict condemned to ſolitary confinement ; regard- 
ing it as the ſureſt meatis of his amendment, by the change it effects in 
his ideas and temper. This notion ſeems to have influenced the foun- 
ders of ſuch religions as enjoin faſts and abſtinence; and he who reflects 
on the power of our organs over the qualities of our mind will not fail to 
applaud the inſpectors of _ 3 in mn * no * 


their ſyſtem. 
A convict v0 is not ſentenced e confinement is, on his en- 


trance into the priſon, put into a common room with others. His clothes 
are taken off, and in ſome caſes burnt; and a dreſs common to all the 
priſoners given to him. He is inſtructed in the regulations of che priſon, 
and examined reſpecting the ſpecies of labour he is capable of purſuing. 
The civil officer who conducts the convict to priſon, delivers to the 
inſpeRtors a paper containing an account of his offenee; the cireum- 
ſtances by which it is heightened or extenuated; the fas that appeared 
on his trial; the crimes of which he has in any former time been ac- 
cuſed; in a word, the entire character and hiſtory of the man as far as it 
can be gathered. The document is tranſmitted by the court that pro- 
nounced the ſentence ; and enables the inſpectors to form an opinion 
of the priſoner, and to conduct err de him as de f caſe” re- 
. is —— to their Kone, and 
proficrency' i in the employment. In the priſons there are looms ; car- 
penters' benches ; and ſhops fitted up for ſhoe-makers and taylors. Con- 
victs that cannot avail themſelves of any of theſe, are employed in faw- 


ing, * marble; preparing the cedar for peneils; grinding plaiſter 
vu 2 | of 
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of Paris; combing wool :; or beating hemp. The inſpectors have lately 
added a manufacture of nails, which employs a great many hands, and 
produces a large profit to the priſon. Convicts that are unable to endure 
hard labour, and are little expert at any thing; are — in err 
wool, horſe- hair, and flax. 8 

The bargain for the labour of the I 1s made between. the jailor 
and the tradeſmen of the city, in the preſence of the convict. Out of 
his earnings, the convict pays for his board, his portion of the common 
expences of the houſe, and'the uſe and-wear of his tools ; the rate of pay- 
ment for theſe things, being neceſſarily governed by circumſtances, is 
fixed by the inſpectors four times in every | year; it is at preſent fifteen 
pence per day, and an old man, who can do nothing but pick hemp, is 
able to gain one and twenty or two and twenty Dune There 
are convicts who earn more than a dollar per day. N Tre? 
Beſides the money which the convict pays to the pri ſun from . carn- 
ings, the law compells him to reimburſe; the ſtate, the expences of his 
trial, and to pay a fine which is always part of the ſentence. » The fine 
includes a ſum to be paid into the treaſury of the ſtate ;' and in caſe of 
theft, a ſum ſufficient to pay for the ſtolen property. The money to be 
paid into the treaſury is frequenly remitted, but never the expences of 
the trial, nor the reſtitution of the ſtolen property. The county ad- 
vances the money for the expences of the trial; and is repaid from the 
labour of the convict, if his family or friends do not pay it for him. 
Tbe women are employed in ſpinning, ſewing, combing wool, and 
waſhing for the priſon: They pay ſeven- pence per day ſor their board; 
and they can earn more than that if they are induſtrious. As their 
labour is not ſo hard as that of the men their food is leſs expenſive. 

The jailor does not here, as is too frequently the practice in other 
places; levy contributions on misſortune and miſery. Nothing is de- 
manded on the priſoner's entrance into priſon, or on his . _% 
nothing for particular indulgences to the individual. md roateret! 
The ſmallneſs of the falary of certain ſituations in ee en to 
authoriſe thoſe who fill them in the exactions by which they increaſe their 


revenue, 
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revenue; and it is difficult for perſons of higher rank, whoſe office it is 
to ſuperintend their conduct, to make rigid enquiries where they know 
the ſubaltern has not the 6 to provide the neceſſaries of life. | 

The rapacious exactions to which I allude, are exerciſed, by. perſons, of 
the vileſt condition in ſociety ; and they are often levied as an indemnity 
for the contempt and hatred which thoſe perſons encounter... 
But here, where no priſoner is ever put in irons; where blows and 
and even ill language is ſttictly forbidden to all perſons who approach 
them; where the Whole economy of the priſon tends to make it a ſcene 
of reform; the office of jailor never wounds the delicay of the moſt ho- 
nourable characters. The ſalaries are very ſufficient, even of the under 
jailors; the daily viſits of the inſpectors are a complete check upon the 
gailors, and not only excludes all exaction, but produces conſtant evidence 
that none can exiſt in the priſons. 

Every priſoner has a ſmall book in which are entered the bargains 
—* in his preſence for his labour, and the amount of the produce; and 
againſt this, his debts for the expences of his trial, the fine. to Which he 
is condemned, the ſum to be paid for the uſe and deſtruction of his tools, 
his clothes, and his board; and the account is audited and paſſed every 
three months in the preſence of the inſpectors. A copy of the account 
* entered in a general regiſter; and is alſo paſſed every three months. 
The produce of the labour is paid into the treaſury of the county, 
which thus becomes the banker of the priſoner, to prevent the ſuſpicions 
that would ariſe if the jailor held the money in his hands. The jailor, in 
fat, is no more than the agent between the convict and his employer; 
and the price of labour in the priſon is the ſame as out of doors; and the 
inſpectors take care that no fraud is practiſed upon the convicts. 

The jailor purchaſes the proviſions in the preſence of the inſpectors. 
A certain quantity is allowed to each priſoner, and is weighed out before 
the cook, who is bine a convict, and is * by his fellow priſoners for 
his labour. 

To theſe 44 of inceſſant inſpettion, and of the ample ſalary 


of the RES Which removes the rere to fraud on their part, is 
r9lit 5 joined 
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joined the powerful controul of public opinion. The humanity and in- 
flexible probity of the inſpectors is ſo manifeſt, their deſire of the wel- 
fare of the convicts is ſo unequivocal, and their care that no injuſtice be 
done them ſo conſtant, that to rob them would appear in the op eye 
a more deteſtable crime than any other ſpecies of robbery. 

The rooms in which the priſoners ſleep are on the firſt floor; each 
room contains ten or twelve bedſteads, furniſhed with mattraſſes, ſheets, 
and a ſufficiency of covering; and every priſoner has a bed to himſelf. 
Each room is well aired and well lighted. The prifoners quit their cham- 
bers at day-break, and do not return till the hour of going to bed. They 
are then ſhut up without light. When the weather is ſevere, a little fire 
is allowed them; the whole of the building being vaulted, there is na 
danger of their burning it down; and if they ſhould be tempted to ſet 
fire to their beds, they would do no more than ſubje& themſelves to 
periſh, and if they eſcaped would be obliged to pay for the miſchict 
done. 

Every morning, before the convicts go to work, they are obliged to 
waſh their hands and face. In ſummer they bathe twice a month, in a 
bath made for that uſe in the middle of the court. They are regularly 
ſhaved twice a week; and the barber, who is alſo a convict, is paid out 
of the fifteen pence per day deduRted « out of each priſoner's leo Their 
linen is changed twice a week. 

All heavy work is done in the courts; and light wry are followed | in 
rooms on the ſame floor with their chambers, but in a ſeperate part of 
the building. They are not ſhut in while they work; but each is under 
the ſuperintendance of the reſt. There are ſeldom more than five or 
ſix in one of theſe ſhops. 

The under jailors, of whom there are four to each pricn, are Ade 
to be continually i in the courts, chambers, or corridors; in fins, among 
the priſoners. 

All converſation is . 5 the — A beyond hat ceneiuatls 
ariſes in the purſuit of their occupations. They are forbidden to reproach 
each other with their crimes, or even to ſpeak of the cauſe of their im- 
prifonment. The ſame ſilence is impoſed upon them at table. Their 

breakfaſt 
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breakfaſt and ſupper is a pudding of flour made from Indian corn, with 

which they eat treacle. At dinner, cach'is ſerred with half a pound of 
meat; half a pound of bread, and vegetables. Their drink is always 
water. Never, on any pretence, are they permitted to taſte fermented 

liquors, not even ſmall beer. All ſuch liquors are prohibited; and the 

prohibition is religiouſly obſerved. The excitement produced by. fer- 

mented liquors is momentary, and deceitful; and as it would. heat the 
Juices of the convict, would conſequently interfere with the ſyſtem” of. 
temperance through which it is intended to effect a change in his diſ- 

poſition. The healthy vigour which is neceſſary ſor him, will be de- 

rived ſrom the ſubſtantial but moderate food that is given. him. Peals of 
laughter, ſongs, and ſhouts, are prohibited ; not only as they would be 

inconvenient and diſagreeable in the priſon, but becauſe they diſturb the 
tranquillity which is to be cultivated and encreaſed in the b tem- 
Per. ' 

When a convie violates a regulation of the priſon, he. is admoniſhed- 
for the firſt offence by the inſpeRor, the jailor, or the under jailor. It 
he repeats his offence, he is ſent into ſolitary confinement. This is a 
puniſhment which the jailor may himſelf infli; but in every ſuch. caſe 
he is obliged inſtantly to ſend an account of it to the inſpector. 

When a convict is idle, and wilt not work, he is ſent into ſolitary con- 
finement; and this puniſhment is the greater, becauſe he muſt redeem 
the time he has loſt when he returns to labour, as the e xpences of the 
houfe are charged againſt him. even. for the time of his „ confine- 
ment. 

The four under jailors are all the i Wheat duty two of whom are in 
the room ſet apart for the inſpectors, and the other two walk continually 
in the corridors. When there is any extraordinary noiſe, they waken the 
jailor, with whom they proceed to the chamber whence the noife comes, 
and conduct the offenders to the ſolitary cells. Such caſes are very rare. 
It perhaps does not happen four times a year that a priſoner is puniſhed ; 
and no other puniſhment i is inflifice 1 in the priſon but * confine-- 


ment. 
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The jailors and under. jailors are not permitted to have either armis or 
dogs. They are even forbidden to carry a ſmall ſtick, leaſt in a moment 
of anger they ſhould ſtrike a priſoner, and the tranquillity ſo much culti- 


vated, and from which ſo much is expected, be diſturbed. An under 


jailor who is found drunk, or who treats a priſoner a ſecond time with 
unprovoked rigour, is immediately diſcharged. | 1 
The inſpeRors take occaſion to conyerſe with the priſoners ; they en- 
deavour to become acquainted with them; they give them advice and 
conſolation, and labour to reconcile them to their own conſciences; 
Theſe converſations are not too frequent, leſt they ſhould produce the 
leſs effect. The appearance of the priſoners is generally calm and ſerious; 
it has, nothing of that hard inſolence, or the malignant ſcowl, or the 
mean ſervility, that we find in the a of ung, A priſoner here 
is at once reſerved and reſpectful. 

The female convicts are in a wing ſeparated from the dwelling of the 
men. They are ſuffered to mingle with women that are priſoners for 


debt — an indulgence that is never granted the men. It is ſuppoſed that 


the example of women of a better order will tend to correct the manners 
of the depraved; and this is true; for in that ſex modeſty and an honeſt 
ſhame have always an influence which men, wen a are once per- 
verted, do not feel. 


Waſhing is the only! labour pb on in the court ** to the 


women, of which they otherwiſe make uſe at their pleaſure. The num- 
ber of female convicts ſeldom, exceeds five or ſix. Silence is leſs rigidly 
exacted from them; and they are not ſo ſtrictly guarded as the men. 
One of them cooks for the reſt; and n wait on cach 3 in — 
but ſickneſs | is rare among them. 

The new economy introduced into the . Sip n a — 
change relative to diſcaſes. Formerly there were from two hundred and 
ſixty to three hundred and twenty patients, afflicted with the itch, in 
one quarter; and in the fame. interval, under the mew, ſyſtem, they do 
not amount to ſorty. This aſtoniſhing difference is ſolely to be attribut- 
ed to the change of economy. F FOOD the licence that reigned m the 

4h priſons 
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priſons was the conſtant occaſion of filthineſs, drunkenneſs, quarrels, and 
diſguſting diſeaſes. At preſent there are no patients in the priſons, but 
ſome afflicted with the, rheumatiſm, or the effect of accidents. In the 

four laſt years, * two priſoners have died, and they died of the ſmall - 
pox, 8 

If the diſorder is not contagious, the 2 is attended in his cham- 
ber; but if contagion is apprehended, he is put in a room by himſelf.” _ 

Every Sunday morning the priſoners attend a ſermon, preached by a 
miniſter, whoſe zeal leads him to the priſon; nor is it inquired to what 
ſect he belongs. Liberty of conſcience is as unreſtricted in the priſons 
as it is throughout Pennſylvania. Yet as the inhabitants of the ſtate are 
almoſt all of them Chriſtians, a chapter 1s read to the priſoners from the 
Bible. The ſermons in general turn more on morality than doctrinal 
points, and are applicable to the ſituation of the convicts, All the priſon- 
ers, of every kind and both ſexes, attend the ſervice, excepting thoſe Who 
are condemned to ſolitary confinement. In the evening there is another 
ſermon; and pious books are given to thoſe who requeſt it. 

The ſuperintendance of the adminiſtration of the priſon is committed 
to twelve inſpectors. Six of theſe are replaced by a new clection every 
ſix months, and the election is made by the inſpectots themſelyes. The 
elections are thus frequent, that the duty, which is very painful in its 
nature, may not fall too heavily on individuals. But an inſpector may 
be continued in office beyond his term, with his own conſent. _ _ 
Ihe inſpectors meet every weck; and two of them, who have the ad- 
ditional title of vi#tors, are obliged at leaſt to make two viſits in eight 
days to the priſons. There is ſcarcely. a day paſſes in which they do not 
make their viſit ; and frequently ſome who are not on that duty do the 
lame, The inſpectors are for the moſt part Quakers ; and it is not to be 
forgotten, that-it is to the ſociety of Quakers that the public is indebted 
for the eſtabliſhment, protection, and ſucceſs of the new ſyitem. 

To one of theſe people, whoſe name is CaLEB Lowxxs, is to be 
given the largeſt ſhare of the honour of this great reform. The opinions 
of Beccaria and Howard eaſily took root in his humane heart. It 

Vo. II. X x was 
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was he who animated his brethren with: zeal for the enlightened ſyſtems 
of theſe great men; it was he who exhorted a change in the priſons— 
who propoſed to ſubſtitute humanity, joined to firmneſs, for fetters and 
ſtripes—who ſuffered himſelf to be treated as a wild viſionary, without 
being turned aſide from his purfuit, perfectly confiding in the ſucceſs of 
his labour. It was he whoſe unwearied zeal gained over to his cauſe 
whoever was neceflary to its protection; who obtained from the legiſla- 
ture thoſe laws, I will not only ſay that humanity claimed, but that juſ- 
tice and an enlarged policy demanded. In a word, it is he who conſents 
at every election to be an inſpector, and is indeed the principal agent of 
that great work of reaſon and humanity. May God ſhower his bleſſings 
on the head of this benefactor of the human race! 

The judges at firſt oppoſed this reform ; except one among them, who, 
younger than the reſt, and deſpairing leſs of the human character, em- 
braced the reform with ardour. He aſſociated himſelf to the labours of 
Caleb Lownes, aiding him with the advice of a man verſed in juriſpru- 
dence; and, having ſhared the difficulties, he deſerved to ſhare in the 
glones of the undertaking. The name of this judge was WILLIAM 
PraprForD. He was at that time the attorney-general of Pennſylva- 
nia, and was afterwards the attorney-general of the United States. He 
died lately, honoured with the univerſal eſteem and love of his fellow- 
citizens. | 

This is an homage which I render the more readily to his memory, as 
it includes no cenſure on the other judges. While they withheld their 
ſanction from the reform, they were influenced by doubts of its efficacy; 
and they were prompt m aiding the plan when they were convinced of 
their miſtake; nor were they to be deterred by the opinion they had pre- 
viouſly given ;—a conduct that will not be thought little of, by thoſe who. 
have had occaſion to contemplate the operations of ſelf-love. 

The priſons, under the new regulations, are ſubje& to the ſuperin- 
tendance of the mayor of Philadelphia, and judges appointed for that pur- 
poſe. They form a committee, whoſe duty it 1s to viſit the priſons once 
in every quarter, The ſame duty is impoſed upon the governor of the 

ſtate 
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fate of Pennſylvania, the judges of the een ſuperior courts, and the 
grand juries. 

Theſe numerous viſits are ordained by the legiſlature, to "Wills the 
ſucceſs of this humane plan, by watching over the interior economy of 
the priſons, if it were even poſſible for the zeal of the inſpectors to relax. 
They have proved, however, a recompence for the trouble they have oc- 
caſioned; they demonſtrated the value of the new ſyſtem ; and induced 
the friends of humanity: to overcome the obſtacles, that in every country 
are thrown in the way of men who devote themſelves to the overthrow- 
ing of abuſes. 

The inſpeRors have the right to preſent petitions to the governor, for 
the pardon of criminals; which they never fail to uſe, when they are 
convinced of the amendment of the convict, and of his having acquired 
a capital by his labour, or of having means of ſubſiſtence among his 
friends. 

The governor of Pennſylvania never refuſes a pardon, on the petition 
of the inſpectors; even a murderer may hope to obtain it, although, in 
that caſe, it 15 never granted, unleſs the petition 1s ſigned by the relations 
and friends of the perſon murdered. The inſpectors ſeldom preſent peti- 
tions in behalf of convicts of that claſs; they even uſe their prerogative 
with moderation for all others; but every priſoner knows that it may be 
employed for him, and his heart, warmed by hope, feels an intereſt in 
his becoming a better man. Who that 1s without hope, and without 
fear, was ever happily influenced in his conduct? 

When priſoners are diſcharged, they receive the amount of the ſavings 
of their labour in money, if the inſpectors are perſuaded that they will 
make a good uſe of it, or in clothes, when the inſpectors have not that 
confidence. Sometimes convicts diſpoſe of the ſavings of their labour, 
while they are ſtill in priſon, in the maintaining their families. Such is 
the admirable effects of the new ſyſtem, that of a hundred convicts diſ- 
charged, either in conſequence of pardons, or at the expiration of the 
term of their ſentence, there are not two committed for new crimes ; 
under the ancient ſyſtem, the priſons were filled with old and known of- 
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fenders, who, like the criminals in Europe, left their priſons every time 
with newly acquired vices, and availed themſelves of their liberty only to 
commit new depredations, and were again led back to priſon, till they 
_ terminated their wretched lives on the ſcaffold. 
I will here give a table of the number and claſſes of convicts for the: 
four laſt years of the ancient ſyſtem, and the four firſt of the new. 
It would be a very deſireable thing to add a table of the crimes com- 
mitted, and the ſentences paſſed, in the four years immediately preceding 
the amelioration of the penal code; but the regiſters of the priſons were 
carried off by the perſon who at that time had the cuſtody of them. 
It was not till the year 1790, that the law was paſſed that gave the 
new ſyſtem to the priſons ;. and it was not till 1791, that it was put in 
execution. 
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OBSERVATIONS ON THE FOREGOING TABLE. 


1. In the four firſt of the eight years named in the table, criminals 
were committed to the priſons of Philadelphia, only from the county 
and city of Philadelphia; in the four laſt years, criminals were ſent from 
every part of Pennſylvania to the priſons of Philadelphia. 
| 2. Of the three hundred and twenty-one convicts that were foreigners 

and white men in the firſt period of four years, one hundred and thirty- 
one were Iriſh, and eighty- four Engliſh or Scotch. In the laſt period of 
four years, of one hundred and thirty-five convicts that were white men, 
ninety-two were Iriſh, and nineteen Engliſh or Scotch. The Iriſh, 
therefore, in both periods, were more than two-thirds of the foreigners, 
and nearly the half of the whole number of priſoners; and part of the 
priſoners concealing the name of their country, it is reaſonable to ſappoſe 
there were more Iriſh than were entered as ſuch in the-regiſter. 

3. In the firſt period of four years, ſeventy-three criminals were con- 
victed of new crimes, after having been diſcharged, and ſome of theſe 
even for the fifth and ſixth time; while five only, belonging to the 
laſt period of four years, were convicted of new crimes after being diſ- 
charged. \ 

4. Under both the old and the new fyſtem, crimes have been multi- 
plied in Philade s hia and its environs, in a proportion greatly exceeding 
that of all the reſt of the ſtate of Pennſylvania. 

In the four years, therefore, of the new ſyſtem, more than two bun- 
dred have been reſtored as uſeful perſons to ſociety, who, under the old 
ſyſtem, and under a penal code of laws reſembling that of almoſt every 
ſtate of Europe,.were deſtined either to be the ſcourge of their fellow 
creatures, or to be kept ſecluded from them, or to be delivered over to 
Vuoolent deaths, 

TCriminals were not only rendered more uſeful, but were in reality more 
ſeverely puniſhed. The greater part of them would have readily, in the 
firſt inſtance, preferred death to ſolitary confinement; and all were in- 
finitely more ſatisfied with the diſorder and vice of the old priſons, than 

with 
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with the humane and juſt, but uniform and ſteady adminiſtration of the 
new. It is in deſpite of themſelves that they are reſtored to ſociety ; but 
how much reaſon have they and their families to be grateful to the legiſ- 
lature that has ſnatched them from their miſeries? I] refer ſuch of my 
readers as would know more of this intereſting ſubjet to my former 
work, from which I have been able at preſent to give a very incompetent 
extract. 


LAWS RELATIVE TO THE POLICE. 


The laſt law relative to the regulation of the poor was paſſed in the year 
1771. It appoints overſeers of the poor, both in Philadelphia and other 
cities of the ſtate. It ordains the levying of taxes for their proviſion ; re- 
commends the eſtabliſhment of houſes of induſtry ; and regulates the 
manner of removing poor families who become burthenſome, and have 
not acquired the right of being relieved in the city where they reſide. 

The right of being relieved is acquired by a year's reſidence ; and pay- 
ment, during that time, of the poor rates. Domeſtics and apprentices 
acquire the right ſimply by a year's reſidence. All perſons who have 
not acquired the right, and are declared by the overſcers of the poor to 
be in danger of becoming chargeable to the city, are conveyed to the 
place of their birth; the overſeers of the poor of which place are to reim- 
burſe the city that has thus conveyed them the expences of the journey. 
Every father or mother, grandfather or grandmother, or child, of poor 
perſons not able to gain their livelichood, 1s obliged to provide for them, 
if they have the means, on the penalty of five dollars and a half for every 
month that they negle& this ſacred duty. An appeal 1s allowed to the 
court of juſtices of the peace, from the ſentence of the overſeer of the 
poor, who, in the firſt inſtance, decides in ſuch caſes. 

A law of Pennſylvania, paſſed in 1789, gave every foreigner, although 
not a reſident in America, the right of acquiring and poſſeſſing every ſpe- 
cies of property, as if he were a member of the ſtate, This law, which 
was to be in force only for two years, was renewed at the end of that pe- 


riod, and no doubt will continue to be renewed till it is declared perma- 
nent. 
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nent. This law deſerves to be placed among the moſt enlightened and 
politic of the ſtate of Pennſylvania, and will, no doubt, induce foreign- 
ers to ſettle in that fine country, in preference to every other. 
Ihe .laves relative to the Indian natives, that were paſſed by the afſem- 
blies of Pennſylvania, were characteriſed by the foreſight and equity 
Which governed William Penn in all his tranſactions with thoſe people; 
but by the federal conſtitution, the congreſs only can paſs laws relative 
to the commerce of the ſeveral ſtates with forezgn nations, in which de- 
ſcription the Indians are compriſed. Pennſylvania, therefore, ſince it 
was independent, has no particular law on that fubject. 

Liberty of conſcience is more compleat in Pennſylvania than in any of 
the other ſtates. It was ſo in the birth-of the colony; yet, by a law of 
1705, the inhabitants were compelled to profeſs a belief in Jeſus Chriſt, 
in the Holy Ghoſt, and the Scriptures. This profeſſion was neceflary to 
place an inhabitant of the ſtate out of the reach of perſecution. The 
conſtitution adopted at the beginning of the revolution gave wider 
limits to liberty of-conſcience.; and finally, the conſtitution made in 1790 
declares, that every man has a natural right, of which he cannot be 
juſtly deprived, to worſhip God according to the dictates of his own con- 
ſcience; that no man can juſtly be compelled to obſerve any form of 
worſhip, or to incur any expence for public worſhip; that no human 
authority can, on any pretence, force the conſcienoes of men; and that 
no preference can be given by law to any particular form of worſhip.” It 
adds, that every man, acknowledging the : exiſtence of God, and a 
future ſtate of-rewards any puniſhments, may hold any office in the re- 
public of Pennſylvania. | 

In fac, there is no tate in the Union in which religion and its mini- 
ſters have leſs influence than in this ſtate; its miniſters here, as every 
where. elſe, are willing enough to erect themſelves into a body, and to 
anflucnce the public opinion, but the number that favour their pretenſions 
is ſo ſmall, that it can ſcarcely be ſaid to exiſt. 

The laws that enjoin the obſervation of Sunday, are more regarded i in 


Peanſy lvania than | in any of the northern ſtates, becauſe they are more | 
* reaſonable 
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reaſonable and moderate. They prohibit merely the ſelling of goods in 
an open ſhop, or in the markets; following the chace; or attending any 
public diverſion. The law which prohibits games of hazard, and the 
fighting of game-cocks, are punctually obeyed, becauſe it is agret᷑able to 
the manners and taſte of the people; but that which impoſes a penalty 
of three quarters * dollar for drunkenneſs is far . en 4 
obſerved. ier It * 


| ; 
LAWS RELATIVE TO THE MILITARY. —_ 


The law regulating the militia was paſſed in 17983. Every e 
the age of cighteen to that of forty-five, is in fact a ſoldier of the ſtate. 
The captain of the company in the diſtrict enrolls every young man who 
attains the age of eighteen : a notice, which is ſerved upon him by a ſub- 
altern of the company, is the only form required to enter him in the mi- 
litia, in which he remains till he is five and forty. The profeſſions © 
which exempt males from this ſervice are nearly the fame as thoſe that 
give the ſame exemption in the other ſtates. White men Nh are do- 
meſtics hired for a term, and apprentices, are exempt during the tern 
of their engagement, except in the caſe of an actual invaſion.” The mi- 
litia is compoſed of diviſions, brigades, regiments, battalions,” and com- 
panies. The brigades are formed of regiments, and never exceed eight, 
nor are leſs than two; regiments are compoſed of two battalions; and 
each battalion of four companies, which, according to the population of 
the canton, may be compoſed of any number, from forty to eighty men. 
Every battalion has a company of grenadiers, and another of rifle men. 
A company of artillery, and a body of cavalry are attached to every divi- 
fon. A diviſion compriſes the militia of two or three counties, accotrd- 
ing to their population; and each county forms one brigade or more, 
as it is more or leſs populous. A diviſion is commanded! by à major- 
general; a brigade, by a brigadier- general; a regiment, by a lieutenant- 
colonel ; a battalion; by a major; and a company, by a captain, lieute- 
nant, and enſign. Beſide the ſtaff- officers of the regiments, a brigadier - 
general inſpects the diviſions. The general officers are appointed by the 

Vor. II. Yy governor; 
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governor ; the heutenant-colonels appoint their own majors ; a 
themſelves, as well as the captains, lieutenants, and enſigns, choſen by 
the ſoldiers, and non-commiſſioned officers of the regiment, battalion, or 
company, in which the vacancy happens. The commiſſion of the officers 
is only for ſeven years. Every man enrolled in the militia, officer or 
private, trooper or foot-ſoldier, muſt provide himſelf with arms and 
equipage, under the penalty of a fine. When the commanding officer 
of a regiment declares a man not to be in a condition to comply with 
this requiſition, he is ſupplied with arms by the ſtate. The militia aſ- 
ſembles twice in the year, either by companies or regiments. 
The other articles of this voluminous law regulate the manner in 
which the ſervice of the militia is to be performed; its pay, when em- 
ployed by the tate or the union, which pay is fix dollars per month for 
manner in which courts martial are to be compoſed and ſummoned. They 
apportion relief to every officer and ſoldier wounded in the ſervice, and 
to the widovvs and children of the ſlain. When the militia is employed 
in the ſervice of the union, it is ſubje& to the laws of the Congreſs ; but 
P are taken cognaſenes of by-gonrts maar- 
tial compoſed of its own body. 
. — ß 
tn is computed at a hundred or a hundred and ten thouſand men. 
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LAWS RELATIVE TO THE ADMINISTRATION. 


F navigation of the State of Pennſylvania has not 
rm that of New Vork, it is not for want of wiſdom 
and foreſight in the government. A law of 1778 declares the rivers Suſ- 

| quehannah and Delaware, and all the rivers and creeks falling into them, 
| do be publie and free navigations, and places them under the guardian- 
| ſhip and protection of the government. It prohibits the creating any 
new obſtacle to navigation, and enjoins the removal of all old ones. The 
e ee. e e "00 and 
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were appointed to enquire and make reports concerning the means of re- 
moving all obſtructions to the interior navigation, and to make commu- 
nication by canals between the great rivers or lakes. The ſeveral com- 
panics who undertook to facilitate the navigation on the rivers, or to cut 


canals, were raiſed into corporations, and aided either by premiums from 


the ſtate, or by an authority to eſtabliſh tolls on the navigations or canals- 
they formed ; ſometimes the ſtate even gave them permiſſion. to raiſe 
money by lottery. In many of theſe undertakings the ſums granted by 
the legiſlature were expended with utility to the tate, by compleating 
the work. In others, they were miſemployed ; ſchemes being adopted 
without a ſufficient examination of their obſtacles. - But the legiſlature 
cauſes an annual return to be made to them of the condition and pro- 
greis of theſe works; and it is not to be doubted that in à few years the 
interior navigation of Pennſylvania will be carried to the higheſt degree 
— We mey reaſonably expect to ſee Lake —— 
The number of land- carriages that would ſtill, from invincible-obſincles- 
to navigation, in ſome parts be neceſſary would in fact be few, and their 
length greatly diminiſhed. The numberleſs creeks of Pennſylvania, 
cleared of the obſtacles to navigation, would afford ſor all the produc-- 
tions of the interior part of the country a ſure, ſpeedy; —— 
veyance to the great rivers and lakes of the ſtate, 
menen ped aged A 
ſurveyor of the roads is choſen by the townſhip. When a new road is to 
be made, the ſurveyors of the ſeveral townſhips, through which it is to 
be carried, ſuperintend its completion, and they have authority to levy a 
and ſix- pence in the pound of the annual income of the land, according 
to the valuation made for the levying of other taxes. Before the taxes 
for the roads can be raiſed, they are to receive the ſanction of two juſtices! 
of the peace of the county; — — — 
take cognizance of all diſputes that ariſe on the ſubject of this tax. 
FOO are choſen annually; and receive five per 2 ahi 
Yy2 ; tax, 
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tax, and are paid beſides eighteen dollars per day when they are actually 
employed in the duties of their office. They hire labourers for the 
roads; for the ſaw which regulates this matter diſpenſed with all per- 
ſonal ſervice on the high roads. They buy all the materials for making 


and repwring the roads; and their accounts are audited and ſigned every 
year by four commiſſioners choſen by the electors of the townſhip-. 
This law, the principal proviſions of Which took place in 1772, was 


made only ſor ſeven years, but has ſince been conſtantly renewed at its 
expiration.” Some of the clauſes have from time to time been altered; 
the modifications however are included in the above ſtatement. 

The roads of Pennſylvania are in general better than thoſe of the other 
ſtates; eſpecially the roads between the moſt populous towns. The 
bridges are alſo conſtructed in a more ſolid manner. The road 
from Philadelphia to Lancaſter, made by an incorporated company, is 
not indeed ſo good as the turnpike roads of England, but it is in very 
good condition; and, although the tolls are fo high that a broad-wheeled 
waggon pays nearly two dollars and a half between theſe two cities, 
which is a diſtance of ſixty- ſix miles, no complaint is made, becauſe the 
waggons require only half the horſes they did before the road was made 


a turnpike, and perform the journey in half the time. The company 


that conſtructed” this road is very flouriſhing ; the ſhares, which at the 
firſt ſubſcription coſt three hundred dollars each, produce between —_— 
* nine per 3 m bear a premium in their gen | 
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n LAWS RELATIVE, TO FINANCE. 


- The law which regulates taxes was paſſed in 1795. Since the year 
1789 no new taxes have been raiſed in Pennſylvania” for the ſtate, there 
being no other than taxes levied for the interior uſes of the counties and 


cities; but the principles on which the county rates are determined and 


levied, would in all probability be — in 1 tax that it * 4 


neceſſary to levy for the ſtate. - 


The inhabitants of every county ele three canoes — 
main three years in office, except that one goes out every year by rotation, 
2 | N and 
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and a new commiſſioner ſucceeds him. The inhabitants of every town- 
thip elect, every three years,-an-aflefior and two aſſiſtants, to apportion 
the rates impoſed on the - townſhip. The aſſeſſors make a return every 
three years to the commiſſioners of the county, of the names and dwell- 
ings (where it is poſſible) of the proprietors of lands, occupied or not occu- 
pied, and of the lands not yet cleared, and of the houſes and ſpots of ground 
belonging to the town; of all the inhabitants of the townſhip, marking 
their ſeveral employments, profeſſions, or conditions; and alſo a liſt of all 
horſes and horned cattle: above four years old, with a valuation of them; 
and finally, an eſtimate of the proportion of the tax that may be laid reſpec - 
tively on all owners of perſonal and real property The commiſſionets of 
the county examine and compare all the liſts; and have authority to make 
alterations in the taxes, provided they do not alter the relative valuations 
of the ſeveral properties in the ſame townſhip. The aſſeſſment made in 
conſequence of theſe returns by the commiſſioners, forms the rule for the 
levying the taxes for the three ſucceeding years. The commiſſioners are 
never to lay more on the land than one per cent of their computed value. 
When they are obliged to carry the tax on land to the full extent of one 
per cent, they are to levy the following taxes: on every freeman, with 
out apparent employment, from half a dollar to ten dollars; on every 
labourer, a ſum not exceeding two dollars; on every vintner, ſhopkeeper, 
or retailer of goods, from half a dollar to five dollars; on every broker, 
banker, merchant, lawyer, and phyſician, from one dollar to ten; on all 
other profeſſions, from one quarter of a dollar to eight dollars; on every 
proprietor of ſlaves, a dollar for each ſlave. All the taxes that are not 
laid on land are regulated by that tax, and conſequently diminiſi in 
proportion as the tax on land falls ſhort of one per cent, which is its 


maximum. N 4 34600... 2461 ee Neha ct Uno 3x 2 11 


order to the aſſeſſors to apportion and levy them on the individuals; but 
an appeal lies to the commiſſioners from their aſleſſment. The tenants 
of the land are reſponſible for the tax on land, but are authoriſed to de- 
2—— Lands not olcared are ſubject to the tat; and if 
eat the 
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the proprietor is not to be found, or does not pay the tax during three 
ſucceſſive years, the commiſſioners may order as much of the land to be 
ſold as is neceſſary for the payment of the arrears. MACHU PAC H 21 neee 
The commutſlioners of the county appoint the receivers of the county, 
and the collectors of the townſhips. Each commiſſioner is paid one 
dollar and a third for every day that he . his office: 
the aſſeſſors one dollar. 12 
The expence of the nent and-colleion- 4 Aeebenn es is 
eſtimated at ten thouſand dollars. The collectors are generally. paid five 
per cent on the collection. The treaſurer of the er RY PHE 
lar for every hundred pounds which he receives and pays. 
The law has proviſions for the exact levying of the taxes; en 
reſponſibility on the collectors and other officers ; — for 
neglect or fraud in the diſcharge of their duty. 5 
The ſtate, as I have obſerved, levies no new taxes. — — 
on marriages, taverns, and public ſales by authority, amounting annually 
from twelve to thirteen thouſand dollars. The legiſlature ſuppreſſed, in 
1795, the tax on carriages, and . w 
impoſed for the ſervice of the ſtatdre. 
Ae — nadebend 
thirty thouſand dollars; it conſiſts of the ſalary of the governor, the ſe- 
cretary and other officers of ſtate, and of the judges; the expence of 
the courts of circuit; the ſalary of the treaſurer and his clerks; the ex- 
pence of the office for the ſale of lands; the appointments of the mem- 
bers of the ſenate, and the houſe of repreſentatives ; — 
other civil officers; and the pay of ſome militia officers. 
I be revenues which, with the old duties, enable the 2 — 248 
for its expenditure without additional taxes, conſiſt in the intereſt of a 
capital accruing from the ſale of lands, for the moſt part placed in the 
banks. This capital amounts at preſent to one million five hundred 
thouſand dollars; a million of which is in the bank of Pennſylvania, 
and five hundred thouſand in that of the United States. Theſe 
ſums bear an intereſt according to the dividends of the reſpective 
| banks; 
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banks; but it may be ſtated. to be from nine to ten per cent. Arrears of 
duties, and arrears of purchaſe- money for the public lands, ſorm another 
branch of the revenue of the ſtate. The arrears of every kind come in 
very ſlowly. Several contradictory laws ſerve as an excuſe to the credi- 
tors of the ſtate for default of payment. Theſe are alſo protected by 
members of the legiſlature, who have a perſonal intereſt in the delay. 
The government of Pennſylvania is indeed unwilling to employ its force, 
eſpecially for the recovery of arrears. There are two inſtances which 
will ſufficiently ſhow the backwardneſs of the government to compel; the 
payment of the impoſts. There are ten auctioneers eſtabliſhed. at Phila- 
delphia for public ſales. Six of theſe have punctually paid the duties 
impoſed upon ſuch ſales; the other four have not even condeſcended, to 
give an account of their ſales. The law enjoins every man of eighteen 
years of age to ſerve as a militia - man; and impoſes a fine of a dollar every 
time that he is abſent, from the meeting of his regiment, and a. fine of 
twelve dollars per month ſor all the time that he is abſent when his. regi- 
ment is on ſervice. The defaulters are ſo numerous, that no other fund 
but the ſines due for offences are ſet aſide for the expence of the militia ; 
and the fines are ſo ill paid, that at preſent there is a deficiency of more 
than one hundred thouſand dollars. It is to be expected, however, that 
the ſtate will in future be more rigorous in the collection of its revenues; 
eee. and neee ee 
favourable than heretofore for its exerciſe. 414 
eee oe rn the 
Union for certain ſums advanced, and for which the Union is reſpon- 
ſible, amounted, in the beginning of 1797, by the ſtatement of the 
treaſury, to nine hundred and twenty - four thouſand; five hundred and 
forty-four dollars ſeven-tenths. Pennſylvania has alſo ſeveral other 
claims on the treaſury of the United States, for expences incurred on be- 
half of the Union. Sicc e el n ee e een ere e $423.64 ien 
» By the balance ſtruck by the commiſſioners of the congreſs, the. ſtate 
of Pennſylvania is debtor for; the ſum of ſe ven thouſand ſeven hundred 


and nine dalla. ⸗/½ 3à nee, 
g * 
Certain 
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ſtate and other public officers, have been "purchaſed by the legiſlature, 
and are become part of the public revenue. There are other duties at- 
tached as perquiſites to other officers, which the legiſlature will gradually, 
we Sid the "wy means, reſtore to the EN At 085 e ee, 


5 Laws RESPECTING THE SALE OF PUBLIC LAN b“. 
The laws that regulate the ſale of public lands are en better in 
Pennſylvania than in any other of the'ſtates, 1 
-» Before the revolution, the property of the lands ee to ag g- 
vernor; that is to ſay, to the family of William Penn. The congreſs 
of Pennſylvania paſſed a law in 1779, which transferred the property to 
the ſtate, giving the family of Penn, for indemnity, the ſum of a hun- 
dred and thirty thouſand pounds ſterling, and leaving them in poſſeſſion 
of the lands they poſſeſſed as their own proper eſtates. The lands which 
became the property of the ſtate were immenſe, They were various 
enormous tracts that William Penn and his heirs had purchaſed of the 
Indians ; parcels of which they ſold for their own profit. A law in 1781, 
which eſtabliſhed an office called the /and-9ffice, enjoined the poſſeſſors 
of warrants (which were orders from the ſurveyor- general of the ſtate to 
his deputy, to meaſure out a certain tract of land, and were a kind of 
evidence of the purchaſe of the eſtate), obtained under the old govern- 
ment, to bring them to the land- office, where they were annulled, if the 
purchaſe money had not been paid. In 1783, the aſſembly ſet. aſide a 
large tract of land in the weſt of its territory, and to the north of the 
Ohio, to be diſpoſed of, for certain billets which the troops of Perinſyl- 
vania had received during the war for their pay, and whoſe current value 
was greatly below the ſums for which they were iſſued. The billets were 
to be taken in payment for the lands at their nominal value; and theſe 
lands were called, and indeed continue to be known by the name of, 
Aepreciation lands. The aſſembly alſo ſet aſide another tract of land, to 
the north of thoſe I have juſt named, called donation lands, becauſe they 
. were 
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were to be given as a reward to the officers and ſoldiers of the militia of 
Pennſylvania, in certain portions, according to their rank. It was not, 
however, till 1785, that theſe lands were actually put up to fale ; and 
then they were put'up ſucceſſively, in various parcels, at different prices, 
and on different conditions. The acquiſitions made from the Indians in 
1788 were, by the nature of the lands, divided into two claſſes - thoſe 
to the weſt of the Allegany mountains were offered to fale for ten pounds 
for a hundred acres; thoſe to the eaſt of the mobi, being inferior in 
quality, for three pounds ten ſhillings. N 

The quantity of lands offered to ſale, and che ſcarcity or plenty of 
money, taken relatively, cauſed the price the aflembly of Pennſylvania 
put upon the land and even the conditions of ſale to fluctuate, inde- 
pendently of the quality of the land. Lots at one time amounted only 
to two hundred acres, while a prohibition exiſted to demand a warrant 
for more than two ſuch lots; afterwards lots were extended to a 
thouſand acres, without any reſtriction on the number that an in- 
dividual might acquire. The price has varied, from fourteen dollars 
for an hundred acres to twenty-ſix and fifty-three. ' In certain pur- 
chaſes, the billets of the ſtate were received in payment; in others, 
and particularly ſince the year 1793, they were not ſo. The laſt ſales to 
the north of the Ohio, and to the Weſt of the Allegany Mountains, were 
clogged with a condition, that the purchaſer ſhould clear the land, and en- 
cloſe and cultivate it, in the proportion of one acre for a hundred; erect a 
dwelling-houſe, and eſtabliſh a family, who ſhould refide five ſucceeding 
years there; and the quantity to be gurchaſed by an individual Was re- 
ſtricted to four hundred acres. 

If, on ſpots of the vaſt tracts of lands bought of the Indians, there Kits: 
pened to be inhabitants, _ law gave them the option of purchaſing the 
lots on which they dwelt. 

It was not till 1792, that the ſtate concluded the purchaſe of all the 
lands within its boundaries. In 1786, the ſtate purchaſed the country 
extending from the Mountains of Allegany to the Ohio, reaching as far as 
the forty-firſt degree. It ſtill remained to acquire the lands on its nor- 
thern boundary; and that purchaſe gyas concluded in 1792. 

Vor. II. 2Z 2 In 
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Ia 1794, the legiſlature finding that immenſe portions of the public 
lands had been fold. without their preciſe boundaries being deſcribed, and 


that the lands which remained in the hands of the ſtate were not ac- 


curately known, ſuſpended the ſales. And this law reflects great honour 


on the aſſembly of Pennſylvania; becauſe" it guarantees individuals from 


the injury which the avidity for the acquiſition of land made too com- 
mon; becauſe the uncertainty of the bounds of the lands that remained 
undiſpoſed of, often gave an opportunity of ſelling the lands of the ſtate 
twice, and thereby increaſed its revenue; and it is known, that the le- 
giſlatures of the other ſtates have” mot acted with the ſame delicacy in the 
ſame circumſtances. 

Although the laws of Pennſylvania reſpecting the ſale of lands have 
been in general framed with equity and wiſdom, abuſes relative to that 
ſubjeR have nevertheleſs been great and numerous, perhaps indeed more 
fo than in any of the other ſtates, on account of the immenſe quantity of 
lands on ſale, Speculations on the ſales of land bought from the public 
afford a ſubje& of gaming, common in almoſt all the ſtates. The wealth 
and rapacity of many of the inhabitants of Philadelphia inflamed this. 
diſorder in a particular manner in this ſtate. Men of fortune and in- 
fluence, acquainted with the proceedings of Congreſs for the payment of 
the paper currency, conſpired to diminiſh the value of that paper, and 
afterwards bought it up and gave it in payment for publie lands, at 
a profit of ten hundred and ſometimes thirty hundred per cent. The 
depreciation and the donation lands were fertile ann of their — 
tion. {it 
The titles of individuals to lands bought from the public, are more ſe⸗ 


cure in Pennſylvania than in any other of the ſtates, both becauſe the firſt 


purchaſes have been carefully recogniſed, and becauſe the Jand-office has 
developed all that relates to the titles to the public lands, with a myo 
of care, and a ſpirit of equity, no where elſe to be found. 

Complaints have been made within theſe laſt two or three years, that 


the affairs of the land- office are not conducted with ſo much attention 


and regularity as formerly; but the members of the legiſlature have never 
i deen 
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been reproached, as ſome other of the amm 
the ſale of lands and their conſequent miſchieſs. 

In the courſe of my journal, I have ſpoken dien that tons cd 
ed between the ſtates of Pennſylvania and Connecticut, concerning the 
property of conſiderable tracts of land on the Suſquehannah, between 
Wilkſbarre and Tioga. Theſe lands were finally adjudged to the ſtate of 
Pennſylvania ; and all appeal prohibited the ſtate of Connecticut. But 
theſe lands are filled with inhabitants who hold them by titles from Con- 
necticut, either by purchaſe, or ſimply by poſſeſſion; notwithſtanding 
which they are fold like the other public lands by the ſtate of Pennſyl- 
vania. Among the perſons Who hold theſe lands from Connecticut, 
many acquired them regularly, have been long in poſſeſſion, and, by the 
ſums given ſor them, and the labour expended on them, have made good 
their title, at leaſt in equity; but a much greater number hold theſe lands 
by leſs favourable titles. For three years paſt, the legiſlature of Pennſyl- 
vania has been backward to execute the judgments of the courts, eject- 
ing the poſſeſſors of theſe lands; and every day the number of uſurpa- 
tions augments ; ancient claims are multiplied, till the judgments of the 
courts can no longer be enforced without military aid. In the laſt ſeſſion, 
the houſe of repreſentativespaſled a vote, authorifing the governor to em- 
ploy the militia in that ſeryice ; but the ſenate negatived the propoſition. 
The motives of their negative are not very apparent, ſince, in the end, 
this meaſure muſt be adopted; and although, no doubt, it will create 
many diſcontents, yet, carried into execution with the juſtice and mo- 
deration from which the legiſlature will not depart, it will remove a 
leaven that continually affects the ſtateG. 

The diſputes in that quarter are not the only diſputes — the kind 
that have diſturbed Pennſylvania. There are others on the borders of 
the Ohio, which may occaſion conſiderable diſorders, without the pru- 
dent and timely interference. of the legiſlature. In 1792, the ſtate of 
Pennſylvania paſſed a law, to put up to ſale the lands to the north-weſt 
of the Ohio, in conſequence of which they-were divided into lots of four 


nen Patcnts necelinry to give a title to theſe lots, were to be 
| 22 2 obtained 
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obtained in two different ways;—firſt, by an engagement to ſettle imme- 
diately on the lot and in this manner many poor families acquired lots; 
and ſecondly, by an obligation to clear eight acres of the lot in two years; 
and many lots were bought by ſpeculators on theſe laſt terms. The 


price of the lot was cighty dollars in both caſes. In the firſt, it was to 
be paid in ten years, with intereſt, at the rate of fix per cent, after the 
firſt year; in the ſecond, it was to be paid within two years. In default 


of clearing eight acres within two years, the purchaſers on thoſe terms 
forfeited their title, and their lots were declared vacant, except in the 
caſe where the Indians, who were not in amity with the United States, 
prevented the clearing of the lands. The majority of ſpeculators Who 
bought lots on theſe terms did not clear the lands; and three thouſand 
poor families eſtabliſhed themſelves at different periods upon theſe lands 
which the law had declared vacant. The ſpeculators, availing them- 
ſelves of the war which took place with the Indians, although no incur- 
ſions were made on the lands in queſtion, at preſent aſſert their right 
to them, and ſue for the ejectment of the poor families who took poſſeſ- 
fion on the faith of the law. Theſe poor people. have come to a reſolu- 
tion to maintain the poſſeſſion by force. This is in itſelf an important 
circumſtance; and I ſpeak of it beſide, as a proof of the opinion I have 
frequently given in this journal, that the increaſe of the population in the 
United States renders it every day more difficult to the ſpeculators in 
land to preſerve their titles to the immenſe tracts ** poſſeſs, without 
clearing and cultivating them. 


THE GENERAL COMMERCE OF PENNSYLVANTA, AND THAT 
| OF PHILADELPHIA IN PARTICULAR. | 


There is no ſtate i in the union that Pas '4 extenſive; a commerce as 


that of Pennſylvania. This ſtate ſurniſhes productions for exportation in 


greater abundance than any other; and its exports, moreover, part of 


the productions of Virginia, Maryland, Delaware, Jerſcy, and. New 


York. There are, however, ſome & the productions of Pennſylvania 
Which 
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which are exported through Baltimore, by the Suſquehannah ; but the 
canal that will unite the Cheſapeak and the Delaware, and which can- 
not fail to be compleated, will reſtore that commerce to- Philadelphia, 
and with it a great portion of the produce of the eaſt part of Maryland: 

The exportation of Philadelphia, which is the only port of this ſtate, 
derived from Pennſylvania and the adjoining ſtates, are — charcoal, pot- 
made from Indian corn, wheat flour, biſcuits, tallow, candles, linſeed, 
linſeed oil, ſoap, potatoes, timber for building, ann the ſkins of 
deers and beavers, bark, and pigs of iron. 

Malt of theſe articles are brought to Philadelphia, down PE II 
or by land- carriage. There are very few brought down the Suſquehan- 
nah; for the fettlements on its banks. are very recent, and conſume nearly 
the whole of their produce; but when that country, and. the lands lying 
behind it, are more generally inhabited and cultivated, that large river, 
freed from obſtacles which at preſent injure; its navigation, will greatly 
increaſe the commerce of Philadelphia; 8 —— is no doubt r im- 
— change will ſpecdily be effected. | 

he produce of the country, however; forms a very „ ſinall part of the 
—.— of Philadelphia; which, trading with the whole world, re- 
exports, in immenſe e the produce and merchandize of * 
countries. 

The filings s table ebe che exports rom Philadol« 
mae 3 1791, 1792, 1708, 1794, 1795, 4 IOW 


Dollars. | 

1791,— 3,436, my nn 
17902,— 3,820,062. e 
1798,— 6,938,336. 

1794.— 6,043,890. 
1795,.—11, 318,200. 
1700.17.49, 141. 4g 
_ I.ſearcely think it neceſſary to repeat; that the immendd increaſe: in 


the. value of the exportation is principally owing to the increaſed value 
of. 


434.28; „ 


— — 5 
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of che articles; and to the war in Europe, which has cauſed a much 
greuter portion of the —— — m3 
America, chan formerly. e eh benen odo Het 105. 

The difference in the value avec ef Howe; one of the principal 
articles of che exportation of Philadelphia during the laſt fix years,” will 
fhew how fallacious it is to judge of the quantity of the article exported 
by che amount of its value. The price of the barrel of ſuperſine flour 

in 1790, was fix dollars twelve-thirteenths; in 1791, five dollars two- 
thirteenths; in 1792, five dollars two-thirteenths; in 1793, fix dollars 
two-thirteenths; in 1794, ſix dollars ten 'thirteeriths ;/ in 1795, twelve 
dollars; and in 1796, ten dollars. ——ͤ 0pm piece —— two 
ſhillings or half a cron leſs per barrel. S LE 0 
It is to be obſerved,” that the price of the Kiperfirie" flour varied in 
the ſame year auen us es and , — ws 4% * me- 
3 price of the year. Hedi 

Philadelphia, Which in 10 e ene ee and r e 
thouſand, one hundred and fiſty-ſeven barrels of flour, (that is to fay, 
nearly the fourth part of the exportation of the Whole union); exported 
two hundred and ninety- four thouſand and eleven barrels, in 1795; two 
hundred and ninety- nine thouſand two hundred and eighty- ſeven barrels, 
in 1794; four hundred and ſixteen thouſand fix hundred and twenty-one 
barrels, in 1793; four hundred and thirty-three thouſand nine hundred 
and ſixty- eight barrels, in 1792; three hundred and fifteen thouſand 
ſeven hundred and eighty-five barrels, in 1791. Theſe were barrels of 
ſuperfine flour; the exportation of the ſecond flour never exceeded five 
thouſand barrels; in 1796, the exportation of ſecond flour amounted only 
to one thouſand ſeven hundred and nimety-eight barrels. I have taken 
theſe details from the books of the ſurveyor. 

In 1765, the exportation of ſuperſine flour was one hundred and forty- 
eight thouſand eight hundred and eighty-ſeven barrels; two hundred 
and fifty-two thouſand ſeven hundred and fourty-four barrels, in 1771; 
two hundred and eighty-four thouſand eight hundred and ſeventy-two 
barrels, in 1772; two hundred and ſixty- five thouſand nine hundred 


ora in 1778; two hundred and one thouſand three 


hundred 
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hundred and five'barrels, in 1784; one hundred and ninety· thtee thou- 
ſand ſeven hundred and twenty barrels, in 1787; - from which ſtate- 
ment it will be ſeen, that the exportation of flour was not greatly in- 
creafed during twenty-two years. The exportation of wheat has even 


greatly diminiſhed, owing to the number of mills erected in Pennſyl- 
vania' and the neighbouring ſtates, and there has been no material in- 
2 nr ae ee gg, 44 1 
tothe two laſt years. | 

—— —ů bl 
here fubjoin a table of the principal articles, both foreign and the pro- 
duce of the country, of its exportation in 1796, and the different-ports 
to which they were configned. This ſtatement is taken from the cuſ- 
tom-houſe books. I would gladly have given the computed value of 
every article; but that would have required the examination of a mul- 
titude of entries, and more time than could be n dn > 
ee . 


"© Table of the principa AO OY exported from Philadelphia in yo. 


Artieles of Merchandize. * _ Quantities. 


Charcoal — — — tons 10 
Beer, cyder, and porter, . gallons — 1,010. 
Ditto, 1 ee — dozens 14,345. 
Beef — — — barrels =.  __ 1 6,860- 
QED ſ ditto — 13 
Biſeune - CEP? NL os dr ditto 0,010 
Butter — pounds - 157,470 
Bricks — - number = 109,400 
Indian- corn - =» - buſhels _ 179,004 
Cheeſe 5 - - pounds — 245,332 
Candles al 4 —ditto 18383874 
Fur — — - barrels — 195,157 


— 


Atticles of Merchandizee. 
| 1 . «4 #* * 1 unt, 
Rye flour ht. 


* 24 


nee 
- - 


Flour of Indian- corn 


Potatoes II 
Rice = : | - 
Linſeed oil - 


Train oil 


#:Tallow r 


Tobacco 
Nimber = 


Staves, heads of . Ke. 


Planks 1 
Bark 4 
Coffee 
Coca 
Gotton _ is... 
Indigo n 


Wrought iron and del 


Sundry merchandize 


0 ice . "N 
Spirituous liquors 
Sugar - 


Wine af 
Ditto in bottles 


1 
13 - 
. - 


gallons | 


— 


ditto * 
ditto 


value in dollars 


pounds 2 


bhogſheads 


- 
- P — 


„ine in i 


pounds = 
ditto * 
ditto U hg 
ditto 2 
value in dollars 
ditto . 
pounds > 
value in dollars 


| gallons — 


pounds * 
buſhels Þ 


pounds 1 


ditto Fa 
ditto. * 
gallons i 
dozens *. 


e hart 


109 ee ,v eee 


A 12,029 | 


50,614 


223,064 
90,004 
6,268 
37,726 
7,782 © 
47,718 
383,850 
251,134 
3,437 
2,459,016 
1,262,150 + 
1,628,516 
106,969 


* 21,002,300 f 


161,120 
911,323 
99,200 
36,240 
2,822,800 
244,552 
116,086 
170,889 
12,969,916 
4,496 
2,260 
3,130 
16,210 
612,883 
29,225 


Names 


— 


BY THE DUKE DE LA KoENEFOUGKDET Erne. 369 


e bs — 7 e eee eee 

b 27 An ile t ia 
Naas er! the Places to which the A cle 2 * Philadelphia in 
1796 were configned,” together with the Value in Dollars oa the whole 


n ede 


Dolls. 
. Sweden and St, Barthelemy 0 - 411,408 ; 
Denmark, and the Daniſh Antilles - -- 787,87 
United Proyinces = - - 1,824,275 | 
5 Dutch Antilles 2 = 184,828 * 
England e331 "1% — - _ 4,109,011 
Ireland i 2 21) R648 
 .,Englih Antilles - - — 760,274 
ä Engliſh Colonies in North America. - 49,380 
Gibraltar - 33,366 
Newfoundland =) — 215063 
Hamburg, Bremen, and the Hanſeatic Cities, 2,081,232 
France - - = 8 913,880 # | 
French Antilles - - - - 3,250,584 
Iſſands of France and of Bourbon — 20,967 
Spain hr” 15 eee 
| Spaniſh Antilles - . . > 
Florida and Louifiana - - = 280,651 
Portugal - - - - 12,892 
Fayal | | 14,070 _ 
Madeira . - - 4 111,28 
Tenerife 1 P* „ "_ 
Ports of Italy - SHUT pn Lo 521,904 
. Eaft Indies — 
wh e =s Ri On 76 


17,549,141 75.5 * 
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The following is a ſtatement of the duties paid at the cuſtom-houſe 
of Philadelphia, during five years preceding the date of the table. 


1791, 780,141 dollars. 
1792,.—1, 139,613 ditto. 
1793,—1,928,052 ditto. 
1794,.—2, 001, 226 ditto. 
1795, —2,961,204 ditto. 
And for the two firſt quarters of 1796,—1,886,091 ditto. 


\ 


This ſtatement will not give a perfect idea of the value of the topor- 
tations, becauſe the duties vary in every ſpecies of merchandize ; but 
when we find in the report of the ſecretary of the treafury of the United 
States, that the total receipt of the duties on tonnage, and the taxes on 
importation and exportation, for the year 1795, amounted to five mil- 
hon ſix hundred and ſeventy-nine thouſand four hundred and eighteen 
dollars; and ſee that thoſe of the port of Philadelphia alone, for the 
ſame year, amounted to two million nine hundred and fixty-one thou- 
ſand two hundred and four dollars, an idea may be formed of the im- 
menſe ſhare Philadelphia has in the commerce of the United States. 

The following is a ſtatement of the veſſels that arrived at, and ſailed 
from the port of Philadelphia, for the laſt year 1706. 


Arrived at Philadelphia. Sailed from Philadelphia. 
Veſſels of three maſts 199 - 184 
Brig. — 436 - 484 
Shalops 594 — 633 
Sloops - - 3096. — 382 
Total, 1625 1683 


The number of veſſels that arrived at Philadelphia in 1795, was leſs 
by fifty than in 1790 ; but the number that failed from that port in- 
1795, was more by fixty-ſix. This difference was owing to the capture 
of American veſſels by privateers from the Weſt India Iſlands. 

| Ih: 


BY THE DUKE DE LA ROCHEFOUCAULT LIANCOURT. 371 


In 1788, the veſſels that arrived at Philadelphia were no more than fix 
hundred and fifty-three, of which only ninety-three were veſſels of three 
maſts. ds 4 

The articles of importation at Philadelphia are ſpread, not only 
through Pennſylvania, and the ſtates which furniſh the articles of its ex- 
portation, but alſo through Kentucky, the back ſettlements of Virginia, 
and North Carolina, although theſe countries do not ſend any of their 
produce to Philadelphia. I refer my reader to what I have ſaid on this 
ſubject in the account of my journey through the Southern States. | 

Freights at Philadelphia are from eighteen to twenty-two dollars per 


ton, for moſt of the articles ſent to Europe. They are from one to two 


dollars higher for coffee, ſugar, and cotton. Freights to India are from 
twenty-two to forty-four dollars, becauſe the cargo is chiefly ſpecie ; from 
India, they are from cighty-ſix to eighty-eight dollars. Freights to and 
from the Ifle of France are forty dollars. Theſe are the prices of the cur- 
rent year; and vary as freights are more or leſs plentiful. At preſent 
they are from two to three per cent higher than they were three years 
ſince, becauſe there has been a decreaſe in the ſhipping. I ſhall con- 
clude what I have to fay relative to the commerce of Philadelphia, by 
the following table of the rate of inſurance at that port for the years 
1795, 1796, and 1797. 


3 A2 


372. . 


Rate of — in the Port of Philadelphia, for the Years 1 795, 1796, and 1797. 


\ TRAVELS N NORTH AMERICA, 


"fe 5 | "TE 8 
| — — . & * — Qu 
562 wear . 2285 85 
© STS S5 SE 8 8 0 38. 
188871 8. 5 A 8 S 5 
e e 
Fs ; 4 "REIT 2 Fa . "We? © 22 8 2 
10 Hamburg, Bremen, an 01. TORT Yn DEN 
other neutral Ports, not | | + 2 | : 
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to Hol lane nn 4 to 5 41 to 6 34 3 a 
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_ Theſe rates of inſurance are for neutral veſſels, bound ** Philadel- 
ohis, and conſigned only to one port. They are calculated for the voyage 
out merely, and are generally the ſame for the voyage home; except” 
when the veſſel is infured at the ſame time both going and returning, 
when ſome abatement is made. The rate is higher, of courſe, when the 
veſſel has to touch at ſeveral ports, becauſe of the additional riſk. It is 
higher alſo in voyages to the Baltic, and ports of the north, during-wins 
ter; and, for the ſame reaſon, in voyages to the Weſt India Iſlands, from 
the firſt of Auguſt to the firſt of November. It is higher alſo for veſſels 
which would not, on a ſcrutiny, by their papers, 22 the nature of their 
cargoes, prove to be neutral. 

Towards the end of 1793, and in 1704. the rate of 1 was 
higher than in 1795 and 1796, becauſe American veſſels were at that 
time captured by the Engliſh. It was lowered by the ſubſequent treaty. 
with England; and has again riſen, ſince the French in their turn cap- 
tured American veſſels; and particularly in voyages to the Weſt Indies; 
becauſe captures there are frequent, and are authoriſed by the govern» 
ments of the ſeveral iſlands, while it is believed that the few American. 
veſſels captured by the French in Enropean 9 taken without ths 
authority of the French Government. 

The rate of men is nearly the ſame in the different ports of the 
United States. 

The building of a veſſel at Philadelphia coſts, according to its tonnage, 
from eighteen to twenty-two dollars per ton at the time ſhe is launched. 
The price is increaſed in proportion as there is more holm-oak or cedar 
put into the veſſel. The fails and rigging of a veſſel of three hundred 
tons will coſt about forty dollars per ton. Theſe. prices, however, have 
riſen. thirty per cent within the laſt three years. It is univerſally ac- 
knowledged, that veſſels built at Philadelphia. are better than thoſe of 
any other port of the United States. They are more ſound, better finiſh» 
ed, and the ornaments are handſomer; and they will laſt, upon an ave- 
rage, from four to five years longer than the veſſels of the north. Moſt of 
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the large veſſels built at Wen have their principal timber of holm- 
oak. 

The quality of flour, vot-aſh, and in a of all articles deſigned for 
exportation, is here more carefully attended to than at any other port. 
In a word, although Philadelphia is at the diſtance of one hundred and 
fifty miles from the ſea, and the navigation of the Delaware interrupted 
for one month or two months, and ſometimes more, in every year, it 
may be reckoned as the moſt conſiderable port of the United States. It 

contains the greateſt number of wealthy merchants, and affords the moſt 
ready market for the ſale of productions. 

As to the manner in which commerce is conducted by the merchants 
of Philadelphia, what I have to fay of the general commerce of the 
United States will be applicable to it, and perhaps in a particular manner, 
becauſe the commerce of Philadelphia is on a larger ſcale, ſpeculations 
are more extenſive, the mode of living more extravagant, and the paſſion 
for acquiring ſudden wealth greater there than in any other of the Ame- 
rican markets. | | | 


BANKS AT PHILADELPHIA, 


There are three banks at Philadelphia; the firſt is the bank of the 
United States, which, by its conſtitution, is obliged to follow the ſeat of 
government. I ſhall enter into ſome detail on this bank when I come to 
ſpeak generally of the United States. The other two are—the bank of 
Pennſylvania, and that of North America, 

The bank of Pennſylvania was incorporated in 1793, by a law of the 
ſtate. Its capital is three millions of dollars, divided into ſeven thouſand 
five hundred ſhares of four hundred dollars each. The ſhares were 
bought by individuals, or companies, the ſtate not reſerving any ſhare, or 
the power of acquiring any, except by ſubſcription in the manner of in- 
dividuals. This bank receives depoſits; and diſcounts at one-half per cent 
per month. It cannot ſell any thing but the public funds, or effects that 
have fallen into its hands for advances. It cannot buy any thing but gold 

or 
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or ſilver in bullion; or the ſhares of its on corporation, which it muſt 
never buy below par, nor in a greater quantity than fifty at a time. It 
cannot lend to the government of the United States more. than fifty 
thouſand dollars. No greater loan can be made but in conſequence of 
an expreſs law. It cannot circulate, either by its own notes, or by diſ- 
count, or otherwiſe, more than three millions of dollars, 

The law incorporating this bank, enjoins all the receipts of the ſtate to 
be depoſited in it. Of twenty-five directors that form its adminiſtration, 
fix are nominated by the legiſlature, and the other nineteen by the pro- 
pnetors of its ſtock. Eleven go out annually by rotation. A return of 
the general ſituation of the bank is to be made annually to the legiſla- 
ture, to be ſubmitted to its examination ; but the legiſlature cannot de- 
mand an inſpection of the accounts of individuals; and the little de- 
pendence this bank has on the government, and the fidelity of its tranſ- 
actions, have placed it high. in the public confidence. Its dividends are 
from eight to nine per cent, although a conſiderable ſurplus is prudently 
accumulated. Shares in this bank bear at preſent a premium of twenty- 
five and thirty per cent. 

The bank of North America is s of an older date, the act under which 
it was incorporated having paſſed in 1787. It was at firſt eſtabliſhed in 
1782, but was diſſolved in 1784. This bank may extend its capital to 
two millions of dollars; and has the privilege of making laws, by a court 
of its own proprietors and its twelve directors, for its adminiſtration. But 
it is bound by the ſame rules in its ſales and purchaſes as the bank of 
Pennſylvania. As the legiſlature, however, has placed no other reſtric- 
tion on this bank, and it is ſtill more independent of the government 
than the Bank of Pennſylvania, its character is very great. It is called 
The Quakers Bank, becauſe the greater part of its original ſubſcribers were 
Quakers; its directors are in general of the ſame body; and it is the bank 
at which thoſe people generally keep their caſh. Its dividends are from 
ſeven to eight per cent. The price of original ſhares, which was a 
hundred dollars for each, bears a premium of forty-five per cent; and it is 


very ſeldom that a ſhare is to be fold. In 1791, this bank lent one 
, ; hundred! 
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hundred and ſixty thouſand dollars to the ſtate of Pennſylvania, on the 
ſecurity of its public funds, and for one year only”; the ſum was PRONE 


ally repaid. * 
THE CITY OF PHILADELPHIA—ITS HOSPITALS, MARKETS, &c. 


| _ Philadelphia is not only the fineſt city of the United States, but may 

indeed be deemed one of the moſt beautiful cities in the world. It cer- 
tainly is not ornamented with noble and antique edifices, like many of 
the cities of Europe; nor are the*public buildings, with the exception of 
the ſtate-houſe, remarkable cither for the beauty of their architecture or 
their magnitude; but the houſes are all built of fine brick, and have a 
Pleaſing appearance of ſimplicity and neatneſs. Many of them are de- 
corated at their baſe, and round their windows, with a white marble 
Lghtly veined, which is found a few miles from the city, near the Schuyl- 
kill, and have flights of ſteps of the ſame marble. The ſtreets are wide, 
and are generally planted with trees, and have very commodious pave- 
ments. The fountains that ſupply the city with water are in great num 
bers, and indeed exceed any think of that nature in Europe. We have 
nothing to regret here but the want of noble ſquares; nor any conſider- 
able nuiſance to complain of but the burial places, whach are often in the 
moſt crowded parts of the city. 

This nuiſance is indeed a very ſerious evil; and it cantiat be doubted, 
is the cauſe of much ſickneſs in a city, where the heat of the ſum- 
mer is ſo great for three months as at Philadelphia, It has been in 
agitation to prohibit burial places in the city; but the matter has never 
been treated with the deciſion that the importance of the ſubject requires. 

The narrowneſs of the quays is another cauſe of the unhealthineſs of 
this city, and is one which it will be more difficult to remove than the 
former. This defect cannot be remedied, but at the expence of an entire 
ſtreet extending along the river, and crowded with the counting-houſes 
and warehouſes of the merchants. This ſtreet is not to be found in the plan 
traced by Penn, which was exactly followed as far as it extended. But the 
city is increaſed on the borders of the Delaware, both to the right and 

| left. 
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left. The buildings at firſt extended beyond the ground which he mark- 
ed out between the Delaware and the Schuylkill ; but the increaſe of- 
commerce gave a new direction to buildings of late years; ſo that the city, 
although large, does not occupy half the ground between the two rivers, 
and it is not probable that it will extend farther towards the Schuylkill. 
The preſent population of Philadelphia amounts to ſeventy thouſand 
inhabitants. | 

I ſhall endeavour to avoid the repeating of circumſtances relative to 
this city that are known to every one. Its priſons are the only public 
eſtabliſhments which are ſuperior to the ſame kind in France and Eng- 
land ; its hoſpitals, libraries, colleges, literary and philoſophical ſocieties, 
are inferior to thoſe of the old world, and indeed muſt long continue to 
be ſo; but if we conſider how few years have paſſed ſince this city was 
founded, and how till ſhorter the ſpace of time is ſince Pennſylvania, 
with the other ſtates, became free, and was therefore able to employ all 
its reſources, we ſhall be ſarpriſed at the degree of improvement we find 
in Philadelphia; and it ought not to be concealed, that the diſpoſition of 
the inhabitants tends to facilitate the progreſs of the arts and ſciences ; 
which, however, with every advantage, demand time to biting them to 
perfection. Neither ought it to be overlooked, that the Quakers are, in 
every part of the ſtate, the moſt ſteady and zealous promoters of every 
plan for the public happineſs. Their influence at Philadelphia is greater 
than in other parts, becauſe of their numbers. They are calculated to 
amount from one thouſand fix hundred to one thouſand ſeven hundred 
families in that city. | 

The majority of the governors of the hoſpital of Pennſylvania are 
Quakers. The economy of this hoſpital is not, however, ſo perfect as 
we ſhould expect. The patients are too much mingled together. There 
are ſix of the phyſicians of Philadelphia who attend the hoſpital gratm- 
touſly. Two of theſe attend together, and make but two viſits in the 
week. They take this office by turns, two being changed every two 
months. There are two pupils reſiding in the houte, who fee the pre- 
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ſcriptions adminiſtered; and it is very ſeldom that any of the ſick have 
the aid of the phyſicians, except on the viſiting days. I ſpeak of poor 

patients, who are admitted gratis; for the funds of this hoſpital are ſo 
| ſmall, that many of the patients are obliged to pay the phyſician, and 
theſe the phyſicians viſit when ſent-for. | 
In 1775, the hoſpital received ſeventy patients gratis; but, although 
its revenues are not diminiſhed ſince that period, the increaſe of the price. 
of proviſions, and of the wages of the perſons employed in the hoſpital, 
is ſo great, that at preſent it can take no more than thirty patients gratis. 
The reſt, to the number of ſixty-one, pay to be admitted in the follow- 
ing proportions—from three to four dollars per week for a place in the 
common room; ſix dollars for a room with more than one bed; and 
eight dollars for a room apart from others ; the two laſt claſſes moreover 
pay the phyſician. 

Inſane perſons are taken into this weed They were formerly have | 
m apartments under ground ; but at preſent they are in a new building, 
which is ſpacious and airy. The degree of liberty they are allowed, and 
the cleanlineſs of their apartments, daily increaſes the number of thoſe 
who leave the hoſpital cured. The economy of this part of the hoſpital 
is indeed admirable ; two years ſince it was a ſubject of diſguſt. 

Dr. Rus, one of the phyſicians of whom I made inquiries concerning 
the cauſes which brought patients of this kind to the hoſpital, attributed 
one half to the exceſſive drinking of ſpiritous liquors; a fourth to devo- 
tion; and a ſmaller portion to love. It is to be ſuppoſed that theſe ob- 
ſervations were accurate, as they were made from an examination of the 
- books of the hoſpital. That part which concerns the exceſſive drinking 
of ſpiritous liquors is confirmed by daily experience. It is a common 
caſe, for a man, after ſuch an exceſs, to be ſeveral days ſucceſſively in 
a ſtate of inſanity; which very rarely happens from exceſſive drinking 
of wine. The madneſs occaſioned by religion is moſt frequent amongſt 
ſects whoſe dogmas are extravagant, and who affect their diſciples more 
with terror than with hope. The derangement proceeding from love is 


more 
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more frequent with the women than the men ; and the patients of that 
claſs are chiefly girls betrayed or deſerted by their lovers. The number 
of inſane- patients, the laſt time I viſited the hoſpital, was forty-five. 

Dr. Ruth 4s one of the moſt celebrated phyſicians in Philadelphia. He 
is reproached with an extreme partiality for bleeding ; and it is certain 
that he is by no means ſparing of the practice. He is alſo accuſed of 
being wedded to ſyſtem; but this reproach is more likely to proceed 
from the envy common in Philadelphia, as in other places, than any. 
other cauſe. Dr. Ruſh has certainly more practice than any other phy- 
ſician in Philadelphia; he is a man of talent, and one of the beſt inform- 
ed men in America. Both his writings and actions prove that he has 
the welfare of the human race at heart. His zeal and courage during 
the prevalence of the yellow fever, were not to be ſubdued by danger 
or difficulty. In 1792, he nearly fell a victim to that terrible ſcourge.. 
A work which he wrote on that diſeaſe met with many opponents,. eſpe- 
cially among perſons of his own profeſſion. Dr. Ruſh. publiſhed a letter 
in 1790, recommending the ſuppreſſing of the pumſhment of death; 
and the happy reſult of the change in that reſpe& in the criminal code 
of Pennſylvania, is ſufficient proof of the wiſdom of his ſpeculation. 
There are other political papers of Dr. Ruſh, abounding with beneficent 
and valuable ſentiments. 

The alms- houſe is as little to be commended for the nature as its ma- 
nagement as the hoſpital. Its economy is not influenced by thoſe ex- 
tenſive views, which in a great ſtate ought. to have a principal ſhare in the 
aid given to the poor. N 
IT he principal market of Philadelphia excites the attention of every 

foreigner. It is a long building, conſtructed of brick, and ſupported by 

pillars of brick. The alleys are paved. It ſtands in the large ſtreet which 
| ſeparates the north and ſouth quarter of the city. Here are to be found. 
all ſorts of proviſions; butcher-meat, poultry, vegetables, &c.—flowers,. 
roots, and trees are alſo ſold in this market. As proviſions are fold. no 
where but in this, and three or, four markets in other parts of the city, this 
market is greatly crowded for three or four hours in the morning; but. 


3B 2 although: 


* 


380 N TRAVELS IN NORTH AMERICA, 


although the paſſages ſometimes are almoſt choked up with people, the 
noiſe is very inconſiderable. Every one makes his market with little or 
no diſpute ; proviſions are ſo abundant, and the venders ſo numerous, 


that the purchaſer who is diſſatisfied has but a ſtep or two to make to 


conſult his caprice, or to endeavour to make a better bargain. The pro- 
digious quantity of proviſions of all ſorts in this market begets no offen- 
ſive ſmell ; the tables are ſcraped and waſhed every day, and the paſſages | 
are kept thoroughly clean. One is at firſt aſtonithed to ſee ſuch perfect 
.cleanlineſs, where there are ſo many almoſt unavoidable cauſes of filth. 

A great quantity of the proviſions ſold at Philadelphia is brought ſixty 
miles; it is conveyed in covered waggons that arrive in the night. The 
horſes areſunharneſſed, and ſtand round the carts, with hay before them, 
which the farmer always brings with him, to fave expences at the 
inns. Sometimes there are more than a hundred of theſe waggons ftand- 
ing at the upper part of the ſtreet in which the great market is ſituated, 
Sometimes the farmers retail their proviſions themſelves, from their carts, 
which bring veal, pork, poultry, game, butter, and cheeſe, as well as ar- 
ticles of agriculture, and even the products of induſtry. 

Jerſey furniſhes the markets of Philadelphia with many articles, particu- 
larly hams, poultry, butter, and vegetables. It is a pleaſing object, to ſee 
the perfect order that prevails in the markets; and it is worthy of regard, 
that the whole proceeds from the diſpoſition of the people, for the public 
police never has occaſion to interfere in theſe places. I am compelled to 
own, however, that having paſſed three winters in Philadelphia, I have 
perceived a gradual change taking place in this reſpect, and alſo in the 
tranquillity that formerly reigned at night in the ſtreets. In 1794, it was 
uncommon to encounter any body at night, and ſtill more to hear any 
noiſe after eleven o'clock. The noiſe in the ſtreets continues now till a 
much later hour. Philadelphia is, indeed, departing very widely from 
ſimplicity of manners. 

This city, being at a great diſtance from the ſea, is ill provided with 
fiſh. Rock ſiſi, which is a long fiſh with very white fleth, and does not 
reſemble any fiſh of Europe that I know, is the only one that is to be 

| tound 
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found tliroughout the year at Philadelphia. The epicures, however, cauſe 
2 variety of fiſh. to be brought from New York. 

Tuc rent of the ſhops in the market-place is one of the revenues of the 
city, and produces about eight thouſand dollars. The other revenues of 
the city are a tax upon taverns, a tax upon quays, and a tax on n property 
of the ſame kind as that laid in the counties. 

The amount of theſe taxes varies with circumſtances; the principal 
lource of their increaſe is the conſtruction of public buildings. The taxes 
of the city of Philadelphia in 1790, amounted to ſixteen thouſand eight 
hundred dollars; in 1793, to twenty thouſand three hundred and thirty- 
two dollars; in 1794, to twenty-nine thouſand five hundred dollars; in 
1795, to twenty- eight thouſand fix hundred dollars. They were leſs in 
1706 and in 1797 ; but I do not know the exact amount of theſe years. 

Some judgment may be formed of the immenſe increaſe of wealth in 
Philadelphia by the rapid increaſe of the computed value of articles ſub- 
ject to taxation. In 1790, it amounted to ninety-eight million fix hun- 
dred and ſeventy- four thouſand and fixty dollars; and in 1795, to one 
hundred million five hundred and thirty thouſand ſeven hundred and 
thirteen dollars. In 1797, it exceeded that computation by more than 
two millions of dollars; the computation being throughout made upon 
the ſame principles. The quantity of articles ſubject to taxation increaſ- 
ing rapidly in this city, as it alſo does throughout the whole ſtate, and 
the expences of the city continually decreaſing, becauſe they have been 
heretofore greatly augmented by the conſtruction of public edifices, 
bridges, &c. the impoſts, already low, muſt neceſſarily decreaſe. 

There is no city of the United States where articles of conſumption _ 
are to be found in ſuch great abundance as at Philadelphia, even to almoſt 
all articles of laxury. Many thops are as well furniſhed as thoſe of Paris 
or London. The tradeſmen are polite and obliging ; and not at all preſſ- 
ing for their money, when they are aſſured of the ſolvency of their 
cuſtomers, at leaſt I have found it ſo. The workmen are expert; but, 
as they can earn a great deal, they do not labour with the ſame con- 
ſtancy as workmen in Europe, and frequently make a purchaſer wait long 


for 
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for the execution of an order. Every thing in America, more particu- 
larly at Philadelphia, is much dearer. than in Europe. A workman, 
hired by the day, receives a dollar per day, beſides his board; the wages 
of ordinary domeſtics, who are for the moſt part negroes, are from ten 
to twelve dollars per month, beſides board and waſhing. A female ſer- 
vant, of the moſt ordinary kind, has a dollar per week. Board is from 
eight to twelve dollars per week, without wine, fire, or candles. The 
rent of tne ſmalleſt houſe, in a remote part of the city, is three hundred 
dollars per annum; the rent of large houſes, in good fituations, is from 
two thouſand five hundred to three thouſand dollars. Beef coſts from 
ten to thirteen pence per pound; and a couple of fowls often more than 
a dollar. Other things are in the ſame proportion. The value of the 
ground in Philadelphia differs according to its ſituation ; it is ſold by the 
fect in front, according to its depth. A piece of ground of one hundred 
and fifty feet depth, in the moſt frequented part of the city, brings 
from one hundred and eighty dollars to two hundred and ſixty per 
foot. At the end of ſtreets not compleated, they aſk only from twenty- 
four ta thirty dollars per foot; and betwen theſe extreme ſituations 
the medium price is from one hundred to one hundred and twenty 
dollars. 2.59 

Of the lands in the vicinity of Philadelphia, thoſe in the plain are 
ſandy and ſteril, the hills near the Schuylkill are ſandy and full of 
ſtones, although a little ſtronger. But the badneſs of the lands does 
not prevent their ſelling for a high price, as they are almoſt entirely 
engroſſed for country houſes by the wealthy inhabitants of the city: 
Their price is from one hundred and fifty to one thouſand two hun- 
dred dollars per acre, including the buildings, according to their ſitua- 
tion and other circumſtances. To the ſouth of the. city the land, lying 
between the Delaware and the Schuylkill, having been formerly co- 
vered with water, is a fine ſoil from twenty to twenty-five feet in 
depth, but always very wet. It produces a natural graſs. of the beſt 
quality in great abundance, being enriched by the mud left from the 
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overflowing of the rivers; and might be greatly improved by being 
drained, but this is not done for the want of hands. It 1s ſeldom that 
cſtates are to be ſold in the neighbourhood of Philadelphia, the proprie- 
tors being tempted to keep them in their hands by their conſtant en- 
creaſe in value ; and they are very rarely let to tenants for more than a 
year or two years. The graſs-lands are generally uſed to fatten oxen; 
their rent is from twenty-four to twenty-cight dollars per acre. Lands 
that bear Indian corn, grain, and potatocs, are let at the ſame price. 


MANNERS OF THE PEOPLE OP PHILADELPHIA. 


Philadelphia is univerſally accuſed of poſſeſſing leſs hoſpitality than 
any other city in the United States; and it may be allowed to deſerve 
this reproach. The excuſe of the inhabitants is, the great concourſe 
there 1s always here of ſtrangers, who would too greatly occupy the time 
of their hoſts if too much encouragement were given to viſits. The 
true reaſon is, the inceſſant attention that is paid in Philadelphia, more 
than in any other part of the world, to the accumulation of wealth ; 
which paſſion is not diminiſhed even by the poſſeſſion of the greateſt 
fortune. To mend his circumſtances is the predominant idea of every 
man in this country. This mercantile notion, of neceſſity, confines 
within himſelf the man whom it influences; and gives him no time nor 
taſte for the pleaſures of ſociety. What is juſtly called foc:ety does not 
exiſt in this city. The vanity of wealth is common enough. The rich 
man loves to ſhew the ſtranger his ſplendid furniture, his fine Engliſh 
glaſs, and exquiſite china. But when the ſtranger has once viewed the 
parade in a ceremonious dinner, he is diſmiſſed for ſome other new- 
comer, who has not yet ſeen the magnificence of the houſe nor taſted 
the old madeira that has been twice or thrice to the Eaſt Indies. And 
then, a new face 1s always more welcome than an old one to him why 
has little to ſay to cither. 

The real ſtate of ſociety at IIS? is included in invitations to 
, | Stent N 
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great dinners, and tea, to all who arrive from Furope—Engliſh, Nennt 
inhabitants of every country, men of every claſs and of every kind of 
character, philoſophers, prieſts, literati, princes, dentiſts, wits, and idiots. 
And the next day the idolized ſtranger is not known in the ſtreet, ex- 
cept he be wealthy, eſpecially in money; when, indeed, the politeneſs 
of the citizens of Philadelphia continues to exiſt as long as the ſtranger 
can purchaſe eſtates, and even beyond that term, for the homage paid to 
wealth is a worſhip in which all ſes unite. 

To the ordinary defects of ſociety in Philadelphia, is to be added the 
intemperance of politics. The Engliſh influence * in the firſt 
circles; and prevails with great intolerance. 

Perſons of wealth here, who careſſed the agents of Robeſpierre, when 
that monſter extirpated all the worth his power could each, are the 
avowed enemies of France, now that her government inclines to mild- 
neſs and humanity. It is not to be denied that the American commerce 
has ſuffered greatly from French privateers; and we cannot therefore be 
ſurprized, either at the ill humour of the merchants of Philadelphia, or 
their mode of expreſſing it. 

Having given this ſketch of the temper of the people of Philadelphia, 
I am compelled to fay, however correct it may be, that many families 
are to be found who form exceptions, and are neither tainted with the 
general vices of this place nor inflamed with the preſent ſpirit of party. 
What I have ſaid is without ill will. I have no perſonal complaint to 
make. But I ſpeak without reſerve : for why ſhould I write, if it were 
not to communicate truth ? 

© Before all thoſe to whom I feel myſelf indebted for their kindneſs, 
J have to place the family of CHRRwW. BEN IAMINV CHEW, the head of 
this reſpectable family, who is a man in years, unites to an underſtanding, 
naturally penetrating and lively, great information, an amiable temper, a 
noble generoſity, and the ſimpleſt. of manners. His large family is uni- 
verſally eſteemed; and in no quarter of the world is there any one more 
eſtimable. I was received by him as a brother ; and my heart is filled 
with ſentiments of eſteem, gratitude, and love for him, that will go with 


me 
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me to the grave ; and I hopes will uber ene Rs ca- 
timents in this place. 


To name every one from whom 1 oi 00 4 of kindne@s 
would be to treſpaſs too much on my reader; and I muſt be 2 
with indulging myſelf with a remembrance of their friendſhißßp. 

Notwithſtanding the defective ſtate of ſociety in Philadelphia, this ah. 
is perhaps the moſt agreeable of the United States for a foreigner. The 
reſidence of the members of Congreſs will enable him to gather informa- 
tion on the different parts of this intereſting” country; and, in fact, to 
travel through its different ſtates with great advantage to his enquiries. 
Although in Philadelphia, as throughout America, no one is ſufficiently 
free from employment to give himſelf wholly to letters or the ſciences, 
this city contains, more tan any other, perſons who cultivate them, and 
whoſe ſociety is extremely intereſting when thoſe ſubjects are diſcuſſed. 
There is a philoſophical ſociety here, and a large and valuable library. 
There is alſo a muſeum which has an almoſt complete collection of 
the minerals and animals of North America. This 'fine collection is 
the property of Mr. PzaLs. His intelligence, and indefatigable in- 
duſtry for twenty years in the forming this collection, have ſupplied 
the want of means that a more ample fortune would have readily 
nm nnn from n i 
vernment. 4; 

The munten and W of Philadelphia, on great In at- "eu _ 
of the wealthy, in their equipages, and the dreſſes of their wives and 
daughters, are, as I have obſerved, extreme. I have ſeen balls on the Pre- 
ſident's birth- day where the ſplendor of the rooms, and the variety and 
richneſs of the dreſſes did not ſuffer in compariſon with Europe; and it 
muſt be acknowledged, that the beauty of the American ladies has the 
advantage in the compariſon. The young women of Philadelphia are 
accompliſhed in different degrees, but beauty is general with them. 
They want the eafe and faſhion of French women; but the brilliancy of 
their complexion is infinitely ſuperior. Even when they grow old they 
are ſtill handſome; and it would be no exaggeration to ſay, in the au 
Vol. II. 30 merous 
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merous aſſemblies of Philadelphia it is impoſſible to meet with what is 
called a plain woman. As to the young men, they ſor the moſt part 
ſow to belong to another ſpecics. 

Wealth makes all the diſtinction of claſſes in Philadelphia. The great 
en and the lawyers who are at the head of their profeſſion, hold 
the firſt rank. Different claſſes very rarely mingle together. The Quakers 
live among themſelves, and in a retired manner. But gay colours pleaſe 
the young Quaker-ladies ; and are indeed great enemies of the ſect. The 
toilette is the ſubject of much uneaſineſs to the old people, whether prohi- 
bited or tolerated by them. But whether prohibited or not, the young and 
handſome Quaker-girls will ſacrifice to the toilette, and call themſelves 
Half-quakers ; and, it muſt be conſeſſed, they arc the greateſt favourites 
with our ſex. The young men among the Qhakers, who would make 
themſelves agreeable to the female deferters, powder and ſhape their dreſs 
accordingly ; and the ſect is continually loſing ſome of thoſe that ſhould 
be its pillars by the effect of a ribband or gown. 
Profuſion is not confined to the higher ranks. It ſpreads among the 
ſervants ; and even reaches the negroes. Both one and the other give 
their balls, which are deſtitute of the charming ſimplicity of the fetes of 
our peaſants. Variety of refreſhments, good ſuppers, and fine dreſſes, 
diſtinguſh them. A. female negro fervant, whoſe wages are one dollar 
per week, will, at theſe balls, have a dreſs that coſts ſixty dollars. 
They never go bat in coaches to theſe balls, which are very frequent. 
On Sundays the public-houſes in the environs of the city are crouded 
with labourers and little ſhopkeepers, who frequently come in a chair, 
with their whole family, and will expend from three to four dollars 
for the day's entertainment. It is not to hoard that the Ameri- 
cans are rapacious ; their improvidence has ſtill all the character of 
_ coloniſts, 

1 theatre at Philadelphia, del many * vehe- 
ment petitions preſented againſt it by the Quakers and diſſenting mi- 
miſters. It is generally crouded ; not that the actors are good, but it is 
u place where people can aflemble and exhibit themſelves. There are 

from 
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from twenty to twenty-five ſtage-coaches, that either go from or arrive at 
Philadelphia every day. They are mean and incommodious carriages ; 
but are light, and travel very quickly. The horſes are good in Penn- 
fylvania ; and there are ſets belonging to ſome of the ſtage-coaches that 
are not ſurpaſſed by any in Europe. 

The inhabitants of Philadelphia, like tho of the whole State of Penn- 
ſylvania, are a mixture of all the nations of Europe. The Engliſh are 
in the greateſt number. The counties of Pennſylvania, beyond the Suſ- 
quehannah, and at a greater diſtance from Philadelphia than the reſt, 
are little influenced by the political opinions of the 9. which, as I 
have ſaid, are in favor of England. 

There are a great many newſpapers publiſhed in Philadelphia; whence 
they are ſpread through all the ſtate. 

Twenty-eight places of worſhip hold the different ſects of Philadel- 

| phia. The Quakers have fix, One of theſe belongs to the Free-quaters ; 
a body expelled from the reſt, for having carried arms, and accepted 
offices under the government of the State, or that of the Union, during 
the ſtruggle for Independence. This body does not differ from the ſect, 
except in a relaxation of eccleſiaſtical diſcipline. There is a place of 
worſhip called the African Church, ſet apart for the negroes ; who go, 
notwithſtanding, to the other churches at their pleaſure, The clergy- 
man of the African church is himſelf a negroe. He is * to the 
clergy on all occaſions where they aſſemble in a body. 

The Quakers have eſtabliſhed here two charity ſchools for the 8 
where they are taught to read, write, and caſt accounts. But among the 
wiſe and beneficent laws of the State of Pennſylvania, one ſces with pain 
that no proviſion is yet made for the erecting of ſchools for the educa- 
tion of children at the public expence, like thoſe of New England. The 
legiſlature, indeed, is engaged on a plan of this nature. The Quakers, 
it is ſaid, oppoſe theſe foundations, becauſe they have ſchoals of their 
own, being unwilling to mingle their children with the children of other 
perſuaſions ; and becauſe they would either be compelled to abandon this 
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policy or maintain their own ſchools at an excluſive expence, while they 
would pay a general tax to thoſe of the public. I cannot ſuppoſe this 
oppoſition to be real; or, if fo, that it can continue long. The ſtate 
that feels the importance of public ſchools will, in the end, gain the 
victory; and, no doubt, the Quakers themſelves will not be back ward 
in acknowledging the injuſtice and miſchievous effects of their preten- 
ſions. . Po! * 

I cannot conclude what I have to ſay of Philadelphia without obſerv- 
ing, that here, and almoſt in every other part of America through which 
I have paſſed, I have frequently heard the name of M. de la Rocne- 
FOUCAULT pronounced, with a profound veneration for his memory, and 
ſincere ſorrow for his fate. Although he never viſited the United 
States, he was known as a Frenchman who ſhewed the ſtrongeſt at- 
tachment to their independence. They named him their friend; and 
my connection with him by blood procured me in more than one family 
the kindeſt and moſt diſtinguiſhed reception. 

Having no other paſſion than that of doing good, and poſſeſſing at 
once the private virtues, as well as thoſe that fit us to ſerve the public, 
he had a modeſty, approaching to a diffidence of himſelf, that increaſed 
the luſtre of all his great qualities, His mind was noble, and inde- 
pendent ; and he worſhipped liberty long before her name was openly 
pronounced in France. Without mixture in his views, as without ſtain 
in his conduct, he is perhaps the only example of an eminent man in 
the French Revolution whoſe character calumny did not impeach. Yet 
was this man murdered !—murdered in the preſence of the tendereſt 
of mothers, and the moſt amiable of wives; by wretches calling them- 
ſelves patriots, hired by monſters more deteſtable than thoſe, and who 
alſo called themſelves patriots! France ſhuddered at this crime, when 
it was committed ; and, even in thoſe fatal times, when terror com- 
pelled men to belie their conſciences, no one was found to ſay, that 
his death was not a public misfortune. I have no doubt, when the 
repreſentatives of the French nation ſhall be at liberty to decree the 

homage 
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homage of public regret to the memory of juſt citizens that intrigue 
and cruelty ſnatched from their country, the name of M. de la Roche- 
foucault will be among the firſt that will be heard. Such a decree 
will do honour to the French nation; and J ſhall be pardoned, I hope, 
for pouring forth my ſoul. on this ſubject. To be proud of my near 
connection, by blood, and by the ties of an intimate friendſhip, with one 
of the moſt virtuous men of the age, will not give offence to thoſe who 
know what it is to love virtue. 


* <a — — 
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| FOURNEY To BETHLEHEM, AND IN THE JERSEYS, I 
JUNE 1797. , 


* 


THE ROAD TO GERMANTOWN. 


onee more quitted Philadelphia with pleaſure, the oppreſſive and 

burning heat rendering that city diſagreeable at this ſeaſon ; and as 
the ſittings of Congreſs, which had induced me to remain there till now, 
preſented nothing to ſatisfy curioſity, I proceeded towards Bethlehem. 

On leaving the city, I went a little out of the way to take leave of my 
friend Mr. N1iCKLEN, a good and worthy Engliſhman, from whom I 
had, during my ſtay in America, received many teſtimonies of attention, 
and who had married one of the daughters of the reſpectable family of 
Cugew. He occupies, during the ſummer, one of the handſomeſt coun- 
try- ſeats in the environs of Philadelphia, built on one of the hills of 
Schuylkill. This villa, which is called Hill, enjoys one of the moſt de- 
Iightful proſpects in the world. Mr. Nicklin purchaſed this houſe, and 
nineteen acres of ground attached to it, at the price of twenty-two thou- 
ſand dollars, which price may give an idea of the value of ſuch ſeats in 
the neighbourhood of Philadelphia. 

The road to Germantown is upon the aſcent, the ſummit of the hill on 
which that little town is built being two hundred ſcet higher than the 
bed of the Delaware, although the diſtance is only ſeven miles. The 
lands, though not of the firſt quality, are ſufficiently productive; the 
vicinity to Philadelphia making it eaſy to get manure, while the high price 
of proviſions in that city encourages the farmer to lay out ſuch expences 
as may inſure the beſt and moſt abundant returns. 


All 
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All the way to Germantown the houſes are very cloſe together, the 
properties being ſo valuable as to prevent them from being very extenſive: 
there are few of the farms which excced two hundred acres. Stone - 
abounds in this diſtrict, and is found at a very ſmall depth; it is uni- 
formly micacious free ſtone. Of this all the houſes are built. Theſe build 
ings would not be reckoned handſome in Europe. They are good ſmall 
| houſes, without clegance and without ornament ; but in point of ſize, 
as well as diſtribution of the apartments, they afford their proprietors 
every thing that comes under the denomination of convenience and com- 
fort. Moſt of them are country houſes for the — the inhabi- 
tants of Philadelphia. 


GERMANTOWN. | 


Germantown is a long village, near two miles 3 half in ex- 
tent. The houſes, to the number of about three hundred, are all built 
on the ſide of the highway, and are erected pretty cloſe to. each other. 
The lands in all this diftri& coft from an hundred and ſixty to two hun- 
dred dollars the acre in whole farms; ſome particular acres, ſituated on 
the road fide, ſell for from four to five hundred dollars. I was even told 
that it is not eaſy to procure it at that price; and I was ſhewn a field 
of a dozen of acres, the proprietor of which eſtimates it at eight hundred 
dollars the acre. The culture of this part of the country is better attend 
ed to, than in thoſe parts which are at a diſtance from large towns; but it 
is far from being in that ſtate of cultivation which it would be in Europe, 
near ſo good a market as that of Philadelphia. They raife a good deal of 
wheat, and ſtill more Indian-corn, but very little rye or oats.” All the 
produce which is not conſumed in the farmer's family, is carried to the 
market at Philadelphia, in conſequence of which proviſions are as dear at 
Germantown as in the city, to thoſe who. are obliged to purchaſe them. 
Nay, they are often even dearer; as the farmers who go to Philadelphia, 
where they are ſure of getting quit of all their commoditics, frequently 
refuſe to ſell any part of them on the road. Beef, for example, which 
is ſeldom higher at Philadelphia than eleven pence, coſts fifteen pence at 
German- 
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Germantown. - All this country, and for a conſiderable way farther, is 
inhabited principally by Germans, and deſcendants of Germans. The 
inhabitants are by no means intelligent, and they are particularly averſe 
to leave their old cuſtoms for a new method which might be better; but 
they are induſtrious, and their aſſiduity to labour e in ſome 
meaſure, their repugnance to all improvement. 

They manufacture in their families at Germantown a 3 2 of 
* cotton, and thread ſtockings, which the farmers carry to market 
at Philadelphia with their proviſions, and which are reckoned very 
durable. There are alſo ſome tan- works at Germantown. We find 
| here a Lutheran and a Preſbyterian church, beſides a third for the 
'Quakers; an academy, and two other ſchools of conſiderable repute. 

I ſtopped at the houſe of my excellent and reſpected friend Mr. Chew. 
This houſe is celebrated as an important ſcene of action in the battle of 
Germantown in 1777. Two hundred Engliſh of the advance- guard of 
the army, repulſed by the Americans, were incloſed in this place; and reſiſt - 
ed the efforts of General Waſhington, who endeavoured to get the better 
of them with the aſſiſtence of his artillery, and who, after the loſs of four 
or five hundred men killed or wounded, was obliged to retreat, not being 
able to follow up the advantage which his right had obtained, in pene- 
trating to the middle of this village. General Waſhington was blamed 
at the time for perſiſting ſo much in carrying this houſe, which did not 
contain ſuch a number of Engliſh as could at all have diſconcerted him 
had he left it behind, and which would have fallen into his hands without 
a blow, had he joined the troops with which he made this unſucceſsful 
attack to.thoſe who were before him, and ſucceeded in driving the enemy 
out of the village. This houſe, entirely built of the country ſtone, bears 
on its walls marks of the American cannon balls and muſket bullets, a 
great number of Which had penetrated into the chambers by the win- 

dows. Theſe: bullets and balls are ſtill ſticking in the partitions, the 

holes which contain them being only covered with plaſter. Mr. Chew 
was as at that time. proprietor of this houſe, Which was built by 
him. e it. in 1779, with forty acres of land belonging to it, for 
about 


> 
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about nine thouſand dollars, and laſt ſpring he repurchaſed it, at the price 
of twentysfive-thqufand dollars, without any improvement having been 
made on it. Labourers receive, in the environs of Germantown, à dollar 
a day of wages, during hay-making and harveſt. The women employed 
to turn the liay. are paid half a dollar a day all beſides their diet, which 
is equal to Ralf a dollar more. This diet conſiſts of coffee or chocolate, 
with ham to breakfaſt; freſh młatl and vegetables to dinner; tea and 
ham for ſupper, and a pint of rum during the day. This is the manner 
in Whieh labourers ate fed in America; and if this diet appear expenſve 
to thoſe who employ them if this expence prevent them from being able 
to employ a great number; it is gratifying to ſes how ell a elaſs.· of mon; 
reckoned the loweſt in Ruropt, is treated in this country; the only one 
here a man; whatever be his profeſſion; is treated witli reſpect; where 
all ranks are conſidered as men. We may be told, that were our Euro- 
pear labourers fed with coffee and treſh meat, they would not work bet - 
ter, or ben better content. It is, it the firſt place, not true, that they 
would not work better and be more happy. if they were better ſed; and 
it is ſtill' more certain; that were they treated witli more reſpect, and 
mare attention, theꝝ would conſider themſelvès lefs debaſt, they would 
become better, they would feel with pride that they ere a more noble 
branch of ſociety, and coriſtijuently would obe more inte teſted in its pre- 
ter vation. Let us hope that the French revolution may, in this reſpect, 
operate a happy change in the lot of the Haborious claſs of ' mankind. 
Without this, liberty would be omy u word without meaning, a ot | 
Goaifordet; ob vant bh bo bnud & of batbnud 5 mort Hun whoa 
A cord of oak wood coſts ſix, and & cord of hickory from eight to ten 
dollars; at / Germanto wn! Thus the lands covered with wood, Which in 
thermore” diſtanit parts ate of much leſs value than other groumds, are 
here the mioſt valuable, Thewood from hence is carried to Philadel- 
phia prineipally in the winter time; the river not being b we B 

could not be conreyod by it. ibn fa d ai Dan Ait Holt 
Lofoflon off att id begin Yr 780 eld zy lows ) 10 Mol: * THY 
-cpyat 263 actor att Sins Mane o: vw o i bo * g 
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part ot ts et dtc 5d iin Brie lo iure nods 
TE ROAD 70 CLEMENT" ravenN—eymNonoUns. * 

| Arden han 

. County ol Philadelphia which be Bethlebary 
oo does not get out of till five or fix miles farther on, at Cheſnut-hill, 
@ pretty village, where there are eſtabliſhed-a number of butchers, Who 
carry to the market at Philadelphia the beef which they kill, and alſo fup- 


ply the neighbourhood, A little beyond Cheſnut-hill we enter Montgo+ 
mery county. The road, all the way to Clement's Tavern, is a ſucceſſion 


of little hills and valleys, more or leſs extenſive, all in a good ſtate of cul» 
tivation. The lands at Springhouſe are worth from forty to forty-five 
dollars the acre; the labourers, receive here one; or two fbllings leis 
than at Germantown. The country abounds in oak; and the great con- 
ſumption of wood in lime-kilns keeps always up the price of a cord of 
oak to three dollars, and of hickory to five, although the lands under cul- 
ture are hexe leſs in proportion to the ae eee ee 1 
phia.. Springhouſe is diſtant from thence eighteen miles. hu 

Stone becoming leſs abundant, and every where . en 


after leaving Springhouſe houſes of ſtone are leſs numerous, and thoſe of 


wood conſequently more common. The country to Clement's Tavern 
continues to be of the ſame deſcription. This tavern, ſeven miles from 
Springhouſe, is ſituated exactly on the boundaries of Montgomery and 
Buck's counties. The lands here ſell for from thirty- two to ſixty dollars 
the acre. Labourers wages are the ſame as at Springhouſe. Farm 
horſes coſt from a hundred to a hundred and twenty dollars; cattle 
eighty dollars the pair; cos thirty dollars. As there is no oak ini this 
neighbourhood, although the woods are ſtill more numerous than at 
Springhouſe, the cord of hickory coſts here only: four dollars. The coun- 
try is all along peopled in a great meaſure with German and Dutch fa- 
milies. CLEMENTS is of Dutch deſcent. His grandſather, who was a 
rich merchant, engaged in the Eaſt India trade, came to America in 
1707. The loſs of ſeveral veſſels having ruined his fortune, he collected 
the wreck of it to carry to Pennſylvania. His grandſon, the tavern- 


keeper, 
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keeper, is one of the beſt men I have met with. He ſhewa, with 'a kind 
of ſatisfaction, an old andiron, which his grandfather brought from Hol- 
land, and which, a hundred years before that time, had made part of the 
furniture of his father's houſe, Clements ſecs in this old piece of furni 
ture, which is diſplayed in his kitchen, a family monument, which makes 
him trace two hundred years of his genealogy, and in dilating upon that 
he exhibits a conſiderable fire, quite the reverſe of his amiable ſimplicity. 


. 23 2 '} — 8 YZ « þ : 
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— more mountainous as We beet on bes Ws 
ment's houſe; the valleys conſequently are extenſtve, and we find no 
longer granite but free-ſtone, at leaſt in the courſe of twenty miles. The 
country is moſtly covered with wood, although in ſeveral \places the 
houſes are pretty cloſe, and the lands well cultivated. TO | 

"Quakertown is a ſmall village, the chief place of 'a ſettlement of 
Quakers ſpread through the townſhips of Upper and Lower Milford. 
Theſe townſhips were given to the' Quakers about eighty years ago by 
William Penn. All the inhabitants, however, are not Quakers; ſeveral 
of the families which were firſt ſettled having quitted it, and been fuc- 
ceeded by others. The number of theſe at preſent is about three hun- 
dred; and a number of other families alſo people . two Nr 
vrhich are inhabited and well cultivated. | 

I one may judge by the converſation of the Quaker who keeps the 
tavern where I ſtopped, the religion of that ſect is the article which leaft 
occupies the Quakers abe; in Saree A Ae hoes is A5 
oonſtant object of their chought. n " | 
They are ſai to be very good Bandes They lay bin . eaten al 
of their grounds in meadow; and they carry their butter, cheeſe,” 
poultry, and the articles manufactured in their families, fuch as Mock 
ings, linen, &c. to Philadelphia, near forty miles diſtant. The frequency 
of their journies to Philadelphia is regulated by the extent of their 5 
and the conſequent quantity of their feels. 

121 3D 2 | Some 
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Same of them go only once a fortnight, others every ten days; otheri, 
again, once a week; and there isbne individual who goes every market 
dy, that is twice à weck. The quantity of proviſions they carry alſo 
determines the manner of carriage, namely, whether on horſeback}! im 
cart with two horſes, or in a waggon with four horſes. They ſet out on 
the evening, to reach Philadelphia by break of day, and return when they 
have ſold all their goods; which they never fail to do, even if they art 
obliged to lower their price as the day advances. Their horſes ſtand 
unyoked near the carts all the market time, the oats with which they 
feed them being brought from the farm with the proviſions. This is the 
practice of all the farmers from Germantown to Quakerſtown, and con- 
ſiderably farther. They reckon that one cow yields five pounds of butter 
a week, that is to ſay, to carry to market; for they only ſell what is over 
the conſumption. of their own. families, and none of them deny themſelves 
either butter, milk, cream, or fſowls. I met on the road ſome girls of 
eighteen on horſeback, travelling to Philadelphia, and carrying forty pounds 
weight of butter, with ſome cheeſe and poultry. Some of them travel 
alone; and their youth and beauty, for the greater part of chem are very 
pretty, gives them no diſturbance in a journey ſo long, ſo often repeated, 
and the greateſt part of which is made in the night time: no perſon 
thinks of 1 . them. Kms (ot er of PIER —— is truly 
admirable. 15 1 
The lands about ber eg; are wink, from — to ſixty 
dollars; the Wages of the labourers the ſame as at Clement's Tavern. 
The culture of grain is here the ſame as elſewhere in America, a good 
deal of maize, corn, and rye ; but the lands are either not at all or very 
badly manured: the dung is laid upon the graſs grounds. From Qua- 
kerſtown to Bethlehem the country is ſtill more mountainous ; we meet 
howeyer frequently with extremely fertile valleys. - Moſt of the;; houſes 
are built of ſtone; a good many of them, however, are conſtructed of 
ſquare | beams of wood, and the ea eds a A The barns 
are large, and moſtly of wood. | rot 117 * 
All this country, from * to within a mile of Wilkſbarre, 
formed 
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formed part of the firſt purchaſe made ſrom the Indians by William 
Penn, and has been long cultivated and inhabited. We ſee here few uf 
thoſe trunks of trees which remain often under foot ſo long after the 
commencement of the operation of grubbing, and the country is almoſt 
throughout as much cleared of wood as the generality of Europe. 

The mountains known under the name of the Lehigh Mountggns,' are, 
properly ſpeaking, the firſt chain which we meet from Philadelphia, the 
preceding ones being rather detached. hills than mountains. This chain, 
which. eroſſes the Suſquehannah near Harriſburg, loſes its name at the 
Delaware near Eaſton, and continues through Jerſey under another name. 
On the other fide of that mountain ſtands Bethlehem, built on the eon- 
flux of the river Lehigh, which falls into the Delaware near Eaſton, and 
of the creck AY which falls en at an into the 


BETHLEHEM. —DETAILS RESPECTING THE MORAVIANS. | 


| '# 
Bethlehem is inhabited by the Motevian: berchegg It is the firſt and 
moſt- conſiderable of their ſettlements in America, and has thence ac- 
quired much celebrity. I have read in books of travels ſo mayy different 
recitals reſpecting the internal government of their ſociety, their commu- 
nity of goods, their children being even. taken away from. the authority 
and ſuperintendance of their parents, as belonging to the ſociety at large, 
and reſpecting ſeveral other points of their government, that I was defirous 
to judge myſelf of the truth of theſe aſſertions; and I have found at Beth- 
lehem freſh reaſon not to credit, without proof, the recitals of travellers. 
This e W is, n rather — to bl by one 
4 1 hall not go bock to the „ „ib aber lad. 
rians fix at the year 1424; to their perſecution in Europe:; ta the almoſt 
total diſſolution of their ſociety at the commencement. of the ſeventeenth 
century; nor to their reunion in 1722, under the auſpices of Count Zix- 
'ZENDORFF. I ſhall ſay nothing of their doctrines; all theſe facts are 
mne government at Bethlehem, which is the 
only 
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only point I wiſhed to know, enn I think is at this time intereſt» - 
ing. 
In 1740, the Count Zinrendor as from. Mr. ALLAN, mho 
| Held it of Willam Penn, the diſtrict now called Bethlehem, with the 
| view of there forming an eſtabliſhment for the ſociety of the Moravians. 
Although ſome trees were cut down in 1741, it was not till 1742 that 
the ſettlement was begun. One hundred and forty Moravian brethren 
and fiſters arrived from Germany, and ſettled there. Theſe 
were poor, had no other dependence than their labour, and every thing 
was to be done to form a ſettlement in this deſert. They lived then in 
one general community, contrary to the rules and uſage of their ſociety, 
but only from the neceflity of circumſtances, which would have rendered 
the general progreſs of their ſociety more flow, and the ſituation of the 
individual families more inconvenient, if their labours and productions 
had been divided. This deviation from the conſtitution of the Unity 
(for thus they call their whole ſociety) was preſcribed by the ſynod, 
which makes and alters the laws of all the Moravian people. Thus, un- 
der the order of the chiefs of the congregation eſtabliſhed at Bethlehem, 
they cleared the woods, made roads, and cultivated the lands; the wo- 
men ſpan, wove, made their cloaths, and prepared their victuals. One 
ſingle will animated the whole, and the product of each individuals“ la- 
bour ſerved indiſcriminately to the ſupport of the whole, brother and 
ſiſterhood. The fathers. and mothers being conſtantly employed in la- 
bour, could not, without inconvenience to the community, give their at- 
tentions to their children. The ſociety therefore appointed ſome of the 
ſiſters to tale care of the whole; the authority, however, and the ſuper- 
intendence of the parents, was neither taken away nor diminiſhed. At 
that time even, notwithſtanding their community of goods, the brethren 
who received any money from their families or friends had the free diſ- 
poſal of it. If any of them veſted their property in the common ſtock 
it was voluntarily, and the effect of a zeal and diſintereſtedneſs of which 
there were but few examples. The brethren poſſeſſed of any private 
property, had frequently their children with them ; they clothed them 
better ; ; 


BY TEL DURE DE LA ROCHEFOVCAULT LIANCOURT, 399 


better; and the care which they took of them in infancy, a charge con · 
ſidered a relief to the ſociety; was a proof that at Bethlehem the children 
were not, as has been alleged, the property of the community, and that 
it was no part of the inſtitution to make the members renonnes all pri- 
vate property. In proportion as the ſettlement advanced, and their la- 
bour became leſs urgent, the ſociety of Bethlehem faw the ineonveni- 
ences attending a community of labour, produce, and enjoyment. The 
paſſions, the vices, and the virtues of man, have every where nearly the 
ſame character. The active brethren killed themſelves with work. while 
the idle took little trauble. Thoſe who reflected diſcovered; that hat- 
ever fatigne they endured, their ſituation was nowrſe amchorated ; and. 
that induſtry, the indiſputable property of every man, afforded them not 
a ſingle advantage. Reflection then had the ſame effect on the induſtri- 
ous, as their natural diſpoſition had on the idle; the ardour for labour no 
longer continued; the fociety did Eden, Kt. 0p _ w ey 
bers were diſcontentec. 

a in my abs 
tem of the community. The ſociety of Bethlehem was now eſlabliſhed 
on the rules of the ſocictics in Europe, and recalled to the true conſtitu- 
tion of the ſociety at large; it is under this fyſtem that it has been re- 
gulated fince that epoch, as well as all nn IAINNET 
eſtabliſhed elſewhere in America. 

By the preſent ordonnances, the r is done away 
in favour of the individuals; it only continues as to the government of 
the ſociety, and it exiſts partially. The territorial property, as well as 
the profits of the tavern, the ſtore, the farm, the faw-mills; oil-mills, 
eorn- mills, and fulling- mills, the tannery, and the dyeing manufactory, 
belong to the ſociety, which from theſe funds is enabled to provide for 
the poor, for the payment of debts, and of the public taxes. In all other 
reſpects every brother enjoys the abſolute property ofl whatever: he can 
1 be it what NN you which n 
receive. 
| The gorernmient of the welety is veſted in. the biſhop, the miniſter. 

— the 
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the intendant, and the inſpectors, male and female, of the/Uifferent!div4d 
ſions of the ſociety, which are five in number; the young men un- 
married; the unmarried ſiſters; * ther widows; the married brethren and 
ſiſters, and the ſchools: The intendant has the excluſive adminiſtration 
of the property of the ſociety; but he muſt adviſe with a committee, 
compoſed of from eight» to ten members, and choſen by the” brethren at 
large. In the name of the intendant they carry ot all their tranſactions, 
grant leaſes of houſes and lands, ſecurities for borrowed? money; dif- k 
charges, &c. All the houſes, however, erected in the town of Beth- 
lehem, and the four thouſand acres belonging to it, are not the property 
of the 'ſoviety, nor even the greater part of tliem; they belong to bre- 
thren, ho have built upon land for which they pay rent to the ſociety. 
The amount of this rent is two- pence the foot in front, by twenty feet 
in depth. The houſe built by the brother is his | abſolate property; he 
can leave it to his wiſe or his children, in the fame way as he can his 
other effects, or he can ſell it ; only he cannot convey it bũt to a bro- 
ther, who has obtained from the directory permiſſion to purchaſe it, with 
the burthen of the rent attached to it, and Which perpetually remains. 
The directors having the government of the ſociety, muſt admit into 
their territory thoſe only who they think will not diſturb the ſociety. 
In the contracts of leaſe made by the intendant, with the advice of the 
committee, to thoſe intending to build a-houſe, or to thaſe who pur- 
chaſe a houſe, it is always ſtipulated, that. if the pruprietor ſhall' be de- 
firous of quitting it, and cannot find a purchaſer who may be agreeable 
to tlie ſociety, the ſociety is to purchaſe it at a price declared by a law, 
which alſo fes the terms of payment. Garden ground, or land in the 
country, is let at ſix ſhillings the acre. Beſides: the government farm 
appropriated to the benefit of the ſociety, there are ſix or ſeven ſmaller 
farms belonging to it. Theſe are let to tenants who pay a third part of 
their produce, and Who alſo pay ſic ſhillings of rent for their garden 
ground. Theſe tenants are all at preſent Mora vians ; but this condi- 
tion is nowiſe indiſpenſable. Sometimes the farms are let to other per- 
* only the ſociety muſt be ſatisſied as to their character and behavi- 


our ; 
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our; and they will not receive as tenants thoſe of whom thex have not 
received a fatisfaftory account. 

The Jociety could eaſily procure a W price, and might at once ns 
— thquſand five hundred acres, which {till remain in wood, if they 
would admit ſtrangers, or at leaſt not reſerve to themſelves this choice of 
thoſe. WhO offer to take their farms; but they are deſirous beyond every 
thing of preſerving what they call good order, union, and morality ; and 
to this they ſacrifice the augmentation of their revenues. 

The town of Bethlehem is inhabited by between five and fix * 
perſons, all of the brother or ſiſterhood. They have workmen of every 
kind; but theſe cannot ſettle there without the permiſſion of the direc- 
tors, who ſuffer no Workmen of the ſame buſineſs, but as far as they are 
neceſſary for the inhabitants. If more were to be permitted, they could 
not live by their trade. At the ſame time, the price of all kinds of work. 
is fixed, to prevent the want of rivalſhip from putting at in the power of 
the workmen to make exorbitant demands; but the prices of the country 
around regulate thoſe of the town. Beyond that the workmen are inde- 
pendent of the ſociety in conducting their buſineſs. They purchaſe 
with their money What articles they have occaſion for; they ſell them as 
they think proper; the profits belong to them, without their accounting 
to the ſociety, or even paying any tax. The. only tax indeed which is 
levied, and Which is common to all the inhabitants of the town, is for 
keeping up the roads, lamps, ſcats in the church, pumps, and reſervoirs. 
This tax is every four or five ycars impoſed upon each family by name, 
according to the opinion of the committee of his means; but it is ſo 
moderate, that the families conſidered the richeſt in the town do not pay 
above thirty ſhillings or four dollars a year. This tax is paid every ſix 
months; and if it happen that, at the end of the year, the committee 
find that the money raiſed is not ſufficient to cover the expences, they 
demand double or treble. of the laſt payment; and on the other hand, 
they demand nothing, when the expence is not ſo great as the tax fixed. 

As to the public taxes, which in Pennſylvania, as I have already repeat- 
edly obſeryed, are only the taxes of the county, the ſociety pays theſe out 
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of its funds, Theſe funds proceed from the lands, and the profits of the 
reſerved branches of manufactures or commerce. Each of the brethren 
put at the head of theſe different eſtabliſhments receives 4 ſalary from 
the ſociety, to which he pays in the profits, after the expence of his own 
and family's living and cleathing. The committee requires no detailed 
account of his management: he has received fo much money there re- 
mains ſo much in his hands. Such is the account given in by the tavern- 
keeper, the farmer, the miller, the ſtore-keeper, e. When the direc- 
tors are told of the poſſibility of ſuch perſons cheating the fociety, they 
will not admit it; becauſe, ſay they, all their characters are known to 
us; their actions are ſo public, that if they were diſhoneft they could not 
be ſo. long without being difcovered, and they would then be diſmiſſed. 
They conſider that unlimited confidence as benevolence, brotherly cha- 
rity, &c. They add to the defence of this motive—that a man nar- 
rowly watched is more excufable in robbing, than one in whom con- 
fidence is placed; and they affirm, that they never have had reaſon to 
repent of this rule of confidence. It appears, however, that their differ-- 
ent branches bring them in very httle. The ſociety does not draw a 
dollar an acre free from their farms. The ſtore, extremely well fupplied, 
which ſells a great deal in the neighhourhood, does not produce annually 
above eight hundred dollars. The tavern, although it has a great deal of 
cuſtom, does not clear more than fourſeore dollars; and the ſame is the 
| caſe with reſpect to alt the other branches in their hands. Induſtry is 
naturally flackened, when it is not excited by intereſt. The-whiole. of 
| the revenues of the ſociety of Bethlehem does not amount to eight thou- 
| ſand dollars a year upon an average, and their expences are nearly equal® 
to that income. In the firſt place, they have to pay to the direction of 
the Unity refident in America, one-fixteenth part of their revenues, to 
contribute to the expences of the miſſionaries employed by the Unity 
among the Indians of North America, and a penſton to them when fu- 
perannuated. Five other fixteenths pay the intereſt of the fums bor- 
rowcd for the purchaſe of lands and improvements; finally, their ſalaries 
axe to he paid. The fociety accounts to a general college, which tranſ- 
acts 
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acts the buſineſs of the Unity, the neat ſums remaining; after payment 
of all expences ; and the college have the power of determining what part 
of it ſhall be ſent to them, in order to contribute to the raiſing of 4 fund 
of ſeventy- two thouſand dollars, which the Unity has granted to the 
three daughters of Count Zinzendorff, and of which they pay the inte- 
reſt, until they ſhall be able to diſcharge the principal to them or their 

deſcendants. f 

That part of the revenues of the particular ſocieties ſent to the general 
college, is alſo meant to contribute to the other general expences of the 
Unity. The college has power to call for what portion of the revenue 
they think proper, but they never demand above à ſmall part, becauſe 
the particular ſocieties have each of them debts, which it is neceſſary for 
them to liquidate; beſides, theſe ſocieties, and particularly that of Beth- 
tchem, ſettle in mortmain ſome part of their revenues every year. It 
likewiſe ſometimes happens, that the tevenues of the year are not equal 
to the neceſſary expenditure ; in which caſe the intendant is authoriſed 
by the committee to make a loan. A great part of the ſum borrowed 
is lent by the brethren, Who teceive intereſt generally at the rate of five 
per cent, and are repaid their principal at any time upon ſix thenths 
previous demand. The focicty's treaſurer is therefore at the ſattic time 
the bank of the brethren, but who may place their money otherwiſe at 
their pleaſure. Sometimes the intendant borrows from ſtrangers ; in 
that cafe he is obliged to pay mann ſtate, er in 
Pennſylvania is fix per cent. | 

Before going farther into this account of the cftabliſhraent of Beth- 
lehem, it may be neceflary to explain the nature of che general college, 
the ſynod, . — ane the Mora vians, of which [ hare 
occaſion to ſpeak. 

The ſociety of the Aa waas is an geregelt republic. Each of the | 
eſtabliſmments in Europe and America names one of more deputies to 
the fyncd, ſack deputy or deputies being elected by the brethren af large. 
The particular direQory of each ſociety is alſo entitled to appoint one 
ny" The great expence of travelling, whiet is defrayed by the ſo- 

3 E2 cieties 
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eieties who ſend the deputies, induces the directories of the American 
ſocieties to delegate their powers to thoſe named by the brethren. The 
| biſhops are entitled, if they think proper, to attend the ſynod, inde- 
pendent of the other deputics of the ſociety to which they belong. In 
the ſynod, when afſembled, is veſted the ſovereignty. They alone have 
a right to alter the regulations, as well ſpiritual as temporal; they con- 
firm or annul the appointment of the principal officers made during their 
receſs; and finally, they receive the accounts of all the general concerns, 
and decide thereon ultimately ;—they are convened every ſeven years, 
and remain aſſembled for two or three months; they name a college, 
compoſed of thirteen members, who, during their receſs, manage the 
general affairs of the Unity, appoint the principal officers, direct the miſ- 
ſions, regulate the affairs, intereſt, diſcipline, &c. The ſittings of the 
college are held a league from Hernutt in Upper Luſatia; their func- 
tions continue during the receſs of the ſynod. On the meeting of the 
ſynod their powers ceaſe, and they are re- eſtabliſned by the ſynod at the 
end of their ſeſſion, either from among the ſormer n or new 
ones are appointed, aceording to the will of the ſynod,” „ e 

As to the general directory of America, their uncVieng ane to-wateh 
over the intereſts of the Unity in North America,” and -particularly-to 
direct the miſſions in that part of the world. It is compoſed of two 
agents of the general college, ſent to ſuperintend the management of the 
property belonging to the Unity, ſuch as certain farms or tracts of land 
in different parts of America, and particularly the fifteen thouſand acres 
granted by the United States; beyond the Ohio, en the Muſkingum; to 
the Morayian- miſſionaries. The biſhops- of America, the preacher of 
Nazareth, and the miniſter of Bethlehem, are alſo members. The direc- 
tory names to certain functions in the American congregations; which 
urgency. requires to be filled up before the general college can be con- 
ſulted, as the intendant, the biſhop, the i miniſters, &. Exeept this, 
the directory has no authority as a body over the affairs of the ſocieties, 
which, as I have mentioned above, have each its directory and com- 
mittce,. The biſhop ordains the biſhops, preachers, and prieſts; theſe. 
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laſt may alſo be ordained: by each other. The biſhops have very incon- 
fiderable ſalaries, as may. be judged: from the biſhop of Bethlehem, Mr. 
ERNHEITM, a man of fourſcore, who has no other domeſtic ſervant than 
his own daughter, and who I found baking cakes, which he ſells to in- 
creaſe his living. His ſalary is two hundred and thirty dollars, beſides 
being ſupplied with wood and lodging. The higheſt n 1 by the 
Unity do not exceed three hundred dollars. „ 18301? 
I have already mentioned, that the Bethlehem Goa 18 divided into 
five departments, each under the direction of an inſpector or inſpectreſs; 
and in this office we find the: temporal adminiſtration of the ſociety in- 
gether in a ſeparate: houſe, that is, they eat and ſleep there, but they do 
not work there, if they can find Work elſc where! Moſt of them are ap- 
prentices or journeymen in the fhbps of the ſociety, or to the artificers 
in the town. The money which they earn is their own, only they muſt: 
pay for their board, and for keeping up the building where they lodge, 
as wall as their portion of the tar impoſed upon that houſe for the public 
expences of the town. All theſe expences, including their 'cloathing,) 
may amount at preſent to forty- ive dollars, while their earnings maybe 
from a hundred to a hundred and ten. Fhoſe uo for want of work! 
out of doors are employed in the houſe; are paid for their labour by d 
inſpector WhO employs, them theqarhount of ctheirs bbardj ant theĩt 
other contributions to the! common expiences being firſti deddtted. Thus 
the brethren ot this houſc cot the ſqciety nothing.o The faihe is the 
caſe with regard to the unmarridl ſiſters, ſome of hom are employed in 
the; houſes of the towin:as Jervantsrand-:cook - maids. Theſe have tHturi 
board and lodging im the ſatnilic mere! they: are employed, and pay to 
the houſe ſour or HV dollars a; wear tuwardsi.the common expences., 
This contribution preſerveꝶ tu ther. ther right of entering into that houſe: 
when they pleaſe The grenter part of them, however, are employed in 
the houſe in ſewing and embroidery ; they are paid: for; their Work by 
the inſpectre ſ: who) ſells iti ſur the hemefit of the houſe. The. proßit of 
theſe works contributes t. mäàintain the poor, Who are not numerous.“ 
g a | The: 
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The girls, from the price they receive for their work from the inſpee- 
treſs, pay their hoard and their portion of the charges of the houſe, which: 
amounts to the fame ſum as that paid by the brethren. Thus this de- 
partment is no longer an expence upon the ſociety; on the contrary, it 
reheves the ſociety from the maintenance of a great part, and often the 
whole of the poor. "The unmarried ſiſters tie their flat bonnets under 
their chin with a red ribbon ; the married women tie theirs with a blue, 
and the widows theirs with a white ribbon... 

It is not however compulſory, upon either the young men or women, 
10refide in theſe common houſes; their relations may take the entire 
diſpaſal of them keep them at home, or ſend them to other ſchools, as 
they think proper. The brethren of eaſy - fortunes, for example, ſeldom 
ſend their daughters to the ſiſters houſe; and there are alſo ſiſters at the 
„ en cu CLAS Ret ns eee eee 
town, and who often come from very diſtant parts. 

As to the widows houſe, it is ſupported — and all the 
wikk they con. do goes tn n apts ada, Ns 
cient to defray their expences. 1+ +21! Ne” 

There has, for about fifteen. years, r 
biethren a fort of voluntary focicty in favour of widows. The members 
cantribute cach fifteen or twenty pounds, or from forty to fifty dollars. 
Ibe intereſt of that ſum is ſettled upon the widows of the contributors, 
and betters their living if they reſide in the widows houſe, or is paid to 
them to affiſt their own houſe- keeping; if they le by themſelves. This 
{ſociety is not confined to Bethlehem. Phe brethren of any of the eſta- 
bliſtiments in America may become members; and the capital being de- 
poſited at Bethlehem, the inteveſt is paid at the reſpective places of reſi - 
dence of the widows of the contrihuturse This ſociety: has alſo its par- 
_ ticular regulations; one, for example, by 0 Re uv a —_—_— 
{tate of health cannot be admitted to fubſcribe, 9180 11. 

The ſchools are under the direction of an abies wy — 
There is an academy for the reception of young ladies from other parts, 
who receive there the uſual education of females, even muſie The 

| daughters 
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daughters of the brethren are likewiſe received there. This eftabliſh- 
ment ſupports itfelf in reſpect to its private expences, the keeping up the 
buildings, and the contribution to the public charges. The board is 
forty-five dollars a year, and fix dollars more for ſuch of them as are 
taught muſio. The daughters of the ſociety may be ſent to this ſchool, 
but their board muſt be paid by their relations. The ſociety pays for 
the daughters of thoſe who receive a ſalary from them, and alſo for the 
children of the poor. The daughters of the brethren not being boarders, 
the expence of their education is leſs. There are at this day fixty-fix of 
the boarders, who are ſtrangers, from different parts of the United States 
and the Antilles. This academy is in great reputation. The governeſſes 
appear to me to be attentive, and ſome of the ſcholars have made con- 
fiderable proficiency in drawing, writing, and embroidery, and play tole- 
rably upon the piano. At the ſame time, as the miſtreſſes are never 
choſem but from among the ſiſterhood, and: as few of them have had 
any education other than at this ſchool, it is not to be expected that all 
of them can be always of fufficient ability. A new bnilding; added four 
or five years ago to the eſtabliſnment, has been erected, by means of a 
ſum of —— * neee "_— 
by the ſehool. 4 

| There is alſb, at Bethlehem, under the dfreQioncFthe miniſter, a ſmall” 
ſchool for boys, — in and write, IG 
firſt rules of arithrnetic. 

The laſt department, namely, that of the brethren and ſiſters, is 
wholly: a department of diſcipline. The married people refide in their 
own houſes, and the inſpectors and inſpectreſſes have no concern with 
them, but to give advice when their conduct has been improper; as 
friends, as neighbours, and as-divines. They have no farther influence 
or faperintendanee of their actions or their concerns. 

The Moravian is a religious ſociety. Religion, the exact mainte- 
nance of the creed of ther doctrines, their worſhip, and their manners 
and euſtoms, which they eonſider neceffary to the exact obſervance of 
that ereed, and which they believe to be alone preſcribed by the goſpel, 


18 
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is the ſole end of their regulations, their diſcipline, and even their rela- 
tions in point of temporal intereſt. With this religious intention is 
eſtabliſhed the exact ſuperintendance of the directory of the ſociety over 
the conduct cr its members, and the care not to allow ſtrangers to ſettle 
among them. They are in this reſpect monks, but tolerant and mild 
monks, although ſeveral articles of their diſcipline would be thought ſe- 
vere, and even ridiculous, according to the received ideas in other coun- 
tries. Tei 44 ops (ht | "4 0 e oi ee | 6.49 157 
For example, there is no communication allowed between the young 
men and women. When a young man means to marry, he ſignifies his 
wate, but to whom he has never ſpoken... The inſpector applies to the 
inſpectreſs of the girls, who, if ſhe judges that the character of the young 
woman is not incompatible with the character given of the youth by the 
inſpector, propoſes it to her; the girl may refuſe, but is not allowed to 
ſay whom ſhe would prefer. The parents are conſulted; and the direc- 
tory give their ſanction, or reject the propoſal of the marriage thus far 
advanced, if they think that the youth will not, be able, by his labour, to 
maintain his wife and children, or if they ſee in it any other danger 
likely to accrue to the good order of the ſociety ;—but theſe reſuſals are 
rare. The regulation by which the, man is not allowed to converſe. with 
the woman before his having aſked and obtained her in marriage, has, in 
the opinion of the Moravians, the advantage of preventing all kind of 
ſeduction, and conſequently, ſay they, all danger of improper conduct. 
Marriage is, according to them, a ſpiritual union: the brethren and 
ſiſters being filled with the Holy Spirit, live more cordially together; their 
union is more durable, than if it were founded on a choice of their hearts, 
which might deceive them. They even regard the affection which pre- 
cedes marriage as a diſpoſition contrary to. the ſanctity of marriage; and 
they carry this opinion ſo far, that when it happens, which is not without 
examples, though they are extremely rare, that a brother-and-a ſiſter had 
privately a too intimats connection, theſe cannot afterwards be married 
together. The crime is kept private with the inſpectors and the direc- | 
tory. 
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tory. The girl is reprimanded, but with mildneſs; kept with the reſt 
if ſhe ſeem to repent; and married to another young man, if atked by 
any one, but never to her nee at leaſt unleſs both of them renounce 
the ſociety. | 11 f 

| — takes . not only e . ofthe e 
but between thoſe of different Moravian ſocieties. When a man or a Wo- 
man wiſhes to marry a perſon of another religion, they are not pre- 
vented, if they perſiſt in their reſolution, in ſpite of the advice of their 
inſpectors and the directory, it being the principle of the Moravian ſo- 
ciety, never to compel any perſons to continue in it againſt their incli- 
nation; but they are then conſidered to belong no longer to the ſociety, 
and muſt quit it. Examples of this ſometimes happen, as the girls, 
whoſe relatives live at a diſtance, have permiſſion to viſit their family, 
and occaſionally meet young men whom they preſer to _ BK 
brethren propoſed to them by their inſpectreſſees. 

The girls in the houſe of the ſiſters are ae eee Mop bio 
liberty to go out; but, as the ſociety is ſmall, the practice of watching 
them is ſo univerſal, that all their actions are/known; and the ſpirit of 
the religion in which they are educated and kept, prevents them from 
every act, however innocent, which the ſociety conſiders irregular as 
for example, to ſpeak to a young man. This ſpirit of watchfulneſs and 
of religion is alike extended to thoſe of the ſiſters who are employed as 
domeſtics in families, and are thus leſs under the immediate and con · 
ſtant eye of the inſpectreſs; and this ſyſtem extends towards the young 
men and women of other religions, employed in the different eftabliſh- 
ments of the ſociety. The ſlighteſt converſation with an unmarried 
woman is a ground to expel the offender from the precincts of the ſo- 
ciety ; and as this rigid law is knon to ſtrangers before _ enter mn 
ws ſervice;' it is very rarely inttinged. Bit A* 2 Jo 21180 3813 
he directors informed me, that this „ 
Wen the We of the two ſexes, driginated in the fervour 
of the young females, at the tim of the reſtoration of the ſociety in 
Vol. II. e 1722; 
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1722; that they eſtabliſhed it among themſelves, and it thence became 
an eſſential article of diſcipline of the ſociety. 

The ſociety, however, is deſirous of encouraging marriage ; and with 
| Saale, if they wiſh their perpetuity, as they would receive little additiom 
from ſtrangers, were they even willing to admit them. But, as I have 
already ſaid, their grand object is to preſerve their doctrines, their diſci- 
pline, and their fundamental cuſtoms, which preſent conſiderable ob- 
ſtacles to marriage. A young man will not marry, who does not ſee how 
he is to gain his bread, and maintain his family comfortably. He can onlx 
be an artizan; and the number of theſe is circumſcribed in Bethlehem, 
as well as in all the other Moravian ſocieties. The beſt ſhoemaker, ſmith, 
or other perſon, cannot ſet up in his trade, while the very confined num- 
ber of artiſans of the-ſame'bulineſs is full. The ſociety have a ſufficient 
quantity of land in wood to clear, Which a number of young people 
would be diſpoſed to rent; but ſtill they would not be ſo immediately, 
as is wiſhed, under the eye of the directory; they might perhaps relax in 
their religion, in the ſeverity of manners exacted as the means of keeping 
it up, and on theſe grounds the ſociety have refuſed them; whence it 
follows, that marriages are by no means frequent, and that there are to 
be found in the houſe of the ſiſters, unmarried women as far advanced in 
life as among the widows. Thus, notwithſtanding the American fecun- 
dity, of which the married ſiſters * their ſhare, the ſociety diminiſhes 
rather than increaſes. 200 15 

The Moravian brethren mich alten receive no PE n the ſociety 
on their marriage, but they enjoy the ſavings which they may have made 
in a ſtate of celibacy. Beſides, every brother may poſſeſs property out of 
the precincts of the ſociety. There is one of them who has ſpeculated 
largely in land, and is proprietor of ſeveral thouſand acres, not only 
in different parts of Pennſylvania, but alſo in the other ſtates. How- 
ever, this occupation of augmenting his fortune i is conſidered. as a kind of 
relaxation of principle. It is not contrary to any of the: ſtatutes of the 

0 but it nnen n they do not forbid it, but it is 
* #} .,i©.not 
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not approved of by rigid Moravians. A Moravian brother has erected 
a wooden bridge over the river Lehigh, built hy a Funn to which 
a number of the other brethren have contribute. 

I bave already obſerved, that ſtangers may be received into the Mora- 
vian ſociety as brethren: the condition of their admiſſion is—that they 
ſhall live for ſome months under the eye of the ſociety, conformably to 
its ſpirit, doctrines, and principles; and finally, their conſent to follow 
the rules of the ſociety is declared by their ſignature; . Every Moravian 
brother alſo, upon his marriage, or ſetting up houſekeeping, muſt ſub- 
ſcribe to the ſtatutes: - One of their rules is, that they - ſhall not apply 
to courts of law to ſettle any diſputes among them, whether of a 
civil or criminal nature; the committee, which is the intendant's coun- 
cil, is the-tribunal appointed to ſettle their differences, by way of arbitra- 

tion. Their judgment has no force, except as it is given by the conſent 

of parties, who ſtill have it in their power to appeal to the courts of juſ- 
tice of the country; but their doing ſo excludes them from the ſociety. 
The. diſputes between the brethren and ſtrangers are determined by the 
ordinary tribunals; without the ſpirit, of the ſociety being thereby af- 
fected. It is the ſame. with any diſputes which the ſociety itſelf, as 8 
an may have with neighbours, merchants, or others. 

As to the practice of worſhip, it conſiſts in prayers and ſermons twice 
a week, which all the members of the ſociety; muſt attend, unleſs they 
have very good reaſons for abſence ; and prayers every morning and even- 
ing, at which the young brethren and ſiſters a the two ſexes being 
ſeated in different ſides of the church. 

The Moravian brethren and ſiſters are all Germans, or en of 
Germans, and thus German is the common language at Bethlehem, 
many of the inhabitants not ſpeaking any other. They have all a ſimple, 
agreeable, and tranquil mein. The directors ſay that they are very happy ; 
but ſo ſay alſo the heads of convents in reſpect of their monks and nuns, 
It would be neceſſary to remain ſome time with them to diſcover the 
truth. Nothing ſhews itſelſ in their countenances, either of great ſatiſ- 
1 or diſcontent; they are cold, ſlow, and want external expreſſion. 

5 3F 2 The 
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The Bethlehem ſociety is independent of the others in reſpe& to mat- 
ters of intereſt and property, as the others are of it; but all are under 
the ſame ſyſtem, and all depend alike upon the general college and the 
ſynod. When the college wiſhes to make a new eſtabliſhment in Ame- 
rica, they intruſt it to the general directory of the Unity in America, 
who communicate the matter to the different ſocieties. | Theſe lend mo- 
ney for the undertaking, and propoſe to the brethren to go and become 
members of the new eſtabliſhment. The brethren may refuſe, but they 
rarely do; and on theſe occaſions it is that marriages are moſt numerous. 
An eſtabliſhment is at preſent propoſed near the river Muſkingum, be- 
yond the Ohio. In this manner was formed the eſtabliſhment of Salem 
in North Carolina, in 1754, where the preſent biſhop of Bethlehem, 
then a ſimple miniſter, told me he cut the firſt tree; another near Lan- 
caſter, in Pennſylvania, and mother, dener _ ago, in the eden of 
Suſſex in Jerſey, at Mount Hope. 9.4 
I here conclude this long dem uf the ele of Bethlehem. I owe 
my acknowledgments to the Biſhop, to the Intendant, to Mr. HosrreLD 
the poſtmaſter, a man of ſenſe, and much eſteemed in the ſociety; and 
to Mr. Cunow, one of the members of the general directory of the 
Unity in America, ſent about a year ago from Europe to fill this office, 
after being a member of the ſynod, and for ſeven years ſecretary to the 
general college. He is an enlightened and ſenſible: man, and one aN 
converſation diſcovers mm r euer and purity of heart. 


NAZARETH, CHRISTIAN -BROWN, AND GNADENTHAL. 


Mr. Cunow wiſhed to conduct me to Nazareth; anc ee ſo- 
ciety, ſix miles diſtant from Bethlehem, which was eſtabliſhed fo late as 
1771; and is peopled with about two hundred perſons, including the 
academy, where the brethren are inſtructed in arithmetic, drawing, mu- 
fic, mathematics, and the French and Engliſh languages. A conſider- 
able number of pupils come from other parts to this ſeminary, Which bas 
fome reputation; but the maſters appear to me very indifferent, at leaſt 


* . 
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in reſpe& of drawing. muſie, and French, which they cannot ſpeak; and 


which they appear to able only to read, but not to pronounce. - They 

| ſeem to be much inferior to the ſiſters academy at Bethlehem. Hence 
the ſtrangers who come to ſtudy here, are not from the United States, 
but moſtly from the iſlands of St. Thomas, St. Croix, and Antigua, where 


the Moravian brethren have miſſionaries. The board, including the ex- 


-pence of cloathing, amounts to near two hundred dollars a year. The 
brethren pay for their children, and the different Moravian ſocieties in 
America pay for the young brethren whom they ſend, hen their parents 
cannot afford it, and for thoſe whom the directory conſider of diſtin- 
guiſhed talents. In other reſpects the ſyſtem of the ſociety of Nazareth 
is the ſame as that of Bethlehem, and all the others. 


Near Nazareth there is another little Moravian fociety, - eonfiting of 


bin houſes: Independent of theſe, there are alſo a number of Mora- 
vians ſpread through among the environs of Bethlehem and Narareth, 
as well as in other parts of America; but theſe are only admitted to what 
they call the communion, and are not members of the ſociety. Naza- 
reth is ſituated in a beautiful valley, of greater extent than that of Beth- 
lehem, and more pleaſant; but the river Lehigh and Manokiſy-creek 


give to the appearance and ſituation of Bethlehem an — richneſs, 


which is altogether wanting at Nazareth. 


Before arriving at this place, we paſſed two farms, Chriſtian- brown 
and Gnadenthal, belonging to the Moravian Unity, and thus out of the 
direction of the ſocieties of Bethlehem and Nazareth. They are under 
the ſuperintendance of two directors appointed by the general college, 
and of theſe Mr. Cunow, with whom I was, is one. Theſe farms com- 
prehend two thouſand five hundred acres, of which only eight hundred 


and ten are cleared. They are very well ſituated; and the lands excel- 
lent — they bear from twenty-five to thirty- five buſhels of corn the acre: 
thoſe in meadow yield in proportion, and yet they do not bring the re- 
venue a clear profit of ſix ſhillings the acre Is | ſpeak of the lands cleared. 
The want of hands, and the great expence of thoſe that can be got, is 
made an excuſe for this bad order of things, but it appears to me rather 
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the fruit of ignorance and negligence. ' Some farms are let to tenants, 
who pay as rent one-half of their winter, and one-third of their ſummer 
produce; and theſe bring more profit to the Unity. 
Mr. Cunow appeared ſenſible of the impropriety of the preſent bad 
management of theſe farms, and was employed in reforming it. 
In commending, with him, the zeal of the Moravians to propagate 
the goſpel among the. Indians, I ſpoke to him of the benefit it would be 
to propagate in America a good method of culture, which would be 
eaſy to them in the eſtabliſnment of their farms. They might employ 
ſome Engliſh Moravian farmers, and form in their farms a ſchool of 
agriculture, where a number of young American farmers might be in- 
ſtructed at once. Such an eſtabliſhment would undoubtedly, from the 
high price of labour, increaſe their expences for ſome years; but that in- 
convenience, which might probably be an invincible obſtacle to an indi- 
vidual, could not be ſo to a ſociety. |. It would ſoon be repaid an hundred 
fold by their produce, and the benefit which ſuch an eſtabliſhment would 
render to the country, would be an everlaſting honour to this benevolent 
and beneficent ſociety. Mr. Cunow appeared to me not to be inſen- 
fible of this idea, the realiſation of which would produce mee 
happy conſequences to the United States. | 


THE ROAD TO EASTON. —EASTON. 


The country from Bethlchem to Nazareth, and from Nazareth to 
Eaſton, is a ſucceſſion of little hills and vallies more or leſs extenſive. 
Many ſituations on this road afford very agreeable proſpects. The houſes 
are numerous, and have the air of comfort. The price of land in all this 
tract is from twenty-four to forty-eight dollars the acre. 

. Eaſton is built on the conflux of the rivers Lehigh and Delaware. k 
is the capital of the county-of Northampton, which has twenty-ſix thou- 
fand inhabitants. The land which is the ſite of the town is about two 
hundred acres in extent, lying compactly between the river and the 
mountains; it is nothing but ſand and pebbles, and the mountains which 

| ſurround 
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furround it are compoſed of calcareous ſtone. The ſituation of this 
ground, its compoſition, and a compariſon of it with other lands around, 
leave no doubt that it muſt have formerly been the bed of the rivers, 
which have changed · their courſe. This city, conſiſting of one hundred 
and fifty houſes, moſtly of ſtone, contains the public buildings of the 
county. The inhabitants are moſtly Germans, or their deſcendents. 
The city was begun to be built in 1750, and has gradually increaſed. 
Almoſt the whole of the land, as well as a great part of the land in the 
neighbourhood, belonged to the family of Penn. At the time of the re- 
volution, a great number of perſons ' ſeized upon it unlawfully; and it 
was not till 1794 that the Penn family were reſtored to their right, upon 
a ſettlement with the poſſeſſors, and received from them a price not 
equal to the preſent value, but conſiderably more than it was worth at 
the ne of the unn Thoſe who refuſed were BN by 
law. | F 

Eaſton * a ee trade in corn with Philadelphia. There be. 
long to this city, and ſtand within ſeven miles round it, eleven good 
mills, upon the ſame conſtruction as thoſe of Brandywine; They ſend 
annually thirty-five thouſand barrels of flour to the Philadelphia market. 
A part of Jerſey, in the neighbourhood of the Delaware, and which en- 
joys no creck capable of turnizg mills, ſend their corn to the mills about 
Eaſton, as do all the county of Northampton. The Delaware is navigable 
for veſſels of a conſiderable burthen a hundred miles higher than Eaſton. 
The veſſels from Eaſton to ann carry ſeven hundred barrels o& 
flour. 

The town lots, which are twenty ſet in front and two tied in 
depth, are ſold at from two hundred. and forty to five hundred dollars, 
according to their ſituation. - The lands in the neighbourhood are worth 
from twenty-five to an hundred dollars the acre. This country, like all 
the reſt of Pennſylvania, is covered with fine orchards. They ſeem to 
begin to know ſomething of the difference of the kinds of trees, and the 
advantage of grafting. The labourers are paid from four to five ſhillings 
a day in the country about Eaſton. - Maſons and carpenters receive in 
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the/town a dollar and a quarter. Meat coſts five pence a pound, and is 
in great abundance. / Board coſts here three dollars a weck, and houſes 
rn * | | 


” 


5-2} THE ROAD To > BELVIDERE—BELVIDERE 


The: river Delavrace i 8 the boundary 3 che ſtate of 
Pennſylvania and that of New Jerſey. It is narrow at Eaſton, and there 
are now collecting wood to erect a bridge over it, the abutments of 
which on each ſide are already built: until it be finiſhed, the river is 
croſſed in a very good ferry- boat. Being deſirous of viewing the banks 
of this river, I went ſo far out of my road to follow them. The road to 
Belvidere, which I took, is all along through the Scotch Mountains, and 
the little hills, which in this tract almoſt uniformly border the river, 
amidſt an agreeable ſucceſſion of large vallies, from three to ſix or ſeven 
miles in extent. The country is filled with well built houſes, pretty 
cloſe together. The lands are of a good quality, and in a ſtate of high 
cultivation; even ſome of the dechvities of the mountains are cleared, 
and are very productive. The whole of this road preſents a ſucceſſion of 
proſpects, not extenſive, but rich and agreeable. In three or four places 
we loſe intirely the little hills which border the Delaware, and enjoy a 
view towards, Philadelphia, through vallies much more extenfive, ſtill 
better cultivated and inhabited than thoſe of Jetſey, and which is ter- 
minated by the Blue Mountains. Theſe proſpects are rich, varied, and 
delightful. The Piſqueſi-creek, which empties itſelf into the Delaware 
at Belvidere, is the only water to be found in the tract from Eaſton, 
which is more than fourteen miles, and the corn of all that diſtrict 18 
carried to the Eaſton mulls. This creek} which has a courſe of thirty 
miles, is at Belvidere broad and rapid. Two ſucceſſive falls, of from fif- 
teen to twenty feet each, turn corn and ſaw-mills. The corn-mills ſend 
their flour to Philadelphia, and are ſupphed with grain in the neighbour- 
hood, where at is produced in great quantities. This traffic is carried on 
pf the Delaware ; but the navigation of that river, although it is open 


for 
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for an hundred and fiſty miles higher, is rendered difficult and danger- 
ous, from the very ſtrong currents, and the number of rocks in ſeveral 
parts of it. There are two or three of theſe rapids between Belvidere and 
Eaſton, two of them two miles from Belvidere, called the Little and 
Great Falls: at the latter, in three quarters of a mile of its' courſe, the 
river has a fall of twenty-nine feet. The navigable canal is near the 
ſhore of Philadelphia, and is not above fix toiſes or fathoms broad. Be- 
yond that the river is full of rocks, a very little depth under water, and 
ſometimes appearing above its ſurface. I was informed, that notwith- 
ſtanding the rapidity of this current, which carries veſſels at the rate of 
a mile in two minutes, and the number of rocks in its courſe, the boats 
are in no danger when the boatmen are attentive; but it often happens 
that they are not ſo, but get drunk, which produces frequent accidents; 
for if the boat be allowed to go the leaſt to one ſide, and be not kept 
carefully in the ſtream, it is inevitably driven either againſt the rocks or 
the bank. The riſing and falling of the waters increaſe the danger; and 
beſides this, the ice uniformly ſtops the navigation during the winter: 
it is often impracticable in the ſpring, and even to the middle of ſam- 
mer. The navigation from Belvidere to Philadelphia is made in twenty- 
four hours, and it takes five or ſix days to go up the river from Philadel- 
phia to Belvidere. Hence a hundred-weight, which coſts only the fifth 
of a dollar to be carried to Philadelphia, coſts three quarter dollars to be 
ſent to Belvidere. The ſame applies to the whole navigation of the De- 
laware, with the difference of the freight, according to their diſtance. 
The batteaux, which come down from Belvidere, carry ſeventy barrels of 
flour. By theſe the ſtores at Belvidere are ſupplied with dry goods and 
liquors from Philadelphia, with which they, in their turn, ſupply that 
part of the country which furniſhes the corn to the mills. The price of 
goods at Belvidere is about thirty per cent. higher than at Philadelphia. 
There are at preſent 'two ſtores at ane, Wane are ſaid to be in a 
em ſituation. f 

Belvidere conſiſts of about twenty houſes, but r of inhabi- 
tants is annually increaſing, and the neighbourhood is very * It 
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is one of the pleafanteſ ſituations which I have hitherto ſeen in America, 
The view is not very extenſive, but it embraces a great number of gentle 
; elevations on both ſides of the river, and filled with houſes. It fol- 

| lows the Delaware for two miles and to the head of the Great Falls, and 
is bounded, at the diſtance of three or four miles, by the chain of the Scotch 
mountains, along the ſide of which the road runs towards Eaſton. The 
lands in the neighbourhood of Belvidere are ſold at from forty to forty- 
eight dollars the acre. The town-lots, which are a quarter of an acre, 
bring at preſent from a hundred to a hundred and twenty-five dollars. 
The lands ſome miles farther are ſold for from thirty to thirty-five dollars 
the acre, and thoſe in Pennſylvania at the ſame diſtance are always three 
or four dollars dearer, although not of better quality than thoſe in Jerſey. 
This proceeds from the ſuperior excellence of the Pennſylvania laws, the 
more flouriſhing ſtate of the finances, which requires leſs taxes than in 
Jerſey for the expences of government; and, finally, from the depen- 
dence of that part of the ſtate of Jerſey upon Philadelphia for its ee. 
returns. 

Theſe motives, however, do not appear ſufficient to be 8 great « a 

difference of price between lands of the ſame quality, and in the ſame 
ſituation. This difference however does exiſt, and the Pennſylvania fide 
is by far the more populous. 
Although negro. ſlavery be countenanced by Wale Texſey; the 
number of ſlaves is not there ſo conſiderable as to prevent the neceſſity 
of the labour of whites, Labourers are ſcarce : the free negroes, who hire 
themſelves out, receive, like other „ half a dollar a day arid their 
board. 

I had a letter on Mr. Dae ſneaker of the Houſe of Repre- 
ee of Congteis, to Major Hoes, one of the inhabitants of Belvi- 
dere. He was formerly proprietor af all the land on which the town is 
now built, and of fourteen or fifteen hundred acres around it, which he 
purchaſed thirty years ago, for four dollars an acre. At that time it was 
in a defert ſtate. He has. retained only three hundred acres, on which 
is een but very ſmall houſe that he qecupies, He received me 

with 
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with that cordial politeneſs and ſimplicity which I have found all through 
America, and would have had me ſtay with him a week, affuring me 
that it would put him to no trouble or inconvenience. I departed how- 
ever after having paſſed half a day with him. 

This country, as well as all the way I travelled from Philadelphia, is 
full of little birds of the ſize and kind of a blackbird; they are black, 
but their head is of the moſt brilliant plumage. They fly from branch 
to branch, and on the incloſures round the fields, and do not ſeem to be 
frightened at the approach of travellers. 

The moſt common trees in the woods are the cephalantus, the black 
and white walnut, the Canada beech,. the ſumach, the rhus toxicoden- 
drum, the laurel, the benjamin and the ſaſſafras. 


HACKETSTOWN. 


A ſucceſſion of hills, preceding the chain of the Scotch mountains, 
leads to Hacketſtown, where I flept the 25th of June. We meet then 
conſtantly mountains and deſcents through a very rocky country ; al- 
though, ſometimes, the -road runs for a mile or two through valleys. 
This road preſents nothing agreeable to the view. Except theſe firſt 
hills neareſt the Delaware, all the reſt is thinly inhabited, and of courſe 
| poorly cultivated. The houſes are rudely built of trunks of trees, and 
have a miſerable appearance. Occaſionally we meet with buildings ſome- 
what better, but theſe are few. We ſee alſo meadows of conſiderable 
extent. This indeed is the moſt uſual kind of agriculture in theſe moun- 
tains ; where, however, we find alſo ſome rye, corn, and maize, which is 
little cultivated on the Jerſey fide of the banks of the Delaware. Apple 
orchards are like wiſe very common. | 

Five miles from Belvidere is Oxford-forge, ſo called from the name 
of the townſhip in which it is ſituated. This work had been given 
up for ſome years, and was lately renewed by Mr. RoBerDeau, and 
Mr. CAMPBELL, with whom I dined at the houſe of Major Hope : it 
is not yet carried on with ſpirit. Five miles farther is Mintſmill, fo 

8G 2 called 
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called from the name of the proprietor. The river is croſſed by the bank 
of the mill, which is very narrow, and a foot deep of water when the 
mill is not going: the water then falls about twelve feet, and is twenty 
fathoms wide. A little canoe, which was lying by the bank, frightened 
my horſe, who, to ſave himſelf, leaped into the canoe, which he overſet ; 
but, although I run a great riſk, he carried me out ſafely, and better than 
he would have been able to do from the caſcade into which we muſt 
have fallen, but for this ridiculous leap. This is the ſame Creek Piſ- 
queſſi which I paſſed before on a bridge four miles higher. The lands 
are indifferent in all this tract; they ſell for fix or ſeven dollars an acre. 
The generality of the inhabitants are Germans or ' ſons of Germans; 
there are alſo a number of Iriſh, and people from New England. Hack- 
etſtown is a long paltry village, thinly and badly inhabited. It hes half 
a mile from the Scotch mountains, which are called Cooly, or the Muſ- 
kinigunk Mountains. The water is brackiſh. and very bad. Fevers are 
alſo frequent here in autumn, which 1s the caſe in all parts of Jerſey, 
particularly thoſe to the north and the middle of the ſtate. The lands at 
and about Hacketſtow are ſold at from ſix to nine dollars an acre, and 
are generally kept in meadow. The produce which is not conſumed in 
the country, and all the articles of iron manufactured at the forge; are 
carried to New York, or rather to Elizabethtown, from whence they are 
ſhipped for New York. Four thouſand pounds of hay is the general 
produce of an acre, and eighteen or twenty buſhels of rye, or Indian corn, 
in the lands under that culture. Labourers are found rather eaſier this 
year than in the two preceding ones, trade being leſs quick at New 
York. They are paid at Hacketſtown three quarter-dollars a day, if they 
board themſelves, or the half of that fum with their board. The country 
abounds in iron mines, which are ſaid to be very rich, and are found 
at a very ſmall depth. * 2 | 
Three miles from Hacketſtown there is a ſpring of ferruginous mineral 
water, pretty much frequented in ſummer, and it would be ſtill more ſo 
i better fitted up, but the ſpring is ſcarcely covered. An old caſk, ſtand- 
ing in the open air, and covered with a bunch of willows, is the com- 
| mon 
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mon bathing place; there is no other: and as there is no houſe built at 
the place, thoſe who come to drink the waters are obhged to lodge in the 
neighbouring farm-houſes, and if they wiſh to drink wine they muſt 
carry it with them. The property of the ground in Which the ſpring is 
ſituated being under diſpute between two perſons, there is no ſaying 
when this place, which would produce great profits to one that . 
arrange it conveniently, will receive any melioration. 

About two miles before reaching Hacketſtown, at the foot of a moun- 
tain which I aſcended on foot, I perceived in the wood, ſixty or ſeventy 
feet from the road, ſomething of conſiderable ſize, the form of Which 1 
could not diſtinguiſh, but it ſeemed to hang on a tree: this was towards 
evening. I went up to it, and it appeared to be a dead animal, but 
having touched it with my whip, it leaped to the ground; it went ſlowly 
into the wood, emitting a fœtid ſmell. - It was an opoſſum, of which 1 
had ſeen a great many at Philadelphia, but had not before found them in. 
the woods. This one muſt have been a foot and an half long, including 
the tail, which was about half a foot. The tail is flat and covered with 
a kind of rough ſcales, Which enables it to tuſpend itſelf from the trees. 
They are very common. in Jerſey, Pennſylvania, and Maryland. The 
remarkable peculiarity of this animal is a kind of bag, which the females 
have under their belly, where they keep their young from the time they 
are brought forth, and where they remain till they are able to run. Theſe 
animals live on fruit, fleſh, and on birds, when they can catch them. There 
are alſo. in Jerſey rats and racoons. The ſkin of the racoon. ſells. at Phi- 
ladelphia for two: or three ſhillings. . The hatters mix the hair of it with 
beaver and rabbits hair to make hats. Some perſons conſider. a racoon 
a delicate morſel; to me it was execrable, although I ate it more readily. 
than I did young bear, which I. found excellent. 


THE ROAD TO MORRISTOWN N.—REYNHARD.. 


In travelling from. Hacketſtown we craſs the Creek, Nafkinigunk, 


which falls into the Delaware five or fix miles below, and theſe are the 
laſt- 
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laſt waters that take this courſe ; the Scotch, Cooly, or Muſkinigunk 
mountains, throwing them the other way. This chain of mountains, as 
1 have already mentioned, is a continuation of the Lehigh mountains. 
The' creeks beyond them run either into the Bay of New Vork or the 
North River; but thoſe only that are in the northern part of the ſtate 
take this courſe. Theſe mountains are not very high, butare the higheſt 
in Jerſey. They are about a mile broad. The lands are very inditffer- 
ent and thinly inhabited; and the few inhabitants are talking of emi- 
grating towards the weſtern territory, or to Teneſſee. Great part of them 
are Germans. At the foot of theſe mountains we croſs one of the 
ſources of the Rariton, a river by which is carried on the navigation be- 
tween Brunſwick and New York. Here we quitted the county of Suſſex, 
which contains nineteen thouſand free inhabitants, and a hundred and 
fifty flaves. My horſe was ſo hurt with the ſaddle that I was obliged: to 
ſtop at the firſt tavern I found. I happily fell upon the houſe of one 
of the worthieſt- and moſt obliging men living, ReYNmaaup, of German 
extraction, Who took charge of my horſe till it ſhould be healed, which 
might take a fortnight, and who lent me one to go to Morriſtown, where 
I could find the means of getting to New York. He is proprietor of a 
farm of three hundred and forty acres, for which he paid, two years ago, 
five dollars an acre, being the common price in the country. The ſtate 
of culture and the prices are pretty much the ſame as on the other ſide 
of the mountains ; the lands are however better. They have ſown no 
corn ſince four or five years ago, when the Heſſian fly deſtroyed two ſue- 
ceſſive crops. They propoſe to recommence that culture next year, theſe 
flies appearing to have quitted Jerſey. The townſhip where Mr. Reyn- 
hard's tavern is ſituated is called Flanders. It is in a great meaſure peo- 
pled with Iriſh, or emigrants from New England. 2 les F t 

There are two churches in the neighbourhood, one of Methodiſts, and 
the other Preſbyterians. 

In Jerſey, as well as Pennſylvania, the expence of worſhip is defrayed 
by voluntary ſubſcription. ee — chuſe, and there 
are many who contribute nothing. {<1 

| Mr. 
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- Mr. Reynhard alſo keeps a ſtore. The price of carriage from his houſe 
to Elizabethtown, thirty-two miles diſtance, is three dollars and three 
quarters the thouſand weight. The price of ſtores is here five and twenty 
per cent dearer than at New York; but a perſon muſt be both ſkilfut 
and fortunate to clear half the profit of what ſo high a price ſeems to pro- 
muſe. The greateſt fale is of liquors, and the number of neighbours who 
come to drink without paying is conſiderably: greater than of © thoſe 
who do pay. It is, therefore, neceſſary to follow the practice of courts; 
the one half of the money of thoſe who pay remains here, as elſewhere, 
in the bands of juſtice. A ftore-keeper, who ſhould refuſe to give eredit, 
would here fell nothing: ſo at leaſt I-was told by the worthy Reynhard. 
Other articles pay better, but do not make a quick return. Although the 
legal currency of the ſtate of: Jerſey is the ſame with that of Pennſyl- 
vania, namely, ſeven ſhillings and ſixpence the dollar, the great traffic 
with New Vork makes the New Vork currency (eight ſhillings the dol- 
ried on; and in that currency they make their markets and ſtate their 
accounts. | | 


n ROAD FROM ts TAVERN. TO MORRISTOWN— 
(1987, - MQRRISTOWN.,! 4 ang nd od ne 14 
The. country, * n Flanders, is every where mountainous ;. 
they become lower and lower as we proceed, but we do not entirely loſe 
them till within a few: miles of Morriſtown. All this way the houſes are 
very indifferent, and very thinly ſcattered. The lands ſeem to be ſome- 
what better. The moſt common erops are graſs, rye, and Indian corn. 
The bread uſed in this part of Jerſey ts moſtly of e. as — n | 
corn is moſt ommon in New England. © 
Morriſtown, the capital of Morris county, which we enter on And 
a branch of the Rariton, is a pretty village, conſiſting of a hundred 
bouſes, diſperſed ober the hillocks around. Here is the court of juſtice, 
a Preſbyterian church, and the great ſquare laid out for the eentre of the 
town, but which cun never be regular from the ſituation of the grounds. 


Beſides 
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Beſides the Preſbyterian church, Which is tolerably handſome, there is 
another belonging to the Anabaptiſts, and an academy, well built and 
reſpectably conducted. The „ee from this are fit nn 
ſecond claſs in the college of Princetown. 

All. the houſes in Morriſtown are of wood, neat and well ne 
The town-lots coſt from cighty to a hundred and twenty dollars. Here, 
as in all this part of Jerſey, moſt: of the ground is in graſs and Indian- 
corn. They rear a good many cattle, which they ſend to Philadelphia 
and New York, The fear of the Heſſian fly has prevented the farmers 
here from reſuming the culture of corn; ſome of them, however, mean 
to attempt it next year. There is at Morriſtown a ſmall < Society for 
the encouragement of Agriculture and uſeful Arts. From what 1 could 
learn of ſome of the moſt zealous of its members, it has only the title 
ity does nothing: the ſubſcription of the members furniſhes a library, 
which at preſent conſiſts of no more than two hundred volumes, and in 
which, according to the ſenſible inſtitution of ure there are to 
be no books either of la or divinit u. 


CHATHAM AND NEWARK. 


Chatham, lying eight miles from Morriſtown, is the firſt village we 
find on the New York road. Here the plam commences, and afterwards 
the ground becomes uneven as far as Newark. | The,agriculture and vent 
for the produce, all the way to Newark, is nearly the ſame as at Morrii- 
town. The country is ſtill more covered with orchards of apples, cher- 
ries, and peaches. They complain in Jerſey of a ſmall worm, which in- 
ſinuates itſelf into the roots of the pcach trees, and kills the tree in a year 
or two after it has attacked it. They have not been able ta diſcover 
either the cauſe of this worm, or a method to deſtroy it. Peach · brandy 
is nevertheleſs nearly as conſiderable an article of commerce in J erſey as 
cyder-brandy. 
The inhabitants of Jerſey, beſt pf, upon e told me, 
that they export more of theſe two kinds of brandy than they export of 
rum, wine-brandy, gin, and wine, Their export mult therefore be great, 


as 
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as the eonſumptiom of _—_ _— er N in n 
than elſowhere. ': + y | 
V —— which e Makati in a 
abounds in the county of Eſſex; bounded by the river Paſſack, a mile 
from. Chatham, which contains A free ATT IS ARE 
thirteen hundred ſlaves. 

Chin defi Clladinit)- oy at / Springiietd-(four miles beyond New: 
wy at fron thirty to forty-five dollars the acre, The ſoit is good; 
houſes increaſe in number arid become better as we approach — 
which is itſelf one of the fineſt villages in America, in point of extent, 
plan, the great number of good houſes, and the wideneſs of the ftreets, 
winch are covered generally with turf, and planted with trees. 

| The people of Jerſey ſeem to be very much divided in their beben 
opinions. No body, or at leaſt very few, now ſpeaks of George Waſh- 
ington. The new Prefident ſeems not-to-infpire the fame confidence” as 
his predeceffor did. They dread a war with France. They conſtantly 
aſk any traveller coming from Philadelphia whom they meet, and who 
appears to be a Frenchman, whether they are to have a war with France; 
and this queſtion is generally accompanied with evident marks of diſ- 
approbatior of the party which is thought to incline” to that war. 1 
ſincerely hope no ſuch event will take place. It would be a great miſ- 
fortune to this country, where the people are virtuous, tranquil, and 
happy, and which will require yet a long duration of the bleſſings of 
peace to confirm its proſperity, to cement its union, to ſweeten the ill 
blood of parties, and to inſure its real independence. It would alſo be a 
ſerious misfortune to France, while it would occaſion great joy to Eng- 
1 to all the bern oniutuad 

HISTORICAL. ACCOUNT OF THE STATE OP J ERSEY. 


The firſt eſtabliſhments made in New Jerſey were by the Dutah, 
eee river, under the conduct of Admi- 
ral Hupsox. The ſettlements were made along the river Delaware 

Vol. II. n and 
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and were abandoned by the ſame. Dutchmen in 1614. They were, in 
1626, taken poſſeſſion of by the Swedes, who, adviſed by'W1LL1am 
_ UsELING, a rich merchant of that kingdom, of the beauty and fertility 

of the lands, formed a company. King GusTavus AporLenvs, the 
nobility and clergy, and a number of individuals in Sweden, furnifhed 
money to the company, who ſent to North America, in ſeven or eight 
veſſels, a conſiderable number of Swediſh and Finlander coloniſts. : They 
arrived at Cape Henlepon in 1626, and the company's agents purchaſed 
from the Indians all the lands ſituated between that cape, at the mouth 
of the Delaware, and the falls of that river, lying under the forty-firſt 
degree of latitude. The colony there formed ſettlements, built forts 
along the river, and called the country New Sweden ; but were-1ntirely 
diſpoſſeſſed and driven off in 1655, by the Dutch, who ſent to Holland 
all the agents, officers, and principal Swediſh inhabitants, as priſoners of 
war; put the country under the Dutch government, and gave it the name 
of New Albien. The Dutch were themſelves expelled by the Engliſh, 
in the reign of Charles the Second; and this territory was, in 1672, 
granted by the king to his brother the Duke of Lork. It was ſoon aſter 
ſold by him to Lord BERKLET and Sir GEORGE CARTERET, Who gave 
it the name of New Jerſey, and eſtabliſned at Elizabethtown the ſeat of 
government of the colony. The colony of New Jerſey made part of the 
province of New Vork till 1680, em the — ee it as a 
- ſeparate province. title has wu 
A conſiderable number of abend ane on York came here 
to ſettle, and laid the foundation of the little town of Burlington, hav- 
ing purchaſed the territory from the Indians. That on the eaſt ſide of 
the Delaware was purchaſed by William Penn, who was ene of the 
company known under the name of The Twebve Proprietors, and is the 
diſtrict which afterwards formed the ſtate of Delaware. 

The quarrels which took place between the proprietors of New Jerſey 
and the inhabitants, from the avidity of the former, determined both parties 
to put the government of the colony under the ſovereignty of the crown 


of England. It was then united to the government of New York, and 
3: continued 


, . 


BY THE DUKE DR LA ROCHEFOUCAUET $1ANCOURT. 427 


continued fo till 1730, hen its population having greatly increaſed; it 
was once more erected into a ſeparate ſtate. In 1776, New Jerſey 
formed its new conſtitution, which it has retained without any altera- 
tion ſince that _— | | 


GA 14 IT. 


THE cod SELTUTION... AND LAWS OF N EW JERSEY. 

The legiſlature is compoſed of a general aſſembly and a legiſlative 
council. Each county; of which there are in New Jerſey thirteen, 
names three members wa the n mie and one 10 the legiſlative 
council. | 

The lers to be a member of the "EY «embly are—a reſi- 
dence in the county for at leaſt a year, and a property of five hundred 
1. or thirteen hundred and thirty-three dollars and one-third. 

The qualifications of a member of the legiſlative body are a ſimilar 
reficdence, and a property, real or perſonal, of one thouſand pounds. | 

. The qualifications of an elector are—to be twenty-one years of age, to 
be reſident for a year in the _— and to i a fortune of fifty 
pounds. 

The legiſlative council, as well as the ademby can propoſe and mo- 
dify any laws, except thoſe relative to the finances, which . have the 
power merely of conſirming or rejecting. 

The governor is elected by the legiſlature; and the coniflitutive pre- 
ſeribes no qualification of age, fortune, or any other, for that office; —it 
ſimply ſays, that the legiſlature ſhall-ele& a proper perſon to fill it. 

The duration of the functions of the two houſes of the kegilitate, and 
of the governor, is one year. 


The fame perſon _— be elected governor as often as the legiſlative | 


chuſes to appoint him. r 
The legiſlative council is the þ beet 8 executive council; three 
members forth a ſufficient number to exerciſe with him the executive 
functions. The governor unites the functions of preſident of the ex- 
ecutive council, chancellor, and commander of the forces: he can, with 
he advice of the executive council, grant pardons, even of high treaſon. 
3 H 2 The 
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The council is alſo a court of appeal from the deciſions of the courts of 

laws but the council muſt, in this caſe, con ſiſt of at leaſt ſeven eren 
with the governor. 

The nomination of the . the ſuperior officers of the s the 
juſtices of the peace, the attorney-general, and the ſecretary of ſtate, 1s 
made by the council. All other officers are elected by the countics, ex- 
cept the officers of militia, who are choſen by their companies. 

The judiciary ſtate conſiſts of a ſupreme court, a court of common 
pleas, and juſtices of the peace. The judges of the ſupreme court are 
choſen for ſeven years; the others for five; and they may be re-elected. 
An impeachment againſt them is made by the n and judged by 
the council. 

Uncontrouled liberty of conſcience is r by the aan, ; 

which even declares, that no tax can be poſed: for Hpporang polo 
- worſhip, repairing churches, &c. 

The conſtitution gives the accuſed the, ſame th of producing 
teſtimony in his favour, as is allowed to the accuſer againſt him. 

The conſtitution declares, that the property of ſuicides is not forfeited 
to the ſtate, but ought to paſs to their heirs, as in caſes of natural death; 
nor does the inſtrument by which the death was inflicted become, as in 
England, the property of the ſtate. In goperdl it . the e 
laws, where they are not revoked. 

Full liberty of bequeathing is given; and in elpeRt of wills there is no 
alteration of the Engliſh law, except the addition 1 ones en . 
required to conſtitute their validity. 

The property of perſons dying inteſtate is Aided into thine hs 
one-third to the widow, and the other two divided equally among the 
children, or their repreſentatiyes ;—in default of children, the widow en- 
joys one half, and the other half is diſtributed among the neareſt relations. 


If a perſon dic inteſtate after the death of his father, and leave no widow. 
or child, his fortune is e equally between his e his ſiſters, 
and his mother. 


According to a law of 1702, marriages may — 9 — 4 Wini 
| ſter 
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Ker of the church, or by a juſtice of peace, in the option of the parties, 
The marriage inſtrufnent muſt be ſent to the ſecretary of the county, 
and regiſtered in a book, which is evidence in the courts... 5 
Divorces, Which formerly were granted by the legiſlature, are now 

pronounced by the court of chancery, in virtue of a law of 1794. They 
are granted in caſes of adultery—repeated bad treatment—deſertion for 
ſeven years—and alſo in caſes where the marriage has been contracted 
between perſons within the degrees of propinquity prohibited by the laws 
of the ſtate. | 

Every impriſoned debtor may, by a law pafled in 1795, be ſet at 
liberty by the court of common pleas, upon his ſurrendering all his pro- 
perty, according to a declaration made by him before that court, except 
ſome very trifling furniture for him and his wife. If his declaration be 
proved falſe, he is puniſhed with the pains of perjury, If, after his ſen- 
tence of liberation, it can be proved, that in his declaration he has con- 
cealed any part of his effects, ſuch effects are to be made over to his cre- 
ditors, beſides his being puniſhed. But the property which he may 
acquire after his diſcharge is not ſubject to be claimed by his creditors. 
By the criminal code, reviſed in 1796, the puniſhment of death is con- 
fined to perſons convicted of high treaſon, premeditated murder, and 
attempts to reſcue from priſon thoſe accuſed of capital crimes, All 
other crimes are puniſhed by greater or leſs fines, and a longer or 
ſhorter ſolitary confinement. It is the legiſlation of Pennſylvania a 
little ſoftened. A law of the laſt ſeſſion has directed the erection of a 
priſon, on the model of that of Philadelphia, where ſimilar e are to 
be eſtabliſnhed. 
I ꝰ be negro ſlaves are ſubject to the ſame laws, and tried before the fume 

tribunals. The courts may order them to be whipped, inſtead of being 
| impriſoned. The pain of death is not inflicted on a maſter ſor the mur- 
der of his ſlave; but in that caſe, or where he wounds him ſeverely, he is 
puniſhed by fine and impriſonment. There is no reſtriction upon flavery 
in the ſtate of Jerſey, nor is there any law yet made to put an end to it; 
but a law of 1788 directs, that all ſlaves under the age of twenty-one 


years 
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years be taught to read, charges their maſters with this duty, ſubjecting 
them, in caſc of neglecting it, to a fine of twelve doſlars and a third. The 
introduction into the ſtate of other ſlaves is forbidden, by a clauſe in the 
ſame law. 

The highways are- l in this ſtate by the labour of & the b 
rants, but may, in their option, be converted into money. 

The ſtage . coaches belonging to Philadelphia and New York, are ſub- 
ject to a duty-to the ſtate of Jerſey, for the repairs of the roads through 
which they pals. 

The poor-lawss are the ſame as in moſt of the other fintes. Poor- 
houſes are eſtabliſhed in feveral counties, and relief is alſo giv en to pathos 
at their houſes, under the direction of inſpectors of the poor. 

The law for the obſervance of Sunday is here equally ſtrict as in New 
England. Every inhabitant has a right to arreſt a traveller who is going 
any where but to a place of worſhip, and carry him before the officers of 
juſtice. The ſtage coaches are not to travel upon a Sunday, under pain of 
being ſcized; but this law, although of a recent date, is only executed in 
the other ſtates where it is promulgated. They travel through Jerſey on 
Sunday, in the ſame manner as on other days; and even the public ſtages, 
which do not travel during the morning ſervice, are not interrupted du- 
ring the reſt of the day, more than if this prohibitory law did not exiſt. 
The ſame is the caſe in reſpe& to the laws againſt gaming and drunken- 
neſs. Laſtly, there has been paſſed, in the beginning of this year, an act 
againſt horſe- racing; which in all probability will be put in execution 
no more than the other two, as 1t would claſh too much with the 
habits of the people; and becauſe, were the public officers even to be 
moſt ſtrictly watchful, there would be ſo many ways to evade their vigi- 
lance. Will men never then leave off making impracticable laws, or al- 
lowing laws not executed to be in force! Governments do not ſuffi- 
ciently conſider, that there cannot be a more certain way of deſtroying 
the morals of a people; for the firſt point of morality, eſpecially among a 
a free people, is an entire obedience to the law, and to all the laws. 

The ſtate of Jexſcy encourages thoſe works which have for their ob- 
| ject 
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ject the facilitating communication by inland navigation and bridges, 
and alſo for the erection of the college; and for theſe they allow lotteries, 
which are otherwiſe prohibited in the ſtate. Every inhabitant who pur- 
chaſes a ticket in @ lottery not ſanctioned by a law of the ſtate, and even 
in the lotteries of other ſtates, may be carried before the {magititntes, and 
puniſhed by a fine. 

A law of New Jerſey, paſſed in 1704, nee any e — 
ing to a power at peace with the United States, to acquire and poſſeſs 
property in the ſtate, as if he were a citizen. This Po n at the 
end of 1799, but it will undoubtedly be renewed. 

The laws of the ſtate impoſe taxes on lands cultivated 15 WY 
vated ; houſes, and the lots on which they are built, not exceeding ten 
acres; ſorges, furnaces, mills of every kind, tan-works, paſſage-boats, 
ſhips, fiſheries, horſes, and cattle ; and laſtly, merchants keeping ſhops, 
and batchelors, either keeping horſes and ſlaves or not. Carriages of 
every kind were alſo taxed before the beginning of the Nen year, when 
a law was made to aboliſh that duty. 6 

All theſe objects of taxation are valued from time to time at a certain 
rate by the legiſlature ; the lands by a ſcale of degree according to their 
ſertility and ſituation. The valuation is every where low. 

An aſſeſſor, appointed annually by cach townſhip, demands of every 
inhabitant a declaration of his taxable property, and makes up a ſtate- 
ment of it. Any perſon refuſing to give ſuch declaration, or giving a 
falſe one, may be charged by the aſſeſſor double what he eſtimates may 
be the tax of the perſon refuſing. ' 

Horſes and cattle are taxed at the ſame rate throughout all the ſtate. 
The taxes upon licences, ſlaves, VC. never vary,. and. are called, ſpecific: 
taxes. 4b 

On a day appointed, all the aſſeſſors ſor the county e 1 Ning 
with them the ſtatements of the taxable property of their ſeveral town- 
ſhips. The amount of the ſpecific taxes payable in the county is then 
calculated, and the difference between theſe and the ſum required from 
the county is aſſeſſed upon the different townſhips, according to. the 
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opinion of the majority of the aſſeſſors. The detailed ſtaternent of theft 
afſeffments, ſigned by en —— is tranſmitted to the colletor for the 
count 

"Pak affeffor then gives to the colleQor of the covreſhip a ſtate of the 
farns he is to collect. A ſimilar liſt is ſent to the oollector for the county, 
to be by him laid before the legiſlature. 

Three proprietors; named by the general aſſembly of each townſhip, 
are the Jadges of appeal to whom the . Err taxed have a ws 19 to 
apply. AY 45 

If the collector as not receive the tax in the courſe ou month after 


demanding it, he makes a complaint to a juſtice of the peace, who 
grants a warrant to ſel] the defaulter's Wa to the amount of the tax and 
charges. 

The collector for the townſhip pays the amount of the money received 
by him into the collector for the county, who pays into the treaſurer of 
the ſtate the amount of the money received from all the 3 of 
townſhips 1 in the county. 

The law has provided againſt the negligence and Gboneſty of the col- 
lectors, by making the townſhips and counties who chuſe them, reſpon- 
ible for the monies received by them. 

The aſſeſſors receive for their trouble one and three quarters per cent 
of the ſums they aſſeſs: the collectors for townſhips have” the fame al- 
lowance. This three and a half per cent is levied with taxes of the 
townſhip. The commiſfianers of appeal are paid a dollar for every day 
they are employed. The collectors for the counties receive a penny in 
the pound, or the two hundred and fortieth part of the ſums they pay 
into the treafury of the ſtate, and fix-pence a mile for enn, EXPENGES. 
They are paid by the treaſurer. 

The taxable articles, according to the low alleen of the particulars by 
the legiflature, amounted, in 1794, to three millions four ane and 
fourteen thouſand eight hundred and eighty: two dollars. 

| The taxes are paid regularly and promptly in the ſtate of Jerſey. 


The og mens of —— amounts yearly to about twenty-ſeven 
thouſand 
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thouſand dollars. In 1796 the ſtate ſtill owed one hundred and twenty 
thouſand dollars, but from the additional taxes and ſomeè other reſources, 
this debt will probably be entirely extinguiſhed in four' years. 
According to a ſtatement of the balance of the debts between the dif- 
* ſtates by the commiſſioners of Congreſs, the State of ae Jerſey 
is a creditor to the Union in ſorty- nine thouſand dollar. 
The articles on which the county taxes arc fuiſed art the vis as for 


the ſtate taxes, *” Ni 4111 Ay FIG 
| 1 ni len a 


POPULATION; AND INS TRUCTION. 


The population of the State of New Jerfey was, according to an yon 
meration made in 1791, one hundred and eighty:four thouſand one 
hundred-and thirty inhabitants, including eleven thouſand four hundred 
and twenty-three ſlaves. Its extent, is calculated at about eight thouſand 
four hundred miles ſquare, which gives ſomewhat more than twenty-two 
inhabitants to the mile ſquare. The increaſe of population in this ſtate 
is inconſiderable, there being a good deal of emigration. Habit more 
than neceflity induces this, for the quantity of uncultivated land is yet 
conſiderable ; it is in general capable of raiſing good crops, and the price 
is not high. We may perhaps conſider as one great cauſe of this emi- 
gration, that New Jerſey 1s peopled from all nations, whenee there is 
among the inhabitants leſs of a national ſpirit towards the ſtate, if 1 may 
ſo expreſs myſelf, than in any other part of the United States. Beſides, 
theſe people of different nations, ſettled in Jerſey, live more in ſeparate 
diſtricts than in any other of the ſtates; and when there is any emigra- 


tion from a particular dittrict, it t generally: oonſiſts of a number of Thins: 


les. 14 


There can be no where leſs attention paid to education than there 
is in Jerſey. The legiſlature of the ſtate have never yet taken it intb 
their conſideration. Some ſchools are kept in certain townſhips at the 
expence of ſuch of the inhabitants as chuſe to contribute to them. The 
number of theſe is not conſiderable. They pay poor! falaries to the ma- 
ſter, who of courſe is ignorant atid negligent.” Thus no people” in the 

Vor. II. 31 United 
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| United States appear to me more ignorant than the inhabitants of Jerſey; 


and, although the ſtate has, as I have already mentioned, a good college 
at Princetown, and ſome of the inhabitants are. men of merit and under- 
ſtanding, the proportion of perſons of education is much leſs here than 
in any other of the ſtates. _ 

Toleration in religion being unbounded in New Jerſey, all ſorts of 
ſects are eſtabliſhed; and have places for worſhip ; but the Nene 
are by far the moſt numerous. 

Few of the-famulics in Jerſey make cloth or linen for their uſe ; hes 
purchaſe: almoſt all they want. The facility with which they can pro- 
eure foreign goods from New York and Philadelphia contributes, no 
doubt, to this deſect of domeſtic economy in the people of the ſtate, 


COMMERCE. 


Although in- Jerſey. is ſituated Amboy, one of the beſt ports in the 
United States, acceſſible from. the ſea, and by a ſingle tide to all ſorts of 
veſſels, it has no foreign trade. Its vicinity to New York and Philadel- 
phia induces its inhabitants to get every thing from theſe cities. The 
communication with them is at once eaſy and ſecure. The ſale of their 


produce is more certain aud quick, the price better, the choice of returns 


greater, and the credit longer; and, laſtly, old cuſtoms: ſuch are the 
reaſons which have always rendered fruitleſs the attemps of the legiſlature 
of Jerſey to attract merchants to Amboy and enlarge its trade. The 


country furniſhes corn of all kinds, plenty of wood, lintſced, iron, leather, 


falt meat, and is particularly famous for hams. In the neighbourhood of ; 
New York and Philadelphia are raiſed much. poultry, and they cultivate 
a great quantity of pulſe; but a very ſmall portion of all theſe articles of 
produce is exported. from Amboy. A number of the veſſels loaded with 
it deſcend the Rariton, paſs before Araboy, and ee with their car- 


goes to New York, 


The value of the exports from Amboy, in 170 L was ſeventeen. hom. 
ſand four hundred and three dollars; in 1792, it was nineteen thouſand 


ſeven 


LK, 
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ſeven hundred and twelve dollars; in 1793, it was forty-nine thouſand 
fix hundred and ſeventy-three dollars; in 1794, it was fifty-eight thou- 
ſand one hundred and 'fifty-four dollars; in 1795, it was one hundred 
and thirty thouſand five hundred and ſeventeen dollars; and, in 1796, 
it was fifty- ſeven thouſand fix hundred and thirty-nine dollars. 

The ſtate has three other ſmall ports where there are cuſtom-houſes ; 
Burlington, on the River Delaware; Bridgetown, on the bay of that 
name; and Great Egg Harbour, on the ſea coaſt; but none of them 
has any thing of what may be called trade. It often happens that in a 
whole year there does not fail from them one foreign veſſel. This may 
be ſeen from the total exports of New Jerſey, in which are included 
thoſe of Amboy, whereof I have given the amount. The whole of theſe 
exports amounted, in 1791, to twenty-ſix thouſand nine hundred dol- 
lars; in 1792, to twenty-three thouſand four hundred and five dollars ; 
in 1793, to fifty-four thouſand one hundred and ſeventy-eight dollars 
(the three ſmall ports exported nothing); in 1795, to one hundred and 
thirty thouſand eight hundred and fourteen dollars; and, in 1796, to 
fifty-nine thouſand two hundred and twenty-ſeven dollars. 


PATERSON FALL. 


The fall of the River Paſſaik, about twenty miles from New York, is 
one of the moſt noted in North America. It ſhould be viſited by all thoſe 
who admire natural curioſities. The courſe of that river through rocks, 
which it has rent in precipitating itſelf from a height of ſiaty- ſix feet, 
preſents a grand ſpectacle. From the appearance of the ſoil there ſeems * 
formerly to have been two courſes, but which by ſome convulſion in na- 
ture have fallen into one. At the fall it is from twenty to twenty-five 
feet wide. On the day I viſited it the ſun ſhone bright ; the weather 
was hot, the wind pretty high ; all which circumſtances combined to 
give great beauty to this magnificent ſcene. There is an agreeable view 
from the upper part of the fall over a tolerably well cultivated plain. 

The little town of Paterſon is built at the foot of the fall. It contains 
N 312 a variety 
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a variety of machinery, but all in a ſtate of decay. In 1791 a com- 
pany was formed for their eſtabliſhment, but its funds were ſoon con- 
| ſumed, indeed before they were completed. A lottery was granted by 

the State of Jerſey to affiſt it, but was not attended with ſucceſs. They 
talk of new efforts. way nts no ſituation can be better adapted for all 
kinds of machinery. 

This town was called Mt after Wines 3 formerly 
governor of New York, and who is at this day one of the | judges of the 
ſupreme court of the United States. He is one of the . moſt reſpect- 
able and enlightened. men in the country. He was appointed by the le- 
giſlature of New Jerſey to revive and publiſh their code of laws. The 
law which conferred upon him the commiſſion, gaye him even a Power 
to alter the criminal laws, and to him is omg: the wen in the 
penal code which I have mentioned. — 

The ſtones that form the baſon into which the river falls, arc 4 
fandy. There is a kind of hard granite very common in all the plain, 
lying in a compact bed of baſaltes. The flints that are found; in the bot- 
tom of the fall, being the fractures of the rocks above, are of the ſame na- 
ture. The river below the fall runs through a flat and marſhy country, 

and in conſequence its courſe is very ſlow and undulating. | 

I waited upon Mr. Paterſon at New York, where I remained a con - 
ſiderable time. In the: following book I ſhalt give the obſervations 
which I collected reſpecting that great ſtate, the ſecond: of the Union for 
riches, for the ſpirit with. which it is nn and _ the extons: of 
its eommeree. | 
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DESCRIPTION OF, THE STATE OF NEW YORK. 
6 6 OACRICA mem and td ALE AE t alia 
' SUCCINCT HISTORY OF, THE, COLONY OF. NEW. "YORK. 
IE ſtate of New Vork belonged originally to che Duteh: Ie is 
true, that before — were neee this 
— but they were very vague. | 

Elizabeth, Queen of England, had, in 1584; . to Sir Wie 
Ration, a patent to oecupy, under the ſovereignty of the crown of 
England, all the country of North America, not in * — 
other Chriſtian Prince. 

James the Firft, difregardleſs of that patent, divided this W 
poſſeion, then known under the name of Virginia, and which extended 
from Carolina to Nova Scotia, between two companies. To the former, 
called The Company of London Adventurers, he granted the right to eſta- 
bliſh colonies, from the thirty- fourth to the forty firſt degree of latitude ; 
and to the other, The' Plymoutli Cumpuny, a ſimilar privilege, from the 
forty-firſt to the forty-fifth degtee. But the lands thus 2 ä 
their coaſts, were then in a great maſure unknown. n 117 

HxxNnY Hops, in a veſſel belonging to the Dutch — 
firſt diſcovered Long land, and aſcended the great northern river, to 
which he gave his name The Dutch, ignorant of the grants made of 
theſe countries to the two companies,” and paying no regard to it, de- 
clared themſolves eee in 1014 they ſent there a colony, which 

built 
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built the towns of Fort Orange and New Amſterdam, an 
try itſelſ New Holland. ; 
James the Furſt having ſent ſome forces to lay waſte the new ſettle- 
meats, the Dutch proprietors preferred to a hopeleſs reſiſtance the more 
ſaſe and prudent meaſure-of acknowledging the Engliſh overeignty, thus 
preſerving their poſſeſſions, on payment of a tribute to England. | 

The troubles of that kingdom, during the latter part of the reign of 
Charles. the Firſt, enabled the Hollanders to ſhake off the Engliſh yoke, 
which indeed they had repeatedly before attempted. They ſucceeded 
alſo in deſtroying a Swediſh colony, ſettled upon the Delaware. But 
aſtewards Charles the Second. ſent troops from Europe, who without dif- 
ficulty ſeized New Holland, and expelled from thence the Dutch, who 
on their part proceeded to invade Surinam. Charles the Second, having 
thus got peaceable poſſeſſion of this vaſt territory of the continent of 
North America, granted the weſtern part of it to his brother the Duke of 
York, and New Holland got the name of New Vork, New Amſter- 
dam alſo changing its name for that of New. York ; and this extenſive 
province reached from the banks of the river St. Laurence to the mouth 
of Hudſon's River, without encroaching * the limits of the Plymouth 
9 70 

Such is deep the ir of th province of New York, up roche lat 
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TIPOREIENT CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK. 


- ws 

9 3 — . eee in be- 
ginning their oppoſition to England. Its great commercial connections 
with that kingdom, and the circumſtance of Engliſh troops being con- 
ſtantly ſtationed in the town of New Vork, ſupported a ſpirit of ariſto- 
cracy and dependence. At length it followed the example of the other 
ſtates; and its legiſlature, aſſembled at Kingſton, formed; in 1777, a con- 
ſtitution, upon the ſame. principles with thoſe of the other ſtates. 

Tyhis conſtitution is neither introduced nor followed up by any declara- 


tion 


* BY THE DUKE'DE LA ROCHEFOUCAULT LIANCOURT. 439 


tion of rights; and its preamble, which recites the different acts of the 
general congreſs, ſeems to be rather an excuſe for that conſtitution, than 
the efferveſcence of liberty and reſentment, which appear to have dic- 
tated almoſt all the others. Each county names one or more members of 
the aſſembly of repreſentatives. The conſtitution fixes their preſent. num- 
ber at ſeventy ; it alſo determines proviſionally the number to be elected by 
each county. A new enumeration is to be made every ſeven years; and 
when the number ot electors is in any county increaſed one-ſeventeenth._ 
part, ſuch county is to return an additional deputy. - The whole number 
is never to exceed three hundred; and precautions are taken in that event 
to proportion the number of members of each: county to the excels of 
population. The members of the aſſembly are choſen for one year. 
The electors muſt be twenty - one years of age muſt poſſeſs a clear 
property of twenty pounds, or fifty dollars, or rent property in the 
county to the amount of forty ſhillings, or five appr; E- N N | 
Pay taxes to the ſtate, and reſide in the county. 
be ſenate, by the conſtitution, is compoſed of Ante Wa: | 
bat this number is only fixed e like. mm =_ 
houſe of aſſembly. = 
The members of the Coats are 3 wh diſtri, the ſtate being m 
this view divided into four. The number of ſenators which each of theſe 
diſtricts is to elect, is alſo determined by the conſtitution. When on the 
new enumeration there is found an increaſe of a twenty- ſourth part in 
the population: of. the diſtrict, ſuch diſtrict is to appoint one more ſenator, 
and ſo on, till the ſenate conſiſts of one hundred members, which num 
ber it is never to exceed. Phe 3 for t e 
fourth part of them is annually renew d. ve 
The electors for the ſenators: muſt be aan md roflels a rl 
property of the value of a hundred pounds, or two hundred and fifty 
dollars. The liſt of electors ee ein in 1700, 1 
ſaur thouſand and ſeven teen 
The electors Who have the 3 for oring for mem 
"Yi bers 
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bers of the ſenate, alſo elect oa ond dh in but 
in theſe elections they vote by counties. a g 
I be legiſlature aſſembles annually the firſt + Tucſilay SPS but 
it may be called HE e by: the Ren ies it can un 
Alff. 22448 
The governor and pea aha Gori . years. 
by be governor is commander of the forces both military and naval: he 
may grant pardons of every ſentence, except in capital caſes, where he can 
only ſuſpend the execution, until the matter be finally determined by 
-the legiſlature. The nominations to offices, civil and military, are made 
by the council of appointment, at which the governor preſides. This 
council is compoſed of four members of the ſenate; one from each diſ- 
trict; they are appointed * nts 12 and cannot he 
en two years ſucceſſively. 
If the governor ſhould be ane on W e th ewtenam-gone 
nor takes his place: he is preſident of the ſenate. .- 
be chancellor, the judges of the ſupreme court, and the chief judge 
Ar every county, are named by the council of appointment. They con- 
tinue in office during their u behaviour, but never after they are ſixty 
years of age. a 
The ſheriffs and coroners are n annually, and cannot con- 
tinue in office rng WIPE years.” en e e are te- 
ü h pO to Stani uu bo i 25 
The governor ee refuſe his e to ied with the advice 
of the council of reviſion, Which is compoſed of the chancellor and the 
Judges of the ſupreme court. But ſuch refuſal muſt be given in the 
cCourſe of ſix days; and the bill muſt be ſent back; accompanied with 
the reaſens of refuſal; ſigned by the members of ' the council. The bill, 
Notwithſtanding this refuſal, becomes a law, if two-thirds of each houſe 
perſiſt in it. The bills approved by the council are returned to the 
houſe from which _ CEA rt with the eie ir _ Oe 
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The members of the council of reviſion receive no ſalary nor allow- 
ance for that function. Their ſittings muſt be during the ſeſſion of the 
legiſlature. | | 

The treaſurer of the ſtate and of the counties are appointed by the le- 
giſlature. ; 

The conſtitution guarantees the grants of land made by the kings of 
England previous to the month of October 1775, and annuals all thoſe 
made ſince that period. 

The electors for the nomination of the Ne and Wee peesdent of 
the United States, are, by a law of the 12th of April 1792, choſen m the 
ſtate of New York by the two houſes of the ren | , 

TAXES. ; 

The taxes in the ſtate of New York are impoſed in the groſs by the 
legiſlature, and afterwards aſſeſſed by it upon the different countics, ac- 
cording to the value of the properties reſpectively contained in them. 

That firſt diviſion being made, the inſpectors of each townſhip meet 
by counties, and determine, after the ſame rule, the part to be raiſed by 
each townſhip. 

The inſpectors and the aſſeſſors make in each townſhip a ſimilar divi- 
ſion among the individuals; and for this purpoſe, they are by law di- 
rected to inform themſelves of the amount of the property, moveable 
and immoveable, of every perſon. The taxes being thus aſſeſſed, they are 
levied by the collectors, and remitted by them to the treaſurer of the 
county, who pays the ſame to the treaſurer of the ſtate. 

No object of taxation is ſpecified in the laws; no principle preſcribed 
for valuing property ; no means taken to obtain from the individuals a 
declaration of their property; whence the aſſeſſment of the taxes by the 
legiſlature, the inſpectors and the aſſeſſors, can be determined only by an 
arbitrary eſtimate of the — and relative riches of corporations and 
individuals. 

The following is the manner in which they annually proceed to make 
the aſſeſſment. | | 

Vor. II. 3K In 
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In the month of April every year the inhabitants of the different town- 
Wipe elect an inſpector, from three to ſeven aſſeſſors, and one or more 
collectors. 
Every inhabitant choſen to theſe functions muſt accept of them, or 
pay a fine. 
The aſſeſſors meet, aer having taken an oath for the faithful diſcharge 
of their duty; they make an eſtimate of the property of each inhabitant, 
diſtinguiſhing real from perſonal property, and ſet down ſuch eſtimate in 
a liſt, which is ſigned by the majority of them, and tranſmitted to the in- 
ſpectors before the end of May, under the penalty of a fine of twenty-five 
pounds, or ſixty-two dollars and a half, to the uſe of the county. 

The inſpectors of each county meet the laſt Thurſday in May, and 
from that eſtimate of the aſſeſſors they aſſeſs the tax upon the different 
townſhips, adding to the tax of the ſtate that neceſſary for the expences 
of the county, and the maintenance of the poor in every town. The 
ſtatements are ſent by the inſpectors to the collectors of every diviſion, 
with an order to levy the taxes conformably to them. From the firſt of 
the money raiſed, the amount of the ſums ordered for the ſupport of the 
poor is paid to the inſpectors of the poor of each town; and the re- 
mainder, including the part required for the taxes of the Nate; is paid 
into the hands of the treaſurer of the county. | 

The county treaſurers are 1 by the inſpectors of taxes, and 
muſt give ſecurity. 

The orders for levying ſent by the inſpectors to the collectors, authoriſe 

them to ſell the effects of the perſons taxed in caſe of non- payment; and 
in default of moveable property, the produce of their lands. 
When the collector is in arrears, the treaſurer of the county directs an 
order to the ſheriff to ſell his property, real and perſonal, to the amount 
of the value of the taxes unaccounted for. He is however acquitted of 
this penalty, on ſatisfying the treaſurer of the county, upon oath, hes his 
not having been able to obtain the payments. 

When the ſtate has impoſed taxes for its uſe, the treaſurers of counties 


are, before the end of March, to ſend the amount of this part of the taxes 
to- 
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to the treaſurer of the ſtate, with the reaſons for any deficiency in the 
levy, in default of which the ſame ſteps are to be purſued as againſt col- 
teQors in arrear. 

It is the duty of the county inſpeRors, at their annual meeting, to ex- 
amine the deficiency in the levy of taxes impoſed the preceding year; 
and if, notwithſtanding the report of the collectors, the inſpectors are of 
opinion, that the perſons who have not made good their payments are 
able to do fo, they are intitled to direct anew ſuch levy. 

If they approve of the reports of the collector, or if they are ſatisfied of 
the inſolvency of the collector himſelf, they add an additional ſum to the 
amount of the deficiency, for the townſhip which has not made good its 
payment, and the ſums firſt levied the year following are W to 
make up ſuch deficiencies in the former year's taxes, 

The allowances made to the inſpectors and their clerks, and to the a 
ſeſſors, are included in the annual county rates. The collectors are intitled 
to deduct five per cent from the amount of their collection. The ſhe - 
riff receives two and an half per cent of the ſums he levies upon the col - 
lectors in default. The treaſurer of the county has a commiſſion of three 
quarters per cent on the ſums received. - 
The total expence for the aſſeſſment and collection of taxes in the ſtate 
of New York, is eſtimated at from fifteen to twenty per cent of the Tus 
levied. | L 

There has been no tax for the ſtate ſince 1788; it was that year fifty 
thouſand dollars, three fourths of which was paid into the treaſury the 
firſt year; the reſt was not completely paid in two years. 

As to the taxes neceſſary for the expences of the counties, they are 
annually fixed at a meeting of all the inſpectors of each townſhip and 
town, and are impoſed, upon the fame principle with thoſe of the Guts, 
at ſo much a pound of the eſtimated value. 

| The poors rate is regulated at the ſame meeting, on the report of the - 
infjioQors of the poor named by the inhabitants; but each town ſupports 
its own; and the ſtate has, in order to prevent the ſettlement of the poor 
in their territory, or their change of reſidence from one town to another, 

3K 2 enacted 
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enacted * which are in ſome meaſure, but not entirely, free from the 
ſaults of the Engliſh poor-laws. | 

The few poor there are in the ſtate are to be fornd chiefly at New 
York, which, like all great towns in the different parts of the world, con- 
tains at once more riches and more wretchedneſs than towns leſs popu- 
lous and commercial, and ſtill more ſo than in the country. 


THE CIVIL LAWS. 


The laws relative to inteſtates at New York, as in all the other ſtates 
of America, divide the property equally among the children, after allow- 
ing a third to the widow ; but the liberty of bequeathing is in this ſtate, 
as well as the others, reſerved entire; and the manners, eſpecially in the 
great cities, and among the rich, are not in this 2 ſo republican as 


the laws. 


The roads are made altogether by the labour of the inhabitants of the 
townſhip through which they paſs. Every individual 1s obliged annually 
to contribute twenty days labour, or more, on the roads. The commiſ- 
ſioners are directed to proportion juſtly the number of days, according to 
the circumſtances of the perſons who are to contribute. Perſonal labour 
is commutable for money, at the rate of half a dollar a day. The uſe of 
a carriage and horſes is received as an equivalent for three days labour. 
The juſtices of the peace are the head inſpectors of the highways, and 
determine queſtions reſpecting them. Individuals who make roads at 
their own expence, and for their own uſe, may ere& gates on them. The 
townſhips are divided into highway diſtricts, for the more eaſy execu- 
tion of this law, which was made in 1784. In certain caſes where there 
is an extraordinary public advantage, or any particular difficulty in form- 
ing roads, as well as in other circumſtances, the ſtate gives ſome aſſiſtance. 


In ſpite of theſe laws, the roads in general are very bad in this ſtate. 


There are in the ſtate of New York no bankrupt laws; but there is a 
law reſpecting inſolvent debtors, which is nearly the ſame thing. This 
law was made in 1788, and has fince received ſome trifling and immate- 
rial alterations. * ho r | 

Every 
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Every debtor, who cannot or will not pay his debts, may be impriſoned 
bs the courts of juſtice; and he cannot be liberated from priſon, but 
upon a petition of three-fourths of his creditors to the court of chancery, 
the ſupreme court, or other court in the ſtate. 

Thoſe of his creditors whoſe debts are ſecured by any mortgage, can- 
not concur in ſuch petition. The court to which the ' petition is ad- 
dreſſed may decree the priſoner's diſcharge, upon taking his oath that he 
has given a juſt account of his effects and debts, and that his petitioning 
creditors claim no more than the exact amount of the debts due to them. 

In the priſoner's declaration of his property real and perſonal, and the 
relcaſe he executes of it, are compriſed all effects which he may ſucceed 
to by inheritance ; but the judgment pronounced of his liberation, diſ- 
charges from all claim -the property which he may thereafter otherwiſe 

acquire. ' | viert 

There are great complaints in the ſtate of New York of this law, as 
very unjuſt, An honeſt. debtor, who has become inſolvent. from-miſ- 
fortune, remains for a ſeries of years, often all his life in priſon ; he is not 
liberated, but perhaps from the neglect of his creditors to pay his ſub- 
ſiſtence, and then he is in a ſtate of wretchedneſs ; while the fraudulent 
debtor gives a falſe ſtatement of his property, conceals part of his diſ- 
poſable effects, and falſely putting down as creditors his friends, who are 
made to form the three-fourths of his creditors, he preſents a petition for 
his enlargement, obtains it, and then freely enjoys that part of his for- 
tune of which he has defrauded his real creditors. 

The law, it is true, appoints puniſhment by fine, for en appearing 
falſely as creditors; but that proof is never to be got. Unfortunately, 
in this, as in other caſes, a debtor who, is n —— — 
who is honeſt and unſortunate. 

They talk much of amending this law; but it il Jan" di. ex- 
tremely injurious to trade, morality, and virtue. 

The laws of New Vork do not allow foreigners to acquire landed pro- 
perty ; for this it is neceſſary to be a citizen of the ſtate, or of the United 
States. The legiſlature however grants, without much difficulty, ex- 


ceptions 


ceptions to this general prohibition, and there are few ſeſſions in which 
ſuch. grants are not-made e e in other (874%. une mm 0 


| "THE CRIMINAL LAW. 

The * juriſpradencs ofthe ſtate of New York was, until laſt 
year, the Engliſh law in all its rigour. The example of Pennſylvania 
has, however, prevailed over ancient cuſtom ; and in the laſt ſeſſion the 
legiſlature has reformed it, after the mild and reaſonable code of that 
Kate, 1 7 * bene od LO. 

Premeditated murders, and robberies committed in churches, are at 
preſent the only crimes puniſhable with death. The latter part of this 
law- affords rather a painful conſideration that in a ſtate which allows 
all religions to be equal, where every one is at liberty to contribute or not 
as he thinks proper, to the ſupport of any kind of worſhip, and where 
robberies, even made with an armed force in dwelling-houſes, were only 
puniſhable by impriſonment, this great additional ſeverity ſhould have 
been made againſt robbery in churches. > A remnant of the | barbarous 
prejudice, which proves the influence of prieſts, could alone rank this 
ſpecies of robbery with premeditated murder. Had reaſon been conſult- 
ed, it could only have been clafſed with ordinary robbery in a dwelling- 
Houſe ; indeed it is undoubtedly leſs dangerous in all its confequences, 
than à robbery in an inhabited houſe, there being nothing to ſteal in 
churches but benches and prayer-books. But in the ſtate of New York, 
as elſewhere, opinion is more powerful than law; and the conſequence 
is, that criminals guilty of this kind of robbery are generally acquitted by 
the juries, who think 1t their duty to be more juſt than the act. which is 
thus rendered a dead letter; all en we to the law is thus n 


away, which proves its impropriety. 
There are ſome other laws of this ſtate to W amilar obſcerations 


will apply. Such, for example, is that paſſed in 1788, that condemns 
every perſon ho gets drunk to pay a fine of three ſhillings, and to ſtand | 


Lt and inflict a fine of ſix ſhillings for every 
oath; 
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bath; another law of the ſame date, which forbids travelling on Sun- 
day, under a like penalty of ſix ſhillings; and laſtly, an act of the ſume 
year, which inflicts a penalty of five times the ſum loſt on every perſon 
tofing at play more than r vn dollars in the ſpace of * 
hours. 

An old eſtabliſhed government might find ſome pretext for: not re- 
voking obſolete laws, which are not and cannot be executed, but there is 
no excuſe for a legiſlature to make new laws of that deſcription. Go- 
vernments are yet too little perſuaded that public order can reſt only on 
the moſt abſolute obedience to the law. A ſingle law allowed to remain 
nnexecuted, gives a great ſhock to-reſpe& tor the laws, and when its not 
being executed proceeds from its execution being impoſſible, from the 
manners, opinions, and other circumſtances, it is the legiſlators who are 
to blame, that the law loſes the veneration neceſſary to it in a well-elta- 
bliſhed order of ſociety. 

The new criminal code of the ſtate” of New York, 3 in 14900 
directs that two ſtate priſons ſhall be built, one at New York and the 
other at Albany, and preſcribes their regulations, which are nearly the 
ſame as thoſe of the priſon of Philadelphia. The expence of We and 
n a is to be defrayed by the ſtate. 


5 


SCHOOLS. 


The legiſlature: of New York has alſo, in 1795, dds a ep towards 
the eſtabliſhment of free ſchools in its territory ; but little has yet been 
done, nor does there appear any certainty that they ever will be eſta- 
bhſhed. Ren | FEES 941: ofa] 

Twenty thouſand pounds, or fifty thouſand dollars, are annually appro- 
priated to the funds af the ſtate, © to encourage and ſupport, in the dif- 
ferent towns and townſhips of the ſtate of New York, ſchools in which 

children ſhall be inſtructed in the Engliſh language and grammar; in 
arithmetic, mathematics, and other moſt neceſſary and uſetul branches of 
I" ſo as to furniſh a complete Engliſh education.” | 

Each county, according to its known population, receives a mental this 

ſum, 
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ſum, in the proportion regulated by the legiſſature. The inſpectots of 


each county ſubdivide among the different towns the proportion allotted 

to the county. Each town muſt add, for the ſame purpoſe, ſrom a tax 
raiſed among themſelves, a ſum equal to half of what it receives from the 

ſtate. | | 

The mayors, aldermen, and municipalities of the towns of New York, 
Albany, and Hudſon, are the head inſpectors of their towns, and may, as 
they judge moſt proper, apply the ſums collected to this purpoſe, either 
in ſupporting the ſchools already eſtabliſhed, or the charity-ſchools, or in 
the eſtabliſhment of new ſchools. The ſame powers are given in the 
townſhips to the head inſpectors of the ſchools, 'who arc rden by the 
frecholders. 

TWO comdaiſGoners for each ſchool, choſen i in the Aue manner as che 
Alper dos, are to ſuperintend the management of the ſchools, the So | 
pointment of maſters, &c. 

This ſum of twenty thouſand pounds given annually, is only for five 
years. The eſtabliſhment of free-ſchools is not preſcribed by the law ; 

and the admiſſion of negro children, or thoſe. of colour, even in the cha- | 
rity- ſchools, is left to the diſcretion of the head inſpectors. 

The eſtabliſhment of tree-ſchools through all the ſtate, an object A 
truly deſirable, and the advantage of which is inconteſtibly proved by the 
example of Maſſachuſetts, is not then a neceſſary conſequence of this 
liberal donation of the legiſlature of New York. Some are eſtabliſhed ; 
clſewhere the ſums are applied to the improvement of the ſchools already 
exiſting, and which are of no utility but to thoſe in eaſy circumſtances; 
laſtly, the children of ſlaves, and even of free negroes, have not a right 
to that education, which would be the firſt ſtep towards their ſolid, their 
uſeful emancipation. This law then 1s far from uniting all the advan- 
tages to be expected from a great ſtate; engaged in the important object 
of the 3 of youth, and making ſacrifices to that object. What a 
difference between this law and that of New Dn upon the ſame 
ſubject ! 

Another law of 1796, which, like that reſpeRing ſchools, is meant to 

facilitate 
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facilitate public education, incorporates the ſocietios formed in different 
counties and towns for the cftabliſhment of public librarirs. This law 
gives the. legiſlative fanction to ſuch cftabliſhments, but docs not * ; 
N POO APA CELL 


SLAVERY.. 


"Ihe toes” = New York is not one of thoks wheel appear to have the 
moſt liberal ideas as to ſlavery. It is therefore natural, that che laws, 
which in every country follow more or leſs the public 8 wan * 
in this reſpect be rather illiberal. 

It is caſy to conceive why, in the ſouthern Work the get * of 
ſlaves render their emancipation difficult, and why this difficulty gives a 
pretence for the opinion of the neceſſity of ſeyere laws againſt ſla ves; 
but in the ate of. New. York, where in a population of more than four 
hundred thouſand fouls, there are not twenty thouſand negtoes, it is 
impoſſible to conceive what ſo great obſtacles there can be to the eman- 
cipation, and upon what they, can ſound their opinion, that on account 
of this trifling number of negroes there is a neceſſity for eee 
laws againſt them than againſt perſons of another colour. 

Be this as it may, a law, ſo late as 1788, confirms the ſtate of — 
in every negro, mulatto, and meſtee, who was a ſlave at the time of its 
enactment; declares every child born, or to be born of a female ſlave, to 
be a ſlave ; authoriſes the ſale of ſlaves, and ſubjects them for petty, Crimes 
to be tried by juſtices of the peace, who may ſentence them to umpriſon- 
ment or whipping. One clauſe of the act ſubjects them to this trial, and 
to this kind of puniſhment, for ſtriking a white perſon, without any ex- 
ception in the, caſe where the white man is the aggreſſor. The privilege 
of a trial by jury is, however, allowed to.a flaye, af the crime of which hc 
is accuſed be capital. e is alſo. permitted to ee criminal 
Cali where other negrocs are implicated. 2414344 k 12402 03 3: 

The new. criminal code, founded in general on A humanity 
— juſtice, does away nous of dsa unit, and barharous . 

Vo. II. 3 
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of that law. At the ſame time, ſlaves are generally treated with greater 
milqneſo by their'maſters'in the ſtate of New York, and leſs oppreſſed 
- with labour, than they are in the ſouthern ſtates. The manners, in this 
reſpect, prevail over the rigour of the laws; but the manners are here, as 
in many of the other American ſtates, impregnated with avidity and ava- 
rice. This diſpoſition alone prevents the abolition of flavery. It has 
deen frequently, propoſed in the legiſlature ; but hitherto every meafure, 
even of a preparatory nature, has been rejected. Although the diſpro- 
portion of free men to flaves is ſo great, that the greater part of the inha- 
bitants of New York poſſeſs no ſlaves, the ſmall number of thoſe who do 
poſſeſs them are the richeſt and greateſt proprietors; and in the ftate of 
New York, as elſewhere, ſuch perſons have the principal influence. 
Ihe reſpect due to property is the arms with which every propoſal for 
their enſranchiſement is combated. I have heard one of their moſt en- 
lightened lawyers, a gentleman who in all other reſpects entertains the 
moſt liberal opinions, inſiſt, that it would be an attack upon property, 
to declare even the children of female flaves free; for (ſaid he) the-maſ- 
ters ho have purchaſed or inherited flaves, poſſeſs them under the idea 
that their ue ſhall be ys property, which they can n or dif 
Pole des 
Thus, while in Virginia * aſſert, that it is impoſſible to aboliſh 
flavery, withoutexporting at once all the negroes in the ſtate,” in New 
York they ſay, «that it cannot be thought of to aboliſh ſlavery, or take 
any ſteps with that view, without paying to every proprietor of a ſlave 
the prefent value of their negroes, young and old, and the eſtimated price 
of their expected deſcendants. This is certainly throwing every poſlibkc 
obſtacle int the way of the abolition of m n mann en 
fairly itimicil to ſuch a meaſure. 

The obſtacle preſented by the citizens of New York is the leaſt dick. 
cult to conquer. Admitting the principle of the neceſſity of an indemni- 
fication to the maſters for their negroes, on their being made free, and 
valuing each negro at one hundred and thirty dollars, the whole amount 

| E would 
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would be only three millions of dollars. This price would ſtill bear re- 


duction, from the powerful motives of public intereſt and honour, i 


which every member of ſociety muſt make facrifices. 
The queſtion of the property. of children unborn would not take a 
quarter of an hour to diſcuſs, if it were agitated in the legiſlature; laſtly, 


this enfranchiſement, if made as it ought to be, by degrees, would colt the 


ſtate: much leſs ſacrifices ; and being done in ſucceſſion, it would be al- 
moſt, imperceptible in their finances, which, beſides, could certainly not 
be more worthily employed. 

At New York, as elſewhere, the cnfrenchiſcment of the negroes ought 
to have for its end the advantage of the ſtate, its good order, and the bene- 
fit even of the negroes to be made free. Were this meaſure too quickly 
and ſuddenly: general, it would fail as to different objects of the firſt ne- 
ceſſity. I ſhall not here repeat what I have obſerved in another place in 


that reſpect, and what ſo many others have ſaid before me. The ex- 


pence to the ſtate then would be reduced to a very ſmall ſum, in com- 
pariſon to the utility and the duty of the meaſure. | But while the ſtate 
of New York, ſurrounded with the examples of Connecticut, Maſſachu- 
ſetts, and Pennſylvania, does nothing towards this liberation, but ſeems 


to approve of the permanence of ſlavery by the filence or the reſuſal of 


its legiſlature, it leaves its conſtitution and its laws ſtained with a blot. 


which, without exaggeration, may be called diſhonourable, as it cannot 
be excuſed, or even palliated, by any circumſtances exiſting in that ſtate. 
The exportation of foreign ſlaves into the ſtate of New York is pro- 


hibited by the ſame law which confirms the ſlavery of thoſe who were 


in the ſtate at the time of its enactment. This diſpoſition therefore: in 
that law, and the mild manner in which the flaves are here generally 

treated, is a confirmation of the opinion, that pecuniary intereſt, more 

than a real approbation of ſlavery, prevents the legiſlature from proceed- 
ing in this reſpect with that juſtice and judgment with which their other 


e are for the moſt Nen conducted. 50 
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4 * of 1 793, alle nen of the militia law of the United” 

States, regulates the formation and the government of the militia of the 
ſtate of New York. It is diſtributed in four diviſions, one for each of the 
grand diſtricts of the ſtate. Each of ' theſe diviſions is commanded by a 
mdjor-general; aud ſubdivided into different brigades, each brigade into 
different regiments, and theſe, again into companies. The number of 
theſe corps is left at the diſcretion of the commander in chief (the gover- 
not of the: fate), who is guided in this reſpect by the population of the 
different diſtricts and counties. A eee of —_— and a troop of 
cavalry is attached to each brigade. | 

The militia are to aſſemble three times in the year; twice by com- 
panies, and once in their regiments. The companies of artiflery and ca- 
valry are embodied on the orders of the major-general of the diviſion. 

Courts martial, for the cognizance of military offences, are ordered 
by the governor, the general officers, and the major generals of the di- 
viſions, and alſo by the field officers of regiments, &e. according to the 
rank of the accuſed. A fine is the moſt uſual puniſhment for neglect 
of duty, &c. and ſueh fine cannot exceed twenty-five dollars for the firſt 
fault, nor a hundred and twenty for any ſubſequent offence. Diſmiſſal 
is the higheſt puniſhment which a court martial can inflict on an officer, 
and in this cafe the ſentence of the court martial maſt be approved of 
by the commander in chief. 

In the caſe of fines, the ſentence muſt be approved by the comman- 
dants of diviſion or brigade, according to the rank of the officer, and of 
the commander in- chief, if the officer convicted be a commandant of di- 
viſon. The ſubalterns and privates are ſentenced to a ſine by a council 
of officers of their regiment or brigade. Theſe fines are appropriated to 
the general expences of the regiment, ſuch as the pnrehaſe of colours, 
drums, &c. Beſides the perſons excepted from publie duty by the ge- 
neral law of the United States, the following exemptions are made by 
the law of the tate of New York, namely, the governor, the members 

. of 
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of the legiſlature, and their officers, the chancellor, the judges, the ſecre- 
tary, the treaſurer, the auditor, the attorney general, the chief ſurveyor, 


all the inferior officers of juſtice, including jailors, two boatmen for each 


paſſage-boat, where the roads croſs rivers, all the clergy, phyſicians and 
ſurgeons, (except in ſo far as their profeſional ſervices are required) pro- 
feſſors and ſtudents, ſchool-maſters engaged in that profeſſion for three 
months or more, perſons belonging to the poſt-office, one min for each 
corn mill, all the firemen belonging to inſurance companies, and the per- 
ſons employed in iron works and glafs works. Every other ſree man, 
from eighteen to forty-five, is ſubje& to militia duty, except Quakers, 
who are relieved upon payment of three dollars annually. The gover- 
nor, in his character of commander in chief, may call out the militia in 
caſe of e or in W other particular emergency. * 


TIIE FINANCES. 


The ſtate of New Vork is rich. Its annual revenue, proceeding from 
the intereſt of money, lodged moſtly in the banks of the ſtate, and in 


that of the United States, is two hundred and thirty- four thouſand two 


hundred and eightech dollars. There has not, as already mentioned, 
been any general tax for the ſtate impoſed ſince the year 1788. 


The annual expence of the civil liſt is about ſeventy- five thouſand 
dollars, and the money expended by the public: treaſury upon the uni- 


verſity, the college, the hoſpital, ſchools, and cafualties; exceeds this ſum. 

The ſtate ſtil owes two hundred and twenty-five thouſand dollars, 
moſtly treaſury- bills granted during the war. In this ſum is not in- 
cluded the debt due to the United States, which the commiſſioners of 


accounts have aſcertained to be two millions ſeventy- four thouſand eight 


hundred and forty- ſix dollars; and it appears that the State of New 
Vork is g, es to pay than ny othey: of the United States debtors. 


1914 
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Of all the towns on the continent, New Vork 18 beſt Gituted' ſhe: 


9 250 It is the only port in the ſtate, and is one of the greateſt and 
moſt flouriſhing in America, 
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All the produce of the ſtate is brought to New York by water-cat- 


riage, as well by the river as by canals, which the legiſlature are unre- 
mittingly employed in completing, and which will eſtabliſh a. free 
communication between Lake Ontario and this port. Another intended 
canal is to run from Lake Champlain and Hudſon's River, by which the 
productions of Lower Canada will be conveyed directly to New York, 
The length of this canal will not exceed eighteen miles; it is to termi- 
nate at South Bay, which communicates with Lake Champlain. 

New York alſo receives, by its noble river, all the productions of that 
part of Maſſachuſetts, ſituated on the weſt of the Green Mountains, and 
of that part of the ſtate of Vermont, which is in the ſame trac. | 

The impoſlibility which the State of Connecticut finds of extending 
its commerce for the want of a ſufficient capital and good ports, adds to 
the trade of New York all that of Connecticut. New York is alſo the 
place of exportation of moſt of the proviſions from New Jerſey, as well 
as of the 1 importation neceſſary for this ſtate, which, as we have OY 
ſcen, carries on little or no trade at its fine port of Amboy. 

None of the ſtates is more rapidly increaſing than New York. All its 
new lands, to the weſt of Albany, along and behind the Mohawk River, 


which were not formerly inhabited, are peopling very faſt. The im- 


menſe country, extending from the Mohawk River by the Wood Creek, 
as far as Lake Ontario, and which has, at different times back, been 
purchaſed by companies on ſpeculation, begins to be divided and cleared. 
In that ſtill larger tgg&, which runs to the ſouth of Lake Oneida, as far 
as the boundaries of Pennſylvania, there are a number of ſettlements ſtill 


farther advanced. Geneſlee, which was in a manner a deſert four years 


ago, is peopling beyond every expectation; and all the immenſe territory 
of the State of New York is now inhabited, except a tract between the 
river Geneſſee and that of Niagara, which was acquired from the Indians 
only laſt month, and a ſmall part ſtill retained by the Indians, which they 
will ſoon be obliged to diſpoſe of to ſpeculators. 


Theſe lands will be ſoon inhabited; they are good, ſome of them of 
the firſt quality; and the flats of the Geneffee, which poke of i in my 


Journey 
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journey 1n the year 1795, are at leaft equal to the German flats along | 
the Mohawk River, which has been conſidered the richeſt land in 
America. This country will be peopled by the inhabitants of New Eng- 
land, the moſt induſtrious, active, and enterpriſing of all the United 
States; and if, as is expected, the obſtructions an the navigation of the 
River Oſwego and Wood Creek were removed; if the canals projected, 
and already begun, to join Wood Creek and Mohawk River; and the 
canal to make Mohawk River, navigable as far as Albany, were com- 
picted; and if the ſand bank in Hudſon's River, fix miles below this 
"town, in the midſt of the iflands called Overſlaugh, which at preſent 
prevents large veſſels from going up to Albany, were, as it is thought 
practicable, cleared away, New York would enjoy « a great part of the fur” 
trade, 
This year two ſmall ſloops have already made this voyage 88 Nia- 
gara. But what was to them a matter of labour, will undoubtedly be 
ſoon made eaſy for larger veſſels, and will add much to the proſperity of 
all the ſtates of New York, and particularly its capital. 
New Vork is, next to Philadelphia, the place of the greateſt tne: in 
the United States. The amount of its exports in 1791 was two million 
tour hundred and ninety-one thouſand and fifty-four dollars; in 1792 it 
was two million five hundred and twenty-cight thouſand and ninety- 
five dollars; in 1793 it was two million nine hundred and cightcen thou- 
find three hundred and three dollars; in 1794 it was five million four 
hundred and thirty five thouſand four hundred and twenty dollars; in 
1795 it was ten million three hundred thouſand fix hundred and forty- 
two dollars; and in 1796 it was twelve million two hundred and cighty- 
eight thouſand and twenty-ſeven dollars. 

The artictes of commerce are the ſame as in the other principal ports. 
of the United States; and theſe, as well as in all the others, the re- ex- 
portation of the produce of the Antilles makes a great part of their ex- 
ports. I have not been able to procure equally ſatisfactory details in 
reſpect of the imports, exports, and tonnage of this great port as I ob- 
ack in ſeveral others; for having requeſted from Mr. Wor.corr, ſe- 


cretary 
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cretary of the 8 a letter to the collector of the cuſtoms, by which - 


means alone I could get the information, he ſaid that in the preſent poli- 
tical ſituation of the United States with France, ſuch compliance to a 
| Frenchman was impoſſible : and although I ſaw in this the perſonal diſ- 


poſition of the ſecretary of the treaſury, and that this ſtateſman did not 


wiſh to diſcloſe what he conſidered political ſecrets to one whom: he 


looked upon in ſame degree as an enemy, I was obliged to ſubmit to his 


harſh anſwer. The value of the exports from the State of New Vork in 
1788, was one million nine hundred and twenty- five thouſand dollars. 


Potaſhes are more exported from New Nork than from any other port 


of the United States. That commodity is here, as in all the other ſtates, 


ſubjected to inſpection, and it is the only article that is always ſold for 
ready money. All the other articles of produce ſubject to be inſpected 
in the other ſtates are ſo in this. The examination of flour, although 
more ſtrict than in the ſouthern ſtates, is leſs ſo than at Philadelphia. 


THE CITY OF NEW YORK. 


New York is, next to Philadelphia, the largeſt and beſt town in the 
United States. Theſe two cities rival each other almoſt in every reſpect. 
Philadelphia has hitherto had the advantage, but from the fine ſituation 


of New York there is reaſon to expect that ſooner or hier it will Hain 
the ſuperiority. 


It is calculated that this city contains at preſent ds of fifty thou- 
ſand inhabitants. There have been no leſs than four hundredand fifty new 
houſes built here in this preſent year. It is increaſed and beautified with 
unheard of quickneſs; ; a circumſtance owing, no doubt, in a great mea- 


fare, to the immenſe benefit its trade has derived for theſe two or three 


ycars from the preſent ſtate of Europe. But if peace diminiſh, as it 
certainly will, their exceſſive profits, the extenſion of the cultivated lands 
and ſettlements in this vaſt territory, the produce of which will find, di- 
rectly or indirectiy, a vent by Hudſon's River, will inſure a ſolid founda- 
tion, independently of all foreign circumſtances, for the increaſing proſ- 


perity of the trade of New York. To all theſe advantages New York 


adds 
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adds that of lying more to the caſtward, and -nearer to the fea than any 
port in America, except Boſton ;: and it is never choaked up with ice, 
although that part of the bay, which is formed by the mouth of the river 
and the ſea, is ſometimes frozen ſo hard as to make an eaſy communica- 
tion on the ice between the ny and the iſlands called Governor's and 
Staten Iſlands. 

New York is built at the EGS of the iſland of Manhattan, n now 
generally known by the name of New York Iſland; This iſland, which 
is fifteen miles long, and three broad at the wideſt part, is formed by 
Hudſon's River and Eaſt River, improperly ſo called, it being nothing 
elſe than an arm of the ſea, which ſeparates Long Iſland from New York 
Iſland and the continent. The firſt houſes of New. York, then. New 
Amſterdam, were built in 1614 by the Dutch. The Engliſh made 
themſelves maſters of it in 1684, and retained it till 1783. It was the 
laſt town on the continent which they quitted. 

In 1775, when it was evacuated by the American troops, the beſt part 
of the town, and that ſituated next the fort, was, as the Americans ſay, 
burnt by the Engliſh, and, according to the Engliſh, by the Americans. 
This quarter of the city has been rebuilt ſince the peace, and is now 
one of the handſomeſt parts in it. The town had formerly been built 
without any regular plan, whence every where almoſt, except what has 
been rebuilt in conſequence of the fire, the ſtreets are ſmall and crooked ; 
the foot-paths, where there are any, narrow, and interrupted by the ſtairs 
from the houſes, which makes the walking on them extremely inconve- 
nient. Some good brick houſes are ſituated in theſe narrow ſtreets ; but 
in general the houſes are mean, ſmall, and low, built of wood, and a 
great many of them yet bear the marks of Dutch taſte. The new part 
of the city built adjoining to Hudſon's River, and parallel with its courſe, 
is infigitely more handſome ; the ſtreets there being generally ſtraight, 
broad, interſecting each other at right angles, and the houſes much bet- 
ter built. There is not in any city in the world a finer ſtreet than Broad- 
way ; it is near a mile in length, and is meant to be {till | farther ex- 
tended : it is more than a hundred feet wide from one end to the other. 

Vol. II. 3 M Moſt 


| 
| 
| 


458 TRAVELS Ix NORTH AMERICA, 


Moſt part of the houſes are of brick, and a number of them extremely 
handſome. From its clevated. ſituation, its poſition on the river, and the 


_ elegance of the buildings, it is naturally the place of reſidence of the 


moſt opulent inhabitants. Broadway 1s terminated, at one. end, by a 
handſome ſquare, in the front of which is the governor's houſe, built in 
a very good ſtile of architecture, upon the ſpot where the tort ſtood be- 
fore the revolution. The demolition of this fort. has alſo left between 
the governor's houſe and the river a large ſpace, which has been formed 
into a public walk, upon the banks of Hudſon's River, and from thence 
round to Eaſt River, commands a view as far as the narrows at the en- 
trance of the roadſtead. Thus, in this promenade, the eye embraces at 
once all the outlets of this great port, and ſees all its ſhipping come in 
and go out. This walk, which is called the Battery, might undoubtedly 
be kept in better order, and be made more agreeable to the ufe it is in- 
tended for, by planting ſome trees, &c. but as it is, its ſituation makes it 
incomparably the moſt delightful public walk any where to be found. 
The fortifications erected upon Governor's Ifland, to defend the en- 
trance of the harbour, are partly of brick and partly of earth; they are 
in a reſpectable ſtate of defence. The works were begun three years ago, 


upon a very good plan, by M. VixcexrT, a French engineer, and eighty 


thouſand dollars granted by Congreſs have been already expended upon 
them; but it will take a great deal more to complete them; and this 
mult be expended regularly, and without delay, which is ſeldom the caſe 
with works of this kind in the United States. It appears, however, evi- 
dent to me, that to fortify the heights of Long Ifland, would be alone an 


effectual defence of the harbour of New Vork; at leaſt that it would be 


an indiſpenſable addition to its ſecurity, as there is nothing to prevent 
an enemy from landing in ſome places in that -ifland ; and having poſ- 
ſeſſed themſelves of theſe heights, they might ſoon become maſters ot 
New York, which they could eaſily deſtroy by their artillery. 

New York was, till laſt year, the ſeat of the legiſlature of the nts, 
which has been ſince that time transferred to Albany. The building in 
which the legiſlature held its ſittings, and which contains alſo the courts 

1 * 
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of juſtice, is one of the moſt elegant, or, at leaſt, the moſt ſpacious in 
the city. It is, however, much inferior to the 18 n of it in 
all the American Gazetteers, 

There are here nineteen places of worſhip, belonging to different coli 
gions. Of theſe the Trinity Church and St. Paul's are the largeſt and 
moſt elegant. St. Paul's is the eprſcopal church. The biſhop, the mi- 
niſters, and the rector are paid from its revenues, which there, as in all 
the others in America, are increaſed by letting out the pews. The mo- 
nument erected by order of Congreſs to the memory of General Mont- 
gomery, who was killed at the fiege of Quebec, in 1795, ſtands nt 
one of the outſide walls of St. Paul's Church. 

There are three markets at New Vork, but all of them ſmall and nar- 
row, very much inferior to thoſe of Philadelphia, both in ſize, and in 
neatneſs, and regularity, They are ſupplied from Jerſey, and, in a great 
meaſure, from Long Ifland. The nearneſs of the ſea makes the fiſh- 
market be better ſupplied here than at Philadelphia. All the trade of 
conſequence is carried on by Eaſt River, where likewiſe come the veſſels 
from Connecticut. It is only the veſſels belonging to Hudſon's north 
river that land their cargoes at the keys upon that river. 

The water is, in general, bad at New York, although in ſome quar- 
ters it is leſs ſo than in others. There is a pump placed at the extremity 
of the city, where thoſe families that are not ſatisfied with the wells'and 
common pumps, get their water. The ſpring which ſupplies this pump 
belongs to one of the inhabitants, and is by him let for twelve hundred 
dollars, to a perſon who is ſaid to ſell daily from fifteen to twenty thou- 
fand gallons, and ſometimes more. This water is known in the town by 
the name of tea water. 

But I have ſaid enough of this city. All the accounts hich 150 
give of it would not equal the deſcriptions to be found in moſt of the 
American almanacks. I ſhall therefore confine myſelf to a few words on 
its pores — 
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HOSPITALS AND PUBLIC CHARITIES. | 


An hoſpital fit to contain a hundred and fifty patients, is ſupported « at 
New York at the expence of the ſtate. 

* this hoſpital are admitted all the poor inhabitants of New Vork, and 

n ſtrangers. An order, ſigned by one of the directors, is all that is 
abel, and from the number of patients, Which ſeldom exceed W 
it appears that this facility of admiſſion is not abuſed. et 
© Thoſe patients who can afford it, pay to the inſtitution two m and 
a half weekly for their expences. 

A ſkilful phyſician viſits the patients 4 once a day; ind a 
young phyſician and an apothecary live in the houſe. | The ſtudents 
who attend the phyſician in his viſits, pay, as at Philadelphia, a ſmalt 
ſum towards forming a library. More attention ſeems to be paid here 
to the patients than at Philadelphia; or, at leaſt, the hoſpital is regu- 
lated fo as to be of more benefit in the inſtruction of the pupils, and even 
of the phyſicians. A very correct journal is kept of the different n. 
their management, the effect of the medicines, &. 

Upon the whole this hoſpital ſeems to be well managed, but the pa- 
tients labouring under different diſorders are not kept ſufficiently apart, 
which is principally owing to the ſmall number of the ſick; The hof- 
pital having been burnt during the war, it has been rebuilt partly by 
ſubſcription, and partly by the public money. It is at this time ſup- 
ported altogether by the ſtate, who have endowed it with the ſum of 
twelve thouſand five hundred dollars paid annually by the treaſurer: 
The directors have apphed ſor an augmentation of this ſum, which is re- 
quired for the additions and ameliorations as well of the buildings as of 
| the ground fürrounding it. They will obtain this zugmentation from 
the wiſe liberality of the legiſlature, which never refuſes uſeful and be- 
neficial expences, although they might ſometimes ren ae them with 
more advantage and judgment than they have done.” 

The poor's-houſe is fupported by a poor's-rate raiſed among the i in- 


r of the city, and is under the direction of inſpectors of the poor. 
| There 
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There are generally from ſix to eight hundred paupers kept in this houſe, 
beſides fix hundred more who received affiſtance from it during winter. 
The building was erected laſt year, and coſt twenty-five. thouſand 
pounds, or an hundred and thirty thouſand dollars. It is kept remark- 
ably neat, and the poor well treated. A great number of theſe are in- 
firm, decayed, and children, ſo that the only labour that can be expected 
from them is the kitchen-work, waſhing, ſewing, and working in the 
garden belonging to the houſe. 

The annual expence of each pauper is calculated at forty pounds, or 
an hundred and fifty dollars. The annual poor's- rate amounts to thirty 
thouſand dollars, and is in proportion to, one third of the whole taxes 
raiſed in the city in thoſe years where there is no extraordinary expence. 

If a poor's-houſe be any where proper, it is undoubtedly in a great 
city, but, in my opinion, it is ſeldom. a good inſtitution either in a poli- 
tical or charitable point of view. According to the acknowledgment of 
the inſpectors of the poor at New. York, the poor-houſe of New York 
produces paupers. 

It is aſtoniſhing, that we ſee nowhere 1n 8 the eſtabliſhment of 
benefit-clubs, where the working claſs might, by contributing a ſmall 
part of their earnings, ſecure to themſelves, in their old age, a ſupport 
ariſing from their economy, which. would prevent that kind of ſhame 
ever attending the receipt of public charity, and would be, in its effects, 
as beneficial to the morals of the people as to the finances of the ſtate, 
and its true proſperity. Such inſtitutions ſhould therefore receive every 
public encouragement. 

A numerous ſociety, called the City Dijpenſary, Wr alfo, by ſub- 
{cription, for the relief of the indigent ſick, in providing them with medi- 
cines. A phyſician, a ſurgeon, and an apothecary, are appointed and paid 
by the ſociety to give their advice to the patients who attend. there in 
virtue of an order from a member of the ſociety. In caſes of neceſſity 
they are alſo to viſit the poor at their own houſes, and to inoculate them 
if required. The ſubſcription is five dollars a year, which gives the 
member a right to have two patients at all times on the hiſt ; and a mem- 
Ky | ber 
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ber. may nominate more upon the additional payment of two dollars 
-and a half for each. A ſubſcription of fifty dollars is the qualification 
of a member for life. This ſociety annually relieves from ſeven to eight 
hundred fick. It is a kind of inſtitution common to all the large towns 
of the United States, and ſeems to be one of great utility. 

At New York, as in all the great trading towns on the continent, 
there are a great number of priſoners for debt. A ſociety has been 
eſtabliſhed by voluntary ſubſcription, which provides amply for the wants 
of thoſe debtors who have no other recourſe to procure garments and bed 
clothes. The juries called in courts of law, who are allowed a ſhilling a 
day cach for their attendance, generally alſo give up this ſmall ſalary to 
the above purpoſe. The relief thus granted to the poor priſoners amounts 
-annually to five or ſix hundred dollars. 

There are ſeveral other charitable ſocieties eſtabliſhed at New York, all 
with a view of relieving the unfortunate, the ſick, and of different de- 
Acriptions; each of which has its particular regulations. 

This 1s the proper place to mention the relief granted by the ſtate and 
city of New York to the unfortunate coloniſts who eſcaped from St. Do- 
mingo, and which has been continued ever fince the year 1793, when 1 it 
was begun. | | 

Immediately upon their arrival at New York, a fubſcription was 
quickly raiſed ſor their relief, amounting to the ſum of eleven thouſand 
ſix hundred and twenty-four dollars, and ſince that time eleven thouſand 
two hundred and fifty dollars more have been granted by the legiſlature 
of the ſtate for the emigrant coloniſts. The ſtate of New York has had 
alſo the diſtribution of ſeventeen hundred and fifty dollars, as their pro- 
portion of fifteen thouſand dollars voted by Congreſs in 1794 with the 
ſame intention; fo that the unfortunate coloniſts of St. Domingo have 
received from the ſtate of New York the ſum -of twenty-four thouſand 
ſix hundred and twenty-four dollars, or an hundred and thirty-two thou- 
ſand nine hundred and ſeventy French livres. 

The benevolent ſpirit which induced the ſubſcription and vote for 


theſe ſums has alſo preſided at their diſtribution. Immediately on their 
arrival 
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arrival houſes were taken to receive thoſe moſt deftitute of reſources ; 
they were there ſupplied with food, clothing, and fewel ; the leſs neceſ- 
ſitous receiyed a, ſmall weekly allowance of from ſix to twelve dollars, 
according to the number of their family. By degrees theſe ſuccours be- 
came leis neceſſary. France provided for the ſupport of a great number 
of families; a number of others, from time to time, returned to the co- 
lonics, or proceeded to France; but the ſtate. of New York has never 
ceaſed to exerciſe its benevolence, and there now are raiſed funds to ſe- 
cure. the French families in the city who are deſtitute of reſources, againſt 
the wants and ſeverity of the approaching winter. The diſtributors of 
theſe fuccours have been Lawrence EMERY and RICHARD LAREANER, 
both Quakers, who deſerve every praiſe, and the particular gratitude of 
all Frenchmen, for the goodneſs, the juſtice, and the unremitting atten- 
tion with which they have diſcharged this honourable function. Richard 
Larzner is now the ſole agent, Lawrence Emery having been dead for 
theſe two years. 


BANKS. 


There are two banks eſtabliſhed at New York ; one of theſe is a branch 
of the bank of the United States, and 1s conducted in the fame man- 
ner, and under the ſame regulations, as the other branches of that bank; 
the other is the bank known by the name of the New York Bank.” It 
was incorporated in 1791 ; its capital is nine hundred and fifty thouſand 
dollars, in nineteen hundred ſhares of five hundred dollars each. The 
rules and the buſineſs carried on by this bank are ſimilar to thoſe of the 
others eſtabliſhed in the United States, particularly in Pennſylvania. In 
its adminiſtration, and in all its tranſactions, it is abſolutely independent 
of the ſtate, which, by a particular regulation, may purchaſe as far as 
a hundred ſhares, but has no farther vote in the deliberations, than in 
proportion to its ſhares as an ordinary proprietor. This bank deſervedly 
enjoys the confidence of the public. Its dividends are about nine per 
cent per annum. The preſent value of ſhares is about twenty-five per 


cent above their original price. 
PRISONS. 


— - - — — —— — — — —— + — — — 


464 TRAVELS IN NORTH AMERICA, 


PRISONS, 
I have before mentioned that the criminal juriſprudence has hight re- 


formed 1 in the ſtate of New York, and, with the exception of the crime 


of robbery in churches, has been made altogether ſimilar to that of Penn- 
ſylvania : that new ſyſtem neceſſarily produced the preſent regulation of 
priſons. The legiſlature of New York have been anxiouſly engaged in 
this particular, and in the conſtruction of a priſon at New York for ſtate 
convicts; and in the mean time, ſince paſſing the law, it has been ordered 
to delay building the priſon at Albany. 

The new priſon at New York is already nearly finiſhed, and it is 
upon a very complete plan. Its walls incloſe four acres, and nothing is 
wanting in reſpect of ſecurity, extent, good air, diviſion of the different 
claſſes of priſoners, facility of ſuperintendence, and every other circum- 
ſtance neceflary to this ſort of inſtitution, and will, without doubt, be 
one of the moſt perſect buildings of its kind. It may give ſome idea of 
the liberality of the legiſlature of New York in defraying expences for 
public utility, to ſtate that this priſon will coſt upwards of nine hundred 
thouſand dollars. It will not be entirely completed till the next year, 
but in the preſent year the chief of the lodging part will be finiſhed, and 


the convidts are to be removed thither in the courſe of a month. 


This priſon is intended for that claſs of priſoners only; priſoners 
for debt, and thoſe committed by the police, being confined in ſepa- 
rate priſons. It were to be wiſhed, that it had been built within the 
city, from which it is about half a mile diſtant, as it would in that caſe 
have been in leſs danger of being forced from without, and the perſons 
in confinement reſcued. But the city of New York is extending ſo 
rapidly on that ſide, that in a very few years it is probable the priſon will 
not be thus inſulated: and even now it is not at ſo gud a diſtance but 
aſſiſtance may be caſily got when neceſſary. 

The internal government of this priſon will be ee as at Phila- 
delphia, under inſpectors, principally Quakers. One of thoſe, THOMAS 


'Eppy, whofe philanthropy, virtue, and zeal, merit equally the eſteem 


of 
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of the public, will render this inſtitution in no teſpect inſerior to that of 
Pennſylvania. He is one of the moſt excellent of men, his ſirſt wiſh be- 
ing to do good to others. In giving him this praiſe, I do not mean to 
detract from the merit of his coadjutors, who, he affures me, are ani- 
mated with the ſame ſentiments as himfelf ; but, as I happen not to be 
acquainted with them, I cannot ſpeak from my own knowledge. 
The convicts are at preſent. confined in the ordinary priſon, and are 
well ſuperintended: four or five of them are in the fame apartment; but 
they are not made to work, the place hot permitting” it. In the fame 
range of buildings where the convicts are kept, is the houſe of correction, 
for women confined by order of the police. It is the old fyſtem of the 
Satpetriere at Paris, in all its imperfections. I could not ſee, without 
horror, two or three girls, twelve years of age, arreſted as public proſti- 
tutes; and one of them was there for the ſecond: time. eee 
large cities are cvery where alike. | | | 


_THE COUNTRY ABOUT NEW YORK, '- 


The iſland of New York being the only place round the city that can 
be reached without croſſing water, the ground there has riſen to an 
enormous price. In this place the moſt opulent inhabitants of New 
York have their country ſeats. Among theſe, that of Mr. Oxivn 
is moſt diſtinguiſhed for its ſimplicity and taſte, and for its pleaſure- 
grounds, planted with alt the European trees, reared with an attention 
very uncommon in America, and which is fully recompenſed by its ſue- 
ceſs. Mr. Olive's houſe is ſtil] more remarkable for the truly patriarehal 
and hoſpitable life he there leads. He paſſes at this villa all the time 
he can ſpare from his buſineſs as a merchant, and has the happineſs to 
be, with. one of the moſt accompliſhed of wives, ſurrounded by x charm- 
ing family. He is of the firſt rank among theſe Frenehmen whom no 
private intereſt could induee to make them forget that of their" country. 
The Americans allow, that this — more common among 
French, than among any other people. Ni $12 „e 89 299457203 e: 
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Tube ſoil is in general bad in the iſland of New Vork; it ſells however 
higher than any of the grounds in the environs of Philadelphia. 

The land in Long-Iſland, which'is the dearer in proportion to its vici- 
nity to New York; is of a very inferior quality. In other reſpects, how- 
erer, that iſland is extremely agreeable. The land, although very in- 
different, is well cultivated, the market of New Vork furniſhing a cer- 
tain and profitable vent for their produce. Yet» towards the middle of 
the iſland. there is a good deal of ground, of a light and dry ſand, that 
has been hitherto: conſidered as unfit for cultivation. Although I went 
through the whole of this ifland, I do not conſider it ſufficiently intereſt- 
ing to enter into any details reſpecting it, ſuch as I have given of my 
other journies. In a ſpace of four hundred miles ſquare, Long-Iſland 
contains, according to an enumeration made in 1790, thirty- eight thou- 
ſand two hundred and nineteen inhabitants, . four thouſand 
eight hundred and thurty-r -nine ſlaves. | 


THE MANNERS OF NEW YORK, AND NOTICES OF PERSONS 
INCIDENT TO THE SUBJ ECT. 


ey thing i is ſtill dearer -at — York than at Philadelphia: the 
ſhops are not ſo well ſupplied, : the ane nod ſo civil and 
_ , 

The manners are the 3 at New . — 
in America, throughout all the different claſſes of ſociety. In point of 
hoſpitality, the inhabitants hold a middle degree between thoſe of Phila- 
delphia and thoſe of Boſton. 

Their political opinions were more bm to England two years 
ago than they are now; and it is at preſent doubtful whether Mr. Jay, 
who owes his election as cn of the ſtate to that dipobitien, wull be 
re- elected the enſuing year. 

I had great pleaſure in again meeting pda Hamilton, who, as I 
have already mentioned, is one of the moſt intereſting characters in Ame- 


tica: he unites, to an ** underſtanding, a great degree of courage 
| and 
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and firmnefs, with mild and extremely agreeable mühe: ti gene- 
rally thought, and apparently with ſome foundation thabhe/Rrongly in- 
fluenced, and even directed the conduct of General Waſhington” inthe 
laſt years of his preſidency. -Mr. Hamilton is, more than any other of 
the federaliſt party, expoſed to the ill- will of the oppoſite party: he is a 
very eminent Barriſter at New York, and his profeſſional conduct is 
highly liberal. Born without a fortune, he quitted the office of ſecretary 
of the treaſury without a fortune, when the circumſtances of the conſo- 
1idation of the public debt, the extenſive ſales of land; &c. gave him im- 
menſe opportunities of becoming rich, without the riſk of public cenſure, 
if he had choſen to profit by them; but a diſintereſtedneſs in pecumary 
tters, every where rare, but particularly ſo in America, is a univer- 
ſally allowed trait in Mr. Hamilton's character; and I have been in- 
formed; by his clients, that their only nn with him 1 1 OW the 
ſmallneſs of the fees he requires. if 
Colonel Buns, who is alſo one of the moſt 4 en — in 
the United States, for the extent, preciſion, and clearneſs of his judg- 
ment, for his acquired knowledge, and for the delicaey and generoſity 
of his ſentiments, and whoſe friendſhip 1 have enjoyed for theſe two 
years, made me acquainted with the aged General CLIxX TO, formerly 
governor of the ſtate of New York, Who is now as ardent in his love of 
liberty as he was at the age of thirty; and as he has devoted himſelf 
during the whole courſe of the revolution, and fince that period, to eſta» 
bliſh and preſerve the liberty of his country, he alſo has a number of enc+ 
mies in the federaliſt party; but, from hat I have ſeen, and from what 
I know of him, I conſider him a man of the moſt eſtimable character 
Another inhabitant of New York, Wwhom I frequently met during my 
laſt ſtay there, where my intention of returning ſoon to Europe induded 
me to keep little company, is ED MUND L1vis6sT0S, one of the moſt 
enlightened and eloquent members of the oppoſition party in congreſs. 


When the American politics, coming round towards England,; teftrained : . : 


public expreflions of attachment to the unfortunate» Lafayette, whom 


n knew 1 in fact more as the n of George the Third, and under 
| 3N2 the 
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the influence of that monarch, than that of the Emperor, nn 
any attempts being made to looſen his chains; Edward Livingſton more 
chan once raiſed his voice in congreſs, to engage them to take proper 
ſteps towards the deliverance of that unfortunate but eſtimable character, 
and to call the honourable attention of congreſs towards his ſon. Al- 
though Edward Livingſton is too young to have ſerved with Lafayette 
in America, and could have no particular tie to him, he ſaw in his cauſe 
that of the friends of liberty, that of America, and he has ſupported it 
with warmth. He has always been ſeconded by a number of his col- 
leagues, and often by the majority; he would have been fo by the Rs 
in neee ee ee diſpoſitions. 

- I ſhall be pardoned for adding the name of Kosclosko to = li 
which I delight in commemorating. There is no heart friendly to liberty, 
or an admirer of virtue and talent, in whom the name of Koſcioſko does 

not excite ſentiments of intereſt and reſpect. The purity and liberality 
of his intentions, the boldneſs of his undertakings, the able manner in 
which he conducted them, and the misfortunes and atrocious captivity 
which have been their conſequence, are too well known to require repeti- 
tion. It is alſo well known, that Paul the Firſt ſignaliſed the com- 
mencement of his reign. by the enlargement. of this reſpectable. ſufferer, 
whoſe impriſonment and barbarous treatment made every generous. mind 
condemn Catharine, if the whole life of that infamous waman, blacken- 
ed with crimes and vices, could be fullied by an additional crime. In 
America, where he ſerved with diſtinction in the war of the revolution, 
bas Koſeioſko come to ſeek an aſylum. He lodged, when I ſaw him, at 
the houte of the brave General Gar zs, in whole army be was employed 
at the memorable affair of Saratoga. The conſequences of his waunds, 
which ſtill prevent him from the free uſe of one of his legs, and his rigor 
ous confinement, have impaired his health, but it now begins to be re- 
eſtabliſhed. Simple and modeſt, he even ſheds. tears of gratitude, and 
feems aſtoniſhed at the homage he receives. He ſees in every man, who. 
is the friend of liberty and of man, a brother. His countenance, 1park- 
ung with fcc, diſcovers a foul which no cucumitances can render de- 
pendent, 
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pendent, and expreſſes the language of his heart, Shall I never then fight 
more for my country? He ſpeaks little, particularly on the misfortunes of 
his country, although the thought of theſe occupy his whole ſoul. In a 
word, ele vation of ſentiment, grandeur, ſweetneis, force, goodneſs, all 
that commands reſpect and homage, appear to me to be concentrated in 
this celebrated and intereſting victim of misfortune. and deſpotiſm. I 
have met few men whoſe appearance ſo much excited in me that effect. 
His young friend NitzMcewicz, who was wounded in the ſame battle 
with Koſcioſko, and, like him, was impriſoned in the dungeons of Ca- 
therinc, has followed him to America, and devotes to him the fondeſt 
attentions of friendſhip. Niemcewicz is, from his noble ſentiments, the 
agreeableneſs of his manners, and the extent of his knowledge, a perſon 


particularly intereſting. Fan 


nb. A * "pete 0 
Aer nn boch cheſs eee enen e e 


with a ſincere wiſh for the happineſs of their country, which was re- 
. | 
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GENERAL OBSERVATIONS we THE A ITED STATES. 


AVING given a ſketch of the conſtitutions and principal laws of 

the union, T have now to ſpeak of the ſederal government, which 

exerciſes a ſovereign power over ow 2 and ſorms the bond which 
unites them together.. 

The political character of the times gives a dans of importance to this 
part of my work that belongs to no other; were it not, indeed, abſolutely 
neceſſary to render the notions of my reader more diſtin& and — | 
reſpecting the * States and their ſeyeral ——— | | 


. 
* 
P . | - 


SITU ATION OF THE UN ITED STATES PREVIOUS TO THE 
YEAR 1787. 


Early in the American revolution, and in the midſt of the dangers of 
that war it occaſioned, a congreſs was held of deputies from cach of the 
ſtates, who, ſitting together in one chamber, formed the government of 
the union. The only bond which connected the ſeveral ſtates, at this pe- 
riod, was the common cauſe in which they were engaged; and the ge- 
neral confidence was the ſole authority of the congreſs. But ſo impe- 
rious were the circumſtances in which they acted, and ſo perfect the zeal 
of their conſtituents, that the-orders they iſſued, many of which ex- 
ceeded their authority, were promptly and ſcrupulouſly obeyed. The 
congreſs thus ſtrengthened with the public opinion accompliſhed many 
great objects; it levied armies; raiſed extenſive loans; formed important 
alliances; maintained the war with vigour; and proclaimed the inde- 
pendence of the country. 
ts The 
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The articles of confederation which were not adopted till 1781, gare a 


the congreſs a more extenſive authority; but one that was ſtill very li- 
mited, and, in many reſpects, incomplete: By thoſe articles/ it had au- 
thority to require of the different ſtates the money necetlary. for the Mar, 
and the expences of the union; but it was totally deſtitute of all means 
of coercion on the ſtates, or even individuals, who ſhould refuſe to bear 
their portion of the public burthens; and all regulations of commerce, 
however general, were left to the ſeveral ſtates. 91 TIT "I 

At the peace, zeal and confidence abated with the — — the dan- 
gers that gave them birth. The congreſs ſound the limits of its au 
thority too narrow ; it was deſtitute even of power to execute its own 
laws; and was, on that account, unwilling to paſs many that were ne- 
ceſſary. The inadequacy of the government to its obje& was. felt in 
eyery direction; the ſeveral ſtates neglected to fulfil engagements made 
by the congreſs, in the name of the whole, to pay debts contracted. for 
the war; the paper of the congreſs was depreciated ; credit exiſted. no 
longer ; and commerce languiſhed. England laid heavy duties on the 
importation of the produce of the American ſtates. Some of the ſtates, 
it is true, impoſed heavy duties on Engliſh goods; but that meaſure was 
not general, and, in the condition of the country, the expedient was pre- 
judicial to the ſtates by whom it was adopted. 

It was in the midſt of theſe and other calamities. — with a deſign of 
—— a remedy to them, that the Convention of Annapolis, and after- 
wards that of Philadelphia, were convoked. 

This laſt convention framed the conſtitution which at this day exiſts 
in the United States. Although it is already well known, I will here ſet 
it down entire and in its own. words. A conſtitution is a thing of which 
a perfect idea is not formed from a mere, abſtract ; and a complete idea 
of the American conſtitution is neceflary to comprehend what I have to 
ſay concerning the debates on this conſtitution, and the oppoſition. i it had | 
to encounter. * | 
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CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES. 


We, the people of the United States, in order to form a more nerf 
union, eſtabliſh juſtice, inſure domeſtic tranquillity, provide for the 
common defence, promote the general welfare, and ſecure the bleſſings 
of liberty to ourſelves and our poſterity, do ordain and een this con- 
e * — United States of America. 


ARTICLE I. 


Section iſt. All legiſlative powers herein granted ſhall be veſted in a 
conigreſs of the United States, which ſhall conift of a ſenate and houſe 
of repreſentatives. 

© Seer. 24. The houſe of repreſentatives ſhalt be NE of members 
choſen every ſecond year by the people of the ſeveral ftates ; and the 
electors in each ſtate ſhall have the qualifications requiſite for electors of 
th moſt numerous branch of the ſtate legiſlature. 

No perſon ſhall be a repreſentative who ſhall not have attained to the 
age of twenty-five years, and been ſeven years a citizen of the United 
States; and who ſhall not, when elected, be an inhabitant by Wa ſtate 
in which he ſhall be choſen. 

© Repreſentatives and direct taxes ſhall be apportioned among the ſeveral 
ſtates which may be included within this union, according to their re- 
ſpective numbers, which ſhall be determined by adding to the whole 
number of free perſons, including thoſe bound to ſervice for a term of 
years, and excluding Indians not taxed, three-fifths of all other perſons. 
The actual enumeration ſhall be made within three years after the firſt 
meeting of the congreſs of the United States, and within every ſubſe- 
quent term of ten years, in ſuch a manner as they ſhall by law direct. The 
number of repreſentatives ſhall not exceed one for every thirty thouſand, 
but each ſtate ſhall have at leaſt one repreſentative ; and until ſuch enu- 
meration ſhall be made, the ſtate of New Hampſhire ſhall be entitled to 
chooſe three, Maſſachuſetts eight, Rhode Ifland and Providence Planta- 
| tions 
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tions one, Connecticut five, New York fix, New Jerſey four, Pennſyl- 
vania eight, Delaware one, Maryland fix, Nn ton, . Carolina 
five, South Carolina five, and Georgia three. 

. —— n 
tive authority theroof ſhall iſſue writs of election to fill ſuch vacancies. 
The thouſe of repreſentatives ſhall chooſe their 1 mu 
and ſhall have the ſole power of impeachment. 

Sect. 3d. The ſenate of the United States — of two 
ſenators from each ſtate, 3 for fix years; 
and each ſenator ſhall have one vote. 

Immediately After they ſhall be aſſembled, — Get 
election, they ſhall be divided as equally as may be into three claſſes. 
The ſeats of the ſenators of the firſt elaſs ſhall be vacated at the expira- 
tion of the ſecond year; of the ſecond claſs at the expiration of the 
fourth year ; and of the third clas at the expiration of the ſixth year; 
fo that one - third may be choſen in every ſecond year; and if vacancies 
happen by reſignation, or otherwiſe, during the receſs of the legiflature 
of any ſtate, the executive power thereof may make temporaty appoint- 
ments until the next „ —— pre which ſhalt then fill up 
ſuch vacancies. ISNT, 

No petfon Wel be e fenster his Bill not Have embed 46 Gmb ug of 
thirty years, and been nine years a citizen of the United States; and NE 
Mall not, when en be an inhabitant of the ſtate nn. he ſhall 
be choſen. Ae 4 10 bs et; Sid MN Led 4 054462 

The vice-preſident of the United- States el nende of the 4 
nate; but ſhall have no vote, unleſs they be equally divided. PI 

The fenate ſhall chooſe their other officers, and — Pro 
tempore, in the abſence of the vice-preſident, or _ he ſhall exerciſe 
they wurm nete of the Utited States.. 

Phe ſenate Mall have the ſole — —— Wen 
ſitting for that purpoſe, they ſhall be on oath-or- «effirmiations When 
er e eee 2 * preſide; 

Vo. II. 30 and 
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and no perſon ſhall be convicted without che concurrence of two-thirds 
of the members preſent. 

Judgment, in caſes of impeachment, ſhall not extend further than to 
a removal from office, and a diſqualification to hold and enjoy any office 
of honour, truſt, or profit under the United States; but the party con- 
victed ſhall be nevertheleſs ſubject to indictment, tral, judgment, and 
puniſhment, according to law. 
Sec. ath. The times, places, and manner of holding 9 for ſe- 
nators and repreſentatives, ſhall be preſcribed in each ſtate by the legif- 
lature thereof; but the congreſs may at any time by law, make or, alter 
ſuch regulations, except as to the place of chooſing ſenators. | 

The congreſs ſhall aſſemble at leaſt once every year, and ſuch meet- 
ings ſhall be on the firſt Monday of Dacembes, unleſs they ſhall by law 
appoint a, different day. \ hen 

Sect. 5th. Each houſe ſhall be the — we e e — and 
qualifications for its own members, and a majority of each ſhall conſti- 
tute a quorum to do buſineſs; but a ſmaller number may adjourn from 
day to day, and may be authorized to compel the attendance of abſent 
members, in ſuch a manner, and under ſuch penalties as cach MES may 
provide. 

Each houſe may determine the rules of its proceedings, A its mem- 


"Wk for diſorderly behaviour, and, with the eee of e 
expel a member. 
Each houſe ſhall keep a journal of its proceedings, and from time to 


time publiſh the ſame, excepting ſuch parts as in their judgment may 
require ſecrecy ; and the yeas and nays of the members of either houſe, 


on any queſtion, ſhall, at the deln of one-fifth of thoſe ab be en- 
tered on the journal. 


Neither houſe, during the ſeflion. of congxch, ſhall, without the con- 
ſent of the other, adjourn for more than three days, Sl 
(999g Rr or oc ny yam ; 


Sect. oth. The ſenators and 1 thall receive a + compenl 


- . 
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tion for their ſervices, to be aſcertained by law, and paid out of the trea · 
ſury of the United States. They ſhall, in all caſes, except treaſon, fe- 
lony, and the breach of peace, be privileged from arreſt during their 
attendance at the ſeſſion of their reſpective houſes, and in going to and 
returning from the ſame; and for any ſpeech or debate in either 2 
they ſhall not be queſtioned in any other place: 

No ſenator or repreſentative: ſhall, during the time for which be was 
elected, be appointed to any civil office under the authority of the United 
States, which ſhall have been created, or the emoluments whereof ſhall: 
have been encreaſed during ſuch time; and no perſon holding any office 
under the United States:ſhall be a n of either un Wet, his 
continuance in office. Sill 9 1 | 

Sect. 7th. All bills for raiſing revenue e ſhall originate” in the houſe of 
repreſentatives ; but the ſenate _ E or N with NES HE 
as on any other bills. io 

Every bill which ſhall have W in the houſe of mnt wad | 


the ſenate, ſhall,” before it becomes a law, be preſented to the preſident 


of the United States; and if he approve; he ſhall ſign it, but if not he 
ſhall return it, with his objections, to that houſe in which it originated, 
who fhall enter the objections at large on their journal, and proceed to 
reconfider it. If, after ſuch re- conſideration, two-thirds! of that houſe 


ſhall agree to paſs the bill, it ſhall be ſent; together with the objections, 


to the other houſe, by which it ſhall alſo be re-confidered; and, if ap- 
proved by two-thirds of that houſe, it ſhall- become a law. But in all 
ſuch caſes the votes of both houſes ſhall be determined by yeas and nays, 
and the names of the perſons voting tor and againſtthe-bilbſhall be en- 
tered on the journal of each houſe reſpectively; - If any bill ſhall not be 
returned by the preſident within ten days, Sundays excepteu, after it ſhall 
have been preſented to him, the ſame ſhall be a law in like manner as if 
he had ſigned it, unleſs the congreſs, by their n eee 

return, in which caſe it ſnhall nut be a law. hb thlu i ¹jẽ 
Every order, reſolution, or vote, to which the concurrence of the ſe- 
nate and houſe of repreſentatives, may be neceſſary, except on a queſtion 
302 of 


. ” — 
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af; adjournment, ſhall be offered to the preſident of the United States; 
and before the ſame ſhall take effect, ſhall be approved by him, or, being 
diſapproved by bim, | ſhall be repaſſed by two-thirds of the ſenate and 

houſe of aconding to che rules and limitations unn 
in the caſe of a bill. 

Sect. 8th. The congreli heb] INE to * and; enen du- 
ties, impoſts, and exciſes; to pay the debts; and provide for the common 
defence and the general welfare of the United States; but all duties, im- 
poſts, and exciſes, ſhall be uniform throughout the United 3 * 

Jo borrow money on the credit of the United States; +, 

Jo regulate commerce with foreign nations, and _— b the: ee 
date, and with the Indian tribes; 

Jo eſtabliſn the uniform rule of naturalization, and ator laws on 
the ſubject of bankruptcies throughout the United States; 

To coin money, regulate the value thereof, and of bree, coin, and 
fix the ſtandard of weights and meaſure 

TO provide for the pumſhment of *countrſiting the ſecurities _ 
eutrent coin of the United States; 

Jo eſtabliſn poſt offices and poſt 12408 | | 

To promote the progreſs: of bie! arts, 15 ag for 
kmited times, to authors and inventors, the excluſive right to their re- 
ſpective writings and diſcoveries; 

To conſtitute tribunals inferior to the ſupreme court; 

' To define and puniſn piracies and felonies committed on the hig fe, 
and offences committed againſt the laws of nations; | 

To declare war, grant letters of marque, and repriſal, and male OE 
concerning captures on land and water; e tre | 

To raiſe and fupport armies; v ae, urge of N b r 
uſe ſhall be for a longer term than two years; ; | 

Jo provide and maintain a navy; 2 

To make rules for the e government an regulation ofthe land and naval : 
forces; | 


BY THE DUKE DE LA ROCHEFOUCAULT ETANCOURT, 477 


To provide for the calling forth the militia to execute the mann 
union, ſuppreſs inſurrections, and repel invaſions; r 
Tov provide for organizing, arming, and diſciplining the militia; 14a 
for governing ſuch part of them as may be employed in the ſervice of 
the United States, reſerving to the ſtates reſpectively the appointment of - 
the officers, and the authority of training the eg np, to FP 

cipline preſcribed by congreſs ; 

- To exerciſe excluſive legiſlation in all caſes'whatfſoever, over ſuch diſ- 
trict, not exceeding ten miles ſquare, as may by ceſſion of particular 
ſtates, and the acceptance of congreſs, become the ſeat of government 
of the United States; and to exerciſe like authority over all places pur 
chaſed by the conſent. of the legiſlature of the ſtate iti Which the ſathe 
ſhall be, for the erection of forts; magazines, arſenals, dock-yards; and 
other needful buildings: and to make all laws which ſhall be neceſſary 
to carry into execution the foregoing powers, and all other powers veſted 
by this conſtitution in tlie 3 CINE United: 3 oy | 
department thereof. | | 

Sect. th. The n —— of uch en as any of the 
ſtates now exiſting ſhall think proper to admit, ſhall not be prohibited 
by the eongreſs prior to the year 1808; but a tax or duty may be im- 
poſed on ſuch importation, not exceeding ten dollars for each perſor. 

The privilege of the writ of habeas corpus ſhall not be ſuſpended, un- 
leſs in caſes of A N or invaſion, or When the unge h * re- 
quure it. 

No bill ieder e fac law mal be paſſed; dz Be littf 

No capitation or other direct tax ſhall” be laid, unleſs in proportion ti 
the cenſus or enumeration herein before directed to be taken. 

No tax or duty ſhall be laid on articles exported from any date No 
preference ſhall be given by any regulation of commerce or revenue to 
the ports of one ſtate over thoſe of another; nor ſhall veſſels bound to or 
from one ſtate, be obliged to enter, clear, or pay duties in another: 

No money ſhall be drawn from the treaſury, but in conſequenee of ap- 


— ta a and a regular ſtatement and account of the 
receipts : 
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receipts and expenditures of all public money ſhall be ee from 
time to time. | 

No title of nobility ſhall be granted by the United States; and no per- | 
ſon holding any office of profit or truſt under them ſhall, without the 
conſent of congreſs, accept of any preſent, emolument, office, or title, «a 
any kind whatever, from any king, prince, or foreign ſtate. . 

Se. 10th. No ftate ſhall enter into any treaty, alliance, or confe- 
deration ; grant letters of marque and repriſal; coin money; emit bills 
of credit; make any thing but gold and ſilver coin a tender in payment 
of debts; paſs any bill of attainder, ex poſt facto law, or law Wee 
the obligations of contracts, or grant any title of nobility. | 

No ſtate ſhall, without the conſent of congreſs, lay any impoſts or 
duties on imports or exports, except what may be abſolutely neceſſary 
for executing its inſpection laws; and the net produce of all duties and 
impoſts, laid by any ſtate on imports or exports, ſhall be for the uſe of 
the treaſury of the United States; and all ſuch laws ſhall be ſubject to 
the reviſion and controul of the congreſs.—No ſtate ſhall; without the 
conſent of congreſs, lay duty on tonnage keep troops, or ſhips of war, in 
time of pcace; enter into any engagement or compact with another 
ſtate, or with a foreign power, or engage in war, unleſs actually , 
or in ſuch imminent danger as will not admit delay. | 


- Aa II. 


Sell "ſt, The executive power ſhall be ory in a preſident of the 
United States of America : he ſhall hold his office during the term of four 
years, and, together with the OE. choſen for the ſame term, be 
elected as follows. | 1 

Each ſtate ſhall appoint, in ſuch manner as the legiſlature RF Ones ay 
direct, a number of electors, equal to the, whole number of ſenators, and 
repreſentatives to Which the ſtate, may be intitled in the congreſs : but no 
ſenator or repreſentative, or perſon holding an office * truſt or profit 
under the United States, ſhall be appointed ele&or. - ' | | 

» Sls electors ſhall meet in their reſpective ſtates, and vote by ballot for 


two 
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two perſons, of whom one at leaſt ſhall not be an inhabitant of the ſame 
ſtate with themſelves. And they ſhall make a liſt of all perſons voted 
for, and the number of votes for each ; which liſt they-ſhall ſign, certify, 
aud tranſmit, ſealed, to the ſeat: of government of the United States, 
directed to the preſident. of the Senate The preſident of the ſenate ſhall, 

in the preſence of the ſenate and houſe of repreſentatives, open all cherer 
tificates, and the votes ſhall then be counted. 2 0 

The perſon having the greateſt number of votes ſhall be the preſidtrit, 
if ſuch a number be a majority of electors appointed; and if there be 
more than one who have. ſuch majority, and have an equal number of 
votes, then the houſe of repreſentatives ſhall immediately chooſe, by bal- 
lot, one of them for preſident; and if no perſon have a majority then 
from the five higheſt on the liſt, the ſaid houſe ſhall, in the like manner, 

[chooſe the preſident. But in chooſing the preſident. the votes ſhall be 
taken by ſtates, the repreſentations from each ſtate; having one vote; a 
quorum for this purpoſe ſhall conſiſt of a member or members from two 
thirds of the ſtates, and a majority of all the ſtates ſhall be neceſſary to a 
choice, In every caſe, after. the choice of the preſident, the perſon having 
the greateſt number of votes of the electors ſhall, be the vice - preſident. 
But if there ſhould remain two or more who have equal votes, the ſenate 
ſhall chooſe from them, by ballot, the vice-preſident. 

The congreſs may determine the time of chooſing the electors, and 
the day on which they ſhall give their votes; which 0 ſhall be the 
ſame throughout the United States. _ 

No perſon except a natural- born citizen, or a citizen of the United 
States, at the time of the adoption of this conſtitution, ſhall be eligible 
to the office of preſident; neither ſhall any perſon be cligible to that 
office who ſhall not have attained. to the age of thirty-five years, and 
been fourteen, years a reſident within the United States. 

In caſe of the removal of the preſident from office, or of. his death, 
reſignation, or inahility to diſcharge the powers and duties of the ſaid 
office, the ſame ſhall devolve on the vice-preſident, and the congreſs may 
by law provide for the caſe of removal, death, reſignation, or inability, 
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both of the preſident and vice-preſident, declaring what officer ſhall 
then act as preſident, and ſuch officer ſhall act accordingly, until the 


diſability be removed, or a preſident ſhall be elected. 
The preſident ſhall, at ſtated times, receive for his ſervices, a compen- 
dation, which ſhall neither be increaſed or diminiſhed during that period 
for which he ſhall have been elected, and he ſhall not receive within that 
Period any other emolument from the United States, or any of them. 

Before he enters on the execution of his office, he ſhall take the fol- | 
lowing oath or affirmation : 

« [ do ſolemnly ſwear, or affirm, that 1 will fairhfally + execute the - 
office of preſident of the United States, and will, to the beſt of my 
ability, preſerve, protect, and defend the conſtitution of the United 
States. 

Sec. 2d. The preſident ſhall be r in chef ef the aaa 
mavy of the United States, and of the militia of the ſeveral ſtates; when 
called into the actual ſervice of the United States, he may require the 
opinion, in writing, of the principal officer in each of the executive de- 
partments, upon any ſubject relating to the duties of their reſpective 
offices, and he ſhall have power to grant reprieves and pardons for of- 
Fences againſt the United States, except in caſes of impeachment. 

He ſhall have power, by and with the advice and conſent of ths ſe- 
nate, to make treaties, provided two-thirds of the ſenators preſent con- 
cur ; and he ſhall nominate, and by and-with the advice and conſent of 
the ſenate ſhall appoint ambaſſadors, other public miniſters, and conſuls, 
judges of the ſupreme court, and all other officers of the United States, 
whoſe appointments are not herein (otherwiſe provided for, and which 
ſhell be eſtabliſhed by law. But the congreſs may, by law, veſt the ap- 
pointment ef ſuch inferior officers, as they think proper, in the preſident 

alone, in the courts of law, or in the heads of the departments. : 

The preſident. ſhall have power to fill up all vacancies that may hap- 
pen during the receſs of the lcnate, by granting pane hene 
expire at the end of their next ſeſſion. 1 

| "Beer. 3d. He thall from time to time, give — * — ies 
U tion 
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tion of the ſtate of the union, and recommend to their conſideration 
ſuch meaſures as he ſhall Judge neceſſary and expedient ; he may, on ex- 
fraordinary occaſions, convene both houſes, or either of them, and in 
caſe of diſagreement between them, with reſpect to the time of adjourn- 
ment, he may adjourn them to ſuch time as he ſhall think proper; he 
fhall receive ambaſſadors, and other public miniſters; he ſhall take care 
that the laws be faithfully executed, and ſhall commiſſion 19 the officers 
of che United States. 7, 

Sect. 4th. The preſident, vice-preſident, and all civil officers: of the 
United States, ſhall be removed from office on impeachment for, and 
conviction of treaſon, bribery, or other high crimes and miſdemeanors. 

ARTICLE III. F- 

'$e@. 11. The judicial power of the United States ſhall be veſted in 
one ſupreme court, and in ſuch inferior courts as the congreſs may, from 
time to time, ordain and eſtabliſh. The judges, both of the ſupreme 
and inferior courts, ſhall hold their offices during good behaviour, and 
ſhall, at ſtated times, receive for their ſervices, a En, le 
ſhall not be diminiſhed during their continuance in office. 

Sect. 2d. The judicial power ſhall extend to all caſes in la and Cs, 
ariſing under this conſtitution, the laws of the United States and. treaties 
made, or which ſhall be made, under their authority; to all caſes affect- 
ing ambaſſadors, other public miniſters and conſuls; to all caſes of ad- 
miralty and maritime juriſdiction; to diſputes to which tbe United 
States ſhall be a party; to diſputes between two or more ſtates; between 
a ſtate and citizens of another ſtate; between citigens of the ſame ſtate 
claiming lands under grants of different ſtates; and between a ſtate or | 
the citizens thereof and foreign ſtates, citizens or ſubjects; 

In all caſes affecting ambaſſadors, other public miniſters, and TY 
and thoſe in which a ſtate ſhall be party, the ſupreme court ſHlall have 
original juriſdiction. In all the other caſes before rmentioneg: the ſu- 
preme court ſhall have appellate juriſdiction, both as to law and, fact. 

Vor. II. 3P with 
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with ſuch exceptions, and under. ſuch regulations as the congreſs ſhald 
make. 

The trials of all' crimes, except in caſes of impeachment, ſhall be by 
jury; and fuch trials ſhall be held in the ſtate where the ſaid erimes ſhall 
have been committed; but when not committed within any of the 
United States, the trials ſhall be at ſuch place or places as the congreſs 
may by Iaw kave directed. 

Sect. 3d. Treafon againſt the United States ſhall conſiſt only in levy- 
ing war againſt them, or in adhering to their enemies, giving them aid 
and comfort. No perſon ſhall be convicted of treaſon; unleſs on the 
teſtimony of two witneſſes to the ſame overt act, or on. confeffion- in 
open court. 

The congreſs ſhall have power to declare the puniſhment of treaſon, 
but no attainder of treafon ſhall work corruption of blood, or forfeiture, 
except during the life of the perſon attainted. 


| __ ArTicin IV. 
Sect. iſt. Full faith and credit ſhall be given in each tate to the pub- 
lic acts, records, and judicial proceedings of every other ſtate. And the 
congreſs may by general laws preſcribe, the manner in which ſuch acts, 
records, and proceedings ſhall be proved, and the effect thereof. 

Sec. 2d. The citizens of each ſtate ſhall be entitled to all privileges 
and immunities of citizens in each of the ſeveral ſtates. 

A perſon. charged in any ſtate with treaſon, felony, or other crime, 
who ſhall flee from. juſtice, and be found im another ſtate, ſhall, on de- 
mand of the executive authority of the ſtate from which he has fled, be 
delivered up, to be removed to the ſtate having juriſdiction of the crime. 

No perſon held to fervice or labour in one ſtate, under the laws 
thereof, eſeaping into another, ſhall, in conſequence of any law or regu- 
lation therein, be diſcharged from ſuch ſervice or labour, but ſhall be de- 
tivered up on claim of the party to whom ſuch ſervice or labour may be 
| Sec. 
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Seck. 3d. New ſtates may be admitted by the congreſs into this union, 
but no new ſtate ſhall be formed or erected within the juriſdiction of any 
other ſtate; nor any ſtate be formed by the junction of two or more 
ſtates, or parts of ſtates, without the conſent of the legiſlatures of the 
ſtates concerned, as well as of the congreſs. 

The congreſs ſhall have power to diſpoſe of and make all needful 


rules and regulations reſpecting the territory, or other property belonging 


tothe United States; and nothing in this conſtitution ſhall be fo con- 
ſtrucd as to prejudice any dlaims of the United States, or of any parti- 
cular ſtate. 

Sec. ath. The United States ſhall guarantee to every fate in this 
union a republican form of government, and ſhall prote& each of them 
againſt invaſion; and on application of the legiſlature, or of the execu- 
tive . when the n. cannot be convened, ad domeſtic 

AnrTicLE V. 

The congreſs, whenever two-thirds of both houſes ſhall deem it neceſ- 
ſary, ſhall propoſe amendments to this conſtitution, or; on the application 
of the legiſlatures of two-thirds of the ſeveral ftates, ſhall call a convention 
for propoſing amendments, which in either caſe ſhall be valid to all in- 
tents and purpoſes, as part of this conſtitution, when ratified: by the le- 
giſlatures of three-fourths of the fexeral ſtates, or by conventions of three- 

fourths thereof, as the one or the other mode of ratification may be pro- 
poſed by the congreſs: provided, that no amendment which may be 
made prior to the ycar 1808, ſhall in any manner affect the firſt and 
fourth clauſes in the ninth ſection of the firſt article; and that no ſtate, 
without its conſent, ſhall be deprived of its equal ſuffrage in the ſenate. 


| — AaTiCLE VI. | 
All debts 1 and engagements entered into, — the adop- 
tion of this conſtitution, Mall be as valid againſt the United States under 
this conſtitution, as'underthe-confederation. | 
| 3X3 This 
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This conſtitution, and the laws of the United States, which ſhalt be 
made -1n purſuance thereot; and all treaties. made, or which ſhall be 


made, under the authority of the United States, ſnall be the ſupreme law 


of the land; and the judges in every ſtate ſhall be bound thereby, any 
thing in the conſtitution or laws of. any ſtate to the e notuithe 
ſtanding. 

The ſenators _ repreſentatives before mentioned, and the members 
of the ſeveral ſtate legiſlatures, and all executive and judicial officers, 
both of-the United States and of the ſeveral ſtates, ſhall be bound by oath 
or affirmation to ſupport this conſtitution ; but no religious teſt ſhall ever 
be required as a qualification to any office or public truſt water the United 
States. | | 


| AzTicLe VII. | > 

The ratification of the convention of nine ſtates ſhall be ſufficient for 
the eſtabliſhment of this ONION, | „between the- ſtates ſo ratifying the 
fame. | 

Done in the convention, by the unanimous conſent of the ſtates pre- 


flo the 17th day of September, in the year of our Lord 1787, and of 


the independence of the United States of America the twelfth. In wit- 
. neſs whereof, we have hereunto ſubſcribed our names. | 
Grone WASHINGTON, preſident, and deputy of Nee. 


Deputies of. New e OG John Langdon. 


| Nicolas Gilman. [+ 
Maſſachuſetts. Nathaniel Goran. 
8 ange ae 111 Rufen King. 1 b 
Counecfirut. William Samuel Jahafon, 
1 | 7 7 Roger Sherman. $3934.08 
New York: Alexander . 
New Jerſey. Wilham Livingſton. 
David Brearly,. eon 
William Paterſon. 
Jonathan Dayton. 


Deputies 
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Deputies of Penn/ytvania. 


Delaware, 


Maryland, 


Virgina, 


* 


| North Carolina. 


| South Carolina. 


Georgia: 


Benjamin Franklin, 
Thomas Miflin. 
Robert Morris. 

George Elymer. 
Thomas Fitz-Simons. 
Jared Ingerſoll, 

James Wilſon. 
Governor Morris. 


George Reed. 


Gunning Bedford, jun. 


Richard Baſſet. 


Jacob Brown. 


James Mac-Henry. 

Daniel St. Thomas Jonifer. 
Daniel Caroll. 

John Blair. 

James Maddiſon, jun. 


William Blount: 


Richard Dobbſpaight. 

Hugh Williamſon. 

John Rutledge. 

Charles Coteſworth Pinckney. 
Charles Pinckney. by 
Peter Buttler. - 

William Feer. 

Abraham Baldwin, 


| Atteſted WILLIAM JACK80N, Secretary. 


STATE 
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STATE OF PARTIES AT THE TIME OF PROPOSING THE NEW -CONSTI- 
 TUTION TO THE CONVENTION AT PHILADELPHIA. —DEBATES IN 
THE CONVENTION. 


. The conſtitution did not paſs without warm debates; but as the 
ſtruggle was occaſioned as much by the views and paſſions of the dit- 
ferent parties that agitated America, as by the advantages or defects of 
the conſtitution itſelf, I think it right, before I ſpcak of theſc debates, to 
ſay a word of the ſtate of parties at that period. 

Although there was a perfect accord among the friends of the revolu- 
tion during the war, many of the Americans, and eſpecially of the 
inhabitants of the towns, were not of that number. Many who oppoſed 
the ſtamp-ac, expreſſed leſs repugnance to the tea-at. There were 
many even of thoſe who concurred in the oppoſition to that laſt act, who 
wholly diſapproved of the meaſures of defence for which. America pre- 
pared on the arrival of the troops from England. Finally, there were op- 
ponents, both in and out of congreſs, to the declaration of independence, 
that great and deciſive meaſure, which alone formed the ſafety of the 
United States, by placing them in the neceſlity of conquering, or giving 
up every thing for which they contended. © Many of the opponents of 
independence threw themſclves, one after another, into the arms of the 
Tories, who, under the influence of England, were exerting all their 
powers to defeat the revolution. Others, although they could not op- 
poſe the will of the majority of the country, gave it a very lukewarm 
ſupport.; and theſe latter, who called themſelves the moderate party, 
were viewed with equal diſſatisfaction and miſtruſt by each of the other 
two, | 

When the revolution was effected, its partiſans, without difficulty, 
were reconciled to the moderate party, whom the ſucceſs of the revolu- 
tion had already brought over to them; and the Tories were for ſome 
years the only objects of the hatred of the reconciled parties. 

Succeſs begets clemency in a nation, as well as among individuals, and 

conſequently 
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conſequently a diſdain of the oppoſition of their enemies, which indeed 
is a ſecond and not a mean triumph to the conquerors. The Tories were 
in time viewed with leſs diflike, In ſome inſtances their confiſcated ' 
eftates were reſtored to them; in others, they were permitted to enter 
on their eſtates, on repaying the purchaſe-money to the preſent poſſeſ- 
fors, which in general was fmall : thoſe who were baniſned were ſuffered 
to return to their country, and all theſe took the oath to maintain inde-- 
pendence; and thenceforth the difſentions of the revolution ſeemed to be 
for ever healed. 

The converſion, however, of many of theſe, was far from being an- 
cere; and, if among the converts ſome have ſteadily maintained the in- 
dependence of the United States, they certainly were not the majority. 

Peace was no ſooner concluded, than the United States fell into the 
greateſt diſtreſs. The debts due from the merchants to England, the 
payment of which had been prohibited by the congreſs during the war, 
were now impatiently demanded.. The American merchants were al- 
moſt univerfally ſued, and the remnant of their effects feized, by the 
agents of Engliſh honſes. To relieve their diſtreſs, they proceeded againſt 
the retailers, who had been unable to pay them during the war, and 
who, at this time, had as little power of ſatisfying their demands. The 
greater part of the merchants were ruined; and, being compelled to 
abandon their commercial concerns, they gave place to new adventurers, 
who were chiefty Engliſh, and moſt of them agents of the Engliſh: cre- - 
ditors. So widely did this ruin extend, that at this day there are- not 
among the American merchants one in fifty who was engaged i cem. 
merce, even ſo lately as the year 1783. 

The ſeveral ſtates had themſelves contracted abts Sr eleven Sos - 

: of theſe, willing to fund their debts, impoſed taxes for the purpoſe, which 
were ſo far beyond the means of the inhabitants that they could not be 
levied without extreme rigour : merchandiſe, cattle, —in fine; all kinds 
of effects, were almoſt univerſally, ſeized} while. very ſmall and incffec- 
tual levies were abtamed.. The extremities to which government pro- 

ceeded 7 
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ceeded in theſe caſes, occaſioned general diſcontents, and were the cauſe 


of 1 ſurrections in Maſſachuſetts, New Hampſhire, and Rhode-Ifland. 
The paper money, both of the Union and the ſeveral ſtates, was de- 
preciated to the loweſt point, and inundated America. The embaraſſ- 
ments of commerce, and in ſome caſes its utter ruin, the natural conſe- 
quence of this ſtate of things; the inability of the laws to enforce the 
taxes of the different ſtates, and even thaſe of the congreſs ; a ſpirit of 
jealouſy. and rivalry among the ſeveral ſtates ; the incoherency of their 
ſeveral commercial regulations, and its deplorable conſequences ; the in- 
adequacy of the congreis to produce unanimity, or to apply any remedy 
to theſe complicated evils produced ſomething little ſhort of anarchy in 
the United States. The partiſans of the mother country, and that country 
tel, now made themſelves certain that this new born nation could not 
exiſt without England, and would: Joon: be r to return to its 
ſormer condition. 

The diſcontent was univerſal. The feicnds of freedom were alarmed: 
They ſaw at once, that the drawing cloſer the ties of the Union, and the 
extenſion of the powers of the federal government, were the only (my 
that could preſerve the independence of the United States. 

Such were the dangers which gave riſe to the convention of pee 
No more than ſive ſtates ſent delegates to this aſſembly; and theſe had 
powers only to frame a general ſyſtem for the commerce of the Union, 
which, by advancing the intereſts of the whole, ſhould maintain a good 
underſtanding among the ſeveral ſtates. The delegates, perceiving how 
far they fell ſhort of a general repreſentation of the Union, and the in- 
adequacy of their own powers to effect any important change, diflolved 
the convention, after drawing up an addreſs to all the ſtates, in which 


they urged the neceſſity of each of them ſending deputies to a new con- 


vention, with full powers to deliberate on the general ſituation of the 
Union, and to deviſe means to add ſolidity and force to the preſent con- 
ſtitution, indiſpenſable as that way to the reſtoration of their affairs. 
They, concluded, by propoſing, the aſembling of that convention in | the 


5.52 . following 
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following May 4 and they diſpatched copies of, the addreſs to the con- 
greſs, and the executive branches of the ſeveral ſtates. 

The invitation of the delegates of Annapolis weng ta by every one 
of the ſtates, but that of Rhode - Iſland; and was the parent of that great 
and memorable convention held at irn in 1787, eee 
the preſent conſtitution of the United States. 

But the deſigns of the different ſtates,” in aa oath antes Ns het 
convention, and the opinions of the delegates!themfelves,: were far from 
being of one kind. Even the ſeveral friends of liberty were not unani- 
mous in their plans. Few of the ſtates gave their deputies power to de. 
liberate on a ne conſtitution; they; were all willing to give efficacy to 
the conſtitution in exiſtence, and to make a code of regulations for the 
general commerce: but few wiſhed to advance further. The enlightened 
men of the time ſaw, that a confederation haſtily made, in the moment 
of a revolution, and ini the midſt of the imminent danger and imperious 
wants of the war, us not ſuch a form! of government as : was neceſſary; 
for the durable proſperity. of the, Union. Each of them ſtrongly-telt the 
neceſſity of a new conſtitution; but wereefar from nnn 
pow tl whech it was to be compoſed. ; 2066730 er 

\ It was to be expected, that the Engliſh n 3 ſnd. parti 
Pane among the members of ſtates: that were ſo lately Engliſh. colonies; 
that conſtitution was: familiar to them; they had long been conducted by 
its principles; it was, the moſt free ſorm of government at that time 
known, and had been juſtly ranked above all others; the vices of the 
Engliſh government were independent of its conſtitution; and tlie ahuſes 
which bad crept into the conſtitution might with facility be ſeparated 
in its adoption, from its better principles - every trial of a h] ſyſtem 
was dangerous to a country; the advantages of the Engliſh conſtitution 
were proved by experience; England had reached the higheſt degree of 
proſperity under its auſpicesſuch ; reaſanings as theſe were ſufficiently 
pov erſul to accoimt for the conduct of thoſe who propoſed to adopt the 
Engliſh conſtitution, in the United States, or to frame one apprdaching it 
as near as poſſible, without ſeeking to diſgrace them with motiyes of per- 
Vor. II. : 3 Q ſonal 
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ſonal intereſt and ambition. On the other hand, that ſcheme could not 
fail to find many opponents, preciſely becauſe it was of Engliſh extrac- 
tion. A people who had fo recently bent their whole force to throw off 
their dependence on the erown of England, could ſcarcely be ſuppoſed to 
look for the ſecurity of their liberty, and the contmuance of their inde- 
pendence, in a conſtitution from which they had derived fo many miſ- 
fortunes. That conſtitution, in whatever manner it might be modified, 
appeared to them to affed the equality of ranks exiſting among alt the 
inhabitants of the ſtate, to which were ſtrongly attached that unmenſe 
number that had nothing to expect from the deſtruction of equality. 
The. public ſentiments were at that time. almoſt univerſally republican ; 
and the Engliſh conſtitution. would plant ſecds of ariſtocracy, that it was 
feared would grow up to the extirpation of thoſe of liberty. The Engliſn 
conſtitution might be ſuitable to a people grown old, powerful, and 
wealthy, and be very unfit for a people in a ſtate of infant weaknefs. In 
a word, the ſervility of unitating the Engliſh conſtitution, ſecmed to be a 
ſtep towards the old. fubjugation to England; and the diſpoſition of the 
United States was greatly averſe to ſuch a diſgrace. Theſe reaſonings 
raiſed opponents to the adoption of the Engliſh conſtitution, even among 
thoſe who acknowledged the neceffity of a change; and this, projetly 
ſpeaking, is the era of the origin of patties-m the United States. 
Such were the diſpoſitions of the two parties, when the twelve dele- 
gates arrived at Philadelphia Rhode-Iſland not having fent any to the 
convention. That aſſembly ſoon ſplit into two parties one deſirous of 
eſtabliſhing a form of government as monarchical as poflible ; in a word, 
on a daſis very different from that of the confederation ;—the other deter- 
mined to take the confederation for their ground-work, clearing it from 
the. vices pointed out by experience, and ſtrengthening it on the fide of 
its power; nevertheleſs, in a manner conſiſtent with ee ofthe 
different ſtates, and on principles perfectly republican. 
- It is aſſerted, that ſome of the leaders of the fitſt party bad Grmedghe: _ 
pirjeldiofagqucomrcley/ hs the exact plan of that of England, dhe 
| throne of which was to be placed the Biſhop of Oſuaburg, now Duke of 
| I 4101 . | „Dok; 
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Vork; and that on theſe terms the Engliſh government had promiſed 
the ceſſion of Canada to the United States, and the gift of ſeveral veſſels 
of the line and frigates. According to this plan a perpetual offenſive and 
defenſive treaty was to be made with England. There is no appearance, 
however, that ſuch a project was ever entertained. Letters, in which it 
was ſketched out, were indeed circulated through different parts of the 
United States previous to the meeting of the convention; ſeveral per- 
ſous, whoſe veracity I cannot diſpute, have aſſured me that they have 
ſeen ſuch letters; but in truth they might be circulated by the artifice of 
the republiean party, to prejudice the people; by preſenting this extreme 
to their conſideration, againſt any attempt of their —— 70 deſtroy 

the ground-work of the federal government. 
Whatever were the caſe, early bee neee en a plan 
nee which propoſed the eſtabliſhment of a preſident for life, 
and ſenators for liſe, and expreſſed a deſire to make both one and the other 
of theſe functions hereditary, and to ſubject the laws of the reſpective 
ſtates to the reviſion of the general government. But this plan met with 
no ſupport; . 
the preſent conſtitution ſtands. 
The republican principle prevailed among n ne of the 
23 and was even prevalent throughout the whole ſtates; but the 
delegates of the more powerful ſtates were deſirous of giving thoſe ſtates 
more influence in the government they were framing than to the weaker; 
and a party more enlightened and more juſt in their views, were equally 
determined to preſerve the equality which all the ſtates had in the origi- 
nal confederation. The former of theſe two parties, in moſt diſputes, 
ranged themſelves on the fide of the committee that framed the conſti- 
tution, from whom — to gain better terms than-from the purely 
republican party. The inequality in the general repreſentation, founded 
on the baſis of the population of the ſtates, was one of the advantages 
they gained by their policy; but it Was not even without long and violent 
debates. Another was, the right given to Virginia, and the ſouthern 
ſtates, to reckon in the population which formed the ratio of delegates 
32 of 
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of each ſtate, three-fifths of the ſlaves -a conceſſion that exhibited a de- 
plorable departure from the principles of a free people; it was a conceſ- 
ſion that gave to ſome ſtates a degree of power and influence over the 
others, in proportion as the former violated, by the maintenance of 
ſhvery in their own ſtates, the very principles of the Union; it was a 
conceſſion which encouraged and encreaſed the growth of ſlavery, by the 
natural operation of the political intereſts of the ſtates where that in- 
juſtice ſtill exiſts; and in a word, a conceffion which was wholly abſurd, 
becauſe'it gives the privileges of freemen, in the election of the general 
government, to perſons who are regarded by the laws of the ſtate in 
Which they reſide as part of the ſtock of the ind, and are ſold with other 
{ſtock by its proprietors. Mente 

The delegates of the great ſtates did not, however, obtain alt de 
manded. The powers of the ſeveral ſtates were not reſtricted in the de- 


Free they deſired; the title of national conſtitution, vhich they propoſed 


to be given to the new frame of government, was rejected, and that of 
Federal conſtitutiom adopted; the inequality of the repreſentation in the 
houſe of repreſentatives was not gained by them, till they had agreed 
to the equality of repreſentation in the ſenate.— The accommodation 
in this article beaded "the two | v Was * by * 
Franklin. Sept (1 0 
The deputies of the great ates propoſed, that the houſe of We 
tives ſhould be choſen for three years, and that of the ſenate for ſeven; 
und by the conſtitution the former was reſtricted to two years, and the 
latter to fix. They propoſed that the preſident ſhould be elected by the 


congreſs, and that the term of his continuing in office ſhould» be ſeven 


-yetirs; the conſtitution gave the power of chuſing the preſident to the 
electors of the ſeveral . * reſtricted the term of his 8 m 
: - office to four ycars. * 

Many, however, of the Lepinicen# d the powerful ſtates; when the par- 
zucuhr intereſts of their conſtituents were no longer concerned, voted 
with the party purely W _ RR was Cert cb with * 
3 29: eee een 1 9-7] 


In 
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In this convention the votes were given by ſtates; and when the de- 
legates of a ſtate differed in opinion, the majority was reckoned the 1 | 
of the ſtate. ION 
Some members of :the e — hid WAS, * called the 
federaliſts, diſguſted with their want of ſucceſs, and convinced that their 
oppolition-would not prevent the preponderance: of the adverſe party; 
belieying alſo that the conſtitution would not receive the ſanction, of the 
ſtates, when it ſhould be preſented for their acceptance, withdrew from 
the convention many even a ſhort time after the commencement of its 
ſittings: It is affirmed, that ſeveral new articles were introduced into 
the conſtitution during the laſt twelve, days of the fitting of the conyen- 
tion, when almoſt the whole of the republican party, thinking it finiſhed, - 
had retired; and that even other articles, which had already paſſed, were 
given riſe to an opinion, that the intention of their authors was to ac- 
quire the power by this means of giving their own direction to the con- 


ſtitution, without an open eſtabliſhment; of their principles. It is to be 


noticed, that the ſittings of the convention were never public; and to 
keep its debates ſectet, in one of its firſt ſittings, a reſolution paſfed, that 

no member ſhould hold any correſpondence with, perſons; out of. doors, 
on the objects of their diſcuſſion, nor ſhould take notes of the, debates, 
nor copies of their reſolutions. This precaution was attributed to the 
fear of the ruling party, that its yiews,wauld, Wee by the majority 
of the ſtates. to - 11909819 1a d ni Sl d- (tif OOH) 

.- To this day-the-journals-of the convention have,nok beep publiſhed ; 

land ait is only to the notes of ſome of its members, in deſpight of its re- 
Aolutions, that we are indebted, for. tho account e have of the debates of 
that. aſſamhly. W u il: u ; e wide to 2% S1 10 ben: 
I caunot finiſh this article without gratifying myſelf with the pleaſure 
of giying my reader the truly diſintereſted and patriotic ſpeech of Ben- 
amin Franklin, in the debates on the W adoption of this 
conſtitution by the convention. 205 10 9 05 130 RAW ne l u 


an 341 3% *. w 261 Au ul 0897 io Dit 1 3 d 20141 * 11 
. 
60 Sir, 
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l am wy W to eee that I do not, at this: moment, en- 
tirely approve of the conſtitution now offered to us; but I am not the 
leſs ready to o that I do not feel myſelf ſure of my continuing in my 
preſent ſentiments. In the long career 1 have already run, I have more 
than once been compelled, by ſubſequent reflection, to abandon opinions 
I had openly maintained, and which I thought well founded from the 
deep confideration I had given them: As I grow older, I am more and 
more diſpoſed to queſtion my own judgment, and to pay reſpect to that 
of others. There are ſome men, as well as ſome religious ſects, who 
imagine, that reaſon is entirely on their fide, and that their opponents 
plunge deeper into error, in proportion as they depart from their opinions. 
Struck with theſe examples, which are but too common, I accept of this 
conſtitution, with all its faults, even ſuppoſing I am not miſtaken in my 
opinion of its faults; for Jam perſuaded that a general government is 
neceffary to our ſafety, and that no form of government that is well ad- 
miniſtered is incapable of producing the happineſs of the people; and I 
think there is reaſon to believe that this conſtitution will be well admi- 
ſtered for a number of years, and that it will not end, as too many other 
governments have done, in deſpotiſm, unleſs the American people ſhall 
reach that degree of corruption in which at once, incapable of being 
directed by a free conſtitution, and unworthy of its bleſſings, deſpotiſm 
becomes neceſſary to their exiſtence. I therefore give my vote for this 
conſtitution, both becauſe in the preſent circumſtances of this nation 1 
cannot hope to ſee one more perfect, and becauſe I am not ſure this is 
not as perfect as any it can have. I make a ſacrifice of the opinions 1 
have expreſſed of its defects to the public happineſs. I have never ut- 
tered my objections out of this houſe; here they had their birth, and 
here I with them for ever to be buried. If every one of us Who have 
oppoſed the conſtitution, when we return to our conſtituents, were to 
unfold the motives of our oppoſition, and endeavour to gain parti zans to 
_ our ſide, perhaps we might prevent the unanimous adoption of the-con- 
ſtitution; but by this we ſhould only loſe the advantage which the ap- 
+» thee Ty pearance 
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pearance of unanimity will give us with foreign nations, and indeed with 
our own people. The general good opinion of a nation, reſpecting its 
government, is as neceſſary as the wiſdom and integrity of its admini- 
ſtration to the happineſs of its people. I truſt, therefore, both. for our 
own ſafety, as members of the community, and for the ſake: of our po- 
ſterity, that we ſhall he of one mind in recommending this conſtitution 
wherever ous influence reaches, and that afterwards our whole thoughts 
will be bent to its happy adminiſtration. I cannot forbear to form the 
wiſh that ſuch of us as ſtill entertain objections to this conſtitution wilt 
follow my example, and doubt a little of their infallibility, and gn. this 
o A -:-192090% 2 


Franklin had not only foſtered principles the moſt maſs democratic;. 
but had always openly declared for them. A fingle houſe of legifla- 
ture, and the executive part of the government extremely limited in its. 
power with frequent elections of the perſons exerciſing its functions, 
formed, in his opinion, the only deſirable conſtitution. The ſaeriſice he 
made of the opinion of his whole life on the altar of his country, on this 
great occaſion, certainly deferyes our moſt profound admiration; and his 
example is an ineſtimable leſſon to the preſent times. Who wall flatter 
bimſelf that there is no miſtake in the moſt rooted of his opinions ? Who. 
will not heſitate to conclude, that even the experience of paſt ages. is in- 
fallible to prove the fitneſs of any of the old forms of government. for the 
preſent age? Will not the preſent times, in like manner, belong to- 
the experience of poſterity? And. the immenſe changes that have been 
wrought in ſociety by the acknowledged vices of governments, a change- 
in manners, the detection of long prevailing errors, the recent diſcovery 
of a variety of truths, and the extenſion of knowledge in almoſt all its di- 
rections, do theſe make the preſent time {© perfectly ſimilar to the paſt, 
that a reaſonable man cannot heſitate to ſay, that every propoſition rela- 
tive to forms of government that was once true; continues ſtill to be ſo? 
Is it not fafer to ſay with Franklin, that there is no conſtitution, Which, 
adminiſtered by the government and obeyed by the people witli mutual 

| attachment: 


* * 
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attachment to the public welfare, is not capable of ſecuring to the people 
the only true object of government? And is it not true, that attachment 
to the public welfare is at once the duty of every citizen, and his own 
individual intereſt Oh my country! may you learn this indubitable 
truth, in which alone will you find your fafety and happineſs!" 


DEBATES IN THE CONVENTIONS OP THE SEVERAL STATES, ON TE QUESTION | 
OF THE ADOPTION OF THE CONSTITUTION. * 

The reference of the conſtitution to the ſeveral ſtates, ſor their adop- 
tion or rejection, occaſioned ſtill 'greater debates than thoſe of the con- 
vention at Philadelphia. The ſeveral ſtates ſormed the tribunal of ap- 
peal on that great queſtion. A majority of nine ſtates were to decide it 
irrevocably. Each of the parties now directed all their efforts to this 
point. Pamphlets poured from the preſs; the papers were filled with 
diſeuſſion; © Public liberty is in danger if the conſtitution is accepted 
ſich was the language of the oppoſition' papers; while the papers on 
the other ſide declared, that” the independenec of the United States 


could be ſecured only by its acceptance.” The two opinions were re- 


ſpectively ſupported not only by . e but —_ _ 1 
and other artifices of party. ace 

The greater number of the Antes went into . of the a 
tution, in its proviſions,” its detail, and its "conſequences; but none of 
them in the ſame degree as Pennſylvania, New York, Maſſachuſetts, and 
Virginia. The arguments of the oppoſition in the ſeveral ſtates were 
much the ſame. The following were their principal objections: * 
21. That the convention was aſſembled only to reviſe and correct 
the articles of the SY IIS and not to frame a new ' con- 
ſtitution! . to eee #4 
2d. That the convention, kid's it been authorized to frame a new con- 
ſtitution, had exceeded it? powers, in declaring that the acceptance of the 
conſtitution by nine of the ſtates ſuould make it Jaw, and that the accep- 
tation was to be without amendment—that this declaration was, on the 


one n contrary to the rights of the people, who alone were to judge 
of 
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of the form of the conſtitution under which they were to live; and, on 
the other, to the rights of the ſeveral ſtates, who, being independent of 
each other, could not be e wn a e body by any roars 
but their own. 

34. That the conſtitution et to have been preceded by a declara- 
tion of rights; the people of the ſeveral ſtates being, as the conſtitution 
ſtood, no longer ſecure of their own particular conſtitutions, inaſmuch as 
the laws of congreſs would in fature bind all the ſubjects of the unton, 
and controul the laws of the ſeveral legrflatures. 

4th. That the people of the union were not to be adequately repre- 
ſented in the congreſs; becauſe the conſtitution, while 1t declared that 
the number' of repreſentatives ſhould not exceed one for every thirty 
thouſand of the inhabitants, provided that, till the number of the inhabi- 
tants in the union ſhould be aſcertained, the repreſentatives in congreſs 
' ſhould not exceed ſixty-· ſeven hence it was to be feared, that the con- 
greſs itſelf would not hereafter permit the number of its members to be 
1ncreaſed, according to the neceflity of the occaſion ; and that, conſe- 
quently, queſtions of the higheſt importance might be decided by eighteen 
voices, as thirty-four members preſent were declared to nne to 
paſs any law. | 
Sth. That the houſe of POTIONS: Gigi che = duly 6 one in which 
the people were repreſented, ought to have the excluſive diſpoſal of the 
public purſe; and that the power given to the ſenate of making amend- 
ments in money bills, was contrary to the intereſts and ſaſety of the peo- 
ple and alſo that other power, of fixing the ſalaries of officers, which 
were to be nominated by them, in conjunction with the preſident. . 

Gth. That no executive council being given to the preſident, as had 
been propoſed, to conſiſt of two members from the northern, two from 
the ſouthern, and two from the midland ſtates, the conſequence would 
be, to aſſociate the ſenate to the executive power in many of its func- 
tions; and thus the ſeparation of powers acknowledged to be an eſſential 
condition to every good government, was- departed from—ſhat che ſe= . 


nate, becoming neceflarily connected with the preſident N its concur» 
Vo. II. 3 R rent 
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rent nomination to places, would be the more ready to join in impro- 
per appointments, becauſe its members, being eligible for any appoint- 
ment, their complacence to the preſident might be the price of their own 
advancement, and the public liberty thereby endangered that the inte- 
reſts of the United States was even more affected by the power given to 
the preſident, to make treaties with the cancurrence of two-thirds of the 

ſenate, and without the intervention of the houſe of repreſentatives... . 
Ith. That the juriſdiction given to the federal courts would be vexa- 
tious to the individuals of the ſeveral ſtates, who would be inceſſantly 
taken from their homes to appear to ſuits inſtituted in thoſe courts, of 
which the tribunals of the ſeveral ſtates were the natural judges—that 
thoſe juriſdictions would draw to themfelves all the affairs of the tribu- 
nals of the ſeveral ſtates—that the want of preciſion in the judgments of 
the federal tribunals, would be a fertile ſource of new ſuits, and afford 
new opportunities of enlarging their juriſdiction— and, finally, that the 
power given to theſe tribunals to pronounce judgment according 10 tlie 
Hirit as well as the letter of the conſtitution, fubmitted the conſtitution 
itſelf to their diſcretion, by authoriſing them to explain it according to 

their own, caprice. 

8th. That the prerogative given to the preſident to pardon 3 
entenccd for high treaſon, endangered the public liberty, by enabling him 

to ſcreen thoſe whom he himſelf had employed to conſpire againſt it. 
9th. That the power given the congreis to name the times and places 
in which elections for its members were to be held in the different ſtates, 
at once attacked the ſovereignty of the ſeyeral ſtates, and expoſed the 
electors to journies that might draw, them to a greater diſtance from 
home, and for a longer time, than was abſolutely neceflary to the aa 

charge of the duty of chooſing members of the legiſlature, _ 

10th. That the power given to the congreſs to impoſe all kinds of 
taxes, to apportion them among individuals, and to. cauſe them to be le- 
vied, was vexatious—that it might take from the ſeveral ſtates the re- 


| ſources neceſlary to their particular expences—and that, increaſing the ex- 


N the contribution of individuals 
without 
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without advantage to the ſtate; an inconvenience that would eaſily be 
avoided, if the congreſs, ſatisfied with naming the ſum to be raiſed by 
cach ſtate, ſhould leave to its legiſlature the care of its collection, re- 
ſerving only the power of levying the taxes on a refuſal of aby ſtate to 
pay them, or in the caſe of negligence i in collecting them. 
lith. That a ſimple majority of voices in the congreſs being ſaſfickent 
for all laws relative to navigation and commerce, the ſouthern ſtates, having 
a ſurplus of produce of a valuable nature, but being without ſhipping for 
its exportation, would be ſubje& to the monopoly of the northern ſtates, 
who had not an equal quantity of ſurplus of produee, and abounded in 
ſhipping; an evil that would be remedied, by requiring a majority of 
two-thirds of voices for laws of that nature. 
(K Will be readily enough underſtood, that this objection was made 
only by the ſouthern ſtates. 
12th. That the trial of impeachments being committed ſolely to the ſe- 
nate, connected in intereſt with the executive power by the conſtitution 
itſelf, would neither fecure the acquittal of the innocent, 1 nor the con- 
demnation of the guilty. 
13th. That the prerogative given the preſident to confer appoint- 
ments in his power on members of the two houſes of legiflature, was a 
means of corruption, and an enemy to freedom of debate. 
14th. That the function of preſident being capable of being indefinitely 
continued in the fame hands, might give an ambitious and pohtic man an 
influence dangerous to the congreſs, to individuals, and even the conſti- 
tution itſelf, which through tht defect might ceaſe to become repub- 
lican. 
15th. That che public liberty was endangered by the power given to 
congrefs to maintain a ſtanding army in times of peace. 
10th. That the public liberty was endangered alſo, and the rights of 
individuals infringed, by the want of; juries in civil matters before the fe- 
_ deral tribunals. 
17th, That the invariable and indiſpenſable uſe of 5 n in criminal 
matters, was not declared with ſufficient preciſion. 
- 18th. Finally, that nothing in the conſtitution guaranteed the _hiberty 
3R2 of 
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of the preſs, nor liberty of conſcience and that no aſſurance was left. 
to the ſeveral ſtates, that the congreſs would not ſucceſſively aſſume the 
ſeyeral powers of which the conſtitution did not at preſent demand the 
ſacrifice, and which were at once their right as independent ſtates, and 
the only ſafeguard of their independence. 

Many of theſe objections were by no means corelble:; ne the appre- 
henſions they expreſſed were exaggerated, as has been ſufficiently ſhewn 
by the event. But if ſome of theſe are to be aſcribed to a ſpirit of party, 
and to the deſire of the ſeveral ſtates to make as little ſacrifice as poſſible 
of their own authority and powers to the general government, it is not 
the leſs true, that the greater part of the oppoſition to the new conſti- 
tution had its ſource in the ſpirit of liberty which at that time animated. 
the citizens of the United States, the ſtruggle tor the acquiſition of li- 
berty being then recent; and in that fear of ariſtocracy and monarchy, to 
which it was thought there was a tendency in the new conſtitution—in 
the republican temper which was then common to all the United States— 
and, finally in the ſtrong miſtruſt, which was the natural conſequence 
of theſe circumſtances, | 

It is indeed certain that a very great majority of the 1 of the 
United States were averſe to the adoption of the conſtitution; and that 
it had not a majority in the ſeveral conventions, but from a general con- 
viction among its opponents of the inefficacy of the articles of confedera- 
tion, and the neceſſity of giving greater power to the federal govern- 
ment; and from the fear they had of prolonging the anarchy in which 
the country was at that time plunged, and of rendering that anarchy more 
incorrigible by the delay that muſt be occaſioned by the convoking a new 
aſſembly to frame another conſtitution. * 1 | 

It is ſaid that theſe powerful motives were Gatos, in many of 
the adherents of the conſtitution, by individual intereſts, ambitious views, 
and, above all, by the proſpect of lucrative ſpeculations in the public 
funds and in the purchaſe of public lands, which were ſtated to be the 
inevitable reſult of the new government. | 

The ſupport which was given to the conſtitution was ; not, however, 
the ſame in all of the conventions. In the ſtates of Delaware, New 
Jerſcy, and Georgia, its acceptance was unanimous, In Connecticut, 


Maryland, 
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Maryland, and Pennſylvania, a minority voted againſt it; but it paſſ- 
ed without any amendment. In Pennſylvania, where the oppoſi- 
tion was the ſtrongeſt, the minority withdrew, and entered a proteſt, 
accompanied with the motives of their objection to the conſtitution. 
South Carolina, Virginia, New Vork, and Maſſachuſetts, accepted the 
conſtitution, by a very ſmall majority, and joined to their acceptance the 
Propoſition of ſeveral amendments, which they repreſented as indiſ- 
penſable to the public liberty and ſafety; and declared, that their reſolu- 
tion not to obſtruct the action of the government, and the hope that a 
new congreſs would yield to their repreſentations and demands, were the 
only motives om which they accepted the conſtitution. © New York 
was on the eve of rejecting the conſtitution, when intelligence ar- 
riving that it was accepted by nine of the ſtates, and proving the futility 
of further oppoſition, it was accepted by that ſtate. New Hampſhire 
ſeparated without coming to a reſolution; and having afterwards afſem- 
bled, gave its aſſent, accompanied with propoſitions for amendments, 
North Carolina propofed amendments, and made them the conditions 
of its acceptance; but ſome time afterwards accepted the. conſtitution 
without reſerve. 

Rhode-Iſland, inſtead of calling a convention, referred the neden 
to the aſſemblies of the towns; by whom it was rejected, with the ex- 
ception of Newport, Providence, and ſome others, who declared them- 
ſelves incompetent to enter into the diſcuſſion, and propofed the con- 
voking of a convention for the purpoſe; which, = afterwards called, 
accepted the conſtitution. | 

The following is a table of the periods when the ſeyeral ſtates accepted 
the conſtitution, and of the manner in which it paſſed in the ſeveral con- 
ventions. N 
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n dhe Sedan ee of paſſing it. | 
Delaware 1 31, 1787 Sa 5 ** 
Pennfylvania - | —— 13. —— | For, —.—— 23 Maj. 28 
[New Jerſey - - 19.— | Unanimouſly. J 
Georgia += Jan. 2. 1788 | Ditto led agg yy 
Connecticut 9.— | For, 128—Againſt, 40 l.. 
Maffachuſetts - | Feb. 6.— Han: Shire 168 
Maryland - | April28. — | — 3 — 12 

South Carolina - | May 23, —— | — 149 — 73 

New Hampſhire | June 21. —— — 57 — 40 
Virginia 15, — S Y ” 

New York - | July 26. — | — 30 _ — 25 | 

| North Carolina- | Nov. 27. 1789 — 193 — 7s 

4 — Illand 22 YAY 29. 1790 | — — eee ads 


The FEES” Len ische propoſed by 2 of the — 8 
out being preciſely the ſame, related to the ſame objects. The congreſs, 
in its firſt ſittings after the acceptance of the conſtitution, took them 
into conſideration; and from their purport, drew up twelve new articles, 

as a ſupplement to the conſtitution, which, in virtue of the fiſth article 
of the conſtitution, were ſubmitted to the e of the ſeveral 
Gn for their ratification, in the following terms. 


Articles propeſed to be added to the Conflitution, and e 60 the States 
| for Rattification, 


« In Congreſs, 4th March, 1789. 
| « The conventions of certain of the ftates having, at the time of their 
adopting the conſtitution, expreſſed a deſire in order to prevent miſ- 
conſtruction or abuſe of its powers, that further declaratory and reſtrictive 
clauſes ſnould be added: and, as extending the ground of public confi- 
dence in the government will beſt enſure the beneficent ends of its inſti- 

tution, it was 

« Reſotved by the ſenate and houſe of repreſentatives of the United 
States of America, in congreſs aſſembled, two-thirds of both houſes con- 


curring, 
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curring, that the following articles be propoſed to the legiſlatures of the 
ſeveral ſtates, as amendments. to the conſtitution. of the United States; 
all or any of which articles, when ratificd by three-fourths of the faid le- 
giſlatures, to be valid to all intents and purpoſes, as part of the ſaid con- 
ſtitution. : 

Art. i. After the firſt enumeration required by che firſt PRESS, 
the conſtitution, there ſhall be one repreſentatiye for every thirty thouſand, 
until the number of repreſentatives ſhall amount to one hundred; aſter 
which the proportion ſhall be ſo regulated by congreſs, that there ſhall be 
not leſs than one hundred reprefentatrves, nor more than one repreſenta- 
tive for every forty thouſand perſons, until the number of repreſentatives 
ſhall amount to two hundred; after which the proportion ſhall be ſo re- 
gulated by congreſs, that there fhall not be leis than two hundred repre- 
ſentatives, nor more than one repreſentative for every fifty thouſand per : 

Art. ad. No law varying the compenſation for the ſervices of the 
ſenators and repreſentatives ſhall take effect, until an n of repre- 
ſentatives ſhall have intervened. 

« Art. 3d. Coogee dend abe ne ep ee AHAMADAS AF 
religion, or prohibiting the free exerciſe thereof; or abridging the free - 
dom of ſpeech or of the preſs; or the right of people peaccably to aſ- 
ſemble, and to petition the government for a redreſs of grievances. 

« Art. 4th. A well regulated militia being neceſſary to the ſecurity of 
a free ſtate, the nght of the people to keep and bear arms ſhall not 9% 
mirmged. 

Art. sth. No foldier ſhall, ne be ee 
houſe without the conſent of the owner, nor in time of war, but in a 
manner to be preſcribed by law. 

Art. 6th, The right of the people to d e in their ls f 
houſes, papers, and effects, againſt unreaſonable ſearches and ſeizures, 
ſhall not be violated; and no warrants ſhall iſſue, but upon probable: 
cauſe, ſupported by oath or affirmation, and particularly deſcribing the 
place to be ſearched, and the perſon or things to be ſeized. 


Art. 
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Art. 7th. No' perſon ſhall be held to anſwer for a capital or other- 
wiſe infamous crime, unleſs on a preſentment or indictment of a grand 


jury, except in caſes ariſing in the land or naval forces, or in the militia, 


when in actual ſervice, in time of war or public danger; nor ſhall be 
tried twice for the ſame offence ; nor ſhall be compelled in any-criminal 
caſe to be a witneſs againſt himſelf ; nor be deprived of life, liberty, or 
property, without due proceſs” of law; nor ſhall — de 004 
taken for public uſe, without juſt compenſation.” . 

Art. 8th. In all criminal proſecutions, the accuſed ſhall enjoy the 
right to a ſpeedy and public trial, by an impartial jury of the ſtate and 
diſtrict whetein the crime ſhall have been committed, which diſtrict 
ſhall have been previouſly aſcertained by law; and to be informed of the 
nature and cauſe of the accuſation; te be confronted with the witneſſes 
againſt him; to have compulſory proceſs for obtaining witneſſes in — 
favour; and to have the aſſiſtance of counſel for his defence. | 
Art. gth. In ſuits at common law, where the value in e 
ſnall exceed twenty dollars, the right of trial by jury ſhall be preſerved; 
and no fact tried by a jury ſhall be otherwiſe re- examined in any court 
of the United States, than according to the rules of the common law. 

Art. 10th, Exceſſive bail ſhall not be required, nor exceſſive "_— 
impoſed, nor cruel and unuſual puniſhments inflicted. Y 

« 4rt,'11th. The enumeration in the conſtitution of certain aſs 
ſhall not be 2 to pag or diſparage others retained by __ 
people. 

« Art. 12th. The powers not delegated to the United States by the 
conſtitution, nor prohibited 15 it to the ge are — the Nee 
reſpectvely;'or to dhe People.“ 8 | . I ns 

The two firſt of theſe twelve articles did not n the ratification 
required by law. The other ten being ratified, make part of the conſti- 

* 
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GENERAL ons VA rio ON THE coxerrrvmON of THE 
_ UNITED STATES. | 


It is not my Alge * to enter into a minute examination af the 

merits of the conſtitution of the United States. The information 
I have gathered as to the ſituation of affairs, and the temper of parties, 
at the period of its adoption, induces me to believe that it is the beſt 
which could at that time be carried into execution. I ſhall-confine my- 
ſelf to ſpeak of its principal and inherent defect; which I regard as an ob- 
ſtacle to the public welfare in any conſtitution where it is found, I 
confeſs there is ſome degree of boldneſs in ſpeaking thus freely on this 
topic; for what I conſider to be a fundamental defect in the conſtitu- 
tion of the United States, is viewed by almoſt every American as its moſt 
valuable quality. I am alluding to the federal form of the government, 
I admit the conception to be of a ſublime nature, and calculated to de- 
light in theory. Sovereign ſtates ceding to a general government part of 
their authority, for the public benefit, preſents, ina more faſcinating way 
than ordinary, the image of men united in ſociety, making a ſacrifice of 
a portion of their rights and liberties for the ſecure enjoyment of the reſt, 
and for the general proſperity ; but experience will thew. this ſcheme, 
pleaſing as it is to the imagination, illuſory, and incapable of execution. 
The propenſities of governments have a power, of a nature and extent 
very different from that of individuals; their apparent motives are much 
more plauſible; and the ſuppreſſion of them by foree is much leſs prompt, 
and leſs eaſy in the execution, than that of the paſſions of individuals 
meanwhile they inherently oppoſe themſelves to the advantages that 
form the object of the compact, Which is the general welfare of the 
union. Without purſuing the diſcuſſion of the principles and reſults of 
a federal government, I will give two FINES examples of its ſerious 
evils in the United States. oh 

In 1787, the old congreſs, Aida to ſettle the claims of the different 
Rates upon the general government, paſſed a law, on the 7th of May, 

Vo. II. 38 providing 


p 
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providing, that five commiſſioners ſhould be ſent ſucceſſively into all the 
Kates, to receive the accounts of each, for ſums expended by them during 
the war, for the ſervice of the Union, in virtue of orders of congreſs, 
or without ſuch orders, where proofs of the expenditure ſo applied could 
be given. The commiſſioners were to examine the ſeveral claims; to 
ſtrike the balance of each; returns of which balances they were to make 
to the treaſurer of the Union, accompanied with the ſeveral documents, 
for vhich they were to give acknowledgments to the ſtates to which they 
reſpectively belonged ; and alſo with their remarks on the nature and 
validity of ſuch documents; and the law enjoined the different ſtates to 
furniſh ſuch documents and titles to the commiſſioners within the ſpace 
of ſix months, to be by them tranſmitted to the treaſury in the current 
year. It farther provided, that, when the above returns ſhould be made, 
the congreſs ſhould name three other commiſſioners to examine all ac- 
counts and documents, and finally to ſtrike balances of the ſeveral claims; 
aQing on the opinion of the firſt commiſſioners as to the validity of the 
documents, where ſuch were produced, and on the principles of equity, 
where claims were made for expences in the war not previouſly autho- 
riſed by orders of congreſs. This law declared the decifions of the ma- 
jority of the three commiſſioners to be concluſive, and not ſubje& to ap- 
peal ; and it finally enjoined the commiſſioners to compleat the deciſion 
of all ſach claims within eight months. At the expiration of that term, 
theſe claims ſtill remained unſettled; the public mind being occupicd by 


the preſentation and adoption of the new conſtitution. A law was 


therefore paſſed in the new congreſs, on the Iſt of Auguſt, 1790, autho- 
riſirig the preſident of the United States to appoint three new commiſ- 
ſioners, with the ſame powers as were delegated to the former; who 


were, on an'examitiation of the claims and titles on the one hand, and af 


the returũs of the treaſury of ſums advanced by the Union to the ſeveral 
Tates'on theother hand, to ſtrike the ſeveral balances; and to make ſuch 


ſtates creditors of the Union as ſhould have expended more: thani thew 


Feccipts from” the 'treaſury;” and ſuch ſtates debtors to the (Union; as 
mould not have'expended the — adranced ta them by the Union. This 


715 | 
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lew fixed the 11t of July, 1792, for the lateſt period for the returns of 
ſuch balances to be made. By a law paſſed on the laſt day of February, 
1792, the time for returning ſuch balances was extended to the 1ſt of 
July 1798. 

The law which thus authoriſed the preſident to appoint three come 
miſſioners for this important ſervice, - paſſed almoſt unanimouſly ; and 
Mr. Waſhington, the preſident, made choice of men of acknowledged 
integrity and information ;—theſe were, WILLIAM Inwineg, Jonx 
Kean, and Woopzunxx LANGDON, whoſe appointment gave univerſal 
ſatisfaction in the ſtates. Theſe commiſſioners finiſhed their labour 
within the time preſcribed; and the e is — IIgP 
W their deciſion. 10 tl 


States, Creditors of the Union, : Sums. | 


New Hampſhire - = 15,018 Dollars. 
Maſſachuſetts =  - 1,248,801. 
Rhode-Ifland © © = 239,011 1 
Connecticut — 0 e F 
New Jerſey - IS; . 
South Carolina 3 1,205,976 
e mf 3 * | V7 * 19,888 
Sane, Debors oth Union He Te: | | 
New York - -— =. 2,072,846 2 
i — 76,709 
” 2 612,428 
1 K — 131,640 
12 9 - f 100, 879 
— — $01,882 


It was not till towards the cloſe of 1796, that the queſtion was agitated 
in congreſs, of the means of bringing into the treaſury of the Union the 
ſums due from the ſtates that were debtors to it, which ſums were defs, 
tned to diſcharge the debts due from the Union to the other ſtates; 

382 and 
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and then it was ſoon demonſtrated, by the turn the debates took in the 
queſtion, that the ſtates, debtors to the Union, had no intention of diſ- 
charging their obligations, notwithſtanding the diſtreſs of the treaſury of 

the Union, and the flourtſhing condition of the finances of moſt of thoſe 
ſtates,” eſpecially that of New York. A regard to the particular intereſts 
of the ſeveral ſtates, and a jealouſy of each other, were univerſally mani- 
feſted. The debates aboumded with ſophiſtry, and ill faith to the public. 
An attention to the concerns and intereſts of the Union was no where to 
be found in them. Although many fittings were given to the diſcuſſion, 
no reſolution paſſed on the ſubject: and no other refult was apparent, 
than that the ftates, debtors to the Union, or the greater part of them, 
would never diſcharge the debt, and that tlie Union was deſtitite of 
means to enforce payment —ſor an attempt to obtain the payment by 
arms, was to provoke a civil | war, and haſten the diſſolution of the Union. 
The loſs to the treaſury of the Union amounted 'to three millions ſeven 
hundred and ſeventeen thouſand five hundred and eighty-four dollars; 
or rather three millions nine hundred and four thouſand three. hundred 
and fifty- one dollars, including the intereſt. The welfare of the Union 
was made a ready ſacrifice to the rapacity and injuſtice of individuals, 
who oppoſed the execution of a law againſt which they had ſolemnly en- 
gaged to make no appeal. The n of the federal e was in 
this inſtance entirely defeated. re 

The other inſtance I have to Ser ts mconvenience of the federal 
ſyſtem, is relative to the fortifying of the harbours of the ſtates. The 
conſtitution, in the firſt artiele, and the eighth ſection, provides, that the 
Union © ſhall:exerciſe excluſive legiflative authority over all places pur- 
chaſed by the donſent of the legiſlatures of the ſeveral ſtates, for the erec- 
tion yn] forts,* magazines, arſenals, dock- yards, 'and-bther needful build- 
ings; and by a law paſſed in December 1794, whoſe obje& was to pro- 
vide for expences incurred in the fortification of ſome places on the coaſt 
of the Unitec States, it is declared, that the Preſt dent ſhall-rectiye 
from the'Iegiftatares of the different ſtates the *Utihon of the, Tands ZI 
er 1 Furche Met.” if they are ot the 
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property of the ſtates.” The greater part of the ſtates refuſed to cede 


the lands wanted for this purpoſe, or to authoriſe the preſident to acquire 


them by purchaſe, in the caſe of their being the property of individuals. 
They demanded ſums of the Union, in aid of the ſums they conſented to 
expend from their own treaſuries, in fortifications to be raiſed on their 
own lands; but the aſſiſtance they gave the law went no further. The 
conſequence was, that the fortifications were conſtructed on the plans, 
and according to the notions. of individuals, the ſeveral ſtates in Which 
they were erected attending only to their own advantage; that they were 
built on ſordid principles, and in a very inadequate manner, the reſources 
of the ſeveral ſtates not appearing competent to conſtruct them either in 
the extent or with the ſolidity the object required; that they are raiſed 
in places where the expence of the erection would be leis, rather than in 
ſuch places as would beſt: cover the towns, and add to the general de- 
fence of the country. In the laft fitting of the late dongreſs, in Febru- 
ary 1797, very extraordinary debates were held on this ſubject; in which 
it appeared, by the language of the deputies of Maſſachuſetts, New York, 
and South Carolina, that thoſe three powerful ſtates, poſſeſſing the: moſt 
important ports of the country, were reſolved not to cede to the Union 
the lands neceſſary for the erection of fortifications for the ſafety of thoſe 
ports. In the diſcuſſion, the government of the United States was re- 
proached, by the deputics of Pennfylvama. and Rhode-Iſland, (which 
ſtates had ceded to the Union the lands demanded of them), with being 
leſs occupied with the defence of the ſtates ho paid obedience toi the 
law, than that of the ftates refuſing to make any ceſſion of their lands. 
And the deputies of the refradhory-ftates uſed the argument of: the neg. 
lect of the government toward the ttates: of Pennſylrania and Rhode 
ldnd, as an cxcuſe, and even a: ſubject uf praiſe to their .] ſtates, for 
having refuſed to'cede their lands to: the general gunenment. Whatever 
upon.the:govermment uf the Iniom they were only ated as.d:pretrxe for 
the refuſal of the refractory ſtates to cede the lands in queſtion, the real 
motive being the jealouſy conſtantly exiſting between the ſeveral ſove- 
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reign ſtates of the Union and the general government a jealouſy natural 
enough to man, but more particularly prevailing among true republicans ; 
| inaſmuch as the general government, having citadels and troops in the 
midſt of the ſeveral ſtates, and in the moſt important poſts, might be the 
more : readily tempted to abridge or deſtroy their independence. 
Ihe reſult of this ſtate of things is, that the moſt important points 
along the coaſts of the United States are not fortified, or are in a worſe 
ſtate—for the confidence which is placed in incomplete and inſufficient 
works, and which avail nothing to the ſafety of the places they affect to 
cover, is a fatal error; beſides, in an extenſive country, fortifications moſt 
completely made, and placed with the greateſt judgment for particular 
objects, contribute nothing to the general defence, if they are not con- 
nected with a ſyſtem, which, having the general defence for its object, 
expends frequently, with the greateſt utility, the largeſt ſums on poſts 
that may be unimportant to the local intereſts of the place, but are, 
notwithſtanding the keys of the country. It is no exaggeration to ſay, 
that the coaſts of the United States are defenceleſs; and that the fineſt 
and richeſt ports of the Union are not ſecure even againſt a coup de main. 
And this great evil is entirely occaſioned by the refuſal of ſome of the 
Nates to cede the lands neceſſary to a plan of general defence. | 
By theſe two examples, we ſee—that the derangement of the finances 
of the United States, and the defenceleſs condition of their coaſts, are 
the reſult of the federal ſyſtem a reſult, deſtructive of the end of the 
Union, but one that is the neceſſary conſequence of a ſyſtem which places 
the intereſts and paſſions of the ſeveral ſtates in oppoſition to the welfare 
of the Union, and is deſtructive of the unanimity, without which no go- 
vernment, however excellent in its form, can afford its ſubjects the pro- 
tection and other advantages for which it is inſtituted. And if theſe in- 
conveniences are already felt in the United States, where population is 
10 diſproportioned to the extent of country, what will they not be with a 
eee ee e ene 
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STATE OF PARTIES FROM Tae ADOPTION OF THE CONSTI- 
TUTION TO THE PRESENT PERIOD. 


The opponents of th& conſtitution, both in congreſs and out of doors, 
ſubmitted, on its being adopted by the ſeveral ſtates, to its authority ; 
but they nevertheleſs formed a party in oppoſition to the new govern- 
ment. The conſtitution, although called a plan of conſolidation by its 
opponents, becauſe its object was to make one body of the different 
ſtates, by diminiſhing in too great a degree, according to their opinion, 
their reſpective ſovereignties, was in truth a federal conſtitution. It had, 
indeed, the title, and all the properties of ſuch a conſtitution. But al- 
though its opponents contended for no other purpoſe but to eſtabliſh a 
conſtitution more completely federal in its nature, they were by the other 
party named anti ſederaliſi a name that by no means belonged to them; 
but which, at that time, being the moſt odious that could be given 
them, it was natural their adverſaries ſhould ſtigmatize them with it. 
The friends of the conſtitution called themſelves federalifts, a title aſ- 
ſumed to give them popularity. Thus the two parties, without having 
changed opinions, objects, or policy, had ſuddenly changed names; and 
each continued to be diftiguiſhed by that which its n was known 
a year before. 


The anti-federalifts (for we will ufe the denominations of the parties as 
they are applied) had long reproached the other party with a ſubmiſſion 
to Engliſh influence. I do not know that the federalifts, i in the early 
times of the new conſtitution, had betrayed any other ſymptoms o of this 
influence, than the attachment of many merchants belonging, to 2 
party to the Engliſh commerce; an attachment that their commerce 

intereſts readily acconnted for. Afterwards the fenate, in which the fe 
deraliſis were very numerous, agitated a deſi ign of giving the titles of his 
illuftrious higlineſ to the preſident of the United Stateb; of right honour- 


able to the members of the ſenate; and hotourable to the Houſe of re- 
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preſentatives but the ſenate itſelf abandoned the project, the public opi- 
mon being evidently averſe to it, and the houſe o 8 dif- 
poſed to throw it out. 

About this time was diſcuſſed the ſyſtem of finance, which now exiſts, | 
and which was vehemently combated by the Eppolition. This debate 
appears indeed the only one which openly expoſed the views of the two 
parties, till the period of the French revolution. 

Some inconſiderable tumults that happened in ſeveral of the ſtates, 
on the ſubject of the exciſe, were not perhaps regarded with ſo unfa - 
vourable an eye by the anti-federalifts, as the other party; becauſe the 
former ſaw in them nothing more than the conſequences they had fore- 
told of an unpopular mode of taxation, which indeed had been once 
rejected by the congreſs, and was not finally. adopted but with great dif- 
ficulty, and in a ſucceeding ſeſſion. 

But if the two parties were marked by the diſpoſitions in which they ſe- 
verally viewed theſe tumults, it was but lightly ; for no partizan of the 
anti-federalifts gave his countenance to the diſobedience of the law, and 
many of the party aided, in their ſeveral functions, to reſtore order. 
Theſe events, therefore, cannot W by conſidered as a ſhock of the 
parties. 

It was at the period of the French revolution, or rather at the ſecond 
epoch of that revolution, that the two parties openly declared their re- 
ſpective views. The ſederaliſit, whoſe objects were to ſtrengthen the 
government of the Union, to encreaſe the influence of the executive 
power, and to carry the conſtitution as far as poſſible toward monarchy, 
naturally beheld in the Engliſh government a barrier againſt the ſyſtem 
of French republicaniſm. The anti-federalifts as naturally turned to the 
ſyſtem eſtabliſhed by the ſecond revolution in France, for aid in the plan 
they projected, of giving a purely republican direction to the conſtitu- 
tion of the ſtates. From that period, the attachment of the parties to 
their ſeveral opinions, their deſire of accompliſhing their reſpective views; 
in a word, the intention of one to give a moxarchical tendency, and of 

the 
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the other a democratic tendency to the American government, gave them 
the appearance of es one Englith, and the other French parties, 
in the country. 

The party, whoſe . it was to detach the United States — 
France, and connect them ſtrictly with England, received, no doubt, a 
great acceſſion of ſtrength from the horrible crimes which the men in 
power in France ſeemed ſor two years to have made the habitual admi- 
niſtration of that unhappy country; from their avowed: ſyſtem of a ge- 
neral diforganization of other governments; from the open attempts of 
M. Genet, the French miniſter in America, to force the ſtates from their 
neutrality, which it was their intereſt as well as their right to maintain; 
and, in a word, from the intrigues of that imprudent miniſter to ſpread 
the principles of jacobiniſm through the ſtates, which at once were ihi- 
mical to the intereſts of France, and contrary to the rights of nations. 

An abhorrence of the crimes of the governing party in France, and 
diſguſt with the conduct of its agents in America, were mutually felt 
by both the parties of the United States. The anti-federalifls, however, 
continued to regard the diſorders they lamented as temporary; while the 
other party imagined they ſaw, or affected to ſee, in the evils that af- 
flicted France, ſomething that was permanent, or at leaſt likely to be of 
ſome duration. At this period was formed a confederacy of the kings 
of Europe againſt France ; and it was natural for the government of the 
United States to ſuppoſe the confederacy could not fail to be ſucceſsful 
againſt an anarchy, ſtained at home with crimes and blood, aſſailed by | 
the choiceſt troops of Europe, and having nothing in appearance-to op- 


poſe to this force but new troops without experienced generals, and a 


treaſury without any other currency than a diſcredited paper. At the 
ſame period England harrafſed the commerce of the United States, by 
taking their veſſels, and preſſing their ſailors, and even menaced them 
with a direct war. Thus the danger of being involved in a war againſt 
an enemy already powerful, and who ſeemed to be increaſing in power, 
gave great uneaſineſs to the United States; while their former ally, to 
whom in other circumſtances they would have looked for aid, ſeemed on 
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the point of becoming a prey to that enemy. And if the fears of the 

American government were exaggerated, we cannot be ſurpriſed that its 
ſyſtem of policy threw it into the arms of the ſtrongeſt party. | 
Although the anii-federalfts neither approved of the diſorganizing 
ſyſtem of F rance, nor the practices of her miniſter in America, they did 
not apprehend any danger from an alliance with France to the interior 
tranquillity of the Mates, which they deemed to be incapable of the 
-extfavagance of the anarchiſts. The evils that afflicted France appeared 
to them temporary; and the ſpirit of liberty, they had no doubt, would 
enable her to repel all her enemies. They were even more attached to 
an alliance with France, when they ſaw England ſo lofty in her preten- 
ſions. Their policy was, to preſerve the abſolute neutrality of the ſtates, 
und to avoid a war with England by every means that did not humble 

the ſtates before her. If ſatisfaction could not be obtained from England 
for the affronts offered to the ſtates, they propoſed the ſequeſtration of 
Englifh property in America, and an interruption of all commerce with 
her; in a word, war—if England was reſolved on war. And this party 
ſuppoſed that the arming of American privateers, a prohibition to carry 
proviſions to the Engliſh Hands, and the ſeizing on Canada, were more 
certain means of-mjuring England, than any ſhe had with which to make 
tepriſals on the ſtates. 

Warm conteſts were oceaſioned in the houſe of pede by this 
difference of opinions and views, when the queſtion came to be debated 
eoncerning the relative ſituations of England and the United States. The 
two parties oppoſed each other with the greateſt animoſity. The queſ- 
tion equally agitated the people out of doors, throughout the whole ex- 

tent of the United States; and although it was the general wiſh to pre- 
ſerve peace and maintain neutrality, the complaints uttered againſt the 
Engliſh were loud and almoſt univerſal; and the remembrance of the 
triumph of Ameriea over the Engliſh arms, giving affurance of ſucceſs in 
a new'conteſt, made a war with England little the object of fear with 
the populace. The diſmiſſion, about this time, of Mr. Jefferſon from the 
office of ſecretary of Nate, increaſed the-diſcontent of the anti-federalj ifts. 
Mr. 
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Mr. Jefferſon was of that party, and had always avowed an attachment to 
pure republicaniſm. His party aſcribed his diſmiſſion to the politics he 
adopted in the prefident's council. They were perſuaded, however he 
might fear the ſtates were in no condition at that moment to declare war 
againſt England, and however reſolved he might be to leave no reaſon- 
able propoſition untried to reſtore a good underſtanding between the 
countries, he was nevertheleſs equally bent upon rejecting every meaſure 
that would affect the honour and dignity of the ſtates. The withes of 
the party were, not to challenge England, but to ſhew her how the 
Rates had been inſulted and injured by her conduct; to let her ſec they 
were oftcnded, and to let her know they demanded reparation. They 
were not ignorant that Mr. Jefferſon oppoſed in the council too cloſe 
and intimate an union with England, whom he accuſed of treachery ; ; 
that he oppoſed ſtill more eagerly all meaſures tending to ſeparate the 
ſtates from France, where anarchy and its conſequent. crimes Would 
ſoon give way to order, and where a regard to the intereſts pf the 
United States was evinced even in the midſt of the worſt diſorders that 
had diſgraced the revolution. The ſame party knew alſo that it was Mr. 
Jefferſon's firmneſs that defeated the dangerous pretenſions and projects 
of M. Genet ; and that he had been the cauſe of that miniſter's being re- 
called by France. And the recal of M. Genet they conſidered as a 
new and ſolid proof of the good will and friendſhip of France toward the 
United States. 

In proportion as this party complained of the diſmiſſion of Mr. J effer- 
ſon, the federali/is expreſſed their triumph. Theſe latter ſaw, with ex- 
treme ſatisfaction, that their views would be no longer thwarted in the 
preſident's council, where till then they did not think the Engliſh go- 
vernment ſufficiently favoured. It was inſtantly determined to ſend 
Mr. Jay to England. It is univerſally believed that the inſtructions 
given to that miniſter by the preſident, were framed with great wiſ dom 
and moderation, and that they formally enjoined Mr. Jay to reſpect the 
engagements of the United States with France in any new treaty with 


England. However that were, it is certain the preſident was careful to 
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inform the French government, that the ſending an ambaſſador extraor- 
dinary to England, had no other obje& than to avoid a war with-that 
power, and to ſettle the differences between the two countries; and that 
the alliance with France would be maintained with the moſt perfect 
good faith on the part of the United States. 

The choice of Mr. Jay for the embaſſy to England, gave great offence 


to the an!i-federalifls. This miniſter was chief juſtice of the United 


States; an office that ſeemed to make his preſence in the country indiſ- 
penſable, and therefore appeared incompatible with any foreign miſſion. 
He was conſidered as devoted to England by his general habits, but more 
eſpecially by a blind zeal for the doctrines of the Engliſh church. He 
was known to have an old diſlike to France, which was ſaid to have been 
excited by the manifeſt preference given by the French miniſter and the 
whole French nation to Benjamin Franklin, whoſe colleague he was at 
the making of the peace in 1783. 2 

When parties proceed to extremes with each other, every thing ſerves 
as food to their mutual hatred and injuſtice. About this time the inſur- 


rection at Pittſburg broke out. The federaliſts accuſed their adverſarics 
of being the contrivers and authors of the inſurrection. They endea- 
voured to implicate many of them individually in its guilt, although the 
accuſation was never ſupported with the ſmalleſt proof. That inſurrec- 
tion was no other than an exploſion, of a very culpable nature, no doubt, 


but perſectly foreſcen, of the diſcontents occaſioned by the levying a tax 
on private diſtilleries; a meaſure that never could be carried into effect in 


that part of Pennſylvania, even when, previous to the eſtabhſhment of 


the new conſtitution, that tax made part of the law of the ſtate. 

About this time alfo democratic clubs were formed in ſeveral towns 
in the United States „ and the anti-federaliſis were accuſed of being the 
authors of this dangerous imitation of the Jacobin aſſociations that had 
cauſed ſo many misfortunes. to France. It was alleged againſt them, 


that it was their deſign to uſe the clubs as inſtruments of overthrowing 
the conſtitution, by introducing diviſions among the ftates, and rending 
to pieces the federal ſyſtem. As it generally happens, theſe aceuſations 


increaſed 
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;ncreadfed the aſperity, as well as of the party by whom they were ad- 
vanced as thoſe who were the objects of them. 

In this ſituation of things, the treaty with England was anten It 
is not my intention to diſcuſs the merits of any particular parts of that 
treaty ; nor do I affect to give its hiſtory, much of which is known 
only to very few perſons. I propoſe merely to take ſome notice of its 
effect on the two parties. It is perfectly known, that the preſident per- 
ceived the treaty to be ſo little conformable to the inſtructions he had 
given Mr. Jay, and fo little conſiſtent with what he thought the intereſts 
of the United States, that it was long before he could prevail on himſelf 
to preſent it to the ſenate for its ſanction that this treaty occaſioned 
violent debates in the ſenate, which would-not have ended with its rati- 
fication, had not the majority of that aſſembly been previouſly deter- 
mined to accept it, even without knowing the articles it contained that, 
as ſoon as the treaty was made public, addreſſes for and againſt its ratifica- 
tion crowded in from every town and corporation of the United States 
that the queſtion of its [ratification or rejection begat the deepeſt con- 
cern, and the warmeſt diſcuſſions among the inhabitants of the northern 
ſtates that the general confidence placed in the preſident tempered in 
the majority their averſion to the treaty and that, finally, when the 
fums for carrying it into execution came to be voted in the houſe of re- 
preſentatives, a long and violent ſtruggle, relative to the merits of the 
treaty itſelf, was the effect; although the right of that houſe to interſere 
with its ratification was denied by the friends of the treaty, the letter of 
the conſtitution. having, as they ſaid, withheld that privilege from them. 
It is to be obſerved; that the repreſentatives maintained the right of. en- 
tering into the merits of the treaty, from the very letter of the conſtitu- 
tion, ſo little preciſion is there in the wording of it. The dread: of in- 
yolving the United States in a war with England, at length gained a 
majority in the houſe for the treaty; in the ſame manner as that mo- 
tive had influenced not only the preſident, but the majority of the indi- 
viduals in the ſtates, who finally adhered to! the treaty, to the latter of 
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whom all alliance with England, of. whatover kind, was extremely hs 


noxious. 
The old animoſity of the two 8 Was * inflamed by theſe 
diſcuſſions. The debates in the congreſs, and the pamphlets, and writ- 
ings in the papers, on the ſuhject, were loaded with perſonal abuſe and 
mutual accuſations. The anti-federali/ts were accuſed of encouraging a 
ſpirit of diſorganization for dangerous purpoſcs, and from, the ſordid mo- 
tive of French gold. The other party was accuſed of ſacrificing the na- 
tional honour ; of ſhamefully humbling the ſtates at the feet of England; 
of violating their ancient engagements to France; and of corruption, 
through the medium of ambition or gold. The moſt fatal conſequences 
were predicted to flow from the treaty, and aſcribed to the federaliſts, 
as injuries brought by them upon the country. The ſpirit of party was 


excluded from no claſs of ſociety, Political intolerance proceeded to the 


extreme; even frequently in the ſame dwelling, it was found to be the 
greateſt ; ; and the moſt. diſgraceful and hateful appellations were mutu- 
ally given by the individuals of the parties to each other. 

The diſpleaſure which France expreſſed at the treaty, widened the 
breach between the parties. The anti-federai;ts having foretold it, con- 
ſidered the expreſſion of that diſpleaſure as the eulogium of their oppoſi- 
tion; while the federalifts declared them to be the authors of the diſſatiſ- 
faction of France. The latter even went ſo far as to ſay, that their op- 
ponents had, by underhand intrigues, engaged the government of France 
to complain of the treaty, when it was not diſpoſed to do fo; and thus 
they openly denounced them as enemies of their country. 

The executive government of the United States, the centre of the 
party of the federali/ts, could not be ignorant that their treaty with Eng- 
land placed France in a much leſs favourable ſituation than formerly re- 
lative to America, and. even in a leſs favourable fituation than England, 
eſpecially in times of war; but whether they did not foreſee the diſ- 
pleaſure of France, or they braved the conſequences, they affected to be 
ſurpriſed and offended with the complaints of the F rench government; 
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and immediately, whether in purſuance of a ſyſtem they had projected, 
or from a fear of giving advantage to the oppoſite party by reſorting to 
open and frank means of reconciliation with the French, they ſeemed in 
haſte to plunge into meaſures calculated to heighten the diſpleaſure of 
the French government, and to encreaſe, if poſſible, the animoſity of the 
auli-federaliſis, whom they no _ heſitated to denominate r 
and agents of France. + | | 7 
Among the meaſures with which the es Lats e the 
government as being inimical to France, as the ſending of a new am- 
baſſador to Paris, without powers to adjuſt the differences between the 
countries, and without even authority to place France and England on a 
footing of equality with reſpect to the United States. They certainly, 
without any injuſtice, conſidered among the meaſures openly hoſtile to 
France, a delay of eight months of the ſecretary of ſtate in anſwering one 
of the diſpatches of the French miniſter; the inſulting anſwer that was 
green, after ſo extraordinary a delay; and the draw img up a manifeſto, 
under the title of inſtructious to the American miniſter in France, that 
was a libel on both the old and new governments of France, and that did 
not ſcruple to attribute to penſidiaus defigns, the ſignal ſervices rendered 
by France to the United States during their ſtruggle ſor independence; 
and abvve all, the laying theſe inſtructious before the oongreſs, that they 
might be publiſhed to the world, without the blame of this inſult being, 
in point of form, imputed to them. In the conduct of the government 
and the federaliſts, their opponents pretended to ſee an intention of break - 
ing with France at all events, and of joining England, againſt that faith- 
ful ally of the United States; they imputed the conduct of the govern- 
ing party, either to total ignorance of the intereſts of America, or to cor- 
ruption ;—for, of the incurable hatred of England toward the States, and 
her ſecret reſolution to involve them in difficulties, and to detach them 
from a powerful ally, in order to have complete power over them for 
the purpoſes of her ambition, ra 8 affected to have no manner of 
doubt. | 
The clection of a new preſident afforded freſh als to the a 
of 
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of the parties. The leaders of the federalifs were deſirous ot advancing 
to the office of preſident Mr. Pinckney, who had lately been ambaſſador 
in England, and' who had made the laſt treaty with Spain, which gave 
general ſatisfaction in America; and had given his ſanction, at leaſt no- 
minally, to the treaty with England. He was a man of acknowledged me- 
rit, of a family exceedingly reſpected in South Carolina, and of a perſonal 
character greatly valued. His ſervices, however, did not procure him the 
firſt office in the Union. The vice-preſident, John Adams, ſeemed to 
be naturally called to that ſituation. Eight years exerciſe of the office of 
vice-preſident, old and important ſervices to the States, and a long life of 
eminent virtue, gave him a title that, in the opinion of perſons among 
the federaliſts uninfluenced by intrigue or perſonal conſiderations, was 
infinitely preferable to that of every other among nine candidates for that 
high office. The leaders of that party, notwithſtanding, conſidered Mr. 
Pinekney as a man more likely to be directed by their influence. They 
aſſociated his name in the votes with John Adams, profeſſing to the ma- 
jority of their partiſans, only to raiſe him to the office of vice-preſident. 
They conſidered it as probable; that he would have the ſecond greateſt 
number of votes in the north ; and that in the ſouth, eſpecially in Caro- 


lina and Georgia, where it was not expected John Adams would have 


any, he would have the majority, or at all events the ſecond number, if 
Mr. Jefferſon ſhould happen to have the majority; and that thus he 


would have a greater number of votes than — other candidate, and 
-would conſequently be preſident. 


The anti- federaliſis openly and unanimouſly ſupported Mr. Jefferſon ; 
and his title to the office, founded on his eminent talents, on the ſhare 


he had in the declaration of independence, and on his ſervices as ſecre- 


tary of ſtate and as ambaſſador in France, could not be queſtioned, ex- 
cept by the prejudices of- party, which are equal in power to more ſolid 
arguments. 

The two parties ſtrained every nerve, and rejected no. advantage that 
intrigue could furniſh. They mutually accuſed each other of unfair pro- 
ceedings, and even of tricks to invalidate votes, and of | frauds in the re- 

turns 
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turns. The leaders of the federal 72 were deotived in their expectation 
of ſecretely gaining a majority for Mr, Pinckney/© John Adams had, 
however, but one vote more than the majority required by bee 1105 was 
declared preſident, and Mr. Jefferſon vice-preſident... 0 449 » 
The moſt! recent ſhock of theſe parties, conſtantly: and ee ex- 
cited againſt each other; was occaſioned by an extraordinary ſitting ol 
the congreſs, aſſembled by the preſident, to take into conſideration the 
refuſal of the French Directory to receive Mr. Pinckney as miniſter from 
the United States. Although the federal 72 had a majority in the; con- 
greſs, the opinions of their opponents frequently prevailed. Almoſt every 
propoſition for meaſures of hoſtility; againſt France was; rejected; and 
the ſending of threo ambaſſadors, to demand an explanation ſtbm the 
French government, was ſcarcely ſollowed by any preparations ſora ar. 
It is not a little remarkable, that in this conteſt the orators h th H ¹ẽ · 
raliſts held the ſame language which, three years before, bad been em- 
ployed againſt them by their opponents a ,h en on the queſtion af ſend- 
ing Mr. Jay to England, the anti;federal./ts recommended vigorous 
meaſures, to reſtote the United States from the ruinous and humiliatimg 
condition to which they were reduced by England—and that che anti- 
federal ;/ts, to cruſh the: hoſtile ſpirit. which thecother patty expreſſed 
againſt France, advanced the- ſame; arguments 'which- the governing party 
uſed on the former quęſtion, to recommend! conculiatory nieaſtit᷑es toward 
England. The members of the houſe of repreſentatives who, althotigh 
generally voting with the. ſederaliſi, were not in the ſecrets of the party, 
on this occaſion carried the votes of: the; congriis toward: conctliatory 
meaſures. The. debates, however, were; more xioltut / tium lever. i They 
were more than ever filled with -perfonal;abuſe, eſpecially om ithie ſidei of 
the. ſalerolie, hot noc ud theinedverſiries of hnviing een 
that the ſtates received fram-France, and af being engaged by the French 
government to ſacriſice the intereſts of their coitrynthiidi hy tliis acruſa- 
tion endeavoured to ſuhject their opponents to the odium o the people. 1c! 
The temper, of the two parties continues to be the ſume at thilo time 
and ſo 1nveterate is their mutual hatred, their reſpective politytis ſol 
Vol,, II. 3 U widely 
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| widely aſunder and id rootod in their affections, and their eoviproral cates 
are ſo many and fo offenſive, that it is impoſſible to hope for a reconci- 
lation. It isl the buſineſs of the politician to enquire into the final iſſue 
of their ſtrife. I have here undertaken only to ſtate facts, in order to 
gire an idea of the ſtate: of theſe parties. Vet I cannot but obſerve, 
that the names of federaliſt and anti-federalift, by which they are moſt 
commwmonly known, are as little conformable to the meaning of theſe 
words: as the denominations Exgliſi adherents and French adherents, which 
they mutually give to each other. Their ſeveral objects are, to give the 
conſtitution a monarchical or a republican tendency; and to find, in the 
ambiguity of parts of its text, an authority for their defigns, as circum- 
ſtances happen to favour one or the other. Both the parties are attached 
to the union; and I am perſuaded that the anti: ſederaliſis cannot, with 
the leaſt juſtice, be reproached with being leſs ſo than their opponents. 
The one is the governing party, the other is in oppoſition ; and we know 
that chem parties have long combated with each other, their original 
objects hecome ſecondary. Their love of power, and their hatred of cach 
other, are motives continually acting upon them; and every occaſion of 
gratifying, their rage, jealouſy, and ambition, is mutually ſeized by them. 
It is. to be ignorant of the paſſions of party, not to know, that they 
are as tumultuous as any that can agitate and torment individuals and 
| ſociety. The imputation of being adherents of France or England, is as 
unfounded as the other. The leaders of one party look to England as 
the natural ſupport of their power, eſpecially ſince France became a re- 
public; but they'do not wiſn to ſubjugate America to Engliſh influence. 
It is ſaid, and mot; without the appearance of probability, that there are 
individuals among them vhoO carry their attachment to England ſome- 
thing further than this; having in contemplation, either the re- union of 
America to England, or the eſtabliſnment of a monarchy with a houſe 
of peers, tliat / ſnall be cloſcly and permanently allied to Great Britain. 
But if there are ſuch, as will be readily; enough believed, they are not the 
WV bole of thaſedeaders, and they do not admit the reſt into their ſecret; 
for in that caſe they would ſoon ſee the number of their adherents 
diminiſh 
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diminiſh. It is by exciting a hatred of ſome of the meaſures of France, 
and, by a common fraud, turning that hatred againſt France herſelf, that 
theſe perſons endeavour to execute that project, while they conceal from 
their partizans their real deſigns. 

I cannot be perſuaded that the Arezioan government has — into 
theſe deſigns, which appear to me to be too far remoyed from common 
ſenſe to be adopted by the government, and to be rather the yiews of in- 
dividuals blinded by their intereſts and paſſions. Yet, if we look coolly 
at the conduct of the government from the time of concluding the treaty 
with England, if we conſider how little conciliatory meaſures towards 
France have been ſtudied in its public acts, how profuſely. its miniſters 
have laviſhed inſults on the French in their public diſpatches, and how 
profound a reſpect the ſame miniſters, at the very dame time, expreſſed 
for the government and the miniſters of England, and, finally, what rude 
language toward France, equally removed from , prudence and decency, 
has been held by the immediate dependants of the goyernment in both 
houſes of the legiſlature, we ſhall acknowledge, that at is not without ap- 
pearance the American government is accuſed of a _— for England, * 
which is not the genuine reſult of an attention to the intereſts of the 
United States. On the other hand, iſ it be recollected, that there is a ne- 
ceſſity, or, at leaſt, that there is the habit in politics, as well as in private 
tranſactions, of following one falſe ſtep by another ſtill more erroncous, to 
avoid an acknowledgment of miſtake, and, {till more, the giying an advan- 
tage to the oppoſite party if we take into the account that Mr. Picker- 
ing, the American ſecretary of ſtate, who Was the author of the, diſ- 
patches I have alluded: to, and the principal actor in the ſcene, did not 
acquire his ſituation (for which no ãntelligent perſon. of his party deemed 
him qualified, either by his talents, or his political experience) but in 
conſequence of its being refuſed hy a more able man, to Whom it had 
been offered by Mr. Waſhington, at chat time ꝑreſident, and that the 
difficulty of finding another perſon to fill the office is s great now as. it 
was then (for the offices of government. are in little requeſt in America, 
which is unqueſtionably a misfortune, if it he nat a vice proceeding from 
on 3U2 _ the 
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the conſtitution), and that the machinations of a party are employed in 
making the difficulty of finding Mr. Pickering a ſueceſſor, appear greater 
than it really is—if we call to mind the reaſonable diſcontent - of the 
American merchants at the piracies committed on their property by the 
privateers and the governments of the French iſlands, and the general 
indignation of the people, although not immediately affected by theſe 
acts of piracy, we ſhall perhaps give another interpretation to the pre- 
ference which is given to England, than that of a determination to ſub- 
Jugate the American ſtates to Engliſh influence; a meaſure that would 
meet with the moſt active oppoſition among the ſederaliſis themſelves, 
and which never can be carried into effect, unleſs France becomes an 
unnatural accomplice in the ſcheme by acts toward America contrary to 
her intereſt, her juſtice, and the greatneſs of her character. 

As to a party conſiſting of adherents of France, it can with leſs truth 
be ſaid to exiſt in the United States than a party devoted to England. I 
conſider it to be a natural thing, that men who have uniformly endea- 


. voured to give a republican tendency to the American conſtitution ſhould 


look up to the preſent conſtitution of France as affording aid to their 
pretenſions; but I am perſuaded the anti federaliſis entertain no deſigns 
derogatory to the independence and intereſts of the ſtates. When the 
governing party affect to forget the ſervices rendered by France to Ame- 
rica, and boaſt of it as part of their political ſyſtem, it is not ſurpriſing 
that their opponents more warmly cheriſh | the remembrance of thoſe 
ſervices, and of the calamities inflicted by England, which latter ſeem to 
be forgotten by the government. The members of the legiſlature, who 
form the oppoſition, betray no criminal attachment to France; nor ex- 
Hibit any ſigns of voting through the: influence of the French govern- 
ment; nor have the appearance, in any reſpect, of looking toward France 
with any other feelings than thoſe that naturally ſpring from the intereſt 
the United States have in an alliance with her—chiefly to balance the 


Engliſh influence, which they imagine they have too much reaſon. to 


fear. I am ſtill perſuaded I am warranted in ſtating, that there is really 
in America leſs of what may be called a French party than an Engliſh 
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one. I do not know whether it is to be attributed to the miſconduct of 
France, or to the want of addreſs in her old or her new government, or 
to an indifference to the gaining a party here, but it is certain the French 
have no party in this country. Whoever will give himſelf the trouble 
to look ſteadily at the ux of the country, will be convinced with me 
that this is fact. 

I am far from conſidering this as a ſubject of eng and I ſhould be 
glad that it could be aſcribed to the wiſdom of the French government. 
The object of a government that forms a party in a foreign nation, is to 
influence its public acts, and to controul it by intrigue. The object is as 
deſtitute of juſtice as of magnanimity; it undermines the independence 
of the foreign ſtate, and the rights of nations; and its means are of the 
moſt odious nature, being no other than the ſowing of corruption and 
domeſtic diſſenſions in the country. Where ſuch purpoſes can be ob- 
tained, by fuch means, deteſtable as one and the other are, the ſueceſs 
can be but temporary. They are ſoon countermined by the uſe of the 

ſame means by the rival nation; and the only certain effect they leave 
behind is the depravity and conſequent misfortunes of the people among 
whom they are practiſed. Although I hazard the diſgrace of being 
deemed romantic in my ſentiments on this ſubject, I am not the leſs 
willing to declare, that 1 conſider generoſity, good faith, and ſound morals 
as the means of ſucceſs the moſt efficacious and eafily applied, in politics 
as well as in private conduct. How much is the power of a nation aug- 
mented, in the character it acquires, that demands nothing that is not 
juſt, and that gives in its treaties with other nations even more than is 
demanded. The intrigues of a rival nation with any of its allies will be 
more readily and perfectly defeated by a frank and plain conduct, than 
by an imitation of thoſe intrigues, which, in truth, places the nation 
that employs them in'a ſtate of real hoſtility with that to whom it 1s 
eyen then, by its miniſters, making profeſſions of friendſhip. The repu- 
tation and importance of moſt cabinets, and moſt ambaſſadors, no doubt, 
would be infinitely reduced, if they were compelled to renounce their 
intrigues; but the intereſts of ſtates, and the happineſs of the people 
4127 5 would 
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would as certainly be greatly increafed ; and it is a matter that I cannot 
queſtion, that, if a regard to integrity is incapable of working a revolution 
in the policy of cabinets, ſuch a revolution will inevitably be brought 
about by the natural progreſs of knowledge, which cannot fail to n 
its utility. 

Although the elections for offices in the federal government, and thoſs 
in the ſeveral ſtates, are under the influence of party, my reader muſt 
not conclude that the inhabitants of the United States univerſally range 
themſelves on the fide of one or other of the parties. Many are ignorant 
of their motives and objects; and a great number of others regard them 
with indifference, having no other intention than to return the candidate 
moſt proper for the office, and permitting themſclyes to be directed in 
their votes by ſuch as they deem to be better informed on the ſubject 
than themſelves. The ſecurity of liberty, the independence of the 
United States, and the preſervation of the preſent form of government, 
are the objects of their attachment; and, in general, they live in the 
pleaſing perſuaſion that there can be no other ſentiment in public affairs. 

A painful recollection of the calamities inflicted by England, during 
their ſtruggles for independence, and a grateful remembrance of the ſer- 
vices rendered them by France at the ſame period, are the common ſen- 
timents of the country; and the partiality for France is, no doubt, in- 
creaſed by the reflection that ſhe contends for liberty with the enemy that 
oppoſed their independence; and by a perſuaſion that it was in America that 
France was firſt taught to love liberty. This preference, however, for 
the intereſts of France is by no means ſo obſtinate as not to give way to 
a conviction, where 1t 1s excited, that France has deſigns upon the inde- 
pendence of the United States; and it is by engendering ſuſpicions of 
that nature, that the party in oppoſition to the French intereſts, and 
their writers, have endeavoured for a year paſt to ſhake the attachment 
of the people to the French cauſe. To this end calumnies on the 
French government, and falſe and inſidious conſtructions of their con- 
duct, have been induſtriouſly ſpread through America. 
Whatever has come within my own obſervation, or I have gathered 


from 


BY THE DUKE DR LA ROCHRFOUCAULT Trax count. 527. 


from others, convinces me that I have given a faithful picture of the maſs 
of the inhabitants of the American States, and I cannot imagine that it 
will be ſaid-=that an affectionate remembrance of the ſhare which 
France had in the eſtabliſhment of American independence, and the re- 
ſolution not to ſuffer herſelf to make the ſlighteſt breach in that great 
work, erected as it was with fuch immenſe coſt, are, either one or the 
other, ſentiments diſcreditable to the American people. 


| chr STATES FORMED SINCE THE ADG6PTION OF THE CON- 
srrruriox. 


At the deaf che completion of the new conſtitution in 1787, and 

the firſt ſittings of the new congreſs in 1789, the Union conſiſted of no 
more than thirteen ſtates ; but, fince that period, three have been added 
in the manner preſcribed in ſach caſes by the conſtitution. Kentucky, 
which was a diſtrict dependent on the State of Virginia, was raiſed into 
4 ſtate: by an act of congreſs, of the fourth of February 1791 ; and Ver- 
mont, which was a part of New Hampſhire, was erected into a ſtate: on 
the 18th of June in the ſame year ; and, on the iſt of June 1796, Ten- 
neſſee, formerly part of North Carolina, and aſter the acceptance of the 
conſtitution voluntarily ceded by that ſtate to the Union, under the name 
of Phe Goverument of the Territories on the South of the Ohio, was alſo de- 
clared an independent ſtate. 
The province of Mainc, part of the State of Maſſachuſſetts, has de- 
manded to be erected into a ſeparate ſtate; and will probably be de- 
clared ſuch in the firſt or ſecond ſeſſion of the next congreſs, and it is to 
be expected that the Union, if it preſerves its independence, will at 
length conſiſt of a greater number of ſtates than at preſent, by portions 
of territory being diſmembered from the ſtates of the greateſt extent, d 
erected into independent ſtates. 

Beſides the ſixteen ſtates which at preſent ſorm the Union, there is an 
immenſe tract of land, bearing the name of The Territory on the North-Weſt 
of the Ohio, which is attached as a diſtrict to the ſoyertignty of the Union, 

and 


528 88 TRAYELS IN /NORTH AMERICA, . 


and is under the immediate juriſdiction of the congreſs. The act which 
formed this territory into a diſtrict under the old congreſs, on the 1ſt. of 
July 1787, was afterwards modified by the new conſtitution. A go- 
vernor, a ſecretary, and three judges, appointed by the preſident of the 
United States, the firſt for three years and the others for four, compoſe 
the proviſional government of this territory; which, although it includes 
more than two hundred and fiſty millions of acres, contains only four 
thouſand white people. The Indians form the greater part of its popu- 

lation; but even their numbers are not great. By a law of the old con- 
greſs of the 13th of J uly 1787, this territory was authoriſed to chuſe a 
legiſlative aſſembly when its population of white people ſhould amount 
to fifty thouſand. | The ſame law included other liberal regulations, aſſo- 
ciating the Territory on the North- Weft tlie Ohio with the reſt of Ame- 
rica in the rights granted by the conſtitution. It alfo enjoined the inha- 
bitants to obſerve a juſt and friendly conduct towards the Indians. It 
prohibited the purchaſe of lands from the Indians by individuals without 
the expreſs authority of congreſs ; and declared that this territory thould 
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"ELECTION or THE. PRESIDENT, AND THE 'VICE-PRESIDENT,, or 
| TIE UNITED STATES, 2 


1 


The election of the preſident of the United States Wk ſubject of 
thi moſt weighty importance in this country, and it having happened 
that I was in America when an election to that high office took place; I 
am perſuaded there are r details relative to he Oo" * * bs 
given here with adrantage. 171 | K 

. The. conſtitution, in the 3 on the executive power, having 1 
8 the conditions required for the office of preſident, and the ex- 
tent and duration of its powers, enjoins the mode of election to the re- 
ſpective offices of preſident and vice-preſident ; but I willi not again cite 
the text, which will be found in the firſt ſection of the ſecond article of 
the, conſtitution. ; 


On 
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On the 13th of September 1788, the old congreſs, having received the 
ratification of the conſtitution from eleven ſtates, and the other forms 
preſcribed for its ratification being complied with, declared the conſtitu- 
tion to be in force. It appointed the firſt Wedneſday of the following 
January, for the chooſing the electors in the different ſtates that had ra- 
tified the conſtitution, which electors were to nominate the preſident ; 
and the firſt Wedneſday in the February following, for the aſſembling of 
the electors in the ſeveral ſtates, to chuſe the preſident; and the firſt 
Wedneſday of March, for the aſſembling of the new congreſs at New 
York, (at that time the ſeat of the government), when the ſeveral 
branches of the government were to commence their proceedings under 
the new conſtitution. | 
George Waſhington was elected OY on the firſt Wedneſday in 
February 1789 ; and entered on the exerciſe of his functions, with the 
other authorities, on the firſt Wedneſday of the following March. He. 
had been preſident of the convention; his name had reſounded in every 
part of America; the gratitude and veneration of the public were not 
only his due, but eagerly accorded to him; and his election was without 
a difſenting voice. John Adams was at the fame time elected vice- 
A 5 
The conſtitution, in furniſhing the legiſlature with a general rule for 
the election of preſident and vice-preſident, had not provided for every 
kind of vacancy that might occur, but had committed that taſk to the : 
legiſlature ; and I think it ny to give the law as ĩt exiſts at preſent 
on n ſubject. 


; p 
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LAW RELATIVE TO THE ELEOTION: OF THE PRESIDENT: AND VICE= 
* PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES, PASSED IN CONGRESS ON THE 

FIRST OF MARCH 1792, IN VIRTUE OF AN ARTICLE OF THE CON= 
_ STITUTION, | 4 n edc 


C . 


Sect. Iſt. The caſe of the election of pendelt or vice-preſident of 
the United States before the uſual period of election, which caſe is 
Vor.lII. 3X hereinafter 
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| hercinafter provided for, being excepted, the electors for the chuſing 


the preſident and vice-preſident ſhall, be named within thirty- four days 


| immediately preceding the firſt Wedneſday of December, 1792; and 


thenceforth, within thirty-four days immediately preceding the firſt 
Wedneſday of December in the fourth year after the laſt election. The 
ſaid electors ſhall be equal | in number to that of the ſenators and repre- 
fentatiyes in congreſs, of which the ſeveral ſtates ſhall have a right to: 
compoſe their deputation, at the time when the preſident and vice-preſi- 
dent to be choſen ſhall enter into office: provided that, if the new ap- 
portioning of repreſentatives, in virtue of the new enumeration of the 
inhabitants, ſhall not take place before the period for chuſing the elec- 
tors, then the number of electors ſhall be proportioned to the number of 
ſenators and. repreſentatives of the preſent congreſs, 

Sect. 2d. The electors ſhall aſſemble and vote on the firſt Wedneſ- | 
day, of December, i in each ſtate, at ſuch place as ſhall be named by the 
legiſlature of the ſtate; and ſhall draw up and fign three certificates of 
their reſpective votes, and ſhall fold up and ſeal the ſame ſeparately, and 
ſhall indorſe upon the cover of each packet a declaration, that it contains 
a liſt of the votes of the ſtate for the preſident and vice-preſident; and 


every elector, or the majority of electors, ſhall appoint by ballot the per- 


ſon. to whom they will entruſt one of the ſaid certificates, to be by him 
conveyed to the preſident. of the ſenate, at the place of reſidence of the 
government, before the firſt Wedneſday of the January following; and 
ſhall addreſs another of the ſaid certificates, by the poſt, to the preſident 
of the ſenate, at the place of reſidence of the government ; and ſhall 
tranſmit the third of the ſaid certificates to the judge of the diſtrict in 
which their aſſembly ſhall be held. 

* Sef7. 3d. The executive power in each ſtate ſhall cauſe to be drawn 
up, and properly certified, three lifts of the names of the electors of the 
ſtate, and ſhall tranſmit the ſame to the electors before the firſt Wedneſ- 
day of December; and the electors ſhall add one of the ſaid liſts to. each 
of the before-mentioned liſts of their votes. 

Sect. 4th. In the caſe of a liſt of the votes of a ſtate not arriving at 


— 
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the place of reſidence of the government on the firſt Wedneſday in Ja- 
nuary, the ſecretary of ſtate ſhall diſpatch an expreſs to the judge of the 
diſtrict of ſuch ſtate, in whoſe hands the third certificate ſhall have been 
depoſited, who ſhall tranſmit it by the ſame meſſenger to the place of 
refidence of the government. 

Sect. 5th. The congreſs ſhall commence its fittings on the Kecotid 
Wedneſday of February, 1793 ; and thenceforth, on the ſecond Wedneſday 
of the February following each affembly of electors; and the certificates, 
or as many of them as ſhall have arrived, ſhall be opened; the votes 
counted, and names of the perſons elected to fill the offices of preſident 
and vice-preſident declared and ee ens to the forms of 
the conſtitution. 

Seck. Oth. In the caſe of the preſident of hi ſenate not being preſent F 
the place of reſidence of the government, on the arrival of perſons charged 
with the liſts of the votes of the electors, ſuch perſon ſhall deliver the liſts 
to the ſecretary of ſtate, who ſhall carefully preſerve them, and remit 
them as ſoon as poſſible to the prefident of the ſenate. PAT III. 

Se&. 7th. The perſons appointed by the electots to convey the liſts to 
the preſident of the ſenate, ſhall receive, at the time of delivering the ſaid 
lifts, fifteen pence per mile for the diſtance, by the high ron, from the 
place of election to the refidence of the government. 

Sect. 8th. If any perſon, being appointed to convey the votes of the 
electors to the preſident of the ſenate, and having accepted that truſt, 
ſhall negle& to diſcharge the ſame, he ſhall incur a penalty of one thou- 


. fand dollars. 


dect. gth. In the caſe of the removal, death, reſignation, or incapacity 
to fill his office, of the preſident or vice-preſident, the proviſional preſi- 
dent of the ſenate, or, where no ſuch officer has been appointed, the 
ſpeaker of the houſe of repreſentatives, ſhall fulfil the duties of preſident 
of the United States, or vice-preſident, until the preſident or vice-preſi- 

dent ſhall reſume his functions, or a new election ſhall take place. 
Sect. 10th. When the offices of preſident and vice-preſident ſhall be- 
come vacant at the ſame time, the ſecretary of ſtate ſhall give notice of 
3X 2 the 
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the ſame to the executive power of each ſtate ; and ſhall-publiſh the ſaid 
notice in one gazette at leaſt of each ſtate, in which it ſhall be declared 
that the electors for the preſident of the United States will be appointed 
or choſen in the ſeveral ſtates, within the thirty-four days immediately 
preceding the firſt Wedneſday of the month of December following, pro- 
vided a ſpace of two months ſhall intervene between the date of ſuch no- 
tice, and the firſt Wedneſday of the December following ; but when 
the ſaid ſpace of time ſhall not ſo intervenc, or if the term for which 
the late preſident and vice-preſident were elected does not expire on the 
third day of March following, then the ſecretary of ſtate ſhall declare in 
ſuch notice that the eleQors are to be appointed or choſen within the 
thirty-four days immediately preceding the firſt Wedneſday of Decem- 
ber in the following year ; and the electors ſhall be appointed . 
and ſhall proceed as 1s provided in this act. 

See. 11th. The only evidence that ſhall be required of the refuſal to 
accept the office of preſident or vice-preſident, or reſignation of either of 
the ſaid offices, ſhall be a declaration in writing to that effect, ſigned by 
the perſon refuſing to accept or reſigning ſuch office, Which ſhall be 
tranſmitted to and depoſited in the office of the ſecretary of ſtate. 

Sect. 12th. The term for which the preſident and vice-preſident ſhall 
be choſen ſhall be four years; commencing, in all caſes, on the 4th of 
March following the day of the election. 

By the proviſions of this law, as well as thoſe of the Z the 
power of declaring the manner of nominating the electors who were to 
chooſe the preſident and vice-preſident, was left to the legiſlatures of the 
ſeveral ſtates; and the reſult was, that a uniform mode was not adopted. 
In ſome of the ſtates the people were left to nominate the eleclors, in the 
ſame manner as they voted for other offices; in others, that power was 
confided to the legiſlatures themſelves. The following is a ſtatement 
ſhewing which of theſe modes was adopted by each ſtate reſpectively. 


States 
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States in which the Electors for tie States in which the Electors for the 
Prefident and Fice-prefident of the  Prefident and Vice-prefident of the 
United States are named by the United States are named by the Le- 


People. giſlature. 
Maſſachuſetts. Vermont. 
Pennſylvania. © New Hampſhire. 

Virginia. Connecticut. 
Teneſlee. Rhode Iſland. 
Kentucky. | New York. 
South Carolina. | Delaware. 
Georgia. New Jerſey. 

Maryland. 


North Carolina. 


It is certainly a circumſtance at which one can ſcarcely expreſs too 
much ſurpriſe, that a public act, including an intereſt ſo weighty and 
general as that of the choice of preſident, ſhould not be conducted on 
uniform principles throughout the ſtates ; and that the privilege of no- 
minating tie electors ſhould not univerſally reſide in the people. The 
advocates for its reſiding in the legiſlatures contend, that the legiſlatures, 
being choſen by the people, and for a ſhort period, their nomination of 
celectors is, in fact, that of the people; and that the nomination of electors 
being always at a ſtated period, the people, when they chooſe the legiſ- 
lature, have it before their eyes that it has the electors to name, and 
therefore are called to vote for ſuch members as they imagine may be en- 
truſted with that function. Their opponents maintain, that the election 
of the preſident and vice-preſident by the people, in an immediate and 
direct manner, is an inalienable right, and which it was the intention of 
the conſtitution to ratify; that the conſtitution, in leaving it to the ſe- 
veral legiſlatures to declare the manner of nominating the electors, had in 
view only the place and time of their aſſembling, and never meant to in- 
trench upon one of the moſt ſacred rights of the people; and that, al- 

though 
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though the legiſlatures are choſen for a ſhort period, and the time of no- 
minating the electors is fixed, ſo that the people may always, in their 
choice of the members of the legiſlature, keep in mind that particular 
truſt, yet the functions of legiſlator and of elector are fo abſolutely diſ- 
tin, that the man who 1 18 the moſt proper for one may be extremely 
unfit for the other. 

Mr. Waſhington was a ſecond time choſen ith of the United 
States, on the firſt Wedneſday in December 1792, but not unanimouſly, 
as in the former inſtance, an oppoſition already beginning to ſhew itſelf 
in the Union. He had, however, a majority, which was the greater, 
becauſe many of thoſe in oppoſition perceiving that he would be choſen 
in deſpite of their efforts, did not declare openly againſt him, while 
ſome of that party even gave him their vote. John Adams was again 
elected vice-preſident, with a majority that greatly exceeded the votes of 
any of the other candidates, 

In the month of October 1796, Mr. Waſhington publicly declared his 
reſolution of retiring, on account of infirmities of bge, © and requeſted his 
friends and adherents not to nominate him. 

The ſcrutiny for preſident and vice-preſident was made in a ſitting held 
for that purpoſe, according to the terms of the law. The ſenate having 
come down to the chamber occupied by the repreſentatives, took their 
ſeats on the right, as is the cuſtom when the two houſes unite for parti- 
cular objects. The vice-preſident, acting in his capacity of preſident of 
the ſenate, was ſeated in a chair on the right of that occupied by the 
ſpeaker of the houſe of repreſentatives. The chairs of the preſident of 
the ſenate, and the ſpeaker of the houſe of repreſentatives, ſtood upon a 
platform, elevated for the purpoſe. One commiſſioner, appointed by the 
ſenate, and two by the other houſe, ſat at a table at the foot of the platform; 
and the ſecretaries of the two houſes were reſpectively placed at tables, 
that of the ſenate on the right, and the other on the left of the plat- 
form, and immediately below it. The ſecretary of the ſenate having 
read the law regulating the mode of opening the ſcrutiny, and the in- 
ſtruments of the two houſes reſpectively appointing the commiſfioners, 

| ; the 
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the vice-preſident ſucceſſively drew! from two boxes, which ſtood before 
him, the votes ſrom the ſeveral ſtates for the nomination of preſident and 
vice-preſident of the United States. The votes, together with papers re- 
lative to the election, were ſealed up in a packet from each ſtate, agree- 
able to the law of the iſt of March; 1792. The vice-preſident, having 
broken the ſeals, read the general return of the election of each ſtate, 
certifying its validity; after which, the ſecretary of the ſenate declared 
the ſeveral votes of the electors, and read their ſeveral ſignatures, All 
the papers were then, by order of the vice-preſident, handed to the com- 
miſſtoners, who mutually examined and checked the whole, and ſeverally 
made entries of the votes for each candidate. Mr. Szpewick, the 
commiſſioner of the ſenate, having compared and checked bis liſt with 
thoſe of Mr. STR RAVE and Mr. PARKER, the commiſſioners of the 
houſe of repreſentatives, read aloud the general ſummary of the returns, 
in the order in which the ſeveral packets had been opened by the PR 
dent. The e a copy of ay . e | 
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Names of the fates, FA 8 9 HEHE 
| * 1B 8 - 2. 3 5 
% 
i > 2% 10 ö | 8 | 
New Hampſhire 1 0 es 
| Maſſachuſetts | | 161.3 | | 2 1 
Rhode Iſland | 4 ? | | 4 
Connecticut 11099444 1 
Vermont 4 4 
New York [12/12] 
New Jerſey | 7.71.1. | | 
Pennſylvania - _  |-1|-2|14/13 X 
Delaware 1 3 3 
Maryland 71 4] 4] 3] 2 
Virginia [ 1 1]20 1150 30 1 
Kentucky | EE 1 
Teneſſee | | 3] 3 
North Carolina 11 1/11] 6 1 
South Carolina 8 
Georgia 4] 4 
Total 718000830 150 2 8 7 2 2ʃʃ1 


The vice-preſident then declared, that in virtue of the conſtitution, 
the candidate having the greateſt number of votes above an abſolute ma- 
Jority of the electors, was the perſon appointed to be preſident ; and that 
the total number of electors being one hundred and thirty-nine, the can- 
didate having ſeventy-one votes was in the preſent caſe duly elected. 


As 
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As the choice fell —— and by his preſent office it became 
his duty to proclaim himſelf prefident, he betmyed evident ſigns of em+ 
barraſſment; and did hot recover from his agitation till aſter ſome mo- 
ments of ſilenee; when he declared, thut John Adums; having ſeventy- 
one votes, a number beyond an abſolute majority required by the con- 
ſtitution, and no candidate having more votes; John Adams was elected 
and proclaimed preſident of tlie United Stutes for  fout years and that 
Thomas Jefferſon, having ſixty-eight votes, and no other Cantlidate hay- 
ing the ſame number, was elected and proclaimed vice-preſident, for the 
ſame term of four ycars. He concluded this conciſe protldtnation, by 
—— reer to favonr: n n r of the eleo- 
tion. . ö -N MG! 92 149150 

„Ahe FaniRions audi *. — r not to bolmmenee till the 
ach of March; and John Adams, in his quality of vice-preſident, con- 
tinued to be prefident of the ſenate. Fifteen days aſterwards, he requeſt- 
ed that houſe to name a proviſional preſident, that he 1 9 5 0 
interri in preparing for the functions of his high office. 

The ſcerctary of ſtate, whoſe duty it 8 Jeffeilon. of 
his nomination to the office of vice-preſident, ſent an expreſs to him for 
that purpoſe, and at the ſame time a duplicate of the diſpatch by the re- 
gular poſt. The-precaution turned out to be neceflary ; ſor the extraordi- 
nary meſſenger fell ſo ſuddenly and extremely ill, at the diſtance of forty 
miles from Philadelphia, that he was not even able to declare the object of 
his diſpatches ;: and it was by the poſt that Mr. Jefferſon received the ac- 
count of his nomination. © Mr. Jefferſon proceeded to Philadelphia, and 
on the 4th of March the' new W 10. enceue ge- ny 
tered! on their functions. 8 1. 

The houſe of repreſentatives, which 15 „ bohnen wes fleet 
on the 3d of March of its fecond year, no longer exiſted: The conftitu- - 
tion, in preſcribing to the new preſident the neceffity of taking te 6atly 
before he entered on the dereiſe of His funttions, had not. derlared at 
what time, or in What mänmer, ori befbrs whom then eatki was to 0 
taken. John Adams followed the example of his preeceſior he re 
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paired to the houſe of repreſentatives, preceded. by the ſheriffs, marſhals, 
and other officers, and placed himſelf in the chair occupied by the 
nate as remained in the town, took their ordinary ſeats; the other 
ſeats were filled with ſpectators, among whom were many ladies. 
Mr. Jefferſon, the new vice-preſident, placed himſelf at the foot of 
the platform on the right, and the late ſpeaker of the houſe of repre- 
ſentatives on the left. In the front, and round a table, were four of the 
judges of the ſupreme court of the United States, among whom was Mr. 
ELswoRTH, the chief juſtice. The galleries and tribunes were crowded. 
The foreign miniſters, although not formally invited, attended without 
ceremony, and, with many others, ſtood behind the platform. The pre- 
ſident, the ſimplicity of whoſe dreſs was not diſtinguiſhed by any thing 
but a black cockade and a ſword, pronounced a diſcourſe, in which he 
declared his political faith; after which, having deſcended from the plat- 
and kiſſed the book of the evangeliſts, and then returned to the platform. 
In a ſhort time'after, he. retired, den by {ve een n accom- 
panied him on his entrance. 

ee eee bee the Ker inſtallation; 
but this very ſimplicity has ſomething in it ſo. delightful, fo noble, and 
ſo nearly reſembling the grandeur of antiquity, that it commands our re- 
yerence, and ſeizes upon our worthieſt affections. I ſpeak at leaſt of the 
effect it produced on my feelings. This change of the perſons exerciſing 
the moſt awful functions of the ſtate, with ſo little pomp, but with ſo 
great ſolemnity; and which places a man who, the evening before, was 
among the crowd of ſimple citizens, at the head of the government, 
while he who held the firſt office of the ſtate the preceding evening, is 
returned again to the clais of le CitiZens—1S fall af the qualities that 
conſtitute true greatneſs, | 

The preſence. of the late prefident, who ne the other ſpec- 
tators of this ſcene, \added to , en 
ts effect. 53510 ä inn { AO 1.18 

. Mr. 
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Mr. Jefferſon, having returned to the chamber of the ſenate, took the 
oath, in preſence of the members and the ſecretary; having firſt pro- 
nounced a ſhort diſcourſe, full of talent and wiſdom, -and which recerved 
the approbation of all who did not attend with a mig to be diſſatiſ- 
fied "wan Mr. remanent conduct. 


, , 
R - 
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DEPARTMENTS OF THE EXECUTIVE POWER, IN THE GO | 
\ VERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES. | 


There a are three departments i in the executive grremment—te de- 
partment of ſtate, that of finances, and that of war. A perſon, who 
bears the title of ſecretary of the department, is at the head of each; they 
act under the authority of the preſident, who may avail himſelf of their 
councils when he thinks proper, but is not compelled to do ſo. 
An attorney- general of the United States is attached to the executive 
government; whoſe functions are, to proſecute in the ſupreme court of 
the States, all ſuits in which the government of the Union is intereſted, and 
to give his opinion on matters relative to law to the preſident, when he 
demands it; and to the heads of the ſeveral departments, in law matters 
concerning the department, when it is required of him. Laws that 
have paſſed ſince the creation of the office of attorneyc general of the 
United States, have appointed the perſon who fills that office, one of the 
A ˙ re, 
debt. 
le is permitted, in common with the atrmics-genenl of the b 
IT K 
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| 42 JUDICATURE. > 
The judicature of the United States is compoſed cream diſ- 
trict, courts of circuit, and a ſupreme court; and theſe have excluſive 
juriſdiction of all ſuits that affect the intereſts of the Union. The courts 
of diſtrict are held in every ſtate four times x year; by u judge appointed 
by the general government, and reſiding for that purpoſe in the ſtate: 
| | ; 312 | They 
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They take cognizance of gtimes and offences againſt the general laws of 
the Union, committed within the diſtrict, or on the fea. within its juriſ- 
diction, when the penalty does not exceed thirty ſtripes with a whip, or 
the payment of a hundred dollars; and of all cauſes: belonging to the ad- 
miralty, including ſeizures made in purſuance. of. the laws of the general 
government relative to imports, commerce, or navigation, When ſuch 
leizures are made within their juriſdiction. They have alſo cognizance, 
in conjunction with the courts of the particular ſtate, and the courts of 
circuit, of cauſes in which foreigners complain of wrongs donc in viola- 
tion of the law of nations, er in violation of any treaty. of the United 
States; and of all cauſes to be determined by the common law, in which 
the general government is the plaintiff, and when the objects in diſpute 
do not exceed the value of a hundred dollars. The courts of diſtrict 
have alſo excluſive cognizance of ſuits againſt confuls and vice-conſuls. 
All cauſes determined by the courts of 4 = thoſe mme 
the admiralty, are tried by jur. 
Tbe courts of circuit are held by. 4 of — . ä r 
judges of the diſtrict. The United States ate divided into three circuits; 
the eaſtern circuit, comprtiſing the ſtates on the caſt, extending to, but 
exclusive of New: York ; the midland circuit, compriſing the ſtates of 
New: Yark, New Jerſey, Penntylyania, Delaware, Maryland, and Vir- 
ginia.; and. Ss ſouthern; cixcuit, comprifing- the. Rates 10 tha ſouch / of 
Virginia. Caurts of - circuit are held, twice a year in each ſtate: they 
have cognizance, in conjunction with the courts of the different ſtates, 
of all civil: cauſes, where the matter in diſpute amounts to the value of 
five hundred dollars, independent of the expences of the ſuit, and in 
which the Union is intereſted, or a ſoreigner is a party, or the diſpute is 
between citizens of different ſtates} and an, excluſive cognizance of all 
criminal matters committed-againit,the Union. They are alſa SPUR of 
appeal, from the judgment of the courts, of diſtrict. 11 
Ibe ſupreme court of the Union in compoled: . a nen — 
fu judges, which latter have rank among themſelves, according to the 
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which is the ſeat of the government; it has ch luſive juriſdiction over all 
civil cauſcs, here ant one ofthe; ſtates is a party. cxcept»where the ad- 
verſe party is a citizen of the ſame ſtate: and over all ſuits inſtituted 
with the law of nations. Its juriſdiction extends alſo, but not exchu- 
ſively, to ſuits in which an ambaſſador ar other foreign miniſter is 
plaintiſt, or in which conſuls or vice- conſula are intereſted. It is a ge- 
neral court of appeal from the judgment of the n dere or of 
the different tribunals of the ſeveral ſtates. 

All tho ſederal courts have authority to me wo rere 
cording before them, and to adminiſter oaths. 
The attorney-general of the United States, who muſt —— 
of government, conducts the cauſes of the government in the fupreme 
court 3 andi a counſel appointed by the general government reſides in each 
ftate or, diſtrict, to conduct in the courts of diſtrict and courts of circuit 
criminal and civil cauſes on behalf of the govrenment. 
The diſtance of the fates of Kentucky and — ndincenipee- 
vince ef Mine, from: the ſcat of the federal gorcrament, making it in- 
convenient to, hold courts of circuit in them, their courts” of diſtrict are 
except in caſes of appeal, which are carried before the ſupreme federal 
court. Fhe ſame authority is given to the courts of diſtrict in the = 
9 which as yet are not formed into à ſtate. 

Phe juries that ſerve in the federal courts are ehoſen — 
rem bly the aheae fates wher theſe courts happen to be 
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— amd offentes/oÞ-which/ the foderal tridwnals ehe c 
zance, art only fuah as are comrmnitted again the Union!) or f]sted 
in territaties under the immediate juridiction uf che MfHO r-. I tie Reſt 
claſs are - treaſons; rebelions+i refuſal te py :1mpoſts *enſbthet' by the 
Union'p.Ariuggling ; frauds cotnmitted by | officers'of "the! reverur] in 

matters of rewenue; in a word, every offence/againſt laws paſſed” by! the 
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eongreis. In the ſecond claſs are—crimes and offences committed on 
the ſeas, or in forts or arſtnals belonging to the Union; and, in caſe of 
the ſeat of government being removed to Federal- city, all crimes and 
offences, of what nature ſoever, — HEAT or in a mur 
en it of ten miles ſquar ee. 417 
The crime of treaſon, as it is defined by the conſtitution; ful mur- 
"ly committed in forts, 'arſenals,”&c/>belongingto the Union, or com- 
mitted on board of American veſſels in the open ſeas, or in the ſeveral 
roads; the treachery of maſters diſpoſing of veſſels or cargoes committed 
to their charge, for their own profit, or delivering ſuch veſſels to pirates; 


a conſpiracy of ſailors to prevent the maſter from defending himſelf againſt 


pirates; piracies committed by citizens of the United States, under fo- 
reign colours, on the veſſels or cargoes belonging to the Union, or to ci- 
tizens of the Union; forging of national ſecurities; debaſing of money by 
officers of the mint, or thefts committed by them of gold or ſilver coin 
from the mint; theft of money or notes from letters, made by the letter- 
carriers of the poſt offices; and the robbery or opening of the mail on the 
highways, or the robbery of them in the poſt offices, of — 
by perſons not-authoriſed—are crimes puniſhed with death. 559 

Robbery, and the receiving of ſtolen goods, are puniſhed er whip- 
ping, which is never to exceed thirty-nine ſtripes; and forging of bills of 
lading, ſhip's books, or regiſters, or other ſuch documents, are puniſhed 
———— and impriſonment not to exceed more than three years. 

All other crimes and offences againſt the general government, including 
Lenka: the flave trade, which the laws of the Union Sree | 
puniſhed by fines and impriſonment of various degrees. 

Although the criminal juriſprudence of the Union cannot be e, 
with cruelty, when compared with that of moſt ſtates of Europe, eſpe- 
cially. England, one is not the leſs ſurpriſed to ſee, in a code abounding 
with the puniſhments of whipping; the pillory, and death, that fine and 


_ impriſonment are the only puniſhments for the TAN rs 


the noſes, tongues, or cats of a human being. 

I cannot prevail on myſelf to believe, that the n not, ere it 

be long, infuſe into its juriſprudence the benign temper of the legiſla- 
; ture 
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ture of Pennſylvania, whoſe example has been followed by many other of 
the ſtates. Independent of the great moral and political motives which 
recommend that conduct to the federal government, it muſt at length be 
moved by the hard and cruel contraſt of puniſhments inflicted in the 
ſame place, and for the ſame ſpecies of crime, according as the ſentence 
happens to be paſſed by the tribunals of the federal government, or thoſe 
of the reſpective ſtates for the ſentence of a ſederal court is executed in 
the place where it is paſſed. This contraſt is painful in an uncommon 
degree at Philadelphia; where the Union having no priſon peculiar to 
itſelf, criminals ſentenced by the federal courts to impriſonment are 
confined in the ſame priſon with offenders ſentenced by the edurts of 
Pennfylvania, but are not permitted to partake of the benefits of * 
| han nm in its Oe Du du READ 
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1 cui. JURISPRUDENCE. tet 
26 The WERPe Union in civil matters, like thoſe of td Maas 
are for the moſt part the Engliſh laws, accompanied with all the delays 
and intricacies ariſing from: complicated and. difficult forms; It would 
be a great benefit conferred on the American people, to ſumplify tlie pro- 
ceedings, and even many of the principles of the law; and it is a reform 
ſometimes talked of, but the undertaking is great and diſcouraging. The 
lawyers, educated in the principles of this embarraſſed code, and accuſ- 
tomed to its practices, would reluctantly change them for others; and it 
is to be ſuppoſed the greater part of them are ſo perſuaded of the ſupe- 
rior excellence of the ſyſtem, that they would oppoſe the introduction of 
any other; and it is to be remembered that law- ſuits, although ruinous 
to clients, are the harveſt of lawyers. This claſs of men compoſes much 
more than half of the legiſlature of the Union, as well as of the Jegiflas 
tures of the different ſtates; and theſe, I am afraid, are too powerful rea» 
ſons to permit us to hope for any ſpeedy reform in the law. Ou Higgs 
One of the moſt remarkable laws, of the Union is, that relative o 
ſlavery; but it may be conſidered as ſpringing from principles of policy, 
rather than enlightened reaſons of juriſprudence, We have ſeen that the 
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des pernũtted, till 1808, te importatiau, iu the ſcheral fate of 
frecl prrſoms as; till tliat periad, tlie ſeveral ſlates ſhould judge i exprdtent 10 
purmit tu be impormd; and by this deſoription the cotrſtitution meant te 
deſignate ſadbes; which temporary \countenanee given to the flave trade 
the cunſtitution could not openly acknowledge, without an abſurd con : 
tradition. of the liberal principles it had premiſed: nor could it openly 
pruhibit the ſlave trade, without a certainty of the law being oppoſed by 
the ſouthern:ſtates. Ny this vague deſigfition the framers of the conſtl · 
tution crept out of this cmbarraſſment; andi however groſs the: ſubter - 
ſuge may be, we can ſcarcely blame them; ſince;- While they pteſerved 
the exiſtenee of the Union at the difficult period w hen the conſtitution 
was tramed, they med not far diſtant ſor cherentiuctionfef that 
deteſtable trafic : i 2 f 28) To enaitolunor TiIfrIEL boo arcericycl 

In 1796, the e 8 a law, prohibiting American veſſels to 
carry ſlaves, under the penalty. of two thouſand dollars, and confiſcation 
of the ſlaves and veſſels; | and'this:law;: although ſometimes cluded; is. for 
the greater part rigoroufly:enforced;-of which I have ſeen many inſtances 
during my ſtay in America. It is even difficult and expenſive to elude it; 
for the Quakers purſue offenders againſt this law with incredible activity 
and inveteracy. Fhe merchants who make the attempt muſt provide 
ſalſe hills of ladmg, and make oath that the cargo is the property ot 
n . nn the e . and _ 
this is attended with great:expence. - 

A law of 1793, prohibits: the 8 em 46209 0 en · 
ond to ſerve another, ordaining a fine to be levied upon all offenders 
in this: caſe, and declating, that the -perfow vcho flies from his matter 
hall be liable to be ſent back to him. In this law the congreſs avoided 
the uſe of the word ſaues, although it was to provide againſt the flight 
er concralment of ſla ves that it was paſſed, there being little reaſon for 
apprehenſions about domeſties enguged fora term. The juriſprudence of 
— — —e articles“! ? 
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* Ab | DEPARTMENT. os STATE. | | 
The department of ſtate 48 alſo that of- foreign affairs, which e 
form its principal buſineſs. The ſecretary of ſtate, who is at the head of 
this department, is the keeper. of the ſeals of the Union. It is his office / 
to counterſign the laws, and to promulgate them; he has the cuſtody of 
the papers of the old congreſs, and has other functions; but his princi - 
pal employment is to tranſact affairs with foreign powers. The expences 
incurred for foreign affairs amounted, for the four firſt years after the rati- 
fication of the new conſtitution, to no more than forty thouſand dollars 
annually. Since that period the number of the miniſters and conſuls of 
the Union in foreign countries being encreaſed, the ordinary annual ex- 
pences for foreign affairs have amounted to ſixty thouſand dollars; and 
the expences attending the execution of the different treaties made by the 
Union during the laſt three years, have occaſioned the granting of extra- 
ordinaries greatly exceeding the amount of ordinary expences. . The 
treaty with Algiers coſt the Union more than nine hundred thouſand 
dollars. The amount of expences, ordinary and extraordinary, ſor fo- 
reign eee this time, is more than 2 — 
of dollars. rn «a. 4 een EI 1402673. 2141435 = 
I am inelined t beliens that the United States ha hit 
great part of this expence, had their politics been directed with a little 
more wiſdom. Nor would the faving of money have been the greateſt 
advantage they would have reaped ; it is probable they would have been 
able to ſhun the interior troubles, with which it is too plain they are now? 
menaced ;- to avoid the very delicate and embarraſſing ſituations ur Which 
they have more than once been plunged, and are now more than ever. 
involved ; to preſerve the bleſſings of peace for many years; to ſecure the- 
exiſtence of the Union, which is the ſource of their ſtrength and Which 
cannot be ſhaken but through their connection with foreign countries; 
in a word, to place out of the reach of danger that independence Which 
they won with ſo much glory toi themſelves, the right to Which / nnot 
be conteſted, but which has no longer any real exiſtence, except in the 
Vo. II. 14; hs mouths 
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mouths. of their own declaimers. Proud with reaſon of having thrown 
off the oppreſſive yoke. of England, the United States were too ready to 
play a part among the nations. of Europe; and to involve themſelves in 
the intereſts of foreign powers, from. which. nature had moſt happily ſe- 
parated them. They involved. themſelves in thoſe foreign intereſts the 
moment they ſent miniſters to foreign. courts, and received their miniſters 
in return; from that moment they expoſed themſelves to the dangers that 
the weak are placed in relative to the ſtrong, among nations as well as 
individuals; they redueed themſelves to the neceſſity of practiſing dupli- 
city, an indiſpenſable condition, when he who is weak allies himſelf to 
him who is ſtrong ; and the more indiſpenſable in politics, naſmuch as 
juſtice has been hitherto contemned in that art, the will of the more 
riſe to intrigues, the more dangerous, becauſe their maſters believed it to 
be their intereſt to diſturb their tranquillity, and check their growing pro- 
ſperity. In a ſtate where political concerns are as yet little complicated, 
the reſidence of foreign miniſters is more miſchievous than in others, 
even when they have received no inſtructions from their courts to culti- 
vate intrigues, which is a caſe. difficult to imagine. They are ready 
enough to render themſelves of importance, and to give conſequence to 
their employments ; if they fucceed in ſome underhand practice, if they 
corrupt a ſecretary of ſtate, or ſome member of the government, if they 
pave the way for the influence and intereſts of their courts, or ſeem to 
do fo, they are ſure to win. the favour of their maſters, for courts will 
intrigue every where, and will have a, party Wherever they can; and 
thus they paſs for men of talents and induſtry; and while they ſow the 
feeds of diſcord. in the countries where they reſide, they create: a title to 
rewards, and gain a ſtep. toward preferment. And theſe: truths are the 
more alarming, in proportion as the cabinet that ſends the ambaſſador is 
ſtrong, and has an intereſt in leſſening the power of the ſtate where he 
xeſides, and in proportion as that contains in it circumſtances dangerous 
to its unanimity; in a word, as it contains more or leis of thoſe circum- 
ſtances wie combination. forms the exiſtanoe of the. United States. 

The 
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The ambaſſadors of leſs powerful Rates act on the ſame 'principles; 
and the application of them ſolely is different. They flatter the opinions 
of their cabinets, and lull them with ſtatements in which truth is not 
ſtrictly conſulted ; and thus they cultivate; in their reſpective govern- 
ments, opinions and deſigns miſchievous to their ſubjects. If it happens 
that they belong to a party at home, their diſpatches take the colour of 
the party. It is a univerſal paſſion to be of importance in the world, but 
the agents of governments are the moſt infected by it. They fill their 
diſpatches with hearſays, converſations, ſuſpicions uttered of ſome, do- 
nunciations againſt others, and reports ſpringing from their prejudices 
only, from which they draw conclufions that fill the minds of their em- 
ployers with perplexities, confirm them in their prejudices, and engage 
them in haſty and impolitie meaſures. | 
When a miniſter is charged with a negociation, the an is ſtill more 
imminent. With whatever prudence and foreſight his cabinet may draw 
up his inſtructions, ſtill they muſt include ſome latitude. The ambaſſa- 
dor's probity, his judgment, and his information, can be the only guaran- 
tees of his conforming himſelf to his inſtructions. He may even involun- 
tarily exaggerate, in his correſpondence, the obſtacles he has to encounter; 
he may miſcalculate the overtures that are made to him, on the part of 
the ſtate with whom he treats; if he is to be corrupted, the miniſters 
with whom he has to deal will not fail to give him his price, and he will 
conſent to a treaty which ſacriſices ſome of the articles of his inſtruc- 
tions, or includes articles not to be found in them. In a word, he will 
agree to ſomething contrary to the intentions of his court. How many 
more topics of the ſame kind might theſe obſervations include ?—It1s 
true the ratification of ſuch a treaty is not inevitable; but the govern- 
ment of a ſtate, already weak, is not in the ſame condition to refuſe the 
ratification of a treaty, ſigned by its ambaſſador, that a powerful ſtate is; 
and the danger that may be incurred by the refuſal” er = 1 
nity of intrigue for the ratifieation of ſuch à treaty. | 
A weak ſtate, which ſends and receives ambaſſadors, and would mingle 
in the concerns of powerful ſtates, can reel avoid being drawn into 
l 322 a party; 
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a party; its ambition and vanity will oſten hurry it on in a direction 
contrary to its uſual policy; and it never belongs to ſuch a ſtate to take a 
part in the differences of other governments, by which it only hazards its 
own proſperity, and ſometimes endangers its exiſtence. 
Had the United States, after the glorious war they had maintained for 
their independence, opened their ports to all nations with equal advan- 
tages, and permitted their merchants to trade wherever their intereſt led 
them, and had been wiſe enough to abſtain from all other foreign rela- 
tions, they would have approached nearer than at preſent to the object 
they deſire, of being a powerful government. In the midſt of internal 
tranquillity, they might have filled their arſenals, fortified their harbours, 
collected timber for the building ſhips of war, which they need not have 
ſent from their ports till they were ſtrong enough to protect the American 
flag; they might have eſcaped from their preſent ſituation, in which 
they are torn by domeſtic difſentions, ſwayed by foreign influence, and, 
in truth, leſs independent than they were on the 4th of July, 1776— 
which ſituation is the entire reſult of the politics of the government, for 
| their population is doubled, their wealth um «nd their people in- 
duſtrious, enterpriſing, ſagacious, and honeſt. 
My opinion will, no doubt, find many nine, 4 more lh 
in America; but if it be well examined, I believe it will find alſo many 
partizans. As to myſelf, I am ſo penetrated with the conviction of its 
ſolidity, fince my reſidence here has given me ſome knowledge of the 
affairs of the country, that I do not heſitate to pronounce—that the in- 
dependence of the ſtates, and the tranquillity and happineſs of the peo- 
ple (a people ſo worthy of repoſe, and ſo admirably placed by nature to 
poſſeſs a durable repoſe), will never be enſured till the day in which the 
government deſtroys all political ties with Europe. By that policy, it is 
not perhaps yet too late to ſecure the proſperity of America, although 
infinite miſchiefs have been occaſioned by the foreign connections the 
b emen has cultivated during the laſt fourteen years. + 
In expreſſing my opinion on the dangers incurred by feeble ſtates in 
their o ellen with powerful * it is America, and America in her 
preſent 
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preſent ſituation, that I have had in view. If ſmall ſtates, ſuch as Ge- 
noa or Geneva, ſend ambaſſadors to powerful nations, it is to ſolicit pro- 
tection, and to acquire ſubſidies; they are deſtined to be inferior; they 
can never be a grain in the political balance; they may, therefore, with- 
out danger to themſelves, indulge in diplomatic vanity. Does it belong 
to the United States, invited by nature and a concurrence of circum- 
ſtances. to become a powerful nation, but which can never ſtand in that 
rank except through the medium of a long continued peace, to endanger 
that important event by a narrow policy? Can they ever doubt, that 
they are objects of the hatred of their former maſters ?---A paſſion that 
is not leſs real for being enveloped in the forms of amity. Do they 
doubt, that the high deſtiny to which nature and the period of their 
birth called them, is an object of the jealouſy of the political foreſight of 
Europe? Have they not to fear their being the aliment of rivalry among 
the European powers, in the midſt of whoſe conteſts they cannot remain 
neuter without entire paſſiveneſs? But, as if they had no knowledge of 
"theſe truths, they have, without neceſſity, and even walfully, ſtaked all 
their advantages, and engendered maladies which already have tainted 
the ſtate and threaten to ſpread to its vitals, to gratify the: vanity of 
making a figure, while yet in infancy, on the political theatre, with the 
old and powerful ſtates of Europe! It is with nations as with indivi- 
duals, the premature uſe of the genial powers is fucceeded by a life of 
debility and early decrepitude. 


FINANCES OF THE UNITED STATES; THEIR HISTORY, AND PRESENT 
SITUATION ; TAXES; REVENUES, wag | | 


The new y conſtitution had been contemplated and- was 1 to give 
the federal government a degree of power, the want of which was daily 
experienced by the former congreſs, Its weakneſs was chiefly felt in the 
levying of taxes, and the contributions of the ſeveral ſtates toward the 
expences of the Union. The demands of the war, too greatly diſpropor- 
tioned to the reſources of the United States, had not been completely ſa- 

tified 
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tisfied by the loans which France and their other allies furniſhed with a 
generoſity that now ſeems utterly forgotten. The congreſs, convinced as 
it was of the cvils of a paper currency which had no exiſting funds for 
its foundation, was nevertheleſs forced into a prodigious emiſſion of that 
currency, having no guarantee but the faith of a public deſtitute of all 
means of repayment. The paper iſſued by the ſeveral ſtates was in fimilar 
abundance; and throughout it was depreciated almoſt to nothing. This 
debt was to be univerſally provided for; funds were to be found for the 
expences of the general government; the neceſſity for the creating a 
1yſtem. of finance was apparent; and the old congreſs, feeling the im- 
portance of all theſe duties, by a direct declaration in 1783, pledged the 
honour of the United States for the payment of all the public creditors. 
The new congreſs, at the cloſe of its firſt ſeſſion, in September 1789, or- 
dered the ſecretary of the treaſury of the Union to lay before the legiſla- 
ture, at the commencement of the enſuing ſeſſion, a plan for the reſtor- 
ing of public credit. Mr. HAMILTON, at that time the ſecretary of the 
treaſury, acquitted himſelf of this duty, in January 1790 ; and the con- 
greſs, adopting the plan laid before them, paſſed a law, on the 4th of 
Auguſt in the ſame year, whoſe object was the payment of the national 
debt. This law funded the debt due to foreign nations, as well as to the 
creditors at home ; adding to the debt, not only a long arrear of intereſt, 
but intereſt upon intereſt. The debt due to foreign nations amounted to 
eleven millions nine hundred and eight thouſand one hundred and eighty- 
eight dollars; and the domeſtic debt to forty millions nine hundred and 
five thouſand four hundred and eighty-five dollars; making together 
fifty- two millions eight hundred and thirteen thouſand fix hundred and 

ſeventy-three dollars. The preſident of the United States was authorized 
to borrow twelve millions of dollars, on the beſt terms he could obtain, 
to pay the foreign debt. As to the loan to extinguiſh the domeſtic debt, 

the arrears of intereſt, and certificates of intereſt due, a paper then m cir- 

culation, were received as part of it, and funded at an intereſt of three 

per cent. The capital of the debt, compriſing the paper money then 

in circulation, 'was funded at an intereſt of fix per cent ; with a pro- 

e viſion 
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* that a third of the debt thus funded ſhould not receive intereſt till 
the expiration of ten years, that is to ſay, till the year 1800, and this part 
of the debt was for that reaſon funded under the name of the deferred 
flock ; while two other funds were created, one of three per cent, and one 
of ſix per cent, to fulfil engagements of the ſtate. The deferred flock was to 
be redeemed by the treaſury, in the proportion of eight per cent per an- 
num, which proviſion was regarded as a kind of compenſation for the 
ſuſpenſion during ten years of the payment of the intereſt. The different 
funds were redeemable alſo by the congreſs by annuities for twenty-three 
years, at eight per cent per annum, but which could not in that caſe be 
afterwards redeemed by any other fund. The ſame law cofitained pro- 
viſions to make the Union reſponſible for the debts of the different ſtates. 
It authorized a loan of twenty-one millions five hundred thouſand dol- 
lars; and permitted to be received, as ſubſcriptions to the loan, certi= 
ficates of debts of the ſeveral ſtates for military ſerviee, or furniſhing of ; 
proviſions during the war, limiting the ſums which each ſtate might 
ſubſcribe in this manner. A third of the debts thus funded bore an in- 
tereſt of three per cent; and the remaining two-thirds an intereſt of ſix 
per cent, but one-half of the ſix per cents was not to receive intereſt tillaf- 
ter the year 1800. The ſubſcriptions to this loan were to be made within a. 
certain time; but the period was afterwards extended. The ſame law ap- 
pointed commiſſioners to reſide in each ſtate, to verify the titles of claim-- 
ants, to give certificates, pay the intereſt; in a word, to tranſact all buſi- 
neſs relative to this loan under the authority of the ſecretary of the trea- 5 
fury. The holders of certificates of debts due from any of the ſtates, who. 
were unwilling to ſubſcribe to the loan, received an intereſt of three per 
cent on that paper. 
The plan of transferring the reſponſibility for the debts. of the ſeveral: 
ſtates to the congreſs was not adopted without lung debates. No op- 
poſition was made to the funding of the foreign debt, nor even that of 
the domeſtic debt, but what ſhould be admitted into the latter, and the 
manner of redeeming it, occaſioned. great diſputes. Thoſe who oppoſed: 
the funding of the debts, of the feyeral ſtates argued, that the claims were 
almoſt: 
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almoſt obſolete ; that neither the intereſt, nor any part of the principal, 
had been paid; that they had fallen to an eighth of their original value; 
and that in all probability they would continue to fall till they ſhould be 

extinct. A large portion of theſe debts had been incurred for neceſſaries 
for the troops during the war, at a nominal price greatly aboye the-value 
of the articles, owing to the ſcarcity of money in the hands of the con- 
greſs, and the uncertainty of its future power of payment; and another 
confiderable portion accrued from paper given to the military for pay. 
The perſons who originally held both theſe ſpecies of paper had fold 
them at a yery low rate, ſome being compelled to do ſo by their own ne- 
cefſities, and others having loſt all confidence in the paper. The preſent 
holders were ſpeculators, who had acquired them for little or nothing 
from thoſe who, by their real ſervices, were perſons truly entitled to the 

amount of the debts. The oppoſers of the plan therefore argued, that 
the diſcharge of thoſe debts in the hands of the preſent holders of that 
property, would be an injuſtice to the contractors and ſoldiers, to whom 
they were in fact due; an inſult to the diſtreſs that compelled them to 

transfer their claims for very inferior compenſations, and an open protec- 
tion given to public rapacity and jobbing, whoſe ill effects were uni- 
formly acknowledged. 

The propoſition of the opponents of the ſecretary's plan was, that 
debts verified by the certificates of congreſs ſhould be paid at their origi- 
nal nominal value; but that the holders of ſuch certificates ſhould re- 
ceive no more than a portion equivalent to the higheſt price they had 
borne in the market from the time of their purchaſe of them till the 
acceptance of the preſent conſtitution, and that the ſurplus ſhould be 
paid to the original creditors of the ſtate. 

The partizans of the ſecretary's plan appealed to the declarations of the 

old congreſs in the creation of the titles to this ſpecies of debt. They 
had been given for claims of the original poſſeſſors, or perſons whom they 
had repreſented; the preſent holders had incurred the hazard of a ſtill 
greater fall in the value of theſe certificates, and even of their annihila- 
tion, a danger to which the original poſſeſſors had preferred a loſs by the 
et | fale 
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ſale of them; the market was open, and the certificates ſold on the prin- 
ciple of other poſſeſſions, and the right of the preſent holders was not 
to be mfringed without a public injuſtice. To theſe reaſonings it was 
added, that the difficulties and delays that would attend the plan of the 
other party would render it impracticable. 

The two opinions were ſupported with a Oe” deal of moderation; 
but with pertinacity and plauſibility on both ſides. Thoſe who con- 
tended for limiting the payment of the preſent holders of the certificates 
to the higheſt price they had borne in their poſſeſſion; and to pay the ſur- 
plus to the original poſſeſſors, argued with moſt equity; for it was known 
that the greateſt bulk of the original poſſeſſors, moſt of whom were ſol- 
diers, had been driven to fell their certificates, either by extreme diſtreſs, 
or by the artifices of jobbers to excite alarms for the validity of thoſe 
debts; and that the preſent poſſeſſors were ſpeculators, well informed of 

the intentions of leading men, and the real ſtate of things, and who diſ- 
burſed only inconſiderable ſums for thoſe certificates, the loſs of the whole 
of which would little affe& their fortunes; and that the greater part of 
theſe were foreigners, who had entered into theſe ſpeculations for the 
purpoſes of plunder. The partizans of the plan that was adopted had 
reaſons of finance on their fide, forming a morality by no means equit- - 
able, but politic, and abſolutely neceſſary to the reſtoration of credit, on 
which obje& the congreſs was immediately employed: And it is to be - 
obſerved, that the confidence of the holders of certificates m the govern- 
ment for ſome liberal funding of the debt was ſuch, that this paper had 
riſen four hundred per cent, ſince the adoption of the new conſtitution. 
The reſolution to which the congreſs came on the ſubje& ſuddenly 
created immenſe fortunes. Speculators bought up the paper from one 
end of the United States to the other. At New York, where the congreſs 
then held its ſittings, its price roſe and fell daily, as the ſpeakers on one 
ſide or the other ſeemed to gain the advantage. Many members of both 
houſes entered into this traffic. Mr. Hamilton, the author of the plan 
adopted by congreſs, was univerſally acquitted of this diſhonourable con- 
duct, and univerſally received the tribute due to his integrity. © | 

Vor. II. | 4A The 
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The plan of the ſecretary of the treaſury for the adoption of the debts 
of the ſeveral ſtates by the Union, was not finally accepted without ſome 
modifications, nor till after it had been once rejected. The partizans 
of this plan argued, that the debts contracted by the ſeveral ſtates for 
their particular defence, was, notwithſtanding, for the common cauſe, 
and was in reality the debt of the Union—that the ſeveral ſtates would 
encounter greater difficulties in raiſing taxes to diſcharge their debts than 
the Union, the levying of various taxes being prohibited them by the 
eonſtitution ; that ſuch taxes as they could levy would only have a par- 
tial and inadequate effect, and in one ſtate might be in prejudice to the 
means employed by other ſtates for the ſame purpoſe, while the Union 
might employ uniſorm means throughout the whole ſtates, without 
claſhing of intereſts, and with a ſaving to the particular ſtates, and with 
more perfect ſecurity to the public creditors, who would all by that 
means be placed on an equal footing ; that the offices eſtabliſhed by the 
Union in the ſeveral ſtates for the liquidation of the debt of the congreſs, 
might be charged with the liquidations of theſe debts, and a great ſaving 
made in that heavy but neceſſary expence ; and, laſtly, that this plan 
would tend to conſolidate: the force of the federal government, by ally- 
ing the creditors of the ſeveral ſtates to the intereſts of the Union. 

Their opponents maintained, that theſe debts were neither known in 
their amount, nor their ſeveral kinds; that, previous to any diſcuſſion on 
the utility of the plan, the nature and value of theſe debts ſhould be aſ- 
certained, and thoſe contracted for the defence of the ſeveral ſtates diſtin- 
guiſhed from ſuch as were occaſioned by a neglect of levying the taxes, 
and a report made by the commiſſioners appointed for the purpoſe of 
ſtriking the balances of the ſums reſpectively due from the Union to the 
ſeveral ſtates, and from the ſtates to the Union; that from theſe balances 
would reſult the real debts of the ſeveral ſtates, which the Union might 
afterward, if it were found adviſeable, conſolidate with its own debts, 
which meaſure would otherwiſe be raſh, and without any knowledge of 
its extent and its operation; and that to augment the debt of the Union, 
by adding to it thoſe of the ſeveral ſtates, would depreſs the national cre- 

| dit, 
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dit, augment: the paper in circulation, and cheriſh: that; ſpirit of public 
gambling, Whoſe evil Pr eee e a pexcerved and whoſe 
dangers were daily mcrealing. + +49 . 

The partizans of the plan naked; Aten national-cradit ad never 
be firmly eſtabliſhed without the conſolidation of all the debts of the 
country; that all delay in the effocting ſueli conſolidation would inter- 
cept the benefits expected from the conſolidation of the proper debts ot 
the congreſs, in the diminution of the intereſt of money, and the raiſing 
the value of the ſunds; and that returns of the balances between the 
ſeveral ſtates and the Union might be made with the fame RAGE 
and precifion after ſuch conſolidation as before. 

The rcaſonings of this party, as I have ſaid, 8 The debts of 
hs ſeveral ftates were calculated at twenty-five millions of dollars, and 
a loan of twenty-one millions five hundred thouſand dollars was autho- 
riſed by the congreſs. . 

It is to be obſerved, that ede eee e with- 
out a ſecret agreement among the deputies of certain ſtates, relative to 
the intereſts. of their conſtituents. The 'caſtern ſtates, compriſing New - 
Vork, were the principal debtors. Maſſachuſetts alone owed fix millions 
of dollars. In 1787, an inſurrection took place in that ſtate, of Which 
the levying of taxes was the cauſe, or at leaſt the pretext; and that ſtate 
was not willing again to hazard its tranquillity by the levying ne- 
taxes, which mult take place if it had its own debt to diſcharge. Maſſa- 
chuſetts was therefore particularly intereſted in the adoption of the plan. 
The ſouthern ſtates, on the contrary, were all, with the exception of 
South Carolina, creditors of the: Union; but it was a favourite project 
with them, to draw the ſeat of the federal government nearer to them; 
and Virginia was more cager in its proſecution than the reſt, becauſe the 
place deſigned for the future ſeat of the government was omits! territories, 
and Virginia was the principal public creditor. On the other hand; the 
_ eaſtern ſtates had an intereft in preſerving the ſeat of the government at 
New Vork; but this was not ſufficient to weigh with the 1ntereſt they 
had in the conſolidation of the debts of the ſtate. Their deputies, there» 
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fore, made a compromiſe with thoſe of the ſouthern ſtates, agreeing to 
vote for the ſeat of the federal government being placed on the Potow- 
mack, on condition of the others voting for the conſolidation of the 
debts. - The ſtate of Pennſylvania, although among the debtors, was not 
embarraſſed with its debt, having ſufficient means of its extinction ; but 
a promiſe was made to its deputies,” that the provincial ſeat of the go- 
vernment ſhould be at Philadelphia for ten years, and they were not 
without hopes-of preſcrving it for a longer term, and therefore acceded 
to the ſecret treaty. Thus the plan of conſolidation paſſed. ; 

lt was provided, at the ſame time, that the ſums that appeared to be 
owing by the ſeveral ſtates ſhould be taken as ſuch by the Union, without 
previous examination, and ſhould be placed to the credit of ſuch ſtates in 
their accounts with the Union; and that the balance which ſhould ap- 
pear, by the final accounts of the commiſſioners, due to any of the ſtates, 
ſhould be funded in their favour by the Union, which was to remain 
creditor of ſuch ftates as by the final account appeared to be debtors. 

The return of the commiſſioners, as we have already ſeen, makes the 
balances due to certain ſtates, namely, New Hampſhire, Maſſachuſetts, 
Rhode-Iſland, Connecticut, New Jerſey, South Carolina, and Georgia, 
amount to three millions five hundred and ſeventeen thouſand five hun- 
dred and eighty-four dollars ; and thoſe due fron the other ſtates, namely; 

New York, Pennſylvania, Delaware, Maryland, mien and North Ca- 
rolina, to the ſame ſum. 

Mr. GALLATIN, in a work of — reputation on the finances of hs | 
United States, which he publiſhed in 1796, ſpeaks in the following man- 
ner of this meaſure. The ſtates, whoſe debts amounted to the greateſt 
ſums, were, by the operation of this plan, found to be the moſt conſider- 
able creditors of the Union. And experience has ſhe wn, that this great 
addition of debt with which the Union has charged itſelf, far from giving 
ſtrength to the federal government, has occaſioned more diſcontents than 
any other meaſure; not only by the impoſition of new. taxes to pay the 
debts, but ſtill more by an apprehenſion, that perſons in power will/ſeek 
rather to 1 and perpetuate the debt of the Union than to extin- 
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guiſh or diminiſh it; and from a general belief, that the ſpeculations and 
intereſts of individuals had more influence in the adoption of the plan 
than any other conſideration. - And although it may ſeem indifferent, 
whether the ſums neceſſary to diſcharge theſe debts be levied on the 
people by the federal government or by the ſeveral ſtates, yet the diffi - 
culty the federal government finds in augmenting its revenues by the ex-- 
ciſe, licenſes, &c.—the' rapid progreſs which individual ſtates have made 
for the extinction of their reſpective debts, and the ſituation of the ſtates 
whoſe debts were not adopted by the Union, becauſe they were on the 
final account its debtors, are ſufficient proofs, that a great part of the ad- 
ditional debt which now reſts on the Union would at this day have been 
extinguiſhed by the reſources of the ſeveral finds; if it had not been 
conſolidated with that of the Union.” | 
This writer adds—* That, had the conſolidation of the debts of the 
ſeveral ſtates with thoſe of the Union been poſtponed till the final ſettle- 
ment of accounts by the commiſſioners, the debt of the federal govern- 
ment would have amounted to no more than eleven millions fix hun- 
dred and nine thouſand two hundred and fiſty-nine dollars, inſtead of 
twenty-two millions four hundred and ninety- two thouſand eight hun- 
dred and eighty-five dollars, which were acknowledged and funded by 
the Union; and that therefore the congreſs, by its precipitation, created” 
an unneceſſary debt of ten millions eight hundred and n e 
nn ſix hundred and twenty- ſix dollars. 

The law that conſolidates theſe different ſpecies of debts, Aae the- 
oablic faith for the eſtabliſhment of funds for the payment of intereſts. 
granted on loans; and it ſets apart lands belonging to the Union, in the 
territories of the weſt, to be ſold, to create a ſinking 2 for the * 
tinction of the national debt. 

A ſum of a hundred and Anety-eigbe thouſind: dollars was due: to for - 
reign officers, who ſerved in the American army during the war; and it 
was deſtined to be paid out of the loans made in Europe, and has been- 
faithfully diſcharged as far as claims have been made, which have amount: 
ed to a hundred and twenty-three thouſand. dollars. 


t 
. 
- 


558. aas Ix NORTH AMERICA; 


Since the year 1700, the congreſs has erected an office for the reduce 
tion of the national debt, compoled of the preſident of the ſenate, the 
chief. juſtice, the ſecretary of ſtate, the-ſecretary of the treaſury, and the 
_ attorney-general of the Union. It authoriſed four different loans tor the 
reduction of the debt, by the redemption. of leveral funds; and, in 1796, 
authoriſed the commiſſioners of the ſinking ſund further to borrow five 
millions of dollars, to pay certain ſums and their intereſts, which the go- 
vernment were engaged to diſcharge that year. The bank of the United 
States was authoriſed, by the ſame law, to furniſh this loan, or ſubſcribe; 
to ĩt in part. The funds already in exiſtence were received as ſubſctip- 
tions to the loan; the commiſſioners had a power to {ell at their diſcre- 
tion, the ſeveral ſorts. of funds (three per cents, fix. per cents, or deferred. 
flock) which they had in their hands, to diſcharge the Whole, or part of 
the ſums and intereſts that the loan was meant to extinguiſh, provided 
that they did not ſell more than one half of ſuch funds at a price below 
par; they were alſo authoriſed to ſell the ſhares of the bank which be- 
longed to the Union. The new debt thus created by this loan, the re- 
ceipts. for which bore an intereſt of fix per cent, was not to be 2 
till the commencement of the year 1819. 

The congreſs had incorporated the bank of the United States, ak 
that bank had afterwards advanced to. the Union two millions of dollars, 
to Which amount the Union had ſubſcribed in the formation of its ca- 
pital, and theſe two millions were to be repaid in ten years, by equal pay- 
ments. The congrels afterwards. authoriſed that bank to advance the 
Union three millions more; and again, five millions, in 1700, as I have 
before obſerved; and declared the revenues of the ſtate to be ſubject to 
the payment of the intereſt of theſe loans, in the ſame manner as to the 
other expences of the government; and deſtined all ſurplus of the re- 
yenues to be a fund for the repayment of ſuch loans. 

-; The debt of the. United States, in 1790, amounted: to ſeventy-two 
millions ſix hundred and thirteen, thouſand two hundred and fifty- four 
dollars; and. in 1706, to ſeventy-eight millions ſix hundred and ninety- 
ſeven thouſand four hundred and ten dollars. It has therefore increaſed 
23212 by 
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by the ſum of ſix millions/cighty+four thouſand one hundred and fifty-ſix 
dollars, although the office for the reduction of the national debt had ex- 
tinguiſhed two millions three hundred and ſeven thouſand fix hundred 
and ſixty-one dollars, and although the United States have in that period 
enjoyed a profound peace, and have been favoured with circumſtances 
which uſually enable a ſtate to reſtore order in its finances. 

A greater economy in the public expenditure, the ſale of immenſe 
quantities of lands belonging to the Union in the territories of the weſt 
Which is practicable, and a prudent inereaſe of impoſts, are means that a 
wiſe adminiſtration would employ with effect to the ſpeedy extinction 
of the national debt if war or ſome great internal convulſion did not 
arreſt their progreſs. The national debt, according to engagements 
made with the public creditors, and plans preſented to the _— and. 
adopted by it, is to be entirely extinguiſhed in 1823. 

The office for the reduction of the public debt had, in — 
like all ſuch meaſures, the object of raiſing the public credit, by a proſ- 
pect of the extinction of the debt. It was deſigned to be ſtrengthened 
by the eftabliſhment of the bank of the United States, which made part 
of the general ſyſtem of finance propoſed by the ſecretary of the treaſury. 
This bank was incorporated in 1791, with a capital of ten millions of 
dollarsy two millions of which were fubſeribed by the United States, 
who were not, however, compelled to make good the ſubſcription at the 
period impoſed on the other ſubſcribers. The remaining eight millions 
were furniſhed by the ſubſcription of individuals; one-fourth part of 
which was payable in ſpecie, and the other in certificates of debt. The 
commiſſioners for the reduction of the national debt employed a million 
of dollars in the extinction of this paper. Thus certificates of debt 
amounting to ſeven millions of dollars driappeared in the firſt year. The 
price of the remainder was naturally increaſed; but the artifices of ſpe- 
culators carried them to a price which they could not long maintain. 

The following are the Haag articles | in the conſtitution of the bank. 
of * United States. | 
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Iſt. The incorporation of We n certain privileges, till 

*. er 1011s 21 | 
2d. The power of extending aimed 10 ee dee 

Za. The power of holding poſſeſſions to the amount offtten million 
of dollars, in perſonal or real eſtates, including their original capital. 

4th. Of eſtabliſhing, within the United Gay ſuch aſſiſtant; banks as 
the directors ſhall judge expedient, 11 7 ne | 

Sth. The formation of an — for the . — * a 
preſident, twenty-five directors, and a caſhier. . 7 

SGth. A prohibition to carry on any buſineſs but that ca Faro 
ing to the bank, to purchaſe any part of the national debt, to take more 
than ſix per cent for their loans and diſcounts—but 1 the nn of 

felling the original ſhares of the bank. 

7th. A prohibition to contract, by loans, — or * emiſſion of 
paper, a debt, more than yes the — 0+. 
bank. 

, 8th. A bites. to 5 0 an ——_ law of * United 
| States, more than u hundred: thouſand dollars to the federal government, 
Wee eee eat e fü ſtates, or to any nn 
prince or power.. 

th. An obligation to lay r the ee of the 4 e 
ment of the actual ſituation of the bank, Whenever he ſhould demand 
ſuch ſtatement, with a power given to that officer to check ſuch ac- 
counts With the books of the bank. 
loth. A proviſion to make the notes of the bank n payment, in all 
the offices of the United States. | 
lith. The pledge of the public faith, to p eſtabliſh no > hes bank. in ihe 
United States, during the term of the charter granted to this bank. 
Without entering into an examination of the nature of the ſecurity of 
ſhares in a bank, whoſe original capital ſhould be formed like that of the 
bank of the United States, and which, placed immediately under the in- 


fluence of government, might, in times of neceſſity, be compelled, by a 
| | law 
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law of congreſs, to ſurniſn the loans that circumſtances rendered ne- 
ceſſary, I ſhall only obſerve the danger to which it expoſes the finances 
of the Union; by the facility of the government to obtain large loans by 
a law of congreſs, and by the power veſted in the bank of lending a hun+ 
dred thouſand dollars to the government, even without any new ſanction 
of the congreſs. The prefent ſtate of the national debt is attributed to 
this circumſtance ; without which, it is probable, the loans would not 
have been ſo multiplied, and a greater economy would have been prac; 
tiſed in the expenditure of the government. The congreſs, perceiving 
the public expenditure exceed the public revenues, would have endea- 
voured to balance them by taxes which they only poſtponed, and which 
at preſent they are obliged to levy in a degree that would not have been 
neceſſary had they been earlier convinced of the evils of loans—taxes 
which, however heavy, cannot even at preſent ſuperſede the neceflity 
of new loans for the redemption of former ones provided to be redeemed 
at fixed periods; as, for example, thoſe of the bank, and thoſe for which 
the government was obliged to grant an enormous intereſt. | 
It is not certainly without great heſitation that I hazard my opinion 
in matters of finance, reſpecting which my information is by no means 
extenſive: and the more fo, as that opinion is in oppoſition to many per- 
ſons who are eſteemed able financiers. I ſhall at preſent confine myſelf 
to the obſerving, that, although I am perſuaded of the real and important 
utility of banks, when their affairs are adminiſtered with - prudence and 
equity, in aiding the efforts of commerce, induſtry, and agriculture, and 
adding by the credit to the wealth of a ſtate, and conſequently to its 
cauſes of proſperity ; and although I even acknowledge that theſe ad- 
vantages have been derived from banks by the United States, yet the miſ- 
chiefs of the ſyſtem on which banks are conducted appear to me greatly 
to exceed their benefits. The facility with which abuſes creep into theſe 
eſtabliſhments is ſo great, and theſe abuſes are ſo powerfully protected 
and encouraged, both by the neceſſities of governments and the rapacity 
of individuals, that it is almoſt impoſſible for the moſt upright of the 
perſons-concerned in their management to exclude fuch abuſes. Their 
Von. II. 4B evils 
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evils are the greater in a country where banks are numerous, ſpecie ſcarce, 
and the deſire of accumulation the common defire of the inhabitants. 
Inſtead of creating a currency double the amount of their real capital, 
banks create one ten times, and even twenty times greater; and the illu- 
ſion which ſucceeds the firſt moments of commercial proſperity, that in 
a time of peace ſprings from the facility of extending individual capitals, 
is nothing more than a means of augmenting and precipitating the real 
calamities which muſt follow. The ruin of individuals, and even that 
of ſtates, muſt ſooner or later be the conſequence; inaſmuch as eco- 
nomy, and ſedate views of the nature of enterpriſes, are no longer things 
that can be attended to. The preſent ſyſtem of banking is upheld by an 
opinion, that a ſtate, far from being impoveriſhed by its debts, has in 
that medium a new cauſe of proſperity, reſulting from a new activity 
given to circulation, and an opportunity given to individuals to turn to 
Profit the gradual ſavings of the ſmalleſt revenues. This theory is no 
better, I think, than an abuſe of ingenuity, employed in the aid of a deſ- 
perate ſtate of finance. It tends: to augment, without bounds, that-maſs 
of debt ſo ſingularly metamorphoſed, in the eyes of the vulgar, to the 
neceſlary aliment of public credit and proſperity. The moſt ordinary un- 
- -derſtanding is ſufficient to diſcover, that there muſt at leaſt be a point 
beyond which the debts of a ſtate ought not to extend ;—and, where is 
the government who will thus confine itſelf when it can, almoſt ſecretly, 
and altogether without the murmurs of the people, increaſe the means 
of its expenditure? Where is the government that, intoxicated with this 
ſyſtem of indefinitely increaſing its debt, 1s not daily haſtening the nation 
it directs to inevitable ruin? The period of reckoning muſt at laſt arrive, 
when the people will not and cannot pay taxes which are neither em- 
ployed in the defence nor any other ſervice of the nation, but are raiſed 
merely to pay intereſts of loans, which economy in the finances would 
have rendered unneceſſary; and when things have attained this criſis, the 
epoch is arrived which is the moſt dangerous to the tranquillity of the 
nation, the ſtability of its government, and the happineſs of individuals. 
The bank of the United States, being by its charter empowered to 
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eſtabliſh aſſiſtant banks in ſuch parts of the United States as it ſhould 
deem expedient; has already eſtabliſhed four one at New York, one at 
Boſton, one at Baltimore, and one at Charleſton ; but the capitals of theſe 
banks, known m America by the name of branch-banks, are not exclu- 
five of its capital of ten millions of dollars. The following is a ſtate- 
ment of the affairs of the bank of the United States, on the 3 iſt Decem- 
ber 1796. 


Debtor. Creditor. 11 
| Dollars. Dollars. 
Capital = - 10,000,000 In the fix per cents 3,524,331} 
Dutch loan - 750,000 Diſcounted bills 2,080,641 
Sums belonging to the | Due from the govern- 
government of the ment of the United 
United States 431,242 States - _ 4,000,006 
Sums belonging to in- ppecie - 521,415 
dividuals 573,238 | 
Bank notes in circul - | 
tion = - 795,901 
Poſt notes F - 607,600 


Balance of 1796 = 232,873 
Intereſt on loans made Late 
to the government 210,677 

Profits reſerved in hand, 
after payment of the 
dividends - 132,848 


The capitals of the ſeveral branch-banks, furniſhed by. the bank x of the 
United States, are as follow : 
New York - 1,200,000 dollars. Baltimore 100,000 dollars. 
Boſton - 700,000 ' Charleſton 500,000 * * 
The particular accounts of the branch-banks make part of the gene - 
ral account of the bank of the United States. This bank erected a new 
building 1 in 1797, in which it has tranſacted buſineſs ſince the 1ſt of 


rr 
. + Bills drawn on the branck-oanks. | 
4B2 July 
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July of the ſame year: the ground on which it ſands coſt fourteen thou- 
ſand dollars; and the coſt of the building will exceed a hundred thou- 


ſand. The dividends ot this bank are eight per cent; and its ſhares 
bear a premium from fiſteen to eighteen per cent. The following is a 


ſtatement of the preſent price of the public funds. - 
| Three per cents _ 


Six per cents - 82 


| Deferred ſtock = 65 
Ihe public engagements are diſcharged in the United States with the 


greateſt punctuality ; and the loan granted by France was repaid before 
the period of its being due, at the deſire of the French government. | 

The preſent revenues of the United States conſiſt of the following ar- 
ticles :—1ſ, Duties on tonnage, and on the importation of foreign ar- 
ticles. 2d. Duties on ſpirituous liquors diſtilled in the United States; 
on the manufacture of tobacco; on refining of ſugar; on public ſales; 
on the retailing of wine, and foreign ſpirituous liquors; and on carriages. 
3d. A profit on the poſtage of letters. And 4th, Dividends of ſhares be- 
longing to the government in the bank of the United States. 
The duties on tonnage are about three pence halfpenny per ton on 
American veſſels, and half a dollar per ton on foreign veſſels. 

The following is a table of the tonnage employed in the different ports 
of the United States, during the laſt ſeven years. 


American Tonnage. Foreign Tonnage. , 
In 1790, Tons. abs Tons. 
Coaſting veſſels - 113,181 Engliſh =, =. 228,631 
Veſſels employed in the French eee 
fiheries 206,522 Dutch — 8.8186 
Veſſels employed in ſo- Spaniſh 3 8,651 
reign trade - 362,823 . Daniſh, Pruffian, Ham- "ew 
Fc — ee F IOY: . 
502,20 — 
204,905 


Total oſ EG wang or the year, 767,089. a 
"41> 1115 In 
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American Tonnage. Foreign Tonnage. 
e 26.4 20th EY 
Coaſting veſſels - 106,494 Engliſh - - 220,618 
Veſſels employed in the French 8,988 
fiſheries - 32,542 Other nations - 18,860 
Veſſels employed in fo- ad | 
reign trade 363,854 238,466 
| 502,890 | 
Total for the year, 1 2 
In 1792, | | WW; | 
Coaſting veſſels = 120,097 Engliſh a» =. 206;065 
Veſſels employed i m the French © =: 224,848 
- fiſheries = = 32,0602 Other nations 13,870 
Veſſels employed in fo- 
reign trade - 414,029 244,278 
567,088 
. Total for the year, 81 1,960. 

A * 93 2 
Coaſting veſſels - 141,039. Engliſh. | * 52 100,80 
Veſſels employed in the _ French... = 5, 45,287 

fiſheries - = _ 56,177 Otker nations = 1750 
Veſſels employed in fo- _. 
reign trade = — 22 438,864 103,226 

618;680 

2 ; Total for the year, 781,906. 

yore 

£1,250 262% 5d3 20td6h0 P 
FF) American 
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American Tonnage. 
In 1794, | | Tons. 
Coaſting veſſels - 192,086 
Veſſels: employed in the 
4 fiſheries - - 27,200 
Veſſels: employed in fo- ( 
reign trade 527,194 
F | 747,140 


Coaſting veſſels 171,918 
Veſſels employed in 
- fiſherrs = = 4,102 


Veſſels employed in fo- 


© reign trade = - 380,277 : 62,000 
786,297 26. 647 K 

Total for the year, 848,297. 

In 1796, | Is AEM : 1 801 
Coaſting veſſels — 200,372 Engliſh 1 19,669 
Veſſels employed in the French. n 2,055 
fiſheries - - 38,920 Damiſh — — 10,430 
Veſſels employed in fo- . Swediſh - = , 5,560 
"reign trade = 673,040 Anfſeatic Cities - 4987 
e — Portsof Italy .,- 738 
913,338 Spain 2,449 
Portugueſe 637 
n v1 
| 3s 36+ ee 47,846 

Total for the year, 962,184. 
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| Foreign Tonnage. 


| | Tons. 
Englath — — 37,058 
French - — 11,249 

Other nations 34,667 
15 — 9 


Total for the year, 830,114. 


1 1 could not pro- 
N cure an exact 
_— ſtatement of the 


_—— 
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The quantity of tonnage in the preceding table is, with refpe& to 
American veſſels, the quantity that ſailed from the ſeveral ports; and, 
with reſpect to foreign veſſels, that which entered the ſeveral ports: 
therefore, as moſt of the veſſels would return, we may take the total 
quantity of tonnage at nearly double the quantity named in the table. 

The duties on foreign articles imported into the United States vary 
according to the nature of the articles, from five to fifty-five per cent. 
Some are paid in proportion to the computed. value of the articles; and 
others by the quantity, Foreign articles, imported in foreign veſſels, are 
ſubject, ſince the month of July 1792, to ten per cent more than when 
imported in American veſſels. The amount of theſe duties is always 
added to the duty on tonnage in the returns made by the ſecretary of 
the treaſury. The amount of theſe conſolidated duties, from the Iſt of 
Auguſt 1789, to the end of 1791, was fix millions three hundred and 
thirty-four thouſand two hundred and ſixty-three dollars. In 1792, they 
yielded four millions ſeven hundred and thirty-one thouſand and thirty- 
two dollars. In 1793, fix millions one hundred and ſixty-two thouſand 
five hundred and ſixty- four dollars. In 1794, ſix millions ſeven hundred 
and twenty-five thouſand nine hundred and fiſty- five dollars. In 1793, 
ſeven millions nine hundred and fiſty- nine thouſand four hundred and 
nine dollars; and in 1790, fix millions five hundred and ſixty- ſeven thou- 
ſand nine hundred and eighty-ſeven dollars, 

Theſe ſums are the net amount of theſe duties after the following de- 
ductions—firſt, drawbacks on foreign goods re-exported of the whole 
duty, except one per cent. Second, drawbacks on ſpirituous liquors diſ- 
tilled, ſugars refined, and tobacco manufactured in the ſtates, when theſe 
articles are exported to foreign countries. Third, bounties given to the 
fiſheries, which vary from a dollar and a half to two dollars and a half 
per ton, according to the ſize of the veſſel employed in them. There 
is alſo a bounty on every barrel of fiſh ſalted or ſmoked, of about four 
pence halfpenny. Fourth, the expence of collechon of the duties, which 
amounts to about five per cent. ; 

Fines for ſmuggling forcign articles into the ſtates, or attempts to 0 

| fraud 
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fraud the revenue, are alſo thrown into the maſs of theſe receipts. - But 
ſmuggling is far from conſiderable in the United States, the duties in ge- 
neral being moderate. It is howerer to be obſerved, that the produce of 
the duties on tea is decreaſed nearly half within the two laſt years, al- 
though the uſe of tea is far from being diminiſhed. The ſmuggling of 
this article, for it muſt be acknowledged to be ſuch, is attributed to the 
increaſe of the tax, which is from eighteen to thirty per cent for teas 
coming from China, and higher ftill for thoſe imported from nn 
and alſo to the facility of ſecretly landing that article. 

There are a few ſmall veſſels belonging to the United States whoſe 
employment it is to prevent veſſels, coming from foreign countries, un- 
loading in places where there is no cuſtom-houſe. 

The various expences of the revenue are paid by the collectors of _ 
diſtri, and deducted from the general account of their receipts; 

The duties on ſome articles of importation were augmented in the laſt 
ſeſſion, which ended in the month of March 1797. The duties on ſpi- 
rituous liquors diſtilled in the United States, were firſt impoſed in 1794. 
At that time they were ſix pence halfpenny per gallon on ſpirituous li- 
quors made from molaſſes, and five pence per gallon on thoſe made from 
fruit or grain, the production of the country. In 1794 they were re- 
duced to ſix pence per gallon on the former, and four pence on the lat- 
ter; but this reduction was only on liquors of inferior quality, the duties 
on thoſe of the firſt quality being raiſed to fifteen pence per gallon when 
made from molaſſes, and ten pence halfpenny when made from productions 
of the country. This tax, eſpecially that part of it impoſed on ſpirituous 
liquors diſtilled from home produce, has always been very unpopular. 
The law gave the option to the diſtiller to pay either the preciſe duty for 
each gallon, or a compoſition of two ſhillings and eight pence per an- 
num for eyery gallon the ſtills employed could contain. The diſtillers 
generally preferred the firſt mode, becauſe they were uncertain of occu- 
pying their ſtills the whole year, and becauſe there was greater opportu- 
nity t to elude the payment of the duties in that mode, the diſtilleries be- 
| ing ſcattered at great diſtances throughout the ſtates, and not very vigi- 
; lantly 
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lantly watched by the officers of the exciſe. The public opinion being 
averſe to this tax, it never was univerſally collected. Many parts of ſome 
of the ſtates, and even entire ſtates, have refuſed to this day to ſubmit to 
this tax. Congreſs therefore, in the laſt ſeſſion, thought proper to de- 
prive the diſtiller of the option the law formerly gave him- as to the 
mode of paying the tax, and enjoined every diſtiller to pay a compoſition 
in proportion to the ſize of his ſtills. The diſtiller is, however, permitted 
to make the compoſition only for two weeks, or for any term between 
that and fix months; the compoſition for two weeks is three pence half- 
penny per gallon, for fix months two ſhillings and one penny halfpenny 
per gallon, and the compoſitions between theſe two terms are in the ſame 
proportion, giving the advantage to thoſe who ſubſcribe for the longer 
term. By this regulation the number of exciſemen is diminiſhed, the 
receipt is more productive, and the inquiſition attached to that ſpecies of 
tax is narrowed as much as poſſible. The tax is, notwithſtanding, a 
burthen on the agriculture and induſtry of the country, and upon a branch 
of its induſtry calculated to diminiſh the employment of foreign induſtry 
and the conſumption of foreign produce. 

The diftilleries that make ſpirituous liquors from molaſſes being chiefly 
in ſea ports, and but few in number, it is not eaſy to elude the duty. 
Mr. GALLATIN, in his examination of the receipts and expences of col- 
leQtion of the various taxes of the United States, calculates the expence 
of collection on ſpirituous hquors diſtilled from the produce of the coun- 
try to amount to nearly thirty- four per cent, while thoſe on ſpirituous li- 
quors diſtilled from molaſſes, known in America . 
nental rum, amount only to fourteen and a half per cent. 

The quantity of molaſſes imported into the United States ſor diſtilla- 
tion amounted, m the years 1790 and 1791, on an average of the two 
years, to ſix millions fix hundred and fixty thouſand gallons per annum. 
In 1796, it amounted only to three millions fix hundred and ninety-fix 
thouſand nine hundred and fix gallons. 

The joint net produce of the duties on theſe two ſorts of ſpirituous li- 


quors in the laſt ſix months of 1791, was one hundred and fixty-four 
Vo. II. 42e thouſand 


>= 
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thouſand five hundred and ninety- ſeven dollars; in 1792, four hundred 
and forty-ſix thouſand four hundred and eighty-three dollars; in 179a, 
five hundred and thirty- nine thouſand nine hundred and ſeventy-five 
dollars; in 1794, three hundred fifty-three thouſand two hundred and 
twenty-five. dollars; in 1795, one hundred and ninety- nine thouſand dol - 
lars; and 1796, two hundred and thirty- eight thouſand dollars. 

It is neceſſary to obſerve here, that the importation. of foreign ſpiri- 
tuous liquors conſiderably encreaſed from the year 1790 to the ycar 
17905. In 1790, it amounted to three millions ſix hundred ſeventy- eight 
thouſand. one hundred and ninety- nine gallons ; and in 1794, to five 


millions ſix hundred and ee z thouſand three hundred and ſixty- 


nine gallons. e un 
The importation of wine, rg -of Madeira, i in- PIG e * 


ſix hundred ſeven thouſand ſeven hundred and ſixty-one gallons; and in 


1795, to four millions three hundred and thirty-ſix thouſand and ſe venty- 
fix gallons. Tho importation of ale and porter in 1790, amounted to ſe- 
venty thouſand: five hundred and ſixty- ſour gallons; and in 1794, to three 
hundred and thirty- one thouſand three hundred and ſiſty- eight gallons. 

The great increaſe in theſe importations is in part to be aſcribed to the 
preſent war, which has increaſed the commerce of the United States; 
but if we conſider that a ſmall portion of theſe articles is re- exported 
from America, part of the encreaſe will be aſcribed to other cauſes one 
of which is, a great decreaſe in the importation of molaſſes; the quan- 
tity imported in 1795 being no more than half the importation of that 
article in 1700, and the ſpirituous liquors, diſtilled from | molaſſes in the 
United States was reduced from two millions to one million of gallons, 
between the year 1790 and the year 1795—another cauſe is the riſe in 
the price of grain, Which has been ſo great, that the diſtilleries that uſe 
that article have been ſcarcely able to maintain their ground. The ſol- 
lowing table will put this matter out of queſtion, 


— 


Duties 
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Duties paid for the Importation of Wines, ſpirituous Liquors, and malt Li- 
 -  quors, into the United States, during the Years 1793, 1794, and 1795 
and the Drawbacks for the ri ere of the ſame Articles, during 
the ſame Period. 


Years—1793. 1794. 1795. 
Duties. |Drawbacks.| Duties. Drawbacks.] Duties. |Drawbacks. 
Madeira wines 121752 4,602] 166,623] 14,258| 196,842] 5,952 
Other wines 243,910 4,235| 233,460 4,012| 464,898 11,433 
Spirituous liquors 1,034, 564] 31,3201, 618,364 38,117 1,492,492 59,181 
Ale, porter, &c. 22,572 25,961 105] 29,375 288 


The drawbacks for the exportation of ſpirituous liquors diſtilled in the 
ſtates, are a halfpenny per gallon for thoſe made from the produce of the 
country; and two pence per gallon for thoſe made from molaſſes, 
which difference is a compenſation for the duties paid on the importa- 
tion of molaſſes into the ſtates. | 
The law that impoſes theſe taxes was paſſed in March 1791; and 
their produce 1s appropriated to the payment of the intereſts and capital 
of loans made and to be made for the extinction of the national debt; 
and it 1s provided, that theſe taxes ſhall be continued to be levied till that 
event takes place. 

The duties on the importation of molaſſes was increaſed one halfpenny 

per gallon in the ſeſſion before laſt; and the drawback for the exporta- 
tion of continental rum increaſed in the ſame proportion. 

The mode of collecting the duties on manufactured tobacco has under- 
gone ſeveral alterations ſince its eſtabliſhment, which was in 1794. At firſt 
the duty was laid on the article at the rate of four pence halfpenny per 
pound, but the ſmallneſs of the receipts being attributed to frauds from 
the difficulty of knowing the quantity manufactured, the congreſs laid 
the tax on the mills, it being varied from one hundred and forty to two 
hundred and forty dollars, according to the ſize and kind of mill; and 
the produce of this tax amounts now to more than three times the former 
xeceipts. The drawback, however, of three pence halfpenny per pound on 
| 4C2 the 
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the exportation of that article having exceeded the produce of the tax, it 
was plain there was immenſe fraud in theſe exports; and the legiſlature 
entirely ſuſpended that tax for one year, in the ſeſſion of 1796. In the 
laſt ſeſſion but one they re-eſtabliſhed the tax; but its produce, which 
ſhould it even continue to exiſt, will never be conſiderable, cannot at 
preſent be placed on the ſide of the receipts of the revenue. 

The law which laid a duty on the refining of ſugars in the United 
States, paſſed in the beginning of 1794 ; but the duty did not take place 
till the 1ſt. of October in the ſame year. It is one penny per pound on 
the ſugar, when it is refined; and a drawback is allowed of two pence 
halfpenny per pound when it is exported, the additional one penny-halt- 
penny being the amount of the duty impoſed on raw fugars. The ſame 
law, with a view to encourage this branch of American commerce, im- 
poſes a duty of two pence per pound on foreign refined ſugars imported 
into the ſtates, and no drawback is allowed on the re- exportation of ſuch 
ſugars. An addition of a farthing per pound has been lately laid on the 
unportation of raw ſugars, and an additional halfpenny per pound al- 
lowed for the exportation of raw ſugars refined in the ſtates. In 1795, 
this duty produced thirty-one thouſand nine hundred and fifteen dollars; 
and in 1706, thirty-eight thouſand dollars—the expences of collection, 
which amount to five per cent, being deducted. 

The law impoſing a duty on public ſales alſo paſſed in 1794. This 
duty varies from a quarter of a dollar to half a dollar on effects ſold to 
the amount of a hundred dollars; in 1795 it produced thirty thouſand 
four hundred and fifteen dollars; and in 1796, thirty-three thouſand fix 
hundred and forty-five dollars—the expences of collection, which amount 
to two and a half per cent, being deducted. Notwithſtanding the pro- 


viſions made by the law for the payment of this duty, the integrity of 


the auctioncers, who are obliged to take out a licence, is its only gua- 
I The tax on retailers of wine and ſpirituous liquors was alſo impoſed by 
2 law of 1794; it is five dollars per annum for every retailer of wine in 
leſs quantities than thirty gallons, and of ſpirituous liquors in leſs quanti- 


ties 
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ties than twenty gallons. Public houſes are exempt from this tax. In 
1795 it produced fifty-three thouſand five hundred and forty-ſfeven dol- 


ars; and in 1796, more than fifty-e:ight thouſand dollars—independent By 


of the expences of collection, which are two and a half per cent. 

The duty on carriages was alſo firſt impoſed in the ſame year; it is 
from two to fifteen dollars per annum on each carriage, according to its 
kind; in 1798 it produced forty-one thouſand four hundred and twenty- 
one dollars; and in 1790, fifty-three thouſand two hundred dollars. The 
expences of collection amount to five per cent. 

In 1796 a cauſe was determined in the ſupreme court of the United 
States, on a queſtion ariſing out of this tax, The conſtitution ſays lat no 
capitation tax, nor direct tax, ſhall be impoſed by congreſs, except fuch as may 
be impoſed on the different flates in proportion to their federal number. A per- 
ſon reſiding in Maryland refuſed to pay the tax on carriages, on the ground 
that it was @ direct tax, becauſe it was levied directly on the article in the 
poſſeſſion of the conſumer ;- whereas to be indirect, it ought to be laid on 
the perſons dealing in that artiels. The counſel for the perſon appealing 
from the tax were Mr. In60L80x, attorney-general of the ſtate of Penn- 
ſylvania, and Mr. Ca Mur BELL, a barriſter of Virginia; and the counſel for 
the government were, Mr. HamiLTON, and Mr. Lee, attorney-general 
of the United States. The latter gentlemen maintained, that the tax was 
indirect, inaſmuch as it was levied upon an article of the ner, ex- 
penditure, and not on his revenue. 

The term direct, uſed as it is in the paſſage of the conſtitution above 
cited, is ſo yague, and the writers on this ſubject have given the term 
ſuch oppoſite interpretations, that the arguments on both ſides were al- 
lowed to be of equal force. The ſupreme court, being erapowered by the 
conſtitution to determine upon principles of equity as well as law, in all 
caſes reſulting from different conſtructions of the conſtitution br the 
laws, gave judgment in fayour of the tax, declaring the tax on carriages 
to be an indirect tax; and it was certainly reaſonable, in the great doubt 
the judges muſt feel on this nice queſtion, they ſhould be determined by 

= | the 
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the neceſſity of making this branch of the revenue n. e 
as the tax affects only an article of luxur. it 

The five laſt of theſe taxes were impoſed by wm that paſſed nearly at 

the ſame. period, and are to:ceaſe in Auguſt 1801. 

It is faid that the taxes on public ſales, and on retailers of wine dee, 
eee liquors, would be diſplaced with advantage to the country by 
a ſmall; increaſe of the duties on importation, and on wine, and on the 
diſtilleries. It, is maintained that the receipt would be greater, would be 

without additional coſt, would be leſs vexatious, and would, notwith- 
ſtanding, affect the perſons who pay the two taxes objected to. | 
Theſe five taxes are known by the name of the five new taxes, and are 
placed under the ſame heads in the returns of the deer of the trea- 
MN. TIF 
Ihe poſt office. is in the hands of the government, and its ok. fam 
a branch of the revenue. It was in 1794 the laſt law was paſſed relative 
to the adminiſtration of this department. From the iſt of October, 
1789, to the 30th of June, 1791, the revenue produced by the poſt office 
amounted to four thouſand one hundred and eighty-two dollars, from the 
1ſt of July 1791 to the 31ſt of December 1792, to ſixteen thouſand four 
hundred and one dollars; for the whole of the year 1798, to twenty-nine 
| thouſand ſeven hundred and twenty-two dollars; for 1794, to thirty- 
three thouſand ſeven. hundred and twenty-eight dollars; for 1795, to 
thirty- eight thouſand ſeven hundred and fifty-five dollars; and for 1790, 
to ſeycnty-two thouſand nine hundred and nine dollars. This branch of 
the revenue is {till increaſing ; but the government, prudently extending 
the benefits of the poſt to places at preſent very little inhabited, the receipt 
in ſuch places does not even pay the expences of conveying the letters to 
and from them. 

Letters are carried here, as in England, 1 in coaches or. = 64 Navel which 
are at the ſame time public carriages; ſo that the government pays leſs 
for the conveyance of the letters. In roads where ſtage-coaches are not 

e the letters are conyeyed on horſeback. 


* 
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Fhe price of letters is three pence halſpenny for a diſtance of thirty 
niiles, arid one and'three pence for a diſtance of four hundred and =—_ 
miles. Double letters, and covers encloſing more than one letter, pay at 
the ſame rate for every letter; Packets weighing one ounce pay the price 
of four letters. Letters coming from abroad, and put into the poſt of- 
fice at the port where the veſſel lands, pay two penee over and above the . 
poſtage, if ſent to any other part of the United States. "1 

The number of ſhares of the bank of the United States belonging to 
the federal government was five thouſand, whoſe. dividends produced + 
hundred and ſixty thouſand dollars half yearly. To thouſand two hun- 
dred and forty were ſold during the laſt fix months of i 700, towards the 
diſcharge of loans, whoſe period of repayment was arrived. The return 
of the ſecretary of the treaſury makes the amount of the dividends ag 
the laſt half year of 1790, forty-five thouſand dollars. 

Patents granted by the government ſor new inventions, and en | 
to authors for an excluſive right on their works, alſo produce a revenue to » 
the: United States; but the ameunt has never exceeded ſixteen hundred 
dollars, and in 1796 was no more than twelve hundred and ſixty.” 

The return of the ſecretary of the treaſury alſo contains the reeeipts; 
from the mint, of the coin of the United States; but the expences of 
that eſtabliſhment are n on Tun n ane va Mop ERIE the - 
receipt. ' 

The produce of all the Sites of which I: has given the detail, 
amounted, in 1796, to ſeven millions one hundred and erghty-eight thous - 
ſand and one dollars. The eber is a en of their ORE - 
produce.: 


le wes imports A —  - 65567;987: 
Niſtilleries hid be ions ts Tom 2 U 238, 000. 
Refining of ſugars — — - 1 38,000 
Public ſales 2 5 Ro e 
Carried over | 6,877,032 
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bs cmd 6,877, 32 

Retailers of wine | an ſpirituous liquors = - 58,000 
Carriages = nel v9 444. ene 
Poſt office - - — 22, oog 
Dinidends on the ſhares of the bank 1114 128,000 
Patents - Fein d 15,260 
7.188, o01⸗ 


Although it is probable that, at the concluſion of the preſent war, the 
amportation of the produce of the Weſt India iſlands, deſtined fot re- 
exportation, will be reduced, and conſequently the duties on tonnage di- 
miniſhed, it is nevertheleſs to be expected that the total amount of the 
revenue will not be leſs, but that the encreaſe of population will add to 
the importation a quantity at leaſt equal to what it will loſe by other 
eireumſtanees. But in the ſtatement already made of the ſituation of 
the finances of the United States, it appears that the revenues fall ſhort 
of the expenditure, and that according to the loweſt eſtimation, it will 
require an annual augmentation of the revenues to balance the expendi- 
ture of nearly two millions of dollars that is to ſay, if even the preſent 
duties do not fall off in their produce, and a war with an European 
power might reduce them almoſt to nothing. New ſources of revenue 
muſt therefore be explored, as well as rigid economy practiſed; and no 
doubt the aid of the latter would be conſiderable, if it was the reſult of an 
enlightened and comprehenſive ſyſtem. C 

The congreſs, in the ſeſſion which ended in the month of March laſt, 
laid new duties, as I have before obſerved, on the importation of raw 
ſugars, bohea tcas, molaſſes, cottons, ſugar-candy, and cocoa, with an 
addition of ten per cent on all theſe articles when imported in foreign 


The ſum of 1,188,001 dollars is the actual receipt of the year 1796 ; but the ſecretary 
of the treaſury and the committee of finances in the houſe of repreſentatives, compute 
the annual revenue at no more than 6,200,600 dollars. 


veſſels. 


'. 
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veſſels, It does not appear that theſe new duties are calculated to pro- 
duce more than one handred and thirty thouſand dollars, and they may 
be expected to fall ſhort of that ſum; for it is well known that the in- 
creaſe of this ſort of taxes at once diminiſhes confumption, and gives en- 
couragement to ſmuggling. A duty on ſtamps, which was calculated to 
produce two hundred thouſand dollars, was impoſed in the laſt lefon, and 

a loan of eight hundred thouſand dollars authorized. 

In the ſeſſion before the laſt, warm debates aroſe on a — for 
laying a direct tax upon lands. Independent of the neceſſity there is at pre- 
ſent of augmenting the revenues of the United States, nothing is more evi- 
dent than the propriety of adopting a mode of taxation which reſts upon 
ſolid foundations, whoſe produce is capable of being extended according 
to the demands of the ſtate, and is independent of the fluctuations to 
which merchandize is ſubject; and no tax poſſeſſes theſe qualities in the 
ſame degree as a tax on land. The ſeſſion, however, paſſed away with- 
out any thing being done in this important ſubje&. 

To judge of the obſtacles to which ſuch a ſcheme would be hes, 
it is neceſſary to take a view of the direct taxes which at preſent exiſt in 
America. The ſecretary of the treaſury, in a report made to the houſe. 
of repreſentatives, at the cloſe of the year 1790, on the practicability of 
raiſing a direct tax throughout the extent of the United States, gives the 
following ſtatement of the different modes of levying taxes in uſe in the / 
ſeveral ſtates: 

« rſt. A uniform capitation tax, or a direct tax on perſons, without 
diſcrimination of their property, profeſſion, or employment, is impoſed 
in the ſtates of Vermont, New Hampſhire, Maſſachuſetts, Rhode Iſland, 
Connecticut, North Carolina, and Georgia. | 

« The amount of theſe taxes in Vermont and Georgia is not known. 
In the five other ſtates it is from two-ninths to four-ninths of the total 
produce of the taxes of thoſe ſtates. ; 

In none of the other ſtates is this ſpecies of tax in uſe ; for the taxes 
on profeſſions, on certain claſſes of an . on laves, cannot be 
deemed of that kind. 

Vo. II. 4 D «I&. 
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% 24. In the ſtates of Vermont, New Hampſhire, Maflachuſetts, Con- 
necticut, New Jerſey, Pennſylvania, and Kentucky, horſes and cattle are 
taxed, but with variations and- exceptions. '' In Virginia horſes only are 
taxed. In the ſtates of Rhode Ifland, New York, Delaware, and Mary- 
land, capitals and farms are compriſed in the general computation of 
taxable property; in other ſtates theſe are not ſubje& to any tax. 

3d. In the ſtates of New Vork, Rhode Ifland; Delaware, and Mary- 
land, taxes are impoſed on the general maſs of property, real or perſonal, 


with particular exceptions in each of theſe ſtates ;; in the other ſtates, 


taxes are ĩimpoſed only upon ſpecific articles of property. 
« 4th. In all the ſtates, excepting Vermont and wat, Ind is 


taxed, compriſing the lands unincloſed arid uncultivated; and there is 
reaſon to believe that the ſame meaſure will be germ rune in 1 two r 


ſtates. 


In North Carolina lands are taxed (by 105 en e . 
to their nature or ſpecics of culture. In Kentucky they are divided into 
three claſſes, according to their quality, but each claſs is taxed uniformly. 
In South Carolina and Georgia 'the land 1s taxed uniformly by diſtricts, 


. cultivated or otherwiſe. In Virginia it is taxed according to a perma- 
nent computation. In Maryland and New Jerſey the relative value of 


the lands in the different counties and diſtricts is determined by the law; 


and in theſe diſtricts the land is taxed according to its value, never ex- 


ceeding a certain rate. In Pennſylvania the land is taxed according to a 
valuation made every three years. In Connecticut all the lands, with 
the exception of ſome in two of the counties, are taxed according to the 
nature of their culture, or the kind of ſtate they are in, and that uni- 
formly, without regard to their reſpective value. In Maſſachuſetts and 
New Hampſhire land is taxed according to its produce, or the annual 
rent or profit it 1s ſuppoſed to bring. In the ſtate of Vermont lands in- 
cloſed and cultivated, with ſome exceptions, are taxed uniformly, water 
out regard to their value or produce. 

„ 5th. Capitals employed in commerce or memnſaGes are taxed in 
different ſtates according to the principles of euch ſtate, but in ſome _ 


they are not taxed. 
75 6th. 
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© 6th. Taxes at the diſcretion of the aſſeſſors on the computed prox 

perty or revenues of individuals, are permitted in different degrees and 
modifications in ſome of the ſtates; in others, all the taxes are umpoſed 
upon preciſe: objects, and at a certain rate. 

This ſketch may give an idea of the difficulties hein = Ukion would 

have to encounter, as well as the greater part of the individual ſtates, in 
laying a tax on land with equity and with ſteadineſs in its collection. The 
impoſition of it would give offence, like all new taxes, eſpecially of a 
direct nature; but more eſpecially among a people accutomed to pay very 
little in taxes. Different ſtates having different modes of taxing the land, 
and ſome having no territorial umpoſition, the legiſlature of the Union is 
placed between theſe two difficulties either to adopt for its collection 
in each ſtate accuſtomed to the tax the mode eſtabliſhed in that ſtate, 
and to eſtabliſh a new mode for thoſe ſtates which at preſent have no ſuch 
tax, which would make the tax bear unequally ; or to eſtabliſh a uniform 
mode for all the ſtates, Which being contrary to the habits and prejudices 
of many of them, would add to its unpopularity, and render its produce 
{till more uncertain. - To which difficulties it is to be added, that the 
tax being deſtined to the ſervices of the general government, muſt be 
collected by the officers of the Union, which mode of collection would 
be attended with great expence. The committee of finances in the houſe 
of repreſentatives, who laid before the houſe the propoſition ſor this tax, 
eſtimates the expences of collection at twenty-ſeven and a half per cent. 
It is to be obſerved, that the popular party, that is to ſay, the antirſe- 
Alis in the houſe, gave their ſupport to the meaſure, perceiving that 
the eſtabliſhment of a direct tax whoſe: weight ſhould be immediately 
felt by every citizen of the United States, would probably furniſh ſome 
check on the diſpoſition they aſcribe to the goverament, of, ſquandering 
money in uſeleſs expences. The ſadrraliſis oppoſed the plan, and per 
haps were not uninfluenced by the ſame reaſons. All the, adherents, 
however, of the reſpective parties did not vote with their leaders on this 
oecafion.. Many members of the houſe. ere guided hy their own Opi- 
nions of thi tax; and thoſe: opinions, Which; no doubt. flowed. 1 
ii 42D 2 
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pally from a regard to the public welfare, were in ſome inſtances aſcribed 
to private conſiderations, according to the circumſtances of the perſons 
voting. | 

Before I conclude this article on the finances of the United States, I 
cannot forbear to touch on a point, connected with the opinion I have al- 
ready expreſſed that the ſtates in their general legiſlation are rather oc- 
cupied with the means of forcing themſelves into the rank of great and 
powerful nations than thoſe of conſolidating their ſtrength and increaſing 
their real power. Perhaps this error in their policy is the natural reſult 
of the combination of circumſtances which ſurround them ; but what- 
ever be the cauſe, it retards their progreſs as a nation, which can be 
ſecured only by their effectual independence. I have in view chiefly 
the duties on articles of importation, which 1 think were not cal- 
culated for the ſituation in which America was at the time of their 
being eſtabliſhed, nor are politic in her preſent fituation ; and their 
ill effects are, I believe, already evident. If we look, without pre- 
judice and with ſufficient refleQtion, at the nature of thoſe duties, we fee 
they are rather contrived to increaſe the revenues of the general govern- 
ment—no doubt a legitimate object of the taxes---than to add to the 
real welfare, or to cultivate the morals of the people, and conſequently 
to add to the ſecurity of the independence of the Union objects ſurely 
not leſs neceſſary than a tax. The ſyſtem of theſe taxes is evidently de- 
ſigned to give encouragement to the commerce and navigation of the 
United States; and for that object merely it is combined with foreſight. 
But commerce is only a ſecondary object in an extenfrve continental 
nation, abounding with uncultivated lands. The more important ob- 
jects of its attention are the cultivation of its lands, the increaſe of its 
own raw produce, and the eſtabliſhment of manufactures, to make it in- 
dependent of other nations for all the articles of the firſt neceſſity. Com- 
merce is no more than the means of exchanging a ſurplus of produce for 
articles that a nation cannot produce or manufacture. If it proceeds 
beyond that point, eſpecially in a nation in its infancy, it collects in the 
places where it is carried on the population which would otherwiſe 
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ſpread generally, and which ought to be employed in making the coun: 
try generally productive; while it tends to fill the country with foreign 
goods, and for a long time retards the eſtabliſhment of manufactures at 
home. Fortunes may be made by individuals in this courſe; but it is a 
courſe that impedes the progreſs of a nation to independence and proſpe- 
rity. The duties on importation in the United States appear to me to 
place them in this ſituation. They are no doubt very high; but as there 
are few manufactures in the United States, the duties do not at all prevent 
the introduction of foreign merchandiſe, which turns all the diſpoſable 
labour, or the greater part of it, to navigation, for the introduction of fo- 
reign merchandiſe is the ſupport of navigation, and enables it to afford 
wages for labour greatly exceeding what can be given by agriculture. 
The dearneſs of labour alſo oppoſes itſelf to the eſtabliſhment of manu- 
fatures, which are attended with difficulties and hazard, even in coun- 
tries where labour is cheap. The money of the United States, and the 
produce of their lands, enriches foreign nations, eſpecially England, with 
whom their commerce is the moſt conſiderable, and indeed to whom it 
is almoſt wholly confined. It is a real tax paid by America to England. 
Part of this money, indeed, remains in the hands of the American mer- 
chants, and conſequently returns to the cultivator of the lands, but the 
greater part enriches a foreign country. 

The reader will be enabled to judge of the truth of theſe obſervations 
by the following comparative view of the amount of the importation of 
the produce of the United States into England, and the importation of 
Engliſh merchandiſe into the United States, ane in 1790, to the 

houſe of commons in * 


1. 
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* » Iinports of the ſeveral United States into England. 


1 Ry Years. 
States. 1792. 1793. 1704. 1705. b 
J . fierling,* . oh L. 5 4 N 
New England 101,616 88,701 40,401 154,013 
New York 140,975 92,947 165,864 
Pennſylvania 168,798 35,809 | 485,310 
Maryland 102,198 35,388 78,741 
Virginia 2,681 294,219 189,407 
North Carolina 28,000 8,012 19,340 
South Carolina 167,623 104,055 230,849 
Georgia 36,039 14,898 28,548 
| | 1,038,707. | 904, 40 625,733 | 1,352,136 
Imports of England into the ſeveral United States. 
| | Years. 
Fort As. 2 — 
States. 1792. 1793. 1794. 1795. 
55 5 C. fterling. 52 95 e 
New England 614,363 | 435,825 | 517,445 672,337 
New York - | 834,041 763,980 1,021,997 | 1,346,634 
Pennſylvania 781,074 | 855,206 | 768,832 | 1,307,736 | 
Maryland 505,119 547,583 | 640,129 656,148 
Virginia 846,517 549,032 662,160 771,487 
North Carolina 38,157 25,512 9,293 135,768 
South Carolina 575,206 311,274 227,588 570,429 
Georgia 76,877 26,260 12,423 13,573 
| 4,271,418 | 3,514,081 | 3,859,871 | 5,254,114 
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COMMERCE OF THE UNITED STATES, EXPORTATION, 
| TONNAGE, Kc. | EL 


The preceding article gives a good idea of the commerce oo the United 

States, as far as a judgment can be formed from the entries made in, the 
cuſtom-honſe books. 
Another way of judging of the advantage of a commercial intercourſe 
between two ſtates, is the value of bills of exchange. Thoſe of the 
United States drawn upon London, at ſixty days fight, have always been 
at two per cent at leaſt aboye par, except in the month of November 
1792 only, when they were at par; and ſince they haye been at ſix, and 
even as much as nine per cent above par. 

The balance of trade may be ſomewhat in favour of the United States 
in their dealings with other nations; but that is a very inſufficient com- 
penſation for the diſadvantage they labour under in their commercial in- 
tercourſe with England, and that ſolely on account of the manufactured 
articles which they take from that country. | 

This ſyſtem, ſo ruinous to the fortunes of the American people, is ſtill 
more prejudicial to its morals. The merchant in the ports of America, 
who receives manufactured goods from abroad, naturally endeavours to 
increaſe the conſumption of them, ſince it increaſes his profit. He there- 
tore diffuſes them in the interior, and as far as he can hope to find a fale; 
and a taſte for forci gn commodities accompanies their introduction into 
the moſt diſtant 3 | 

There is no point of the United States, however remote, even in the 
woods, in which one ſtore, and frequently more, may not be found. 
There are eſtabliſhed warchouſes for foreign goods, Which are emptied 
and filled again twice in the year, and of which the proprietors make a 
rapid fortune. 

The home — b. do not ſuffice alone to > tar the taſte for 
luxury, 'which. is inſpired by the, fight of articles more. elegant, more 
ſhowy, and more in faſhion in the great towns. | 
A woman, 
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A woman, or a young lad, would be aſhamed to appear on a Sunday 
at church, without a gown, a waiſtcoat, or a hat, manufactured in Eu- 
rope, for which they pay as much as ſixty per cent dearer than in the 
ſhops of Philadelphia or New York. 

A taſte for luxury leads to expenſive habits, and conſequently to im- 
prudence. It is therefore an obſtacle to the complete happineſs which 
this nation ſeems deſtined by nature to enjoy. The introduction of 
"theſe foreign commodities into the back-ſettlements may be compared to 
the introduction of rum and whiſky among the Indians. The motive is 
the ſame, and produces the ſame effects. x 

The abundant importation of merchandiſe manufactured in England 
into the United States, naturally proceeds from thoſe ſtates having been 
habituated, while Engliſh colomies, to receive them from the mother 
country, of which it was the intereſt to keep its manufactories conſtantly 
at work, and which, from its being the ſeat of power, poſſeſſed all the 
means of forcing that importation. 

It may be eaſily conceived that, after the revolution, the opulent in- 
habitants of the American cities, muſt naturally have retained their taſte 
for Engliſh ſtuffs and furniture, and the habit of uſing them; and that 
it was the intereſt of the Engliſh merchants to encourage that habit; and 
this it was the more eaſy for them to do, as the old American houſes 
having been almoſt all diſperſed by the revolution, the American 
' merchants were in general little elſe at that time than the agents of 
Engliſh houſes. This ſtate of things is then what it could not fail to be, 
ſince the legiſlature has oppoſed no obſtacle to the prevalence of habit 
and individual intereſt. 

With more wiſdom and foreſight, it ſeems that the government of 

the United States would have prohibited all articles of luxury manufac- 

tured abroad, or at leaſt would have taxed them as high as circumſtances 

would have permitted, without giving too if rent encourage to ſmug⸗ 
ling. 

, Public ſpirit effectually prohibited them, during the revolution; and 

yet every one was then clothed, although many hands were taken away 
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from the loom by military ſervice, and by the uneaſineſs and misfortunes 
always attendant upon war; and the population is now nearly double 


what it then was, Neceſſity would immediately have extended domeſtic = 


manufactories, and would have led to the ſpeedy eſtabliſhment of na- 
tional ones. 
— the outſet their productions would have 8 of a * as qua- 
| People too nice to be contented with them, might then have pro- 
= foreign merchandize, by paying double or treble their real value; 


but ninety-nine out of a hundred of the inhabitants would ſoon have 


accuſtomed themſelves to the manufactures of the country, fince it would 
not have been eaſy for them to procure the produce of other peoples' la- 
bour. The home manufactories would conſequently have made a rapid 
adyance towards perfection. 

Navigation employing, fewer hands, agriculture would have had more 
at its diſpoſal. The increaſe of cattle, now very ſcarce in America, 


would have been one of the conſequences of keeping up the national, do- 


meſtic, and other manufactures. 

The Engliſh, French, and other artiſans, now working in Europe upon 
the merchandize exported to America, would have brought their induſ- 
try into the United States, where they would have obtained a more 
comfortable livelihood. 

The United States would have reaſon to fear, that che prohibition of 
foreign merchandize in their ports would have prevented their own pro- 
duce from finding an. outlet. The productions of the United States are 
articles of the firſt noceſſity; and ſeveral of them are to be found only 
within their territory, 

As to their navigation, their fiſheries alone „„ 
tan aigre ſramert thari-thiep with ſoon have occaſion. for, it is to be hoped, 
in order to man their veſſels of war; and their commerce would not 


have been therefore annihilated. No doubt, it would have been leſs 


brilliant than we have. ſeen it e e ONE. 
more ſolic. 
| Americs would hive had low cane abroad; but that credit is hee 
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ruin. She: would have had leſs fictitious riches ; but would have pof- 
ſeſſed more real wealth. Fewer emigrants from other countries would 
have come to her with a view.of making fortunes ; but ſhe would have 
received a much greater proportion of the laborious claſſes of the com- 
munity. Thoſe fortunes which give ſuch fallacious indications of proſ- 
perity, are all made at the expence of America; they carry away the 
money, and leave there nothing but European habits, I had almoſt ſaid 
VICES, 5 | | 

The real balance of trade would have been in her favour; and it has 

been ſeen how much it is againſt her. She would have had fewer ſpe- 
culations and ſpeculators, but better morals; a leſs ſplendid diſplay of 
luxury, but more republican inſtitutions. The intercourſe with foreign 
nations would have been leſs expenſive; but finding within herſelf the 
means of ſupplying all her wants, ſhe would have been more independent. 
In a word, ſhe would have acquired every year an increaſe. of ſubſtantial 
enboupoint ; "whereas, that on which ſhe boaſts, and on which ſhe is con- 
gratulated, is nothing but a bloated appearance of corpulence. 
No doubt the cuſtomhouſe would have produced leſs to the baden 
treaſury, but direct taxes would eaſily have ſupplied the deficiency ; and 
if the United States had followed this ſyſtem from the time of the revo- 
lation, their own induſtry would have been almoſt adequate to their 
wants; whereas at preſent they cannot do without the aſſiſtance of 
ſoreigners, except in the manufacturing of hats and _—_ of why the 
raw materials are the produce of their own country. 

They are dependent; and that dependence which ae 3 their 
wants, and which will always increaſe in proportion as luxury, already at 
a great height in America, ſhall be carried higher ſtill, may have an influ- 
ence. upon the political determinations of the United States; and may 
lead them into great errors, and to the adoption of . ſooner or 
later prejudicial to their intereſt. 

Several manufactories of ſail- cloth 1 been eſtabliſhed: in val United 
States with tolerable fucceſs, but have been carried to no great” extent. 


Every yeas alſo ſome ſpinning e and even cotton manu- 
101 | Adee, 
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factories, are attempted to be ſet on foot; but the following year they 

are ſure to fall; for no other reaſon than'the high price of labour, N 
is itſelf a conſequence. of the general ſyſtem of taxation, > 8 

I have ſpoken of the exports of the different ſtates of the Feder 

union, in proportion as my travels have carried me into thoſe different 
ſtates, and more or leſs in detail, according to the nature of the informa- 
tion that I was able to procure. The exports of the general commerce 
of America are the reſult of thoſe of the particular ſtates. Here follow 
the totals, as preſented annually to the congreſs by the ſeoretary of the 
It was only from the 1{t of September 1789, that an exact amount 
was taken of them, that of the preceding years being imperfect. In ac- 
counts of this ſort, the year begins on the 1ſt of October, and ons on the 
30th of NS following. 


Fries of the Exports of the United States, 


1791, — 19,012,040 dollars. 
1792, — 20,753,007 _ 
1793, — 26,109,572 

1794, — 33,020,233 

1795, — 47,989,472 

1790, — 67 00, 97 


This ſtatement exbibits a peidayieliive nene ſuch n 
never exiſted in any country in ſo ſhort a ſpace of time. But this is the 
place to repeat what I have ſaid as often as I have had an opportunity of 
ſpeaking of the exports of different ſtates, that any one would be groſsly 
deceived who ſhould judge of the increaſe of the produce and reſources of 
the United States by this enormous augmentation of their exports. 

The exports conſiſt, 

1. Of the productions of the country, which, although increaſed in 
quantity to a certain degree, have riſen much more in value; ſome forty 
per cent, others a hundred, two hundred, and even more, This is 


aint 4E2 | owing 
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owing to the wants of Europe, exhauſted by the war in which it has been 

engaged. The value then of theſe exports is far from being an exact re- 

* preſentation of the real wealth of the country, which can 3 
ſult of an increaſe in the quantity of its produce. = 

2. The war, in which all the — — — 
enen keeps their trade in a ſtate of almoſt total 
ſtagnation, ' The United States are a kind of temporary depot of the pro- 
duce of all countries, and of many of their colonies, where, before the 
war, American veſſels had not, by a great deal, ſo extenſive a permiſſion 
to trade. Foreign produce is therefore brought into the ports of the 
United. States in much greater quantities than their conſumption re- 
quires, and in much greater quantities alſo than it would be appr a 
Were af peace. | 

The commodities over and above the conſumption of the United 
States are re-exported, and fupp'y the different ſtates of Europe and 
their colonies. 

This increaſed e is chen, in \'this * of view, a very un- 
certain indication of the real increaſe of the wealth of the United States, 
ſince it does not depend upon the produce of their ſoil, and neither is nor 
can be laſting, A compariſon of the quantity of the produce of the 
foil of the United States exported annually, during fix years, will furniſh 
an inconteſtible proof of the truth of the foregoing obſervations. 

It is, again, from the accounts preſented to congreſs by the nn of 


the treaſury; inet 1 ſtatement. 
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Upon examining this ſtatement with attention, it will be ſeen, © | 
1. That the quantity of wheat exported from the United States is di- 
[mipiſhed, and that the increaſe in the exportation of flour, - proceeding 
from the great number of mulls that have been ſucceſſively erected, and in 
that of ſea-biſcurt, does not by a great deal compenſate the decreaſe in the 
exportation of wheat. This decreaſe, for which I have met with no one 
'who-could give me a reaſon completely ſatisfactory, is owing, in part, to 
dhe ravages committed in ſeveral ſtates by the Heſſian fly, which has 
made it neceſſary to abandon” the cultivation of wheat, and in part to 
the great quantity of land laid down in paſture. But I muſt again re- 
peat, that the difference in the exportation of wheat 1s - too great to be 
explained in this manner, eſpecially as in many new ſettlements, corn is 
-cultivated at leaſt during the firſt years; and as in many parts of Vir- 
ginia, Carolina, and Maryland, the cultivation of wheat has very gene- 
rally ſuperſeded that of tobacco and indigo. 
The conſumption may be increaſed in the great towns by the increaſe 
of their population; and alſo in ſome of the back ſettlements, where, 
owing to a want of corn-mills, the uſe of wheat-flour was formerly 
almoſt unknown. But this increaſe of conſumption cannot be very 
great; for in almoſt every part of the United States where wheat is cul- 
tivated, the inhabitants live upon 2 and ſtill more commonly 
upon maize or Indian corn. | | 
2. That the exportation of other corn, that is to ſay, rye, barley, &c. 
is alſo diminiſhed. This is owing to the increaſed conſumption of the 
diſtilleries, which, though checked of late by the high price of grain, 
has nevertheleſs been very conſiderable during the laſt ſix years. 
3. It will be ſeen that the exportation of leaf tobacco is very much 
5 5 Er and that this diminution 18 not compenſated by the great | 
- increaſe of manufactured tobacco ; becauſe it is true, as I have obſerved 
in my account of the ſouthern ſtates, that the cultivation of tobacco 7 
: exceedingly decreaſed. | +» 
4. That the increaſe. of culture hits beta direfted to 955 of vege- 
* tables, onions, and potatoes, and that it is conſiderable; and that it has 
taken a z {till greater t turn towards artificial meadows, or what are called 
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grazing farms, The enormous difference between the progreſſive ex- 
ports from 1791 to 1790, of cheeſe, butter, tallow, candles, and manu- 
ſactured ſhoes, is a proof of it; although it is true that the tanneries of 
the United States import a great quantity of raw hides from that part 
of St. Domingo which formerly belonged to the Spaniards. : 

5. It will alſo be remarked, that the produce of the fiſheries is much 
increaſed in the laſt. ſix years; but the greater part of this produce, ſo 
conſiderably, augmented in quantity, is in itfelf of little value, excepting 
the whale fiſnery; and although the amount of its whole value exceeds 
that of the value of produce diminiſhed in quantity, the increaſe is hardly 
of any accourſt in the immenſe progreſſion of the general value of the 
exports, which was eſtimated at nineteen millions twelve thouſand and 
forty dollars in 1791, and at fixty-ſeven millions fixty four, thouſand and 
ninety ſeven dollars in 17966. 1 

The ſollowing account of the exportation of Fw — will 
prove how much of the increaſe in the exports of the United States. is 
owing to out beaneteod, commerce. g 
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I ſhall add to this an amount of the drawback upon the re · exportation 
of foreign produce imported into the United States in the courſe of the 
years 1793, 1794, 1794 ; I was not able to procure one of the two pre- 
_ ceding/years, nor of the year 1706. 

I do not pretend to give, by this ſtatement; a preciſe idea of the con- 
ſumption of foreign produce in the United States; becauſe goods being 
intitled to the right of a drawback for a whole year after they ha ve been 
entered in the cuſtomhouſe books, it ſometimes happens that articles 
which have paid the duties in one year, and which are included in the 
receipts of that year, are not re- exported till the year after. 

The following account, however, will afford an iden generally true, of 
the conſumption of that produce; and it will ſhew; that the conſump- 
tion of colonial commodities is little augmented in the United States, 
vrhile that of articles manufactured in England is conſiderably ir- 


Account of the Duties paid upon certain Articles of foreign Produce, and of 
the Drawbacks paid upon ar 3 for the Neuer 1793, 1794, 
and 1795. 
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No doubt this increaſe iu the exports gives' a great increaſe of activity 
to trade: no doubt, alſo the riſe of the price of coramodities is another 
augmentation of wealth; but it can only be conſidered as temporary. 
This, perhaps, is the place to ſay a few words — ae 
and poſitiom of the commerce of the United States. 

As long as the United States were Engliſh colomies, their trade was 
regulated by the intereſt and ambition of the mother country, and could 
only be conſidered as a branch of the Engliſh commerce. This is nearly 
the caſe with Ireland at preſent. | 

The accounts preſented to the Engliſh Nee which will be 
found hereto annexed, of the imports and exports of the ſtates of Ame- 
rica, during the laſt twelve years that they were Engliſh colonies, will 
prove how great has been the inereaſe of the commerce of the United 
States ſince that period. 

Vet if they be compared with an account of the commerce carried on 
between the United States and England, from 1792 to 1795, inſerted 
in the preceding part of this volume, it will alſo prove how much the 
imports of the Engliſh manufactures into the United States have aug- 
mented, ſince the latter became independent. | 

Hence it appears, that the augmentation in the commerce of the 
United States, and conſequently their independence, which may be con- 
ſidered as the principal cauſe of it, have been exceedingly advantageous 
to England, who nevertheleſs conſiders their emancipation_as an in- 
jury, and would not be ſorry to have an opportunity of taking her re- 
venge. 

I am far from ing however, that France, on being made ſenſible 
of this truth, ought to regret for a moment the efforts ſhe made to aſſiſt 
North America in obtaining the acknowledgment of her independence. 
Thoſe efforts, even though the United States may be in general forgetful 
of them at this moment, are nevertheleſs one of the moſt honourable 
traits of French generoſity. Beſides, France has had a ſhare in the trade 
of the United States, which ſhe would never have had, if they had re- 
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mained ſubje& to England; a ſhare which, with better conduct, ſhe 
might have rendered much greater ſtill, and which, with rational prin» 
ciples, ſhe may no doubt hereafter increaſe. . In a word, theſe great ſer- 
vices rendered by France will, as long as there is any gratitude in the 
United States, leave in the minds of their inhabitants an inclination ſor 
the friendſhip and alliance of France, which all the intrigues of England 
can only 1 for a time. | 


l | Account 
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lt was at the peace by which England acknowledged their indepen- 

dence, that the United States began to trade under their own colours. 
But the great diſtreſs in which they were left by the war, and the weak- 
neſs of the confederacy, rendered their commerce ſtill very precarious. 

Each ſtate had its particular laws, prohibitions, and regulations. 

Some of them ſhut their ports againſt certain foreign merchandize, to- 
which others opened theirs. 

The laws and the cuſtomhouſe rates changed every year, according to 
momentary conſiderations; and the moſt natural reſult of this order of 
things was, an active rivality and jealouſy between the different ſtates, 
It is then, properly ſpeaking, ſince the adoption of the new conſtitution, - 
that the name of the commerce of the United States may be given to the 
eommerce of the different ſtates of North America. 

The firſt cauſe, however, of the increafed commerce of the United 
States, may be carricd as far back as the end of the year 1784. Ar that 
period, an order of the king of France in council, opened to their ſhips. 
three ports in St. Domingo, whither they were allowed to carry ſalt fiſh, 
upon paying a ſmall duty. This order alſo authoriſed the adminiſtrators 
of the iſland to permit the importation of their flour, whenever occaſion 
might require it. The American ſhips, till then, had only had permiſ- 
fion to carry timber and live ſtock to St. Domingo, and that only into a 
fingle port. They were reſtricted by the new order, as they were before, 
from taking any thing in exchange except ſyrups and molaſſes. Accord- 
ing, then, to the letter of the edit, their returns could be of no great 
value; but the admiſſion of American ſhips into three ports of St. Do- 
mingo, gave a greater facility to mugzling. of Which 1 did not fail 
to avail themſelves, 

The Engliſh, it is true, carried Jamaica ſugar and coffee i into the ports 
of the United States; but 0 were without Mr ny and ſold them- 
at a high price. i 

The wants of the United States required a much greater quantity than 
they received from England, and their intereſt ſtimulated them to pro- 
cure it in a direct way. 

| Flour 
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- Flour and dry goods were fraudulently introduced into the iſland. 
Raw ſugar and coffee were fraudulently exported ; and the returns be- 
gan to be of ſome importance though ſtill much reſtricted in quantity; 
by the illegality of the means made uſe of to obtain them. 

But this traffic ſoon ceaſed to be illicit. The violent ſhock which 
the revolution gave to the manufactures and commerce of France, forced 
her to open the ports of her colonies to the veſlels of neutral powers. 
From that moment the Americans engroſſed all the commerce of the 
French colonies, which they were ſo well ſituated to carry on, and 
which promiſed them ſuch conſiderable profits. | 
The others powers of Europe which had alſo colonies in the Wed 
Indies, being almoſt all ſucceflively engaged in the war, opened the ports 
of their colonies in like manner to the Americans, or at leaſt conſiderably 
diminiſhed their prohibitive regulations. g 

Thus the commerce of the United States had the victualling of the 
Weſt India iſlands, as well as an excluſive trade with the French and 
Dutch colonies, not only in proviſions, but alſo in commodities of every 
kind. Their ſhips were freighted to carry Weſt India produce to Eu- 
rope, and to bring back in return the articles neceſſary for the conſump- 

tion both of the United States, and of thoſe ſame colonies. | 

The new conſtitution. of the United States was eſtabliſned at the mo- 
ment when the French revolution began, and ſhortly after the new ſyſ- 
tem of American finances was adopted. The conſequent creation of 
ſtock of different kinds, the putting up of land to ſale, and the. ſta» 
bliſhment of banks, opened a vaſt field to ſpeculation, and to commercial 
enterpriſe. The ſtate of Europe fayoured thoſe enterpriſes ; they were 
extended, and the commerce of the United States ſoon reached the Eaſt 
Indies, China, and every part of the known world. Its-profits have been 
Such is the brief hiſtory of the rapid and enormous increaſe of the 
trade of the United States; but it is preciſely from the rapidity of that 
immenſe increaſe, that we may prognoſticate the ſhortneſs,of its dura» 
tion. | 

The 
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. The proſperity of a nation's commerce cannot be durable, unleſs it be 
founded upon a ſolid baſis; and the ſolid baſis of a nation's commerce is 
the produce of its ſoil, of its manufactures, and of its colonies, when it has 
any. Theſe are its only permanent riches, thoſe of which it alone can 
diſpoſe ; its produce, and the commodities it receives in exchange, a are the 
natural limits of its trade. on! 
If a nation by extraordinary circumſtances, unconnected with its in- 
ternal proſperity, ſuch, for inſtance, as thoſe occaſioned by the troubles 
and tranſient misfortunes of other nations, take a flight far beyond its 
natural means, and much above the fituation in which it is placed by its 
own reſources, its proſperity cannot be of long duration. A change in 
external circumſtances muſt ſpeedily bring it back to the ſtate afligned to 
it by the extent or the mediocrity of its wealth. Such is the ſituation 
of the trade of the United States of America, which the troubles of 
Europe have rendered flouriſhing, but which the return of b 
will reduce to its priſtine ſtate. 
I the European powers, engaged in a terrible war, forced to devote 
all their means to it, incapable of going themſelves to fetch the articles 
they ſtand in need of from foreign ports, nay, even incapable of victualling 
their colonies, and of receiving the produce of them in a direct way; if 
the European powers have been under the neceſſity of leaving to neutral 
flags the trade which they could not undertake themſelves, does it follow 
that they have abandoned it to them entirely? Is it not certain that they 
will haſten to reſume, as ſoon as they are able, the trade which naturally 
belongs to them, ſince they have within themſelves the means of ub een 
it An? h 
In matters of commerce a nation gives up to has only what It can- 
not-undertake itſelf, and even ſuppoſing that it grants them momentary 
advantages, it is ſolely with a view to its own intereſt ; it will withhold 
them, as ſoon as it perceives that its intereſt is injured by this conceſſion. 
Political — or a n alliance can alone induce dem to 
act otherwiſc. 
0 are not yet oval at the — when nations, — their 
own 
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own intereſt in a greater generoſity of principles, will by general conſent 
give abſolute and entire liberty to trade. That period, if ever it ſhould 
arrive, is not yet at hand. - It therefore cannot be doubted but that-the 
European powers, according to their accuſtomed ſyſtem, will lay prohi- 
tory reſtrictions upon. all trade that is not their own, and will thus reduce 
the United States of America to the limited commerce which they, car- 
ricd on before the troubles of Europe. 
I do not mean, however, that the United States are . not able of 
an increaſe in their commerce. I am far from thinking ſo. The extent 
of their territory, the fertility of their ſoil, the induſtry of their inhabi- 
tants, their bold and enterpriſing diſpoſition, their rapidly increaſing po- 
pulation, the great bays that penetrate into the country, the number. of 
finc rivers that water it, the facility of cutting canals, in order to open a 
communication between them, and this to connect the great lakes with 
the Atlantic Ocean, and the Gulf of Mexico; all theſe circumſtances 
promiſe them a degree of proſperity, which muſt in future ages render 
this part of the world the rival, and perhaps the rden rival, of Eu- 
rope. 
But then the United States — have a rich OI from 0 ſoil, 
extenſive manufactures, a great abundance of reſources within themſelves, 
and all this can only take place in conſequence of a ſucceſſive progreſſion 
of thoſe reſources, and after a long ſeries of years of peace and internal 
tranquillity ; in a word, by the gradual operation of time. But it is of 
the preſent moment and of the, exiſting circumſtances of the United 
States that I am ſpeaking, when I apply to the ſudden increaſe of their 
commerce this inconteſtable political truth, that all proſperity which is 
not the reſult of natural reſources, and which. depends ſolely on extraor- 
dinary and foreign cauſes, can only be conſidered as tranſient, and rather 
oppoſes than favours an increaſe of wealth. in the country that expe- 
riences it. 
This truth, which holds good in regard to all nations, has a ſtill ſtronger 
. to nations abſolutely new, whoſe commercial houſes are hardly 
eſtabliſhed, . 
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eſtabliſhed, when theſe uncommonly favourable circumſtances enable 
them to give a conſiderable extenſion to their ſpeculations. The misfor- 
tunes of individual traders, from which they can only eſcape by a degree 
of prudence, almoſt ſupernatural, adds much in ſuch times to the danger 
which the nation itſelf runs from the temporary inflation of its trade. 
Before the French revolution the capitals which kept alive the trade 
of the United States were inconſiderable, their commerce being very 
much confined ; and even part of thoſe capitals were Engliſh property, 
either directly, or in the ſhape of credit, given by the Engliſh houſes to 
the American, ones. If the American merchants had been prudent 
enough to take, out of the enormous quantity of buſineſs which a ſudden 
combination of circumſtances preſented to them, only ſuch a part as was 
proportioned to their capitals, their enterpriſes would have been much 
leſs extenſive, and the appearance of their proſperity leſs an but 
their ſucceſs would have been more ſolid and more certain. 
They ſet, on the contrary, no bounds to their ambition, — only con- 
fidered commercial affairs with a view to the enormous profits they 
ſeemed to afford. Speculations in land held out a new lure to their avi- 
dity; and independently of the gain they promiſed themſelves from a 
reſale highly advantageous, they found in them alſo a ſource of credit, 
becauſe they had, for a long time, nothing to pay for their acquiſitions, 
and becauſe they hoped ſpeedily to receive ſome ready money from new 
purchaſers loaded with capitals, whom they expected to ſee driven in 
crowds acroſs the Atlantic by the ſtate of affairs in Europe. | | 
Laſtly, the eſtabliſhment of banks, and the quantity of paper in eircu- 
lation, afforded them alſo new means of obtaining credit. Truſting in 
all theſe hopes, they ventured, without reſerve, upon every ſpeculation 
which held out the ſmalleſt proſpect of gain. A ſpirit of enterpriſe, and 
a boldneſs in the execution of their pians, which ſets all danger at de- 
fiance, are two remarkable characteriſtics of the American people, in al 
moſt all the fituations of life. Theſe are, no doubt, the germ of great 


qualities, and may be the means of great ſucceſs ; but if this ſpirit of en- 
terpriſe, 
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terpriſe, anil this boldueſs were directed by pradenice, they Wald lead tb 
a much ſaſer refult ; whereas without it they tend to conſequences fo | 


much the more ruinous and inevitable, as they have not been foreſeen, - 

What happened to the American merchants? | 

1. Delays natural to be expected in the diſpatching of their orders, and 
often tardy returns, hich though not hurtful to commeree in general, 
are highly prejudicial to metehants, when far from 'reckonitig upon 
them, they think that they cannot take place, and enter into — 
ments in conſequence of that flattering opinion. 

2. The taking of a great number of their ſhips, eſt by England, ho, 
independently of her hoſtile views towards France, gratified, by ſeizing 
them, the jealouſy which ſhe felt at the commercial proſperity” of a H 
tion, that ſhe has never ceaſed to eM or ds an aſſemblage of rebelllous 
fubjets, and aftetwards by France, who was deſirous; above all; of injur- 
ing the Engliſh commerce; and, at the ſame time, expreſſed her diſeon- 
tent at the advantage given to England by her old ally Amerie. 

3. The ſpeculations in land proved erroneous. The number of thoſe 
whe preſented themſelves as purchaſers bore no proportion to the nuriber 
of thoſe who wiſhed to ſell, and who were hard preſſed by want. . 

4. The banks, numerous as they became, could not anſwer the de- 
- mands of diſcount, which came to them fror all quarters, conſequently 
they did not diſcount all the bills which were preſented to them, and the 
longeſt date ol thoſe they received did not exceed ivy days 

5, and laſtly, the prices of commodities fell ſpeedily in Beers very 
much below what the Amerlean ſpeculators had paid for the farne arti- 
cles in the territory of the United States; and, in the mean time, the 


day of fulfilling the engagements they had contraRted; in order to Nehd 


their ſhips to ſea, was conſtantly coming round; the period of thoſe ert 
tered into upon the purchaſe of land, though it hight ſometimes expe- 
rience a little delay, was ſure alſo to come at laſt; the *commiodities; 
which were prevented from being ſent to Europe by the leo prices they 
bote there, were-alſo'w be paid for; and if any merchunt hatt tecered 
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ſums of money in truſt, which had enabled him to extend his concerns 
with a little more ſolidity, he was obliged to reſund thoſe ſums upon the 
firſt demand, which was neceſſarily cee, by Ss eres and 
ee ſtate of commerce. 

Such is the diſagreeable ſituation in which the — mecchants 
0 involved, and in which they are ſtill more deeply involved every 
day; ſuch of them, at leaſt, as in their enterpriſes were rather led away 
by their avidity than guided by err 1 enden, aver are the 
greater numbers. ” 

It may be eaſily conceived that the means by which * to» 
exteicats, themſelves from theſe, embarraſſments are "wy — 1 re· 
quire great ſacrifices. nod tl 28 Jet Aft Hare, Nr nn it: 

Thoſe in general etpployed are as follows: | 

Firſt, ae verre Mey bis erde for thn or fat] 
rt 

But it Fan hat: an Abend . nn end his 

friend in the ſame neceſſity. They therefore accominodate each other 
with notes at ſixty days ſight, and endeavour to get them diſcounted at 
ſome bank, which is often obliged to refuſe, on account of the great diſs 
proportion between its means and the great number of ſimilar applications. 
. Theſe notes are then given to an exchange broker, who; according to 
the ſtate of the money market, and the name of the indorſer, ſells them 
at two, and err, 1 ane four d eee diſ- 
count. 
Theſe l are ene eee at the;benk by che — nd 
it then becomes highly neceſſary to pay them when due; for there is no 
| more, credit, nd more poſſibility of ©9070 ot en eee ee 
has been proteſted after once being depoſited at the-bank, | | 

They alſo, endeavour to obtain . of which they avail enn in 
the fame manner. * 

But it will not do to hon many notes into FI REN Their re- 
end cos often repeated right have a bad effect upon their credit, 

| a | which 
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which it is important for them not entirely to loſe.” They then buy bills 
of exchange upon London at a long date, and ſell them * er money 
below par. This is a frequent means of procuring caſn. | 

Semetimes goods are taken upon the longeſt” credit chat can be ob- 
tained, and ſhipped for a foreign market; and, in this caſe, the American 
merchant draws according to his neceſſities, the London merchants en- 
gaging to accept the conſigner's notes for two-thirds'of the amount of 
the conſignment, upon tranſmitting to them the bill of n ** em- 


powering them to make the inſurance. 

If theſe means fail, the merchant whoſe wants are urgent, ſends his 
merchandiſe, if he have any, to a public auction, or elſe he procures dry 
goods at a high price, and at five or ſix months credit, e e 
licly ſold, very often with the loſs of twenty-five or thirty per cent. 

Sometimes he endeavours by building houſes, or by ſome other oſten- 
tatious expenſe, to create a falſe opinion of the ſtate of his affairs, which | 
are thereby rendered much worſe. | 

Such are, in part, the burdenſome means whith dd. 
ceived in his ſpeculations, takes in order to prolong his commercial ex- 
iſtence. But thoſe means only ſerve to render his ruin more inevitable. 
At length he can no longer uphold his credit; and it oſten happens that 
a houſe which in the evening was thought worth three or four hundred | 
thoufand dollars; offers 1 in = nn une, 1 
to its creditors. . ente 0! 230722448 Fat 2! | 

It is true that e, are not wanting of merchants, who, before 
they declared their bankruptey, robbed their creditors of - a great part of 
their money, by donations made to their wives and children, and by con- 
ccaling paper in their pocket- books. There are alſo inſtances of others, 
who, upon loſing their credit, ſecretly buy upon change, with money 
kept in reſerve; their own bills, when at a diſcount ear Sana, 9 * 
ſixty per cent. A $1534 on AAS + 

The latter, F depend even his ones, avoid the 
name, and do buſineſs the next day with" more certain credit, in propor- 
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tion as neee, known, bude ace ended vv. 
Roſſeſſed of property, 

As to him who e ee dats 
the remains of his fortune to his creditors, he is free by law; and though 
in, ſome ſtates the law. gives his creditors a claim ſupon this future fortune, 
equal to the amount of the loſs upon their debts, he eaſily evades the ro- 
gulation, by. not diſcovering the profits he may deri ve from the ſums he 
has. withheld, or by carrying on his new n n — 
other name. 

All theſe. fatal and ſhameful e eee Ae unde 
af ſpeculations.undertaken and carried on without a proportionate capital. 
And theſe; are nat the, only ones. An, American merchant's want of 
punctuality in his payments, no doubt, inſpires thoſe Who may have oc- 
caſion to deal with him with diſtruſt; but ĩt does net produce in hunfelt 
any ſentiment of ſhame, and affects mam even if it 
affect it at all. 

The merchant who has ſuſpended Namen ſow urns bills: are 
proteſted, is. cqually well recei ved upon change, in ſociety; and even ob- 
tains the moſt diftinguiſhed public employments. He is generally conſidered. 
ag a man ho has played his game ill, or who has met with a bad run of luck. 

The. frequency of theſe examples, common intereſt, and the opinIn 
generally entertained in America, that no one can have any thing: more 
eſſential to do than to endeavour to get money, produce, Iwill — 
_ this;toleration, but this total indifference in the public mind. 

Thus, while, the merchant in Europe is ner. 
duct by his, perſonal, integrity and the preſervation of his honour, of his 
credit, and of the reputation of his name, the American merchant has no 
other reſtraint than his own honeſty, his ſelf-eſteem, and his conſcience, 
and though that reſtraint is doubtleis the moſt powerful when it exiſts, 
it muſt unfortunately be acknowledged that it is not the moſt common. 

It may therefore. be ſaid that the merchants of America, who, in con- 
1equence of their prudence and caution in their operations, and a mode- 


rate 


_ 
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rate uſe of their credit, have conſtantly been exact in their payments, and 
honourable in their tranſactions, are, on that account, deſerving of patti- 
cular eſteem, fince they are an exception to the general depravity. 

It muſt not, however, be thought that this exception is very unconimon. 
There are in America a great number of houſes, either American, Eng- 
liſh, or French, which for ſolidity, prudence; punctuality, and delicacy in 
carrying on buſineſs, do not yield to any of the ſo juſtly famed houſes of 
Europe: If in this number I name that of Mr. Puitie NixLYN, I do 


not pretend to give it a ſuperiority over the others, by which that mer- 


chant's modeſty, and that of Mr. GxIrrI r his partner, would be hurt; 
but I ſhall be excufed for ſeeking, by the mention of their names, to gra- 
tify a feeling of affection and gratitude for the conſtant marks of friendſhip 
and kindnefs which I received from them during my ſtay in America, and 
none of thoſe who are acquainted with Philadelphia will reproach me with 
having indulged my feelings at the expenſe of truth. 


Imuſt once more repeat, that there are a great number of - houſes of | 


this kind in the United States, but it is not the greater number and it 
is the greater number that Jam bound to conſider, when Jam ſpeaking 
of the ſtate of commerce in America. Theſe good and ſerupulous houſes 
are affficted at the fituation of the American trade, by which their own 
intereſt is often greatly a ſufferer, notwithſtanding their prudent conduct. 
Their delicacy, as well as their intereſt, is hurt by it; but all they can do 
is to be upon their guard againſt the ſuſpicious houſes, and to keep a 
watchful eye over all the others; the moſt honourable merchants being, 
obliged to meet upon change, and in almoſt every houſe, and often to ſee 
in confidential employs, men whom private intereſt, and public honour, 
ought to devote to reprobation. 

This deplorable ſtate of things cannot be natural; but I maſk; repeat it 
again, it is the neceſſary reſult of enterpriſes, and of ſpeculations raſhly 
hazarded, which are themſelves the reſult of a multiplicity of buſineſs of 
all kinds, that the ſituation of Europe and the Weſt Indies has produced, 
and of the dangerous facility afforded by the great number of banks. 

* . all the great towns of the Valted States, and particularly of 
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thoſe to the northward of Baltimore, every body is a merchant; that is, 
to ſay, every body ſpeculates, trades, and jobs in the ſtocks. The judge, 
the advocate, the phyſician, and the miniſter of divine worſhip, are all, 
or almoſt all, more or leſs intereſted in the ſale of land, in the purchaſe 
of goods, in that of bills of exchange, and in lending money at two or 
three per cent per month: ſew of them are contented with what they 
have. | | | 
The merit of a man is rather too much cſtimated in America by the for- 
tune which he is ſuppoſed to poſſeſs ; and no body lands in this new world 
without the project of making an ample and rapid fortune; examples of 
ſucceſs being ſo frequent, that they hold out a great encouragement to 
theſe projects. The means of executing them were alſo for a long while, 
great; but they are leſs ſo at preſent, at leaſt in this way; and avidity 
does not diminiſh in the ſame proportion. | 
Here then are a great many ſnares laid for delicacy ; a great many 
reaſons explanatory of the ſtate of commerce in the United States, and 
the faithful account that I have juſt given of it, will leave no doubt of 
the truth of my aſſertion, that the brilliant appearance of the trade of 
the United States, and the increaſe of its activity and of its exports, are 
no more than a tranſient gleam of proſperity, rather pernicious than uſe - 
ful to real wealth, and to true national proſperity. | 
No doubt, in the midſt of all theſe evils; conſiderable fortunes have 
ſtarted up. Some of them have been made by prudence and induſtry; 
others are the offspring of good fortune. The cities are grown infinitely , 
larger, which, in my opinion, is of itſelf a great evil: they are embel- 
_ liſhed; but luxury has made its way from every quarter into the United 
States; and when the commerce of Europe, reſumes its level, and when 
peace ſhall have reſtored to every power the enjoyment of i its rights, it is 
much to be feared that nothing will remain to the United States of the 
aſtoniſhing and momentaneous increaſe of their commercial activity, but 
a love of luxury, and the impoſhbility of ſatisſying it. 4 
That epoch will probably be alſo the moment of new misſortunes to 
more than one American houſe; but, as a friend to America, I beg leave 


to 


: 
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to ſay, that if ſhe profit by experience, it may alſo be the epoch of her 
certain improvement, of her real proſperity, and of a ſolid increaſe of her 
commerce. She 1s deſtined by nature for a ſtate of ſtrength and great- 
neſs, which nothing can prevent her from attaining, but too haſty a. 
pace, which might attempt to conduct her thither without paſſing 
through the neceſſary gradations. 

Before I terminate this article concerning the trade of America, it re- 
mains to be ſaid, that all commercial cauſes are ſubmitted, in the United 
States, to the judgment of the ordinary tribunals, conſequently to a courſe 
of law which the leaſt ſkilful advocate can protract to the length of eigh- 
teen months; and with a little more ability he may ſpin it out to two or 
three years. This inconvenience is very great in commercial affairs, in 
which a diſhoneſt man may avail himſelf of the delay, to keep for a long 
time in his hands a capital, really the property of another, which, by re- 
maining unproductive the whole of that time, occafions a loſs not Iikely 
to be compenſated by the damages that may be awarded to him. 

This inconvenience, however great it may be in regard. to the mer- 
chants ſettled in America, is much greater ſtill with reſpect to the foreign 
traders, who-ſend or carry cargoes, or make confignments thither. The 
alternative of a merchant's remaining ſeveral years in America, in order 
to enforce his claims, at a great expence, and of being thus kept at a 
diſtance from the centre of his affairs; or of being obhged to entruſt the 
management of his cauſe to another, adds much to the misfortune of 
ſeeing himſelf deprived, during a tedious law-ſuit, of the uſe of his 
money, notwithſtanding the clearnefs of his caſe. It is then, that lie 
ſeverely feels the want of thoſe commercial tribunals, of thoſe conſular 
juriſdictories ſo wiſely eſtabliſhed in France, where the moſt honourable- 
and beſt informed merchants are arinually elected as judges ; where the 
proceedings are free from all poſſibility of chicane, and do not coſt more 
than ſix dollars in expences; where the cauſes apparently the moſt com- 
plicated are decided in the ſpace of three weeks, and where there arc, 1 
will not ſay none; but very few examples at leaſt, of judges accuſed ot 
partiality in their Jagna or of careleflneſs in had inveſtigation of 

| facts ; 
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faqs; and where, in caſe of an appeal to the ſuperiar courts, the party 
in whoſe favour ſentence has been pronounced, can obtain poſſeſſion of 
the ſum awarded him, or of the effects which he claims, upon giving ſe- 
curity to return them, in caſe of a contrary n being pronounced 
by the court of appeal. 


DEALINGS IN LAND. 


In ſpeaking generally of the trade of the United States, I ne! 
the traffic that is carried on in land as one of its elements. This kind 
of commerce is ſo peculiar to North America, that it is deſerying to be 
made known, at leaſt in a ſuccinct manner. 

The traffic in land, is founded upon the conſiderable maſs of land in 
the territory of the United States, in compariſon with their preſent popu- 
lation, and upon the probability of the augmentation of that population, 
either by its own means of reproduction, or by foreign emigrations. This 
traffic i is, like all the other branches of trade, and more than any other, 
a traffic of ſpeculation. 

The waſte lands, and they amounted to more than four-biths of Ame» 
rica, were found, at the end of the revolution, to belong to different ſtates, 
which, as ſovereigns, have inherited this property from the ſovereignty | 
of the crown of England, Many of theſe lands were ſtill occupied by 
Indian nations; but a part of thoſe nations had, during the war, joined 
the Engliſh troops againſt the United States. It was neceſſary then to 
drive them back, or rather it was neceſſary to drive back all the Indians, 
whoſe vicinage the United States bore with impatience. Here it may 
be proper to remark, that the Indian nations, who were formerly the ſole 
proprietors of the American continent, and to whoſe hoſpitality the eſta- 
bliſhment of the Europeans is ſolely due, are conſidered by, the deſcend- 
ants of the firſt coloniſts, as uſurpers of the land which they Kill poſſeſs, 
and as only holding it by virtue of their good will and pleaſure. | 

The lands granted by the kings of England before 1776, have, with 
ſome exceptions, remained in the poſſeſſion of thofe to whom. the grant 
was made; but the quantity of theſp was wnfanately ſmall, in proportion 


ta 
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to the maſs of the uncultivated land. The proportion of the quantities 
of theſe lands was not even in the ratio of the extent of territory of cach 
ſtate, The ſmall fates, particularly thoſe that Tic near the ſea, having 
been longer inhabited, poſſeſſed but a ſmall portion; and ſome had none 
at all; while the great ſtates, thoſe particularly whoſe territory extended 
far into the interior of America, ſuch as Georgia, the two Carolinas; Vir- 
ginia, Pennſylvania, the ſtate of New York, Maſſachuſetts and New 
Hampſhire, were in poſſeſſion of immenſe* quantities. It was neceſſary 
for theſe ſtates to ſell the waſte lands, in order botli to afford their grow” 
mg population eaſter means of — e and 66 _ out A _ 
to foreign emigration. mats cu i SH er 


' Laſtly, the Rates had debts reſulting from the war, which eds . 


ceſſary to liquidate, without burdening the nation with new taxes. For 


at firſt it was little able to bear them, and it was even the intereſt of the 
ſtates to diminiſh the exiſting taxes as much as poſſible, in order to ren- 
der ſettling in their territory more advantageous and attractive. 
In the lands to be ſold were compriſed the confiſcated"eſtates of the 
Tories, who had ſerved the Engliſh during the revolution. The ſtates 
cannot be ncouſed * denies. enforced” this law — 2 — with too 
great ſeverity. 21 „e. enn. ad 
In order to bring theſe lands to ale the ſtates opened — 
where perſons who meant to purchaſe received warrants or commiſ- 
fions to have the lands they pointed ont ſurveyed, by the ſurveyor of the 
ſtate ; but they were not put in poſſeſſion of them, till it appeared 
that they had not yet been granted to any one, and were not to receive 
the title-deeds till they had paid the — price, _ — the 
conditions irnpoſed' by the la. „ * 
The lands occupied by the” Indians were not Amme dutely . ſold; but 
the ſtates ſold the right of pre- emption, that is to ſay, the excluſive pri- 
vilege of purchaſing thoſe lands, as ſoon as the Indians ſfiould conſent to 
ſell them; and the ſtate — eo negotiation, as . as it ſhould 
deem n on foot. mae 
Vo. U. | 2 4 11 | | It 
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It is not my intentian to enter into a detail of the frequent alterations, 
made by the ſtates in their laws concerning the ſale of land, and of the 
ſtill more frequent departure from them by the land-offices themſelves ; 
al their conſtant negligence in the examination of the meafurement, and 
of the greater or leſs validity of the titles; in a word, of the great abuſes 
of every kind which have taken place in this branch of the adminiſtation. 
To do fo, it would be neceſſary to write a particular hiſtory of the laws 
and land- offices of each ſtate. Suffice it to ſay, that there are few 
which have acted with the neceſſary punctuality, few which have dealt 
fairly and honourably, and few which have ſhewn the attention which 
we have a right to expect from every public adminiſtration, 

enen. 
them. 

4 eren quantity was given to the troops employed n bi war. 
Several other large portions were put up to fale by the commiſſioners. 
Families, either 2 or en * ſmall en with a 

view of ſettling. 
mme 

of which they ſtood in need, than of that of ſpeedily covering thoſe lands 
with cultivators; and thinking, beſides, that great proprietors would be 
excited by their intereſt to parcel them out with more promptitude than 

a ſtate could do, readily conſented to ſell them in large maſſes, in oppoſi- 

tion to the law which, in many of the ſtates, limited the number a 

acres that would be ſold to any one perſon to five or fix hundred. 

This regulation has been evaded in the ſtates in which it exiſted. bs 
ſelling great quantities of land to the fame perſons under different names, 
and by making out as many contracts of ſale, under theſe fictitious names, 
mmm in the 
law. 

Almoſt all theſe contracts of Ats ede contained oled by . 
purchaſer was required to cultivate, or cauſe to be cultivated, a certain 
quantity of acres per lot, within a given time; and the penalty of diſ- 
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poſſeſſion was pronounced againſt any one who ſhould negle& to fulfil 


this condition. It is eaſy to conceive that this condition, ſo * to 


3 with in great bargains has been frequently evaded. 

It was then that the great ſpeculations began, land being purchakable 
of all the ſtates at a very low price. The ftates were inundated with 
paper-money, peculiar to each, and all in a ſtate of depreciation. . The 
periods of payment occurred at diſtant intervals. The increaſe of popu- 
lation, emigration, and the clearing of the land, promiſed a great and 
ſpeedy riſe in the value of theſe lands. The ſpirit of ' ſpeculation. then 
laid hold of every claſs of the inhabitants of America. This was at the 
time of the new ſyſtem of finance, when ſo many conſiderable fortunes 
-were made by jobbing in the certificates of the American debt. The 
legiſlatures of the ftate, ſome of them at leaſt, gave ſtill greater encou- 
ragement to the fale of their lands, by ordering that certain kinds of the 
depreciated paper ſhould be taken in payment of the purchaſe ; a regula- 
tion which gave rife to conſiderable malverſations. The members who 
compoſe theſe legiſſatures, were often ſeen to conſult their eyes in- 
tereſts in theſe operations of finance. 

At that time, ns L have ind ids the rites vere A end a magic 


money of different kinds, the fruit of the misfortunes of the war, and of 


the diſtreſs which had been its conſequence. They were all of them at 
a diſcount. One day, for 1nſtance, the legiſlature declared, that after a 
certain delay, generally very ſhort, ſuch paper would not be received in 
payment; and ſome time after, a little before the expiration of that de- 
lay, it announced the ſale of a certain quantity of land, in payment of 
which the proſcribed paper would have a right to be preſented. The 
members who were in the ſecret of this manceuyre,. or their friends, 
bought up this paper-money at the time of its proſcription, that is to 
fay, at its loweſt price. They then preſented themſelves at the fale as 
ſoon as it began, and boy often in Ing hours the . was 

completed. 
By Get eee ee eee eee . roles of 
two or three cents or hundredth parts of a dollar per acre, payable in fix or 
4H 2 eight 
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eight years, with a diſcount from the treaſury of the ſtate, according to 
the value at which the land was rated by the law, in caſe the — 
were made before they becam̃e due. 

Theſe malyerſations did not take place in all the ates; 1 


purchaſe of land, and ot rights of pre-emptions, was made at a very low 


price, from the very firſt moments of the opening of the land- offices. 
Theſe lands then became an article of trade. Agents were ſent. to 
Europe to propoſe the ſale of them; and Europe was filled with the. moſt 


pompous deſcriptions and the moſt complete maps of lands which were 


often unknown to their proprietor, and even to every one elſe... 
Several great ſales, effected in England, upon advantageous terms, 
raiſed the price of theſe lands, increaſed the confidence of the ſpeculators, 
added to their numbers, and extended their ſpeculations. , The opinion 
of an immenſe migration, to which the French revolution, and the ſitua- 


tion of Europe, gave riſe, conſpired to give confidence. to theſe ſpecu- 


lators; and every one engaged the more eagerly in this kind of ſpecula- 


tion, as the periods of the payments to be made to the ſtates were always 


long; as ſtill longer delays were obtained without much denk and 


as the lands in queſtion were as yet exempt from all taxes. 


The ſecond ſellers frequently granted very adrantageous Los of 


payment, and yet ſold at a tolerably low price. In the ftate of Pennſyl- 
vania, and in that of Maryland, ehem . could buy and wu wn 


as well as a citizen 
In fome others, in which the law aid not * this ons to 4g 
reigners, it gave the legiſlature the right of permitting it; and that per- 


miſſion was caſily obtained. | an 
In all, a foreigner might hold land i in the name of an inhabitant; and 


the great intereſt that the ſtates had in ſelling, and in bringing foreign 


capitals into their When gave great ſecurity to this borrowed right of 
poſſeſſion. 

The United States were in the enjoyment of great commercial —_ 
perity. Nothing ſeemed likely to diſturb their tranquillity : and a great 
number of Europeans, ſeduced by the ſudden increaſe of the. value of 

; American 
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American lands, ſaw; in the ſacrifice which they made of a few thouſand 
dollars in the purchaſe of thoſe lands, x" four-fold or ten- fold auginenta- 


tion of their capitals in a very ſmall number of years. If Sober we 


A 8 


means of turning them to account. 9 Lit repel 40 v4 


1. By felling chem in large pace. men of fortune in Eavope, o or 
America. ne I #15 770 8 TT 389 22 430 96 6 171 OY ITE dr 22 r 


2. By „ dead bels en diet one wenn, eo kerle | 


——_ them. ae 6% % er 0 Ig qu 
3. By di them, — and a GeminuSn of the Sigg 
this ſort of merchandize, ———F a price/anfiverable 
to their expectations. „ Di a. Tele Giften doi 
The firſt of theſe means is that which — — 


that on hocount of which ſo many agents were ſent to Europe; ſuch, 


great advantages held out to thoſe: who ſhould: procure” purchaſers; and 
ſo many fictions invented. A great quantity of land was ſold in this 
manner. In making bargains af this kind, as well as iir all others the 
buyer and iſeller endeayoured to make the moſt advantageous conditions. 
The periods of payment are generally ſhort; at leaſt a large part of the 
purchafe-money is paid down at tlie concluſion of the bargaint The 
conditions impoſed by the ſtates in the contracts of ſale ate binding u hονν 
the new purchaſer; but very oſten the ald purchaſer remains reſponſible; 
in caſe of their not being fulſilled by the ne one. Phe new purchaſers 
become ſpeculators themſelves; and in order to turn their new property 
to account, have recourſe to the ſame menns that — — by 
thoſe. of whom they bought it. 9 585 g 5 Nit lt an 
Land is ſold in ſmall parcels in ſeveral W 1 Wr i 16:63 
Either out and out for ready money; acheter erte, is mat 
unfrequent, iti» net we moſt commn ne 7 
Or out and out, but to be paid for by Wenn ab caſe the 
latter does not deliver tho title deeds tilb after che purchaſe · monoy is En- 
tirely paid; and retains a right of q; ecting the new ſettler from his Jail, 
if the canditions of payment, and all others appettaining to the Hargain, 
(which: 
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rhich generally comſiſts of am obligation to clear a number o 
acres) he not fulfilled.) | Sometunes tho ſeller only requires a ſmall part 
of the price of the land in ready money; ) and'/ theriland remains ſubſect 
to a perpetual rent, e 
ſer is not always at liberty to redeem... gaga. 
Sometimes he fel 0vmther-icatienates only hora cen number of 
years for inſtance, twelve or fifteen; and in moſt of theſe bargains the 
purchaſer binds himſeif to perform/ta:certain''namber' of days work in 
perſon; at the requeſt of the ſeller; to clear annually a certain number of 
acres, or to build houſes; and all theſe improvements revert to the ſeller, 
ſhall here remark, by the way, that this kind of ſale for a limited time, 


tions of the legiſlature, in a country as yet not very rich, and where every 
body is an elector. It is accordingly acknowledged that it does give ſuch 
influence, und it is known chat ſuch or fuch Wt can is aa of by 
many ſeats lin thelegiature of his ſtute. Nn. ae 
As yet, however, theſt cxamples are — Almo all the 
rent landed proprietors endeavour to get ſome purchaſers of ſmall lots to 
ſettle upon their eſtates; becauſe, by 3 ſome 1 _ 
. fl Dt Dat og wen 
Tho third mean, that of waiting nden bas niiſed'the Weed 
iodhe rewe rat proprietors, who have not been able to employ the 
two others. With ſome, however, it is a mere calculation; a calculation 
ſo much the more dangerous, as the ambition of the proprietor inereaſes 
with the riſe in the price, in caſe ſuch a riſe tale place; and as that riſe 
is far from being certain, and as there is already a number of examples of 
; proprietors who, in the following year, would have been glad to fell at 
the price that they had refuſed the year, before. They are, however, not 
the more inclined to take the price that is then offered them, becauſe it 
is lower; they rather wiſh to walt for the price which they have refuſed. 
Thi is the way in which every kind of ſpeculation is in general con- 
Aucted. A great profit does not ſuffice, when we flatter ourſelves that 


WC 
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we ſhall obtain a greater ſtill, We are but too apt to flatter ourſclyes z 
and it ſometimes. happens that at laſt we obtain nothing at all. 
Speculations in land have been the means of making great fortunes ix 
America; but they have alſo occaſioned more diſtres,; total ruin, and 
are ſome remarkable examples, among an infinite number of others of 
leſs note, but not leſs certain. - For, prudence has no mote, been the guide 
of theſe ſpeculators than of others; nor are there any which have been 
more generally adopted, nor which have been a greater ſouree of decep- 
tion. The lands in America are alſo the branch of trade which has given 
occaſion to the greateſt number of law-ſuits ; as well on account of the 
titles as of the limits, and of the fulfilment of the conditions of ſale.  - 

The moſt certain, as well as the moſt advantageous means of deriving 
profit from a great extent of new land in America, is, for the purchaſer to 
begin clearing it of himſelf; to attract inhabitants as ſpeedily as. poſſible, 
by giving them, at a low rate, and even for. nothing, if neceſſary, a num- 
der of acres ſufficient for the maintenance of their ſamihy; to ere& mills, 
make bridges and roads; to build houſes even; and to encourage, in every 
way, the efforts of nn W en ſacri- 
fices in the firſt inſtance. 

There is no . e wth intiley 
gence, and to a ſuitable extent, not having irapidly-mercaſed-the value of 
the land reſerved by the proprietor, and ſpeedily enriched him, by attract - 
ing great numbers of emigrants from other countries. Many of theſe 
brilliant ſucceſſes may be quoted; and among them that of the Dutch 
company, which is ſłil fully directed by a Mr. CAaSESORE ; but no one's 
ſucceſs eee eee, eee the 
Geneſſee. 13 bi vgn 
This honourable and — n n thi pot- 
Glee quantity of new land; requires indeed a command of 
money; and there are very tew ſpeculators in land Who have any. Fhoſe 
who have, are not inclined to withdraw it from the buſineſs of ſtock- 
1 from which they get a return three or tour times a year, with 
great 
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great profits; but more commonly they have none. Very often, indeed; 
theſe ſpeculations; are carried on without the ſmalleſt capital; or elſe hy 
merchants, ſhopkeepers and workmen, who habe occaſion for _ 
money-in trade; for as I ſaid before, every body deals in lande. 
Theſe means are, however, bocotming more neceſſary than they _—_ 
been hitherto. The buying of land is no longer ſo much the faſhion ; 
and the commodity abounds the more in the market, in proportion as 
eommereial operations are leſs ſucceſsſul, and as private fortunes are de- 
cayed. The numerous deceptions which the Europeans have expe- 
rienced in the purchaſe of American lands, have brought them into great 
diſcredit in Europe. France advances much more rapidly than was ſup- 
poſed. to be poſſible, towards a ſtate of complete tranquillity, which; muſt 
make it once more a comſortable abode. The derangement of many 
French fortunes by means of the revolution, will bring a great number of 
eſtates to ſale. Commerce and the manufactures will alſo afford great 
and advantageous room for foreign capitals. It will be the ſame ſucceſ- 
ſively, with the: other European States, if they are doomed to experience 
the miſchieſs of a revolution; and if ſome European capitaliſts ſhould 
think that a part of their fortune would be laid out with more ſafety 
beyond the Atlantic than elſewhere, they would probably prefer the 
veſting of it in the American funds to the purchaſe of diſtant lands. 
For every one in Europe muſt now be aware, that no man ſhould now 
buy land mee — by himſelf, or by ſome of 
his particular friends. 2773-2330 96 unit Dome 
The quantity of land upon ſale in che United Statesis ima Tran- 
quillity is not ſo completely eſtabliſhed there as it appeared to be two 
mocracy has made as great and as rapid progreſs in the country, as the 
{pirit of ariſtocracy has in the towns. Although the proportion of pro- 
prietors is incomparably greater there than in any part of Europe, there 
exiſts a. certain number of non- proprietors; and every body thinks he 
has a right to have an eſtate. + The murmurs againſt the poſſeſſors of 
a great number of acres of land, which they keep in their own hands, 
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till they think they can get a ſufficient price, and thus put the purchaſe 
of it beyond the reach of theſe non- proprietors, begin to be ſomewhat 
violent; for every body knows the low price which theſe poſſeſſors of 
great maſſes of land originally paid ſor them. Many families ſettle 
without title or permiſſion upon theſe large properties, and their number 
ſometimes renders it very difficult to eject them. The judgments of the 
tribunals which orders them off the land, cannot often be put in execu- 
tion, becauſe public opinion begins to be very ſtrong againſt the holding 
of ſuch large tracts of land, which is already called a monopoly. I could 
quote ſeveral examples of this; but it is not my purpoſe here to enter 
into particulars. Although many members of the legiſlature are them- 
ſelves great landholders, the legiſlatures can no longer prolong the periods 
of payment, and alter the conditions of ſale. ' In many ſtates, the un- 
_ cultivated land begins to be already ſubject to taxes; as yet indeed they 
are taxed very low; but the time approaches when thoſe taxes will in- 
creaſe; and when the legiſlatures, perceiving that it is the intereſt of their 
ſtate to attract thither a greater population, will find, perhaps, that it is 
good policy to raiſe, the taxes even higher than that of the.. cultivated 
land, till a certain proportion of their extent at leaſt is cleared, in order 
to render the ;pofleflion of theſe lands burthenſome to thoſe who keep 
too great a quantity in their hands, and thus to make it theit own in- 
tereſt ſpeedily to parcel them out. All theſe circumſtances render it 
more neceſſary than ever for the great holders of land to take the 
ſpeedieſt means of turning it to . and muſt conſequently tend to 
diſcourage this kind of ſpeculation. 34 101 709 
This ſtate of things is, no doubt, a one for Wannen; 
tors in land, and for thoſe, who poſſeſs great maſſes of it. Hence pro- 
bably many of them will find themſelves deceived in their calculations, 
and many of their fortunes will be deranged. But this is nothing in 
compariſon With the national proſperity that. will reſult from the clear- 
ing and occupying of the uncultivated and deſert lands, whether the 
ſettlets have bought, them of the wen or Whether they have 


n the poſſeſſion of them. 5 abs „ 
Vol. II. 41 The 
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The land in America is in general good, and only requires to be tilled 
to afford an ample produce. The population increaſes, as has already 
been ſeen, in an almoſt incredible proportion ; and the people in Ame- 
rica are not deterred from the clearing of waſte land, either by attach- 
ment to their natal ſoil, by the greatneſs of the diſtance, or, in ſhort, 
by any difficulty whatever. The federal government of the United 
States, or, more properly ſpeaking, the Union, poſſeſſes alſo in the Weſ- 
tern Territory, north of the Ohio, a quantity of land which is ſuppoſed to 
amount to ten or twelve millions of acres. The congreſs, in May 1796, 
ordered theſe lands to be ſurveyed, and divided into townſhips of ſix 
miles ſquare each. One half of theſe townſhips are to be alternately 
divided into ſections, containing each about ſix hundred and forty acres ; 
and then the whole is to be ſold by townſhips or by ſections. This ſale 
is to be 3 by the governor and me of the weſtern ter- 
22 8 
Seven roms of townſhips at a little diſtance from Pietfburgh, in the 
dune territory, had been ſurveyed by order of the old congreſs, which had 
alſo ordered the ſale of them; but it had only been effected in part. The 
congreſs by the ſame law of 1796, ordered this land alſo to be ſold, under 
the direction of the ſecretary of the treaſury, who fixed the loweſt price 
at two dollars per acre; It was to be ſold by auction; à depoſit of fifty 
per cent was to be made within thirty days after the purchaſe, and the 
other fifty a year aſter, under the penalty of diſpoſſeſſion, in regard to 
ſuch purchaſers as did not fulfil theſe conditions. In requiring fo ſpeedy 
a payment for theſe lands, and in keeping them at fo high a price, the 
intentions of the congreſs were to render great ſpeculations more difficult. 
But, by a report the ſecretary of the ' treaſury made at the end of laſt 
January, it appears that this condition, and the price fixed by the con- 
greſs, kept away a great many purchaſers, ſince no more than forty- 
nine'thoaſand acres, out of about ſix hundred and eighty thouſand, had 
been fold, and the ſeven rows of townſhips, with the ſale of which he 
was charged. The congreſs, however, made no change in the law of 
the : preceding year, except by TE ſtock to be taken in payment of 
ttbeſe 
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theſe lands at its current value at the time of the purchaſe. But it did 
not diminiſh the fixed price, nor enlarge the time of. payment; and it 
acted wiſely. The fineneſs of the country, the goodneſs of the land, the 
mildneſs of the climate, and the facility of communication, leave no 
doubt but that they will be ſettled in no great ſpace of time. The na- 
tural emigration from the northern ſtates, which are the moſt populous 
of all, conſtantly take a weſtern direction. It is impoſſible to aſcertain 
what 1s the annual number of emigrants who paſs the Alleghany Moun- 
tains; in ſome years it had amounted to thirty thouſand fouls; and I 
have heard it eſtimated at an average at fifteen thouſand a year, but 
without any certain data being aſſigned. However this may be, it is 
conſiderable, and will become much more ſo, in proportion to the in- 
creaſing population of the United States. 

The greater number of theſe emigrants have hitherto directed their 
ſteps to Kentucky, and to the Tenneſſee country; but ſome always re- 
main in Pennſylvania, and a great many already proceed to the Weſ- 
tern Territory, where the land will increaſe, in proportion as the In- 
dians are obliged, by the approach of the whites, to abandon the ter- 
ritory Which they ſtill occupy, and which the United States will not fail 
to purchaſe. 

It is poſſible, and even probable, that the congreſs will be obliged to 
give the purchaſers of theſe lands more time for payment. It will be a 
reſource of great importance for the diminution of the national debt, to 
which it is irrevocably deſtined ; and perhaps at a period not very diſtant, 
the Weſtern Territory will be the moſt populous, the beſt cultivated, * 
one of the moſt * ſtates of the Union, 


MILITARY ESTABLISHMENT OF THE UNITED STATES. 


The inſtitution which gives the preſident of the United States the 
chief command of the forces by land and ſea, as well as of the militia of 
the different ſtates, when employed in the ſervice of the confederacy, 


reſerves to the congreſs the power of making laws for the adminiſtration 
v9 412 and 
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and diſcipline of the forces by land and ſea; that of employing the ne- 
ceſſary means for the embodying of the militia ; for the purpoſe of put- 
ting in execution the laws of the Union; repreſſing inſurrections, and 
repelling incurſions; has alſo the power of regulating the organization, 
arming, and diſcipline of the militia, and the conduct of ſuch part of the 
militia as is employed in the ſervice of the United States, leaving to each 
of the ſtates the appointment of officers, and the training of this militia, 
in conformity to the rules of diſcipline preſcribed by the congreſs. 

A law of the 13th of May 1700 has fixed the military eſtabliſhment 
of the United States, and reyoked all thoſe previouſly made upon that 
ſubjeet, | 

It is compoſed of a body of Aae and engineers, of two companies 
of light dragoons, who are to ſerve on foot or on horſeback, according to 
the will of the preſident, and of four regiments of infant᷑ry. 

The corps of artiHery and of engineers, conſiſting of ſeven hundred 
and ſixty-four men, is divided into four battalions, and each battalion 
into four companies. Each company is commanded by a captain, two 
heutenants, and two cadets ; each battalion by a major; and the whole 
corps by a'licutenant-colonel, who has an adjutant-general under him. 

Each company of dragoons is compoſed of fifty-two privates, eleven 
ſerjeants, corporals, ſaddlers, farriers, and trumpeters; and is commanded 
by a captain, two lieutenants, and a cornet. 

The ſtaff of each regiment of infantry is compoſed of a lieutenant- 
colonel, two majors, an adjutant, a pay-maſter, a Tn a ſur- 
geon, and two aſſiſtant· ſurgeons. 

Each company is commanded by a captain, a lieutenant, and an en- 
ſign, and is compoſed of ſixty- two . corporals, ſoldiers, and mu- 
ſicians. 

The army conſequently conſiſts 1 two thouſand ſeven Bundred and 
ſeventy- four ſerjeants, muſicians, ſoldiers, dragoons, and artillery- men. 

According to the above law, the ſtaff of the army was compoſed of a 
major - general, with two aides- de- camp, a brigadier- general, and a major 
Ry but this part of the law e of May 

1797. 
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1797, and the ſtaff is reduced to a brigadier-general, a major of brigade, 
arid an inſpector, both choſen by the brigadier-general from among the 
captains, and other officers of the army; a judge-adyocate z-a-quarter- 
maſter, and a paymaſter-general ; which laſt, as well as the aids-de- 
camp, is choſen, by the brigaczer-general from among the . the 
army. & Ser 

The pay of the army conſiſts of money and. a. ba 5 

The brigadier- general receives a hundred and roy dollars on month, 
and twelve rations-a * 

The brigade- major, the inſpector, the. e ab Ss 
maſter, the treaſurer, and the aids-de-camp, twenty-four dollars and * | 
rations, beſides their pay as officers in the line. 

The lieutenant- colonels commandant, en dollars and fre ra 

tions. 1 

The majors of artillery, ba- e dollars * five captions; 8 

The majors of inſantry, fifty dollars and five rations. lade 

The captains, forty dollars and three rations. 7 

The lieutenants, thirty dollars; the pom a cornets,, ea. -fre 
dollars; and each three rations... = | | 

The ſurgeons, forty-five dollars and tliree 1 5 2 

The aſſiſtant ſurgeons, thirty dollars and two rations. 

The paymaſters, quartermaſters, and adjutants of regiments, 3 an 
alſo be taken from among the officers. of the line, receive, EEE 
of their pay as officers of the line, ten dollars a month- os | 

The brigadier-general, when he is commander in chief, * all the 
officers detached on particular commands, receive double the rations 

which are allowed for their rank when they are not in command. 
The . and the nden receive bc. 
lars per month. fy 
The maſter of the —— as the hen ſeeants, ſeven dollars... 
The corporals, ſix. | 12 4 
The muſicians, five. 


The privates, four. 
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The workmen attached to the regiment, nine. 
I be nurſes to the hoſpital, eight. 
All receive only one ration. rs 

The ration conſiſts of a pound af bor or ae eden of a * af 

3 pound of bread or flour, half a gill of rum, brandy, or whiſky; 
and of a quarter of a pound of ſalt, a quart of vinegar, two pounds of 

ſoap, and a _ of candles, to * divided between every hundred ra- 

ions. 2 

The rations are ihe furniſhed 3 in kind, or paid in money, according 
to the common ne the articles in the country where the troops arc 

quartered, 

Forage is alſo paid in money to thoſe officers its are entitled to it 
by law ; but at a fixed price, which is ſixteer dollars per month for tlie 

brigadier- general; twelve for the quartermaſter, inſpector, treaſurer, and 
lieutenant- colonels; ten for the majors and aides-de- camp; eight for the 
captains of dragoons; ſix for the heutenants and cornets; ten for the 
| ſurgeon ; ſix for * MIR, Err en and quartermaſter of 
the regiment. 

The eee buen ae ee * privates, are, independently of 
their pay and of the ration, each to be furniſned annually with a hat, a 
waiſtcoat, four pair of pantaloons (two of woollen, two of linen), four 
pair of ſhoes, four ſhirts, four pair of Wann a blanket, a ſtock 
with a claſp, and a pair of ſhoe-buckles. 

They are enliſted for five years, and they receive e of ſixteen 
* of which only are paid them till they join the regiment. 

e ede ee mne nee r 
man they enliſt. 

-'-Delhrtcrs ans puniſhed by Lin emen — ond condemned to 
ſerve a new and complete term of enliſtment from the day of their ſen- 

tence. Perſons who. either conceal or aſſiſt them in - deſerting, are 
puniſhable by a fine of thirty dollars, and RW ta will vefore the 
common courts of juſtice. | 

The military are tried by courts-martial, the ſented of which muſt 

be 
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be approved by the preſident of the United States. Every officer or 
foldier, on entering into the ſervice, takes and fignsth& oath of allegiance 
to the United States, and of obedience to the prefident, 2 | 
cers, according to the rules and diſcipline of War. 

The law, having for its object to eſtabliſn an uniform ad 
out the whole extent of the United States, was enacted in the month of 
May 1792. It declared every male and free inhabitant of the United 
States, from the age of eighteen to that of forty-five, liable to ſerve ; ex - 
cepting all public officers; all perſons employed in the ſervice of the 
poſt-officez and in that of the ferries: acroſs the rivers; ſeamen in active 
DSTI, who 80 be 2 by the laws WIR: 
ſtates. 

The fame law direQs the militia to be firmed hmm dees e : 
regiments, and companies. It regulates the number of officers in each 
of theſe diviſions ; preſcribes the formation of a company of. grenadiers 
per battalion, and of one of artillery and another of cavalry per diviſion. 
Theſe two companies are to be compoſed of volunteers, clothed and 
mounted at their e eu Wranmmmmme 
at his own coſt. 
| An hege genen for een count an keep wall ofthis mill, | 
and of the ſtate of its equipment. * 
An inſpector for every brigade is chigedwich de Gele . 
militia at the time it is ernbodied; nnen to the 
'gorernor of the ſtate. $2 rern ial | HY 0 

A law, of January 1795, fixes n ee eee 
{ervice of the Mt R includes the expence of cloathing, with which: 
major has nine dollars a month; a corporal, muſician, or drummer, | 
eight dollars thirty - three cents ; a workman, eight dollars; and a private, 
ſix dollurs ſixty-ſr cent. The officers, ſerjeants, and privates of the ca- 
valry, receive forty cents per day for the remount of their horſe, and 
twenty-five cents ſor its keop. The rations; of the militia are the ſume 
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as thoſe of the troops of the line. The officers of the militia receive the 
— — ga: officers in the line. 

Another law, of the 28th of February of the ſame year, authoriſes 
4 preſident of the United States, in caſe of a threatened invaſion on the 
part of any ſoreign power, or of the Indians; or in caſe of an inſurrection 
in the territory of the United States, or of a concerted diſobedience to 
the laws of the Union, to call out the militia of one or more ſtates, in 
ſuch proportion and number as he ſhall think proper. In the firſt of 
theſe caſes, the preſident ſends his orders directly to the ſuperior officers 
or individuals commanding the militia. corps that he wiſhes · to march. 
In the others, he muſt addreſs himſelf to the legiſlature! of the We 
they are aſſembled; or, if not, to their executive power. : 

The militia called out into actual ſervice-on / account of the Uiiited 
Statos, are ſubject to the ſame regulat ons as the army; but no individual 
can be compelled to ſerve longer than three e — 150 
which he preſented, himſelf at the place of aſſembly- £2 
{,,,Courts-martial to try officers or ſoldiers of the 1 _ be com- 
poſed of their on officers: Among the offences of which a militia-man 
may be guilty,, is diſobedience to the orders of the preſident, which is 
puniſhed by a fine, not exceeding a year of the delinquent's pay, nor leſs 
than a month's. Confinement is the puniſnment of 1 of 
_ Fines, which are the only penalties of breaches of diſcipline. 

Although all the militia are bound by the law to provide thediſhres 
with arms at their own expence, and though they are ſubject to a fine if 
they do not, the greater number is generally unprovided when the militia 
is. tobe aſſembled, and particularly when called out ſuddenly upon actual 
ſorxice, The different ſtates, therefore, art now taking meaſures to 

have arms in ſtore for ſuch men as want them at the moment when the 
Kate has occaſion for their ſervices. | But in ſome ſtates they have hardly 
| begun to, procure a ſupply; 3 im all they are tardy in doing ſo and i in none 
is the number complete. The Union has alſo arſenals to ſupply the de- 
Hiiency of thoſe of the; ſtates, when; the militia ãs called out upon its 


ſervice. 


n 
fig BE. 
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fervice. Theſe arſenals ought to contain one hundred thouſand Rands 
of arms, but do not contain fifteen thouſand ſit for ſervice. Every year 
new ones are-purchaſed ; but every time alſothat theſe arms art given to 
the militia-men, who ought to return them as ſoon ay the time of their 
fervice is expired, as well as the reſt of their aceoutrements, under penalty 
of a fine equal to the value of their arms, or of ſuch part of them as may 
have been left, not a third of them is brought back to the arſenal. 

The fortifications are another branch of the war department ; that is 
to fay, thoſe erected by the Union; but it never ereQs any, except in 
places where the land is entirely given up to it by the ſtate to which it 
belongs. Many of the ſtates, as has already been ſeen, are averſe to this 
ceflion ; and in that eaſe, if they wiſh for fortifications, they can only 
have them at their own expence. Thoſe which the Union eres and 
keeps up are few, and almoſt all incomplete. Good engineers being ſcarce, 
the Americans are obliged to employ ſuch as they can get, who are gene- 
rally foreigners who do not half underſtand their buſineſs; and who are 
generally more attentive to their own intereſt than that of the United 
States. Great plans are drawn; the works are begun at great expence ;. 
there is a want of money the following year; and the fortifications are 
either entirely relinquiſhed, or reduced to fo ſmall a ſcale, that they are 
either good for nothing or at leaſt defeRtive, fo that the e dent the 
preceding year may be faid to be thrown away. 

Portland, in the province of Main ; Portſmouth, in New larepthites ; 
Glouceſter, Salem, Marblehead, in the Maſſachuſets; Newport, in Rhode 
Hland; New York, in the ſtate of New York ; Mud-Ifland, near Phila- 
delphia ; Baltimore, in Maryland; Norfolk, in Virginia; Octecock and 
Wilmington, in North Carolina; Gcorge- town, in South Carolina; Sa- 
vannah and St. Mary, in Georgia, are the only places to be found in the 
iſt of the fortifications of the United States; and he who has ſeen them 
all with his own eyes, knows that very few of them are to remain there. 
© Governor's Iſland, near New Vork; Sullivan's Iſland, near Charleſ- 
ton; and Caſtle Iſland, near Boſton, were to have been fortiſied by the 
Union; but the ſtates to which they belong W to give up the ſove- 

Vor. II. ä 4K reignty 
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reignty of the land; whence it happens that places which at Ga 
_ conſequence to fortify, are not fortified, or at leaſt very incompletely. 
This is attended with danger, not only to the ſtate which refuſes the ceſ- 
ſion of its land, but alſo to the Union in general, ſince the entrance of a 
principal point not being completely deſended, its territory is laid open; 
and ſince it is evident that there are no ſure means of defending a coun- 
try, except thoſe which are the reſult of a whole ſyſtem, calculated to em- 
brace its totality as well as its ſeparate parts; now no ſuch a ſyſtem exiſts 
in the United States. 

The navy is alſo with them a branch of the war ber nmr e This 

navy has as yet no exiſtence. In 1794, the commerce of the United 
States being attacked by the Algerines, the congreſs paſſed a law, autho- 
rizing the preſident to purchaſe or cauſe to be built, four frigates of forty- 
four guns, and two of thirty-ſix. It regulated the number of officers, 
ſailors and ſoldiers, with which theſe frigates were to be manned, and the 
pay of their crews. That of the ſailors, ſays the law, is not to exceed 
twenty- ſeven dollars a month, independently of their allowance, and this 
high pay was neceſſary on account of the ſtill higher wages given at that 
time to ſailors employed in the merchant ſervice. The congreſs granted 
the preſident ſix hundred and eighty- eight thouſand eight hundred and 
eighty- eight dollars for the expences of the conſtruction or purchaſe of 
theſe ſhips. The ſame law enacted, that if the United States made peace 
with the Algerines, the armament was to inſtantly ceaſe. 
In 1796, peace being made with this piratical power, another law of 
the congreſs authorized the preſident to complete the conſtruction only 
of two frigates of forty-four guns, and of one of thirty-ſix, directing that 
the materials in ſtore, which had been deſtined. for the conſtruction of 
the three others, ſhould be preſerved, if it could be done without fear of 
their decaying, or otherwiſe, that they ſhould be ſold. | 

It applied to the completion of theſe three frigates, part of the ſix 
hundred and eighty- eight thouſand eight hundred and eighty- eight dol- 
lars voted for the conſtruction of the fix, and which had not yet been 
expended, and cighty thouſand dollars more, alſo voted in 1790, at the 

: time 
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time when America was apprehenſive of war with England, in order to 
purchaſe and equip ten ſmall. veſſels, for the defence of the coaſts _ 4 
United States. 4 

In the laſt ſeſſion but one; and at the beginning of 1797, the congreſs : 
again granted for this ſame ſervice one hundred and ſeventy-two thou- 
ſand dollars, and ten thouſand dollars more for the pay of the captains, 

In the laſt ſeſſion, in May 1797, one hundred and ninety-ſeven thou- 
ſand ſix hundred and thirty-ſix dollars were demanded, and granted, in 
order to complete this armament. 

According to the eſtimate of the ſecretary at war, the value of the 
materials preſerved of. the frigates that had been- begun, and counter- 
manded, as well as of thoſe in ſtore, amounted-to one hundred and thirty- 
five thouſand. eight hundred and ſeventy- ſour dollars; which: makes the 
total expence of the conſtruction and equipment of theſe three frigates 
one million twelve thouſand fix hundred and fifty dollars, or eight thou- 
fand one hundred and fixty-ſux dollars per gun. | 

This enormous price is owing: 

To the neceſſity of going as far as Georgia to fell the timber, for Which 
purpoſe the government un it adviſable to ſend i) rel from.the 
northern ſtates. 

To the tardineſs with which ſupplies of it were atovided; inſomuch 
that the frigates being laid down, materials were wanting to go on with 
them. They were expected from day to day, and it was oſten neceſſary 
to pay the ſhipwrights for whole months, without their having any work; 
ſor it would have been difficult to procure others, had theſe been diſmiſſed. 

And above all, to the want of economy in the uſe of the materials, to 
the want of ſuperintendance and foreſight, which every where prevails in 
the expences of the war department of the United States; for. it is evi- 
dent, that with more care and regularity, and better management, the 
frigates might have been built at more than a third leſs expence. The 
pay, the victualling and annual repairs of theſe three frigates are eſtimated 
at three hundred and fifty-thouſand dollars. It muſt be nnn that it 

4 K. 2 18; 
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is a very expenſive piece of parade. For what kind of a navy of the Union 
of fixteen ſtates is that which is compoſed of only three frigates ? | 

In this enormous expence, of upwards of a million of dollars, for the 
 conſtruion of theſe three frigates, the expence occaſioned by that which 
the United States give to the Dey of Algiers, by a ſecret article of the treaty, 
is not included. She will coſt about a hundred thouſand dollars, being 
only of thirty-two guns, not being built of cedar and live oak like the 
other three, and being better attended to during her conſtruction, 

The department of the Indians is alſo one of the branches of the war 
department. It is with the ſecretary at war, that the agents employed 
among the Indians correſpond, and it is by him that are tranſmitted the 
aid granted them, by virtue of a treaty with the United States, or the 

' preſents made them by the Union. Theſe Wr — un 
to a hundred thouſand dollars. 
The expences of the war department are defrayed by ſums which the 
congreſs votes every year for that purpoſe, according to the eſtimate that 
is preſented to them by the Ee of the ans A who himſelf receives 
it from the ſecretary at war. 

Sometimes the grant of money for the expences of the war Aj 
is made by a particular aid; ſometimes it is included in the fame act 
which grants all the ſums deemed neceſſary for the total expence of the 
government. But the ſums appropriated to the war department are al- 
ways diſtinMy ſpecified for each article of which they are compoſed ; the 
pay of the troops, proviſions, forage, clothing, equipment of the cavalry, 
purchaſe of horſes, hoſpitals, artillery, expence of offices, Indians, expence 
of the frontiers, ſalaries, military penſions, N of er e 
of ammunition, naval armaments, &c. &c. 

The ſums deſtined to this department were, in 1789, one 1 and 
thirty-ſeven thouſand dollars; in 1790, one hundred and ninety- ſour thou- 
ſand one hundred and forty-four; in 1791, ſix hundred and fifteen thouſand 
four hundred and twenty-one ; in 1792, one million one hundred and ſe- 
denden thouſand five hundred and tweity-ſax'; in 1793, one million one 
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hundred and ſixty- eight thouſand three hundred and ſeventy- five; in 
1704, two million three hundred and ſixty- two thouſand one hundred 
and three; in 1795, two million ſix hundred and thirty-five: thouſand = 
ſix hundred and eighty ; in 1796, one million four hundred and thirty- 
- ſeven thouſand: one hundred; and in 1797, one million five hundred 
and thirty-ſeven thouſand nine hundred and thirty-two dollars. 18 

The great increaſe of the war expences for the years 1794 and 1795, 
reſulted from the Pittſburg expedition, of which I ſhall ſay a few words, 
and which coſt near twelve hundred thouſand dollars. 

In this application of fifteen hundred and thirty deren thouland, nine 
hundred and thirty-one dollars to the expences of the war department, in 
1797, upwards of a million were deſtined for the real and effective ex- 
pences of the army, that is to ſay, pay, proviſions, forage, purchaſe of 
horſes, and hoſpitals. The fortifications are eſtimated at only twenty-four 
thouſand dollars, and yet the army is compoſed of only two thouſand ſe- 
yen hundred and ſeventy- ſour men. There are no corps of militia to be 
ſupported ; for the ſums voted in the. laſt May ſeſſion, in conſequence of 
the fears that were entertained of à war, are not comprehended in this 
eſtimate ; nor even the ſalaries of the ſecretary at war, and of his clerks, 
which are always included among the expences of the civil liſt. 

The known probity of thoſe who have been placed at the head of this 
department, renders all ſuſpicion of their infidelity impoſſible ; and be- 
ſides, the manner in which the diſburſements are made, the formalities 
obſeryed in the iſſue of the public money, which can only be. drawn for 
by bills expreſſive of the caſe to which it is to be applied, preclude: all 
means of mal verſation, at leaſt to any conſiderable amount But upon 
comparing the exceſſive expences of the war department with the weak- 
neſs of the army, the bad ſtate of the fortifications, and the {mall refult 
of theſe great diſhurſements, we cannot be aſtoniſhed at often hearing 
a great want of intelligence and order imputed to the war department. 
In congreſs the ſecretaries of war have often been xeproached with con- 
ſidering the ſums allotted to their department as a total of which they 


might diſpoſe for the different articles of expenditure, 3 
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the expences of each of them to the ſums ſpecially voted for that purpoſe ; 
with expending, for inſtance, more or leſs for the fortifications than the 
ſam particularly deſtined for their erection or repair; with applying to 
the hoſpitals, clothing, victualling, or any other article of this department, 
the ſurplus ariſing from the ſavings made in the fortifications, or with re- 
trenching from thoſe different articles the ſums applied to the fortifica- 
tions beyond thoſe preſcribed by the law. 

This reproach was particularly made with reſpect to the expences of 
the Pittſburg expedition, for which the ſecretary at war furniſhed the 
ſums granted by congreſs for the particular expences of his department, 
without being able to do fo, otherwiſe than by ſuſpending the different 
payments to which the ſums voted were meant to be applied. 

It ſeems that this reproach, though, ſtrictly ſpeaking, not unfounded, is 
nevertheleſs unjuſt. If the expedition to Pittſburg were neceſſary, if it 
were indiſpenſable to conduct it with celerity, and to carry it to ſo great 
an extent, and if there were a real danger in ſuſpending it, the ſums de- 
voted to it were conſequently the moſt urgent part of the expenditure of 
the United States, ſince the re-eſtabliſhment of public order depended 
upon that expedition: Every delay would then have been a great evil; 
and there was at that time no other means of finding money for it, either 
legal or even poſſible. Beſides, the ſecretary at war and the preſident re- 
mained reſponſible, in caſe the meaſures they deemed indiſpenſable were 
difapproved by the congreſs. 

Here T am naturally led to ſpeak of this expedition, concerning which 
opinions were, and continue to be, much divided. It was at an end before 
I arrived in America, and my travels never carried me into that part of 
Pennſylvania where the inſurrection took place. I can then have no 
other information than that which 1 is to be obtained by converfing with 
the two parties, and reading every thing that has been printed: upon the 

ſubject. 
Nobody can doubt that Gene was then in the counties of Weſtmore- 
land, La Fayette, Waſhington, and of the Alleghanies, a formal oppoſition 
to the collection of the tax upon diſtilleries; an oppoſition which was of 
ancient 


BY THE DUKE DE LA ROCHEFOUCAULT LIANCOURT. 631 


ancient date, and ſupported by force of arms; a combination and con- 
ſpiracy to prevent the payment of that exciſe duty; a known reſolution 
to employ force againſt all thoſe who ſhould either demand that tax, or 
even ſubmit to pay it; every thing, in ſhort, which characterizes an in- 
ſurrection. It has been ſaid that Mr. Hamilton, then ſecretary of the 
treaſury, might have prevented this inſurrection without prejudice to the 
revenue, by not keeping in place, contrary to the will of the country, ex- 
ciſe officers, whoſe characters, harſhneſs, and conduct were reprehenſible; 
and by inſtituting in the early ſtage of the buſineſs a legal proſecution 
againſt the oppoſers of the collection of the tax. His enemies attribute 
this fault to his deſire of provoking a reſiſtance ſo ſtrong, that its repreſ- 
ſion might give more force to this impoſt, of which he was the promoter, 
which congreſs had conſented to with great relutance, and which was 
generally diſliked : they even aſcribed to him the intention of gratifying 
his particular hatred againſt ſome of his perſonal enemies. 
Knowing the diſpoſition of Mr. Hamilton, as I think I hep it, I can- 
not admit the poſſibility of ſuch a reproach ; but even were it founded, 
it would not have been a ſufficient reaſon againſt the expedition at the 
moment it was ordered, when the inſurrection was unequivocal, extenſive, 
and might become formidable. It is only its n or its inutility, 
at that time, that is in queſtion here. 7 

A few years before, an inſurrection, which was alſo cauſed by the non- 
payment of taxes, had taken place in the ſtate of Maſſachuſetts. . 

It was important to put a ſtop to this ſpirit of reſiſtance, fatal to the 
public treaſury, ſtill more fatal to the conſtitution, and for all the bleſſings 
which, in a well regulated government, reſult from the exact obſervation 
of the laws. It was therefore neceſſary to act againſt this inſurrection, 
and to act with means ſufficient to inſure its repreſſion, and to act ſpec- 
dily ; for the courſe of juſtice began to be ſuſpended in theſe cantons ; 
the heat of men's minds was daily increaſing ; the number of the in- 
ſurgents was augmenting, and the commiſſioners. ſent to tbem by the 
preſident had returned without producing the deſired effect; and yet they 


were men highly eſteemed, | üben 
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If the diſorder had not then been ſtifled at its birth, it was not im- 
probable. that it would have found imitators in other parts of the United 
States; and that the Pittſburg inſurrection itſelf would have grown more 
formidable, and have been in the end the germ of ſerious inteſtine diſſen- 
tions, which might, perhaps, have occaſioned a m effuſion of blood be- 
fore they could have been terminated. 

To what degree did Mr. Hamilton, for every body concurs in opinion 
that he directed this operation, to what degree, I ſay, did he proportion 
the means to the neceflity ? This is a point upon which 1 will not un- 
dertake to decide, for the neceſſity was in this caſe a me of differ- 
ent elements. 

In the firſt place it was . to quiet the inlmnedtion it was lle 
neceſſary to intereſt the public opinion in the annihilation of this diſor- 
der, and by that means to prevent its future reproduction. That im- 
portant object could not be better attained than by the calling out of the 
militia of the different ſtates. To employ the different militia of the 
counties of Pennfylvania adjacent to the ſcene of inſurrection, even had 
they all been unanimouſly diſpoſed to ſerve in this cauſe, a thing of 
which doubts might reaſonably have been entertained; to employ them 
alone would have been to riſk the ſowing the ſeeds of diſcord and of ha- 
tred in this ſtate; this danger was averted by calling out upon this ſer- 
vice the militia of the other ſtates. - 

It was beſides a favourable opportunity of win that part of the con- 
ſtitution, which authorizes the preſident of the United States to embody 
the militia, and of proving the attachment of the American people to 
that conſtitution; Such a trial could not have been made under better 
_ auſpices than the preſidency of George Waſhington, who at that: time was 
highly: popular. 

That the private animoſity of Mr. ane had any ſhare 3 in this buſi- 
neſs, as has been ſaid, is what I ſhall never prevail upon myſelf to believe; 
his character oppoſes ſuch an opinion, and the powerful reaſons which: 
were the motive of this * are alone a ſufficient evidence of its 
neceſſity. 
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© It is poflible, and I am inclined to believe, that this expedition, in 
which fifteen thouſand. men were employed, would have been in every 
reſpect equally ſucceſsful with one-third of the force; and that, conſe- 

quently, the immenſe expence which” reſulted from the march of this 
army acroſs a country very little inhabited, and from the ſupplies of pro- 
viſions which it was neceſſary to procure from Philadelphia, might have 
been conſiderably diminiſhed. The exceſs of expences beyond exact ne- 
ceſſity is, no doubt, a great evil in every government. But ſtill it may 
be ſaid, that the diſplay of this great force, that the order given to the 
militia that did not march, to hold themſelves in readineſs to do fo, to 
the number of eighty thouſand men, — the ſubmiſſion of che! in 
ſurgents more prompt and more complete. 8 i 

But whatever may have been the exceſs in the expences, or the hidden 
views of men of influence, the expedition had a deſirable effect in regard 
to all good citizens; an adherence to the meaſures of government, and 
an attachment to the conſtitution, were generally expreſſed; they were 
manifeſted ſtrongly and ſincerely by the federaliſts and anti- federaliſts; 
and although the oppoſite party accuſed ſome of the latter with being 
the promoters of the inſurrection, not one among them could be found 
that was in the ſmalleſt degree implicated in it. Men of different politi- 
cal opinions marched as volunteers in the militia of their ſtate, leaving 
their buſineſs and their families, in order to promote the public welfare. 
All proved that the maintenance of order and a reſpect for the laws were 
unanimouſly conſidered as the duty, as the intereſt of every good citizen. 
Not a ſingle drop of blood was ſpilt, and the general good wiſhes of the 
different parties in the United States, attended this n Wann 
its whole duration of four months. 

I had been a few days at Philadelphia, when the We of that 5 
marched in from this expedition; and I find in a journal that I then kept 
of the impreſſions I received from all the new objects which, ſtruck me, 
that which was cauſed by the arrival of this, militia. I inſert it here. 
The battalions did not come back from this expedition till the be- 
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ginning of December; their return was a real e for the city; not one 
of thoſe\ f#res which we have often ſeen: ordered in Europe by the govern- 
ments; and which: are ſure to be attended with great expence, tumult, 
and diforder ; but of thoſe which the public mind can alone give and re- 
ceive, and perhaps only on a ſimilar occaſion. 

The day of their arrival was announced; their brother Gldiers who 
had remained at Philadelphia; or had already returned from the expedi- 
tion, went in a body to meet them, three miles without the city; almoſt 
all the inhabitants came out of their houſes, either to go and meet the 
troops, or to place themſelves where they were to paſs ; moſt of them 
had to ſee a fon, a brother, a couſin, a friend, or ſome intereſting per- 
ſon : all ſaw in them the defenders of the law, the object of public gra- 
titude. The militia that had left the city, in meeting the others, formed 
their advanced and rear guards; thoſe who were coming back continued 
their march. The crowd that preſſed upon them did not diſturb their 
order; their battalions marched by columns in ranks at five or ſix paces 
aſunder. The men who compoſed them were moſtly young, had a good 
appearance and marched well: they were clothed alike, and carried a 
large knapſack, with which none of them ſeemed fatigued. Their looks 
fought and received with ſatisſaction thoſe which affection and joy ſent 
them from all quarters; but they did not quit their ranks, and the regu- 
larity of their mareh was not interrupted. In this manner they croſſed 
the city amidſt the acclamations of the public. 

The preſident, whoſe houſe lay in their way, came out, received their 
ſalutes, and joined his applauſe to that of the other citizens; and this 
applauſe alone was more gratifying to the battalions than that of all the 
others. Being arrived before the ſtate-houſe, 1 returned their colours, 
and were diſbanded. 

Then their relations and friends, both male and sf got hold of 
theſe ſoldiers who were reſtored to them. The recollection of the fear 
that was entertained at their departure of the dangers they were about 
to run, augmented the pleaſure of ſeeing them again, although they had 


not 
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not incurred any; they were hugged, kifled, and led to their homes; 
every one had about him a little groupe compoſed of perſons to whom he 
was the moſt dear; and thoſe citizens, who feelingly exulted in the 
peace and happineſs which theſe children of the country were about to 
find again in the boſom of their families. Europeans or Americans, no- 
body was inſenſible to this ſpectacle, which was equally affecting and 
ſublime. Tears fel! from ſeveral eyes. 

Such is the exact account of this fire, where thoſe who were pre- 
ſent felt more happineſs than gaiety, and where public welfare muſt 
have received the aſſurance of finding again, whenever there was a ne- 
ceſſity for it, the ſame eee as _ which 1 _ thus recently 
eee | 


CON NEXIONS WITH THE IN DIANS. . 


The law whoſe object is to regulate the intercourſe between the mw 
zens and the United States with the Indian tribes by whom they are 
ſurrounded, was enacted in May 1796. It is to continue in force dur- 
ing the ſpace of only two years, as was the cafe with the former laws 
on the ſame ſubje& ; but it contains regulations more ſtrongly marked 
with liberality and juſtice, and more ener laid r. oma _ * 
thoſe which preceded .. 

By this law it is eovided tf that the preſident ſhall cauſe the bounda- 
ries between the territory of the United States and that occupied by the 
different tribes bordering on them, to be aſcertained and ene 15 
_— as poſſible. 

All inhabitants of the United States are forbidden to hunt in or carry 
off cattle from any part of the territories acknowledged by the treaty as 
the property or poſſeſſion of the Indians, on Law of bs ne dollars 
fine and ſix months impriſonment. 

They are prohibited on pain of fifty dollars fine and fix win im- 
priſonment, to enter the territory of the Indians ſouth of the Ohio with- 
out a paſſport from the governor of ſome one of the ſtates, or from the 


military commandant of ſome of the poſts pr nee. to that — 
ere wh Every 
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Every robbery, fraud, or other crime of what nature ſoever, commit- 
ted againſt an Indian by an inhabitant of the United States and within 


the territory of the United States, is puniſhed by a fine of a hundred 
dollars and twelve months' impriſonment, beſides a reſtitution of the 0 


perty taken or deſtroyed, or its value. 

If the. delinquent be unable to pay the value, the United States be- 
come reſponſible for it ; provided however that the aggrieved Indian 
have not himſelf taken vengeance. for 1 ee in which caſe, v4 | 
reſtitution is not to be made. 

Any inhabitant of- the United States who forms or endeavours to bum 
a ſettlement for himſelf in the Indian territory, is to be recalled from it by 
the preſident of the United States, to pay a fine of a thouſand m 
and ſuffer twelve months impriſonment. 

Any inhabitant who kills in the Indian territory an Indian belonging 


to any tribe in mit with hs "I — is to ſuffer n 2 


ment. 
All trade with the Indians is prohibited without permiſſion Kan the 


principal agent-of the United States on the frontier of the Indian'terri- 


tory where ſuch trade is tobe carried on: and thoſe who have ob- 
tained permiſſion for that purpoſe, are ſorbidden to purchaſe from the 
Indians any of the a IRR of 3 bee t. wear or agri 
culture: 

They N — — hy e or — any -white-man reſid- 
iog among them, . purchaſe any horſe, without expreſs — from 
the principal agent. | 

This law ſubjects the Indians to-the ſame — reſp to 
the white people. | 

An Indian guilty of any crime may. as) apprehended ii the terri- 
tory of the United States. 

If he eſcape, the inhabitant who bs dh de a him is to his 
his complaint, accompanied by a circumſtantial. detail of particulars, be- 
fore the agent of the United States, who is to demand reparation of the 
nation or tribe to which the offending Indian belongs, and to acquaint 
e preſident with the reſult of his demand. 

It 
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If reparation is not made, the injured party is indemnified from the 
treaſury of the United States; and the ſum thus applied is deducted from | 
the ſubſidies granted by the United States to that tribe. 

The courts of the United States, and alſo, when the cauſe is not ca- 
pital, the courts of the individual States, take cognizance of all thoſe 
offences, even when they have been committed within the territories be- 
Tenging to the Indians. . * | 

The troops of the United States ſtationed on the Indian Suntice; are 
braid to arreſt delinquent white men even in the Indian territory; and 
ſuch delinquents are to be en in any part of the United States 
where they may be found. 

This law, Wwhich'is wiſe and juſt in its proviſions, is „a nen being 
punctually executed. The extremity of the United States bordering on 
the territory of the Indians. is inhabited by a ſet of men who are in hof- 
tility with them. Avidity, and the deſire and intention of plundering 
them, are the motives which induced them to chooſe the frontier as the 
place of their ſettlement, and the ſources of that conſtant 1 which 
they bear to the Indians. 1 

This claſs of inhabitants are; by ths report of” every didnt who is 
not one of themſelves, the very worſt ſet of men in all America, andi 
perhaps in the whole univerſe. The ſentiments and even the very idea 
of honeſty and humanity are unknown to them. They are all plunder- 
ing ferocious banditti ; and none but very flight ſhades of diſerimination 
are obſervable between them in this reſpect: it therefore moſt com- 
monly happens that neither accuſers nor witneſſes nor juries can be found 

for the proſecution of a white man guilty of a e or crime en 
an Indian. 

The Americans, eloccially thoſe on the ae no more conſider an 
Indian as a man than certain Weſt- Indian un believe a 1 to be- 
long to the human ſpecies... 

The oppreſſions, the uſurpations, the crimes committed wa the whites - 
3 the Indians are therefore never puniſhed: at leaſt the inſtances of 
- puniſhment are ſo rare that it would be difficult to quote even a ſingle one. 
1 The 


\ 
' 
| 
} 
| 
| 
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The Indian on the other hand, haraſſed and plundercd, contracts the 
habit of robbery and pillage of which he ſees the example. and is himſelf 
the victim: and as, according to the practice among ſavages, he extends 
his vengeance to every individual of the ſame colour with the perſon who 
has injured him,—the whites, even if there were any leſs inclined than 
others to plunder and hatred of the Indians, would aſſume that diſpoſi- 
tion through hatred, or as a meaſure of ſafety. The Indians likewiſe 
Jay that it is the worſt claſs of their tribes who habitually continue near 
the frontiers. 

The government of the United States does not poſſeſs ſufficient 
{ſtrength to repreſs thoſe irregularities; the governments of the individual 
ſtates do not attend to them: every perſon ſpeaks of this dreadful ſtate of 
things as-principally and originally ariſing from the lawleſs aggreſſions of 


the whites : but as the evil is habitual, and ſo inveterate, that It is not 
caſy to diſcover a remedy for it, people ſpeak of it without horror. 


Thus it is impoſſible even to foreſee any end to the cruel oppreſſions 
exerciſed over the Indians by the avidity of the American frontier ſettlers. 
I muſt add, that there are few Americans who do not entertain a waſh, 


and even the deſign if they were able to accompliſh it, of driving the In- 


dians acroſs the Miſſiſſippi, and even to the South Sea, which to the 
unreflecting ambition of many among them, appears the only boundary 
that ought to limit the extent of the United States. 

Another law, enacted in April of the ſame year 1796, and whoſe au- 
ration is in like manner confined to two years, eſtabliſhes a trade with 
the Indians in the neighbourhood of the United States, under the autho- 
rity of the preſident. 

A hundred and fifty thouſand dollars are —— to the trade, of 
which the objects are to furniſh the Indians with ſuch ſupplies and imple- 
ments as their wants require, and to purchaſe from them 1kins and furs. 

The law directs that the prices of the articles fold to the Indians be fo 
regulated as barely to prevent the United States from loſing any part of 


their capital. It reſtrains the agents employed in this trade from trat- 


ficking directly or indirectly on their own account; it forbids them to 
cheat 
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cheat the Indians; and ſubjects them to fines of different magnitude in pro- 
portion to the nature of the offences by which they tranſgreſs theſe regu- 
ations. The diſtrict courts of the ſtates where the ſtore-houſes are eſta- 
bliſhed for their commerce, take cognizance of theſe offences. 

| Whoever is acquainted with the temper of thoſe who treat with the 
Indians, may be affured that the liberal proviſions of _ * are not 
punctually reduced to practice. 

Here a word may be ſaid concerning the civilization of the Indians. 

Whether civilization be a good or an evil to thoſe who live in the im- 
menſity of woods neceſſary to their ſubſiſtence, is a queſtion wwe 
metaphyſical, which I have no intention to diſcuſs. 

But that Indians deſpoiled of nineteen parts out of twenty of their ter- 
ritory, and confined amidſt white people in a foil incapable of fupplying 
the wants of their ſavage life, ſhould be civilized, is an inconteſtible truth, 
for in ſuch a ſituation it is neceſſary either to attempt their civilization 
or their deſtruction, and the latter alternative cannot yet be openly 
avowed. 

It is an eſtabliſhed opinion in America, even among | thoſe who 
appear the moſt exempt from prejudices, that the Indians can never be 
civilized ; that the ſtricteſt education, the moſt aſſiduous and perſevering 
cares cannot deſtroy their ſavage habits, to which they recur with the 
moſt ardent paſſion, from the tranquillity and from the manners of the 
white people; and an infinite number of examples are cited of Indians 
who, brought up at Philadelphia, at New York,” and even in Europe, 
never ceaſed to ſigh after their tribe, and quitted every thing to go and 
rejoin it whenever a favourable opportunity offered itfelf. So that 
aſſertion, ſupported by ſo many examples, becomes a received truth. 

Yet there is no reaſoning which can enforce the belief of this pretended 
truth, and the proofs of the facts which are brought to ſupport it are not 
of a nature to flence inquiry. The Indians whoſe education has been 
attempt id. or faid to be, had already paſſed ſome years of their life in the 
tribe to which they belonged; tranſported alone from their ſpecies into 
the midſt of white people different in language, habits and in colour, 

* and 


640 - / TRAVELS IN"NORTH AMERICA, ' 90 


and often even in clothing, they became as it were iſolated, they were 
regarded by the whites as a different ſpecies of men; they did not attempt 
even to make them forget that they were from a nation ſtill exiſting, 
whoſe manners and habits had rivetted their firſt attention and made 
the deepeſt impreſſion upon them; if when arrived at the age of man- 
hood, they ſhould have imbibed for a white woman that affection which 
naturally created the deſire of an union with her, the difference of co- 
lour became almoſt an inſurmountable obſtacle. Is it to be wondered then 
that theſe Indians ſhould wiſh to return to their tribe, of which they had 
{till the moſt lively memory, and where alone they were able to find 
companions of ſimilar manners to their own, and thoſe pleaſures which 
cauſe in man an attachment to life. 

The reſult then of theſe examples ſo often quotas is, chat an Indian 
133 in an American college, three hundred miles from his native 
place, cannot but with difficulty throw off his original habits and ceaſe 
to have a preference for them; this is the whole deduction. There are 
in Connecticut, in the State of New Vork, a conſiderable number of 
Indians, both men and women, who ſerve as domeſtics in European fami- 
lies, and in thoſe who are become Americans, who perform their me. 
as well and as faithfully as thoſe of another ſpecies. 

But this is nothing to the civilization of whole nations, which is 
the only object from which any real advantage can be derived ei- 
ther to themſelves or to ſociety in general. The great difficulty which 
attends the reformation of the moſt trifling habits of a poliſhed people, 
of a family, and even of an individual, ſufficiently demonſtrates the 
obſtacles which attend the civilization of a ſavage race; and yet in the 
midſt of our great. ſocieties, the lights ſurrounding a poliſhed people, 
families and individuals, afford an ample and powerful aid to the buſineſs 
of reform. N 

It is only then by continual aſſiduities, applied according to circum- 
ſtances, and prolonged for many ſucceſſive generations, that this entire 
civilization can be effected, and even then only gradually. | 

The conviction of the utility of ſuch a work i 1s neceſſary to the ſur- 


mounting 
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mounting the obſtacles which oppole it, and to triumph with certainty, 
It neither belongs to my ſubject nor to the intention of this work, to 
ſhow the particular means by which this event may be accompliſhed ; 
the underſtanding and courage of the friends of humanity will eaſily 
point them out; but individuals and even ſocieties will ever be unable to 
work this uſeful change, unleſs the governments of the territories which 
Indian tribes inhabit wilb contribute all in their power to effect it. But 
this can only be the reſult of their firm conviction of che advantages of 
ſuch efforts, and hitherto none of the American governments have ap- 
peared to be penetrated with this conviction; on the contrary, every 
one regards the lands left to theſe: poor Indians. as an appendage of their 
own ſovereignty, as a kind of loan which their kinꝗqͥneſs has made with this 
miſerable race; they are in their eyes ene — OTTER 
not to remain a long time in their territory. , 
Such ideas, more or leſs avowed, nurſed by a dür for gain, caſt at a 
diſtance the project of civilization, and give conſiſtenee to the prejudices 
upon which the belief is . — that it is impoſſible to civiſize the In- 
dians. Tmret bh ca hirn 161 Srog e ti nit ao}: Abe e 
Nevertheleſs ſome . the Oneidas, for example, in the ſtate of 
New York, and ſome; others in Canada, are conſiderably advanced to- 
wards a ſtate of civilization; they labour, cultivate the earth, traffic, and 
are ſenſible of the nęceſſity of civilization. The Quakers and Moravians 
carry the principles of reform among the furtheſt tribes; but ' their res 
ſpeRable efforts cannot be very uſeful,” or at moſt not completely ſo, 
without the influence and direction of government. The civilization of 
theſe, people ought to be the work of the legiſſature and general admini- 
ſtrations; it. is above the efforts of particular charity and affiſtance. The 
beneſicent ſocieties juſt mentioned might be uſefully employed in it, 
having been for ages ſuſceptible of long patience and unalterable courage, 
ia neceſſary to ſueceſs; but, as was ſaid before, they cun only be em- 
ployed, as inſtruments for this purpoſe by enlightened governments, who, 
convinced that the civilization of the Indians living/near- the frentiers ts 
a benefit to humanity, a means of augmenting the ſale of the produc- 
Vor- II. 6 4M tions 
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tions of their territory, of increaſing the riches of their citizens and tk 
power of the ſtates, — the — hs > | 
this laudable end. | 

It is this revolution in the ſpieit of the — „ which 
is ſo deſirable, without which even a hope cannot be conceived that this 
work will be effected; it claſhes too much with particular intereſts, 


which, contrary as they arc to me e intereſt, <9. 070i and arc 
attended to as much. DOB e142 + F<} | 


NATURALIZATION. 


The right ain a citizen, or naturalization, which na Notes with 
narrow limits, may find 1t political to grant with difficulty, ought to be 
obtained upon more eaſy terms in a country of great extent and thinly 
inhabited, where the capitals and labour of ſtrangers are neceſſary. 8» 

In 1790 the congreſs fixed two years reſidence in the territories of the 
United States, one of which to be in the ſame ſtate, as a ſufficient con- 
dition to become a naturalized- citizen. The oath made before ſome 
court of juſtice to be faithful to the conſtitution, and to defend it, was the 
only formula required ; and this naturalization of the father imparted the 
fame right to ſuch of his children as were under the age of twenty-one 
when the oath was taken, even if they were born in a foreign country. 
In 1793'the conditions were made more difficult. The inſurrection 
of Pittſburg had taken place a little before, which the government attri- 
buted to the ſtrangers recently arrived from Ireland, who, it was faid, 
formed the greateſt number of the inſurgents, and who, ſo readily to be 
miſled by the factious, ſhewed the certain danger of appointing men to 
places, who had abuſed in ſuch a dangerous manner, the truſt repoſed in 
them. To avoid this evil in future, it was thought neceſſary to make the 
right of voting at elections more difficult to be obtained, which could only 
be done by raiſing the conditions of naturalization: ſo the government 
party reaſoned; the oppoſition party favoured the ſame meaſure, but from 
different motives. The fate of the French revolution was not then fixed ; 

it appeared probable that more than one European ſtate was deſtined to 
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undergo revolutions. The richeſt claſſes, which in Europe are called the 
moſt diſtinguiſhed, were, according to appearances, likely to become the. 
victims of theſe revolutions; many individuals would in that caſe ſeek an 
aſylum in America, and carry with them whatever they could ſave of 
their fortunes; they would alſo bring with them their habits and their 
prejudices, abſolutely contrary to that republican ſpirit which this party 
were ſo deſirous to nurture and reanimate, but bearing a ſtrong analogy 
to that ariſtocratic ſpirit which it accuſed the other party of endeavouting 
to introduce. A higher price being put upon the right of naturalization, 
would render this danger © more diſtant, and 1 diminiſh the —_ 

wag ears wer ar en 3 
nation of the views of two parties. It was good in intention, as was 
proved by the long and warm debates which took n _ Haut it 
in detail, and was deſired by both ſides. | 

By this law, the time required for becoming acitizen of the United 
— — five years reſidence in their territory, of Which one 
muſt have been in the ſtate where the candidate for citizenſhip had taken 
the oath. Three years, at leaſt, before he be admitted to this definitive 
oath, he muſt have preſented himſelf before one of the federal courts of 
juſtice, and have there declared upon oath that he had a ſincere intention 
of becoming a citizen of the United States, and to renounce all depen- 
dence and fidelity upon any prince, ſtate, or ſovereignty whatever, parti- 
cularly upon the prince, ſtate, or ſovereignty of which he was actually a 
ſubject. His definitive. oath, made alſo before a ſederal court ought to 
expreſs the ſame poſitions and renunciation. He is alſo required to re- 
nounce his titles of nobility, n e 
try where he was born, or from whence he arrive. 

It is alſo required that he ſhould . 
tution of the United States. Uarer two oaths are eee in the courts 
where they were taken. 

In order to confer the title of — — «pon the cu _ 
20 .4M2 h were 
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were under the age of twenty-one years at the naturalization of their fa- 
ther, the law of 1793 requires the ſame conditions as that of 17900. 

This refidence of five years, required by the latter law, to become a ci- 
tizen of the United States, is not impoſed upon thoſe who arrived in 

America before its promulgation, ſuch may become ſo two years after - 
re e bee er ee e eren. „ eee 


of NUMBERING THE PEOPLE AND POPULATION. | 


- "The Ankneican conſtitution, when 1t ordained — cnumeration 
of the inhabitants of the United States within the three years ſucceeding 
its acceptation, enacted alſo that the fame enumeration fhould be renewed 
every ten years; and left it to the congreſs to make a law for regulating 
the manner of performing it. ne ug eee on the 
firſt of March, 1790. 
The marſhal of every diſtrict“* 8 . enume- 
ration of the ſtate Where he exerciſed his functions. In this work he was 
authorized to call in What aid and aſſiſtance he might judge proper. He 
was ordered to make a return to the preſident of the United States, di- 
tinguiſhing, in the table of population, the number of free males under 
and over the age of ſixteen years, the tree women and girls of every age, 
and the flaves, ——ů— r — 
* in the liſt of population. 
Every aſſiſtant in enumerating the * — 
aceount to the marſhal; to-afhx it in two or three of the moſt frequented 
places of aſſembly. within his bounds, that it may receive the corrections 
whieh the inhabitants may ſuggeſt, giving an account of the reaſons why 
nen to.be macd. any nap . er N 
2 pus ia 


- This ales jo the == in the counts of juſtice: of —— — — 
in thoſe of particular ſtates; the diſtrict being conſidered as nothing but a ſtate, ſubje& to 


judicial orders, it is the extent and bounds of a judge of a diſtrict, and we have Ur! un- 
der the adele ef he eee chat there is aper mey v m d 1 
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the aſſiſtant, when he is taking his account, the number of his or her fas | 
- mily, or gives in an incorrect one, incurs a ſine of turenty dollars. | The 
aſſiſtant, himſelf, incurs à fine of two hundred dollars if his aceount be 
incorrect, or if it was not returned to the marſhal of the diſtrict at the 
time required. The marſhal is puniſhed by a fine of eight hundred dol · 
2 if he alters the accounts of his aſſiſtants, or omits ſending his own to 
the preſident of the United States at the time appointed. 1 
Every marſhal eee e eee, RAY 
dred dollars, according to the extent of his diſtrict. The aſſiſtant, for his- 
particular trouble, receives a dollar for every hundred and fiſty perſons in 
the country, and the fame for every three hundred perſons in towns, the 
inhabitants of which are contiguous. | Sometimes he receives the fame- 
for every fifty perſons, when the account is taken in places where the in- 
habitants are much ſcattered. The judges of the diſtrict regulate the 
ſum of theſe proportions by the advice, and at the requeſt of the marſhal. 
For every copy of his account * „„ 
ſpection, he is paid two dollars. 17 bt . Dog bernie: 
The whole I „ 
the total expence „ erer e 
is made. TE e 1 1 1 | 
The enumeration of ae props taken in 1701 by dete en ute *. 
announced a population of three millions nine hundred and twenty nine 
thouſand three hundred and twWenty- ſix inhabitants, of which three mil- 
Hons two hundred and thirty-one thouſand fix hundred and twenty- nine 
were free; among whom were fifty-ſeven thouſaud ſeuen hundred and 
even negroes; or perſons of colour, and fix. en. r 0 
thouſand fix hundred and ninety- one fla ves 7 
he inhabitants of the territory of the weſt are not included in this 
number; but the population there is ſo inconſideruble, that if it wert 
added, it would make no important difference in che total number. 
It is debeved upon a ſeries of partial obſervations, alan eee 
of the United States is doubled every fiſteen years; not including in this 
eſtimation the emigration from Europe, which varies annually, and is at 
ꝑreſent 
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preſent much leſs than it was ſome years ſince; but the exact mimber 
cann6t be known, becauſe there is no regiſter kept of them at the different 
places where they arrive at; this emigration conſiſts principally of Iriſh. 
But not to exaggeratc' the increaſe of population in the United States, 1 
do not ſuppoſe it is doubled 1 in leſs than 09 ee" aro that 18 r in the 
hundred every year. 

The population was in 1791; bu e! in tiventy years it will be 
augmented” to eight millions; in forty years to ſixteen; in ſixty years to 
thirty-two; in eighty years to ſixty-four ; and in eighty- five years to 
eighty millions; then the territory of the United States will be peopled in 
the ſame proportion that France was before the revolution. The extent 
of the territory poſſeſſed by the United States, after the war, was ſix 
hundred and forty millions of acres, from which fifty-one millions ought 
to be deducted for lakes and rivers, and then there will remain five hun- 
dred and cighty-nine millions of acres. | 

; Beſides, they have granted to the Indians, whoſe 5 they have ac- 
knowledged, two hundred and twenty millions, which reduced their _—_ 
ſeſſions to three hundred and ſixty-nine millions. 

But by the treaty with Great Britain in 1795, their territory has been 
Week twenty-three millions of acres; ſo that their — 1 18 
0 hundred and eighty-two millions of acres. 

In theſe calculations I have neglected odd —— the Aae 
geographers and land- ſurveyors eſtimate the extent of the territory at 
three hundred eighty-two millions four hundred 1 thouſand 
ſeven hundred and fifty acree. 

France, when the enumeration of the * ee by order of the 
eld aſſembly, contained twenty-ſeven millions one hundred and 
ſixty-nine thouſand inhabitants, and its extent was, at the ſame time, 
(anterior to its conqueſts) twenty-ſix thouſand nine hundred and ſixty 
ſquare leagues, at the rate of two thouſand two hundred and eighty 
toiſes to a league, of which the total is a hundred and thirty-one mil- 
lions two hundred twenty-two thouſand and ninety- five acres. Her ex- 
tent of territory was to that of the United States as nine to twenty-ſix, 
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or very nearly, The United States, therefore, muſt have a population 
of nearly cighty millions of inhabitants to be peopled in the ſame pro- 
portion as France; and it has been ſhewn, that according to the leaſt 
favourable calculations, they may arrive at that ſtate in 1876. 

What an enormous fund, a great and inexhauſtible ſource of proſpe- 
rity muſt ſuch a population afford, particularly when deſtined to be 
ſpread over lands caſy to be made fertile, over a country watered by the 
fineſt rivers, with the means of extend ing the interior navigation to al- 
molt every ſpat. 

It is true that this increaſing progreſſion of population may de di- 
miniſhed by ſeveral circumſtances ; and even that this progreſſion may 
become leſs in proportion as SN arrives to a great number; for 
then -marriages will become. leſs frequent, leſs early, and probably leſs 
fruitful. But it is not neceſſary for the United States to arrive at this 
high degree of population before they profit by the abundance and 1 
neſs of their ſoil, maintain an active induſtry, and nouriſh with their pro- 
duce a ſolid and rich commerce; and ſhould they never reach ſo high as 
to the two-thirds, or at leaſt to one-half, of the population to which it 
appears by calculation they may attain in twenty-five cars, they may be 
more numerous than is neceſſary ſor them to become a rich and reſpect- 
able nation. Bad laws, illiberal or weak principles in the legiſlature or 
government, can alone oppoſe the prof perity, and the e Men 
foe, them. A 
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OF re cod or TEE UNITED STATES. 1 


The United States have a mint ; the * which ordered its eſtabliſh- | 
ment was, made in the month of April 1702. It regulates the diviſion, 
the value, and the ſtandard of the money of the United States. 

The diviſion and value of theſe MONIES are as follow : : 
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| 1 The half-tenth, value ft ſix cents and a quarter. 
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The quarter-eagle, value two dollars and a hüt. of" 


| SILVER _— 
The dollar, value a hundred cents. 582 nn 

The half- dollar, value fifty cents. 

The quarter-dollar, value twenty-five cents. | 
The tenth of a dollar, value lue twelve cents and a half. 


f 00 ; . -. COPPER CcoIN.- 10990 e 5111 nat 

A n dme de saab p er nm i zi ud einen 
The half cent, value the two hundredth of a dollar. | 3 
The weight of theſe is as follows: 

The eagle ought to contain two hundred and are ler grains and a 


: Half of pure gold, or two hundred and ſevency grains of ſtantlard gold, 


Which is thus regulated; eleven parts of pure gold in twelve, and à 
Wem of alloy, of which nearly one-half ought to be of ſil yer. 

The half eagle ought to contain one hundred and twenty-three grains 
and three- fourths of pure gold, or one hundred and thirty-five n _ 
loy gold. 1241 0 

The quarter eagle nt to contain ſixty- one you of pure cold, or 
ſixty-ſeven grams and half of alloy gold. Ar 

The dollar ought to contain three 3 and ſe . grains one- 
Fourth of pure filver, or four hundred andfixtecti grains of alloy ſilver. 
The ſtandard of ſilver is one thbufind four hundred and eighty-five 
parts of pare filver, and one hundred and ferenty. nine parts of alloy, which 
is of pure copper. 142 28 375 e 9:3 . AOMVID T 

The half dollar ought to contain a hundred and eighty-five grains and 
five-cighths of pure ſilver, or two hundred and eighty grains of ſtandard 
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„A quarter dollar ought to contain ninety- tuo 9 — 
of pure ſilver, or one hundred and four grains of ſtandard ſilyer. 101 

Ihc teith of a dollar dqught ro vtain due n ame-eighth 9 

Fm. or fitty-two grains of ſtandard ſil ert.. 

The half-tenth ought to contain eighteen. — — of Wen 


ſilver, oritwentyrſix grains of ſtandard ſilver. D. b. dat asd dint int 
Ihe cent ought ta contain eleven poumyvirights of copper: 01 313K has 
The half- cent ought to contain five and a half.. 


The: gold and filver coin ought, according to law, to bear on ohe ide an 
emblematical figure of Liberty, and upon the other the . a the 
United States, with the words“ United States.” ga- f 
The copper coins, inſtead of the American eagle, bear an ialelpüon 

denominating their value. — lk 

The proportional value between and ſilver when coined, to the 
coin of the United. States, 1s.determined.by comparing one pound of the 
one to fiſteen of the other; that is to ſay, one pound of coined gold is 
equal to fiſteen pounds of coined ſil ver. _ £023 

This Jaw contains alſo all other regulations neceſſary for;the'eftabliſh- 
ment. of the mint, and charges the prefivent to order and overſee the 
expences of buildings, machines, Ne. 44 |. 

All the era of cee are required to make a of theſe 
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The Spaniſh dollar is the 4 piece of foreign coin lch is current 
in, the United States as money, all others, which: hat received a valuation 
by the lav, are only received by weight ſince bf’ ð - ee et 
A report of. a committee of the houſe of repreſentatives ſtated, at the 
beginning of 1795, chat the mint, ſince, its,eſtabliſhment;-hadknot ſtruck 
off in copper coin more than one million eighty- ſeven thouſuand iir 
hundred cents, equal in value to ten thouſand eight hundred and ſc- 
venty- five dollars; and in filver coin no more than thirty- ſour thouſand 
one hundred and ſixty-five dollars. This paucity of the produce of the 
mint is attributed to different embarraſſments and delays which it has 
Ka eee up in the completion of its eſtabliſhment, of which the ex- 


4 o. II. 4 N 5 pences- 


650 \ * / "'RAVBLS IN NORTH AMERICA, 


| pence then amounted ofiycight thouſand three hundred an ninety 
| four dollars. 

| The director of the td adhere e eee 
the year 1795, in his report of its ſtate, at the beginning of his admi- 
niſtration, after ſearching the regiſter, reports, that the pieces of money 
which had been fabricated ſince the foundation of the eſtabliſhment, 


and ſent to the treaſury of the „ GE N mam 
700. were as follow: 


Eagles — — — — 8,875 
Half-eagles — — — — az 
Quarter-eagles — > WP. — 00 

Dollars — — — — 272,941 
Half-dollars — — — — 228,144 
—— — — — 5,894 

Tenths nch An Lake 5 22,138 
Cents — — — — 2,140,732 
Half- cent . n 258,014 | 

Total ** 47,775 er 


. money was ſtruck in the year away This 

eablſteent has hitherto been more area than uſeful $0 the finance 
uf the United States.” 
Aſter deducting. the vidue of che en ecke ma e ds ade 
fury, it had coſt, at the end ef 1796, more than twenty-one thouſand 
dollars; and the ſceretary of the treaſury, in his eſtimation of the expences 
of the year 1797, A mint t to amount to n— 
and dollars. 'D ſs 1 


The „„ in | the United States i etimated ut eight 
millions of dollar de. 4 a %% b 
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'A SHORT ACCOUNT OF THE CLIMATE AND MANNERS or 
THE UNITED STATES, | ” 6 


| The ene ak che — of the United States in bib cded by 
one chain of mountains, under different names: ſome other mountains 
entwine themſelves with this chain at ſeveral points in its extent, but 
their bounds are not extenſive, The long chain which divides the 
United States, runs from north-eaſt to ſouth- weſt. The plains between 
theſe mountains and the ſea are very narrow in the provinces of the 
north; and the amn WW ett ae 

1 ab 46 Nan n eee and 
the ſoil is fat, ſandy, clayey, and fertile ; but they are yet much more 
extenſive from South Carolina to Florida; the land then becomes low, 
flat, covered with water, and appears to have been quitted by the * 
period not very diſtant. N 
Jo the weſt of this long chain of mountains, the 1 ed 
extends to the Miſſiſippi is of the greateſt fertility, and watered by the 
fineſt rivers, which flow either into this great river, or ak the Qhio, 
which, aſter a courſe of fifteen hundred miles, falls:ntoitfelf..  - - | 

It is this long chain of mountains which divides the waters whichaw 
into the Atlantic, from thoſe which, throwing themſelves into the Miſ- 
ſiſippi, and into the rivers which diſcharge themſelves there, gain the gulf 
of Mexico; in the ſame manner as the yellow mountains, at eight or nine 
hundred miles beyond the Miſſiſippi, divide the waters which * into 
 this-river from Kleie which Gall into:the South Goa... nl 

The great difference of latitude produces a proportional — the 
climates of different ſtates. The ſnow. coyers Vermont and the province. 
of Maine during five or fix months of the year, and the winter there laſts 
ſeven; while there is hardly any winter in South Carolina, and ſtill leſs 
in Georgia; and ſhould any ſon; an. there, it does not n. 
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The ſadden variations of the temperature is a common characteriſtic 
of the climate of the different ſtates. It is uſual to fee the thermometer 
fall or riſe twenty-five degrees in twenty-four | hours, according to the 
ſcale of Farenheit, equal- to eleven degrees one-ninth of Reaumur. I 

have ſeen it {all very often, and particularly in April 1706, in twelve 
hours, from the twentieth degree of Reaumur, equal to the ſeventy-ſe- 
venth of Farenhcit, to five of Reaumur, equal to ſorty- four and a half of 
Farenbeit; and this obſervation has . made at ere -u in Dela- 


W and at Baltimore. e 
The cold is incomparably ſtronger on more duke hs America thin 


in Europe in the fame latitude, and the heat more intenſe, more oppreſ- 


five, and more inſupportable. It may be remarked, that in the different 


Unitudenbfaheeontinetit of North America, the heat differs more in its 


duration than in its power; in 1795 I have ſeen, in Upper Canada, the 
thermometer of Farenhcit riſe in July to the ninety- ſecond degree; in 


the month of Auguſt in the ſame year J have ſeen it at ninety- ſix at 


Albany. At Savannah, in Georgia, it ſeldom riſes beyond that ; and 
from Newark; in Upper Canada, or Albany, in the ſtate of New 


Vork, to Savannah, there is a difference of fourteen degrees of lati- 


tude; but the thermometer remains, during a mofith or two at Savan- 
nah, at this — N ſeldom two N W in the northern 


ſtates. | 6-1 4 


This great variation lo climnte | aſſes very fen(bly the heatth of the 
inhabitants of the United States. People become old in America ſooner 


than in Europe; and it is more rare to ſee men of a ou — 


eſpecially in the ſtates ſouth of New England. | 

The influence of the climate upon females is ſtill more ſenſible. 
When young they are generally beautiful, and more particularly ſo at 
Philadelphia; but aſter twenty years of age they ſoon begin to loſe their 
- freſh: colour; at twenty-five many of them might be taken for Euro- 
peans of forty; their bloom is no more, and their form has already ſuf- 


- fered a change. If they have previouſly been mothers, their alteration is 


fill more premature; yet neither nightly revels, the abuſe of ſpirituous 
; 4 8 Ii q 
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EPOQH OF | | | MODE | 
22 ſ ES, ; DUR 
"> 3 ACCEPTATION.  - | A OF ELECTION. 
© * | A "D874 Wes. : 
Tk UnrTeD STATES. The ſenate by the le- Senate f 
">" I} Two houſes : the ſenate and the honſe of repreſen- | _. 1 
* = gt" 10 a eh tatives, called the Congreſs. The former, thirty-two gillatures of the ſtates ; | ing out ev 
tember, . 


8 6914 8.2789. members ; the latter, five hundred members. 1. nr" by ae 
5 i 5 — | Two branches: the ſenate and houſe of repreſenta- 
1 NNW HAMPSHIRE. tives, called the General Court. The firſt, twelve The 
2 1792. members; the latter, from one hundred and twenty to people. A 
6: + * 5 one hundred and thirty. 8 
— — — v . 
The le; 
0 . But he wm 
MASSACHUSETTS, N a Two branches: the ſenate and houſe of repreſenta- by . ow | 
2d of March, tives, called the General Court. The firſt, thirty-one houſe of repreſentatives, A 
7%. members; the latter, three hundred and fifty-ſix. among thote who were 


appointed by the voice of 
| the people at the preced- 


ing election. 
TH CONNECTICUT. Two b bes: the general court's „ lieu- 
The ancient charter of Charles II. ant we ey — — 8 "the Coven . 
_ Preſerved entire; except neceſſary upper houſe or the council. The repreſentatives, or The people. eo year, 
2 made by the adoption of | lower houſe, conſiſt of one hundred and ſeventy-nine lentatives 
ependence. members. | 
Ruobz ISLAXD. Two branches: general aſſembly ; governor, deputy- | The e 
- _ The-ancient colonial charter of | governor, and ten afliitants ; repreſenting ſeventy mem- The people. Their reprs 
Charles II. | | bers, 8 months. 
Faüinonr One — : by mc of 3 2 the 
g General Aſſembly; one hundred and forty-five mem- 0 
89 bers; but the governor and council of twelve can ſuſ- The people. A 
o pend a law till the next ſeſſion. 
X Two branches: the ſenate, twenty-four members; Senate 
New Voxx. Hieutenant-governor preſident. Aſſembly ſeventy mem- The people one tourth 
eorh of April, 1777. bers. 7 every year, 
| b bly once a 
Ne „ JERSEY. Two branches: legiſlative council, thirteen mem- : | 
_ 2d of July, 1776. bers. Aſſembly, thirty-nine members. The people, A 
The ſen 
years z one 
PEXNSYLYANIA-. Two branches: the ſenate, twenty-three members; The * d 
. 2d of September, 1790» and the houſe of repreſentatives, ſeventy-nine members. * pe 
| year. 
. bel? Two branches, called the General Aſſembly : the = 
| wo branches, ca the y:tk \ 
* ſenate, nine members; houſe of repreſentatives, twenty- The people. — 1 f 
one members. . X ſentatives © 
= — | By the electors choſen . 
' by the people. I he de- Senators 
MAaRkYLAND. 0 Two 3 called the * ty — 1 — legates by the people. | five years, 
14th of Auguſt, 1776. enate, fifteen members ; houſe clegates, eighty | The ſenate fill their va- tation. DT, 
members. cancies by a ſcrutiny in | year, 
0 the houſe. 
- Senate by the elec- 
KENTUCKY, Two branches : the ſenate, eleven members 3 houſe tors, * by the The 1 
1792. of repreſentatives, ſorty members. people. The repreſen- 7 : ei 
tatives by the pcople. ang 
- ; The ſenate 
| Two branches, called the General Aſſembly : ſenate, 
Ftp * 5 twenty-four members 3 houſe of repreſentatives, from The people. e ; 
$th of July, 2776. one hundred and fifty to one hundred and faxty members. — p 


; =y 
— — — . 


Two branches, the ſenate and houſe of commons, 
Nerve eus. called the General Aſſembly, The firſt, ſixty meme |} The people. 


A 
12th of December, 1776. bers; the ſecond, one hundred and twenty members. 


— 10 _—_ 


Senate fo 

Two branches, called the General Aſſembly: the 
—— On ſenate, thirty-ſeven members; the houſe of repreſen- The people, ou <Y | 
3 une, 1790. tatives, one hundred and twenty-four, —— 


| Two bei hen called the General Aſſembly: the 
GEORGIA, 


ſenate, twenty-three members ; houſe of repreſentatives, The people. 20 
1795» fifty- one. | 
| 
Bs Two branches, called the General Aſſembly : the ae 
6th of — 796. —— —_— members ; the houſe of repreſentatives, The people. PS. — , 
| The prefident and dl 
bs | e president a three years z 
n ann 1 * . The goy and the judges make the laws the ſenate of the United be diſplaced & 


States appoint the go- | fident of t 
vernor 1 the judges. | States. The 


during good 
| 


- 


33th of July, 1787. 


THE LEGISLATIVE BODY. 


ITIONS FOR BECOMING MEMBERS. 


e: to be citizens of nine years ſtanding, and 
rars of age. Repreſentatives: to have been 
for ſeven years, and twenty-five years of age. 
niary qualification. 


— — et cc Een _ _ 
CONDITIONS OF BECOMING ELECTORS. |} PARTICULAR POWERS, 
— —— XEESSDODRIIRAT_= == — | ———=——=— 
a The houſe of repreſentatives ſe the revenue 
For the repreſentatives the ſame as for the moſt | bills, and vote ions. Two thirds are required 
numerous branch of the legiſlatures of States. for declaring the perſon accuſed guilty. The. 
appoint the officers named by the | 


* 


GENERAL OBSERPATIONS. 


2 


— 


— or perſonal property: 


” ff 


To be twenty-one years of age, and paying taxes. 


Y * 


——— 


The houſe of ſentatives propoſe the revenue- 
bills, and e The ſenate judge them. 


as 


to have a real of zool. or a per- 
ne of 6o0ol. Reſidence of five years. The 


tives a real property of 1001, or perſonal of 


of ſixty pounds. 


Free tenants of ſeven 


pounds rent, or ſome property 


The houſe of 
vote acculations, The ſenate judge them. 


repreſentatives emit money bills, and 


Freemen. 


40l. perſonal, 


Freemen having a real property of 40 ſhillings, or 


The legiſlature hears and certain cauſes, and 
grant LIED Kal 5 


The , the of the council, and 
ſpeaker of the houſe, have each a vote, beſides that 
dividing it. 


rty of forty pounds, or an income of forty 


40 ſhillings. 


Freemen having a property of 4ol. or an income of 


New cauſes are decided in the courts of juſtice, 


Accuſations. To raiſe a tax, two thirds of the 
members muſt be preſent. 


Electors of repreſentaſives, a property of zol. or an 
income of 40 ſhillings 


— 


Electors of the ſenate to have a property of 100l. 


Two thirds of the aſſembly vote accuſations. Two 
thirds of the ſenate can pronounce convictions. 


The ſenate is never to exceed one hundred ; nor the 
repreſeſitatives three hundred. The governor and re- 
_—_— council can ſuſpend a law. The clergy are 
EXC . 


— 


— 
— 


x 


pf 20001. property, moveable or immove- 
ntatives, 5o0ol. the fame. 


Electors, 50l. of property, moveable or inmoveable. 


The council cannot prepare nor alter any money-bill. 
wud — 


8 


—— 


* „ 


— — 


f one year in the diſtrict or county. Sena - 


Twenty? one years of age; having reſided two years 
in the State before clection, and during that time paid 


tives. Accuſations, by half of the re 


* 


Revenue · bills commence in the houſe of repreſenta- 
ſentatives ; to 


zens of four years ſtanding, and twenty- 
age. Reprelentatives to be citizens of 
ad twenty-one years of age. 


a tax laid fix months 


fore the election. The ſons of 


be judged by the ſenate. Conviction, by two thirds of 


perſons thus qualified, 
two years of age, may vote though they have not paid 
taxes. 


tween twenty-one and twenty- 


the members 
diſmiſſal from place, and incapacity to hold any other. 


preſent, The judgment is only to be 


be ſenate can never be leſs than a fourth, and more 
than- a third, of the repreſentatives. The repreſen. 
A ˙ w da a as 4 


d be twenty-ſeven years of age; property 
ed acres, or 1000]. Repreſentatives to be 
years of age, with property. Both to nav? 
years, 


at leaſt fix months before the election. 


Reſidence of two years, and payment of taxes aſſcſſed 


Money-bills commence in the aſſembly. Accuſa- 


tions by two thirds of the repreſentatives, Convictions 
by two thirds of the ſenate. 


* 


d have been reſident chree years, with a 
eable or immoveable of 10001. Delegates 
dence, with a property of 50ol. 


have a property of fifty acres; or freemen with ol. 
and having reſidence in the county the whole year be- 
fore the election. 


EleRors for the delegates, and for the electors, to 


Money-bills originate in the houſe of delegates, 


which ought not to include any other matter. The 
two houſes arreſt for crimes and want of reſpect. The 
houſe of delegates name the treaſurers for any term 


they think proper, 


The and electors are choſen by word of 
mouth; but the electors vote by ballot, and make oath. 
There are particular rules for the freemen of Baltimore 
and Annapolis, The clergy are excluded. 


_ 


o be twenty-ſeven years of age. The re- 


Inhabitants of the State of two years ſtanding, or of 


only. 


M -bills can be propoſed by the repreſentatives 
he ſenate may propoſe 3 


The ſenate is to be compoſed in ſuch a manner, 
that the number exceed one fourth of that bf the repre- 


or by the court of appeal. 


$ twenty-four years. Each to have been the county one year. right of accuſations is in the repreſentatives. The ſenate - 
two years. judge. Two thirds are nec in theſe caſes. ſentatives. 
| 505 . | All the laws originate in the houſe of delates. The 
: conditions 3 but the ſenator 8 and de- ſenate cannot alter the mo - bills The delegates 
be reſident, and free tenants, in the diſtrict Electors to be free tenants, vote accuſations which , by the general court, 


92 


þ have a property of three hundred acres. 
a property of one hundred acres. 


Electors of the ſenate to have a property of fifty 
acres. Electors of the commons, paying taxes, and a 
reſidence in the county. 


The two houſes adjourn by ballot to any place or 


day. Accuſations by the commons, judgments by 
the ſupreme court ; and, 2 are accuſed, they 
are judged by a ſpecial tri > 


Bills are required to be read three times in each 
houſe. The clergy are excluded. 


, thirty years of age. Citizens, and reſi. 
State five years. If they reſide in the diſ- 
pperty of zool. ini bro property in the 
1000]. Repreſentatives to be citizens, and 
hree years. If they reſide, a property of three 
eres and ten negroes, or a fortune of 1 50l. 
a property in the diſtrict of 5ool. 


Electors, citizens, and reſident two years; a pro- 
perty of fifty acres, or a lot in the town, or paying a 
tax of three ſhillings. Reſidence of fix months in the 


Accuſations by 


by ng pn for want of reſpe&. 
two thirds of the houſe of Cn Two thirds 
of the ſenate judge. The repreſentatives propoſe 


diſtrict before the cletion, 


bills for raiſing revenue. 


4 


—__ 


The bills are read three times on three different days 
im each houſe. A bill rejected cannot be preſented 
again till after fix days previous notice, and with per- 
miſſion, The clergy are excluded. 


— 


s, twenty-eight years of age, having inha- 
United States nine years. Citizens three 
eorgia. Reſidence in the county fix months. 
o hundred and fifty acres, or property of 
epreſentatives, twenty-one years of age. Ci- 
he United States, ſeven years. Two years 
ts of Georgia. Reſident in the county, three 
Free of two hundred acres, or 1 gol. 


Clergy excluded. A convention, to reviſe the con- 
ſtitution, was to be choſen in November 1797; it was 


ace three years in the State, or one in the 
Being free, and having two hundred acres 
the county. 


* * 


EleRors, paying taxes and havi del fin ths | Accuſations: a third forms a ſufficient number in 
in « bs 2 7's - * 23 each branch for deliberation. to conſiſt of three members of each county, and to 
aſſemble in May, 1798. 
| n i ia. Ac Clergy excluded. The ſenate is never leſs than a 
— ink houſ * | third, and more than a half, of the reprelenta- 
Electors, free of the county. Bills may begin in both : — — —— 
To adopt the laws exiſting in the different States to « 


which the territory is attached. Subject to the revi- 
fron of the Congreſs, 


No. II. 


THE TABLE OF THE LEGISLATIVE BODY ABRIDGED. 


ih 


PERIODS OF DURATION OF THE FUNCTIONS. 


7 — 


OF THE SENATE. . 


7M 


OF THE REPRESENTATIVES. 


— 


CONDITIONS 
or 


BECOMING MEMBERS. 


CONDITIONS 
or 


BECOMING ELECTORS. 


DER IN WHICH THE 
| SENATORS 


7 OF OFFICE. 


United States. fix years. 
Maryland . . . five years. 


New Vork 
Pennſylvania D 
Virginia 
Kentucky ., . . 
South Carolina ._ 


four years. 


Delaware 
Tenneſſee 


three years. 


two years, 


New Hampſhire. \ 


Maſſachuſetts 2 


Connecticut 
Rhode Iſland 
Vermont. = 
New Jerſey 


>a year, 


North Carolina , 
Georgia 


>. aces 


United States 
South Carolina . 
Tenneſſee ..... 


New Hampſhire. * 
Maſſachuſetts . 
Vermont 
New Vork 
New Jerſey . . 
Pennſylvania . . 
Delaware 


Maryland . . . 
Kentucky .. . 


Virginia 


Nenh Caroline . | 


two years. 


>a year. 


Georgia 2 -> — 


Connecticut 


Rhode Iſland. ix months. 


Rhode Iſland . ? 

RE nt. 
Virginia « » * Ic bas 
North Carolina . : 

WS Godt eee 
Tenneſſee. . . .. 


New Hampſhire. Landed pro- 


United States 7 


Maſſachuſetts . ( perty and a 
Maryland _ ſpecies of per- 
Georgia * « « o# {onal prop. 
United States 
Connecticut 

Vermont . . . . Property not 
New York... E required. | 
Pennſylvania . . 

Kentucky . . . | 


The ſame as in 
the State where 
the elector re- 
ſides. 

Rhode Iſland 


New York , ... 


Virginia 
North Carolina . 


Landed property 
is neceſſary. 


Maſſachuſetts ." 
Connecticut 


— 


TOI 4 a third every 


two years. 


"El 


— 


THE EXECUTIVE POWER. 


| 33 WHETHER Tr BE WHETHER THERE BE A | POWER OF NOMINATING TO ae, 3 ane THERE BE 
ATES. BY WHOM NAMED. URATION. . | . | . CONDITIONS REQUIRED. A UTENANT-GOVERNOR 
145 . | RE-ELECTIVE. COUNCIL. CERTAIN PLACES. 
\ . OR NOT. 
= —— —— — 8 — = = ( —— 
: It names. The ſenate approves. 13 = "17 Cit es 5 1 Wi 
; a 1. Fills th Wye" ir" pardons. Has a conditional nega- izen; fourteen years reſident, vice-preſident of the United 
Tux UNITED STATES. By the electors. Four years Re-elecive. No counc ? a wid ; . ora uring the abſence thee, and tected e dem thinty-tro patan of ap "| nie rd ha rl 
i : : Re-cle&i Council of five members, It names almoſt all the officers, with It 8 and has ee | . 
1 6 e A 8 1 1 8 you: choſen by the people. the advice of the ſenate. negative. No lieutenant-governor. 
| | | , 1 . 2 It pardons, and has a conditional To have been inhabitant ſeven Lieutenant who is = wy 
: A ; Re- electi ve. C il. It names, with ſome exceptions. P , ave an -governor, à mem 
A I By the people * mw ne 4 negative. years. ber and preſident of the council. 
| 3 | ; . It names with the aſſiſtants, and only Is preſident of the een il, and has Lieutenant-governor, member of the 
bg , 
CONNECTICUT. By the people. A your. Re-eleQive. No ene ns the ſheriffs. a caſting vote. council. ; 
f To | 4 | 5 ; PA 1 Free t 4 freeman of a cor- 
Ruopr IsLanD. By the people. A year. \ Reveledtive, No executive council. | * No important nomination. Preſides at the council. W OE? _ A Lieutenant-governor. 
| \ = 1 we 1 WF | 2 
10 "OE * 4 } Phe governor and the ann can | 
" | a ſuſpend the laws till the following ſeſ- by Lieutenant-governor, called in the 
; It ſ a 8 5 dE i3LA Þ = 
VERMONT. By the people. A year. Re-eleQtive. Veputy . and council. ; Ep; for; an een ſion. It pardons and judges accuſa- churter deputy-governor. 
| , tions, ' 
| i 2 It names. The council of nomina- 5 2 * 2 
By the free tenants le&i No EXECUUTE council but that | l Pardons, Has a conditional negative Lieutenant-governor, who is preſi- 
New Yors. of 1001. terling. Three years. R We. of nomination and reviſion. ne ag to all places, with a few with the council of reviſion. | dent of the ſenate. 
3 Preſides at the council, and is chan- Y 
| The legiſlative council acts as R : | 
New Jzzzy. By the legiſlature, A year. Re- elective. 1 *·ͤ·“ . cellor. The governor and council are Vice-preſident. 
; a court of appeal. 
Wy It makes all nominations, except the | bod: 
ſheriffs aud coroners, who are named bak . WT ' | Th 1 
er . ; by the people ; and the treaſurer of the t pardons, except in cates of accu- Citizen, and inhabit e vacanc o ce of governor 
— By the porta, Theee years. Re: elective nine years No council. 2 by the legiſlature ; the officers of | ſation for ſtate crimes or prevarication. 4994: rr las is filled in the interim by the ſpeaker of 
in twelve. 3 * years; thirty years of age. 
militia, regiments and companies, by | Has a conditional negative, the ſenate, 
the regiments and the companies. ; 
Re- elective three years IT | It names, except the ſheriffs, the Pardons, except in caſes of ftate Thirty years of age. Citizens of the | 
DZLAWARE. By the people. Three years. in ſix. No come coroners, and the treaſurers, | crimes or prevatication. United States for twelve years, 
NEE, the State ſix years. 
$ ti Hi ; Re- electi | ; | * Pardons, Lays embargoes. Diſplaces 1 RY 
MARYLAND. By the legiſlature. A year, 4757 raany 2827 Council. It names with the advice of the ſenate, | and ſuſpends officers, except thoſe who | N. n. i reſidence, and a property 
| | g remain in place during good behaviour. N 
"DF | | . 5 Pardons, except in caſes of treaſon Thirty | f R ö 
| : : , , years of age, Reſidence of j 
Kxruckr. By the electors. Four years. n No council. Names with the advice of the ſenate. | o prevarication. two years in the ſtate before the elec- | No lieutenant-governor. 
| \ N tion. . 
18 ere YELLS Names with the council only the ; | The preſident of the council acts as 
nem. By the legiſlature. A year. e at oe Council of ſtate. juſtices of peace. It pardons. Thirty years of age. lieutenant-governor in caſe of the va - 
— 5 5 | cancy of a governor, 
7 | | Re · elective three years a No nomination in the interim, till Five years reſidence, and property $4 
Nonrn CAROLINA. By the legiſlature. A year. in ſix, Chaney the ſeſſion of the legiſlature. OO op» embargauy Ort hg K No mn. 
, ' Connot be re- elected ; N Come fees | Citizen, and refidence of ten * : : g 
Soura CAROLINA. By the Jegiſlature. Two years. till four years after. „ E n e ö | prdperty of 15001. N Ema 
| | ; at Names ſome civil officers, and all the Twelve y cars a citizen; fix years . ; 
GLORGIA,. By the legiſlature. Two years. | Re-eleQtive, No ä military. Pardons. Has a conditional negative. reſidence; five hundred acres; or a No lieutenant-governor. 
* ö property of 1000l. | . 
TT bs g . Bo = nomination if the legiſlature be Para 4 afſembles the legilla- Citizen or inhabitant four years; Speak * the mnie Reue 
| Two years. f an No council. preſent, except the adjutant-general ardons, an em ; er a 9 
"TENNESSEE. By the people. 8h eight. 2 N E OE of ture upon extraordinary occaſions. property of five. hundred acres; twenty- governor, as in Pennſylvania. 
. | five years of age. / 
7 1521 t and Three years; but 12 Names all the ma e and civil 1 J s ge mw 
ord argon ibs Dang dls i the will Re-eleRive. No council. officers, except the sk. of eb Nee ane the Judges make | Reſident in the territory, and pro- TOY e vage N 
THE OH. of the United States. | the militia. | the laws for the territory. perty of one thouſand acres, as governor, fills bis place in his ab- 
States. Ql | | ſence, * 


- 


THE TABLE OF THE EXECUTIVE POWER ABRIDGED. 


Tenneſſee - e 
f eight. 


1 — as __ CONSTITUTIONAL | POWERS OF NOMINAT-| RIGHT OF GIVING 
DOE. COUNCILS. ING TO PLACES. A NEGATIVE. 
By the | United States E © wh United States United States United States 1] | United States 
eleQors. | Kentucky] years. | New Hampſhire Connecticut New Hampſhire | Nomination New Hampſhire Negative 
Maſſachuſetts - | Rhode Ifland + Maſſachuſetts and tight of Maſſachuſetts - RH l 
voy > deb; ConneRicut - - | New Vork Ms a Vermont = - - | fixing the | Vermont 77 ta; 
Nen - Dun. 1, Mend = | Pennſylania- — nt | New York - — . falaries | NewYork = <=, 
en e © © © V 8 Unlimited. Delaware . d 1 Pennſylvania - under cer- Pennſylvania © 9 Jy 
By the | South Carolina New York - - Kentucky Or 0 Delaware W de --- 
(People et Es Two New Jerſey - -| South Carolina Maryland - - tions. Georgia « « — 
T eſe years. | Kentucky - - - | Georgia » » « » Kentucky = = =) 
enn <p 3 T W Connecticut 
New Hampſhire 25 = Ni a Connecticut Rhode Iſland - 
Maſſachuſetts Pennſylvania - - me Jeu New Hampſhire? Rhode Iſland - Non New Jerſey = - 
8 in twelve. o right to 
Connecti Maſſachuſetts - New Jerſey = - | Delaware N 
cut Delaware —— - Three W any land 1 > 
Rhode Ifland - North Carolina cars in fix. W * Pt ee . important 1 l negativ e. 
| 3 A 4 New Jerſey - $Council. | North Carolina es Virginia 
„„ . -- 30 Maryland = = - South Carolina | © | North Carolins 
INorth Carolina legiſlature. Arg | y_ Virginia | Georgia ; South Carolina 
unh Carolina Maryland Virginia - J in ſeven. 8 
| — | Viromn: | North Carolina Tenneflte = = -; Tennefſee = - 
Gorgia = - — South Carolina 1 TWwo years 
South Carolina bn. 8 


\ 


«x 


THE JUDICIAL 


_—— 


MANNER OF NOMINATION, 


DURATION OF OVFICE. 


a 


e United STATEs. By the preſident with the approbation of the ſenate. , During good behaviour. 
N * Fu! BAY The ſuperior judges ho good OVA 
NW Haurskixx. By the er and the council. juſtices ——_— * — 2 
c zor nd f 
"MASSACHUSETTS. By the governor and council. ; . ſu — 2 —— good behav 
Connecticut. | By the legiſlature. A year. 
* * . - — — — 
Rnovs Is.anD. By the legiſlature. A year. 


VERMONT. 


—_ 


. By the council and the afſembly. 


— 


A year, and leſs if neceſſary. 


New Your. 


By the governor and the council of nomination. 


— 


During good behaviour. 


Nxw JERSEY. 


By the council and the aſſembly. 


— — 


The ſuperior court re- elective every ſ 


the inferior every five years, 
PENNSYLVANIA. By the governor, During the good behaviour of the j 
DgLAwWaRe. By the * During the good behaviour of the ji 
G ; II 
7 MARYLAND. By the governor and the council. During the good behaviour of the j 
: Krxruckv. By the governor and the ſenate. During the good behaviour of the j. 
Vireta. By the legiſlature. During the good behaviour of the j 


A —_ * 


NorTa CAxorl WA. 


By the legiſlature, but receive their commiſſion 
from the governor, + 


— — 


During the good behaviour of the j1 


During the goed behaviour of the j. 


Souru CaroLIKa. By the legiſlature. 
GEORGIA, ; By the legiſlature. Re-eleCtive every three years, 
| Txukrssxk. By the legiſlature. During the the good behaviour of the 


NorxTr#-WzsT TERRITrO AT Of , 


1E Ono. 


| 


By the preſident and the ſenate of the United 
States. 


— 


During the good behaviour of the j 


HAL ORDER. 


I IE 


” Wy 


FFICE. HOW DISMISSED, [ REMARKS. 
— — = | = 
jour, 1 de ure ion of the houle of repreſentatives before] The calaries cannot be diminiſhed during office. 
A behaviour.'. The | By. ncoufation-'of the houſe of repreftatavives, 33 | 
and upon the addreſs of the legiſlature to the go- Salaries fixed by the law. 
vernor, | F. 
; : : is opini the governor and the council 
d beha wats 1 © By accuſation of the houſe of repreſentatives, and Gives his opinion to governor 6 
1 rh : by the governor and council at the — of the two upon ſolemn occaſions, and to the legiſlature in queſ- 
houſes. ions of law. He pronounces divorces. 
Re-choſen in general while they are able, except | ; . 
3936 7 | The courts pronounce divorces 
Re-choſen in general while they are able except in 6s ; . 
1 e 7 , | The courts judge caſes of divorce. 
ceflary By accuſation of the aſſembly, judged by the go- 
g —.— and the council. Tr 
10ur. Cannot be choſen above the age of ſixty. 


. 


By the accuſation of the aſſembly and judgment 
of the council. 


The governor has power of diſmiſſing from, at the 


| The ſalaries of the judges. not to be diminiſhed 
while in office, They are neither to receive fees nor 
hold any other place of profit. 'The ſupreme court 


of the judges, requeſt of two thirds of each houſe, even if there be | takes cognizance of divorcesand penſions of widows ; . 
no ground of accuſation. can ſupply defects in titles occaſioned by acts loſt or 
abſent. No chancery, , 
By accuſation of the houſe of ma ORR found 
by a majority of two thirds. The governor can | PS WG; 
of the judges. 9 at the 3 of two thirds of each houſe, Salaries not to be diminiſhed while in office. 
even in caſes where there is no good ground of accu- 
fation. 
For bad conduct upon proof before a tribunal, and 
of the judges. by the governor at the requeſt of the aſſembly, by the 
majority of two thirds of each houſe, N 
of the i N By accuſation, or at the requeſt of two thirds of . JT : 2 
2 judges 8 — 142 — as Salaries not to be diminiſhed during office 
; | By accuſation of the houſe of delegates. The court 
of the judges. of appeal judges officers of the general court, and vice 
— D | 
of the judges. By accuſation of the aſſembly or grand jury, judged 
by a ſpecial tribunal. | 
of the judges. By accuſation of the aſſembly, judged by the ſenate. Salaries unchangeable during office, 
> years, Ke the accuſation of the aſſembly, judged by the Salaries unchangeable during office. | 
— — — — 
: Cannot adviſe juries in matters of fact, but can 
r of the judges. By the accuſation of the aſſembly. give their opinion upon evidence, and declare the 
law. 
ho bf ts By the accuſation of the houſe of repreſentatives YT hen i | 
of the judges. of ihe United de, judged by the Ras af ths |. nn ne} WO 


| States, 


tive powers joined to the governor, 


| 


MANNER OF ELECTING THE MEMBERS ( 


| 
STATES. SENATORS. — 
Turin 
{ By the ſeparate reſolution of the two houſes; the votes taken 
Four membe 


Nrw HamMPSHIRE. 


by ballot. 


| By the ſeparate reſolution of the two houſes, each houſe 


" By the diftrict ; 1 


MassaCHUSET TS, having a negative upon the propoſition of the other. The | divided into as many 
votes taken by ballot. | fourteen of them. 

IP By the diſtin& vote of each houſe taken by ballot. Seven members ta 

ConNECTICUT. r ble the number mad 

Rob IsLvanD. By the ballot of the two houſes aſſembled. Two: 

At firſt by the ſeparate ſuffrages of the two houſes ; if ws 4 Two members, ch 


VERMONT. 


cannot agree, by the number of votes ; and by ballot in 
caſes. 


have reſided. 


New York. 


At firſt by the ſeparate ſuffrages of the two houſes ; if they 
do not agree, then by the ballot of them united. 


| to place of reſidence. 


=_ 


Ten members tak; 


New Jzensey. 


By the ſuffrages ; ſometimes taken by ballot, and ſometimes 
viva voce. - 


— 


Five mem 


The manner is not yet determined by the law. Hitherto the 
elections have been made by ſeparate reſolutions, and by their 


Thirteen 8 
place of reſidence. 


—— 


Fm, f Van. votes given viva voce. By the conſtitution of Pennſylvania theſe | ſtate ; the ſecond by 
elections are required to be made viv voce. the fourth by diſtrict 
| DELAWARE. By a general ballot. | 
| By a general ballot. One of the ſenators muſt be of the Eaſt. Wagen 
MARYLAND. part, and the other of the Welt. * 
By a general ballot ; but the votes are taken and examined Two members cho 

car. in each houſe. The majority decides. been reſidents. 
5 B ral ballot. i F Seventeen mentber 
VimGiNIA 4 Ts AER | muſt have been reſide 
Nonra CAROLINA. By general ballot. | Ten members choſe 

1 45 728 8 have reſided. 

SOUTH CAROLINA. By general ballot, | Six members for as 


dence. 


GEORGIA. 


By general ballot. 


— 


Two m 


TeNNESSsEE. 


By general ballot. 


RS OF CONGRESS IN EACH STATE. 


i 


— 


REPRESENTATIVES. 


— 


Turi DisTRIBUTION AND NuMBER. 


— 


— — 


members. Choſen in the ſtate in general. 


Coxpirioxs OF THEIR ELECTION. 
— p * 

There muſt be an abſolute majority in the firſt place, other- 
wiſe a liſt is made of thoſe who whe, the moſt . aipount- 
ns to double the members to be choſen ; the plurality of this 

I 


is ſufficient to decide. If two have an equal number of 
votes the governor has a caſting vote. 


tric ; in which they ought to reſide. The ſtate is 
as many diſtricts as members, and ought to furniſh 
hem. | 


The majority is nececeffary, and after one trial the electors 
chooſe from among the candidates him who has the moſt votes. 


_ 


abers taken from a preliminary nomination of dou- 
der made by the people. 


Nomination, and the majority of votes. 


2 Two members in the whole ſtate. 


— — 


The majority is neceſſary. 


bers, choſen each in a diſtrict where they ſhould 


The majority is neceſſary in the firſt eſſay, the pluralit . 
le ty ary a y Plurahity in 


— 


hers taken from as many diſtricts, without regard 


— | The plurality ſuffices. 
ive members choſen in the whole ſtate. | The plurality. 
zembers for as many diſtricts, without regard to 
ence. The firſt election is made by the whole The plural 
ond by the diſtrict; the third by the whole ate; e plurality. 
diſtrict; the fifth the fame. 

One member . The plurality. 72x88 
Eight members for as many diſtricts, The plurality. 
hers choſen in two diſtricts, where they muſt have [> The F 
members choſen in as many diſtricts, where they F F The pluralit 
en reſidents. . Ye 
ers choſen in as many diſtricts, where they muſt The plurality. 
rs for as many diſtricts, without regard to reſi- The plurality. 
Two members in the whole ſtate. : The plurality. 


— — 


One member. 


The plurality. 
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liquars, the want of exerciſe, nor an exceſs of it, can be brought as a pre- 


text for this early change. If in the eaſtern ſtates the period of their 


beauty ſhould be lengthened, it is but for a ſhort time. 

The number of children which die in their infancy is proportionably 
much greater than in Europe. Colds, hooping-coughs,/ and diſorders of 
the throat, take off a great quantity. The moſt common diſeaſes in all 
the ſtates are flowings of the cheſt, conſumptions, and bilious and putrid 
fevers; I do not mention intermitting fevers, the moſt frequent of all, 
becauſe they are not mortal, eng! 9 1 ſometimes nen into 
bilious ſevers. 

An epidemical diſeaſe, Bir Fen of the laſ years, has 5 great 


ravages in the United States. From Boſton there is hardly a maritime 


town but what has felt its fatal effects during five or fix years. Philadelphia, 
in 1793, loſt by this malady one-tenth of its population. At the moment 


1 am quitting America, this city is ſtill deſolated by this ſcourge; and if 


the number of her victims be leſs conſiderable than it has been during 
four, years, it is becauſe nine-tenths of the inhabitants took flight at the 
firſt appearance of this dreadful diſorder ; for among theſe ho remained 
the proportion of death appears yet greater. This diſeaſe does not mani- 
feſt itſelf till near the cloſe of the ſummer, and does not ceaſe till the 
cold ſeaſon ſets in. I will not undertake to ſpeak of its ſymptoms, Which 
appcar to be very curious; nor of its treatment, upon which the opi- 
nions of almoſt all the phyſicians of the United States vary. Since 1793, 
a great number of writings upon this diſeaſe have appeared, which ſome 
phyſicians believe to have been imported from the Antilles, while ſome 
contend that it is indigenous ;| ſome ſtate it to be of the moſt communi- 


cative infection, and others maintain that it is not even epidemic ; and 


there are who ſay, that it is only a malignant fever of a ſerious ſpecies. 
However it may be, the dread of this diſorder is ſuch, that it is often 
believed to have taken place when it has not, and that many. ſimple 
putrid fevers receive the name and the treatment of the yellow ſever. 

It is generally remarked, that this diſeaſe has not yet made its appear- 
ance in any towns in the interior parts; that in the maritime towns 
where 


653 


654 | | rravxrs IN NORTH AMERICA, 


where it has raged fo eruchy, it has hardly ever extended beyond che 
ſame quarters; and laſtly, that of all the inhabitants of theſe unfortunate 
places, the French are among thoſe who have been the leaſt attacked 
with it: only one of them died at Philadelphia 1 in 1793, and only four 
chis year, though no Frenchman quitted the city. The more circum- 
ſpect uſe which they make of ſpirituous liquors, is the reaſon which is 
given for the good fortune of having hoo. from. this danger, while i 
was almoſt general to others. 

We read almoſt ev ery where, that the et ſpecies, men 24 
animals, are ſmaller in America than in the ancient continent. It is 
neceſſary to have ſeen more animals than I have had an opportunity of 
ſeeing, and to have made more perſonal obſervations, to have formed a 
firm opinion upon this great queſtion. What I have ſeen of indigenous 
animals, bears, wolves, panthers, foxes, &c. have certainly appeared leſs 
to me than thoſe of the ſame ſpecies of the old world: it is alſo ac- 
knowledged, that they have leſs ferocity in each of their ſpecies. Yet 
there arc found, as I have already had an occafion to obſerve, bones which 
appeared to 'belong to animals of much greater dimenſions than any 
known to exiſt at preſent. 

The domeſtic 'animals imported from Europe loſe nothing of their 
ſize by becoming inhabitants of America, when they find the ſame nou- 
Tiſhment, and the ſame accommodations, which they received in their 
native ſoil. I have ſeen in New England, and in many other parts of 
the United States, as fine cows as in any other part of the world; but 
they are ſcarce, becauſe the great pains taken in the different branches 
of agriculture are not fo well known and practiſed; and it is alfo true, 
that the milk given by theſe cows is nearly equal in quantity to that 
given by others in Europe, and yet produces a fourth part leſs butter; 
and that though the beef be as fine in America as in Europe, it is not ſo 
ſubſtantial. This inconteſtible truth extends to the vegetable produc- 
tions; and it is acknowledged, for example, that the beſt American 
flour, ground in the beſt mills, and made of the beſt corn, does not 
E 8 either in quantity or in quality the European flour; particularly 

that 
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that known in commerce by the name of flour of moir/ac, which for that 
reaſon is always dearer than American flour, and preferred to it by the 
inhabitants of the Antilles. | 

As to the Indians, thoſe whom I have Gn, without being 33 
tall, are of an ordinary ſtature, and appear to be ſtrong, and of a good 
conſtitution. The uſe of rum weakens and enervates them brings on a 
premature old age, and death; but this is not to be attributed to either 
nature or the climate. Travellers who have ſeen many more Indians 
than I, and particularly Indians at a greater diſtance from the habita- 
tions of whites, have aſſured me that they have found tribes of men very 
tall, and always, like the reſt of mankind, ſtronger in proportion to their 

The vegetable kingdom, in America, is admirably rich and abundant; 
and particulatly ſo in the ſouthern ſtates, where the plants, in great 
- abundance, have a quick and ſtrong growth; and in the more northern 
parts, where their growth is not ſo ſpeedy: or their odour ſo great, have 
generally an agreeable exhalation. M. de Caſtiglioni, an Italian travel- 
ler, Who appears to have ſeen America with a penetrating eye, and to 
have carried his profound reſearches into the vegetable kingdom in par- 
ticular, ſays, that the vegetables which grow in tlie United States have a 
great reſemblance to thoſe which grow under the ſame latitudes in the 
ancient continent. After the moſt minute inquiry into the. different 
natures of the ſoil, of the climates, of the various vegetable productions 
in the United States, it evidently appears, that there is not any produc- 
tions, except ſugar, of which the ſoul of the United States is not capable 
of producing, by the aid of an appropriate culture. Perhaps as to ſome 
of them the country may not yet be quite congenial -. but the number 
of thoſe. i is, I believe, very inconſiderable. | 

There is a great variety of birds in America, ang for. the mol port 
their plumage is exceedingly. rich and brilliant. There are but few; of 


them which entirely reſemble thoſe of- the ſame ſpecies in Europe, if 


there be a ſpecies in exiſtence abſolutely alike, Except the mocking- 
bird, which counterfeits the cries. of all the other birds, there are. ſour. of. 
them 


WV 
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| them which have a ug, or Nena charming note and on * 
account a walk in the woods is much leg delighitſul than in Europe tis 

The ſtriking difference there is betweeh the animal and vegetable how 
ductions of the two hemiſpheres is far frorn being applicable to the mi- 
neral kingdom. The form of mountains, rocks, and beds of different 
minerals in North America, are the ſame as thoſe of the old world. 
There are found: there different | ſpecies of granite, combined and varied 
as in the mountains of Europe; innumerable kinds of ſchiſtes ; of lime- 
ſtones, more or leſs perfect, and more or leſs fine ; and minerals of almoſt 
every ſpecies. Upon the eaſt coaſt of the Atlantic, from the bay of 


Penobſcot, as far as Georgia, and, Lam aſſured, from thence as far as 


the mouth of the Miſſiſippi, there are not any ſtones found of a ſecon- 
dary ſpecies, or ſuch of which any traces of the mode of their formation 
can be diſcovered; they are all of the granite kind, containing in them 
veins of quartz, calcareous ſpar, marble, and different ſorts of minerals; 
but none of them ſhew any traces of ere or ee as Ne 
enveloped-m their beds. 45 

The mountains of Canada; thoſe as Lake 2 and Charaplaiy; 
and of the Alleghanies excepted, the ſummits: of ali the others tire flat, 
and appear evidently to have been formed upon the ſame horizontal 
level. In ſhort, every thing in the mineral kingdom exhibits ſigns of a 
country more ire e by the Waters thin Ge N other ir 
of the world. 

The 838 of this Adab of tha different Rates may be ex- _ 
peed to be as diſſimilar to each other as the climates of the countries 
they inhabit are various. The Climate itſelf, the original formation of 
theſe colonics, their ancient governments, and the diverſity of nations of 
which the population of the United States j is compoſed, has in reality 
impreſſed this difference between them. The poſſeſſion and uſage of 
flaves-alone muſt have introduced a great difference in their manners. 
While paſſing through the different ſtates, I have tried to give a ſketch 
of this diverſity. Vet there are traits almoſt common to all the inha- 
bitants of the United States; and the cauſe of this parity may be found 


in 
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in the recent origin of all theſe Pendl d in the great difficulties which 
they experienced in their N and even in the actual conſti- 
tution of the United States. 

The traits of character common to all, are ardour for aids. cou- 
rage, greedineſs, and an advantageous opinion of themſelves. The title 
of the moſt enlightened nation of the whole world, which the committee of 
the houſe of repreſentatives appointed to propoſe the anſwer of the houſe 
to the addreſs of the preſident, in December 1796, has given to the peo- 
ple of the United States, will be of itſelf a proof of that good opinion they 
have of themſelves, which I give as a common characteriſtic, eſpecially 
if it be known with what labour, and after what long diſcuſſions, the 
houſe determined to make the ſacrifice of this ſuperlative, with which 
the modeſty of the majority of the United States had not been embar- 
raſſed. I quote this example as the moſt ſtriking and the moſt national; 
but, to tell the truth, almoſt all the books printed in America, and the 
individual converſations of the Americans, furniſh proofs of it daily. 
This character, which none of thoſe, I believe, who have ſeen America 
will deny to be that of the United States, is an exaggeration proceeding 
from the newneſs of their eſtabliſhments, and will wear out in time. 
Their courage will be more exceptionable ſtill to thoſe who have the 
ſlighteſt knowledge of the war for independency. Habituated to fatigue 
from their infancy, having for the moſt part made their fortune by their 
labour and their induſtry, fatigue and labour are not yet become repugnant 
even to thoſe in the moſt eaſy circumſtances; while they wiſh to enjoy 
the eaſe and ſweets of life, they do not regard them as abſolute wants; 
they know how to diſpenſe with them, and to quit them and travel in the 
woods whenever their intereſt requires it; they can forget them, Whenever 
a reverſe of fortune takes them away; and they know how to run after 
fortune when ſhe eſcapes them; for, as I have often ſaid before, the de- 
lire of riches is their ruling paſſion,” and indeed their only paſſion.” 

The ridiculous affertion advanced by ſome writers, that the new. world 
could not produce genius and talents like the old, has been proved to he 
abſurd by the mere citation of the name of ſome inhabitants of tlie 

Vor. II. | 40 United 
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United States, whoſe genius and brilliant talents would do honour to 
any country whatever; and tt may be. ſuppoſed that ſhe will produce 
others. Further, the American people are intelligent, eager to inveſtt- 
gate, and diſpoſed to inſtruction; and many examples of men may be 
mentioned, who, without education, have invented and conſtructed 
works, particularly in mechanics, worthy of the beſt workmen in Europe. 
It is nevertheleſs certain, that the number of men diſtinguiſhed for ſcience 
and literature there, is much leſs than in the nations of Europe, though, 
as Mr. Morſe ſays in his Geography, there muſt be a reaſon for this differ- 
ence: the means of inſtruction are leſs complete, and not ſo extenſive 
doubtleſs this is one reaſon; but I regard it as only a fecondary cauſe;; 
and that this ſtate of imperfection of the public education is itſelf only 
the conſequence. of a. cauſe of more general influence, I mean, that con- 
tinual occupation of getting money, common. to. all orders and profeſ- 
ſions. The ſtudy of the ſciences and of letters requires, to make much 
progreſs, that the mind ſhould be diſengaged from all, other predominant 
employments; it demands the exertion. of all. our faculties; and it is 
known, that the paſſion for money is that, of all others, which keeps the 
moſt conſtant poſſeſſion of the mind of him who is tainted with it, and 
that it renders the mind leſs ſuſceptible of all E g at leaſt from all 
other purſuits. 
In Europe, where the cultivation of the ſciences and of letters is the 
principal occupation of thoſe who diſtinguiſh themſelves in them, and is, 
for that reaſon, a particular order, it will be found that no profeſſion has 
- furniſhed fewer learned and literary men than, thoſe which employ the 
mind in calculations of loſs and gain: and in America it. will, be found, 
that thoſe who have been, and thoſe who can now. be reckoned among 
learned men, are or were, hy character or. by ſituation, the molt, exempt 
from this common diſpoſition of. their fellow citizens. 
A better and more complete ſyſtem of inſtruction. than that which. is 
now generally followed in the colleges of the United. States, wauld aug- 
ment but little the number of men who. give themſelves up to the. 
ſionces and to letters, fo long as the manners of the people continue to 
| | — 


BY THE DUKE DE LA ROCHEFOUCAULT LIANCOURT, 669 


ditect the deſires and thoughts towards the acquirement of wealth. The 
term of education in America is too ſhort ; a young man hardly arrives 
at the age of ſixteen years, before his parents are deſirous of placing him 
in the counting-houſe of a merchant, or in the office of a lawyer. He. 
has not yet been able to acquire at college that degree of inſtruction 
which would give him the means of reſigning himſelf to the ſciences and 
to letters, if he had a taſte for them. He ſoon loſes every other idea 
than thoſe which can prepare the way and hurry him on to the acquiſi- 
tion of a fortune; he ſecs no other views in thoſe around him, or in ſo- 
cicty ; he ſees his profits, and his whole conſideration 1s attached to ſuc- 
ceſſes of this kind; how can he preſerve any other views? It is there- 
fore this general diſpoſition which oppoſes the perfectability of the public 
mſtrucion, which, of whatever kind it might have been, could not have 
prevailed over the impatience of parents to put their children into the 
road of acquiring riches, and over that excluſive paſſion to follow this 
career, which the latter imbibe with the milk from the breaſts. of their 
mothers. fy \ 12}, gol Tt, nals bus 
They complain in the United States, and doubtleſs with great reaſon, 
that a conſiderable number of American citizens, forgetful of the, coun- 
try to which they belong, are now arming privateers in France, for the 
purpoſe of taking American ſhips, which the French goyernment deem 
lawful prizes; and theſe complaints are certainly well-founded, fincg 
there are but ſew greater crimes of which a citizen can be guilty. . But 
whence aroſe the principles of this horrid crime, if.not from that paſſion 
ſo openly avowed in America, of getting money, and becoming rich 
a paſſion which leads to an indifference about the means, when it has 
become ſo general. This is what makes ſociety connive at unjuſt pay- 
ments, at fraudulent bankruptcies, and encourages! the lending of money 
at an enormous intereſt, which the law condemnss „ 
This diſpoſition is natural to a new people, placed in a foreign 
tory, and under circumſtances which have afforded ft many meany 0 
greedineſs. But it has, nevertheleſs, the moſt pernicious: effects ⸗j it js x 


leſs * po va with the imminent danget of , benumbing the love, x 
402 liberty. 
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liberty. Time will reduce it to its juſt bounds, and the United States 
will certainly take among the ancient nations their rank in knowledge 
and in the ſciences, as well as'in power. But it is indubitable, that the 


rapidity of the progreſs of theſe important improvements yet depends 


upon the ſpeed with which a revolution ſhall be made in this a 


the national manners. 


I have ſpoken of the inſufficiency of the public inſtruction in the 
United States for making men of ſcience; and though I have pointed 
out the cauſe of that inſufficiency to be in the manners which enforce it, 
there is no impropriety in making the ſtate of it known. 

The phyſical or natural part of the education of the Americans is ex- 
cellent : left to themſelves from their tendereſt age, they are expoſed 
without precaution to the rigour of heat and cold, feet 'and legs bare, 
with few clothes. The children of the rich are not brought up much 
more tenderly than thoſe in lefs eaſy circumſtances; in the country, they 
often go twice a day to ſchools two or three miles diſtant from home, 
and alone. There are few American children who cannot ſwim boldly, 
and at ten years of age manage a gun and hunt, without meeting with an 


accident; and not one who does not ride with great courage, nor any 


who fear fatigue; and the children in towns are not brought up with 
more delicaey. This liberty given to children teaches them to take care 
of themſelves; and; bold as they are, they have the prudence to avoid 
dangers, which children brought up with much greater care would not 
avoid. They become ſtrong and enterpriſing men, whom no difficaltics 
diſhearten, and produce a growing generation, which will be as invin- 
eible in its territory as that which preceded ĩt proved itſelf to be. 
The inſtructive Part of education has not attained the ſame perfection. 
1 have faid, that in New England the free · ſchools were open to all the 
children; and that the laws, as well as the manners of the country, im- 
poſed it upon the parents as a duty almoſt indiſpenſable, to profit by the 
advantages of this public inſtitution. Ne England is ſtill the only part 
of the United States where theſe excellent eſtabliſhments have taken 


place. But the obſtacles which hitherto and do ſtill oppoſe ſumilar eſta- 
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bliſhments in the other ſtates, will vaniſh. All the legiſlatures are 
already more or leſs ſtruck with the neceſſity of theſe inſtitutions; they 
perceive that the liherty of the preſs, which has the public inſtruction 
for its object, loſes its advantages in proportion as fewer men are in a 
ſituation to profit by it ; and that the ſame ſpirit which firſt recogniſed 
the liberty of the preſs as a ſacred right of the inhabitants of the United 
States, impoſes upon her governments the duty of increaſing, as much as 
poſſible, the number of thoſe to whom it may be uſeful. In the free 
_ ſchools are taught reading, writing, and arithmetic, together with the 
principles of religion and morality. Beſides theſe, there are academies 
and colleges in various parts of the different ſtates. The academies are 
what are generally meant in France by boarding-ſchools or ſmall col- 
leges; and the colleges are what are ſo called there, or rather What are 
called in England uni verſities. They are the laſt ſtage of education; it 
is in theſe colleges that what are called in Ameriew the Chapt ſciences 
are taught, and. degrees conſerred, Se. Pt 20 
The education of youth in America is n UP that of Eng 
land; and I have been told, by 1 e 500 by mpg Gay ir is a 
cee ; £21 by T1 * 
In the American ſchools, thecinradiow'i in Len is anderes 
farther than the firſt claſſic authors Cordery, Eraſmus; Ovid, and ſome 
orations of Ciceto, are almoſt all the books which are read in them. Virgil 
and Horace are read in the colleges; but a very little of them. The Roman 
hiſtorians, as Titus Livius, and Tacitus, are ſeldom uſed there. Sueto- 
nius, Eutropius, and Cornelius -Nepos, are preferred, and the laſt is one 
of the beſt authors which are put into the hands of youth. Greek 
is but little taught; and the New Teſtament is generally the ber hu 
Alira of inſtruction in this linguage, if Homer be excepted;i which is read 
in the high claſſes of ſome colleges. But the Grech tragedies, and the 
comedies of the celebrated Latin author Terence, and eyen the eaſſeſt 
poets, and almoſt as famous, ſuch us Pindar Abaereom, Heſidd, and 
Fe not read there. A dale modern . 
ent utarch 


„ 1 
- 


652 |  , , TRAVELS IN NORTH AMERICA, 


Plutarch, Lucian, &c.'the ſtudentsknow nothing more of thoth than what 
curioſity: and a love of inſtruction, very” rare among them, may enable 
tbem to know, by the tranſlations of them which they procure. The 
Orations are the only work of Cicero taught in the academies or in the 
colleges; at leaſt entirely, and in the original language. His Offices, his 
pee his Dialogues; his Tracts upon the Laws, upon Friendſhip, 
Pupon: Oratory; are PO" b * leaſt, en than 01 
dean; Tutu (6 240 
-. The Elements of Euclid, and the Firſt Principles of Conie Sections, 
are the complement of mathematical inſtruction. The mechanics, 
hydroſtatics, and hydraulics,” are taught after the works of Nicholſon,” 
oftener-after-thoſe-of Ferguſſon, and the moſt often after thoſe of En- 
field. The name of Newton is revered in America, and where can it 
not be ſo? But his works are little Ke Nur too 1 time 18 allowed 
for them to be generally comprehended. - 

The few practical inſtructions a are n in oe e; 
ſchools upon the manner of finding the height of the fun, for the purpoſe 
of knowing the longitude, excepted, there is hardly any other branch of 
this ſpecies of information cultivated in any of the colleges of the United 
States: and the very ſmall number of mariners who with to be inſtruct- 
ed only in the practice of taking obſervations for computing the longi- 
tude, cannot find any means of doing it in America, and are induced to 
ſearch for this information in England. Vet the: tonnage of American 
veſſels; navigating every ſea in the world, may be eſtimated for ſome 
years. paſt at ſeven. hundred thouſand tons annually';. and improvements 
in navigation are the certain enn of ann Profits ing 
trom the commerce of the ſeas. | gin bus Mi 51 

There are in moſt of the 1 3 philofophient'laftraments, of 
| urious degrees of perfection; and the youth receive more inſtruction in 
experimental philoſophy. than in the more exact ſciences. Ido not be- 
eye that there is any particular profeſſor in chemiſtry in any other col- 
Jeges- chan in thoſe of New-York, Prince's-town in New Jerſey, and at 
A | Cambridge 
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Cambridge in Maſſachuſetts. The little which is taught of this ſcience in 
other places, is by profeſſors wow teach POP 1 ben, 
together. 
I will not take upon myſelf to decide upon Waun infiruion) but I 
have been informed that in many colleges it is excellent; and I be- 
lieve it may not be doubted but that this excellence will extend over all 
America; and if we reflect, that in a country where the love of money 
is ſo predominant, the profeſſion which procures the moſt of it by the 
extenſion of acquaintance, which captivates without abſorbing the Whole 
mind in ſtudy, muſt produce many well- informed men; and it will be 
eaſy from thence to deduce the reaſons why the claſs of medicine pro- 
. duces in America more learned men of almoſt all kinds than all the 
others, and why the ſcience of medicine is better, n and more 
completely taught. 
The ſtudy of theology is very contend; in the American dale but 
I do not pretend to en * anal want olf this. . as an 
* g ; 1 i 2 40424-18444 
But the ſtudy of. common! . of ths — . of thoſe of 
particular ſtates, or of the United States, make no part of the inſtruction 
received in the colleges. This circumſtance cxcites aſtoniſument, in 
a republic where each individual may aſpire to become a legiſlator, 
and where every one, as an clector, ought to be capable of judging him 
ſelf. the qualifications and conduct of the candidates, the acts and ordi- 
nances of government, and ee all, he ha to aid his _ 
in order to fulfil them. Nia a] 
It is not leſs extraordinary, that: the Haſs of the United 8 of 
their revolution, of the events which preceded and forced it; of the ob- 
ſtacles of every nature which: they had to overcome; of tho ſacrifices: of 
eaſe, of the money and blood of their fallowe citizens which they had to 
make; of the mutual ſuceours which the different ſtates afforded in theſe 
important and perilous circumſtances, ſhould not be taught in the col- 
leges or academies of America, where the hiſtory of England is the only 
modern one which the youth read. Liberty is dearer to thoſe who 
* | know 
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know how much it coſt to obtain it; and in a free country, the love of 
| liberty, obedience to the laws, and reſpect for the conſtitution, are the 
baſis of public morals. The hiſtory of every people who have fought for 
their liberty, abounds in traits of devotedneſs, of courage, and of diſin- 
teteſtedneſs, in which that of the American war is very fertile. The 
tranſmiſſion to poſterity of the names of thoſe who have honoured the 
American revolution, not only in the higheſt offices, but alſo in inferior 
Nations, is a ſacred duty of the governments, and that can never be com- 
pletely fulfilled, but by inculcating it in the public ſchools, Can it be 
feared leſt this kind of inſtruction ſhould have the effect of eternalizing 
the antipathy or preference of the American nation to ſuch or ſuch Eu- 
ropean nation? No; it would only prolong the ſweet remembrance. of 
the acquiſition of liberty, and this remembrance is the peculiar, property 
of youth, and of future ages. This remembrance is the hiſtory of the 
United States; their citizens cannot neglect making themſelves familiar 
with theſe great events without committing an injury, and, I will ſay, 
further, without incurring the ſhame of being ignorant of what it is the 
firſt duty of every man belonging to a free people to know. But this re- 
membrance cannot engage them in any ſteps contrary. to the duties of a 
moral and wiſe policy; it confirms them in the . reſolution of keeping 
themſelves for ever independent of any foreign nation; and it leaves on 
the minds of the Americans impreſſions of ſatisfaction and of pride, which, 
when they become united with a ſound and r morality, are 
the embrios of private and public virtus. 

In the courſe of my journal I have had occaſion to ſpeak of e 
ſocieties. They are ſufficiently numerous in America; but, as I have 
obſerved, they are not directed in a manner which can make them of 
that degree of utility of which they are capable, and of which America 
ſtands ſo much in need. Theſe ſocieties are not aſſiduouſſy attended by 
their members, and this inconvenience belongs to that general cauſe, that 
conſtant e gain ſo nn e no . ſor 
r e * 82.41 7 al 
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more diligently attended, where ſome obſervations are made, though per- 


haps leſs perfect, and with leſs aſſiduity, than might be defired. The 


medical ſociety of New York appears to be that which applies itſelf with 
the greateſt diligence to the cultivation of thoſe branches of knowledge 
conſonant to its inſtitution. For ſome time this ſociety has continued 
to publiſh monthly a kind of journal, filled wich uſeful and e 
tracts. | 

Beſides this there is not any uſeful Journal or periodical work pub- 
liſhed in America of any importance; there was one publiſhed during 
four years at Philadelphia, under the title of the American Muſeum, 
really intereſting, on account of ſome pieces which it contained upon po- 
litics, literature, ſome extracts from good Engliſh works, and for the de- 
tails which it gave of the principal matters relative to commerce and 
navigation, and of the adminiſtration of the United States. This journal 
ceaſed to appear in 1792, becauſe the ſubſcriptions for it had ceaſed to be 
abundant enough to reimburſe the editor for the expences attending it. 
This was certainly for Ameriea one of the moſt intereſting works worthy 
of ſupport ; but reading has hitherto been the occupation of only a few 
Americans, and that of political pamphlets, or rather thoſe of party, en- 
gages the attention of the greater part of thoſe few ; ſo that while there 
are in the cities, and even in the- villages of the United States, more 
printing offices in proportion than in any city in Europe, the preſſes 
there are principally employed on ſome books of religion, ſermons; ſome 
claſſical books, ſome geographical dictionaries, upon reprinting Engliſh 


works, and, above all, upon a great number of newſpapers. Many works 


of merit, however, had their birth in America; ſuch as the Hiſtory of 
the Revolution of the United States, and that of South Carolina, by Dr. 
Rawmsar, of Charleſton; the hiſtories of certain ſtates, among which 
that of New Hampſhire, by Dr. Ber.xnae, of Boſton, holds a diſtin- 
guiſhed rank; the American Encyclopedia, which, though partly ex- 
tracted from the Engliſh Encyclopedia, has a great number of ori- 
ginal articles, and is a work of great utility; in ſhort, there are many 
other tracts, general or particular, upon the United States, and doubtleſs 

Vo. II. * ; many 
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many which, while I did not name, 1 did not intend to exclude, any 
farther than I was 'not acquainted with them, -or which had: eſcaped 'my 
memory. If I have not included in this liſt the Defence of the Ameri- 
can Conſtitution, by John Adams; the Obſervations upon Virginia, by 
Mr. Jefferſon; the Letters of General Waſhington during the War; it 
is becauſe I ſpeak here only of the employment of the American preſſes, 
and that theſe celebrated works were printed originally in England. 
Numerous as the newſpapers in America may be, they do not ſupply 
the want of journals, or periodical publications. Few foreign political 
articles of moment find a place in them; indeed they are nothing more, 
at leaſt, in the larger towns, than the Camp Lift, or the Common Advertiſer, 
in which parties attack each other, and deal out ſcandal; and as it often 
happens, when the parties arrive at a certain point of exaltation, the moſt 
vehement are thoſe who find the moſt ſubſcribers, even wee thoſe 
who blame them moſt. | 

In the debates of congreſs, ſpeeches Gall of bids drawn from a Abe 
ledge of things, and remarkable for good logic, are often heard; indeed 
there are but few men there who ſpeak upon ſubjects which they do not 
underſtand. It is alſo ſaid, but I am not capable of deciding,” that the 
members there expreſs themſelves in the beſt language. But prolixity is, 
in ſome meaſure, the common fault of American orators, who, like the 
writers of the new world, are not deſirous of leaving any thing to be in- 
terpreted by the underſtandings of their auditors or readers. 

The moſt common vice of the inferior claſs of the American Wy 
is drunkenneſs, The uſe which they make of ſpirituous liquors, in pre- 
ference to thoſe of beer, cyder, and wine, greatly aids this diſpoſition. 
This excepted, there are, without doubt, fewer crimes committed in 
America than among an equal number of people in Europe; and the 
cauſe of it may be found in the eaſy circumſtances of the people, the firſt 
ſource; of the morality of nations. Aſſaſſinations are not unknown there, 
but they are very rare; and thefts, eſpecially in the country, are not fre- 
quent, though public confidence be the only ſafeguard of property. They 
are, as in Europe; more frequent in cities, and for the fame reaſon. 

The 
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The crime of counterfeiting bank bills is pretty common, and becomes 


more ſo every year. This offence is alſo frequent in thoſe countries 


where bank notes paſs as the current money; it is alſo, without doubt, 
the moſt dangerous to the public confidence. On this account there are 
men in America, humane in other reſpects, who contend that the pu- 
niſhment of death ought to be inflicted upon thoſe who have been pro- 
nounced guilty of counterfeiting the legal currency. But independently 
of every conſideration of -conveniericy, or even of right, to inflict the 
pain of death there is, in this opinion, more of political reſentment than 
of exact juſtice. If ſevere laws were made, and rigoroufly executed, to 
prevent fraudulent tranſactions from becoming ſo often the means of ac- 
cumulating riches, and which, at the ſame time, ſhould have a ſufficient 
influence upon the manners of the people, as to deſtroy that reſpect and 
high conſideration, which is too often paid to men merely becauſe they 
are opulent, they would certainly reduce the number of crimes more than 
the fear of death, which —— "_—_ to * but little effect in this 
reſpect. 1 

If I n VE Gans PP: in ee en e of hes 
coming rich, as the common characteriſtic of the American people, and 
eſpecially in the inhabitants of cities, I ſhall be as exactly juſt in adding 
that this diſpoſition does not hurry them on to avarice. Without being 
profuſe, or forgetting the intereſt of their families, they know: how to 
be at proper times expenſive, even with oſtentation, and they do not 
refuſe to aſſiſt the unfortunate, When proper opportunities for it oc- 
cur. The unfortunate ſufferers by the fires at Charleſton and Savan- 

nah, and by the dreadful diſcaſe which raged at Philadelphia and New 
Vork, &. &c. have been relieved by the abundant ſubſeriptions of the 
citizens of almoſt all the American towns here thoſe: diſaſters did not 
take place; and it is certainly the duty of a Frenchman to do homage to 
that generoſity ſo liberally extended to the unfortunate inhabitants of the 
French iſlands, whom burnings and the threats of death had thrown deſ- 
titute upon the ſhores of America. Though I have taken great pains to 


Pe a 5 account of the amount of theſe ſuccours given by 
4P 2 almoſt 
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almoſt all the American towns to theſe unfortunate people, I have only 
been able to obtain it in part, and have conſigned the account to the ar- 
chives of the town where I have been able to collect them, and ſhould 
have been glad to have been able to have preſented the ſtate with the 
grateful thanks of my countrymen. I do not doubt but the total of theſe 
benefactions is more than two hundred thouſand dollars; and I do not 
include in this ſum the relief afforded by individuals to individuals offered 
with ſincerity, a feeling for misfortune, and, I may add, with fraternal af- 
fection. The wants of theſe French coloniſts, driven from their country, 
and deſpoiled by barbarity, were ſooner felt, ſooner ſuccoured in the towns 
of the United States, where theſe unfortunate victims arrived, than ex- 
preſſed by themſelves; and theſe fuccours have hardly had any other 
term applied to them than neceflaries ; theſe ſufferers ſtill abide, and 
have continued to abide, in ſome of the towns during the laſt four years. 
I know examples of whole families being admitted for two years to the 
intimacy and comforts of American families. I have alſo known ſome to 
whom houſes have been let, of which the expences have been defrayed, 
and who would ſtill receive the ſame hoſpitality, if they themſelves had 
not refuſed to profit by theſe kindneſſes any longer. I know maſters of 
boarding houſes, who, learning that theſe French gueſts quitted their 
houſes, becauſe the ſmallneſs of the fum of money which they were able 
to ſave in their flight was not ſufficient to defray their expences, have 
cordially ſolicited their further abode with them as friends, and have at 
length prevailed over their delicacy to accept the offered kindneſs. | I 
know Frenchmen who having had a great-diſtance to travel before they 
arrived at a convenient port, from whence they could depart for their 
own country, have been with their families lodged and nouriſhed gratui- 
touſly, becauſe they werr Frenchmen and unfortunate. Similar examples 
abound, and certainly ſo many of theſe facts are greatly honourable both 
to the nation and to the individuals to whoſe beneficence they belong. 
Euvery private individual in all the United States af America, has an 
entire liberty of conſcience; and almoſt all the religions known in Eu; 

rape are thoſe of the ſectaries there. But there are ſome ſtates Where the 
- conſtitution 
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conſtitution requires of every citizen entering upon the legiſlative or exe- 


cutive function, to ſwear * that he believes in one God, in the future re- 


wards and puniſhments of another life, in the holineſs of the Old and 
New Teſtament, and that he profeſles the Proteſtant religion.” In ſhort, 
with individuals, and even with ſome ſocieties, religion is one of the ob- 
jects which occupies the leaſt of the attention of- the American people; 
and it is affirmed that in thoſe ſtates where Preſbyterianiſm has preſerved 
the moſt of appearance, of influence, and of rigidity, it is exerciſed in 
general only for the ſake of form. 


There are in almoſt all the towns of America, at leaſt in the principal 


cities of the ſtates, ſocieties for agriculture, ſocieties for the encouragement 
of arts, and for the formation and maintenance of public libraries ; theſe 
laſt excepted, few among them attain the end propoſed, and but few of 
them can ever be able to attain it in the preſent ſtate of America. The ex- 
pences which theſe laſt ſocieties incur in ſmall pamphlets, are paid by vo- 
hantary ſubſcription, in which the inhabitants of the United States, in 
eaſy circumſtances, are more liberal when the public good is the object 
of them, than they are in beſtowing their time in reading them. 

There are alſo a conſiderable number of charitable ſocieties, ſome of 
which are marine ſocieties, whoſe purpoſe is, in forme towns, to provide 
a ſubſiſtence for the wives and children of captains, or maſters, who die 
at ſea; or for providing aſſiſtance to all veſſels wrecked upon their coaſts. 
There are alſo ſocieties for the affiftance of emigrants; that is to ſay, for 
aſſiſting with advice and ſuccours thoſe ſtrangers who arrive from Eu- 
rope, with an intention of eſtabliſhing themſelves in America, Others 
ſubſcribe for the ſupport of hoſpitals and ſchools, and for the diſtribution 
of proper medicines ; there are ſome for the. purpoſe of amehorating the 
ſituation of priſoners; ſome alſo ſor the civilization of the Indians; and, 
laſtly, others unite themſelves for the purpoſe of accelerating in America 
the.cpoch of the deſtruction of ſlavery. In all theſe different cbaritable 
ſocieties, compoſed: of men of all claſſes, of all ꝓrofeſſions, and of all reli- 
gions, there is not one in which ſome of the people called Quakers are 
not to be ſound; they are the agents of a great many of them, and of 
1 ſome 
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fome they are the promoters and almoſt the only members; ſuch as thoſe 
who have the liberty of the negroes for their object. | 
Without becoming on this account an extravagant enthuſiaſt of the 
Quakers, it is impoſſible not to remark, that in every place where any be- 
neficent plan 1s formed for the good of humanity, there they are always 
ready viſitors. They are perhaps, as is ſaid of them, as much engaged 
in the occupation of amaſſing riches, as thoſe who do not belong to their 
ſociety; but granting it to be ſo, this does not prevent them from ap- 
plying themſelves, upon every occaſion, to acts of kindneſs and benefi- 
cence. Their tenets, their principles, and their laws, rigorouſly preſcribe 
this duty; and their conſtant inſpection over their ſocieties inures them 
to it. And though there may be hypocrites among them, which is un- 
fair to preſume, this pretended hypocriſy, which would be a vice in thoſe 
whom it might ſway, ought yet to be reſpected, ſince the good which 
may reſult from it, may cauſe it to be turned to the public advantage, 
and would even become a credit to their ſociety. There muſt, without 
doubt, be found among the great number of members of their commu- 
nion, fome bad men, but they cannot be notoriouſly ſo without being 
excluded the ſociety. If there be among the American citizens ſome 
Quakers whom falſe or hazardous ſpeculations have drawn into proceed- 
ings which delicacy and equity condemn, their number is but ſmall ; and 
the quantity of Quakers engaged in commerce 1s nearly equal to that of 
the men who compoſe their whole ſociety. Their private manners are 
regular and pure, and the luxury of thoſe who reſign themſelves the 
moſt to it, does not exceed the eaſe and conveniences of life. The 
courts of juſtice are never engaged in deciding the differences which take 
place among them, and the number of law-ſuits between the Quakers 
and other citizens is but ſmall, in compariſon of their multitude, and the 
quantity of their property. Submiſſive to the laws of the country where 
they live, no ſtate, whatever its conſtitution may be, has more quiet and 
more faithful ſubjects. Their wiſhes for the freedom of ſlaves, and their 
efforts to haſten the period of its accompliſhment, has created them vio- 
lent _ irreconcileable enemies in every part of the world. It may be, 

| that 
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that the exalted zeal of ſome individuals may haye drawn them beyond 
the bounds of a juſt convenience, and from a well digeſted prudence, 
and thoſe are certainly blameable. But have they ever been even accuſed 
of having excited the negroes to rebellion? It has been by pleading and 
petitioning for them, as unhappy. beings and as men; it has been by 
riſing againſt ſlavery that they have ſhewn themſelves their friends; and 
the Quakers are not the firſt men in whom a deſire to diſſipate errors and 
to procure redreſs for the injured has produced hatreds and eyen per- 
ſecutions. 

Perhaps it may be delicate to diſcuſs the 3 of negro ſlavery, at 
a period when ſo many crimes and ſo many unparalleled atrocities have 
been committed under the pretext of their emancipation; whence ſo 
many miſeries, either 1urremediable, or at leaſt difficult to repair, have re- 
ſulted to the ſtate, to proprietors, and to the negroes themſelves. This queſ- 
tion however is foreign to my ſubject. But the Quakers had no hand in 
cauſing theſe calamities; and their adherence to the cauſe of ſuffering 
humanity, and their frequent petitions in favour of the negroes, do them 
honour, as well as their vigilance, as citizens, in executing the laws 
which are favourable to this-claſs of men. How honourable to them are 
thoſe perſevering cares and aſſiduous attentions to the hoſpitals and pri- 
ſons, in which they expoſe themſelves to the danger of catching the 
dreadful yellow fever when it appears! I am ſpeaking of them as citi- 
zens, without any regard to their opinions, to their rules and orders, or 
to the auſterity of their manners; in this reſpect, I believe that a nation 


which has really at heart the 00 of mankind, cannot have better or 


more uſeful ſubjects. 

_ The inferior claſſes of workmen, 2 to thoſe who, labour in the 
ports, do not appear to me to be ſo ruſtic in America as they generally do in 
the old world. The reaſon of this is, without doubt, that they are treated 
with more civility, and conſidered. by thoſe Who employ. them as free 
men with whom they have contracted, rather than as workmen, whom 
they compel to labour. They are like the workmen, of every claſs, both 
| | | in 
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in town and country, much better paid than in Europe, by which they 
are enabled to live well. There is not a family, even in the moſt miſer- 
able hut in the midſt of woods, who does not eat meat twice a day at leaſt, 
and drink tea and coffee; and there is not one who drinks pure water; 
the proverbial wifh of having a chicken in the pot, is more than accom- 
pliſhed in America. The ſhopkeeper and the artizan hve much better 
here than in Europe ; and the table of a family, in eaſy circumſtances, 
hving upon their income, is not better ſerved in England and France, 
than a great many of thoſe of tailors, hair-dreſſers, &c. of Philadelphia, 
of New York, or of all other large towns in America. 

Though there be no diſtinctions acknowledged by the law in the United 
States, fortune, and the nature of profeſſions form different claſſes. The 
merchants, the lawyers, the land-owners, who do not cultivate their land 
themſelves (and the number, which is ſmall from the ſtate of Delaware 
to the north, is great in the ſtates of the ſouth), the phyſicians, and the 
clergy, form the firſt elaſs. The inferior merchants, the farmers, and the 
artizans, may be included in the ſecond; and the third claſs is compoſed 
of workmen, who let themſelves by the day, by the month, &c. 

In balls, concerts, and public amuſements, theſe claſſes do not mix; 
and yet, except the labourer in ports, and the common failor, every one 
calls himſelf, and is called by others, a gentleman ; a ſmall fortune is ſuffi- 
cient for the afſumption of this title, as it carries men from one claſs to 
another. They deceive themſelves very much who think that pure re- 
publican manners prevail in America. 

The white Americans, by a pride which cannot be blamed, and which 
proceeds from the negroes being generally employed in the ſervice, is 
aſhamed of the ſituation of a domeſtic ; ſo that there cannot be reck- 
oned throughout the whole extent of the United States, twenty native 
Americans in the ftate of domeſtic ſervants. The claſs of domeftics in 
America is compoſed of poor prieſts, Germans, and of negroes and mu- 
lattoes ; and as foon as the firſt have acquired a little money, they quit 
that ſtation, regarded with a fort of contempt, and eftabliſh themſelves 

| upon 
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upon land, which they clear and till, or in a ſmall trade. In hort, they 


become independent of a maſter. Hence it may caſily * inferred, . 


ood ſervants are not readily found in America. 

The prejudice which, cauſes the men in. America to . ſo —_ a 0 
pugnance to the ſtate of domeſtic ſervitude, does not influence the Women 
in the ſame degree; nothing is more common than to ſee young women 
of good families, in the ſituation of ſervants, during the firſt years of their 
youth. Eyen their parents engage them in this ſituation without ſhocking 
any idea. I have been told by M. de FavBoxNxE, a Frenchman, formerly 
a captain in the regiment of Auvergne (and whom the pride of indepen- 


dence induced to take up the buſineſs of a gardener for the ſupport 


of his family, though he Was ſorty - ſix years of age), that he had had 
in his ſervice, as maid- ſervant, the niece of the Mayor of the city of New 
Vork, a young woman very honeſt, and well brought up. Similar ex- 
amples are very common. 

In a country which has belonged to e for a long. time, of 


which the moſt numerous and neareſt connections are yet with England, 
and which carries on with England almoſt all its commerce, the man- 


ners of the people muſt neceſſarily reſemble, in a great degree, thoſe of 
England. To the American manners particularly, thoſe relative to liv- 
ing are the ſame as in the provinces of England. As to the dreſs, the 
Engliſh faſhions are as faithfully; copied, as the ſending, of merchandiſe 
from England, and the tradition of taylors and mantua- makers will ad- 
mit of. The diſtribution of the apartments in their houſes is like that 
of: England, the furniture is Engliſh, the town, carriages are either Eng- 
liſh, or in the Engliſh taſte ; and it is no ſmall, merit among the ſaſhion- 
able world to have a coach newly arrived from London, and of the neweſt 
faſhion. The cookery. is Engliſn, and, as in England, after dinner, Which 
is not very long, the ladies withdraw, and; give place to drinking of wine 
in full bumpers, . the, moſt prominent pleaſure of the day, and which 

it is, confequently, very natural to prolong as late as paſible...., ._ ..... 
There are great dinners, numerous tea partics, inyited a long time in 


Vor. II. | 4Q | adyance, 
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\ advance, but no ſocieties. So that theſe tea aſſemblies are cvery where 
a fund of amuſement for the ladies. Balls and plays are much frequented. 
It is generally underſtood that theſe kinds of diſſipation belong only to 
the towns, and particularly to large cities. Luxury is very high there, 
eſpecially at New York. and Philadelphia, and makes a dangerous pro- 
> greſs every year; but eaſily to be conceived, ſince luxury is, in ſome de- 
gree, the repreſentation of riches, Temes tent wg 
tinction. 
There are ſome perſons who ſurpaſs their denden already too far 
advanced, in luxury; theſe injure the manners of the country, but while 
the people eenſure, they purſuc theſe ſeductive paths; and frequent and 
ſumptuous dinners are held in as high conſideration in the new as in the 
old world; and this cuſtom has its advantages very often. It has been 
| Teen that this conſideration has raiſed to tha place of temporary preſident 
of the ſenate of the United States, a man who was not eſteemed by any of 
thoſe who elected him, or by any other, either for his talents, his qualities, or 
for his character, but he entertained his friends with fumptuous dinners. 
In the other towns, and eſpecially in the country, luxury is leſs prevalent, 
but it continually increaſes, and often out of proportion with wealth. 
| The women every where poſſeſs, in the higheſt degree, the domeſtic 
virtues, and all others; they have more ſweetneſs, more goodneſs, at 
| | leaſt as much courage; but more ſenſibility, than the men. Good wives, 
and good mothers, their huſbands and their children engage their whole 
attention; and their houſehold affairs occupy all their time and all their 
; cares; deſtined by the manners of their country to this domeſtic life, 
} their education in other reſpects is too much neglected. They are amia- 
; ble by their qualities and their natural difpoſition, but there are very few 
among them who are ſo from any acquired accompliſhments. What 
they eſteem to be virtue in wives is the virtue of the whole ſex ; and if 
in the United States malice may throw out her ſuſpicion upon twenty, 
there are certainly not above ten of them who can be accuſed juſtly, and 
INTUIT GR ret gate 1 have heard ſome huſbands 
complain, 


8 
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obmplain, that the urgency of their wives makes this irreproachable vir- 
doe coſt them dear. But Where _ world 1s ook Aa —_ where evil 


is not found by the fide of goodꝰ 
The young women here enjoy a Elan which, to „ cench wanne 


would appear. diſorderly ; they go out alone, walk with young men, and 


depart with them from the reſt of the company in large aſſemblies; in 
ſhort, they enjoy the ſame degree of liberty which, married women, dg in 
France, and which married women here do not take. But they are fas 
from abuſing it; they endeavour to pleaſc, and the unmarried women 
deſire to obtain huſbands; and they know that they. ſhall not fucceed if 
their conduct becomes fuſpeRted.. / Sometimes, they are abufed by the 
men who deceive; them, but then they add not to the misfortune of hav- 
ing engaged their hearts to a eruel-man the regret of deferving it, which 
might give them remorſe· When they have obtained à huſband, they 
love him, becauſe he is their huſband, and becauſe they have not an idea 
that they ean do —— — they revere n by a Hine: ah fats reli- 
gion, which neyer varies. o 

I do * or why ores — 
nn but none appear ſo, though indeed they do not bear the image 
of the moſt deſirable happineſs. In the inferior claſſes of ſociety, where 
the manners of the women are as exempt from reproach as in the more 


Vet according to all which J have been, able to collect, it is the illufion 


of a marriage, which, they believe to be decided, which. engages them to 


_ give further liberties than they otherwiſe would do without this falſe 
hope. The fault therefore lies entirely in the men who deceive the young 
women; without it can be juſt to accuſe thoſe of Mine e 
not the prudence, to guard themſelwes againſt it. b 34843 

There ſormerly Was 4 caſtor in New England, and —— in 
Connecticut, which various American travellers, in their accounts, attri- 
dute to vicious manners; but who, I confeſs, ought to accuſe me of dul- 
neſs, becauſe it always appeared to me, on the contrary, to be the effect 
ofthe — and the moſt innocent intentions. A trayellex 


102 arrived 


elevated claſſes, it is ſaid that thoſe of the young women are more eaſy. 


44 
. \ 
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arrived at the houſe of a friend, and the beds of the family were engaged. 
He was put to bed with the'family—with" the boys, if there were any; 
and with the girls, if there were no boys. It may be conceived, that it 
is eaſier for Europeans to compoſe pleaſant tales, and to draw merry in- 
ferences from this cuſtom, than to examine it in its _— t 
and the beneficence of its intention. | N 

Hoſpitality among this new people was one ofithe virtues hoialdie- 
garded as # duty, and the moſt religiouſly obſerved. Their houſes were 
few and ſmall. A traveller to. whom an entrance into one of theſe had 
been denied at the end of the day, was not able to find another lodging 
near; their hoſpitable manners could not ſuffer him to be refuſed ; and 
the idea of diſorder did not enter the head of the parents, or that of their 
daughters, and the gueſt was admitted into the hoſpitable roof; and it 
was not remarked that he arrived inconveniently. The part of the 
clothing which was not thrown off, was rather a homage paid to the dif- 
ference of ſexes than a neceſſary means of ſecurity; and the next day the 
traveller departed, to find on the next evening another hoſpitable 
jodging. This cuſtom, known by the name of bondelage; ceaſed, in pro- 
portion as houſes became larger, the roads more ted, and taverns 
eſtabliſhed ; but the day when the idea of 3 pen _ 
—_— the manners had loſt their innocence.  / 

I have heard it ſaid by men who had been admitted to this pectes of 
hoſpital ity, and whoſe manners were certainly not very ſcrupulous,” that 
the ſlighteſt attempt which they had ever made to abuſe this reception 
had been received with violent repulſes, and had cauſed them ſometimes 
to be turned out of bed, arid ſometimes even out of the houſe; and no 
one ever told me that he had ever ſucceeded in attempting to take ad- 
vantage of this cuſtom ; but their dehcacy had not prevented them from 
deſiring it, and would not have hindered them from avowing it. 
There probably may have been examples to the contrary; but they 
could only be reckoned as exceptions, and too few to have authoriſed 
writing travellets to have played ſo much upon this cuſtom, which, 
i it is conſidered at what period ir tool place, and with What in- 

tention 


* 


ol 
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tention it was eſtabliſhed, is a credit to the manners of the country, and 
to the times in which it was practiſed. Be this as it may, the cuſtom 
has ceaſed long ago, ſo that there is no more truth in the account of 
thoſe writers who repreſent it to exiſt at preſent, than there is of juſtneſs 
and goodneſs in their Judgment when "Ay attack the ITE of 1 it, or 
pervert the intention. 1. 4 Tr 

But the cuſtom which exiſts ſtill, and which may ock the manners 
of an European, is that of being admitted to ſleep upon mattreſſes and 
upon blankets in the ſame chambers where the huſband and wife fleep 


in their bed, and the children of the family, boys and girls, in theirs. 


This cuſtom is alſo to be attributed to the ſcarceneſs of houſes, and their 
ſmallneſs, which is generally reduced to one chamber, which renders this 
practice neceſſary in thoſe parts of the United States which are thinly in- 
ited. I have more than once found myſelf in ſuch a lodging when 
been travelh g alone, or with companions of my journey, and 
have met with travellers to whom I was a ſtranger: © The cham- 
bers re very. ſmall; and men often fleep near the bed of young and 
handſome girls, whoſe ſimplicity is not ſufficiently. alarmed to make any 
change in their cuſtomary night dreſs. It the ſtranger ſo lodged has his 
ſleep retarded or broken by the ideas ſuggeſted by a ſituation to which he 
is ſo little accuſtomed, it is un; the fault nor 612115 07 _ 1 854 
and kind hoſts. | 
As to the large towns, ai mit onus ones,” - this means 
of libextiniſm there are perhaps more numerous than in Europe, and 1 


hear ſay that a great many huſbands make uſe of theſe means- As in 


Europe; poverty and vanity of dreſs are the determining motive which 
] women into the paths of: proſtitution ;—ſo it is in the great 
towns of America: and among the married women, thoſe whom the 
long abſence and inattention of their huſbands leave without ſure means 
of ſubſiſtence, rly the wives of ſeafaring-men, are, 1f not abſo- 
lutely the only | frequently accuſed of this illicit practice. 
I ought to/add/farther, that the condition of the girls-who are kept in 
the houſes ſet apart for proſtitution, is viewed by-the lower orders of the 
l American 
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American people with weaker prepoſſeffions than in Europe, and is look- 
ed upon merely in the ſame manner as every other trade: there are 
many examples of this deſcription of women, who leave thoſe fituations, 
place themſelves as ſervants, or are married, aud make faithful domeſtics 
and honeſt wives. The municipal police connives at this kind of houſes; 
but if the neighbours complain of any exterior ſcandal, they are inſtantly 
ſhat;:and the inhabitants carried to the houſe of correction. 

The Americans marry young, eſpecially in the country: the 8 
which the young men, who generally eftabliſh themſelves very early 
either in ſame new lands or in ſome trade, have for a wife to aſſiſt them 
in their labours, conduces to theſe _ — as much as the purity 
of manners. 

In the villages, marriages are leſs frequent 51 60 haſty, h 

N bace the introduction of luxury renders an acquired fortune more neceſ- ö 
fary ; and the young men hardly feel the neceſſity of loving, with the 

project of marriage, till they have already ſatisfied, or are in the way of 

fatisfying, the more imperious neceſſity of gaining money. But however 

good the marriages may be, the wife who dies is readily replaced by an - 

other. In the country ſhe is, as in Europe, a neceflary friend to the ma- 

nagement of domeſtic affairs—ſhe is the ſoul of the family. In town ſhe 

is ſo too. She is an indiſpenſable reſource for domeſtic affairs, while her 

huſband is engaged in his own affairs, as every one is in America; ſhe is 

an aſſiduous companion, and a ſocicty ever ready to be found in a coun- 

try where there are no other but that of the family, and where the — 

uren ſoon quit their paternal abode. | 

H To the ſketch which L have juſt given of the manns of the people of 

1 the United States, I could add ſome features more, but which would 

| augment but little the knowledge which I have tried to give of them 
= collectively; or of them ex/enible;] befides, I am n to finiſh this 

* | article, which appears too long already. - 

| An European. coming into the new world, veid e with kim 

the need of the uſage of the politer attentions of that which he has quit- 

and, he, above all; who brings with him the need of what we call in 


France 


— — 


oo 


there, 4 
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France the charms of ſociety, which we know ſo well how to appreciate, 


of which we know how to participate, and which affords us fo many mo- 


ents of happineſs, —ſuch a man will not find himſelf fatisfied in Ame- 
ca, and his recollections will be continually ſprinkling his. life with 
melancholy. He cannot, if his heart has an occaſion for a friend, hope 
to find there the ſweetneſs of a conſtant and avowed friendſhip. The 
inhabitants of the United States have been hitherto to much engaged in 


their reſpective occupations for the enticements of poliſhed ſociety, to - 


be able to withdraw their attention from them; they have not leyure to 


conſecrate to friendſhip. 
Such an European ought to have for a long time kipcies Europe, in 


order to live quite happy in America. But if he can readily loſe the 


remembrance of it,. or take with him there the deareſt objects of his af- 


fection, he will lead in America a happy and tranquil life. He will there 
enjoy the bleſſing of liberty: in the greateſt extent which it is poſſible to 


deſire in any poliſhed country. He will ſee himſelf with an active peo- 


to obſerve a new progreſs of this new country. He will ſee it every Uny 


Wu * 


ple, eaſy in their circumſtances; and happy. Every day will bring him 


take a ſtep towards that ſtrength and greatneſs to which it is called; to- 


wards that real independence which is for a nation the refult of Marin d 


the means of ſatisfying itſelf. 


- Beſides, every man of talents who ſhall go to America; every Küfe! | 
workman ; and every man who, without any particular talent, ſhall take 


wot property, and ſoon after to acquire an eaſy and honeſt competency. 
Some of the reflections with which I have accompanied the account 


with him alteren courage and reſolution to labour hard, is ſure to find 
fhort time, the means of making himfelf independent, a man 


Thave given in this laſt part of my journal, of the conſtitution, of the 


government, of the laws, of the commerce, and of the manners of tlie 


make to this repr 
what I ſaw and what I thought. I have ſpared no pains to come at 


United States, m e accuſed of ſeverity. What anſwer ought I to 


the truth, and to keep my judgment free from the influence of all pre- 


1 | judice, 


if it be laid upon me? It was my duty to ſay 


| 
} 
[ 
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Judice, and from party ſpirit ; I, am inwardly conſcious of this. Doubtleſs 
nothing obliged me to write a journal; but nothing could make me con- 
ſent, while I was writing it, to diſguiſe, or even to Weaken my opinions. 

It is ſtill more probable, that I ſhall be accuſed of having judged the 


i atual politics of the governing party in America with a French partiality. 


I will not attempt to exculpate myſelf from a ſtrong attachment to my 
country, and to all its intereſts; I believe I do not yield to any one in 
this ſentiment, ſo general among the French; it is in me, independent 
of all the governments which my nation can give. herſelf, as it is of all 
the misfortunes of which I have been, and of which I may ſtill be the 
victim. But I ſhould have reproached myſelf for having yielded to be 
guided in my judgment by ſentiments for which I honour myſelf; 1 
ſhould then have run the riſk of not ſeeing the truth; and it is the truth 
aſter which I have been, ſearching, and for. the ſake of which, l wrote. 
I'think, thereforc, that I have preſerved myſelf from the influence of na- 
tional prejudice, and I hope that the majority of my readers will think * 
ſame. rer 

May America, Rxtagthcncd x all. the advantages 9s nature has 


beſtowed upon her, and with thoſe which a happy concurrence of cir- 


cumſtances has added to them, already rich in her own . 
enjoy with a long proſperity ! 

May the people of America employ, without Ten all their. vigi- 
lance and all their firmneſs to preſerve their liberty and independence, 
which they have ſo gloriouſly acquired! None of her citizens wiſhes this 


more ſincerely than I. In ſhort, may France and the United States draw 


cloſer the bonds of alliance and friendſhip, which it ſo much intereſts the 
two nations to ſtrengthen and to invigorate ! May generoſity, and good 
faith | be the bonds for holding them together ! In political, as in private 
life, theſe are ; the x moſt uſeful and the moſt honourable. | 


* — _ 4 A. . [1 
DS # - a—- © a . = on N = * 5 by =- 
ts 


- £ * 

- 

_ S N . > . " p ＋ 

— 1 C 5447 ies | & \ 'S * 0 . g 1 0 9 " il 
* = % 


#6. #4 p A . a ; bu we. 4 
21 SOA Þ-AP | £17 2244. ? 144 a f 4 g Ss * * : 1 0 4 19 hd » 3 : , b HI 
on \ 7 1 - ; | 4 TY l F | " **x> 13 811. Tx p 8441 
210 446+ * 4 4 #4. „ PITT | 5% Sms #5 + 7 © 4 14 #4 : 14 : & 4 + 3 
9 


e W A add 


I 4434) l 


BY THE DUKE DE LA ROCHEFOUCAULT LIANCOURT. - 681 


I add here a brief view of the reſemblance and differences between 
the conſtitutions of the United States of North America, of that of the 
Union, as well as of thoſe of the different ſtates which compoſe it. 

Theſe tables are the literal tranſlation-of thoſe publiſhed laſt year by | 
Mr. WiLL1aM SMITH, at that time member of congreſs for South | ll 
Carolina, at preſent miniſter of the United States, | 


* 


* — — — — 


Tariff of the Duties which the various Articles of Merchandize imported | 
into the TD) My nde the 1ft of July 1797. | ; 


— 


| - 8 — 
Merchandize — 7 American Bottoms. 125 IT 
5 
Fire-arms and bayonets, not otherwiſe ſpecified, io per cent of their 1 164 
. 9 7 . for the on of ſchools, . 
&c. - | free free 
Aniſeed - 15 per cent of value 
Articles produced o or manufaQtured in the United 
States, liquors excepted - - - | free - - | free 
Anchors - - 3 — 10 per cent of value - 11 
Starch - - - - - |-I5 ditto = - | 16% 
Slate = - - - - |-15 ditto = - | 164 
Steel 1 >; - - |-100 cents per quintal - | 110 
_ ale, and porter, in caſks or in bottles 6 - | 8 cents per gallon. - | 8+ - 
a the value of the bottles - - | 10 per cent of value - | Ix 
Bricks and tiles - |-I5 ditto - - 164 
— hats, and al kinds of head: dreſſes - | 15 ditto = - | 162 
Boots — - | 75 cents per pair - | 824 
Buttons of all kinds - - - - - | I5 per cent of value - | 16+ 
Buckles for ſhoes, _ - - - | 15 ditto = - | 16x 
Bruſhes - . - - | 10 ditto = - 11 
Coin, or ſilver - - - - | free - - | free 
Cambrick 23 - - - | 10 per cent of value - | 11 
Stockings - * - - - |-15 ditto -- - | 16% 
. Wax, and ſpermaceti candles - b cents per pound - | 6x 
Mood unwrought - - - - | free - | free 
Wood wrought (except cabinet wares) . - - | 124 per cent of value 181 
Braſs cannon, and articles made of copper - | I5 ditto - - | 1 
Coaches, or parts of coaches - - - | 20 ditto = - | 22 
- Cards for gaming - - - | 25 cents per pack 27 
1 Cards for cotton and wool  - - - | 59 cents per dozen = 55 
Wl Vor. II. 4R : | 
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— manufactured whthont die or TEA 

Cutlaſſes and * either whole or in en 

Hemp 

Leather tanned, and all ces as leather, 
where the leather is the eſſential article - 

. Citrons - 


Nails = 2 5 2 
Paſteboard and parchment - - 
Types for — = * by 
Dates and - 
Drugs (of 7 apothecary except u thoſe uſed in dyes 
Drugs and wood (for dycing) - 7 


„ 


Lace and laws 
Lace for edges, fringes, . &e. uſed by — 

makers, ſaddlers, &c. 
Malt 
Cabinet ware 
Eſſences, powder, and perfomery - 
Fans, whole or in parts 
Tin, wrought 
old * 
Artificial flowers, feathers, * other ornaments for 
ladies 


— — 


Copper wire, &. — - s 
Cheeſe - - 5 kn * 
Fruits of all kinds 2 4 
China ware 1 4 4 * 


Furs un wrought 


— 


— 


15 ditto 


— 


10 per cent of value 
15 ditto 


100 cents per quintal 


15 per cent of value 
I 5 ditto 
2 cents per pound 
10 per cent of value 
o ditto 
15 ditto 
15 ditto 
free 

10 per cent of value 


* — 
— 


15 ditto 
10 cents per buſhel 
15 per cent of value 


15 ditto 
15 ditto 
free 


: 
| 


15 per cent of value 
free 
7 cents.per pound 
15 per cent of value” 
15 ditto 
free 


* 


Merchandize imported. In American Bottoms. 
| Cables and tarred cordage - - - | 180 cents per quintal - 
Candles made of tallow 1 - - | 2 cents per pound 
Spikes - - - - | 1 ditto =— - 
Capers - - - - - | 15 per cent of value - 
Canes and whips = - - - | 10 ditto = - 
Cinnamon, gooſeberries, comfits, &c. = - | x5 ditto = - 
Chintz, callicoes, muſlins, and all merchandize of 
cotton and wool in colour - - - | 12 ditto = - 
Cocoa nut — - - | 2 cents per pound «+ 
Chocolate - - 8 3 dino - 
Coſmetics — - Ys - | 15 per cent of value - 
Coals - - - - - | 5 cents per buſhel - 
Colours - - - - - | 15 per cent of value - 
Copper wrought = - - - | 15 ditto = - 
—-in ſheets, pigs, and bars - - | free - - 
6 breed 2. the weeth and gums - = | 15 percent of value 
Coffee - - - | cents per pound = 
Cotton = - - | 3 ditto = - 
or 
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* ; 


Merchandize imported. It. American Bottoms, 
Iron wire — — 4 free GY: . 
Packthread - - - - | 400 cents per quintal - 
Gauze - - - 10 per cent of value 
Ginger - » 3:0 5 - | 15 ditto - © "ve? 
Girandoles, whole or in pieces ws » | 20 ditto  - 6 
Gloves and mittens of all kinds - - | I5 ditto .- - 
Lace of gold or —_ - . - | 15 ditto - - 
Glue - - - | 15 ditto = - 
Clothes ready indy < - - | 10 ditto —- - 
— liveries, furniture, and utenſils of profelſſi on, belong- 
ing to perſons contig to reſide in the United States - | free - A 
Oil Foe - - - | 15 percent of value 
Indigo 3 3 5 - | 25 cents per pound 
Jewellery, and anificial nin - | 15 per cent of value 
Phy: things for i not hrs ſpecified - | 10 ditto = be 
Blank books - | 10 ditto +» 3 
Diſtilled liquors from corn. 
— of the firſt proof - - - - | 28 cents per goon” - 
— ſecond — - -” - 1 29 ditto  - - 
— third - - - - | 31 ditto < - 
— fourth - Pl - - - | 34 ditto — a 
„ 5 - 40 dito * 
— ſixth - - - - - | boditto + 4" 
— —— ; | » 
From other matters. 

—_ firſt prodf - 4 = - - | 25 ditto - ar; 
— ſecond - \1 41 > - - | 25 ditto = — 
— third - - - — ] 28 ditto = & 
— fourth — — = | 32 ditto = * 
— fifth - - - - | 38 ditto - a 
— fixthi - = - - - | 46 ditto - _s 
Liquors diſtilled-in the United States, imported in the 

fame veſſels in which they have been * from : 
the United Sintes, viz. * 
From molaſſes. - fy | 
— ſfirſt proof 7 - & = — - | 13 ditto — — 
— ſeeond - [|] — — | 14 ditto - 
— third * - — — 15 ditto = * 
— fourth "yp - — - | 17 ditto = - 
— fifth bs - - - | 21 ditto = - 
—fixth - - - — — 28 ditto t 
58 l 4R2 g 
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Merchandize imported. 


| 


In American bottoms. 


rom matters the produce of the United States, : 
— firſt proof 
— ſecond 
— third - 
— fourth 
— fifth 
— fixth - 
Wool unwrought 
Woollen yarn 
Watches and clocks, in whole or in pieces 
Merchandiſe imported directly from China, or from 
the Eaſt Indies, in veſſels whick do not belong to 
the-United States, (except tea, porcelain, and " 
other articles ſubject to the higher duties 
— Which ſhall be re-exported in the ſame ſhips in 
Which they have been imported 
— not ſpecifically ſpecified in this tariff 
Looking-glaſſes 
Manufactures of tin, compaſitios, and copper 
- — of iron and ſteel, not otherwiſe ſpecified 
— of copper. 
D of lead 
— of cotton and-wool, dyed or coloured - 
— ditto, without being dyed or coloured - 
Marble, ſlate, ſtones, bricks, tiles, tables, mortars, and 
other utenſils of marble or ſlate, and in general all 
work in ſtone or pottery 
Mace (a ſort of fpicery) 


n 


Merchandiſes of-mode * 
olaſſes — 

Muſters and Rre- arms, with e Whole or 
pieces - — — 


— without bayonets, ditto 
uſtard in powder 
Myflins dyed, coloured, &c. - 
—, without dye or colour 
Jutmegs 
Goldſmiths' ware 
ranges 
Olives 
Porcelain 
Dolls for children 
Gun- powder 
Powder for the hair 
Raw bides 


j * L : 
M : 


r 


n 


* 


r 


) 


— 


18 ditto 


15 ditto 


8 ditto 
9 ditto 
11 ditto. 
13 ditto 


7 cents nor gallon 


free 
225 cents per quintal - 


15 per cent of value | 


- 


free - | 
19 per cent of value 
20, dĩtto 
15 ditto 
15 ditto 
15 ditto 


I cent per pound 


- 
-, 

6 5 
- 


124 per cent of value 


1o ditto 


15 ditto 
15 ditto 
15 ditto 
4 cents per gallon 


£ 


15 per. cent in value 
15 ditto 
15 ditto 
124 diito 
10 ditto - 
15 ditto 


15 ditto 
15 ditto 
15 ditto 
15 ditto 
Io ditto 
15 ditto 
free. 


2 


1 


1 
, 


* . 
* 


free 


05 


123 
of value 
free 
11 
22 
163 
16 
16 


RJ 


- 
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K t - "3's 
Merchandize imported, In American Bottoms. ; a 8 
| R 
i 4 
Calaminare ſtone — - - | free - free 
Lead and bullets - by i cent per pound =« | Is 
Paper, painted for tapeſtry = - - |. 15 per cent of value. - 163 
— for writing and wrappery - - | 10 ditto = RES 8 © 
— ſtron - - - - | 15 ditto = - | 163 
Plaſter of Paris - > - - - | free - — 3 ' 
e 1 - - - — - | 6 cents per nd - L 
Piltols, whole or in parts - — - | 15 per wer value | 164 
Paintaings and engravings - - - | loditto =» - | 11 
Allſpice - - - - - | 4 cents per pound = | 43 
Prunes - - - - - | 15 percent of value 163 
Naval proviſions. +- - - fress - | free. 
Wafers - - - — - | 15 per cent of value - 163 
Raiſins - - - - - | 15 ditto = - | 165 
Glauber's ſalt. - - - - | 200 cents per quintal - | 220 
Salt weighing more than 56 Ibs. per buſhel -- | 12 cents for 65-pounds | 134 
— weighing 56 lbs. * * or leſs, =. - |. 12 cents per buſhel - | 13 
Saltpetre - - - | free - free 
Saddles, whole or in dart 3 - 10 per cent of value | '11 
Satin, and other filk ſtuffs - - - | 10 ditto  - +» a Md 
Shoes and pumps of ſilk, for women - | 25 cents per pair 274 
— for men or women — - | 15 ditto. = - | 16 
Sabres and cutlaſſes, in part or whals- - - | 15 per cent of value | 16 
Soap = - * — - | 2 cents per ound, - | 23 
Sulphur — — - - free — A free . 
Sugar, brown — - - - | 2 cents per pound - | 24 
— White clayed =» - - - | 3 ditto = 13 
— powdered - - - - | 3 ditto... - - | 3s. 
— all other refined, and in powder | — — 61 ditto - | 14& 74 
— (Linnpeugas) = — - — 64 ditto - - | 743” 
— in loaves - — — - | 9 ditto, -- -| 9 
— refined - — - - | 64 ditto. - 1 
— candy - — - - | 9 ditto ©, - - | 9%. 
Carpets and matts . - - - - 15 per cent of value - 163 * 
Tobacco in powder - 8 2. - | 22 cents per pound - | 24 
Sail cloth 98 — - — N r „ 
Aj China * Indian. 
— bohea - * — W - 1174 
— ſouchong and other black teas - - | 18 ditto = -=| 27: 
— hyſon imperial - - | 32 ditto = - | $0» 
— other green teas - - >. . - | 20 ditto = *-| 32.5 


| 
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Ky 87 
Merchandize imported. In American YA 53 * 
2 
| Tea _— 12 351 Europe. 
— bohea - - - | 14 ditto _ - - | 17% 
— ſouchong, and aber black 155 — - | 21 ditto + - | 27 
* — hyſon imperial - os - | 4o ditto = - | 430 
— other green teas - . - - | 24 ditto - - 30 
; Tea coming from ny other place. 

— bohea - - - - | 17 ditto - - | 18% 
E ſonchong - - - - | 27 ditto = - | 29, 
— hyſon imperial — _ - | Soditto - - | 55 
— other green teas - | - | zoditto - | 33 
Tobacco manufactured (otherways than in povider) - | 1o cents per 7 pound - | 11 

Glaſs. | | 
— black bottles, et a 10 - - | 10 per cent of value - 11 
— in panes — - | 15 ditto = - 16 
— all other manuſaAures of glaſs - - | 20ditto +« - | 22 
Velvet - - - | 10ditto = — ut 
. Wine in barrels, bottles, or other veſſels. 7 3 | 
— from London, Madeira of the firſt quality - | 5 cents per gallon - | 614 
— London, or brought from Madeira - - | 49 ditto = - 151% 
— other Madeira 4 - } zo ditto. = - 1 44 
— Burguny and 9 - - - 40 dito >| 467 
— Sherry - - - 33 ditto <= - | 33S, 
— Saint Lucar — - - - | 3oditto = - 33 
— Liſbon and Oporto - - - | 25 ditto = «| 27% 
— Teneriff, Royal and Malaga | 20 ditto = - | 22 
The duties upon all other wines ought not to enceel | 
cents per gallon in American veſſels, and 33 cents | 
in foreign veſſels; nor to be leſs than ten cents in 7 1 7 
American veſſels, and eleven in gn veſſels = | 4o per cent of value - 44 
2 Upon the value of the bottles - - | toditto = - | __— 
All ſorts of fruits preſerved in vin - | 15 ditto = - | x64 
All other merchandiſe not alan - | 10 ditto - - | 11 


FINIS. 


| | 


"> 


| | INDEX 17 


TO THE SECOND VOLUME. N 


2 


8 | A. 
| \ CCIDENTS, account L one at Boſton, 


178 ; a conflagration in the woods near 
ingſton, which laſted many days, 231. 
Adams, John, declared Preſident of the United 
States, 521. 


derhook Landing, 216; near Welmington, 
259; at Warwick, 277; at Colonel 
man's, 289. | | ö 
Alexandria, 336“. 
Alexandria, the only Bank in Virginia at, 12. 
America, inconvenience of public carriages in, 
29; low price of land, 68 ; remarks on the 
treaty with Great Britain in 1783, 149, 150; 
- obſervation on letters, 659 ; moral and phy- 
ical education in, 660 ; workmen, their me- 
of living in, 672. 


50 Americans, their civilities to travellers in gene- 


ral, 16; their attachment to the French, 64; 
| their general chatter, 667 ; few natives in 
) 7 domeſtic ſervice, 672 ; their manners ſimilar 
to the Engliſh, 673; their hoſpitality, 677; 
marry young, 678. 
Ames, Mr. at Durham, his character, 148. 
Anabaptiſts, raiſe a colony at Rhode Iſland, 
142 ; their perſecutions, 153. 
- Andover, townthip of, 201. 
Andrews, Mr. mathematical profeſſo at Wil- 
liamſburg college, 28. 
Annapolis, city of, 131; the reſidence of the 
great officers of ſtate of Maryland, ibid. ; its 
churches, 132; its ſituation, 295; popula- 
tion ibid.; ſtate-houſe, deſcnption ot, ibid.; 


ment, ibid.; ſociety and hoſpitality of the 
- city, ibid. ; 
Ann Arundel, county of, 297; its population, 
ibid.; its produce and market, ibid. 
y Arſenals, of the United States, at Springfield, 
208; at Weſt Point, 241. 


its coſt, ibid.; the college, 296; its endow- 


| 48 


Baltimore, deſcription of its buildiags, 130; its 
trade, ibid.; its population, ibid. 

Banks, three at Boſton, one at Salem, one at 
Newbury Point, 160; their capitals and di- 
vividends, 161 ; one at Hudſon, 219; one at 
Wilmington, 266; three at Pennſylvania, 

8 £74; their capitals and dividends, 375 ; two 
at New York, 463 ; their capitals and divi- 
dends, ibid. 

Beef, ſalt, price of at Kinderhook landing, 217. 

Belvidere, account of the town of, 417 ; its po- 
pulation, ibid.; price of land, 418. 

Bethlehem, townſhip of, 211 ; its population, 
401 ; revenues, 402. 

Beverley, Colonel, a tavern-keeper, 201. 

Bird, Ordinary, account of, 68. 

Block Iſland, tamous for cheeſe, 140. | 

Bogardus, Mr. his character, 224 ; deſcription 
of his houſe and farm, ibid. ; cultivation of 
his land, 227 ; remarkable phenomenon on 
his eſtate, ibid. 

Boſton, Port of, its exports, 159 ; imports, ib. ; 

number of veffels in the port, 160; Author's 
third viſit to,—remarks on the preſident's re- 
ſignation, 201; remarks on the commerce of 
England and America, 203; author's final 
departure from, 204. 

Botetourt, Lord, former Governor of Virginia, 
ſtatue to his memory at Williamſburg, 24; 
much disfigured, ibid. | 

Bourgignon, M. Pourchereſſe, charaQter of, 208. 


ſylvama, 346. 

Brandy-Wine, village of, 250; famous for its 
mills, ibid; particular deſcription of one, 
251; labourers moſtly Iriſh and Engliſh, 253; 
a manufactory tor printing linens, 255. 

Brandy-Wine River, 262. 

Brandy-Wine Creek, 249. \ 

Brentford, townſhip of, in the county of Eſſex, 


Briſtol 


201; a large manufactory of ſhoes, ibid. 


= 
7 . 
6 
— — —e— 


— 


- 
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| Bradtord, William, Attorney-general of Peny- 


* 
. 


—B -" 
— * = 
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Briſtol County, its ſe and population, 148. 


Brookfield, near, a great quantity of potatoes 
are raiſed, 206 ; numbers of cattle reared, ib.; 


general produce, ib. 


| Burr, Colonel, his friendſhip for the author, 467. 


Buſh Town, 344*. 


C. 


Caroline county, 293. 


— — 


Carrol, Mr. deſcription of his manſion near Flli- 


cot's Mill, 128 ; at Annapolis, 296. 
Caſtle Iſland, near Boſton, its fortifications, 186. 
Centerville, chief town of Queen Ann's county, 
288; its ſituation, ib. ; population, ib. ; 
church and priſon, ib. 
Charleſtown, in Virginia, deſcription of, 106 ; 
its inhabitants, ib. ; its produce, 107; ſchools, 
ib.; price of learning, 1b. ; churches, ib. 
Chatham, village of, 424. Aa 
Cheſter, chief city of the county of the ſame 
name, 247 ; here the firſt colonial affemb] 
was held, ib. ; its population, 248; its cul- 
tivation, ib. a 
Cheſter, chief town in the county of Kent, 279; 
a college, ib. ; its eſtabliſhment, ib. ; houſes, 
280; courts of judicature, ib. ; manner of ad- 
miniſtering juſtice,” 281 ; robberies very fre- 
quent, 281 ; the cauſe aſſigned, ib. ; account 


a its priſon, 283; poor-houſe for the county,” 


284; expence of, ib. ; regular market, 287. 
Chevalier, M. from Rochefort, account of his 
corn-mill at Richmond, 37. 


"Chew, Benjamin, of Philadelphia, author's re- 


ſpect for him and his family, 384 ; his houſe 
at Germantown the ſeat of an important ac- 
tion in 1777, 392. g 
Child-bearing, uncommon inſtance of, 249. 
Chriſtiana River, 257. 
Chriſtianbrown, farm account of, 413; its pro- 
duce, ib. 
Church-hill, deſcription of the village of, 288; 
its churches, ib. 

GClement's Tavern, account of, 394. 
Coal-mine, account of Mefirs. Graham and 
Slavan's, 65. | 
Coddington, Dr. his baniſhment for religious 
' tenets, 141; purchaſed from the Indians 

Aquidneck, now called Rhode Iſland, 142. 
Cooke, Mr. at Annapolis, his character, 296. 
Cooſooky Mountains, their cultivation, 123; 

price of land, ib. 4 | 
Copper-mine, deſcription of, 244. 


Conſtitutions of the Union, and of the various 


States, 652. 


— 


D. 


Dandridge, Mr. travelling companion of the au- 


chor, 101. 


| 


| 


| 


= 


Delaware, State of,- 266 ; its extent, ib. ; con- 
ſtitution and laws, 267 ; its population, 269 ; 
churches, ib, ; exports, ib. ; mode of taxa- 

tion, 270; amount of taxes, 271. 

De Witt, a phyſician, deſcendant of John De 
Witt, his character, 230. 

Dickiſon, General, his large gift, 263. 

Diſmal-ſwamp, canal forming at, 7 ; its length, 
ib; fragments of trees found here, 118. 


” Dixes, Mr. 306. 


Dorcheſter, county of, 292 ; its produce, ib. 
Dover, town of, ſeat of the government of the 
State of Delaware, 272. \ 
Dover Coal-mine, deſcription of 63 ; the farm 

and purchaſe, ib. ; ſoil moſtly ſand-ſtone, 119. 
Drunkenneſs, the common vice of the inferior 
Americans, 666. 


Dupleſſis, M. a French officer of valour, 243. 


Duties, Tariff of, 653. | 
E. 

Eaſton, city of, the capital of the county of 
Northampton, 414; its fituation, ibid; its 
population, 415 ; trade, ib. ; mills and pro- 
dace, ib. 

Eddy, Thomas, at New York, his character, 
464, 465. a ; 

Elk Town, 352*. . F 

Ellicot's Mill, account of the village of, 128. 

Elizabeth's River, 4. 

Erancy Wand, 4. 

Euſtis, Dr. of Boſton, the Author's high opini- 
on of, 204. 

Exeter, its ſituation and buildings, 198 ; its in- 
habitants, ib. ; an accademy, ib. 


F. 


Faubonne, M. de, account of, 673. 
Fayette, La, a marble buſt erected to his me- 
mory at Richmond, 32. ; 

Fell's Point. 130. 5 
Federal City, origin, hiſtory, and deſcription, 312. 
Fever, the dreadful effects of the yellow, at Nor- 
folk, 6. 9 4 
Fine on phyſicians inoculating withoutsthe per- 
miſſion of the juſtices, 2 
Franklin, Dr. Benjamin, ts patriotic ſpeech on 
tbe adoption of the conſtitution, 494. 
Fredericktown, the capital of Frederick county, 
124; its ſituation, .ib, ; population, 125; 
produce, ib. 


* 


Freehold, townſhip of, 220. 
Frey, Mr. a German, deſcription of his inn, 
RE! > 
n J din ” 7. 
F eee e i 
137; purchaſes of his land, ib.; 
price of his cheeſe, ib. 
Fuckenhoe Creek, 64, 


72 * - * 


» 


G. 


| Gallatin, Mr. his opinion of the finances of the 
. United States, 556, 569. | 
Gaming, the ruling paffion of the Virginians, 


Richmond, ib.; the profeſſion of bank-holders 
envied, becauſe pre , 40; murders fre- 
quently enſue, ib. | 

Genet, M. recalled by France, 515. 

Germantown, in the co of Philadelphia, de- 
ſcription of the village of, $91 ; its extent and 
1 ib.; its cultivation, ib, ; manu- 

ry, churches, and ſchools, 392. f 

Geo 331. | 
Gilpin, Mr. a reſpectable merchant in Philadel 

phia, defeription of his paper-mill * N 

wine * 256 ; ee? en _—_ : a 

method of working his mill, juan 

— 3; n 
Glouceſter River, 21. 


Gnadenthal Farm, account of, 413; its pro- 


duce, ib. N 


Goochland Court-houſe, account of, 64; de- 


ſeription of a court-day, ib.; the attachment | 


of the natives to the French, ib. ; remarks on 
them in general, 65, 66. 
Grant, Mr. 1; on hoard his veſſel the Author 


proceeds from Charleſtown to Norfolk, ib. ; | 


' particulars of the yoyage, ib. 


Gray's Ferry and Toll-houſe, account of, 246. 


nillemard, Mr. and the Author, meet at Nor- 
A folk, 18; at Richmond, 60; from thence 
- together to the mountains, 62; he proceeds 
from Newport to providence by land, 140. 
H. l 


Hacketſtowen, deſcription of the vous of, 420; 
its population, ib. ; its produce, ib. 
Hadley, Sat at, deſcribed, 210. 
| Hamilton, Mr. a federaliſt and eminent barriſter 
at New York, character of, 467. | | 
Hampton, mail from Norfolk to, the uſual con- 
veyance 'of travellers, 18; bad accommoda- 
tions, 19; its exports, ib. ;* cuſtom-houl; 
now united to that of Norfolk, ib. | 
Vor. I. 


quantity and 


39; tables publicly kept, and particularly at | 


* 


Harper's Ferry, 109; grinite found ut, 120. 
Haverhill, d 2 town of, 290 ; - 
ſhip-building, ib. ; its population, iv. 
Havi de Gra 34%. # 4 
Helt, Mr. his account of the exports from Ber- 
mudas Hundred, or City Point, 59 ; remarks 
on it, 60. - ooh 
Heflian F ly, damage done b the, 276, 236. 
Hope, Major, at Belvidere, his eſtate, 418 ; for- 
merly proprietor of all the land near there, 
ib. ; price of his purchaſe, iv. : 
Horſes; great loſs of thoſe ſent from Virginia by 
the Engliſh againſt the French iſlands, 11. 
| — 29 at Baltimore, his 4 ve on 
ilding leaſes, 130; deſcription uſe, 
131; M. character, 1b. e 
Hudſon, deſcꝛiption of the town of, 217 ; its 
population moſtly Dutch, ib. ; its jon, 
trade, and ſhipping, 218; its exports, 219. 


I. 


. Jefferſon, Mr. deſcription of his beautiful ſeat 
at 3 wt 70; the cultute and ma- 
nagement is land, 72, 73; its produce 

74 ; bis character, 77 to 80 Ab of ap wy 

Indian Corn, price of at Marlborough, 205; 

near Brockfield, 206; at Weſtfield, 211; 
Stockbridge, 212; New Pattz, 233; Brandy- 
wine Mills, 254. ; | 

Iron, ſingular account of an, between Cheſter . 

| and Wilmington, 248. | 

—— reaſons of the Virginians againſt, 
41. 8 


K. 


Katſkill, account of the town of, 224; its fitua- 
ation, 225 ; firſt ſettlers Dutch, 226 ; its cul- 
tivation, 227. ; 

Kent, county of, 287 ; its population, ib, 

Kent _— deſcription” of, 294 ; its inhabi- 
tant, ib. * 

Keyſſel Town, account of, 93 ; its population, 


94, | 
Kinderhook, in the State of New York, 216; 
its inhabitants moſtly Low Dutch, ib. ; par- 

COIN own habits, ib. ; cultivation of 
nd, 0. 0 2 3 
Kinderhook landing, 216; deſcription of the 
village of, 217. ' 
Kingſton, chief town in Ulfter county, 229 ; 
its then population, ib. ; rebuilt next year, 
230; burned by General Vaughan in 1777, 
. tb. ; 230; iodabitants moſtly. Dutch, ib. ; its 
traſtic, 232. "Oy 1 
| Kingſbridge, in the Tland of New York, 243. 


| Knox, General, a friend of the Author's, his 
To 48 ſecond 


INDEX, 


ſecond arrival at his eftate, with remarks 
thereon, 179, 180; quits it, and returns by 
ſea to Boſton, 184, | 
Koſcioſko, General, employed in the army of 
General Gates at Saratoga, 468 ; Author's 
opinion of and fnendſhip tor; ib. 
Kyrningham, in the Green Mountain, townſhip 


of, Ut... 1, 7 
* 


Labour, price of at Norfolk, 14; at Woodſtock, 
100; at Stonningtown, 137 ; near Haver- 


bill, 200; at Marlborough, 205; Spring- 
Feld, 207 M 


eſtfield, 211,; at Stockbridge, 
* 212; at Kenderhook, 216; at Hudſon, 219; 
Katſkill, 225; New Pattz, 233; in Queen 


.:*, Apn's county, 288. 


d, price of, at Norfolk, 13; at Williamſ- 
burg, 27; at Staunton, 89 ; at Keyſſeltown, 
93 ; Shenandoah Valley, 98 ; at Woodſtock, 
100 ; near Harper's Ferry, 123 ; at Ston- 

, ningtown, 137; near Haverhill, 200 ; near 
. Brookfield, 206 ; at Springfield, 207; at 


EKyrningham, 211; at Kinderkook, 216; at 


g Sperenza, 220; near Katſkill, 223 ; at Kingſ- 

ton, 230; at New Pattz, 233. 

——, produce of the, at Norfolk, 6, 7; at 

Williamſburg, 27; at Staunton, 89; at Fre- 
dericktown, 125 ; at Stonningtown, 137 ; at 

Marlborough, 205 ; near Brookfield, 206; 
at Weſtfield, 211; at Kinderhook, 217; at 
Katſkill, 227; at Cheſter, 286; in Queen 
Ann's county, 288. 

Law, Mr. 336“. 

Laws, of the State of Virginia, againſt gaming, 
39.: againſt inoculation, 40. ; 

Lea, Thomas, his opinion on working a corn- 
mill, 253. | 

Lehigh Mountains, account of, 397, 422. 

Lime-ftone, value of, at New York, 231. | 

Lindy, Major, William, Commiſlioner of Cuſ- 


tom-houſe at Norfolk, 17 ; his civilities to 


the Author, ib. 


Li ingſton, Edmund, bis character as a politi- 


0 189 - 


cian, 7, 40B. 

Livingſtons, Mefirs. of New York, propriet 
of che town of Sperenza, 220. 

London, in the Green Mountains, townſhip of, 
211. +x hs 

Long Iſland, deſeription of, 466 ; its popula- 
tion, ib. | We” 

Lowel, Adjutant-gencral, his conduct to the 

Author, 242. 

Lownes, Caleb, character of, 345, 346. 

Lynam, Mr. a member of congreſs, his charac- 
ter, 209. | | 


a 


— 


.. 


663000 


& M. 


Madiſon, Biſhop, Prefident at the at 
Williamſburg, 25 ; occupies the chair of mo- 
ral and natural philoſophy, ib. ; bis ſalary, ib. 

Maine, province of, demands to be into 
a ſeparate State, 527. | 

Mancheſter, deſcription of the village of, 4. 

3 delineation of Virginian, 37 to 40, in- 
cluſive. 


| Marſhall, Mr. John, the moſt celebrated coun-. 


ſellor at Richmond, account of his practice, 
&e. 39 ; his character, 61. | 
Maryland, State of, houſe robberies frequent, 
281 ; trials by jury, 282; poor's rates levied 
in each county of, 285 ; depopulation of white 
people, 290 ; the cauſe affigned; Ib.; fields 
very large, 291 ; the reaſon why, 292 ; poli- 
tical opinion of its inhabitants, 293-;” hi 
of the ſtate, 298, 299; why called Maryland, 
298; its conſtitution, 300 ; its taxes, 301; 
qualification for a citizen, 303. 
eneral obſervations. on; 3557. 
its mineralogy, 362“. | 
Maſſachuſetts, religious perſecutions here gave 
birth to the State of Rhode Ifland, 141; 
foundation of the State of Maſſachuſetts, 151, 
oppreſſion of the Europeans, 152; cauſe of 
quarrels between Indians and (ettlers, 153; new 
- conſtitution 1780, 155; value of a dollar, ib.; 
qualifications of repreſentatives, 156; freedom 
of religion, 157 ; its public ſchools; 162 to, 
165 ; no flaves in this commonwealth, 165; 
ſlaves, in 1778, were 18,000; blacks, in 
1790, were 6,000, 166; its public. debt, 
167 ; public revenues, 168 ; its taxable pro- 
perty, ib.; divided into counties, 170; 
police and laws, ib. ; precautions againſt the 
ſmall-pox, ib. ; influence of the clergy, ih. ; 
attention of the legiſlature, 171; power of the 
lawyers, 172; ns roads, 173; adminiſtra- 
tion of the poor, 174; military eſtabliſh- 
ments, ib.; general ſpirit of the people, 175; 
its exports, 177; character of its inhabitants, 


214, 215, 216; account of an inſurrection, 


555. 


ſhaneck Creek, 60. 


errimack River, 200; deſcription of the bridge 


over it, ib. 


Merchandize, inſpection of, at Richmond, par- 


ticularly tobacco, alſo on James River, 35 ; 
t-aſh at Katſkill, 225. 
Middleton, village of, 276. 


Milford, account of the village of, 69; a depot 


for the co.rmodities of diſtant parts of the 


country, 88. 1 


| Military Eſtabliſhment, of the United States, 


A 


＋ 
| 


INDEX. 


619, 620; pay of artillery and engineers, 621; 
of militia, 623. 
Mills, in Virginia, not good in , 9; one 
at Richmond, turns ſix pair of ſtones, and pays 
a rent of near 6,000 dollars, 37 ; feveral near 
Exeter, 198 ; three erected by Major Provoſt 
in the townſhip of freehold, 221; ſixty to 
eighty at Brandywine, 250. 
in ical obſervations, 118, 119, 243, 244. 
Montgomery Fort, 242. 
8 the beautiful ſeat of Mr. Jefferſon, 
9, 70. ä 
Moravians, details reſpecting them, 397 to 401; 


ſettle at the town of Bethlehem, ib.; account 


of the ſociety, 403 to 407; their religion, ib.; 
marri „408, 409, 410; all Germans or 
deſcendants of Germans, 411. 

Morriſtown, the capital of Morris county, 423 ; 
its population, 424 ; churches, ib. | 
Murders, common at the gaming-houſes; which 

are publicly kept in Virginia, 39, 40. 
Muſkinigunk Creek, 421. 


N 


Nazareth, a Moravian ſociety, account of, 412; | 


its population, ib. 
Negro, deſcription of a white, 133, 134. 
Nelſon, General's houſe at Yorktown, head- 
quarters of Lord Cornwallis, 20; remains 
unrepaired, ib. 
Newark, deſcription of the village of, 425. 
Newburg, in Ulſter county, its population and 
cultivation, 234; its ſhipping, ib.; great 
quantity of butter ſhipped from, 235. 
Newcaſtle, town of, its houſes, ib. ; popula- 
tion, 274. | 
New Hampſhire, its conſtitution, laws, and 
commerce, 188 to 192, incluſive ; its taxes, 
192 ; roads, 193; its produce, 194 ; its ton- 
nage and population, ib. ; its ſchools, 196; 
militia, ib. 
New Jerſey, hiſtorical account of, 425, 426 ; its 
conftitution and laws, 427 to 433, incluſive; 
its commerce 434, 435. 
Newmarket, deſcription of, 97. 
New Pattz, inhabitants of French extraction, 
232; their religion, 233; ſlaves allowed, and 
ice of flaves, ib. ; lands moſtly meadow, 
16. ; culture and produce, ib. 3 ſcarcity of 
. water, 234. 


Newport, Author's arrival at, 140; falubrity 


of the air, ib. ; tombſtones, ib. 
Newſpapers, printed at Staunton and Wincheſ- 
ter, 91; numerous in America in general, 666. 
Newtown, deſcription of, 101. 


New Windſor, in nies county, 235 ; de- | 


ſcription of the town ot, ib. ; its houſes, ib.; 


head-quarters of General Waſhington in 1779, 
ib | 


ib. 

New York Iſland, a college for Preſbyterians, 
235. f 

New Vork, Author's arrival at, 135; hiſtory 
of the State of, 437; of the colony, 437, 433; 
its preſent conſtitution, 438 to 441 ; its taxes, 
441 to 444; its civil laws, 444 to 416; its. 
criminal laws, 446, 447 ; its ſchools, 447 to 
449 ; ſlavery, 449 to 451; its militia, 451, 
452 ; its finances, 453 ; trade and commerce, 
453 to 456 ; deſcription of the city and its. 
population, 456 to 459 ; its hoſpitals and 

ublic charities, 460 to 463; its banks, 463; 

its priſons, 464, 465 ; deſcription ef the 
country around, 465; political opinions, 466 ; 
medical ſociety, 665. 

Nicklin, Mr. deſcription of his villa, 390 ; price 
of its purchaſe, ib. 

Niemcewiez, a friend of the t Koſcioſko, 
wounded in the memorable affair of Saratoga, 
469; his character, ib. 


| Norfolk County, its fize and population, 148. 


Norfolk, Author's arrival at the town of, 2; 
deſcription of 4; burned by Lord Dunmore 
when Governor of Virginia, ib. ; damage in 

ſo doing, ib. ; unhealthineſs of the town, 6 
its 


at trade, ib. ; exports, 8; ſmuggling 
part 4 rohibited, 10; animoſities between 
the Engliſh merchants and Conful, 11 ; prices 
of veſſels, 13; grammar ſchools, ib. ; courts 
of juſtice, 14; tan-pit and rope-walk de- 
ſcribed, ib. ; deſcription of the country 
around, 15; its churches, 17; moſt of the 
coloniſts from St. Domingo ſettled here, 1b. ; 
the cauſe, ih, ; generoſity of the natives, ib. 
Northgarden Mountains, account of, 86; wine 
made at, 87. 
North River, account of, 236 ; Weſt Point, its 
narroweſt paſſage, where General Arnold in- 
tended to betray General Clinton, 237; its 
ſtrong fortifications, ib. ; is the ſtation of the 
corps of artilleriſts and engineers of the United 
tates, 239 : an arſenal, 241. | 


o. 
'Olive, Mr. deſcripton of his villa 


and pleaſare- 
grounds, 465. — 


Opoſſum, deſcription of an, 421. | 

Oſborne's, a village between Richmond and Pe- 
A At Will addy 2 

| Oxen, price of a pair at i g, 27; 

Brookfield, 206 lat Weſtfield, 211; 1. Stock. 

bridge, 212; ut New Wradfor, 236; at 
Springhouſe, 394. 5 2 

Oxtordforge, 419. 174 
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P. 


Palmer, 207 ; its ſituation and culture, ib. 
Paſſaik River, deſcription of, 435. 


Patterſon, William, one of the judges of the ſu- | 


preme court, his character, 436. 
atterſon, town of, 435. PS 
atuxent River, 148 ; the bridge, five miles from 

Providence, is the boundary of the State of 
Rhode Iſland, ib. ; its cotton-works, founde- 
ries, anchor-forges, &c. ib. 

Peale, Mr. his muſeum of minerals and animals, 
385. | 

Peatſon's Inn, account of, 97. 

Penn, William, his patent, $22; his arrival on 
the banks of the Delaware, ib. ; frames the 
conſtitution in 1682, 324; again in 1683, 
id.; a diſpute with Lord Baltimore, and re- 
turns to England, ib. ; arrives in 1699, and 
reſumes his government, 325 ; in 1701, fixed 
the conftitution till the revolution, ib. 

Pennſylvania, State of, its origin, 321 to 325, 
incluſive; its conſtitution after the revolu- 

tion, 226, 327 ; the number of its repreſenta- 
tives in 1789, 326; the preſent conſtitution 

- of 1790, and its qualifications, 327, 328 ; its 
laws and courts of judicature, 329, 330, 331; 
code of civil laws, 331 to 336; its criminal 
laws and priſons, 336 to 339: the labour and 
e of priſoners, 339 to 346 pri- 
ſons ſubject to a committee, 346; of whom 

conſtituted, 347; table of the numbers and 
dlaſſes of convicts, 349; obſervations thereon, 
350; its police laws, 351, 352, 353; military 
laws, 353, 354; laws relatiye to the adminit- 
tration, 354, 355, 356; relative to finance, 356 


to 360 ; reſpecting the ſtate of public lands, 


360 to 364; commerce of Pennſylvania, 364. 


Peterſburg, town of, 54; its produce, ib..; ex- 
ports, ib.; corn-mills, 55; no church, 56. 
Thiladelphia, Author's arrival at the city of, 
133; its foundation, 323; its population in 
1684, ib. ; in 1685, ib.; its freedom of reli- 
gion, ib, ; ex 


the cuſtom-houſe, 370; account of veſſels ar- 


rived and failed from the port, ib.; price of 
freight, 371; rates of inſurance, 372, 373; 
price of ſhip-building, ib.; deſcription of the 
city, its hoſpitals, markets, &c.-376 to 381, 
inclufiye ; its taxes, 381; price of labour, 
$82 ; manners of its inhabitants and amuſe- 
ments, 383 to 386 ; places of worſhip, 387 ; 
. + ſchools, ib. 3 Author quits this 
account of the return of the mulitia 
Pittſburg, 633, 634. 


Phyſicians, in Virginia, badly paid, 39. 


| 


rts, 365 to 368; to where ex- 
ported, and their value, 369; duties paid at 


— 


city, 390; 
1125 from 


ö 


* 


Piſqueſi Creek, 416, 20. 


| Planks, price of, at Katſkill, 226. | 
Plume, Mr. account of his rope-walk and tan- 
pits, 14. * * * o 
Poor's Rate, firſt introduced into Virgiaia from 
England, 23. 
Poplar Spring, 126. 


Portſmouth, deſcription of the town of, 5; a 
ſmall market and church, 6; communica- 
tion from to Norfolk, 15; temperature of 
the air, 16 ; its exports, 193 ; imports, 4b, ; 
houſes moſt] of wood, 199. 

Potaſh, price of, at Katſkill, 225. ” 

Poughkeepſie, famous for horle-racing, 226. 

Potomack, falls of, 334*, R 

Profs We, the plantation of Mr. Davies Ran- 
dolph, at City Point or Burmuda's hundred, 
56; his dwelllag-houft, 57; his judicial ma- 
nagement and cultivation, ib. his ſale of fiſh, 
58 ; his price of the plantation, &c. which is 
for ſale, ib. 

Prevoſt, Major, ſon of the General, deſcription 
of his houſe and family, 220 ; has erected 
three mills, 221. | 

Providence, town of, 146; its trade, 143; ex- 
ports, ib. ; manufactory of cannons and an- 

chors, ib. 7 

Providence Plantation, in Rhode Iſland, fo 
named by Roger Williams after his baniſh- 
ment, 141 ; its trade and exports, 143, 


* 


Q. 


Quakers, raiſe a colony at Rhode Iſland, 148 ; 

their-perſecutions, 143 ; in no part of Ame- 

rica retain ſlaves, Author's high opinion of, 

670, 671. | 

Quakerſtown, account of the village of, 395 ; 
its population, ib. ; its produce, ib. 

Q uy, er County, its ſoil and cultivatio 
288; its population, 292. 

Queenſtown, deſcnption of, 294. 


Raleigh, Sir Walter, his extenſive s in Vir- 
ginia, from Queen Elizabeth, 50; his misfor- 
tunes, and the loſs of his colonies, 51. 

Randolph, Edmond, a counſellor at Richmond, 
38 * , 


Redout creek, 229. K 8 X 
Religious 2 illiams, 141; 
Dear oddington, ib; 7 and Ana- 
baptiſts, 142. 
Reynard, Mr. a tavern keeper, his ſarm, 422; 
his civility to the Author, iv. 
8 Rhode 


fn 


INDEX. | 


Rhode Flland, Rate of, 141'; its legiſlative af- |f 
ſembly, 142; its laws, 144; its taxes, 144, 
- 145; its priſon, 146. | 

Richmond, deſcription of the town of, 30; f 
+ the capital, 31; coſt of its building, ib. ; fta- 


tue of General Waſhington, done by Houdon, 
.  & native of France, 32; a marble buſt of 
. Monf.. La Fayette, by the ſame artiſt, ib. ; 
its lation and trade, ib.; its merchants 


ddcqal in biils of ex e, 33 great uſury, ib.; 
b 4 Author 8 53 3 deſcription of 
3 ; 

Richmond canal, deſcription: of, 34. 


Rieux, Plumard de, intereſting account of, 67 ; 
price of his land; Ne. G66. 


Roads, hon, repaired, in Virginia, 48 ; in the | 


_ ſtate of Maſſachuſetts, 173; in the ſtate 


Roanoke, ifle of, 51+ | WOT WATT. f 


Author and Mr. Guillemard with a bars 


; 


Rockfiſh mountain; deſcription: of, 87; a bad 


inn, ib. | 


Rouere, Monſ. a diſtreſſed Frenchman, rehtieved | 


by Major Prevoſt, 221; purchaſes a ſmall | 
farm at Hudſon, and ſettles there, 222; his 
character, ib. 
Ruſh; Dr. of Philadelphia, character of, 379. 
Ruſſel, in the green mountains, townſhip of, 
211. | 


; 8. 
Sagodus creek, 229. : 
Sedgwick, .Mr. a member of the United States, 
counſel for flaves, 166; his plea, ib.; meets 
the-Author at Stookbridge, 212. 
Seight, Mr(.a lawyer at Newburg, his eivilities 
to the Author, 236. 
Semes, a negro, 30 or 35 years of age, learned 
to write and read unaided, 15. 
Shenandoah, valley and river of, 97. 
Sheriffs, of all the counties, collectors of all the 
taxes, 47; their ſecurity and commiſſion, ib. 
Ship- building, price of, at Norfolk, 13; at Ha- 
verhill, 200; at Hudſon, 218; at Katſhill, 
226; at Philadelphia, 373: : 
Smith, Colonel, a ſhwpkeeper at Springfield, ac- 
| count of his caſt iron manufactory, 209. 
Societies, account of the different, in America, 
669. | | 
Somerſet, county of, 292; its produce, ib. 
Sporenza, achount of the town of, 219; the 
property of Meſſ. Livingſtons, ib. 
ings, mineral, in the neighbourhood ef 
unton, 90; ſweet in the county of Bote- 


1 


1 


5 


| 


. 


: 


tourt, 91; | ar cold at James river; ib. 
4 — 4 ackettown, 420. 
i d, deſcription of the village of, 207 ;- 
— ib. 3 an arſenal — 
208 its trade and manufactories, 209, 
2 Weſt, account of the townſtap of, 
210; its population, ib. its produce, id. | 
Staunton, deſcription: of, 89; its houſes, 89; 
its population, 91; ard and market, 
id.; Preſbyterian church, 92; its inhabitants 
fond of gaming, ib; manners of the people 
ſimilar to thoſe of Richmond, 93. ; 
Stockbridge, deſcription of the town of, 212;. 
its cultivation and produce, ib-; ſervants” 
wages, ib. FEE. LT =. 
Stonningtown, a ſea-port in Connecticut, 136; 
its extent and ulation, ib.; famous for 
cheeſe, ib.; its tolerably good, 137; its 
produce, 138; a fmall fiſhery, ib-; tax for 
Achools, 139 ; admiration of the French, ib. 
Sony point, which General Wayne took from 
the Eaglih at the point uf the bayonet, 243. 
Suffex, population of the county of, 422. 
T. 


Talbot, county of, 292; its produce, ibid. 
axes, account of the, at Williamſburg, 27 ;: 
in Virginia, 46; at Rhode Hand, 144, 145 ;: 
in the State of Maſſachuſetts; 170; in the 
State of Delaware, 269 to 271 ; at Maryland, 

$01, 372} in the State of Penſytvania, 356, 
357; Philadelphia, 381; at Bethlehem, 401; 
at New York, 441 to 444. 

Thayer, Mr. at Providence, a friend of the Au- 
thors, 146 ; his character, 147; a lineal de- 
ſeendant of Roger Williams the founder of. 
Providence plantation, 147 ; his houſe on the 
ſame ſpot that his progenitor cut do un the 
firſt free and erected the firſt hut, ibid. 

Thomas, Mr. late French Conſul at Baltimore, 
anecdote of, 12898. | 

Thomaſtown, in the county of Lincoln, Au- 
thor's ſecond arrival at, 123. 

Thylman, Colonel, account of his houſe, 289 ; - 
its ſituation, ib.; cultivation of his land, ib. ; 
his character, 294. 

Tobacco, culture of, at Wood's tavern, 84, 85, 
86; near Frederickftown, 125; near South 
river, 304. 

Trade, compariſon of the, between Norfolk 
and Portſmouth, 5. 

Trees, ſpecies of, at Yorktown, 19; at Wil- 
liamfburg, 23; in Virginia, 121; on Dr. 
Warton's farm, 259; in the county of Dor- 
cheſter, 293; near Belvidere, 419. 

an. 
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V. 


Van Groſbeck, Mr. his character, 230; an in- 1 


timate friend of Colonel Burr's, 231. 
Vermont, its population, 495. N 
Verplanck point, on the eaſt ſide of the North ; 
_ «river, 243; near this place the union of the 

French and American armies was formed in | 

1781, ib. l 
Verplanck, Mr. at Verplanck point, bis un- 

triendly reception of the Author, 242. 
Virginia. ſlave laws milder than in other coun- | 
tries, 43; its courts of juſtice, 43; public 

debt, 44; injudicious grants of lands, 45; 
.  unprovided- with arms for its militia, 48; 

- +ſchools about t be erected, ib.; qualifica- | 
tions of the candidates for the houſe of dele- 

E governors, juſtices of the peace, 

c. 50; religion, its freedom, ib.; extenſive 

71 1 of Queen Eizabeth .to Sir Walter Ra- ö 
Leigh, ib.; mongrel 22 greater num- 

bers than in Georgia or Carolina, 82; general 

.obſervations, 111, 112; its exports, 114; 

its population, 115; its extent, 1b. ; charac- 

ter of its inhabitants, 117; its canals, 121 

roads, 1b. 

"Virginians, their veneration for the French ar- 
my, 29; their politeneſs and civility to each 
other, 37; character of the, 117, | 


v. 


United States, ſituation of, previous to the year 
1787, 470, 471, 472; its conſtitution, 472 
to 485; no religious teſt required, ib.; de- 
bates in the convention of the ſeveral ſtates on 
the adoption of the conſtitution, 497 to 501; 

table of the periods when the ſeveral ſtates 
accepted it, and how it paſſed the different 
conventions, 502; new articles propoſed. to 
be added to the convention and ſubmitted to 
the ſtates, 502, 503, 504; general obſerva- 
vations on the conſtitution, 505 to 510 inclu- 
ſive; ſtate of parties from the adoption of 
the conſtitution to the preſent period, 511 to 
527; ſtates added ſince, 527; election of pre- 
ident and vice at, 528, 529; laws re- 
lative to that election, 529 to 532; including 
ſtates in which the electors are named by the 
people, 583; and by the legiſlature, ib. ; re- 
marks on the ſame, 533, 534, 535; fl. 
account of the choice of preſident, $36; of 
vice preſident, 537; the ceremony of, 538; 
artments of the executive power in the go- 


| 


its erimiual juriſptudence, 541 to 543; its 
civil juriſprudence, 543, 544; department of 
the tate, 543 to 549; finances, their hiſtory 
and preſent fituation, taxes, revenues, &. 
549 to 559; its debts, 558; its banks, 559 
to 564; Author's opinion of, 561 ; ſtatement 
ol the affairs of, 563 its dividends and prices 
of funds, 564; table of 1 564, 565, 
366; its duties and drawbacks in general, 
567; on wines and ſpirits, 571; on various 
articles, 571 to 574; including exports and 
imports to England, 582, 595; its commerce, 
583; exports in general, 587, 589; trade, 
- $97; remarks on its trade, +601 to 608 ; deal- 
ings in land, 608 to 619; military eſtabliſh- 
ment, 619; of what it conſiſts, 620; pay of 
the, 621; pay of the militia and cavalry, 
623, 624; fortifications, 625; ſums raiſed 
for ſhip building, 620, 627 ; expences of the 
war department, 628; its connections with 
the Indians, 635 to 638; the trade with them 
and capital 638; civilization of 
the neighbauring Indians, 641; naturaliza- 
tion in the United States, 642 to 644; enu- 
meration and population, 645; extent of its 
territory, 646 ; its coin and divifion of monies, 
648, 649; climate, 652: its effects on the 
inhabitants, ib.; common traits of character, 
657 ; © obſervations on the cultivation of let- 
.ters, 659; education, 660, 661; obſervations 
by the Author, 663. | 2 


W. 


Warwick, village of, 276. | 
Warton, Doctor's farm, deſcription of, 258; 
its trees, 259; his character, ib.; his agri- 
cultural ſyſtem, 260. : 
Waſhington, George, a ſtatue to his memory, 
in the capitol at Richmond, 33. , 
Well, Mr. account of his revenue from his tim- 
ber, 265. 
Wettfield, its ſoil and population, 211; its ſoil 
moſtly meadow, ib. Inet | 
Wheat, produce of, at St idge, 212; at- 
EKinderhook landing, 217; at Hudſon; 219; 
| at Brandywine mills, 253. N 85 
Wheat, produce of, 100 buſhels, 254. 
Williams, Mr. a candidate as member of the 
houſe of repreſentatives, 213. Nur 
Williams, Roger, a miniſter of the goſpel, ba- 
niſhed from Rhode Iſland to Salem for re- 
|  ligious principles, 141; again from them to 
oſhawick, ib. , | | 
Williams, Mr. at Marlborough, account of his 


-rernmedt, $39 ; it, judicature, 539, 540, 541; 


% 


family, and farm, 205 ; its produce, work- 
; , men $ 


w 


INDEX, 


men's wages, price of land and cultivation, 
ib. ; his — | 
Williamſburg, deſcription of the village of, 23 ; 
the capital of Virginia, before the revolution, 
' th.; its population, 24; deſcription of the 


ſtate houſe or capitol, ib. ; the college, ib.; 


its income, ib.; price of education, 25; hoſ- 
pital for lunatics, 26; culture of lands, ib. ; :; 
its produce, 27; inattention to manuring the 
ſoil, ib. ; market, ib. 
_ Williamtownſhip, a college, 213. 
Wilmington, city of, 250; its lation, ib. ; 
houſes, 1b.; a, cotton manufactory eſtabliſn- 
ing, 255; alſo one for bolting filk, 256, price 
of proviſions, 264; poor houſe, ib. | 
Wilmington, port of, 263; its trade; ib; its 
market, ib. ; bank, 266. 
Wincheſter, the capital of Frederick county, 
102; its trade and population, ib.; its pro- 
. duce, 103; more than 20 lawyers in this 
town, 104; - churches, priſon, and court. 
houſe, ib. ; market and price of meat, 105. 
W aodlands, the feat of William Hamilton, 245 


* deſcription of the fiouſe and gardens, ib. ; his- 
character, 246. . n d al agen: 
Wood's tavern, B68, 

Woodſtock, account of the 
| pital of the county 


town of, 99; the ca- 
of: Shenandoah, ib; for- 
merly,called Miller's town, ib..; its trade, ib. 
its produce, 100. 2 +2, J. Mar! 


4 
2? 


» 
$4 's 
Y. 


Yates; Mr. travelling companion of the Author, 
303. | 

York county, its population, 22. 

York river, 21. be i 

York town,.account of its ſoil, 19 ; its trees, ib. 
the place where the American war ended, 20 f. 
General Nelſon.'s houſe the head quarters of- 
Lord Cornwallis,-ib.; . deſcription of the vil-- 

lage of, 21; no trade, id.; its population, 
Ib.; was formerly. the emporium of all Vir-- 


| gale, ib.; its exports, 22; no regular mar- 
5 ib. . a N . 
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Intereſting Books publiſhed by R. PHILLIPSgNo. 71. St. Paul's Cbure h- Tura. 
WO NRW AND IMPORTANT SCHOOL-BOOKS. .J. 


This day was publiſhed a Second Edition, price 44. 6d. bound, with the uſual allowance to Schools, 


embelliſhed witha deautiful Froatiſpiece, | 

I. THE BRITISH N&EPOS; or YOUTH's MIRROR: Being ſelect Lives of illuſtrious Britons, 

wha have been diſtinguiſhed by their virtues, talents, or remarkable progreſs in life, with incidental 

and. practical refleQtions Written purpoſely. for the uſe of Schools, and carefully adapted to the 
ſituations and capacities of Tou- <1 | . 

. By WILLIAM MAVOR, LL. D. | 
Vicar of Hurley, Berkſhire, and Chaplain to the Earl of Dumfries. 


it 


The following CarTicar AryrROBATIONS cannot fail to ſatisfy Parents and Tutors of the Propriety of | 


© placing Dr. Mavor's Britiſh Nepos in the hands of their reſpeAive Children and Pupils. 
« In preſenting this work to the Public, Dr. Mavor has made a valuable and much wanted addi- 
tion to the School library. To Britiſh Hiſtory, Chronology, and Biography, the attention of the 


' Britiſh Youth ought to be awakened ; and while we give Dr. Mavor the — and credit which 


are due to him for his agreeable Biographical Manual, we would reco it to the Maſters of all 
our reſpectable Schools. It is pleaſingly written, and the reflections interſperſed are calculated to in- 
ſpire s love of pure and generous 7 — Enibracing the moſt eventful and important periods of 
Engliſh Story, this rich variety of biographical matter muſt prove acceptable to young readers, and 
to fach as thirſt for knowledge. The example of the good and wiſe has always confidered as 
conducive to virtue, and Dr. Mavor's mode of ſtudying biography muſt give it peculiar efficacy. 

Wy | | | N Monthly Review , June. 

« The Biography of illuſtrious men deſerves a more diſtinguiſhed rank than it has hitherto occu- 
pied in the ſyſtem of Britiſh education. We think Dr. Mavor's Nepos has many advantages to re- 
commend it to extenſive circulation. It is compendious, and includes thuſe prominent characters 
of Britiſh excellence with which it is chiefly deſtrable for our Youth, to be acquainted. The ſtyle in 
which the Lives are written may juſtly be commended.” Critical Review, April. 

From the plan and execution of this work, I am warranted in gi ing it a ſtrong recommendation, 
as being moſt admirably calculated to-cheriſh the beſt and moſt tri * in young minds. 
The perſons whoſe memoirs this judicious Biographer has ſelected for the improvement and enter - 


tainment of Young Perſons, are thoſe who have filled up the moſt important ſtations in Society, 
with the greateſt to themſelves and advantage to the State. The actions of theſe great men 


are tot in a plain and pleaſing manner, and, what is no ſmall difficulty in a work adapted for 
juvenile capacities, the incidental reſlections ſuggeſted by particular circumſtances or traits of cha- 
rater, are ſo naturally made, that the reader cannot but feel the effect of the example, with a force 


val to the pleaſure excited by the ſtory.” 
* Chriflian SpeAtater, No. TX, 
Alſo by the SAME AUTHOR, and of the ſame Size and Price, . 


II. NATURAL HISTORY, for the uſe of Schools ; founded on the Linnæan Arrangement of | 


Animals; with popular deſcriptions in the manner of Goldſmith and Buffon. 
Illuſtrated by Forty-ſix Copperplates, repreſenting One Hundred and Fifty of the moſt curious 
Objects. : | 
Natural Hiſtory is a ſtudy particularly ſuited to Children; it cultivates their talents for obſerva- 
tion, applies to objects within their reach, and to objects which are every day intereſting to them.” 
EDGEgworTH on Practical ation. 


« Tt is to be regretted that Buffon, with all his excetlencies, is abſolutely inadmiffible into the 
library of a young Lady, both on account of his immodeſty and his impiety. Goldſmith's Hiſtory 
of Animated Nature has many references to a divine Author. It 1s to be wiſhed that ſome perſon 
would publiſh a new Edition of this Work purified from the indelicate and E og" 

, Miſi Mos e's Striteres on Female Education. 

III. ROMULUS, or a TRADITION OF ANCIENT TIMES. Tranſlation from the Ger- 
man of AUGUSTUS LA FONTAINE, the moſt eſteemed of the modern German Noveliſts ; by 
the Rev. P. Will, Miniſter of the German Congregation, in the Savoy. In Two Volumes duodeci- 
mo. Price Eight Shilling in beards. 7 
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